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PREFACE. 


THE  year  1787  has  not  only  been  productive  of  very 
important  events,  but  of  fome  in  which  the  interefts 
of  this  nation  were  deeply  concerned.  The  happy  revolu¬ 
tion  which  has  taken  place  in  Holland,  the  reltoration  of 
the  Stadtholder  to  his  rights,  and  the  recovery  of  that  re¬ 
public  to  its  ancient  fyftem  of  policy,  by  detaching  it  from 
the  new  connections  it  had  formed  with  France,  were  mat¬ 
ters  in  which  Great  Britain  had  not  a  greater  fhare  than 
an  immediate  political  intereft,  as  well  as  a  neighbourly  and 
friendly  concern ;  while  the  vigour  and  wifdoin  of  her  com 
duCt  in  thefe  tranfaCtions  have  effectually  reftored  her  to 
that  high  eminence  among  the  nations  of  Europe  from  which 
fhe  had  fuffered  no  fmall  derogation  through  the  lofs  of  her 
colonies,  and  other  ill  confequences  of  the  American  war. 

But  thefe  objeCts,  important  as  they  are,  cannot  in  any 
degree  rank,  with  refpeCt  to  magnitude  and  general  confi- 
deration,  with  thofe  new  profpeCts  which  have  been  open¬ 
ing  upon  us  through  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year.  A 
fmgular  revolution  feems  to  be  taking  place  in  the  minds  of 
men ;  and  the  fpirit  of  liberty  appears  to  be  reviving 
with  great  energy,  in  countries  where  it  had  long  been 
deemed  nearly  extincL  It  has  already  produced  fuch  ef- 
feCls  in  France,  and  indicates  others  fo  much  greater,  as  to 
render  that  country  (through  caufes  very  different  from 
thofe  which  drew  the  attention  of  mankind  upon  it  during 
the  laft  two  centuries)  the  grand  theatre  of  political  fpecula- 
tion,  A  fimilar  fpirit  is  dawning  in  other  places  ;  while 
our  Belgic  neighbours  have  afforded  a  notable  inffance 
that  it  never  was  totally  extinCl  in  them,  by  the  ftruggle 
which  they  have  manfully  fuftaiiied  againft  exuberant 
power,  in  the  fupport  of  their  ancient  conflitution,  and  the 
prefervation  of  their  civil  and  political  rights. 

Thefe  three  principal  objeCts,  the  affairs  of  Holland,  of 
France,  and  of  the  Low  Countries,  have  engroffed  our  ut- 
moft  attention  in  treating  the  hiftory  of  the  prefent  year  : 
we  have  entered  into  the  refpeClive  fubjeCts  with  care  and 
diligence,  and  truft  the  Public  will  not  find  thenffelves  dif- 
appointed  in  the  narrative  of  thefe  affairs  which  v  e  lay  be¬ 
fore  them.  The  momentous  war  which  has  broken  out  be- 
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tween  the  great  powers  in  the  North  and  Eafl  of  Europe, 
was  commenced  too  late  in  the  year  for  the  produ&ion  of  any 
confiderable  military  operation  ;  thofe  immediate  caufes 
which  accelerated  that  event  will  accordingly  be  the  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  narrative  of  their  mutual  hoflilities  in  our 
next  volume.  Other  matters  have,  for  the  prefent,  necef- 
farily  given  way  to  thofe  of  greater  importance,  and  will 
form  an  article  of  future  retrofpe<5l. 

Our  domeftic  affairs  have  not  been  lefs  carefully  at¬ 
tended  to,  as  we  hope  the  difcuffion  of  the  commercial 
treaty  with  France,  and  other  fubje&s  of  national  impor¬ 
tance,  will  fufficiently  teffify. 

We  have  been  informed  by  a  gentleman  not  long  arrived 
from  Italy,  of  fome  mifreprefentation  and  exaggeration  of 
circumilances,  in  the  account  of  the  new  cemetery  near 
Florence,  given  in  our  lafl  volume.  We  have  ever  em¬ 
braced  with  pleafure  every  occafion  that  offered  of  bellow¬ 
ing  due  praife  upon  the  excellent  government  of  the  Grand 
Duke ;  and  are  too  deeply  impreffed  with  a  regard  for  the 
humanity  and  beneficence  of  his  charaCler,  to  fuffer  any 
thing  derogatory  from  it  to  appear  without  concern  ;  and 
this  we  teftified  in  the  paffage  alluded  to,  although  we  could 
not  refufe  dating  fads  which  feemed  perfectly  authenticated. 
We  are  not,  however,  ignorant  that  fome  of  his  reforms 
have,  as  well  as  the  cemetery,  been  the  caufe  of  much  diffa- 
tisfaClion  and  complaint  among  his  fubjects ;  and  that  even  his 
admirable  code  of  penal  law,  notwithflanding  the  philan¬ 
thropy  and  beneficence  that  breathe  through  every  part  of  it, 
has  not  been  received  without  diflike  and  cenfure,  and  has 
even  been  productive  of  much  diftrefs  to  individuals ;  a 
confequence  perhaps  which  no  fyflem  of  general  reform, 
haifily  adopted,  can  ever  be  entirely  free  from. 

With  refpedt  to  the  matter  in  queftion,  if  we  have  been 
impofed  upon  in  the  accounts  which  we  have  received  of  the 
cemetery,  we  are  not  fingular  in  the  impofition  ;  for  an 
Englifh  gentleman,  whofe  poetical  and  literary  talents  are 
well  known,  and  who  was  immediately  upon  the  fpot,  pub- 
lifhed  a  very  fevere  fatire  upon  the  fubjeft,  from  which  it  is 
evident,  that  it  appeared  to  him  in  the  fame  light  that 
it  was  afterwards  reprefented  to  us. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Mediation  of  France  and  Pruffia  in  the  affairs  of  Holland.  Reafons  for 
doubting  the  fuccefs  of  that  mediation  confrmed  by  the  event .  Negotiations 

carried  on  at  Nimeguen  and  the  Hague .  Conditions  laid  down  by  the 

States  of  Holland  as  the  bafs  of  an  accommodation  with  the  Stadtholder. 
Caufes  which  rendered  thefe  propofitions  inadmiffible .  M.  de  Rayneval 

fuddenly  breaks  off  the  negotiation  and  returns  to  Paris .  Count  de  Goertz 

receives  a  letter  of  recal,  and  returns  to  Berlin.  Violent  animofity  and 
mutual  recrimination  of  the  contending  parties  on  the  failure  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion.  The  new  form  of  government ,  ejlablffhed  in  the  city  of  Utrecht ,  con- 
Jidered  as  a  model  of  perfection  by  the  democratical  party  in  other  places. 
Difficult  fituation  and  temporizing  conduCl  of  the  States  of  Holland,  with 
refpect  to  the  prevalent  democratic  fpirit.  Sudden  and  unaccountable 
changes  in  the  political  conduct  and  principles  of  the  party  in  oppofition  to 
the  Stadtholder  difplayed  in  various  places.  States  of  Friefand  frjl 
•waver,  and  then ,  from  being  among  the  foremojl  in  oppofition,  appear  de¬ 
cidedly  in  favour  of  the  Prince.  M.  de  Rendorp  changes  fdes  in  Amfer- 
dam,  and  carries  over  &  majority  of  the  fenate  along  with  him.  Imme¬ 
diate^  confequences  of  this  change ;  great  alarm  fpread  by  it  among  the  re¬ 
publican  party.  Means  purfued  by  the  leaders  to  remedy  the  defection  of 
Anferdam.  P rocure  addreffes  from  feveral  towns ,  with  a  view  of  gain¬ 
ing  thereby  a  decided  majority  of  votes  in  the  affemlly  of  provincial Jiates . 
Vol.  XXIX.  Of]  '  Felling. 
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Failing  in  this  attempt ,  they  propofe  in  the  affembly  a  refolntion  to  fufpend 
the  Prince  of  Orange  from  his  remaining  high  offices  of  S  tacit  holder  and  ad¬ 
miral-general.  Foiled  likewife  in  this ,  they  endeavour  to  increafe  the 
number  of  votes  in  the  provincial  affembly ,  by  cfifording  a  right  of  repre - 
fentation  to  feveral  new  towns  ;  in  which  they  are  alfo  defeated.  Eflimate 
of  the  comparative  frength  and  numbers  of  the  contending  parties.  Retro- 
fpeS  of  the  meafures  purfued  by  Holland ,  for  fupporting  the  city  of  Utrecht 
in  its  contumacious  oppoftion  to  the  flutes  of  the  province.  Unexpected  re¬ 
volution  in  the  affembly  of  the  fates  of  Holland,  who ,  following  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  Amferdam,  adopt  meafures  evidently  favourable  to  the  Stadt-  - 
holder's  interefs.  General  confernation  and  critical  ftuati&n  of  the  re¬ 
publican  party.  Defeated  m  all  their  late  attempts ;  with  now  a  great 
majority  of  the  provinces ,  and  a  greater  of  the  people  decidedly  againf 
them.  Bold  and  hazardous  meafures  become  aCts  of  prudence.  Obliged  to 
throw  themfelves  upon  the  democratical  party  for  fupport ,  and  to  call  in  the 
armed  burghers  to  new  model  and  fettle  the  fate  and  confitution.  Phefe 
fur  round  the  fenate-houfes  of  Anferdam  and  Rotterdam ,  purge  them  of  thofe 
members  who  were  adverfe  to  their  defgns ,  place  all  power  in  the  hands 
of  their  own  party ,  and  efablifh  a  determined  majority  in  the  fates  oj 
Holland.  Phefe  prepare  to  affif  Utrecht  by  force  of  arms  agairf  the  Pro¬ 
vincial  States.  States  general ,  who  had  hitherto  preferved  a  friCt  neutra¬ 

lity,  now  take  a  decided  part  in  oppofng  the  defgn  of  Holland  to  fupport 
Utrecht  by  force  of  arms.  Council  of  fate  iffue  an  Grder  friCtly  for¬ 
bidding  the  officers  in  the  fervice  of  Holland,  from  marching  their  troops  into 
the  territories  of  any  other  province.  Prohibition,  confrmed  by  the  States 
Genercd.  Reply  from  the  fates  of  Holland.  Firf  blood  drawn  in  a  fir - 
tnfh  at  jfutphaas,  a  village  near  Utrecht.  States  of  Holland  order  troops 
to  the  fuccour  of  Utrecht.  Propofe  a  tef  to  their  officers.  A  great  ma¬ 
jority  ref ufe  the  tef ;  are  fufpended  and  new  ones  appointed.  Sufpended 
officers  taken  into  the  protection  of  the  States  general ,  and  their  pay  con¬ 
tinued.  Maniftfo  puhlif  oed  by  the  Stadtholder ,  amounting  nearly  to  a  de¬ 
claration  of  war  againf  the  ruling  party  in  the  province  of  Holland. 
Riots  at  Amfcrdam.  States  general  iffue  an  order  to  general  Van  Reyffel, 
to  break  up  the  cordon  or  line  of  troops  formed  on  the  frontiers  of  Holland. 
Counter  orders  from  the  fates  of  Holland.  Colonel  Balneavis  carries  off 
the  regiment  which  he  lately  commanded  himfelf,  with  a  battalion  of  ano¬ 
ther,  from  the  fortrefs  of  Ou  dewater  to  the  Stadtholder.  Phis  example 
caufes  a  general  revolt  in  the  troops  of  Holland. 


DURING  the  adverfe  tide  of 
affairs  which  was  fetting  in 
fo  ftrongly  againft  the  interells  of 
the  lladtholder,  in  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1786,  his  brother-in-law,  the  new 
king  of  Prufiia,  was  unceafmg  in 
his  endeavours  to  promote  all  fuch 
meafures  of  conciliation  as  could  in 


any  degree  tend  to  prevent  thofe 
very  irkfome  and  dangerous  con- 
fequences,  which  the  prefent  ftate 
of  things  and  the  violence  of  the 
republican  party  could  not  other- 
wife  fail  to  produce.  For  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  this  purpofe  he  (hewed 
himfelf  difpofed  to  try  any  means 
however  unpromifing,  and  to  coin¬ 
cide 
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cide  with  any  interefls  however  dif- 
cordant,  that  afforded  even  a  poffi- 
bility  of  fuccefs.  Perhaps  he  thought 
it  neceffary,  at  the  opening  of  a  new 
reign,  to  hold  out  fuch  inffances  of 
moderation,  jultice,  and  a  defire  of 
preferving  the  general  tranquillity, 
as  might  ferve  to  fecure  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  mankind  in  his  favour,  and 
to  prepare  them  for  that  future  de- 
ciiion  which  he  forefavv  would  be 
inevitable.  Perhaps  likewife  the 
character  of  his  predeceffor,  or  the 
public  impreffion  founded  on  it, 
might  not  have  been  without  its 
effeX  in  regulating  his  conduct  up¬ 
on  this  occafion. 

As  the  offer  of  his  joint-media¬ 
tion  with  Great  Britain  had  been 
flighted  by  the  adverfe  faXion  (their 
mutual  connexions  with  the  fladt- 
holder,  and  avowed  predileXion  for 
his  interefls,  affording  no  fmall 
room  for  objeXing  to  their  arbitra¬ 
tion)  he  endeavoured  to  remove 
this  impediment,  by  propofing  that 
France,  the  avowed  friend  and 
clofe  ally  of  the  republic,  fhould, 
along  with  himfelf,  undertake  the 
kind  office,  but  arduous  talk,  of  fet¬ 
tling  and  compofing  the  differences 
by  which  it  was  diftraXed.  The 
feafon  of  the  year  was  favourable, 
as  the  near  approach  of  winter  muff 
neceffarily  reftrain  the  aXive  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  contending  parties,  af¬ 
ford  leifure  for  mediation,  and,  as 
men’s  minds  cooled  by  inaXion,  they 
would  become  more  placable,  and 
be  the  better  difpofed  to  liften  to 
the  voice  of  conciliation. 

The  propofal  being  communi¬ 
cated  by  the  Pruffian  miniffer  to 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  was  receiv¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  feemed 
flattering  to  the  king’s  difeernment 
in  adopting  the  projeX.  That  court 
embracing  it  with  every  mark  of 


the  greateft  cordiality,  immediately 
appointed  M.  de  Rayneval  (who 
had  already  acquired  fome  confider- 
able  credit  iH  negociation,  particu¬ 
larly  in  concluding  the  late  treaty 
of  commerce  with  England)  to  be 
the  French  king’s  reprefentative  in 
the  office  of  mediation  ;  and  fo  hear¬ 
ty  did  that  court  appear  in  the  bufi- 
nefs,  that  the  French  miniffer  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  Hague  before  the  end 
of  November  178 6,  where  he  was 
to  aX  in  concert  with  the  Baron  de 
Goertz,  the  extraordinary,  and  M. 
Thufemeyer,  the  refident  miniffer 
of  Pruffia,  in  endeavouring  to  ac- 
complifh  the  de  fired  fettlement. 

But  fair  as  thefe  appearances 
were,  it  was  little  hoped  by  thofe 
who  looked  clofely  into  the  ftate 
and  nature  of  things,  that  this  ne¬ 
gociation  fhould  produce  the  effeX 
apparently  fought  by  one  mediator, 
and  eagerly  wifhed  by  the  other. 
They  could  not  bring  themfelves  to 
believe  that  France,  who  they  knew 
to  be  not  only  the  nurfe,  proteXrefs, 
and  encourager  of  the  adverfe  fac¬ 
tion,  but  to  have  been  the  prime 
fomenter  and  inftigator  of  all  their 
violences,  fhould  now  at  once  un¬ 
do  the  effeXs  of  all  her  former  craft 
and  labour,  by  becoming  the  in- 
ftrument  of  refforing  the  prince  of 
Orange  to  any  thing  near  that  fhare 
of  weight  and  power  which  he  be¬ 
fore  held  in  the  republic.  This 
would  have  been  to  facrifice  her 
own  immediate  interefls  to  the  gra¬ 
tification  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  to 
abandon  one  of  the  longeft  and 
deareft  objeXs  of  her  policy,  to  mifs 
the  only  opportunity  that  had  ever 
offered  of  her  eftablifhing  a  fupreme 
and  permanent  controul  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  republic,  am/  for  ever 
to  lofe,  without  benefk  or  efleX, 
all  that  gold  which  ffie  had  for 
[w/]  2  feveral 
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feveral  years  fo  unfparingly  bellow¬ 
ed  in  fupporting  her  influence  in 
Holland,  and  in  feeding  the  con¬ 
tention.  This  was  a  fource  of  ex¬ 
pence  fo  abundantly  fupplied,  that 
a  writer  who  appears  to  have  pof- 
feffed  very  unufual  fources  of  in¬ 
formation,  and  more  than  a  com¬ 
mon  fhare  of  political  acumen, 
has  ventured  to  affert,  that  one  half 
of  the  money  thus  expended,  if  it 
had  been  properly  applied  in  the 
fladtholder’s  court,  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  an  influence  there,  infinitely 
more  beneficial  in  advancing  and 
eflablifhing  her  purpofes,  than  any 
thing  fhe  derived  or  could  derive 
from  the  fervices  of  the  republican 
leaders  on  whom  it  was  bellowed*. 

It  was  argued,  that  fuch  a  coinci¬ 
dence  on  the  part  of  France,  with 
the  views  of  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
would  not  merely  be  a  dereliction 
of  the  caufe  and  party  which  (he  had 
fo  long  efpoufed,  but  a  fcandalous 
a&  of  treacheiy.  She  had  led  them 
into  a  couide  of  violent  and  inde- 
fenflble  meafures,  and  confequently 
involved  them  in  circumflances  of 
great  danger  ;  and  now  to  abandon 
them  in  the  inllant  of  their  warmed 
hopes,  when  the  objeCl  of  their 
long  and  mutual  purfuit  feemed 
nearly  within  reach,  would  (hock 
the  feelings  of  all  mankind,  and  ap¬ 
pear  as  foolifh  as  it  would  infamous. 
The  crooked  policy  which  (he  had 
purfued  for  fome  ages,  by  which 
the  became  confldered  as  the  com¬ 
mon  didurber  of  the  tranquillity  of 
Iturope,  and  as  faenfleing  all  faith 
and  principle  to  her  own  advantage, 
had  been  the  means  of  involving 
her  in  the  greated  difficulties,  and 
mod  dangerous  fltuations,  fo  that 
her  very  exigence  at  one  time  feem¬ 


ed  little  lefs  than  truded  to  the  cad 
of  a  die.  She  feemed  of  late  to  adopt 
a  fairer  policy,  and  to  be  dudious 
of  edabli fliing  a  different  character  ; 
but  if  (he  relapfed  now,  it  would 
have  a  worfe  effedl  than  merely 
overthrowing  what  (lie  had  hitherto 
done  for  that  purpofe. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  could  fcarce- 
ly  be  fuppofed,  that  the  king  of 
Pruflia  would  facrifice  the  interefls 
of  the  fladtholder  fo  far,  as  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  thofe  great  conceffions,  which 
could  alone  anfwer  the  views  of 
France,  or  afford  any  fatisfaClion  to 
the  high  republicans.  All  concef¬ 
fions  merely  palliating  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  agreed  to  :  fome  limi¬ 
tations  perhaps  admitted,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  encroachment  of  the 
executive  power  upon  the  other  or¬ 
ders  of  the  date  and  government  ; 
and  every  thing  that  tended  to  a 
perftCl  oblivion  of  all  that  was  pad, 
to  the  conciliation  of  parties,  to 
the  fecurity,  and  even  gratification 
of  the  adverfe  faedion,  would  cer- 
certainly  have  been  granted  with  a 
good  grace  and  a  willing  mind. 
But  it  was  not  to  be  conceived  from 
any  part  of  the  king  of  Pruffia’s 
conduct  which  had  yet  appeared, 
much  lefs  from  any  due  coafidera- 
tion  of  the  clofe  ties  of  affinity  and 
policy  which  united  the  two  fami¬ 
lies,  that  lie  would  ever  confent  to, 
or  indeed  differ,  except  through  in¬ 
evitable  neceffity,  the  abridgment 
in  any  effential  degree  of  thofe 
rights,  which,  by  the  general  voice 
of  the  nation,  and  the  univerfal  con¬ 
currence  of  all  the  parts  and  orders  of 
the  commonwealth,  had,  in  the  year 
1  749,  been  annexed  to  the  office  of 
fladtholder,  and  rendered  heredita¬ 
ry  in  the  family. 


*  See  Introiluflion  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  &c.  p.  272. 
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It  may  be  added,  that  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  other  countries  had  not  war¬ 
ranted  a  very  fanguine  expe&ation 
from  the  interference  of  rival  and 
powerful  dates.  Happy  is  that  na¬ 
tion  which  is  able  to  maintain  the 
balance  of  its  internal  political  forces 
without  recurring  to  foreign  me¬ 
diation.  But  when  two  great  fo¬ 
reign  powers  acquire  leading  in- 
terefts,  and  intermingle  themfelves 
intimately  in  the  diflenfions  of  any 
ilate,  it  is  hardly  poffible  that  thole 
diffenfions  fhould  have  a  favourable 
ifiue.  A  fincere  difpofition  to  re- 
folve  all  partial  and  particular  in- 
terefts  into  the  general  mafs  of  the 
national  intered,  is  to  be  expected 
only  from  a  patriotifm  of  no  ordina¬ 
ry  clafs,  and  yet  is  effential  to  the 
accommodation  of  national  troubles. 
All  that  is  to  be  hoped  from  fo¬ 
reign  fmcerity  is,  to  prevent  things 
from  running  to  extremes,  and  to 
keep  the  fcale  even  between  the 
parties  for  a  time.  The  filtered  of 
the  Hate  to  be  pacified  is  not  the 
intefed  of  the  mediators,  who 
modly  endeavour  to  fight  their  own 
political  battle  on  the  ground  which 
is  neutral,  but  which  each  endea¬ 
vours  to  appropriate.  Whateverwere 
the  intentions  of  the  powers  now  in 
quedion-,  their  negociation  ended  in 
a  civil  war. 

Under  fuch  doubtful,  and  indeed 
inaufpicious  afpeCts,  was  this  ne¬ 
gociation  commenced. 

The  prince  of  Orange  kept  his 
court  at  Nimeguen,  whither  the 
Count  de  Goertz  departed  in  the 
latter  end  of  December  ;  leaving 
M.  de  Thulemeyer  to  tranfacf  the 
bufinefs  on  the  fpot  with  the  French 
minider,  while  he  was  himfelf  the 
medium  through  which  the  corre- 
fpondence  was  conveyed.  The  Count 


carried  with  him  a  draught  of  the 
conditions,  which  the  States  of  Hol¬ 
land  laid  down  as  the  bails  of  a 
f  nal  accommodation.  By  this  ar¬ 

rangement  the  dadtholder  was  to 
renounce  the  influence  which  he 
poflefled  in  the  feveral  town  fenates 
or  regencies,  by  giving  up  his  right 
of  rejection  or  nomination  in  filling 
up  the  occafional  vacancies.  Upon 
acceding  to  this  propofition,  he  was 
to  be  redored  to  the  nominal  office 
of  captain-general ;  he  being  bound 
to  receive  on  the  new  and  heavy 
condition  of  furrendering  that  right 
or  prerogative,  by  which  he  was 
enabled  to  march  the  troops  into  or 
out  of  any  province ;  whereas  he 
was  now  to  be  redrained  from  any 
fuch  meafure,  without  a  previous 
communication  with,  and  leave  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  purpofe  from,  the  re- 
fpedfive  dates  of  the  provinces  con¬ 
cerned.  By  the  final  propofition, 
he  was  to  be  redored  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  command  of  the  garrifon 
of  the  Hague ;  but  this  was  like- 
wife  clogged  with  another  condi¬ 
tion,  which  was  that  of  compliance 
with  a  refolution  pad  fome  time  be¬ 
fore  by  the  fenate  of  Amderdam, 
that  the  command  fhould  at  all 
times  be  revocable  at  the  pleafure 
of  the  dates  of  the  province. 

By  the  fird  of  thefe  propofitions, 
that  of  the  ftadtholder’s  giving  up 
the  right  of  nomination,  and  confe- 
quently  all  influence  in  the  town 
fenates,  it  was  conceived  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power  would  have  become 
totally  inefficient  in  the  date  ;  as 
nothing  lefs  than  a  drong  prefiding 
influence,  which  otherwife  could 
only  be  obtained  by  an  expence  in 
money,  far  beyond  the  revenues  of 
the  dadtholderate,  could  poffibly 
produce  unanimity  or  decifion  a- 
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morig  fuch  a  number  of  petty  fo- 


vereignties  and  difcordant  interefts  ; 
it  being  one  of  the  moll  apparent 
vices  of  thatconftitution,  that  though 
well  enough  calculated  for  the  in¬ 
ternal  government  of  their  towns 
individually,  their  public  union  can 
only  be  procured  by  the  fordid 
means  of  corruption.  An  opinion 
confirmed  by  the  moll  indubitable 
authorities,  through  various  parts 
and  different  periods  of  the  hiftory 
of  the  republic  ;  and  a  circumllance, 
which  has  heretofore,  as  well  as 
now,  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
France  to  domineer  in  their  interior 
as  well  as  public  councils. 

The  fecond  propofition,  with  re- 
fpe£l  to  the  difpofal  and  move¬ 
ments  of  the  troops,  would,  if  ac¬ 
ceded  to,  have  been  infinitely 
more  dangerous  to  the  Hate,  than 
in  any  other  degree  prejudicial  to 
the  ftadtholder,  as  it  would  have 
difabled  him,  in  cafe  of  fudden 
emergency  and  unforefeen  danger 
(things  which  they  now  had  fuf- 
ficient  caufes  to  be  apprehenfive 
bjP  from  providing  th ofe  immediate 
means  for  the  public  defence  on 
Which  the  prefervation  of  the  coun¬ 
try  might  depend.  The  laft  condi¬ 
tion  would  have  expofed  him  to  con¬ 
tinual  degradation  and  infult  in  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  and  in  the 
view  of  all  the  world,  and  have  re- 
dered  him  contemptible  even  to  his 
own  guards,  whenever  his  mnjlers 
[  which  was  now  the  favourite  lan- 

■V 

guage)  fhould  choofe  to  remind 
the  public  of  their  fupreme  power, 
and  of  his  fervile  dependence  on 
them. 

Now  as  public  opinion,  and  the 
reverence  founded  on  it,  are  indif- 
penfably  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of 
all  government,  fo  thefe  conditions, 
taken  all  together,  would  have 


proved  fuch  a  degradation  of  the 
ftadtholder  in  the  eyes  both  of  na¬ 
tives  and  foreigners,  as  would  ren¬ 
der  him  totally  incapable  of  dif* 
charging  the  duties,  and  incompe¬ 
tent  to  the  filling,  with  propriety 
or  effedl,  the  various  great  offices 
which  he  ftill  retained,  whether  per¬ 
fect  or  mutilated.  They  would  be- 
fides  have  eftablifhed  a  precedent 
the  moft  ruinous  to  himfelf  and  his 
fucceffors  that  could  be  devifed. 
For  if  it  was  once  found  that  the 
eftabliffied  conftitution  could  thus 
eafily  be  broken  through,  and  that 
he  fubmitted  in  facrificing  to  the 
pretenfions  of  a  fadtion  or  a  pro¬ 
vince,  thofe  rights  and  authorities 
which  had  been  deemed  inalienable, 
and  inherent  to  his  office,  he  fur- 
rendered  the  only  principle  on 
which  he  could  defend  the  remain¬ 
der  ;  and  every  other  faction,  and 
every  other  province,  might  in  its 
turn  and  proper  feafon  follow  the 
example. 

Such,  however,  were  the  preli¬ 
minaries  laid  down  by  the  province 
of  Holland,  as  the  ground  work  of 
an  accommodation  ! 

The  event  foon  confirmed  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  had  placed  no 
confidence  in  the  fucceis  of  the  pre- 
fent  negociatfon.  The  princefs  of 
Orange,  whofe  genius,  fpirit,  and 
abilities,  were  well  underftood  on  all 
fides,  undertook  to  fupply  the  place 
of  the  prince  in  the  conduct  of  this 
bufinefs;  and  her  management  of 
it  did  not  in  any  degree  derogate 
from  thofe  qualities.  It  would  feem 
however,  that  file  was  by  no  means 
difpofed  to  give  up  any  of  the  ftadt- 
liolderian  rights;  nor  perhaps  fuf- 
ficiently  pradticable  with  refpeft  ta 
fmaller  compliances.  The  corre- 
fpondence  between  Nimeguen  and 
the  Hague  was  carried  on  for  feve- 
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ral  weeks  ;  but  was  at  length  ab¬ 
ruptly  broken  off  by  M.  de  Rayne- 
val,  who  fuddenly  fet  out  upon  his 
return  to  Paris  about  the  middle  of 
January  I  787. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  recrimination  which  paiTed 
between  the  contending  parties 
upon  the  failure  of  this  treaty  or 
negociation.  It  was  faid  on  the 
fide  of  the  ftadtholder,  that  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  entirely  from  the  precipitate 
arrogance,  the  haughty  affe&ation 
of  fuperiority,  and  the  imperious 
fpirit  of  the  French  minifter.  That 
he  Would  lillen  to  no  terms  but  thofe 
of  his  own  prefcribing,  or  fuch  as 
were  dictated  by  the  adverfe  fac¬ 
tion.  That  he  appeared  rather  as 
the  appointed  advocate  of  that  par¬ 
ty,  than  in  the  character  of  a  com¬ 
mon  friend,  or  a  cool  and  impartial 
mediator.  That  he  rather  feemed  to 
conhder  the  ftadtholder  as  a  guilty 
perfon  interceding  for  favour  and 
forgivenefs,  than  as  a  prince,  who 
was  placed  by  the  conftitutiori  at 
the  head  of  the  republic,  claiming 
his  juft  rights,  and  demanding  re- 
drefs  of  the  injuries  he  had  fuftain- 
ed. 

In  defeending  to  particulars,  they 
faid,  that  the  French  minifter  had 
laid  it  down  as  an  indifpenfable  pre¬ 
liminary  condition  to  his  being  re- 
ftored  to  his  office  of  captain  gene¬ 
ral,  that  the  prince  fhould  make 
fuch  a  public  fubmiffion  to  his  fo- 
vereigns  the  ftates  of  Flolland,  as 
would  have  been  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  to  all  the  world  of  his  defend¬ 
ing  the  fufpenfion  laid  on,  and  of 
his  being  culpable  in  all  the  accu- 
fations  which  they  had  brought 
againft  him.  That  as  it  would  be 
ridiculous  for  the  ftadtholder,  who 
had  committed  no  fault,  to  make 
apologies  or  to  alk  pardon,  fo  it 


would  be  in  the  higheft  degree  in¬ 
tolerable,  that  he  fhould  acknow¬ 
ledge  a  guilt  where  none  exifted. 
That  the  French  minifter  had  re¬ 
quired  as  another  preliminary,  that, 
in  order  to  gratify  the  ftates  of 
Holland,  the  ftadtholder  fhould  vio¬ 
late  the  conftitution  and  invade  the 
rights  of  other  provinces,  by  bind¬ 
ing  him  to  bring  the  ftates  of  Guel- 
dres  and  Utrecht,  without  regard  to 
the  means  which  he  was  to  ufe  for 
accomplifhing  fo  abfurd  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  a  meafure,  to  refeind  re- 
lblutions  which  they  had  pafTed, 
and  forego  meafures  which  they  had 
already  adopted  For  their  own  in¬ 
ternal  regulation  ;  and,  as  if  it  w’ere 
to  render  him  ftill  more  culpable, 
by  exceeding  his  own  authority, 
and  a  farther  violation  of  the  con¬ 
ftitution,  it  was  infifted  that  he 
fhould  withdraw  the  garrifons  from 
Eibourg  and  Hattem,  without  any 
regard  to  the  fovereignty  under 
vvhofe  orders  he  had  acted  in  placing 
thofe  garrifons,  and  by  whofe  com¬ 
mands  they  were  ftill  continued. 
And,  finally,  that  the  French  en¬ 
voy,  inftead  of  giving  time  for  paf- 
fibn  to  cool,  or  prejudices  to  fubfide 
on  either  fide,  as  foon  as  he  found 
that  his  arbitrary  difium  was  not  in- 
ftantly  obeyed,  and  all  his  propofi- 
tions  immediately  and  implicitly  ac¬ 
ceded  to,  abruptly  broke  off  the  ne¬ 
gociation,  when,  by  a  better  temper 
and  difpofition  on  his  fide,  there 
were  very  good  reafdns  for  believ¬ 
ing,  that  thing^  might  in  a  little 
time  have  been  put  in  a  fair  train  of 
accommodation. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  infifted 
with  great  acrimony,  that  the 
failure  of  fuccefs  proceeded  entirely 
from  the  inflexible  obftinacy  of  the 
Court  of  Nimeguen.  That,  far  front 
paying  any  deference  to  the  ftates 
[4]  4  of 
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of  Holland,  who  were  his  lawful  fo- 
vereigns,  the  Hadtholder  had  in- 
filled  in  the  molt  peremptory  man¬ 
ner  upon  every  part  of  his  claims, 
not  relaxing  any  more  in  the  raoft 
inconfiderable  than  in  the  moll  ma¬ 
terial  articles.  That  he  fhewed  no 
difpofition  to  accommodate  himfelf 
to  the  unfortunate  fituation  in  which 
he  was  involved,  nor  to  the  temper 
and  circumfiances  of  the  times. 
That  he  had  not  fhewn  the  fmalleft 
regret  for  any  of  the  unjufiifiable 
meafures  into  which  he  had  been 
piecipitated,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
feemed  difpofed  pertinacioufiy  ^o 
fupport  and  defend  them  to  the  lafi. 
And,  in  a  word,  that  a  Angle  con- 
ceffion  had  never  even  been  hinted 
at  from  his  court ;  but  that  all  the 
advances  which  had  been  made,  and 
all  the  infiances  of  moderation  at 
any  time  given,  had  been  difplayed 
by  the  Hates  of  Holland. 

Upon  the  whole,  without  expect¬ 
ing  accurate  fiatements  of  fadt  in 
violent  political  altercations,  we 
mufi,  however,  obferve,  that  an  in¬ 
vincible  obfiinacy  has  long  been 
charged,  as  one  of  the  peculiar  and 
difiinguifhed  chara&erifiics  of  the 
policy  of  that  court. 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  upon  the 
breaking  up  of  the  negociation, 
and  the  departure  of  Rayneval,  im¬ 
mediately  recalled  the  Count  de 
Goertz,  fending  a  (hart  letter  to 
the  Hates  general*  in  which  he  only 
expreHed  his  concern  for  the  failure 
of  his  good  willies  and  offices  to¬ 
wards  reHoring  the  tranquillity  of 
the  republic,  without  any  obl’erva- 
tion  on  the  caufes  of  that  failure, 
or  the  fmalleH  hint  by  which  any 
conjecture  could  be  formed  of  his 
further  intentions,  any  more  than 
of  his  prefent  temper  and  difpofi¬ 
tion.  This  referve,  and  laconic 
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concifene%  was  immediately  turned 
to  good  account  by  the  adverfe 
party,  who,  interpreting  it  intirely 
in  their  own  favour,  triumphantly 
ptibliffied  this  conHruCtion,  as  an 
evidence,  that  the  king  was  fo  much 
difgufied  with  the  fiadtholder’s  in¬ 
curable  obHinacy,  in  not  agreeing 
to  thofe  reafoaalile  conceffions  which 
the  Hates  of  Holland  required,  and 
which  he  had  himfelf  recommended, 
that  he  would  now  take  no  farther 
concern  in  his  afl'airs,  but  abandon 
him  entirely  to  their  mercy.  And 
this  had  fuch  an  effeCt,  that  a  report 
was  fpread,  and  credited  in  other 
countries  as  well  as  Holland,  that  a 
ferious  mifunderfianding  had  taken 
place  between  the  two  courts. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Pruffian 
miniHer  extraordinary  had  returned 
direCtly  from  Nimeguen  to  Berlin, 
having  enclofed  the  king?s  letter 
to  the  Hates  general,  accompanied 
with  one  of  his  own,  in  which  he 
apologized  for  not  having  taken 
leave  of  them  formally  and  in  per- 
fon  at  the  Hague. 

Previous  to  thefe  negociations, 
during  the  time  of  their  continu¬ 
ance,  and  for  feveral  months  after, 
continual  changes  were  taking  place 
in  the  conduct,  views,  connection, 
and  Hrength  of  the  numberlefs  par¬ 
ties  and  factions  which  were  fpread 
throughout  the  republic.  Thefe 
were  fo  Hidden  and  various  as  to 
prefent  nothing  but  a  general  chaos 
of  diforder  and  confullon  to  all  dif- 
tant  fpeculators.  In  general,  how¬ 
ever,  the  democratical  interefi.was 
gaining  ground  ;  and  it  was  in  that 
refpeCt,  and  in  that  only,  that  the 
prefent  contefis  held  out  a  profpedt 
of  amendment  and  benefit  (and  a 
molt  eflential  one  it  would  have 
been)  to  the  confiitution,  by  admit¬ 
ting  the  body  of  the  citizens  to  a 

{hare 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


fhare  in  their  refpe&ive  governments. 
Though  it  mult  be  acknowledged, 
that  if  that  great  change  had  taken 
place,  the  whole  conlt.it ution  and 
form  of  government  mull  have  been 
new  modelled ;  or  othervvife,  the 
executive  power  would  have  been 
totally  incapable  of  fulfilling  its 
purpofes,  and  the  centre  of  union 
between  the  refpective  parts  of  the 
republic  would  be  too  feeble  to 
relill  danger,  or  to  admit  of  public 
exertion. 

In  the  city  of  Utrecht,  the  an¬ 
cient  government  was  entirely  over¬ 
thrown,  and  the  democratical  com¬ 
pletely  eftablilhed  ;  while,  to  infure 
its  permanence,  a  college  of  tri¬ 
bunes  was  inftituted  as  an  inhe¬ 
rent  part  of  the  new  conltitution, 
whofe  office  it  was  not  only  vigi¬ 
lantly  to  guard  and  defend  the 
rights  of  the  burghers  or  people  at 
large,  but  who  were  likewife  fur- 
nifhed  with  fuch  ftrong  powers  of 
controul  in  refpedl  to  the  election, 
and  even  to  the  after  conduct  of  the 
fenators  or  regents,  as  threw  the 
government  in  a  great  meafure  en¬ 
tirely  into  their  hands.  They  were, 
however,  verging  fall  to  a  civil  war 
with  the  Hates  of  the  province  ;  to 
which  the  numbers,  wrealth,  and 
power  of  that  city  had  rendered 
them  more  than  competent ;  even 
if  they  had  not  been  openly  encou¬ 
raged,  and  ftrongly  fupported,  by 
Holland.  That  aid  was,  however, 
neceffary  to  counterbalance  the  fup- 
port  which  the  Hates  were  likely 
to  receive  from  the  Hadtholder,  as 
well  as  from  their  neighbours  of 
Guelderland,  and  perhaps  other 
provinces ;  who  feeing  the  danger  of 
fuch  innovations  to  themfelves,  were 
likely  to  oppofe  the  eHablifhment 
of  a  precedent,  which  they  faw  too 
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general  a  difpolition  in  the  people 
to  follow. 

The  government  eHabliflied  in 
Utrecht  was  conlidered  as  a  model  of 
perfection  bv  the  democratical  parties 
in  other  places.  The  idea  of  a  college 
of  tribunes,  which  would  render  the 
feveral  town  regencies  entirely  fub- 
feryient  to  the  people,  and  lay  the 
fenators  individually  at  the  mercy  of 
every  factious  or  turbulent  dema¬ 
gogue  who  became  a  member  of 
that  office,  was  generally  and  pecu¬ 
liarly  captivating ;  feveral  of  the 
towns  in  Holland,  as  well  as  other 
places,  eagerly  adopting  it  in  their 
projected  fchemes  of  reform.  The 
ariHocratics  were  not,  however,  by 
any  means  idle,  and,  where  the  ine¬ 
quality  in  power  was  too  great  to 
admit  of  an  open  refiHance,  all  co¬ 
vert  means  were  ufed  to  procrafli- 
nate  the  event,  if  it  was  found  im- 
poffible  to  defeat  the  attempt.  Thus 
the  democratic  parties  experienced 
not  a  few  revolutions  of  fortune  in 
places  where  they  thought  them¬ 
felves  fecure,  and  were  not  feldom 
furprifed  with  an  ingenious  after¬ 
game  when  it  was  kail  expedled. 

The  Hates  of  Holland  were  in  a 
critical  fituation.  Nothing  could 
be  more  alarming  or  painful  to 
them  than  the  rapid  progrefs  which 
the  democratical  ipirit  was  making 
in  that  province ;  and  yet  they 
were  involved  in  fuch  untoward  cir- 
cumHances,  through  the  mealures 
ivhich  they  had  fo  long  purfued 
againH  the  Hadtholder,  that  they 
dared  not  openly  to  oppofe  the  po¬ 
pular  difpolition,  left  they  might 
have  thrown  the  great  and  nume¬ 
rous  body  of  burghers  into  his  arms, 
which  would  have  decided  the  con.- 
teH  at  once  againH  them. 

This  embarraffment  fully  appear¬ 
ed 
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t*3  in  their  condudl  with  refpe&  to 
the  city  of  Hoorn.  For  the  burgh¬ 
ers  at  that  place  having  adopted  the 
new  fcheme  of  reform,  and  the  ma- 
giftracy  appealing  to  the  ftates,  the 
latter  found  means,  under  the  forms 
either  of  the  eonftitution  or  of  their 
own  body,  to  procraftinate  the  af¬ 
fair  in  filch  a  manner,  that  it  never 
was  brought  to  an  abfolute  decifion. 
In  Dort,  and  fome  other  places, 
where  the  republican  fpirit  was  very 
ftroEg,  and  the  animofity  to  the 
prince  of  Orange  great,  the  fcheme 
of  reform  was  completed  among 
themfelves,  without  any  application 
to  the  ftates.  But  the  defeat  which 
the  popular  '  party  met  at  Rotter¬ 
dam  was  not  to  be  cornpenfated  by 
fmall  fuccefles.  One  of  the  magi- 
ftrates  there,  deferting  his  owrn  par¬ 
ty  and  immediate  interefts,  placed 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  reform¬ 
ers,  and  adfually  commenced  his 
fcheme  of  innovation.  But  the  ma- 
giftraey  were  too  firm,  and  the  bulk 
of  the  people  too  much  on  their  fide, 
to  admit  the  projedf  to  fueceed.  The 
refra&ory  magiftrate  was  difplaced, 
his  proceedings  annulled,  and  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  that  wealthy  and 
powerful  city  reftored  with  little 
trouble. 

The  difficulty  of  comprehending 
the  true  ftate  of  things  was  conti¬ 
nually  increafed  by  the  unaccoun¬ 
table  changes  which  took  place,  not 
only  in  the  great  towns,  but  in  the 
conduct  of  the  ftates  of.  the  refpec- 
tive  provinces,  and  e^en  of  the  ftates 
general  themfelves.  This  was  fo 
fignal  and  linking,  that  a  writer, 
who  evidently  leans  not  a  little  to 
the  republican  fide,  declares  with 
regret,  “  that  it  had  been  one  of 


“  the  misfortunes  of  this  contelc, 
“  that,  through  the  feven  independ- 
“  ent  ftates  of  which  the  republic 
u  is  compofed,  there  is  not  one,  that 
“  has  been  firm  and  unanimous  in 
“  its  attachment,  either  to  the 
“  ftadtholder  or  his  enemies  *.** 
A  circumftance  that  little  accords 
with  the  cool  determined  firmnefs, 
.and  the  inflexible  obftinaev,  afcrib~ 
ed  to  that  people. 

A  remarkable  inftance  of  this  in- 
conftancy  took  place  in  the  province 
of  Friefeland.  The  Frifoiis  had 
ever  valued  themfelves  upon  be¬ 
ing,  and  had  for  many  ages  been 
conlidered  by  others,  among  the 
foremoft  and  the  boldeft  aflertors  of 
liberty.  In  the  prefent  contefts, 
they  feemed  ftudious  to  preferve  or 
to  renew  their  ancient  charadter, 
and  the  ftates  of  that  province  were 
among  the  earlieft  and  the  molt 
ftrenuous  of  any  in  their  oppofition 
to  the  ftadtholder.  Yet,  as  if  there 
had  been  fome  invilible  power, 
which  irrefiftibly  fpread  its  influence 
over  men’s  minds  and  difpofitions, 
they  fuddenly  llackened  their  pace 
in  the  midft  of  the  courfe  ;  Ihewed 
llrong  fymptoms  at  firft  of  doubt 
and  irrefolution,  but  in  a  little  time 
appeared  decidedly  in  favour  of  the 
ftadtholder. 

The  firft  indubitable  inftance  of 
this  change,  was  given  by  their 
abolifliing  the  free  corps  in  that 
province,  which  had  been  raifed 
there,  as  every  where  elfe,  for  the 
foie  purpofe  of  oppoliilg  or  con- 
trouling  the  Orange  intereft.  They, 
however,  feemed  afterwards  to  ac¬ 
cord  with  Holland  in  certain  mea.~- 
fures  ;  but  fo  peevilh  a  courie  of 
controverfy  and  altercation  arofe 
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after- 
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afterwards  between  them  upon  fome 
others,  that  the  Hates  of  the  latter 
put  an  end  at  once  to  the  corre- 
fpondence  by  the  incurable  refolu- 
tion,  u  that  iilent  contempt  was  the 
“  only  manner  in  which  the  argu- 
ii  ments  of  the  Frifons  Ihould  be 
41  treated.”  This  pafiionate  and 
contemptuous  meafure  fixed  at  lealt 
a  majority  of  the  Hates  of  Friefland 
in  the  interefts  of  the  fladtholder, 
which  was  a  material  addition  to 
his  flrength.  The  towns  of  that 
province,  like  thofe  of  all  others, 
were  divided  in  their  fentiments ; 
fome  being  violently  in  his  intered, 
and  others  more  fo  in  their  animo- 
fity  ;  but  perfect  unanimity  in  any, 
would  have  been  in  vain  fought  for 
in  the  prefent  times. 

Similar,  and  Hill  more  unexpeCt- 
ed  conversions,  took  place  in  other 
provinces ;  nor  was  it  uncommon 
for  the  converts  to  relapfe  again  to 
their  former  fentiments.  The  city 
of  AmHerdam  had  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  been  the  bittereil  and  molt 
implacable  of  all  the  fladtholder^ 
enemies ;  fo  that  it  feemed  as  if  all 
the  violent  meafures  purfued  againfl 
him  had  originated  in  the  pride, 
malice,  and  power  of  that  people. 
Mr.  de  Rendorp,  lord  of  Mar¬ 
quette,  had  long  been  one  of  the 
principal  leaders  of  the  popular 
party,  and  was  confidered  as  the  in- 
Higator  of  the  moll  violent  and  pre¬ 
cipitate  meafures  which  the  fenate 
of  that  city  had  adopted.  This 
man,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  who 
were  not  initiated  in  the  deepeft 
mvfleries  of  party  manoeuvres  and 
politics,  fuddenly  changed  Tides, 
and  carried  over  along  with  him  a 
majority  of  the  fenate  to  that  of  the 
lladtholdtr. 

The  firft  fruit  6f  this  revolution 
tfras'a  difeCt  propofal  from  the  de¬ 


puties  of  Amfterdarn  in  the  Hates 
of  Holland,  to  reftore  the  prince  ol 
Orange  to  the  command  of  the  gar- 
rifon  of  the  Hague  ;  which  went  at 
once  to  remove  one  of  the  principal 
points  in  contention,  and  would  in¬ 
deed  have  opened  the  way  in  a  very 
great  meafure  to  an  eafy  reconcilia¬ 
tion.  Being  defeated  in  this  at¬ 
tempt,  through  the  oppofrtion  of  a 
majority  of  the  provincial  Hates, 
the  fenate  of  AmHerdam  wrote  cir¬ 
cular  letters  to  all  the  towns  of  the 
province,  Hrongly  urging  them,  and 
uling  every  poffible  argument  to 
enforce  the  defire,  to  revife  the  in- 
HruCtions  to  their  deputies  in  the 
affembly  of  the  Hates,  and  to  co¬ 
operate  with  themfelves  in  promot¬ 
ing  the  falutary  work  of  concilia¬ 
tion.  — Thus  was  AmHerdam  la¬ 
bouring  to  overthrow,  in  a  lingle 
inHant,  all  the  effects  of  thofe  mea¬ 
fures  which  fhe  had  fo  long  and  fo 
ardently  purfued ! 

This  revolution  of  fentiment  ’and 
conduCt,  if  not  of  principle,  took 
place  about  the  middle  of  1 78 6,  and 
we  fhall  foon  have  occaHon  to  ob~ 
ferve  others  fcarcely  lefs  furpriz- 
ing. 

The  defection  of  AmHerdam  could 
not  but  excite  an  univerfal  alarm 
among  the  leaders  of  the  republican 
party,  and  urge  them  to  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  every  meafure  that  could 
pofiibly  tend  to  counteract  its  effeCt. 
Although  they  had  hitherto  pre- 
ferved  a  majority  in  the  affembly 
of  the  Hates  of  Holland,  yet  that 
majority  was  by  no  means  difpofed 
blindly  and  fervilcly  to  follow  their 
dictates  in  all  cafes  without  difcrimi- 
nation  ;  on  the  contrary,  that  party 
had  been  obliged  to  withdraw  fe- 
veral  of  their  moft  violent  propor¬ 
tions,  without  venturing  to  'bring 
the  queftions  to  a  decifion,  when  they 

augured, 
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augured,  from  the  countenance  of 
their  ufual  fupporters,  the  danger  of 
a  defeat.  The  great  objedt  now 
then  was  to  procure  fuch  a  decided 
majority  in  that  affembly  as  were 
willing  to  go  with  them  in  all  cafes 
whatever,  and  would  thereby  ena¬ 
ble  them  to  proceed  to  fuch  extre¬ 
mities  againft  the  lladtholder  as  they 
wiffied  and  intended. 

The  firft  attempt,  tending  to  this 
purpofe,  was  to  obtain  addreffes 
from  the  towns  of  the  province  to 
the  affembly,  which  they  had  them- 
felves  dilated,  in  order  to  induce 
the  prefent  members  to  depart  en¬ 
tirely  from  that  fyftem  of  modera¬ 
tion  which  had  hitherto  proved  fo 
troublefome  a  reftraint  to  their  pro- 


eedings,  and  to  adopt  all  thofe 


meafures  of  violence  which  they 
were  ready  to  bring  forward,  as  foon 
as  the  occasion  Ihould  offer  a  pro- 
fpedt  of  fuceefs.  The  general  fcope 
of  thefe  addreffes  was  returning 
thanks  to  the  ftates  for  the  efforts 
they  had  already  made  in  oppoiing 
the  alarming  progrefs  of  defpotifm, 
a  ftrong  recommendation  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  vigour  in  their  exertions 
to  its  final  extermination,  and  a 
promife  to  fupport  them  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  the  purfuit  of 
all  fuch  farther  meafures  as  they 
ihould  judge  neceffary  for  the  ac- 
•corup'liffiment  of  that  purpofe. 

Though  thefe  addreffes  w.ere  tri¬ 
umphantly  carried  in  Dort,  Har¬ 
lem,  and  fome  other  towns  diftin- 
guiihed  for  their  republican  fpirit 
and  prcient  opposition,  yet  the  at¬ 
tempt  failed  in  fo  many  others,  that 
the  party  had  no  caufe  to  boaft  of 
their  iuceels.  In  Amfterdam  they 
procured  16,722  fignatures  to  the 
addrefs,  which  they  pretended  not 
only  to  be  a  majority  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants.  but  to  include  the  names  of 


the  principal  citizens  and  burgh¬ 
ers  ;  and  would  therefore  have  it 
confidered  as  the  genuine  and  un¬ 
equivocal  fenfe  of  the  capital.  But 
the  contrary  to  thefe  affertions  be¬ 
ing  then  known  to  be  the  real  ftate 
of  things,  and  indeed  foon  after  in- 
controvertibly  eftablilhed,  this  at¬ 
tempt  at  deception  added  no  re¬ 
putation  to  the  caufe,  and  leffened 
the  opinion  of  its  ftrength. 

Yet  thefe  addreffes  feem  to  have 
encouraged  the  republican  party  t© 
bring  forward  a  bold  and  deciftve 
meafure,  which,  though  a  favourite 
in  contemplation,  had  not  yet  been 
ventured  upon.  This  was  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  prince  of  Orange  froiji 
his  offices  of  fladtholder  and  admi¬ 
ral  general,  in  the  fame  manner  they 
had  already  fucceeded  in  fufpend- 
ing  him  from  that  of  captain  gene¬ 
ral.  This  queffion  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  on  the  10th  of  January  1787, 
and  occalioned  the  warmeff  and 
moft  violent  debates,  for  two  fuc- 
ceeding  days,  that  had  been  known 
in  that  affembly.  The  propofers, 
however,  found  the  oppoiition  fo 
formidable,  and  the  aipedf  of  the 
independent  members  fo  doubtful, 
that  they  did  not  clioofe  to  hazard 
the  'deeilion  of  a  vote  on  the  quef- 
tion. 

Thus  defeated,  the  only  refourcc 
feemingly  left  for  procuring  a  fare 
majority  in  the  affembly  of  the 
ftates,  was  that  of  increafing  the 
number  of  voters.  For  the  better 
underftanding  of  this  buftnefs,  we 
are  to  obferve,  that  feveral  towns, 
which  were  only  villages,  or  per¬ 
haps  not  in  existence,  at  the  time  of 
the  union,  have  fince  rifen  to  wealth 
and  confequence,  as  others  which 
were  then  conliderable,  have  lince 
declined  in  perhaps  a  fimilar  pro- 
greffion.  The  farmer  confequently 

have 
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have  no  reprefentatives  in  the 
affembly  of  the  provincial  Hates, 
while  the  latter,  like  the  decayed 
boroughs  in  England,  Hill  retain 
their  reprefentation  ;  and  however 
infignificant  as  to  population  or 
property,  preferve  their  rank,  tho’ 
not  entirely  their  confequence,  as 
members  of  the  original  confederacy 
and  union. 

The  republican  party,  in  order, 
as  we  have  feen,  to  increafe  the 
number  of  votes  in  the  affembly  of 
the  llates,  procured  or  introduced 
petitions  from  Heufden,  Woerden, 
and  other  new  towns  which  were 
grown  into  confideration,  requiring 
a  (hare  in  the  general  reprefenta¬ 
tion.  This  attempt  was  fo  little 
likely  to  fucceed,  that  it  feemed 
rather  the  offspring  of  pafiion  and 
a  premature  confidence  and  eager- 
nefs,  than  the  refult  of  a  cool  judg¬ 
ment  and  any  well-founded  hope. 
It  was  accordingly  fo  ill  received 
by  the  Hates,  that  the  towns  foon 
withdrew  their  petitions,  and  the 
party  found  themfelves  again  foil¬ 
ed,  without  their  being  able  to 
bring  the  queHion  to  an  abfolute 
decifion. 

We  have  therefore  Hated,  that 
the  two  great  parties  for  and  againH 
the  houfe  of  Orange,  into  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  were  divided,  were  fo  nearly 
balanced  in  point  of  number,  that, 
if  tried  by  the  tell  of  a  poll  or  a 
general  vote,  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  doubt  on  which  fide  the  majority 
would  appear.  Our  opinion  was 
neceffarily  founded  on  fuch  informa¬ 
tion  as  we  could  then  obtain.  This, 
however,  was  fo  defective  as  to  lead 
us,  in  that  refpedt,  into  an  error. 
It  now  appears  from  the  moH  in¬ 
dubitable  authority,  that  although 
the  prince  of  Orange  had,  through 


various  caufes  and  much  mifmanage- 
ment,  loll,  within  a  few  years,  a 
very  confiderable  and  alarming 
(hare  of  his  popularity  and  influ¬ 
ence,  yet,  that  he  poffeffed  Hill  fo 
faH  a  hold  of  the  affe£lions  or  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  people 
throughout  the  republic,  that,  were 
any  decifion  by  numbers  to  take 
place,  the  majority  in  his  favour 
would  be  fo  vaH,  that  the  adverfe 
party  would  appear  only  a  mere 
handful  in  the  comparifon.  The 
peafantry  or  yeomanry,  including 
in  that  defcription  all  the  inabi- 
tants  of  the  open  country,  were,  al- 
moH  to  a  man,  not  only  warm,  but, 
it  might  be  faid,  violent  in  their 
attachments  to  him.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  inferior  towns,  and 
many  of  their  magiHracies,  were 
little  lefs  fo.  And  even  in  the  great 
cities,  where  it  was  probably  but 
little  expected  even  by  his  friends, 
it  appeared,  as  foon  as  the  teH  was 
applied,  that  a  majority  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  was  on  his  fide. 

Tliis  was  fully  fhewn  in  the  city 
of  AmHerdam,  the  great  and  origi¬ 
nal  fource  of  all  the  oppofition  he 
had  encountered,  and  of  all  the  mor¬ 
tification  which  he  had  endured. 
We  have  feen  that  the  adverfe  par¬ 
ty  had  procured  near  1 7,000  figna- 
tures  to  an  addrefs  inimical  to  the 
intereHs  of  the  Hadtholder,  which 
they  reprefented  as  being  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  inhabitants,  and  as  con* 
veying  the  unquefiionable  fenfe  of 
that  great  city  ;  but  an  affocia- 
tion  having  been  foon  after  entered 
into  there  for  fupporting  the  rights 
of  that  prince,  the  fubfcribers  in 
three  days  more  than  doubled  the 
number  of  the  addreffes,  and  a- 
mounted  to  above  35,000.  In  Rot¬ 
terdam,  it  was  well  known  that  his 
friends  would  have  been  found  Hill  ' 


more 
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more  numerous  irj  proportion  to  the 
general  number  of  the  inhabitants. 

We  have  heretofore  rightly  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  nobility,  (or,  in  the 
language  of  the  country,  the  equef- 
trian  order)  together  with  the  army 
and  the  navy,  were  generally  ftrong* 
ly  attached  to  the  houfe  of  Orange. 
To  t.hefe  orders  of  men  we  lhall 
now  add  the  clergy  of  the  eftablifh- 
ed  church,  a  body  whofe  opinions 
and  example  muff  carry  great  weight 
and  influence  in  all  countries  where 
religion  is  not  nearly  extindt ;  and 
who,  in  this  exclufive  of  all  other 
motives  of  attachment,  had,  ever 
fmee  the  days  of  Arminius,  confider- 
td  that  family  as  their  principal 
Ihield  of  protection  and  defence 
againff  the  heterodox  dodlrines 
which  they  imputed  to  that  vifiorrary 
innovator.  Now  as  many  of  the  re¬ 
publican  leaders  had  early  adopted 
and  dill  held  thefe  opinions,  and 
the  party  were  generally  difpofed 
to  them,  it  was  no  very  difficult  nor 
unufual  matter,  that  fome  confider- 
able  ffiare  of  that  abhorrence  which 
was  conceived  againff  dodlrines  that 
were  regarded  as  abominable,  fliould 
be  transferred  to  the  perfons  and 
party  who  adopted  them ;  while 
party  zeal,  being  thus  quickened 
and  embittered  by  religious  contefts 
and  prejudices,  the  enthufiafm  ex¬ 
cited  by  the  combination  could  not 
fail  to  place  the  clergy  among  the 
foremoft  fupporters  of  the  Orange 
c aufe  and  interefts. 

With  fuch  fupports,  added  to  that 
of  the  bulk  of  the  people,  and  for¬ 
tified  with  fuch  ftrong  mounds  of 
defence  as  great  legal  and  official 
powers,  with  a  long-effabliffied  au¬ 
thority,  it  may  appear  almoff  para¬ 
doxical  how  the  fabric  could  have 
been  fliaken  as  we  have  feen  by  a 
comparatively  fraall  party.  To  ac¬ 


count  for  this,  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  defect  in  point  of  number 
was  compenfated,  on  the  fide  of  the 
party  in  oppolition,  by  a  great  jfu- 
periority  with  refpedt  to  wealth,  of 
which  they  poffeffed  not  only  more 
than  a  proportionate  fhare,  but,  it  is 
probable,  confidently  more  than  a 
moiety  of  what  was  contained  in  the 
whole  republic  ;  and  every  body 
will  aliow,  that  the  more  wealth  is 
concentrated,  by  being  lodged  in 
fuch  a  moderate  number  of  hands 
as  will  not  be  much  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  for  its  due  application  to  any 
given  purpofe,  the  more  powerful 
its  effects  will  prove.  The  fame 
apparent  defedl  will  account,  even 
independent  of  feveral  other  caufes 
wrhich  may  be  eafily  pointed  out, 
for  the  clofe  union,  the  eafy  ma¬ 
nagement,  and  the  effedlive  concert, 
in  all  cafes,  of  that  party,  which  ap¬ 
pearing  like  the  difcipline  of  a  well- 
regulated  army,  afforded  frequent 
and  great  advantages  over  their 
loofe  and  disjointed  antagonifts. 
They  were  likewife  in  poffeffion  of 
moll  of  the  offices  of  magiftracy, 
and  in  many  provinces  of  the  au¬ 
thority  and  name  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  government ;  a  circumftance 
of  no  fmall  weight  in  the  eftimate 
of  political  ftrength.  The  fpring- 
ing  up  of  the  democratical  fpirit, 
however  ruinous  to  the  ariftocracies 
in  the  iffue,  wras  for  the  prefent  a 
wonderful  acceffion  of  ffrength  to 
the  adverfe  party,  by  throwing  that 
great  body  of  the  burghers  on  whom 
it  operated  diredlly  into  their  aims. 
To  all  thefe  may  with  juftice  be 
added,  and  certainly  will  not  be 
conlidered  as  an  inefficient  caufe, 
that  feveral  of  the  leaders  of  the 
/  republican  party  were  men  of  very 
confiderable  parts  and  abilities  ; 
while  it  muff  be  acknowledged  by 
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all  who  attend  to  the  courfe  of  the 
conteft,  that  thefe  qualities  were  in 
no  degree  counterbalanced  on  the 
other  fide.  A  great  fuperiority  in 
policy,  and  all  party  manoeuvres, 
was  the  neceffary  confequence. 

The  affairs  of  Utrecht  had  long 
been  a  fource  of  great  embarrafft 
inent  to  the  ftates  of  Holland.  It 
was  effential  to  the  views  of  the 
dominant  party  to  fupport  that  city  ; 
but  the  doing  of  it  by  open  force 
was  fo  flagrant  a  violation  of  the 
union,  and  would  appear  fo  daring 
an  inroad  upon  the  rights  of  another 
ftate,  which  vras  in  all  refpedts  their 
equal,  and  whofe  powers  of  juris¬ 
diction  and  government  were  as 
completely  and  firmly  eftablifhed 
as  their  own,  was  fo  alarming  and 
hazardous  a  meafure,  that  it  could 
not  without  much  difficulty  be 
adopted. 

Pretty  early  in  the  fummer  of 
the  year  17 86,  the  republican  party 
finding  or  thinking  themfelves  fuft 
ficiently  flrong,  brought  this  fubjeCl 
forward  in  the  aflembly  of  the  ftates 
of  Holland,  by  moving  a  refolution, 
that  they  fhould  by  force  of  arms 
refill  all  attempts  of  coercion  that 
were  made  againft  the  city  of 
Utrecht.  This  queftion  produced 
long  and  vehement  debates,  which 
were  maintained  with  great  per- 
feverance,  and  no  fmall  degree  of 
animofity  on  both  Tides.  The  par¬ 
ties,  however,  appeared  fo  nearly 
equal  in  ftrength,  that  neither  fide 
Teemed  much  difpofed  to  bring  the 
queftion  to  an  abfolute  decifion,  and 
it  Teemed  to  be  dropped  by  a  fort  of 
mutual  tacit  confent. 

But  in  the  following  September, 
when  the  capture  of  Elbourg  and 
Hattem  had  blown  up  the  flame  of 
dilcontent  to  the  higheft  pitch, 
againft  the  ftadtholder  in  the  pro¬ 


vince  of  Holland,  the  ftates,  on  the 
6th  of  that  month,  iffued  a  fudden 
order,  that  all  their  troops  fhould 
be  in  readinefs  to  march  at  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  warning.  On  the  following 
day  they  granted  permifiion  to  feve- 
ral  bodies  of  armed  burghers,  who 
had  addreffed  them  for  the  purpofe, 
to  march  dire&ly  to  the  affiftance  or 
relief  of  their  brethren  in  Utrecht  ; 
at  the  fame  time  opening  their  mili¬ 
tary  magazine  at  Woerden  for  the 
ufe  of  that  city. 

The  day  after,  being  the  8th  of 
the  fame  month,  in  order  partly  to 
give  the  greater  weight  and  appear¬ 
ance  of  folemnity  to  their  proceed¬ 
ings,  partly  to  explain  the  caufes 
of  thefe  extraordinary  meafures  to 
the  reprefentative  of  the  whole  re¬ 
public,  and  thereby  reconcile  them 
to  thofe  which  they  intended  farther 
to  purfue,  they  exhibited  to  the 
people  the  unufual  fpe&acle  of  their 
repairing  in  a  body,  to  the  amount 
of  about  fifty  perfons,  to  the  aft 
fembly  of  the  ftates  general,  where 
they  reprefented  them  as  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary  in  the  prefent  criti¬ 
cal  ftate  of  affairs,  in  order  to  with- 
ftand  the  hoftile  proceedings  and 
dangerous  defigns  of  the  ftadt¬ 
holder.  It  may  be  neceffary  here 
to  obferve,  that  although  no  town 
has  more  than  one  vote,  and  that 
thefe  amount  in  all  only  to  nineteen, 
in  the  ftates  of  Holland,  yet  that 
there  is  no  limitation  as  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  deputies  which  any  town  may 
fend,  who  are  all  equally  members 
of  that  aflembly,  and  have  an  equal 
right  to  fit  and  to  debate  in  it ;  fo 
that  ability,  with  the  powers  of  ar¬ 
gument  and  perfuafion,  may  be 
branched  out  into  feveral  parts,  al¬ 
though  the  vote  is  Tingle. 

It  was  not  confonant  to  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  ftates  general,  to 

give 
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give  any  prefent  anlwer  to,  or  to 
make  any  immediate  obfervation 
on  thefe  reprefentations. 

The  hates  of  Holland  followed 
up  thefe  proceedings  with  an  order 
to  the  troops  of  the  province  to 
march  immediately  to  the  frontiers 
on  the  fide  of  Utrecht ;  and,  to  ren¬ 
der  them  the  more  dedfad  in  the 
intended  fervice,  voted  an  augmen¬ 
tation  of  twelve  fous  per  week  to 
their  pay.  They  likewife  took  into 
their  fervice  a  corps  of  light  troops, 
which,  under  the  ill-founded  deno¬ 
mination  of  a  legion,  had  been 
raifed  by  a  Rhingrave  of  Salm, 
during  the  late  contefl  with  the 
emperor,  for  the  fervice  of  the  re¬ 
public  in  that  feafon  of  apparent 
danger.  The  fuppreffion  of  this 
corps,  which  had  been  intended 
along  with  other  military  reductions 
of  the  fame  nature,  had  long  been 
prevented  through  the  influence  of 
the  republican  leaders,  on  account 
of  the  violent  part  which  their  com¬ 
mander  took,  or  affeCted  to  take,  in 
behalf  of  that  party.  The  dates 
general  having,  however,  at  length 
difcharged  them  from  the  fervice  of 
the  republic,  thofe  of  Holland  took 
them  into  the  immediate  pay  of  that 
province,  in  order  to  their  being 
employed  in  the  war  of  Utrecht. 

We  have,  in  our  hiflory  of  the 
year  1786,  taken  notice  of  the  fub- 
fcquent  meafures  purfued  by  the 
dates  of  Holland  againd  the  dadt- 
holder  previous  to,Monf.  de  Rayne- 
vaPs  negociation  ;  particularly  his 
fufpendon  from  the  office  of  captain- 
general,  the  difcharging  the  troops 
from  their  fnilitary  oath  to  him,  and 
their  forbidding  that  title  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  him  in  the  public  prayers  of 
the  churches.  We  likewife  took 
notice  of  the  drong  proted  made  by 
the  prince  againd  thefe  proceedings. 


The  defection  of  the  fenate  of 
Amderdam  from  their  party,  feem- 
ed  to  be  little  lefs  than  a  mortal 
fhock  to  the  republican  leaders  ; 
and  the  failure  of  their  late  attempts 
of  dripping  the  dadtholder  of  his 
remaining  great  offices  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Holland,  and  of  increafing 
the  number  of  voters  in  the  af- 
fembly  of  the  dates,  could  not  but 
increafe  their  condernation  and  de- 
fpondence.  The  effeCt  produced  by 
this  date  of  things  was  vifible  for 
fome  time  after  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1787,  by  that  unufual 
lpirit  of  moderation  which  appa¬ 
rently  prevailed  in  their  condud. 
But  they  were  foon  to  experience 
a  more  fenfible  fhock  than  even  the 
lofs  of  Amderdam. 

This  was  no  lefs  than  a  revolu¬ 
tion  of  fentiment  and  conduft  in  the 
affembly  of  the  dates  of  Holland. 
Indeed  the  change  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  fenate  of  Amderdam, 
conddering  the  lead  which  that  city 
had  always  taken  in  public  affairs, 
and  the  almoft  unbounded  induence 
which  {he  had  ever  maintained  in 
the  affembly  of  the  provincial  dates, 
afforded  alarming  indications  of  the 
confequences  which  were  likely  to 
enfue.  From  that  period  the  dates 
had  vifibly  grown  more  indecidve 
in  their  conduct  ;  the  republican 
zeal  feemed  much  flackened,  and 
the  numbers  ran  cloier  on  every 
dividon. 

It  feemed  to  be  a  capital  error 
in  the  republican  party,  to  admit 
the  appointment  of  the  celebrated 
Van  Berkel,  the  fird  pendonary  of 
Amderdam,  to  the  office  of  repre- 
fenting  the  republic  as  minider  to 
the  new  dates  of  America.  This 
man  had  long  been  the  leader,  ora¬ 
cle,  and  it  may  be  faid,  the  foul  of 
that  party ;  and  no  man  was  ever 

better 
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better  calculated  for  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion.  His  ambition  was  boundlefs; 
but  he  pofTefled  all  the  great  quali¬ 
ties  neceffary  to  its  fupport  and  gra¬ 
tification  in  as  unlimited  a  degree. 
His  love  of  money,  however,  ba¬ 
lanced  his  love  of  power,  and  feemed 
to  preponderate  on  this  occafion  of 
facrificing  his  profpeCts  at  home  to 
the  American  employment.  Per¬ 
haps  he  was  encouraged  in  this  pro¬ 
ject  by  fome  of  the  leaders  on  his 
own  fide,  who  wifhed  to  be  his  fuc- 
ceffor  ;  and  who  would  not  believe 
that  his  popularity  and  power  were 
the  effect  of  fuperior  talents.  How¬ 
ever  that  was,  it  is  certain  that  Van 
Berkel’s  abfence  was  now  feverely 
felt  by  the  party  ;  and  it  is  highly 
probable  that  neither  the  defection 
in  Amfterdam,  nor  the  confequent 
change  in  the  affembly  of  the  ftates, 
would  have  taken  place  if  he  had 
been  prefent. 

After  fome  weeks  feeming  hefita- 

tion,  the  aflembly  of  the  ftates  of 

Holland  afforded  an  unequivocal 

proof  of  the  change  which  had  taken 

place  in  their  fentiments,  by  partly 

reverflng  and  partly  altering  a  for- 

,,  ,  .  mer  refolution  of  their 

March  30th 

own,  upon  a  motion 
1  l'  made  for  that  purpofe 
by  the  friends  of  the  prince  of 
Orange.  This  was  followed  by 
another  meafure  not  lefs  convincing. 
The  refugees  from  Hattem  and 
Elburg,  who  were  confidered  as 
martyrs  to  the  republican  party, 
were  treated  by  them  nearly  with 
the  reverence  iuited  to  that  charac¬ 
ter,  and  had  early  received  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  ftates  of  Holland  ;  but 
they  now  paffed  a  refolution,  recom¬ 
mending  thefe  refugees  to  the  cle¬ 
mency  of  the  ftates  of  Guelderland, 
and  requefting  that  they  might  be 
permitted  to  return  to  their  refpec- 
Vol.  XXIX. 


tive  habitations  ;  and  thus  virtually 
withdrew  the  protection  which  they 
had  fo  lately  granted. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
highly  refented  by  the  adverfe 
party  than  this  dereliction  of  the 
refugees  ;  nor  could  any  thing  ap¬ 
pear  more  dreadful  to  themfelves 
than  the  change  in  condition  and 
character  which  they  were  to  un¬ 
dergo  ;  to  be  driven  from  all  the 
fweets  of  an  idle  and  plentiful  life, 
from  the  pleafure  of  being  idolized 
as  the  forward  champions  and  wil¬ 
ling  victims  to  a  righteous  caufe, 
then  to  return  to  their  cuftomary  la¬ 
bours  and  native  obfeurity,  and  to 
appear  in  the  garb  of  fuppliants  and 
penitents  to  their  natural  rulers, 
was  a  tranfition  almoft  intolerable  to 
humanity. 

Nothing  could  accordingly  exceed 
the  exclamations  raifed  againft  the 
ftates  of  Holland,  and  the  indigna¬ 
tion  expreffed  at  their  conduCt.  To 
give  up  the  fugitives  to  the  mercy 
of  their  enemies  in  Guelderland, 
was  not  only  reprefented  as  a  moil 
flagrant  and  glaring  violation  of 
good  faith,  but  as  an  aCt  of  direCt 
and  fhamelefs  treachery.  Several 
of  the  moil  faCtious  cities,  in  this 
fpirit,  took  up  the  caufe  of  the  re¬ 
fugees,  and  determined,  fo  far  as 
they  were  capable,  to  remedy  the 
evil,  by  voting  their  protection  to 
them,  offering  them  all  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  burgherlhip,  and  promifing 
them  every  other  accommodation 
which  it  fhould  be  in  their  power  to 
confer. 

Thus  was  the  door  opening  to  a 
new  and  ftrange  face  of  things  in 
the  province  of  Holland  ;  and  it  was. 
foon  to  reveal  afpeCts  ftill  more  novel 
and  unexpected. 

In  the  mean  time  numberlefs 
clubs  and  affociations  were  formed, 

and 
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and  large  ferns  of  money,  it  was 
faid,  fubfcribed,  for  the  preserva¬ 
tion  of  the  antient  constitution,  and 
the  ftadtholder’s  rights  ;  while  every 
new  meafure  or  incident  on  either 
fide  increased  the  animofity  on  the 
other,  until  nothing  could  exceed 
the  virulence  of  their  mutual  re¬ 
proach  and  accufation ;  the  ftadt- 
holder’s  friends  openly  charging  the 
republican  party  with  haying  been 
long  the  betrayers  of  their  country 
to  French  gold,  and  thefe  retorting, 
that  their  adverfaries  wanted  to  over¬ 
throw  the  free  conftitution  of  the 
republic,  and  to  eftablifh  a  regal 
defpotifm,  though  at  firft  perhaps 
without  the  name,  in  the  perfon  of 
the  prince  of  Orange. 

The  lituation  of  the  republican 
party  became  exceedingly  critical. 
They  had  been  foiled  in  all  their 
late  attempts  ;  they  had  loll,  their 
principal  and  fuppofed  impregnable 
fortrefs  in  Amfterdam.  In  the  next 
great  city,  that  of  Rotterdam,  they 
were  entirely  mattered  ;  a  majority 
of  the  provinces,  thofe  of  Friettand, 
Zealand,  Utrecht,  and  Guelderland, 
were  decidedly  againft  them  ;  and 
they  had  now  finally  loft  their  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  affembly  of  the  ftates  of 
Holland  ;  fo  that  the  two  fmall  and 
weak  provinces  of  Groningen  and 
Qveryffel  were  all  that  continued 
firmly  on  their  fide. 

It  was  then  evident,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  the  moft  prompt  and  de¬ 
cisive  meafures  could  retain  or  re¬ 
trieve  any  part  of  their  power  and 
confequence  as  a  party.  Thefe  could 
not  but  be  hazardous  and  dangerous, 
but  it  was  the  laft  flake,  and  all 
things  mutt  be  rifqued  ;  if  fortune 
favoured,  fuccefs  would  afford  a  fuf- 
ficient  fan&ion  to  the  proceedings. 
They  faw,  at  the  fame  time,  that  in 
fuch  circumftanees,  all  farther  tem- 


porifing  with  the  democyatical  par¬ 
ties  muff  be  at  an  end;  that  the 
afiftocracies  mutt  now  cordially  ad¬ 
mit  their  claims  ;  and  that  they  had 
no  other  alternative  than  that  of 
fubmiflion  to  the  prince  of  Orange  ; 
an  idea  more  dreadful  than  even 
that  of  a  foreign  conqueft.  It  was 
accordingly  determined  that  the 
armed  burghers  fliould  be  the  in- 
ftruments  of  reforming  the  flate  and 
government  ;  and  that  when  they  had 
effectually  fucceeded  in  fubverting 
the  old,  their  order  fliould  be  .en¬ 
titled  to  fuch  a  {hare  in  the  new  con¬ 
ftitution,  as  they  might  hereafter 
agree  upon. 

It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  burghers  would  be  flack  in  em¬ 
bracing  an  opportunity  of  fulfilling 
their  own  purpofes,  and  attaining 
thofe  objeCts  which  they  had  long 
fo  eagerly  fought.  They  had  feme 
time  before  entered  into  a  combi¬ 
nation  for  introducing  a  democrati- 
cal  revolution  in  the  city  of  Rotter¬ 
dam  ;  and  petitioned  the  ftates  of 
Holland  for  their  fanCtion  in  new- 
modelling  the  fenate,  by  increafing 
the  number  from  twenty-four,  the 
prefent  eftablifhment,  to  forty  per- 
fbns.  But  this  petition  was  received 
very  unfavourably  by  the  ftates,  who 
referred  them  back  to  their  own 
magiftracy  ;  and  thefe  immediately 
published  a  declaration,  in  which 
they  ftrongly  infifted,  that  the  fenfe 
of  the  different  towns  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  could  not  be  legally  known  or 
communicated  through  any  other 
medium  than  that  of  their  refpeCtive 
fenates,  and  that  confequently  the 
ftates  of  Holland  had  no  right  or 
authority  to  take  any  petition  from 
their  citizens  into  confideration. 

Notwithftanding  this  defeat,  which 
took  place  about  the  clofe  of  the 
paft,  or  the  commencement  of  the 

prefent 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[i9 


prefent  year,  the  inceffant  efforts  of 
the  democratic  party  to  overturn, 
and  the  refiftance  of  their  oppofers 
to  preferve  inviolate  the  eftablilhed 
conftitution  and  government,  had 
fince  kept  that  city  in  a  conflant 
ftate  of  tumult  and  difordcr.  In 
this  courfe  of  domeftic  warfare, 
counter  affociations  were  formed 
and  fubfcribed  to  by  the  contend- 
ing  parties,  when  it  foon  appeared 
that  the  number  of  thofe  who  unit¬ 
ed  in  favour  of  the  prince,  more  than 
doubled  that  of  their  antagonifts. 

But  the  new  and  powerful  energy 
which  was  at  length  communicat¬ 
ed,  the  confidence  derived  from 
having  arms  in  their  hands,  and 
the  courage  infpired  by  the  cor- 
refpondence  and  advice  received 
from  their  brethren  in  other  places, 
rendered  the  burghers  regardlefs  of 
the  fuperior  number  of  their  adver- 
faries,  and  induced  them  fearlefsly 
to  proceed  to  the  laft  extremities. 
...  ,  In  this  determination 

Prig~3  *  they  furrounded  the  fe- 
'  '*  nate-houfe,  compelled 
the  fenate  to  depofe  feven  fuch 
members  of  their  body  as  they  con- 
fidered  the « moll  adverfe  to  their 
defigns,  and,  under  the  form  of  a 
mock  election,  had  their  places  in- 
ftantly  filled  up  with  feven  of  the 
moft  violent  of  their  own  party. 
The  deputies  of  the  city  in  the  af¬ 
fembly  of  the  provincial  Hates  be¬ 
ing  among  the  degraded  fenators, 
the  reprefentation  of  Rotterdam 
was  of  courfe  totally  changed.  It 
was  to  little  purpofe  that  the  in¬ 
jured  fenators  appealed  to  the  laws, 
to  the  conffitution,  and  to  the  dates 
of  Holland ;  no  redrefs  was  any 
where  to  be  obtained.  The  depu¬ 
ties  at  the  Hague  had  the  courage 
to  endeavour  to  keep  their  feats, 
alledging  that  they  were  the  only 


legal  reprefentatives  of  their  city, 
the  new  ones  being  ufurpers  brought 
in  by  force  and  violence  ;  but  the 
provincial  affembly  itfelf  being  by 
that  time  garbled,  had  likewife 
changed  its  nature,  and,  pretending 
that  they  had  no  right  to  interfere 
in  the  private  difputes  of  any  city, 
received  the  new  deputies  without 
regard  to  the  complaints  or  rights 
of  the  old. 

On  tire  very  fame  day  that  the 
fenate  of  Rotterdam  was  purged  in 
this  manner  by  the  armed  burghers, 
fimilar  meafures  were  purfued  by 
their  brethren  at  Amfterdam.  They 
furrounded  the  fenate-houfe  betimes 
in  the  morning,  and  the  affrighted 
magiffrates  entered  into  a  negocia- 
tion  with  them,  which  was  fpun  out 
until  the  evening,  when  finding  that 
they  had  no  alternative,  they  were 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  demands 
of  the  burghers,  by  declaring  that 
nine  members  of  their  bodv,  who 
were  thole  nominated  to  them,  had 
abdicated  their  offices.  Among  thefe 
victims  to  the  revolution,  were  three 
deputies  to  the  affembly  of  the 
provincial  Hates,  who  had  lately 
voted  on  fome  occafion  on  the  fide 
of  the  ftadtholder.  At  the  fame  time 
that  they  were  clearing  the  fenate 
of  their  adverfaries,  the  four  co¬ 
lonels  of  the  city  militia,  and  con- 
fequcntly  the  only  legal  comman¬ 
ders  of  the  burghers,  were  doomed 
to  undergo  their  perfection,  and 
obliged  to  fend  in  their  reiigna- 
tions. 

About  the  fame  time  the  city  of 
Utrecht,  proud  in  its  wealth,  and 
confident  in  the  circumftance  of  its 
contributing  as  much  or  more  to¬ 
wards  the  public  expence  than  the 
reft  of  the  province,  determined  at 
once  to  Ihew  its  fupericrity,  ai  d  to 
reduce  the  Hates  at  Amersfort  to 
m  2  beggary. 
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beggary,  and'  an  incapacity  of  car¬ 
rying  on  bufinefs,  by  withdrawing 
its  allotted  quota  of  revenue  entirely 
from  their  difpofal.  This  meafure 
admitting  of  no  alternative,  fervtd 
to  cure  that  flacknefs  and  indecifion 
which  had  marked  the  conduct  of 
the  provincial  Hates,  and  compelled 
them  to  adopt  the  moft  vigorous 
meafure s  for  reducing  that  turbu¬ 
lent  city  to  obedience.  For  this 
purpofe  their  own  troops,  in  concert 
with  thofe  of  their  allies  the  Hates 
of  Guelaerland,  and  fuch  as  the 
Hadtholder  could  furnilh,  feemed  to 
be  competent ;  but  the  great  clog 
to  the  undertaking  lay  in  the  ap- 
prehenfion  and  danger,  that  Hol¬ 
land  would  take  an  open  and  direct 
part  in  the  conteH,  and,  throwing 
its  whole  force  into  the  oppofite 
fcale,  fink  the  balance  entirely 
againH  them.  For  though  fuch  a 
meafure  would  not  only  be  a  direCt 
breach,  but  amount  to  a  diffolution 
of  the  general  confederacy  { Utrecht, 
like  every  other  province,  being 
abfolutely  paramount  and  fovereign 
within  its  own  territories)  yet  they 
had  feen  fo  many  inHances  of  the 
daring  fpirit  of  that  party  now  do¬ 
minant  in  Holland,  that  they  truff- 
ed  as  little  to  their  prudence  in 
weighing  general  confequences,  as 
to  their  jufiice  with  refpeCt  to  the 
rights  of  others. 

It  became  accordingly  the  firH 
object  of  policy  with  the  Hadt- 
Jiolder’s  friends,  as  well  as  with 
the  Hates  of  Utrecht  and  Guelder- 
land,  to  ufe  all  the  civil  means 
which  the  nature  of  the  conllitu- 
tion  and  government  admitted,  to 
reHrain  the  violence  of  Holland  ; 
and  if  thefe  failed  of  effeCf,  their 
fecond  object,  and  laH  apparent  re- 
fource  was,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
provinces  of  Zealand  and  Frief- 
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land  (which  they  had  a  well-found¬ 
ed  hope  of  obtaining)  and  prepare 
to  defend  their  territorial  rights, 
and  vindicate  their  fovereign  au¬ 
thority  by  arms. 

The  Hates  general  had  hitherto 
preferved  the  moH  guarded  neutra¬ 
lity  through  the  whole  courfe  of 
thefe  diffenfions ;  fo  that  it  could 
not  even  be  furmifed  what  their 
private  opinions  as  men  might  be, 
relative  to  any  of  the  queHions 
which  had  been  fo  violently  agitat¬ 
ed.  In  fact,  by  the  conHitution  of 
that  body,  though  their  powers  and 
authority  were  great,  they  were  di¬ 
rected  rather  to  general  than  to 
particular  objeCts.  Their  high 
mightineffes  were  the  watchful 
guardians  of  the  intereffs  of  the 
republic  as  a  wdiole  ;  they  were  to 
look  particularly  to  them  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  foreign  nations  ;  they  were 
to  watch  the  approach  of  danger 
from  without,  to  eHimate  its  degree, 
and  to  make  a  timely  provifion  for 
the  public  fecurity.  In  war,  their 
powers  w'ere  great,  and  their  au¬ 
thority  in  a  great  meafure  conclu- 
five ;  and  in  peace,  they  were  to 
prefcribe  the  force  to  be  fupported 
by  fea  and  land,  to  infpeCl  into  the 
Hate  of  the  fleets  and  armies,  and 
to  look  to  every  part  of  the  public 
defence  at  home  and  abroad.  But 
with  refpeCt  to  internal  affairs, 
or  the  differences  between  particu¬ 
lar  Hates,  their  powrers  of  controul, 
if  not  abfolutely  limited,  are  at  leaff 
unknown,  as  their  exertion  is  pro¬ 
bably  without  a  precedent.  But  in 
cafes  of  extreme  neceflitv,  even 
with  refpeCf  'to  internal  affairs, 
where  the  peace  or  unity  of  the  re. 
public  were  endangered,  the  occa¬ 
sion  would  undoubtedly  fanCtify 
the  application  of  thefe  undefined 
povyers,  and  the  effedl  would  be 
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the  greater  from  the  rarenefs  of  the 
exertion. 

It  feemed  as  if  the  ftates  general 
conlidered  the  occafion  for  calling 
forth  that  fupreme  power,  which, 
however  concealed  or  dormant, 
mull  fubfift  in  all  ftates,  as  now  ar¬ 
rived,  by  that  war  which  was  on 
the  point  of  breaking  out  between 
Holland  and  the  ftates  of  Utrecht 
with  their  allies. 

But,  previous  to  their  direct  in¬ 
terference,  the  friends  of  the  ftadt- 
holder  deemed  it  neceffary  to  obtain 
the  fandtion  of  another  great  body  in 
the  ftate,  as  an  elTential  preparatory 
meafure.  This  was  the  council  of 
ftate  for  the  feven  provinces,  a  body 
of  the  firft  dignity  and  power  with 
refpedl  to  the  mere  executive  au¬ 
thority  in  the  republic.  This  coun¬ 
cil,  which  fits  conftantly  at  the 
Hague,  is  compofed,  like  the  ftates 
general,  of  deputies  from  all  the 
provinces  of  the  union  ;  and  is  the 
conftant  reprefentative  of  that  body, 
which  meets  only  on  ftated  days, 
not  only  in  thofe  fhorter  intervals, 
but  in  the  cafes  of  feparation  or 
prorogation,  and  in  thel'e  feafons 
fuperintend  the  execution  of  all  fuch 
refolutions  as  they  have  paffed  on 
public  affairs.  The  council  of  ftate 
likewife  fuperintend  the  public  re¬ 
venues,  the  neceffary  provifions  for 
the  army,  and  the  affairs  of  the 
generalitc  by  which  term  is  to  be 
underftood  thofe  countries,  diftricls, 
or  towns,  which,  by  conqueft  or 
otherwife,  have  fallen  to  the  re¬ 
public  fince  the  union,  and  which 
confequently  are  not  included  in 
it. 

The  ftadtholder,  in  better  times, 
had  ufually  poffeffed  a  great  and  ne¬ 
ceffary  influence  in  this  body  ;  but 
the  diforders  and  confufion  which 
fo  long  prevailed,  perhaps  rendered 


their  prefent  difpofttion  doubtful. 
However  that  was,  the  council  of 
ftate  now  declared  themfelves,  and 
paffed  a  refolution,  on  the  28th  of 
April,  forbidding  all  colonels,  or 
other  officers  commanding  regi¬ 
ments,  from  marching  their  troops 
upon  the  territories  of  any  other 
province,  without  the  confent  of 
that  fovereignty  firft:  obtained  ;  and 
difcharging  them  from  all  obedi¬ 
ence  to  any  orders  whatever  of  a 
contrary  nature.  This  refolution  be¬ 
ing  confirmed  by  the  ftates  general, 
became  an  abfolute  decree. 

This  produced  a  re¬ 
ply  from  the  ftates  of 
Holland,  in  which  they  declared, 
that  the  refolution  of  the  ftates  ge¬ 
neral  would  have  been  perfe&ly 
conclufive  on  them,  if  the  confe¬ 
deracy  had  maintained  its  proper 
fituation  ;  but  that  this  had  been 
already  changed,  by  the  hoftile 
march  of  the  troops  of  one  pro¬ 
vince  againft  the  “’  inhabitants  of 
another  ;  from  which  they  conlider¬ 
ed  the  bond  of  union  as  broken, 
and  confequently  were  no  longer 
bound  to  its  dbfervation.  At  the 
fame  time  they  deemed  it  neceffary 
to  try,  what  effevft  this  interference 
of  the  ftates  general  might  have 
upon  the  difpolition  of  their  troops, 
and  accordingly  iffued  an  order, 
that  the  officers  Ihould  peremptori¬ 
ly  declare,  whether  they  were  ready 
to  obey  their  mailers,  the  provin¬ 
cial  ftates,  in  all  cafes  without  ex¬ 
ception  ;  and  that  thofe  who  re¬ 
fused,  or  who  hefitated  in  giving  a 
fatisfadlory  explanation,  Ihould  be 
immediately  fufpended. 

But  in  the  intermediate  time 
things  were  arrived  at  fuch  a  crifis 
on  the  fide  of  Utrecht,  as  to  pre¬ 
clude  all  farther  hope  of  fuccefs 
from  civil  intrigue  or  negociation, 
[i?]  3  towards 
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towards  the  prefervation  of  peace, 
or  the  reftoration  of  harmony  ;  and 
the  firft  blood  was  now  publicly 
drawn  in  a  military  manner  through 
thefe  contefts. 

We  have  already  feen  that  the 
provincial  Hates  aflembled  at  Amerf- 
fort,  had  at  length  determined  to 
proceed  to  the  laft  extremities,  in 
order  to  reftore  the  government  of 
their  turbulent  capital,  and  to  re¬ 
duce  it  to  a  due  Hate  of  obedience 
to  and  conformity  with  the  ancient 
government  and  conftitution.  The 
better  to  effedt  this  purpofe,  it  was 
refolved  in  the  firft  inftance,  as  the 
necelfary  prelude  to  a  liege,  to  feize 
the  principal  pods  which  furround 
the  city  of  Utrecht,  and  thereby 
cut  ofl  its  communications  in  ge¬ 
neral,  but  particularly  with  the 
province  of  Holland,  from  which 
only  it  looked  for  fupport  and  af- 
fiftance. 

No  meafures  were  ever  worfe  con¬ 
duced  than  thofe  adopted  upon  this 
occalion.  The  poflefiion  of  the  poll 
of  Vreefwyk,  near  Utrecht,  was  a 
matter  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
both  parties,  and  neither  feemed  to. 
make  a  proper  eftima-te  of  its  va¬ 
lue.  Its  iitua-tjon  upon  a  great  ca¬ 
nal,  rendered  it  the  medium  of 
communication  between  Utrecht 
and  South  Holland,  and  it  was 
befidus  the  feat  or  head  of  the 
fluices,  by  which  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  neighbouring  territories' 
in  both  provinces  were  liable  to  be 
laid  at  any  time  under  water.  Yet 
the  city  of  Utrecht  had  not  placed 
the  fmalieft  guard  to  protect  a  place 
fo  near,  and  of  fo  much  confequence 
to  its  fecurity. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  ftates  fent 
the  Count  d’Efferen,  with  a  weak 
battalion  of  his  regiment,  amount¬ 
ing  only  to  about  350  men,  with¬ 


out  artillery,  and,  fo  far  as  appears, 
without  any  means  of  throwing  up 
retrenchment  or  defence  of  any 
fort,  not  only  to  pofiefs  and  main¬ 
tain  this  poll,  but  another,  at  a 
confiderable  diftance,  on  the  way  to 
Utrecht,  which  was  necelfary  to  its 
prefervation,  being  a  village  called 
Jutphaas.  It  cannot  but  appear 
aftoniihing,  how  any  council,  how¬ 
ever  ignorant  of  war,  or  any  com¬ 
mander  of  a  regiment,  however 
little  verfed  in  actual  fervice,  could 
deem  it  poffible  for  fuch  a  handful 
of  men  to  maintain  their  ground  in 
two  polls  conliderably  feparated,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  a  great  and  tur¬ 
bulent  city,  pofieffing  feveral  thou- 
fands  of  well-armed  and  long-difci- 
plirfed  burghers,  whofe  courage  was 
inflamed  by  the  violence  of  their 
enthufiafm,  and  the  long  fuccefs 
which  had  attended  their  proceed¬ 
ings. 

Count  d’Efferen,  fully  fucceeded 
in  performing  the  firft  part  of  his 
million,  by  taking  polTeftion,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  9th  of  May,  both 
of  Vreefwyk  and  Jutphaas  ;  polU. 
ing  four  companies  of  his  detach¬ 
ment  in  the  firft,  and  three  in  the 
other..  The  furprife,  and  the  delay 
of  aflemblinff  the  council  in  Utrecht, 
occafioned  its  being  about  feven 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  before  a 
final!  party,  which  feemed  infuf- 
licient  for  the  purpofe,  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  march  to  repel  the  in¬ 
vaders  ;  for,  whether  it  proceeded 
from  their  contempt  of  the  regular 
troops  (whofe  force  they  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with)  or  from  whatever 
other  caufe,  the  eagernefa  oi  the 
burghers  to  go  as  volunteers  was  fo 
-ftrongly  controuled,  that  only  2Q&- 
of  that  body,  accompanied  with 
30  light,  markfmen,  were  fullered  to 
proceed  on  this  fervice  ;  they  how¬ 
ever 
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tvty  were  fupportedby  threepieces  of 
cannon.  This  party  was  command¬ 
ed  by  the  Baron  d’AvevhouIt,  one  of 
the  new  members  who  had  come 
into  the  fenate  upon  the  change  of 
government  in  Utrecht. 

Upon  their  approach  to  Jut¬ 
phaas,  the  three  companies  ita- 
tioned  there  fell  back,  until  they 
wore  fupported  by  the  other  four 
from  Vreefwyk ;  the  volunteers 
coming  on  in  the  dark,  for  it  was 
then  ten  o’clock,  were  fuddenly 
fired  on  by  the  regular  troops,  who 
had  opened  to  the  right  and  left  to 
receive  them.  The  volunteers  did 
not  difplay  the  furprife  or  diforder 
fo  natural  to  raw  troops  upon  this 
unexpected  fire,  but,  bringing  up 
their  artillery  coolly,  engaged  and 
foon  routed  the  enemy. 

The  news  of  this  affair  was 
brought  to  Utrecht  after  midnight, 
and  nothing  could  exeeed  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  the  people,  at  feeing  a 
number  of  firelocks  and  other  tro¬ 
phies,  with  about.  20  prifoners,  ap¬ 
pear  as  the  fruits  of  their  firll  effay 
in  arms.  A  fmall  reinforcement, 
with  a  convoy  of  artillery  and  am¬ 
munition,  was  diredly  fent  off  to 
Averhoult,  who  continued  that 
night  at  Jutphaas,  but  proceeding 
betimes  in  the  morning  to  Vreef¬ 
wyk,  the  regular  fqrces  were  fo  far 
from  fhewing  any  inclination  to  re¬ 
trieve  the  honour  of  the  preceding 
night,  that  they  immediately  aban¬ 
doned  the  place. 

This  paltry  affair,  which  afforded 
fo  little  credit  to  the  military  forces 
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of  the  date,  ferved  to  raife  the 
fpirits  of  the  burghers  of  Utrecht, 
and  the  opinion  they  held  of  their 
own  prowefs,  to  fo  high  a  pitch, 
that  it  feemed  nothing  in  war  could 
afterwards  be  difficult.  Only  two 
perfons,  one  of  whom  was  of  fame 


confideration,  were  killed  on  their 
fide,  and  about  a  dozen  wounded'. 
The  dead  heroes  were  interred,  at 
the  expence  of  the  Hate,  with  the 
greatell  pomp ;  and  t,he  fenate 
palled  a  refolution  that  a  monu¬ 
ment  fliould  be  raifed  on  the  fpot 
where  they  fell,  to  eternize  the 
memory  of  thofe  who  had  thus 
bravely  died  their  blood,  in  the 
firfl  conteft  for  the  defence  of  the 
city,  and  the  new  conflitution. 

The  Hates  of  Holland,  upon  the 
firfl  news  of  this  fkirmilh,  did  not 
hefitate  a  moment  in  ordering  their 
troops  to  inarch  di redly  into  the 
territories  of  Utrecht ;  they  plated 
garrifons  immediately  both  in 
Vreefwyk  and  jutphaas,  and  the 
troops  of  Salm  were  fent  to  rein¬ 
force  the  capital.  A  fkirmifh  foon 
took  place  between  the  latter  and  a 
party  of  the  troops  of  the  Hate,  who 
met  them  on  their  march,  and 
who  feem  to  have  been  as  un- 
fuccefsful  in  this  fecond  effay  as  in 
the  firfl.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
moH  unqualified  menaces  were 
thrown  out,  both  in  the  declara¬ 
tions  of  the  Hates  of  Holland,  and  of 
thofe  affembled  at  Amersfort ;  while 
thefe  applied  to  all  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  provinces  for  affiHance,  to  re¬ 
pel  this  violent  invafion  of  their 
territories  ;  and  the  condud  of 
Holland  feemed  to  excite  a  very 
high  and  general  indignation.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Hadtholder  took 
the  field  with  the  forces  attached  to 
him,  and  every  thing,  on  every 
fide,  tended  to  immediate  war. 

A  fudden  and  unexpeded  revo¬ 
lution,  which  took  place  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Holland,  feemed,  however, 
to  hold  out  hopes,  that  thefe  ex¬ 
tremities  might  Hill  poffibly  be 
avoided.  We  have  feen  the  teft 
propofed  by  the  Hates  of  that  pro- 
is1  4  vince 


24  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1787. 


vince  to  try  the  fidelity  and  obedi¬ 
ence  of  their  officers ;  the  late  re- 
folution  of  the  Hates  general  had 
afforded  ample  room  for  pretence  to 
thefe,  not  to  depart  from  their  po¬ 
litical  opinions  or  principles,  and  a 
great  majority  of  them  refufed  to 
fubfcribe  to  the  propofed  declarati¬ 
on.  Whatever  degree  of  diffatif- 
fadlion  this  defedlion  excited,  it  did 
not  feem  at  all  to  embarrafs  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Hates  of  Holland  ; 
for  they  immediately  fulfilled  the 
threat  of  fufpending  the  officers ; 
and  with  equal  celerity,  appointed 
new  ones  to  fill  their  places.  The 
refractory  officers  were,  however, 
foon  condoled,  by  a  refolution  of  the 
Hates  general  to  take  them  under 
their  immediate  protection,  and 
this  accompanied  with  an  order, 
that  their  cuHomary  pay  fhould  be 
continued,  and  duly  difcharged  by 
the  public  treafury  of  the  Hate  at 
large. 

But  previous  to  thefe  events,  the 
ffadtholder  had  publiffied  a  mani- 
feffo,  on  the  26th  of  May,  which 
could  fcarcely  be  confidered  as  lefs 
than  a  declaration  of  war  againil 
the  province  of  Holland,  or  at  leaff 
againil  that  arifiocratical  cabal,  as 
thev  are  called  in  it,  who  are  char- 
ged,  in  diredl  terms,  with  having 
overturned  the  conffitution  and  go¬ 
vernment  of  feveral  of  the  moH 
conliderable  cities,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  of  the  province  at  large  $ 
while  their  leaders,  difdaining  to 
pay  any  regard  even  to  the  forms 
of  law  or  the  conffitution,  had  de- 
pofed  the  legal  fenates  by  force, 
and  compelled  them,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  not  only  to  fubmit  to 
a  furrender  of  their  own  rights, 
but  to  abandon  the  truffs  repofed  in 
them  by  their  country,  and  the  du¬ 
ties  of  which  they  were  bound  to 


perform.  That  this  cabal,  which 
was  reprefented  as  being  not  lets 
contemptible  in  point  of  number 
than  in  all  other  refpedls,  had  been 
enabled  to  commit  thefe  exorbi¬ 
tances,  merely  through  the  circum- 
ffance,  that  their  leaders  had  been 
fervants  of  the  Hate,  and  treacher- 
oufly  turned  th$fe  powers  with 
which  they  had  been  endued  for 
its  prefervation,  to  its  abfolute  fub- 
verfion.  That  now,  in  fome  mea¬ 
fure  to  cover  their  enormities  at 
home,  and  hoping  to  have  time, 
during  a  Hate  of  general  calamity 
and  confuffon,  to  effablilh  their  u- 
furped  power,  they  were  hoffilely 
preparing  for  a  violation  of  the 
rights,  and  an  invafion  of  the 
territories  of  another  Hate,  there¬ 
by  intending  to  involve  the  whole 
republic  in  all  the  miferies  and 
horrors  of  a  civil  war.  That 
the  ffadtholder,  whofe  long  bear¬ 
ing,  and  long  fuffering,  had  been 
confpicuous  to  all  the  world,  part¬ 
ly  from  the  gentlenefs  of  his  own 
nature,  partly  from  the  hope  that 
the  evils  arifing  from  the  conduct 
of  this  faftion  would  long  fince 
have  cured  themfelves,  and  partly 
that  the  nefarious  defigns  of  their 
leaders  might  become  apparent  to 
all  people,  had  hitherto  refrained 
from  proceeding  to  thofe  extremes 
which  the  cafe  would  have  fully 
warranted,  in  order  to  reffrain  thofe 
enormities  ;  but  that  now  the  ne- 
ceffitv  and  danger  were  fo  vifible 
and  urgent,  that  he  could  no  longer 
abffain  from  the  exercife  and  due 
application  of  thofe  coercive  powers 
with  which  he  was  endowed  by  the 
conffitution  for  preferving  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity,  preventing  any 
farther  violation  of  the  general 
union,  and  refforing  the  legal  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  due  operation 

of 
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of  the  cojiftitution  in  the  province 
of  Holland.  Hopes  were  likewife 
held  out  to  the  burghers,  that  their 
claims  fhould  be  attentively  confi- 
dered,  and  that  the  prince  would 
do  every  thing  in  his  power,  to¬ 
wards  their  receiving  all  confident 
and  reafonable  fatisfadfion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  animofity 
of  the  contending  parties  had  rifen 
to  fuch  a  pitch  of  violence  in  Am- 
fterdam,  as  to  render  that  city  a 
feene  of  the  moft  dreadful  diforders. 
An  addrefs  to  the  dates  of  Holland 
for  reftoring  the  fladtholder  to  all 
his  rights,  which  we  have  before 
noticed  as  having  received  35,000 
fignatures,  ferved  to  revive  with 
new  vigour  all  the  feeds  of  animo¬ 
fity  and  contention  on  both  fides  ; 
and  the  city  prefented  for  fome  days 
the  mixed  picture  of  cruel  civil  war, 
accompanied  with  the  unfparing  ra¬ 
vage  of  a  foreign  invader.  The 
republican  party,  though  fo  much 
inferior  with  refpe-cl  to  number,  was, 
however,  the  conilant  vidtor  in  all 
thefe  bloody  contefts.  The  quarter 
of  Cattemburg,  in  which  the  fhip- 
builders,  and  other  perfons  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  admiralty,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  limilar  callings  in  the  merchants 
fervice,  principally  relided,  was  fo 
entirely  feparated  from  the  city  by 
a  canal  and  a  drawbridge,  that  it 
feemed  a  diftindt  town,  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  a  feparate  community. 
The  people  of  this  quarter  have  at 
■all  times  been  dilb’nguifhed  for  the 
violence  of  their  attachment  to  the 
lladtholder’s  interefls,  and  were  apt 
to  exprefs  it  in  the  boifterous  man¬ 
ner  peculiar  to  their  charadler. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  being  the 
day  appointed  for  clofing  the  ad¬ 
drefs,  a  number  of  thefe  people  at¬ 
tended  in  the  city  on  that  account ; 
and  it  is  not  at  all  improbable,  that 


their  joy  at  the  prodigious  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  lignatures,  beyond  any 
thing  that  had  ever  appeared  on  the 
other  fide,  together  with  the  effect 
of  the  llrong  liquors  which  are  ne¬ 
ver  unlparingly  ufed  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  might  have  infpired  them 
with  that  riotous  difpotition  with 
which  they  are  charged  by  their  ad- 
verfaries.  It  is  likewife  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  the  very  cireum- 
fiance  of  the  lignatures,  which  fo 
much  excited  the  joy  of  the  Cattem- 
burgers,  could  not  but  produce  a 
very  contrary  effect  on  the  oppofite 
party,  and  was  well  calculated  to 
raife  their  animofity  to  the  highelt 
pitch,  and  to  inliame  their  rage  to 
the  erreateft  violence. 

O  # 

A  quarrel,  how'ever,  commenced, 
and  the  riot  continued,  without  any 
material  mifehief  being  done,  until 
the  evening,  when  the  Cattemburg- 
ers  were  routed.  The  lore  remem¬ 
brancers  which  they  bore  of  the 
confficl,  together  with  the  fhame  of 
the  defeat,  were  probably  the  caufes 
of  their  returning  the  following  day 
in  greater  numbers  than  before. 
The  parties  being  now  more  equal, 
the  riot  became  io  alarming,  that  a 
body  of  armed  burghers  thought  it 
neceffary  to  interfere.  The  mob 
of  the  republican  party  being  now 
relieved  from  the  labour  of  fight¬ 
ing,  the  moll  villainous  part  of 
them  immediately  perceived,  that 
the  happy  occafion  offered,  while 
their  enemy  was  kept  at  bay,  and 
the  noife  and  confufioii  flill  conti¬ 
nued,  to  enter  upon  more  profitable 
«ci£tion,  and  to  which  they  were 
more  competant,  than  that  in  which 
they  had  already  been  engaged. 
They  accordingly  abandoned  the 
field,  and,  dividing  into  bodies  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  purpofe,  ran  with  the 
utmofl  fpeed  and  violence  to  differ¬ 
ent 
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cnt  parts  of  the  city,  and  imme¬ 
diately  proceeded  to  break  into  and 
pillage  tliofe  houfes  of  the  principal 
ftadtholderians,  in  which  they  ex¬ 
pected  to  find  the  moft  valuable 
plunder.  The  firil  houfe  which  be¬ 
came  a  victim  to  their  rapacity  was 
that  of  M.  de  Rendorp,  who  had 
hltmfelf,  through  a  fortune  fo  lingu¬ 
lar  as  not  eafily  to  be  accounted  for, 
efcaped  the  fiery  ordeal  of  the  lalt 
reform  of  the  regency,  and  Hill  re¬ 
tained  his  office  of  burgomafter. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Cattem¬ 
burgers  having  been  driven  to 
their  own  quarter,  where  they  drew 
up  the  bridge,  and  Hood  upon  its 
defence,  perceiving  how  their  friends 
were  ufed  in  the  city,  whether  upon 
a  principle  of  retaliation,  or  of 
mere  rapine,  began  incontinently 
to  plunder  the  houfes  of  tliofe  of  the 
adverfe  faction  who  refided  among 
them.  Nothing  lefs  than  the  actual 
fack  of  a  capital,  could  afford  a  juft, 
idea  of  the  Icene  of  confufion  and 
terror,  which  the  pacific  and  great 
Commercial  city  of  Amfterdam  now 
presented.  -  Drums  refounded  in 
every  part,  not  only  to  affemble  the 
armed  burghers,  but  to  call  the  four 
regiments  of  city  militia  (who  com- 
pofe  a  very  numerous  and  well  arm¬ 
ed  body  •  to  their  colours.  Artillery 
were  dragged  forward  on  both  ftdes, 
and  feveral  difchurges,  both  of  them 
and  (v  mufketry,.  took  place  from 
the  oppofite  tides  of  the  canal  which 
feparated  the  noftile  parties.  The 
cable  which  Tupported  the  draw¬ 
bridge  being  at  length  cut,  the 
pafs  was  forced,  the  Cattemburgers 
foon  routed,  and  were  fuccefiively 
expofed  to  military  rage,  and  to 
civil  execution. 

On  the  following  day  the  depre¬ 
dations  on  the  friends  of  the  ftadt- 
h older  were  renewed  with  frefh  vio¬ 


lence  ;  while  the  city  police  Teemed 
to  be  entirely  taken  up  with  two 
favourite  objects;  the  one  being  to 
punifh  the  Cattemburgers,  and  the 
other  (which  was  even,  if  pofiible, 
more  eagerly  fought)  to  procure 
fuch  evidence,  as  might  enable  them 
to  bring  a  charge  againft  the  prince 
of  Orange,  that  all  the  mifchief  had 
originated  with  him  ;  an  attempt  in 
which  they  failed,  notwithftanding 
the  terror  which,  preffed  upon  the 
minds  of  the  unhappy  perfons  who 
were  the  objects  of  the  fcrutiny.  In 
the  mean  time  Amfterdam  was  de- 
ferted  by  numbers  of  its  molt  re- 
fpectable  '  and  opulent  citizens  ;  not 
a  few  of  whom,  defpairing  of  any 
return  of  order  and  fecurity,  retired, 
with  whatever  they  could  fave  of 
their  wealth,  to  foreign  countries* 
Others,  who  flood  the  brunt,  and 
endeavoured  to  weather  the  ftorm, 
had  their  windows  lined  with  muf- 
keteers,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon 
were  planted  before  the  great  mer¬ 
cantile  houfe  of  the  Hope's  for  its 
protection.  In  the  mean  time  all 
bufmefs  was  at  an  end,  the  counting- 
houfcs  (hut  up,  the  principal  mer¬ 
chants  removing  their  effects  to 
their  country  feats,  a  total  ftop  put 
to  paper  currency  of  whatever  fort, 
and  all  orders  from  the  banks  for 
money  rejected.  It  was  reported 
that  fourteen  of  the  ftadtholder^ 
party  were  hanged  in  the  ftreets, 
without  any  form  or  pretence  of 
trial  ;  but  the  reports  propagated 
in  fuch  lituations,  of  violence  and 
mutual  animofity,  are  little  to  be 
relied  on  as  to  particular  faffs,  tho* 
fuch  events  are  their  natural  con- 
fequences. 

We  have  already  feen  the  decided 
part  taken  by  the  ftates  general 
againft  thofe  of  Holland,  by  taking 
the  refractory  officers  into  their 
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protection,  and  into  the  public  pay. 
This  was  undoubtedly  a  mortifica¬ 
tion,  but  was  fo  on  fucceeded  by  others 

•  *  * 

much  greater,  and  of  a  nature  not 
a  little  alarming.  For  the  Hates 
general  iffued  an  ordei  to  general 
Van  Reyffel,  who  commanded  the 
troops  of  Holland,  to  break  up  the 
cordon  or  line  which  they  formed  on 
the  frontiers  of  Utrecht,  under  pain 
to  him  and  them,  of  inftant  dif- 
miffion  from  the  fervict.  The  ftates 
of  Holland  immediately  iffued  coun¬ 
ter  orders,  charging  Van  Reyffel 
and  his  officers,  under  the  fame 
penalty,  to  preferve  their  ftation. 
Both  parties  now  feerned  difpofed  to 
carry  this  civil  hoftility  to  its  ut- 
moft  extreme  ;  for  while  the  ftates 
general  fufpended  Van  Reyffel  from 
the  command  of  the  army,  the  ftates 
of  Holland  voted  him  full  fupport, 
protection,  and  the  moff  complete 
indemnity  from  all  confequences. 

Thefe  meafures  were  followed  by 
another  very  important  event.  It 
was  no  lefs  than  a  revolt  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  troops  of  Holland 
from  the  orders  and  jurildi&ion  of 
their  mailers  the  ftates  of  that  pro¬ 
vince. 

We  have  before  had  occafion  to 
obferve,  that  the  army  in  general 
held  difpofitions  very  favourable  to 
the  interefts  of  the  prince  of  Orange. 
This  had  been  lately  confirmed, 
with  refpedft  to  the  officers,  by  their 
refufal,  at  the  rifque  of  their  com- 
miffions,  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
pofed  teft.  The  difpofition  of  the 
private  men  remained,  however, 
ftill  doubtful ;  and,  whatever  it 
might  be,  required  the  operation 
of  fome  a<ftive  agent,  to  excite  its 
vifible  exertion  ;  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  late  augmentation  of  their 
pay  by  the  ftates,  a  meafure  fo  uni- 


verfally  powerful  in  its  effedl  upon 
foldiers,  feerned  to  preclude  all 
hope  of  fuccefs  in  fuch  an  experi¬ 
ment. 

Colonel  Balneavis  (of  a  noble  fa¬ 
mily  in  Scotland)  had  been  among 
the  firft  of  thofe  officers  who  refufed 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  ftates,  and 
had  accordingly  retired  from  his  re¬ 
giment  ;  but  now,  con-  T  , 

fiding  probably  in  the  *'Une 
affedtion  of  his  men,  1  ' 
he  returned  to  them  at  Oudewater, 
and  not  only  induced  them,  but  a 
battalion  of  another  regiment  who 
were  Rationed  along  with  them  in 
that  fortrefs,  to  march  off  with  their 
artillery,  and  to  join  the  ftadthol- 
der.  This  fpirited  and  dangerous 
adventure  ferved  as  a  general  fignal 
of  revolt,  and  the  example  feerned 
inftantly  to  infedt  the  whole  line, 
fo  that  in  lefs  than  a  week  the  cor¬ 
don  was  broken  up,  the  frontiers  of 
Holland  left  defencelefs,  and  about 
two  thirds  of  their  troops  were  gone 
over  to  the  ftadtholder. 

The  alarm  and  confufion  which 
this  mifadventure  occafioned,  in 
fuch  a  feafon  and  ftate  of  things, 
when  the  pride  and  affe&ed  fupe- 
riority  of  Holland  had  not  only  dif- 
gufted,  but  nearly  excited  a  general 
confederacy  againft  her,  will  be  ea-< 
fily  conceived.  The  volunteers  and 
armed  burghers  were  now  the  only 
refuge,  and  they  were  immediately 
called  out  to  fupply  the  place  of  the 
troops,  and  to  take  up  arms  in  the 
defence  of  their  country.  The  ftates 
allowed  them  pay  and  maintenance; 
and,  as  a  laft  refort,  in  cafe  of  fuch 
imminent  danger,  they  appointed  a 
commiliion  of  defence,  being  a  kind 
of  field  or  military  deputies,  who 
were  to  be  ftationed  at  Woerden, 
and  to  adt  in  concert  with  general 

Van 
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Van  Reyffel,  in  all  fuch  meafures 
as  tended  to  the  public  defence, 
and  particularly  in  retaining,  if 
poffible,  the  remainder  of  their 
troops  from  defertion.  The  city  of 
Amfterdam,  in  the  mean  time,  lent 
a  detachment  of  armed  burghers  to 
fecure  the  fluices  at  Muyden  ;  and 
fimilar  means-  were  ufed  at  Har¬ 
lem. 

The  hates  of  Holland,  notwith¬ 
standing  thefe  misfortunes,  found  it 
fo  difficult  to  recede,  in  any  degree, 
from  their,  ufual  haughtinefs,  and 
tver’e  fo  much  irritated  againft  the 
dates  general,  that  it  was  propofed, 
arid  eagerly  debated  in  their  afiem- 
bly,  that  the  deputies  of  the  four 
provinces  of  Zealand,  Friefland, 
Utrecht,  and  Guelderland,  ffiould 
be  commanded  to  depart  from  their 
residence  at  the  Hague.  The  more 
moderate  part,  however,  confidered 
that  this  would  be  fo  glaring  and 
unexampled  a  violation  of  the 
union,  and  in  all  refpedfs  fo  def- 
perate  a  meafure,  that  they  pre¬ 
vented  its  being  adopted  ;  though 
it  feemed  that  the  queftion  was  ra¬ 
ther  laid  by  for  the  prefent,  than 


that  the  propofal  was  abfolutely  re-* 
jedled. 

An  expedient  was,  however,  re- 
forted  to  as  a  fubftitute  (and  in  fome 
meafure  a  lefs  violent  one)  than 
the  expulfion  of  a  majority  of  the 
ftates  general  from  the  Hague. 
This  was  to  engage  their  dependent 
allies,  the  government  of  Utrecht, 
who  had  long  refufed  any  obedience 
to  the  provincial  lfates  at  Amersfort, 
and  treated  them  upon  every  occa- 
fion  with  the  utmoft  contempt,  to 
proceed  to  the  laft  extremity  of  de- 
pofing,  fo  far  as  they  could,  that 
aftembly,  by  declaring  it  illegal, 
and  incapable  of  its  functions,  and 
electing  a  new  fet  of  ftates  from 
among  themfelves,  who  were  to  be 
confidered  as  the  reprefentative  of 
the  whole  province. 

But  an  extraordinary  and  unfore- 
feen  event  was  now  to  take  place, 
which  was  totally  to  change  the 
nature  of  thefe  contefts,  to  intro¬ 
duce  newadlors  upon  the  ftage,  and 
nearly  to  abforb  in  its  magnitude, 
even  the  remembrance  of  thefe  pet¬ 
ty  violences  and  hoftilities. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  II. 


Arrcjl  of  the  prirtcefs  of  Orange  near  Schoonhoven.  Obfervations  on  the  con - 
dud.  and  principles  on  which  the  ruling  party  in  Holland  aided  in  that  mea- 
fure ;  with  an  account  of  the  circumflances  attending  it.  Confequences  of 
that  event ,  which  change  the  whole  face  of  public  affairs  in  the  republic , 
and  intermingle  foreign  inter ejls  and  conned  ions  with  their  domejlic  contefls. 
Princefs  returns  to  Nimeguen.  Strong  memorial  from  the  king  of  P  ruff  a, 
demanding  immediate  and  ample  fatisfadion,  with  due  punifloment  to  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  outrage  offered  to  the  princefs.  Anfwer  from  the  States  of  Hol¬ 
land  deemed  by  the  king  unfatis factory  and  evajive.  Anfwer  from  the  States 
General ,  in  which  they  dif approve  the  condud  and  obflinacy  of  the  States  of 
Holland ,  and  leave  them  to  abide  the  confequences ,  highly  acceptable  to  the 
king.  Court  of  Verfailles  condemn  the  condud  of  Holland,  and  juflify  the 
king  in  his  demand  of  fatisfadion.  Second  memorial  from  the  court  of  Ber¬ 

lin ,  jlrongly  exprffive  of  the  king’s  futpr'vze  and  indignation  at  the  anfwer 
and  condud  of  the  States  of  Holland.  M.  de  Thulemeyer  prefents  a  paper 
containing  the  form  and  terms  of  the  fatisfadion  which  the  king  infijls  on. 
States  of  Holland ,  in/lead  of  compliance ,  order  every  thing  to  be  in  readinefs 
for  inundating  the  country  in  cafe  of  invffou.  P reparations  for  war  on 

the  fide  of  Pruffia.  Stadiholder  takes  the  towns  cf  Wick-Duerfcde ,  and 
Harderwycke.  Province  of  Zealand  declares  for  him.  Ineffdive  attempts 
on  his  camp  by  the  Rhingrave  of  Salm.  Scandalous  invedive  againjl  the 
prince  of  Orange ,  in  the  form  of  a  petition  to  the  States  of  Holland.  Licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  rabble  ;  deplorable  Jituation  and  depopulation  of  the  country  ; 
States  endeavour  in  vain  to  prevent  emigration.  P roclamation  iffued  by  the 
States  General,  prohibiting  the  influx  of  French  officers  and  foldiers  daily  ar¬ 
riving.  Remonfrate  with  the  court  of  Vt erfailles  on  that  fubjed.  JDuke  of 
Brunfwick,  at  the  head  oj  a  P ruffian  army,  enters  the  territories  of  the  re¬ 
public.  Fakes  Gore  urn.  Attempt  made  by  the  commiffion  of  defence  to  in¬ 
undate  the  country  fails  oj  effed.  Shameful f  ight  of  the  garrifon  and  armed 

burghers  from  Utrecht ,  without  waiting  the  fight  of  an  enemy.  Univerfal 
panic.  The  P ruffian  forces,  in  a  few  days,  overrun  and fubdue  the  great ef  part 
of  South  Holland ;  mof  of  the  cities  and  fortreffes  falling  into  their  hands 
without  reffance.  Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  general  Kalkrcuth  approach 
the  frong  pofs  of  Amfelveen  and  Ouderkcrp ,  within  a  few  miles  of  Am - 
flerdam.  Revolution  at  the  Hague .  States  of  Holland  ref  chid  all  their 
former  reflations  againf  the  Jladtholder,  and  invite  him  to  return  and  take 
pofftffon  of  the  government.  Prince  of  Orange,  and  afterwards  the  princefs, 
arrive  at  the  Hague.  Short  truce,  to  give  time  for  a  deputation  from  Am- 
ferdam  to  propofe  terms  of  accommodation.  Perms  deemed  inadmiffble . 
Strong  defences,  and  inacceffble  ftuation  of  Amferdam,  feemed  to  render  it 
impregnable.  Truce  being  expired,  duke  oj'  Brunfwick  gives  orders  for  a 
general  attack  on  all  the  enemy’s  outprjls  at  Jive  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Ad¬ 
mirable  difpofitions  made  by  the  duke.  Important  pojl  of  Half  IV t gen  taken , 
which  opens  the  way  to  Amferdam  on  the  Wfjlern  fide.  Amflelveen  taken 

after 
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after  a  long  and  brave  ref  fiance.  ’The  approaches  to  the  city  being  now  fe~ 
cured ,  the  Prufian  troops  are  called  of  from  the  other  attacks.  Admirable 
temper ,  and  great  moderation ,  difplayed  by  the  duke  of  Brunjwick ,  under 
various  circumfances  which  occurred  previous  to  the  capitulation  of  Am - 
ferdam ,  and  the  furrender  of  the  Leyden  Gate  to  the  P ruffians. 


NOTHING  could  afford  a  more 
ftriking  inftance  how  much 
the  iffue  of  the  greateft  and  moil 
fyftematically  conducted  affairs  of 
hate  depend  on  unforefeen  events, 
often  collateral  to  the  caufe  in 
queilion,  than  was  exhibited  by  the 
arreft  of  the  princefs  of  Orange 
at  Schoonhoven.  After  the  whole 
train  is  regularly  laid,  and  political 
defigns  are  ripening  by  mature 
degrees,  it  frequently  happens 
that  resolutions  are  to  be  taken  on 
the  fpujr  of  the  occaiion,  which  are 
decifive  of  failure  or  fuccefs,  but 
which  admit  of  little  or  no  delibe¬ 
ration.  Thus  it  was  in  the  affairs 
of  Holland. 

It  muft  have  been  evident  to 
every  cool  obferver,  however  li¬ 
mited  in  his  political  views,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  dangerous 
to  the  republic  than  the  affording 
an  opening  to  any  foreign  power 
for  an  hottile  interference  in  their 
domeftic  feuds,  under  the  colour  of 
a  perional  or  family  infult.  And 
of  all  the  princes  in  Europe  it  was 
equally  evident,  that  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  from  bis  near  neighbour¬ 
hood,  clofe  affinity  with  the  ftadt- 
holder,  and,  perhaps  above  all, 
from  the  promptnefs  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  greateft  meafures  which 
has  fo  long  diftinguifhed  that  court, 
fhould  have  been  looked  to  with  the 
moft  guarded  caution,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  poffibility  of  any  pre¬ 
tence,  diftinct  from  the  fubject,^for 
fuch  interference. 

For  the  kin y  of  Pruffia  would 

O 

have  otherwife  found  it  very  diffi¬ 


cult,  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  af¬ 
fairs,  and  unlefs  much  more  deci- 
live  and  dangerous  meafures  were 
purfued  againft  the  ftadtholder  and 
his  family,  to  colour  a  violent  in- 
vafion  of  the  territories  of  the  re¬ 
public  with  thofe  plauffble  pretexts, 
which  the  prefent  fyftem  of  policy 
and  conduct  adopted  by  the  ftates 
of  Europe  has  rendered,  at  leaft  in 
a  confiderable  degree,  neceffary. 
But  all  this  difficulty  was  removed 
by  themfelves,  through  the  infult 
offered  to  the  princefs  his  lifter ; 
and  thereby,  a  foreign  quarrel  being 
involved  in  their  domeftic  diffen- 
fions,  the  fvvords  that  were  drawn 
under  pretence  of  obtaining  fatif- 
faction  for  the  affront,  were  foon  di¬ 
rected  to  model  the  ftate  and  go¬ 
vernment. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  to  be 
denied,  that  if  the  intentions  of  the 
princefs  had  not  been  as  pure  as  her 
known  character  allures  us  they 
were,  the  admiflion  of  fuch  a  per- 
fon  into  the  very  center  of  their 
operations,  could  not  but  be  fatal 
to  the  defigns  of  the  republican 
party.  The  activity  and  energy 
of  her  difpofition,  her  acknowledg¬ 
ed  ability,  the  affection  the  pro¬ 
vinces  bore  to  her  perfon,  and  more 
efpecially  the  difficulties  her  fex 
would  have  oppofed  on  the  re- 
ftraint  which  prudence  might  re¬ 
quire,  made  her  an  obje<t  of  fome 
apprehenlion.  The  very  refpect 
which  is  attached  to  the  character 
of  mediator  is  capable  of  being  per¬ 
verted  to  fmifter  purpofes.  And  the 
peculiar  circumftance  of  a  prin¬ 
cefs. 
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cefs,  allied  to  one  of  the  greatefl 
royal  houfes,  after  being  reduced  to 
fly  from  her  country,  nobly  milling 
back  again  into  the  fcenes  of  war 
and  tumult,  and  committing  herfelf 
to  the  mercy  of  hoHile  factions,  that 
fhe  might  plead  the  cavfe  of  her 
bulb  and  and  her  children  ;  this  was 
a  fpedlacle  not  rafhiy  to  be  indulg¬ 
ed  to  a  people  yet  in  the  ferment 
of  a  recent  revolution,  and  before 
the  fpirit  was  properly  aflimilated 
to  a  new  government.  Men  em¬ 
barked  in  civil  contentions  are  na¬ 
turally  fufpicious  ;  and  the  great 
and  critical  intereft,  in  which  all  is 
at  flake,  cannot  liilen  to  thofe  per- 
fonal  refpedts,  and  bow  to  the  con- 
ilderations  which  regulate  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  ordinary  time?.  It  may  be 
added  too,  with  fome  appearance 
of  probability,  that  ,  the  king  of 
PruiTia  would  not  have  engaged  in 
the  Dutch  affairs  at  all,  if  his  inter¬ 
ference  had  not  coincided  with  his 
condition  and  the  plan  of  his  poli¬ 
tics;  and  that,  if  cireumftances  had 
made  it  neceiTary  for  him  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  fuch  open  attacks  on  the 
rights  of  a  perfon  fo  nearly  allied 
to  him  as  the  fladtholder,  he  would 
not  be  moved  by  a  meafure  which 
fome  people  would  call  a  perfonal 
unprovoked  indignity,  but  others 
might  conflrue  an  a£t  of  juftifiable 
rigour,  and  of  political  neceiTity  : 
fo  that,  in  calling  up  the  account, 
we  may  find  rather  the  occafion  than 
the  caufe  of  the  king  of  Pruffia’s 
irruption  into  Holland,  in  the  event, 
the  particulars  of  which  we  are 
going  to  relate. 

The  princefs  of  Orange,  whether 
from  a  confidence  founded  in  a  fenfe 
of  her  abilities,  or  on  the  influence 
which  fhe  expected  might  be  de¬ 
rived  from  her  fex,  dignity,  and  fa¬ 
mily,  adopted  the  rd  elution  of  pro¬ 


ceeding,  unaccompanied  by  the 
prince  her  hufband,  from  Nimc- 
guen  to  the  Hague  ;  intending,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  to  have  entered  into  a 
perfonal  negociation  with  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  adverfe  party,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  manage  the  interefls 
of  the  fladtholder  with  the  Hates 
general,  the  council  of  Hate,  and 
other  great  bodies  of  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

Whatever  the  fecret  motives 
might  be,  thofe  avowed  by  the 
princefs  were,  that  fhe  was  on  her 
way  to  the  Houfe  in  the  Wood,  (a 
palace  belonging  to  the  houfe  of 
Orange,  known  by  that  name,  and 
adjoining  to  the  Hague)  in  order  to 
communicate  to  Mr.  Van  Bleifwick, 
the  grand  penfionary,  to  their  noble 
mightmeffes  the  Hates  of  Holland, 
and  to  their  high  mightinefles  the 
Hates  general,  fuch  conciliatory  pro- 
pofitions,  in  the  name  of  the  prince 
her  hufband,  (who  could  not  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs  attend  in 
perfon)  as  would,  if  it  were  yet 
polTible,  prevent  the  evils  and  hor¬ 
rors  of  a  civil  war,  which  at  prefent 
hung  fo  heavily  over  the  republic. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  adverfe 

party  reprefented  this  myHerious 

journey  as  a  meafure  fraught  with 

the  greateH  dangers.  They  fain, 

that  in  order  to  facilitate  the  Hadt- 

holder’s  open  operations  againil 

them  in  the  Held,  the  princefs  had 

come  into  Holland  with  a  view  of 

% 

exciting  infurredlion  and  rebellion 
among  the  people,  and  of  throwing 
every  thing  into  confufion  at  home. 
That  the  debauching  the  troops  of 
the  Hate,  and  procuring  a  farther 
defertion  of  them  from  their  mailers, 
was  probably  another  object  of  the 
journey.  And,  as  it  was  neceffarv 
to  inflame  as  much  as  poffible  the 
minds  of  the  more  vulgar  and  ig¬ 
norant 
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norant  members  of  their  party,  and 
Oi at  a  common  travelling  poll  coach 
or  two,  with  a  couple  of  hired 
charfes,  could  not  well  bear  the  im¬ 
putation  of  being  the  conveyance  of 
any  dangerous  quantity  of  artillery, 
it  was  induftrioufiy  given  out,  that 
the  princefs’s  baggage  was  full 
fraught  with  ammunition  of  the 
mpil  dangerous  nature,  forthat  above 
^000  orange  cockades  were  packed 
up  in  it,  which  fhe  intended  to  dif- 
tribute  among  her  adherents.  And, 
as  the  baggage  was  not  fearched, 
either  from  motives  of  relpeft,  or 
from  a  political  afiumption  of  them, 
it  became  impoffible  after  to  prove 
the  negative. 

The  princefs,  accompanied  only 
by  the  baronefs  Waflanaar,  count 
Berifinck,  a  field  officer  or  two,  and 
attended  by  a  few  domeflics,  ar¬ 
rived,  in  the  common  mode  of  tra¬ 
velling,  with  hired  carriages,  at  the 
borders  of  Holland,  near  Schoon- 
hoven.  They  Were  flopped  by  the 
firil  guard  of  armed  burghers  they 
met ;  but  upon  a  declaration  of  the 
princefs’s  quality,  and  where  Hie 
was  going,  the  officer,  after  much 
hefitation,  and  apparent  embarraff- 
ment,  fuffered  them  to  proceed. 

We  have  before  obferved,  that 
the  place  of  the  deferted  troops  had 
been  iupplied  by  the  armed  burgh¬ 
ers,  who,  with  thofe  that  remained, 
Hill  kept  up  the  line  on  the  frontiers 
of  Utrecht.  It  appears  that  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  line  had 
received  feme  previous  intelligence 
of  the  approach  of  the  princefs, 
and  it  is  probable  had  time  to  re¬ 
ceive  private  in  ft  ructions  from  the 
fecret  commrffion  of  defence  at 
Woerden,  which  was  furnilhed  in 
feme  refpedts  with  dictatorial  pow¬ 
ers,  in  what  manner  to  a 61  upon  this 
new  occafibn.  The  princefs  feems 


rather  to  have  paffed  by  than  thro* 

Schoonhoven,  and  pro-  T  n  . 

I,,  i  1  June  28th, 

ceeded  above  a  league  J  j 

farther  without  inter-  1  ~  1  * 
ruption  ;  but  the  carriages  were 
then  fuddenly  furrounded  by  a  party 
of  burghers,  who  were  foon  joined 
by  a  detachment  of  the  horfe  of 
HefTe  Philipflal,  whofe  commander 
had  gone  over  to  the  prince,  but 
was  either  deferted  by  his  regi¬ 
ment,  or  they  had  refufed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  him. 

This  detachment,  thoug'h  officer¬ 
ed,  fubmitted  to  a6l  like  machines, 
under  the  orders  of  a  rough,  vulgar, 
ignorant  captain  of  the  free  corps. 
Their  behaviour  Was  fuch  as  misrht 
have  been  expected  from  fuch  a 
leader ;  who  was  equally  ignorant 
of  military  duties,  and  of  the  man¬ 
ners  eftablifhed  among  gentlemen. 
After  much  altercation  and  delay, 
he,  with  difficulty,  complied  with 
a  propofal  of  the  princefs,  to  fend 
an  exprefs  to  general  Van  Ryffiell, 
who  was  at  three  leagues  diftance, 
in  order  that  he  might  remove  this 
ohfixuclion  to  her  route  ;  but  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  let  M.  Bentinck 
accompany  the  exprefs,  and  was 
hardly  perfuaded  to  fuffer  him  to 
write  a  few  lines  to  Van  Ryfiell. 

Upon  a  reprefentation  of  the 
very  difagreeable  fituation  of  the 
princefs,  flopped  upon  a  narrow 
road  between  two  canals,  it  was 
agreed  to  remove  her  to  fome  more 
convenient  place,  until  the  arrival 
of  the  mefienger  from  Van  Ryfiell. 
The  miferable  guard  who  had  her 
in  cuftody,  and  who  exhibited  the 
exultation  and  diforder  of  a  banditti 
who  had  feized  a  rich  prey,  rather 
than  the  condu6l  and  charadler  of 
foldiers,  by  their  noife  and  hidden 
unmilitarv  motions  fo  ilartled  the 

J 

horfes  in  the  princefs’s  carriage, 

that 
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That  fhe  narrowly  efcaped  being 
overturned  into  one  of  the  canals  ; 
while  their  infolence  and  brutality 
were  fueh,  that  they  prevented,  by 
force,  the  gentlemen  in  the  other 
carriages  from  going  to  her  adid- 
ance. 

They  were  then  conveyed  as 
prifoners  through  the  country,  with¬ 
out  knowing  for  fome  time  whither 
they  were  to  be  carried,  until  their 
arrival  at  a  imall  town  about  feven 
o’clock  in  the  evening.  At  this 
place  they  were  conduced  to  head¬ 
quarters  (we  fuppofe  an  inn)  where 
the  princefs  and  the  gentlemen  were 
conducted  to  one  room,  and  her  at¬ 
tendants  in  another  adjoining.  Gen¬ 
tries  were  placed  at  all  the  doors, 
and  the  mod  ridiculous  precautions 
ufed  to  prevent  an  efcape.  The  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  free  corps  accompanied 
the  princefs  in  her  room,  with  his 
fword  drawn  in  his  hand,  but  upon 
a  remondrance  of  the  impropriety, 
civilly  put  it  in  the  fcabbard  ;  and, 
fitting  crofs-legged  by  her  fide,  he 
ordered  wine,  beer,  pipes,  and  to¬ 
bacco,  as  a  refrefhment.  Some  of 
the  circumdances,  which  are  report¬ 
ed  to  have  accompanied  this  novel 
fcene,  were  highly  laughable  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  that  three  foldiers  with 

J 

drawn  fwords  attended  one  of  the 
princefs’s  women  upon  a  private 
occafion,  from  which  all  male  ipec- 
tators  are  ufuallv  fe eluded. 

In  fome  hours  the  commifiioners 
from  Woerden  arrived,  who  endea¬ 
voured  to  palliate  what  was  pad  by 
the  driddnefs  of  their  orders,  and 
the  danger  and  neceflltv  of  the 
times  ;  but  pleaded  their  inability 
to  fuffer  the  princefs  to  proceed  on 
her  jdurncy,  until  the  return  of  a 
melfenger  whom  they  had  difpatch- 
ed  for  indrudtions  to  the  dates.  In 
the  mean  time  they  recommended 
Yol.  XXIX. 


to  the  princefs  to  choofe  fome 
neighbouring  town  where  die  could 
meet  with  proper  accommodation 
for  palling  the  night.  She  accord¬ 
ingly  fixed  upon  Gouda,  as  the 
neared  :  but  they  apprehending  an 
infurredlion  if  fhe  went  to  that 
town,  Schoonhoven  was  at  length 
determined  upon,  where  die  arrived 
about  midnight,  accompanied  by 
two  of  the  commiflioners,  and  ef- 
corted  by  a  party  of  horfe. 

The  princefs  had  immediately 
difpatched  letters  to  the  grand 
penfionary,  and  to  the  fecretary, 
upon  her  arrival  at  Schoonhoven  ; 
and  waited  there  the  following  day 
for  the  anfwers  to  them,  as  well  as 
that  which  was  expected  from  the 
dates  of  Holland.  Thefe  not  arriv¬ 
ing,  fhe  let  out  the  morning  of  the 
30th  on  her  return  to  Nimeguen. 
The  expredes,  however,  came  up, 
before  die  had  repaded  the  Lech  ; 
but,  as  they  contained  nothing  fatis- 
fadtory,  nor  in  the  fmalled  degree 
tending  to  encourage  her  in  the 
purfuit  of  her  obje<d,  of  going  to 
the  Hague,  die  continued  her  jour¬ 
ney.  That  adventurer  the  rhin- 
grave  of  Salm,  who  is  a  younger 
brother  of  the  adtual  prince  of  that 
title,  and  who  has  made  himfelf  fo 
notorious  in  the  courfe  of  thefe 
troubles,  having  in  the  interim 
fpread  a  report,  with  a  view  of 
exciting  the  people  to  fome  extra¬ 
ordinary  violence,  that  the  prince 
of  Orange  was  travelling  pod  with 
an  army  of  12,000  men,  for  the  ref- 
cue  of  the  princefs  from  her  capti¬ 
vity.  All  the  arts  of  chicanery  and 
faliehood,  however  liable  to  detec¬ 
tion,  however  fhort  the  podible  du¬ 
ration  of  their  effedb,  and  however 
dedrudtive  in  their  operation,  are 
pradtifed  without  diame  or  remorfe, 
by  thofe  who  hope  to  profit  by  in- 
[  Cl  creafing 
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creating  the  flames  of  civil  differs 
fion,  in  whatever  country  is  thus 
unhappily  a  prey  to  their  defigns  ; 
and  the  conduct  of  this  perfon  af¬ 
fords  an  ufeful  leflon,  that  to  be  with¬ 
out  fcruples  in  the  profecution  of  a 
caufe  is  by  no  means  a  proof  of 
fidelity  and  zeal* 

While  the  princefs  was  in  du¬ 
rance,  the  prince  of  Orange  dif- 
patched  a  letter  to  the  Hates  gene¬ 
ral,  claiming  their  immediate  inter¬ 
ference  for  her  liberation,  as  well 
as  for  proper  fatisfadfion  for  fo  un¬ 
precedented  and  extraordinary  an 
infult. 

But  the  bufinefs  was  now  to  fall 
into  more  effective  hands,  and  to 
be  taken  up  by  a  power  that  was 
not  to  be  trifled  with.  A  ftrong  me¬ 
morial,  as  loon  as  it  could  be  done, 
was  tranfmitted  from  the  king  of 

r  .  ,  Pruffia,  through  Mr. 

July  10th.  Tbulemeycr;  6to  the 

Hates  of  Plolland.  His  language  was 
now  confiderably  changed  from  that 
which  he  ufually  held.  He  exprefs- 
ed  the  deeped  fenfe  of  the  affront, 
violence,  and  injury  to  his  HHer,  as 
if  offered  diredlly  and  perfon  ally  to 
himfelf.  He  infilled  accordingly 
upon  immediate  and  ample  fatifi- 
fadtion,  and  particularly  upon  the 
puniihment  of  thofe  who  had  com¬ 
mitted  the  outrage  ;  and  concluded 
by  giving  them  to  underhand,  that 
he  fhould  eilimate  the  value  which 
they  placed  on  his  friendihip  and 
good-will,  by  their  condudt  upon 
this  occafion. 

In  the  intermediate  time,  the 
Hates  of  Holland  had  palled  a  re- 
folution,  juHifying  and  approving  of 
the  condudt  of  their  commiffioners, 
in,  what  they  called,  4,1  this  extra- 
54  ordinary,  un expedit'd,  and  dii- 
i(  agreeable  affair.”  in  the  de¬ 
bates  upon  this  fubjedt,  they  feemed 


to  throw  the  whole  blame  of  every 
thing  that  happened  upon  the 
princefs,  by  her  adopting  the  rafh 
meafure  of  fuddenly  entering  the 
territories  of  Holland,  after  fo  long 
an  abfence,  and  in  fo  critical  a  fea- 
fon,  without  previoufly  acquainting 
the  Hates  with  her  delign  ;  a  mea¬ 
fure  which  could  not  be  confidered 
othenvife  than  dangerous  ;  for  that 
if  the  conciliatory  motives  afligned 
had  been  the  real  caufes  of  the 
journey,  fuch  a  preliminary  appli¬ 
cation  was  fo  indifpenfably  neceffary 
to  their  effect,  that  it  could  not 
poffibly  have  been  overlooked. 

The  Prufiian  memorial  drew  a 
very  long  and  laboured,  but  dif- 
fatisfadtory  anfwer  from  the  dates 
of  Plolland.  They  denied  all  in¬ 
tention  of  infulting  the  king’s  HHer  ; 
attributed  to  her  fudden  and  unex- 
pedfed  entry  into  the  country,  with¬ 
out  any  attention  to  the  ufual  and 
neceffary  forms,  whatever  had  hap¬ 
pened  ;  palliated  fome  and  denied 
others  of  the  eircumffances  relative 
to  her  treatment :  from  all  their 
information  it  was  condudted  de¬ 
cently,  without  the  fhadow  of  any 
thing  injurious,  or  of  any  want  of 
refpedl  fhewn  to  her  royal  highnefs  ; 
juitified  their  commiHioners ;  if 
they  had  adled  othenvife,  the  laws 
of  their  country  would  have  affixed 
fome  penalty  on  them.  They  re¬ 
newed  the  topic,  though  in  a  lefs 
lofty  drain,  of  their  own  fupreme 
fovereignty ;  declared  their  great 
refpedl  for  the  king,  but  iniinu- 
ated  that  refpedl  between  fovereigns 
fhould  be  mutual  ;  and  obferved, 
that  with  the  greated  refpedl  and 
regard  which  they  held  for  the  per-, 
fon  of  her  royal  highnefs,  they  can¬ 
not  think  that  his  majedy  means, 
that  fbe  fhould  be  exalted  above  the 
fovereignty.  They  conclude,  that 
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the  meafures  purfued  on  this  occafion 
were  neceftary  for  prclerving  the 
peace  of  the  province,  by  preventing 
thofe  popular  tumults  and  violences, 
of  which  they  had  fuch  frequent 
and  deplorable  inftances  ;  and  fi¬ 
nally  imputed  the  king’s  interfer¬ 
ence  to  partial  and  unfounded  re- 
prefentations. 

The  Pruffian  mitiifter  had  like- 
wife  preiented  another  memorial 
from  tlie  king,  on  the  fame  fubjed, 
to  the  Hates  general  ;  but  their  an- 
fwer  was  fo  fatisfadory,  as  to  produce 
a  return  of  acknowledgment  and 
thanks  from  the  king.  Their  high 
mightineffes  declared,  that  they  had 
made  repeated  applications,  with¬ 
out  fuccefs,  to  the  Hates  of  Holland 
upon  this  unfortunate  occafion  ;  that 
they  mull  therefore  leave  it  entirely 
to  them  to  abide  the  confequences, 
as  they  would  not  themfelves  be  in 
any  degree  anfwerable  for  them. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  loH  no  time 
in  ordering  a  reprefentation  of  the 
outrage  offered  to  his  fifter  to  be  laid 
before  the  court  of  Verfailles.  In 
order  to  counteract  the  effect  of  this 
reprefentation,  the  Hates  of  Hol¬ 
land  were  no  lefs  alert  in  laying 
before  that  court  their  anfwer  to 
the  Pruffian  memorial,  together 
with  their  juffificatory  detail  of  the 
tran  fact  ions,  included  in  refolutions 
which  they  paffed  upon  the  occa¬ 
fion.  It  could  not  then  but  be  to 
th^ir  unfpeakable  mortification,  that 
th$y  found  the  French  king,  their 
boaffed  ally,  and  the  great  fup- 
porter  and  friend  of  the  party,  had 
in  ftrong  terms  condemned  the 
treatment  experienced  by  the 
princefs.  He  declaring,  that  he 
conceived  it  to  be  a  grofs  infult ; 
that  it  was  carrying  matters  to  too 
great  a  length  ;  that  the  king  of 
Pruflia  was  therefore  certainly  juf- 


tiiied  in  demanding  ample  fatif- 
fadion  for  the  affront ;  and  that  it 
ought  undoubtedly  to  be  given. 

The  anfwer  of  the  A  A  ,  , 
ftates  of  Holland  drew  "  U^U  * 
a  memorial  from  Baron  Thule- 
meyer,  exprefling  in  ftrong  terms 
the  mixed  furprize  and  indignation 
which  that  anfwer  excited  in  the 
Pruffian  monarch.  That  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  aftoniftitnerrt  he 
found,  that,  inftead  of  an  offer  of 
juft  fatisfadion,  proportioned  to  the 
infult,  they  had  returned  an  an¬ 
fwer  fupported  only  by  evafive  and 
infufficient  arguments.  That  his  ma- 
jefty  would  not  admit,  that  the  pre¬ 
tended  ignorance  of  the  motives 
which  carried  her  royal  highnefs  to 
the  Hague,  and  the  apprehenfion  of 
a  popular  commotion,  ffiould  afford 
any  excufe  or  colour  to  the  conduct 
of  the  commiffion  at  Woerden. 
That  fuch  a  fufpicion,  oftentatioufty 
publiffied,  was  a  new  infult.  That 
the  word  of  the  princefs,  and  her 
folemn  declaration  of  the  falutary 
motives  by  which  Hie  was  excited, 
ffiould  have  afforded  the  moft  per- 
fed  convidion  to  thefe  deputies  of 
the  ftates  ;  while  the  prudence  with 
which  ffie  concealed  her  journey,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  people  from 
{hewing  thofe  demonftrations  of 
zeal  and  joy  on  her  arrival,  which 
their  affedions  would  otfierwife  have 
rendered  inevitable,  ffiould  have 
been  confidered  as  a  freffi  caufe  for 
the  gratitude  of  government.  That 
the  king  will  not  trouble  himfelf 
with  enquiring  into  the  legality  of 
the  right  of  refufal  which  the  com¬ 
miffion  at  Woerden  attributes  to  it- 
felf  upon  this  occafion  ;  but  he  will 
confider  the  more  attentively  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  given  and 
executed.  That  proceedings  fo  out¬ 
rageous  and  often  five  have  made  a 
PC]  2  '  deep 
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deep  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  the 
king,  who  looks  on  the  injury  as 
offered  to  himfelf.  (t  It  is  by  the 
“  exprefs  orders  of  that  monarch, 

* ‘  that  the  underwritten  again  de- 
<(  mands  from  your  noble  and  great 
mightineffes,  an  immediate  and 
*s  fuitable  fatisfa&ion  for  the  in* 
“  fult ;  and  his  majefly  further  en« 
“  joins  me  not  to  fuffer  you  to  re- 
“  main  ignorant,  that  he  will  per- 
u  lift  invariably  upon  this  fatisfac- 
“  tion,  and  that  he  will  not  content 
i(  himfeff  with  a  difcuffion  of  de- 
“  tached  circumHances,  vague  ex- 
u  cufes,  or  further  fhifts  and  eva- 
“  Hons.” 

This  was  followed  by  a  note  from 
Mr.  Thulemeyer,  containing  the 
forms  of  the  fatisfadfion  with  which 
the  king  was  willing  to  be  content¬ 
ed — That  the  Hates  fhould  write  a 
letter  to  her  royal  highnefs  .to  be 
firH  approved  of  by  the  Pruffian 
minifter)  difavowing  the  fuppofition 
that  fhe  had  any  views  contrary  to 
the  'welfare  of  the  republic — That 
they  fhould  apologize  for  the  op¬ 
position  made  to  her  journey,  and 
for  the  treatment  of  which  fhe 
complained  —  That  they  fhould 
punifh,  at  the  requifition  of  the 
princefs,  thofe  perfons  who  were 
culpable  of  the  offences  offered  to 
her  auguft  perfon — That  they  fliould 
revoke  the  erroneous  and  injurious 
refolutions  which  they  had  paffed 
with  refpedt  to  this  journey-— And 
that:this  revocation  fhould  be  ac¬ 
companied  with  an  invitation  in 
thefe  terms,  (i  That  her  royal 
iC  highnefs  will  come  to  the  Hague, 
66  to  enter  into  a  negotiation,  in 
the  name  of  the  prince  fladt- 
ii  holder,  for  conciliating,  by  a 
4*'  fuitable  arrangement,  the  dif- 
44  ferences  which  fublift  at  pre- 
fent.,s 
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That  if  thefe  moderate  condition* 
are  without  difficulty  complied  with 
by  the  Hates,  her  royal  highnefs 
will  interfere  with  the  king,  her 
brother,  to  forbear  any  further  re¬ 
quifition  for  fatisfaflion  on  this  fub- 
jedf.  But  that  in  the  interim,  un¬ 
til  the  negociation  takes  place,  his 
majeHy  expedfs,  in  the  moH  exprefs 
manner,  that  the  Hates  of  Holland 
will,  at  leaH,  let  things  remain  in 
their  prefent  Hate ;  and  that  they 
will  not  proceed  to  any  fufpenfion, 
deprivation,  or  other  meafures,  of- 
fenlive  or  prejudicial  to  the  perfon 
of  the  prince  Hadtholder,  captain 
and  admiral  general,  as  by  fo  do¬ 
ing  they  will  render  all  conciliation 
illufory,  impoffible,  and  will  add 
to  the  offences. 

It  will  not  be  fuppofed  that  con- 
ceffions  fo  mortifying  to  the  pride, 
and  fo  inimical  to  the  defigns  of  the 
republican  leaders,  could  have  been 
fubmitted  to.  Indeed,  the  domi¬ 
neering  language,  and  the  haughty 
arrogance,  which  they  had  fo 
long  been  in  the  habit  of  ufing  to¬ 
wards  the  Hadtholder  and  his  fa¬ 
mily,  feemed  to  render  them  in¬ 
capable  of  any  conceffion  however 
moderate.  Their  reliance  upon 
France,  in  the  laH  refort,  was  like- 
wife  Hill  unimpaired.  The  Hates  of 
Holland,  in  their  deliberation  upon 
Thulemeyer’s  memorial,  refolved 
not  to  enter  into  any  verbal  or 
written  difcuffion  of  the  fubjedf 
there,  but  to  depute  two  of  their 
number  to  Berlin,  to  explain  mat¬ 
ters  upon  the  fpot  to  the  king.  But 
when  the  exprefs  arrived  in  four 
days  from  that  city,  with  the  precife 
terms  of  the  fatisfadHon,  not  only  de¬ 
manded  but  infiHed  on,  they  thought 
it  neceffary  to  prepare  for  the  worfl, 
and  immediately  iffued  an  order  to 
have  every  thing  in  readinefs  for 

laying 
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laying  the  country  under  water,  the 
moment  any  foreign  troops  Ihould 
enter  the  territories  of  the  repub¬ 
lic. 

In  the  mean  time  every  thing 
carried  the  face  of  immediate  war 
at  Berlin.  Troops  affembling,  field 
equipage  preparing,  magazines 
forming,  anti  councils  of  war  fre¬ 
quently  held,  at  which  the  reigning 
duke  of  Brunfwick  conftantly  pre- 
fided.  In  the  interim,  9000  Pruf- 
lian  troops  lined  the  frontiers  of  the 
duchy  of  Cleves,  bordering  on  the 
territories  of  the  republic  ;  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Wefel  received  orders  to 
prepare  accommodations  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  an  army  of  60  or  70,000 
men  ;  and  all  thefe  preparations 
were  avowedly  de figged  for  obtain¬ 
ing  fatisfaction  from  the  Hates  of 
Holland,  for  the  infult  offered  to 
the  Princefs  of  Orange. 

During  thefe  tranfactions  the 
ftadtholder  had  taken,  by  a  coup  de 
main ,  the  fortified  town  of  Wick, 
otherwife  called  Duerftede,  in  the 
province  of  Utrecht  ;  a  place  emi¬ 
nently  noted  in  the  courfe  of  thefe 
troubles,  for  its  early  rejection  of 
the  authority  of  the  provincial  Hates, 
the  adoption  of  violent  republican 
principles,  and  for  the  animofity 
which  it  bore  to  the  ffadtholder  ; 
being  in  all  theie  refpe&s  fcarcely 
inferior  to  the  capital  itfelf,  under 
whofe  protection  it  was  foftered  and 
fupported.  This  town  was,  parti¬ 
cularly  from  its  fituation,  an  ac- 
quifition  of  great  importance  to  the 
ffadtholder  ;  it  is  fituated  on  the 
borders  of  Holland,' within  24  miles 
of  Amfterdam ;  commands  the 
courfe  of  that  part  of  the  Rhine, 
here  called  the  Lech,  on  which  it 
Hands ;  poffeffes  the  command  of 
feveral  fiuices ;  and  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  key  of  .that  province 


on  the  fide  of  Utrecht.  This  was  fo 
well  underffood  by  the  ffadtholder, 
that  notwithffanding  the  fmallnefs 
of  his  army,  he  placed  a  garrifon  of 
1000  men  in  it.  The  confirmation 
and  alarm  which  the  furprize  oc- 
cafioned  at  Amfferdam,  fufficiently 
(hewed  the  juffnefs  of  his  effimate. 

This  fiiff  fuccefs  was  loon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  taking  of  Harder- 
wycke,  a  town  of  Gue’lderland,  im¬ 
portant  likewife  from  its  fituation, 
which  is  on  the  Zuyder  Sea.  At  the 
fame  period,  whether  thefe  fucceffes 
were  inffrumental  to  it  or  not,  the 
city  of  Middleburg,  and  the  whole 
province  of  Zealand,  declared  with¬ 
out  referve  in  his  favour.  The 
prince  then  advanced  with  his 
army  towards  the  city  of  Utrecht, 
where  he  encamped  at  a  league’s 
diffanee,  and,  fpreading  his  poffs  to 
a  confiderable  extent,  began  greatly 
to  ftreighten  the  intercourfe  of  that 
turbulent  people  with  the  adjacent 
country. 

In  this  Hate  of  things  the  Rhin- 
grave  of  Salrn,  who  was  confidered 
as  the  hero  of  the  party,  and  was 
befides  governor  of  the  city,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  all  the 
forces,  whether  foreign  or  domeffic, 
employed  in  its  defence,  thought 
it  neceffary  to  make  fome  attempt 
for  the  fupport  of  that  high  reputa¬ 
tion  which,  without  danger  or  fer- 
vice,  he  had  fo  fortuitously  obtain¬ 
ed.  For  this  purpofe  he  adopted 
thegfcheme  of  making  a  ffrong  fortie 
from  the  city  at  night,  with  a  view, 
if  not  of  beating  up  the  prince’s 
quarters,  at  leaff  of  furprizing  and 
carrying  fome  of  his  detached  poffs  ; 
which  from  their  extent,  feemed  a 
very  feafible  delign. 

The  force  which  he  led  out  upon 
this  occalion,  nearly  included  all 
orders  and  defcriptions  of  military 
,  [C]  3  men. 
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men.  Cuirafliers,  huflars,  fufileers, 
and  markfmen,  of  his  own  legion ; 
volunteer  chaffeurs  ;  regular  in¬ 
fantry  of  Holland,  and  volunteers  ; 
infantry  of  a  corps  called  Palavdi’s  ; 
befides  the  burghers  of  the  town, 
under  whatever  denominations.  This 
force  was  divided  in  two  columns 
without  the  city,  where  each  took 
its  allotted  courfe,  on  the  night  of 
the  26th  of  July  ;  one  being  led  by 
the  Rbingrave  in  perfon,  and  the 
other  by  a  lieutenant  colonel  called 
Klernenburg.  The  firft,  through 
fome  mifehance,  pafted  the  night 
without  finding  the  enemy  ;  and 
when  at  length  they  difcovered  him 
at  break  of  day,  they  found  him  in 
fuch  a  ftate  of  ftrength  and  prepara¬ 
tion,  that  the  Rhingrave,  perceiving 
at  once  the  danger,  {hewed  fuch 
judgment  and  prudence  in  the  time¬ 
ly  manner  of  making  his  retreat, 
that  his  troops  returned  fafe  to 
Utrecht,  without  the  expence  of  a 
tingle  .(hot. 

Not  fuch  was  the  fortune  of  the 
other  column.  They  found  their 
way  direftly  to  their  object,  at  the 
poll  of  Soeftdyck,  which  they  at¬ 
tacked  with  vigour  and  intrepidity 
long  before  day.  This  was  an  old 
feat,  under  the  name  of  a  caftle, 
with  a  village  adjoining,  belonging 
to  the  houfe  of  Orange.  The  troops 
of  Heffe-Darmftadt  have  been  lon<£ 

O 

renowned  for  their  excellence  ;  and 
,  it  happened,  unluckily  for  the  af- 
failants,  that  the  village  was  oc¬ 
cupied  by  part  of  a  regiment  of 
that  prince  in  the  Dutch  fervice. 
Thefe  notwithstanding  the  dark- 
nefs  and  lhrprize,  were  inftantlv  in 
arms,  and  were  acknowledged, 
even  by  their  enemy,  to  have  well 
fultafned  their  ancient  reputation. 
They  lined  the  hedges  of  the  gar¬ 
dens,  the  windows  of  fome  parts  of 
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the  caftle,  and,  feizing  every  tena¬ 
ble  fpot,  defended  all  with  the 
moft  determined  valour.  The  con¬ 
flict  lafted  fiercely  till  the  approach 
of  day  ;  when  other  troops  being 
attracted,  by  the  noife  of  the  firing, 
to  the  relief  of  the  poft,  the  aflail- 
ants  were  forced  to  retire  with  the 
lofs  of  more  than  a  hundred  and 
fifty  men  ;  but  their  retreat  to 
Utrecht  had  nearly  proved  fatal, 
for  their  guide  being  killed,  they 
were  led  by  another  (they  fay 
through  treachery)  almoll  into  the 
jaws  of  the  enemy  ;  fo  that  they 
with  difficulty  efcaped  being  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  centre  of  the  ftadtholder’s 
camp  at  Zeift.  A  French  officer 
of  fome  diftinclion  ferved  as  a  vo¬ 
lunteer  in  the  corps  of  Salm  upon 
this  occafion.  Indeed  the  officers 
of  that  nation,  were  generally  either 
parties  in  or  witnefies  to  moft  of  the 
tranfaflions  of  this  time  ;  and  one 
of  rank  and  quality  had  even  been 
prefent  at  the  feizure  of  the  princefs 
of  Orange. 

All  the  effeff  which  fo  many  un¬ 
toward  circumilances,  and  ftrong 
indications  of  llgnal  approaching 
danger,  feerned  to  produce  upon 
the  ruling  party  in  Holland,  was  to 
render  them  more  harfh  in  their 
government,  obftinate  and  violent 
in  all  their  proceedings,  and  more 
unrelenting  and  cruel  in  their  per¬ 
fection  of  the  Orange  party. 
Among  other  capricious  inftances 
of  perfection,  violence,  and  ty¬ 
ranny,  the  diiplay  of  Orange  co¬ 
lours,  in  any  form  or  manner,  was 
conftituted  a  crime  of  the  firft  mag¬ 
nitude.  It  was  laid  that  two  men 
were  openly  hanged  in  the  ftreet  at 
noon-day,  for  tranfgreflmg  this  or¬ 
der.  The  diftorting  riband^  or 
emblems  of  any  colour  into  the 
form  of  the  letter  {W)  was  rendered 

highly, 
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highly,  if  not  equally,  penal.  The 
expofing  of  orange-coloured  flowers 
to  view,  whether  in  the  windows  or 
elfewhere,  had  been  prohibited  long 
before.  Such  a  fyftem  of  violence, 
if  voluntary,  cruel,  and  if  neceffary, 
unfortunate,  under  whatever  name  or 
form  of  government,  could  fcarcely 
be  permanent. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  bitter  and 
unmanaged  inventive  againft  the 
ftadtholder,  called  The  Declaration 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Holland 
againft  William  the  Vth,  was  figned 
by  about  6000  names,  and  pub- 
lifhed.  In  this  piece,  the  prince 
was  declared  to  have  betrayed  his 
country  to  England  in  the  midft  of 
a  war  ;  he  was  charged  with  perjury 
and  violation  of  his  oath ;  accufed 
of  difobedience  to  his  fovereign 
lords  and  mafters  j  and  ftigmatized 
as  behaving-  like  another  duke  of 
Alva.  As  a  traitor  to  his  country, 
they  required  that  he  fhould  be 
ftripped  of  all  his  dignities,  de¬ 
prived  of  all  his  authority,  his 
goods  confifcated,  his  perfon  pro- 
fcribed,  and  delivered  up  to  the 
fovereign,  to  receive  the  recompence 
of  his  crimes. — Such  was  the  laft 
ebullition  of  popular  fury,  which 
was  foon  to  fubfide  under  the  ftrong 
compulfion  of  a  difciplined  and  vic¬ 
torious  army. 

The  ftates  of  Holland  ufed  every 
poffible  endeavour,  that  the  new  de¬ 
puties,  ele&ed  by  the  city  of  Utrecht, 
fhould  be  received  as  the  legal  and 
real  reprefentatives  of  the  province 
by  the  ftates  general,  and  that  the 
old  legitimate  ftates  who  had  fo 
long  fat  at  Amersfort,  fhould  be 
excluded  from  their  feats,  and 
confequently  their  vote,  in  that 
affembly.  But  their  high  mighti- 
neffes,  as  well  as  the  council  of 
ftate,  refilled  this  innovation  with 


fuch  firmnefs,  that,  to  the  great  dis¬ 
appointment  of  the  party,  all  their 
efforts  proved  fruitlefs. 

Through  the  courfe  of  thefe  tranf- 
a&ions,  nothing  could  appear  more 
deplorable  than  the  afpeA  which  al- 
moil  every  part  of  the  republic  pre- 
fented.  The  rabble  no  longer  he- 
fitated  at  any  a&  of  the  moft  daring 
licentioufneis ;  fo  that  the  foreign 
minifters  at  the  Hague  thought 
themfelves  in  circumftances  of  fuch 
danger,  that  the  Rulftan  minifter 
applied  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
diplomatic  body,  to  the  ftates  gene¬ 
ral,  to  provide  fome  effectual  fecu- 
rity  for  their  perfons  and  houfes. — 
It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  this 
memorial  was  not  prefented  to  the 
ftates  of  Holland,  in  whofe  depart¬ 
ment  the  bullnefs  feemed  peculiarly 
to  lie. — In  fuch  a  ftate,  it  was  not 
much  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the 
meft  melancholy  objeAs  fhould  every 
where  ftrike  the  eye.  Numbers  of 
ruined  and  plundered  houfes  fhewed, 
in  the  towns,  unerring  marks  of  the 
higlieft  defolation  ;  and  many  fami¬ 
lies,  reduced  at  once  to  beggar)’-, 
were  every  where  to  be  met  in  the 
moft  piteous  fituation.  The  neigh¬ 
bouring  countries  were  filled  with 
the  opulent  or  the  induftrious  Hol¬ 
landers,  who  thought  themfelves 
happy  in  efcaping  from  the  dan¬ 
gers  and  miferies  to  which  they 
were  expofed  at  home.  Oftend,  in 
particular,  began  again  to  raife  its 
head,  and  to  (hake  off  the  languor 
and  defpondency  which  the  late 
peace  occalioned,  through  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Dutch  families,  who,  totally 
abandoning  their  country,  fettled 
there  for  a  permanency,  and  had  no 
iooner  procured  houfes,  than,  taking 
advantage  of  the  port  and  fituation, 
they  refumed  their  ufual  habits,  in¬ 
troducing  new  branches  of  tra.fN, 
[C]  4  and 
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and  opening  new  fources  of  com¬ 
merce. 

The  king  of  Pruflia,  with  a  quick- 
nefs  of  dilcernment,  which  did  him 
credit,  perceived  at  once  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  were  to  be  derived  to 
his  own  country,  from  the  giving  a 
proper  direction  to  this  fpirit  of 
emigration.  He  accordingly,  with¬ 
out  hefitation  or  lofs  of  time,  imme¬ 
diately  annulled  or  removed  all  thofe 
laws  or  regulations,  which  had  inju- 
dicioufly  thrown  impediments  or  dis¬ 
couragements  in  the  way  to  the  fet- 
tlement  of  foreigners  within  the 
Pruflian  dominions  ;  particularly 
thofe,  which  depriving  men  of  their 
power  of  free  agency,  chained,  as 
it  were,  the  Hranger  to  the  new 
foil,  by  forbidding  the  removal  of 
his  perfon  or  effects,  however  con¬ 
trary  to  his  liking,  or  ruinous  to 
his  affairs,  fuch  a  compuliion  might 
prove.  ReHrictions,  indeed,  fo  ab¬ 
horrent  to  the  nature  of  mankind, 
that  it  fee-ms  aftonifhing  how  they 
could  have  beea  adopted  in  wife 
governments.  So  true  it  is,  that  a 
power  of  exporting  again  is  the 
greateH  encouragement  to  import¬ 
ing  ;  and  the  belt  way  to  induce  men 
to  come,  is  to  licenfe  their  depar¬ 
ture.  Thefe  reftraints  are  now, 
however,  totally  done  away  in  the 
Pruflian  dominions,  and  an  unref- 
trained  freedom  of  egrefs  and  regrefs, 
with  refpedi  to  perfon  and  effects,  is 
decreed  to  all  foreigners. 

The  Hates  of  Holland  could  not 
but  be  grievoufly  affedted,  and  fe- 
rioufly  alarmed,  at  the  unexampled 
depopulation  of  their  country  ;  and 
to  fee  foreigners-  at  the  fame  time 
doubly  enriched,  by  the  acquifition 
of  its  bell  citizens,  and  of  their 
wealth.  The  evil  was  fo  fudden 
and  fo  general,  that  it  was  fcarcely 
perceived  before  it  was  nearly  irre^ 


mediable.  They  paiTed  the  fevered: 
decrees  againlt  emigration,  laying 
heavy  penalties  on  all  attempts 
towards  it  ;  pointing  out  to  the 
citizens  the  duties  which  they  owed 
to  the  Hate  ;  and  vainly  boalling  of 
their  own  competence  and  full  abi¬ 
lity  to  the  protection  of  all  their 
fubjedts.  But  the  fpirit  of  emigra¬ 
tion  was  too  itrong  to  be  overruled  ; 
the  boalt  was  laughed  at,  and  the 
feverity  of  the  decrees  only  increafed 
the  rage  for  departure,  and  rendered 
men  the  more  determined  in  their 
refolution.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Hate  of  mifery  which  that  rich  pro¬ 
vince  exhibited,  would  have  ap¬ 
peared  incredible  to  thofe  who  had 
before  known  it,  and  who  did  not 
now  themfelves  behold  the  viciffi- 
tude.  All  foreign  commerce  had 
for  fome  time  been  feemingly  anni¬ 
hilated  ;  and  now,  through  the  vio¬ 
lent  meafures  purfued  by  the  domi¬ 
neering  party  in  Holland,  by  the 
laying  on  of  embargoes,  and  by 
Hopping  or  feizing  the  fhips  of  other 
provinces,  as  well  as  of  their  own, 
the  internal  commerce,  which,  for 
the  extent  of  country,  was  the 
greatell  that  ever  exiHed,  was  equally 
injured. 

Several  of  the  provinces  pafled 
refolutions  for  opening  a  new  con- 
grefs  of  mediation  ;  and  requeHing 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Pruflia, 
to  undertake  the  friendly  office  of 
mediators.  This  propofal  feemed 
to  be  cordially  accepted  by  the 
three  powers  in  queition  ;  but  Hol¬ 
land  Hill  hung  back,  without  an 
abfolute  refufal,  in  diredt  terms  ; 
though  the  addition  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  mediators,  was  a 
meafure,  which  nothing  but  the  laH 
extremity  could  have  induced  the 
governing  party  in  that  province  to 
admit  of.  Things  were  likewife 

too 
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too  fall  approaching  to  a  crifis,  to 
afford  the  leifure  and  time  neceffary 
for  negociation. 

Though  France  Teemed  to  lie 
dormant  through  the  courfe  of  thefe 
tranfaffions,  yet,  during  the  whole 
fummer  and  the  beginning  of  au¬ 
tumn,  fhe  was  inceffant  in  her  en¬ 
deavours,  by  every  poffible  under¬ 
hand  method,  to  afford  encourage¬ 
ment  and  afiiltance  to  the  republi¬ 
can  party  in  Holland.  Crowds  of 
French  officers  arrived  every  day 
in  that  province,  and  either  re¬ 
ceived  commiflions  in  the  fervice  oi 
the  ftates,  or  adfed  as  volunteers  in 
their  troops.  But  this  not  being 
thought  fufficient,  feveral  hundreds 
of  tried  and  experienced  foldiers, 
whofe  fidelity  and  diferetion  could 
be  relied  on,  were  feletfed  from  dif¬ 
ferent  regiments,  and,  being  fur- 
niihed  with  money  for  their  jour¬ 
ney,  and  affurances  of  future  fa¬ 
vour,  were  difpatched  in  fmall  par¬ 
ties  to  join  the  troops,  and  help  to 
difeipline  the  volunteers  and  bur¬ 
ghers  of  Holland.  It  was  a  new 
circumitance,  that  a  corps  of  en¬ 
gineers  fhould  be  fmuggled  from 
ope  country  into  another  in  dif- 
guife  ;  and  it  was  rendered  ftill 
more  extraordinary,  by  the  refpec- 
tive  countries  not  immediately  bor¬ 
dering  in  any  part.  Yet  this  was 
now  done.  The  private  men  were 
furnifhed  with  clothes  of  the  com¬ 
mon  colours,  money,  and  proper 
anfwers  to  make  to  any  troublefome 
enquiries  ;  and  thus  equipped,  they 
were  to  proceed,  in  very  fmall  par¬ 
ties,  to  the  place  of  their  deftina- 
tion,  officers  being  llationed,  in 
fome  of  the  principal  towns  on  their 
way,  to  afford  any  farther  fuccour 
or  advice  that  might  become  ne- 
ce.ffary. 

As  foon  as  this  influx  of  French 


EUROPE.  [41 

officers  and  foldiers  into  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  the  republic  became,  from 
their  number,  an  ohjedt  of  general 
notice,  the  Hates  general  loft  no 
time  in  endeavouring  at  leaft  to 
ftop  the  growing  progrefs  of  the 
enormity.  For  this  purpoie,  they 
not  only  iffued  proclamations  llrong- 
ly  forbidding  the  intrufion,  but  they 
made  very  ferious  complaints  upon 
the  fubjedt,  both  to  the  French 
minifter  at  the  Hague,  and  directly 
to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  by  their 
own  minifter  at  Paris.  This  was 
all  they  could  do  ;  for  thofe  already 
arrived  in  Plolland  were  out  of  their 
reach. 

It  was  not  until  the  king  of 
Pruffia  had  filled  his  magazines, 
advanced  his  troops  and  artillery 
to  the  frontiers,  appointed  a  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  completed  all  his 
preparations,  and  was  on  the  point 
of  entering  into  action,  that  the 
ftates  of  Plolland  at  length  thought 
proper,  in  foine  degree,  to  defeend 
from  that  high  ftation  of  affumed 
power  and  dignity,  on  which  they 
had  fo  long  ft  rutted.  Without  Teem¬ 
ing  to  confider  the  change  in  com¬ 
parative  power  and  eftirnation  which 
had  taken  place  between  other  ftates 
and  their  own,  without  leeming  to 
recoiled!  that  they  were  only  a  Angle 
divided  province,  oppofed  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  its  fellows,  they  had  af¬ 
fumed  all  the  pride  of  fovereignty, 
and  all  the  confidence  of  dictation, 
which  the  united  republic  could 
have  dilplayed  in  the  days  of  its 
greateft  power  and  fplendor.  Whe¬ 
ther  it  proceeded  from  a  more  per¬ 
fect  recollection  of  their  condition, 
or  becaufe  men  grow  moderate  in 
their  language  as  their  refolution 
becomes  more  determined  ;  they 
now,  however,  when  it  was  too 
late,  and  the  die  already  call,  re¬ 
turned 
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o  .  n*.\  turned  an  anfwer  full 

oept.  8th.  c  ,  r  r  1 

1  or  condeicemion,  to  the 

king  of  Pruffia’s  laft  memorial.  But 
though  they  exprelTed  the  greateil 
concern  for  what  had  happened  to 
the  princefs,  and  nearly  the  greateil 
potable  degree  of  regard,  and  even 
reverence,  for  her  and  the  king,  al¬ 
though  they  deprecated  his  wrath  in 
terms  approaching  to  humiliation, 
and  feemed  almoft  to  fupplicate  his 
friendfhip,  yet  they  ftill  perfevered 
in  jollifying  the  conduCl  of  the  com- 
miiiioners  at  Woerden,  by  denying 
that  they  had  been  guilty  in  the 
want  of  refpect  to  the  princefs,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  the  mere  difcharge  of 
their  duty  (which  they  were  doubly 
bound  to,  by  the  ftridtnefs  of  their 
orders,  and  Hill  more  by  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  neeeffity  of  the  times)  fhould 
be  corifidered  as  fuch.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  teemed  with  fuch  expref- 
hons  of  humility,  and  even  ftiewed 
io  conciliatory  a  difpofition,  (parti¬ 
cularly  in  throwing  themfelves  up¬ 
on  'the  king’s  friendfhip  and  medi¬ 
ation  for  reconciling  their  differen¬ 
ces)  that  it  is  probable  if  fuch  an 
anfwer  had  been  returned  in  the  fir  ft 
initance,  and  its  fpirit  adhered  to, 
things  could  fcarcely  have  arrived 
at  their  prefent  extremity  ;  at  leaft 
a  door  would  have  been  open  to  ac¬ 
commodation  and  peace. 

x 

But  the  feafon  of  peremptory  re¬ 


futations,  ingenious,  lively,  argil* 
snentative  replies,  boaftful  threats, 
memorials,  and  even  apologies,  was 
now  at  an  end  ;  and  the  controverfy 
haftened  to  a  different  iffue. 

The  celebrated  hereditary  prince 
of  Brnniwick,  who  under  that  title 
had  gained  fuch  early  renown  thro’ 
all  Europe,  from  the  fplendtd  ac¬ 


tions  which  he  atchieved,  tinder  the 
aufpices  of  that  great  general,  his 
uncle  prince  Ferdinand,  in  the  laft 
feven  years  wrar  in  Germany  ;  that 
war  in  which  England  bore  fo  dif- 
tinguifhed  a  part,  and  in  which  he 
commenced  his  career  of  glory  be¬ 
fore  he  had  well  arrived  at  man¬ 
hood,  was  now,  by  the  death  of  his 
father,  become  the  fovereign  and 
reigning  duke  of  that  country. 
This  prince,  who  had  long  flum- 
bered  in  the  ruft  of  peace,  was  now 
called  from  that  enviable  tranquil¬ 
lity  by  his  near  relation  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  in  order  to  undertake  a 
talk  worthy  of  his  genius  and  cha¬ 
racter,  that  of  reftoring  the  ftadt- 
holder  to  his  rights,  and  the  re¬ 
public  of  the  United  Provinces  to 
its  priftine  ftate  of  government. — 
As  we  were  the  early  hiftorians  of 
this  prince’s  exploits*,  fo  his  com¬ 
ing  again  within  our  obfervation, 
affords  that  foothing  fatisfadlion, 
which  arifes  from  the  revival  of  dear 
and  early  habits  long  fufpended,  and 
from  recovering  the  meridian  fpleo- 
dor  of  virtues  we  admired  in  their 
dawn. 

On  the  13th  of  September  1787, 
the  Prufiian  army,  confifting  of  25 
battalions,  and  as  many  fquadrons, 
advanced  from  their  rendezvous  in 
the  duchy  of  Cleves,  and  entered 
the  province  of  Gu^lderland  in 
three  columns,  that  on  the  right, 
which  direCled  its  courfe  to  the 
northward,  being  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  general  Lottum  ;  the  cem* 
ter  column,  led  by  the  generals 
Waldeck  and  Gaudi,  marched  on 
both  tides  the  Lech,  on  which,  and 
the  Waal,  were  the  boats  which  con¬ 
veyed  the  magazines,  the  lazaret, 


*  See  the  fir  ft  volumes  of  the  Annual  Regiltar,  from  its  commencement  to  the 

end  of  the  G  iman  war, 
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and  the  pontoons  of  the  army  ;  the 
left  column,  which  took  the  molt 
fouthern  direction,  was  immediate¬ 
ly  commanded  by  the  duke  in  per- 
fon.  Three  of  the  battalions  being 
left  behind  to  fecure  the  communi¬ 
cations  from  the  frontiers,  the  whole 
number  of  effective  men,  that  en¬ 
tered  the  province  of  Holland,  a- 
mounted  to  fomewhat  more  than 
18,000.  THeir  artillery,  as  might 
be  expected,  was  excellently  chofen 
for  a  iudden  and  fhort  war,  in  which 
regular  lieges  were  not  the  imme¬ 
diate  object,  confiding  only  of  16 
iix-pounders,  8  twelve-pounders, 
and  8  ten-inch  howitzers. 

The  two  former  columns  crolfed 
the  Lech  at  Wefterporter,  and  en¬ 
camped  near  Arnheim  ;  the  duke’s 
divifion  palfed  the  Waal  at  Nime- 
guen,  and  encamped  near  Lend. 
The  only  interruption  to  their  pro- 
grefs  proceeded  from  the  exceffive 
rains,  which  rendered  the  fpongy 
foil  of  that  lew  flat  country  a  per¬ 
fect  marfb,  and  the  roads  nearly 
impalfable,  the  infantry  finking  to 
the  mid-leg  at  every"  ftep.  The 
Prufhan  huflars  were,  'however, 
pulhed  forward  on  all  fides,  and  a 
party  under  the  command  of  a 
lieutenant,  which  the  duke  had  de¬ 
tached  from  Tiel,  hearing  that  the 
republicans  were  llrong,  and  feem- 
ed  determined  on  refiftanee  at  Leer- 
dam,  in  Holland,  on  the  wav  to 
Ni  ewport,  they  advanced  thither 
with  great  rapidity;  but  they  found 
the  place  abandoned  by  the  garri- 
lon  on  their  approach,  and  the  ex¬ 
ceffive  fatigue  rendered  their  horfes 
incapable  of  a  purfuit. 

The  duke  of  Brunfwick  purfuing 
the  fame  courfe,  turned  to  the  left 
to  Gorcum,  which  lie  found  in  a 
conliderable  Hate  of  defence,  and 
the  cannon  from  the  ramparts  were 


fired  at  him  as  he  advanced  with  a 
detachment  of  huflars  to  reconnoitre 
the  place.  The  camp  was  fome 
miles  behind ;  but  colonel  Rom¬ 
berg,  with  a  detachment  of  infan¬ 
try,  efcorted  by  huflars  and  chal- 
feurs,  and  accompanied  by  the  ne- 
ceflary  artillery,  having  marched 
all  night,  notwithflanding  the  deep- 
nefs  of  the  country,  with  the  num- 
berlefs  deeo  and  broad  ditches  thev 

X  /• 

had  to  pafs,  arrived  at  Halem,  a 
village  near  the  town,  0  , 

by  break  of  day.  In  ^  ‘7th' 
this  place  he  immediately  raifed.  a 
battery  of  howitzers,  fending  at 
the  fame  time  an  officer  to  fummon 
the  town,  with  a  threat  of  imme¬ 
diate  bombardment  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal.  An  hour’s  time  being  al¬ 
lowed  for  an  anfwer,  and  none  re¬ 
turned,  the  officer  was  again  fent 
back,  accompanied  by  a  trumpet  ; 
but  on  his  approach  being  fired  at 
by  the  centinels,  this  affront  was 
confidered  and  accepted  as  the  fig- 
nal  for  bombardment. 

The  celebrated  colonel  and  cham¬ 
berlain  Capelle,  fo  eminent  for  his 
republican  principles,  and  the  part 
which  he  took  in  that  caufe,  was 
governor  of  Gorcum,  fo  that  more 
than  a  common  defence  was  to  be 
expeifled.  A  few  (hot,  however, 
only  were  fired,  and  about  five 
grenades  thrown,  when  a  houfe  was 

O  7 

perceived  in  flames  ;  and  a  new  in- 
itance  was  given,  how  unfit  an  opu¬ 
lent  people,  tremblingly  alive  to 
their  property,  are  to  withftand  the 
dangers  and  calamities  of  war.  A 
white  flag  was  difplayed  from  the 
tower,  a  parley  immediately  found¬ 
ed,  and  the  fire  of  the  batter)’’  as 
fuddenly  flopped. 

The  governor  met  colonel  Rom¬ 
berg  at  the  gate,  the  conditions 
were  foon  fettled,  M.  Capelle  giv- 
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ing  up  the  city,  and  furrendering 
himfelf  and  the  garrifon  prifon- 
e.rs  of  war  ;  though,  contrary  to 
all  military  rules,  he  had  previ- 
oufiy  given  orders  to  the  foldiers 
to  make  their  efcape  down  the 
Waal,  by  the  boats  which  lay  in 
numbers  off  the  town.  The  duke 
of  Brunfvvick  arrived  juft  as  the  ca¬ 
pitulation  was  ftgned ;  and  march¬ 
ing  along  with  the  troops  into  the 
town,  received  a  much  greater  fa- 
tisfadlion  than  this  firft  triumph 
could  have  otherwife  afforded,  in 
his  having  been  hailed  by  all  the 
inhabitants  that  appeared  (and  who 
were  evidently  a  great  majority)  as 
their  deliverer,  while  the  air  re¬ 
founded  with  acclamations  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  houfe  of  Orange.  The 
prifoners  taken  in  Gorcum,  con- 
lifted  only  of  five  officers,  belides 
the  governor,  with  63  foldiers  ; 
but  the  artillery  amounted  to  105 
pieces  of  cannon.  Not  a  fmgle 
perfon  had  been  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed  ;  one  houfe  burnt,  another  da¬ 
maged,  and  a  windmill  blown  up 
by  a  fhell,  was  the  whole  damage 
done* 

A  greater  number  of  prifoners 
than  were  found  in  the  town,  a- 
monnting  to  fix  officers  and  90 
foldiers,  were  at  thisinftant  brought 
in  by  captain  Hirfchfeld,  the  duke's 
adjutant-general,  at  the  head  only 
of  feven  huffars.  That  party  had 
been  fent  to  open  the  fiuices  of 
Arke-1,  and  Hirfchfeld  was  difpatch- 
ed  with  a  battalion  of  grenadiers  to 
interrupt  their  defign  ;  but  he,  not 
waiting  the  march  df  the  infantry, 
advanced  rapidly  with  the  huffars, 
and  turning  a  wood,  appeared  fud- 
denly  in  their* rear.  Obferving  the 
confujon  which  this  unexpected 
fight  occafioned,  he  immediately 
fummontd  them  to  furrender ;  and 


the  terror  of  the  Pruffian  arms  was 
fo  great,  that  they  laid  down  theirs 
without  hefitation.  The  fire  of  the 
battery  had  at  that  time  ceafed, 
which  he  fuccefsfully  ufed  as  an  ar¬ 
gument  that  the  town  had  capitu¬ 
lated. 

On  the  firft  intelligence  of  the 
entrance  of  the  Pruffian  army,  the 
commiffioners  of  defence  at  Woer- 
den  iffued  immediate  orders  for  in¬ 
undating  the  country ;  but  the  wa¬ 
ters  of  the  Waal  and  the  Lech, 
happening  then  to  be  uncommonly 
low,  this  circumftance  fruftrated  the 
defign  in  the  firft  inftance  ;  and  the 
unremitted  activity  of  the  Pruffian 
huffars  and  chafleurs,  in  difperfmg 
the  labourers,  and  taking  the  troops 
appointed  to  protect  them,  render¬ 
ed  the  execution  afterwards  imprac¬ 
ticable.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
different  directions  in  which  the 
Pruffian  columns  interfered  the 
country,  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  overfpread  by  their  fubdivi- 
fions,  and  the  rapidity  by  which 
their  huffars  and  chaffeurs  feemed 
to  appear  at  different  places  in  the 
fame  inftant,  not  only  magnified 
their  numbers  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people  to  a  prodigious  degree,  but 
the  confternation  and  terror  was  fo 
great,  and  all  means  of  communi¬ 
cation  and  counfel  fo  fuddenly  cut 
off,  that  each  town  feeming  aban¬ 
doned  to  its  fate,  without  knowledge 
of  the  ftate  of  its  fellows,  loft  at 
once  the  powers  of  action  and  de¬ 
fence  :  the  only  exertion  left  among 
the  armed  burghers,  the  volunteers, 
and  every  order  of  the  military, 
being  to  make  their  efcape  at  all 
events  from  the  places  they  were 
in,  without  any  certainty  where  they 
were  to  find  fhelter,  and  under  the 
trembling  apprehenfion,  at  every 
ftep,  of  being  overtaken,  or  inter¬ 
cepted 
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cepted  by  the  enemy.  Some  of 
thefe  fugitives,  however,  commit¬ 
ted  great  outrages  in  their  flight, 
plundering  and  burning  the  houfes 
of  the  Orange  party  in  the  villages 
and  open  country,  while  they  en¬ 
deavoured  in  vain  to  fix  the  impu¬ 
tation  of  thefe  diforders  upon  the 
Pruffians,  who  obferved,  through  all 
thefe  tranfadlions,  as  ftriT  a  difci- 
pline  as  if  they  had  been  only 
changing  quarters  or  marching  to  a 
review  in  their  own  country.  The 
celerity  of  the  huflars  foon  put  an 
end  to  thefe  enormities,  by  the  dil- 
perfion  and  chaflifement  of  the  ma¬ 
rauders. 

The  influence  of  reputation,  and 
the  terror  bred  by  opinion,  could 
never  be  more  apparent  than  at  this 
time  ;  for  fo  great  was  the  dread 
conceived  of  the  Pruffian  arms,  that 
no  fuperiority  of  number  could  em¬ 
bolden  either  the  regular  or  irregu¬ 
lar  forces  of  the  province,  to  en¬ 
dure  any  thing  like  a  conflict  even 
with  the  huflars  and  chafleurs.  Un¬ 
der  the  general  operation  of  thefe 
circumftances,  fo  great  a  number 
of  fortified  towns  (and  thefe  gene¬ 
rally  well  provided  with  artillery 
and  ammunition)  were,  perhaps, 
never  before  taken  in  fo  fhort  a 
fpace  of  time  ;  and  this  was  per¬ 
formed  with  fcarcely  the  lofs  of  a 
Angle  Pruffian  foldier  for  the  firfi: 
week. — It  was  indeed  difficult  for 
thofe  who  had  read  the  hiftory  of  the 
ancient  wars  of  the  Netherlands  to 
believe,  that  thofe  towns  which  had 
been  celebrated  through  the  world, 
for  the  extraordinary  length  of  the 
fieges  they  endured,  and  the  un¬ 
conquerable  obftinacy  of  their  de¬ 
fence,  fhould  now  be  given  up  with¬ 
out  firing  a  fliot.  But  the  diitance 
of  the  refpective  periods  in  point  of 
time  is  not  fo  great,  Us  that  differ¬ 


ence  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
character  ot  the  inhabitants. 

After  the  taking  of  Gorcum,  the 
duke’s  detachments  fpread  on  all 
fides,  and  every  thing  fell  before 
them.  Befidcs  places  of  left*  con- 
fequence,  Niewport  and  Schoon- 
hoven,  both  cities  capable  of  a  long 
defence,  if  there  had  been  even  lei- 
fure  for  regular  fieges,  were  aban¬ 
doned  by  their  garrifons  without 
waiting  for  the  fight  of  the  enemy; 
notwithflanding  which,  a  confider* 
able  number  of  the  latter  were 
brought  back  prifoners  by  the  Pruf¬ 
fian  huflars.  Dort  lurrendered  to  a 
handful  of  huflars  who  were  going- 
on  other  fervice,  and  who  feemed 
to  fummon  it  by  chance,  or  merely 
out  of  a  bravade.  Another  detach¬ 
ment  having  boldly  advanced  to 
the  gates  of  Rotterdam,  they  were 
immediately  thrown  open  to  them. 
In  the  fame  manner  Leyden  and 
Harlem  furrendered,  without  firing 
a  fliot. 

Similar  fuccefs  attended  the  co¬ 
lumn  which  advanced  on  both  fides 
the  Lech  ;  Viannen,  the  Vaart,  and 
every  place  in  their  way,  was  a- 
bandoned  at  their  approach.  The 
firfi:  advance  of  thefe  troops  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  Utrecht,  while  the 
right  hand  column  under  general 
Lottum  was  at  the  fame  time  with¬ 
in  a  few  miles  of  them  to  the  north, 
threw  that  turbulent  city  into  the 
moft  deplorable  ftate  of  terror  and 
confuiion.  Their  opinion  of  their 
own  confequence  made  them  ima¬ 
gine  that  they  were  the  only  objedt 
in  view  with  both  columns,  that 
they  would  accordingly  clofe  upon 
the  city,  and  that,  furrounding  it 
on  all  fides,  they  flioitld  at  once  be 
equally  cut  off  from  all  means  of 
relief  and  efcape. 

Their  numbers  were  very  con- 
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fiderable,  amounting  to  above  ten 
thoufand  armed  men,  including  the 
legion  of  Salm,  and  all  the  other 
foreigners  who  had  come  to  their 
affiftance ;  their  artillery  were,  in 
proportion,  perhaps,  ftill  more  nu¬ 
merous  ;  and  vaft  Turns  had  been 
expended  in  new  fortifications,  un¬ 
der  the  immediate  direction  of  able 
engineers,  who  were  fent  by  France 
for  the  purpofe.  In  thel'e  circ urn- 
fiances  they  defpifed  the  prince  of 
Orange’s  little  army  of  about  3,500 
men,  which  was  polled  at  the  Bilt, 
a  few  miles  to  the  north  eall  of  the 
city :  and  in  reality,  if  their  troops 
had  been  good,  and  well  command¬ 
ed,  they  were  in  much  better  con¬ 
dition  for  offenfive  operations  than 
the  invader ;  and  if  no  change  had 
taken  place  in  their  relative  filia¬ 
tion,  the  war  might  have  lafted  for 
years  without  any  abfolute  decifion. 
But  they  had  been  fo  blind  to  the 
apprehenfion  of  danger  from  any 
other  quarter,  that  the  new  works 
were  all  conftrutfied  on  that  fide  by 
which  the  fladtholder  mult  have 
made  his  approaches ;  trolling  to 
the  potency  of  their  allies  in  Hol¬ 
land  for  the  fecurity  of  thofe  Tides 
of  the  city  which  looked  towards  that 
province,  and  where  the  old  fortifi¬ 
cations  were  accordingly  left  in  their 
prilline  Hate. 

The  people  of  Utrecht  were  fo 
unwilling  to  be  diilurbed  from  the 
dream  of  confidence,  greatnel's,  and 
fecurity,  which  they  bad  fo  long- 
indulged,  that  the  firll  accounts 
which  they  received  of  the  entrance 
of  the  Prufiian  army,  though  au¬ 
thenticated  by  perfons  of  veracity, 
were  treated  with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
tempt  and  ridicule.  But  when,  on 
the  night  of  the  fame  evening,  ex- 
prelfes  arrived  from  Amersford,  with 
intelligence  of  Gen.  Lottum’s  ar¬ 


rival  at  that  place,  within  14  miles 
of  them,  and  at  the  fame  inilant 
others  arrived  from  Wick,  in  the 
oppolite  direction,  and  about  the 
fame  diftance,  with  the  news  that 
they  faw  Waldeck’s  army  enter  the 
town,  no  words  could  defcribe  the 
conllernation  and  difmay  which  en- 
fued.  All  eyes  were  turned  to  their 
hero,  the  Rhingrave  of  Salm,  and 
fome  remains  of  hope  Hill  lingered, 
that  his  courage  and  military  know¬ 
ledge  would  have  adminillered  re¬ 
lief  ;  but  when  it  was  feen  that  he 
was  no  lefs  oppreffed  by  the  general 
terror  than  the  multitude,  that  he 
was  among  the  foremoil  who,  pre¬ 
pared  for  efcaping,  and  that  he  de¬ 
clared  the  city  was  indefenfible,  no¬ 
thing  could  exceed  the  diforder  and 
confulion  that  prevailed. 

Some  faint  attempts  were  made 
to  fpike  the  artillery,  and  to  fpoil 
the  powder  in  the  magazines  ;  but 
the  fears  of  thofe  employed  foon  be¬ 
came  fo  predominant,  that  every 
other  object  and  confideration  im¬ 
mediately  gave  way  to  the  defire  of 
efcape.  In  an  incredibly  Ihort 
fpace  of  time,  all  the  roads  and 
canals  leading  to  Holland  were 
covered  with  the  horles,  carriages, 
and  boats  of  thofe  terrified  fugi¬ 
tives,  who  efcaped  with  their  fami¬ 
lies,  and  whatever  elfe  they  could 
convey.  A  greater  number,  who. 
could  not  procure  thefe  convenien- 
cies,  traverfed  the  roads  on  foot, 
loaded  with  fuch  parts  of  their  ef¬ 
fects  as  they  deemed  moll  valuable, 
and  could  bell  carry.  Some  hun¬ 
dreds,  however,  of  the  citizens,  with 
more  fenfe  and  prudence  than  any 
of  thefe,  took  the  refolution  of 
breaking  and  hiding  their  arms, 
deftroving  their  hofiile  emblems, 
and  waiting  quietly  in  their  houfes 
to  abide  the  confequences  ;  and  by 
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this  wile  and  eafy  meafure,  happily 
elcaped  all  queflion,  and  all  lots. 

This  memorable  night  of  terror, 
confufion,  and  miferable  flight, 
happened  fo  early  after  the  arrival 
of  the  Pruflians  in  the  province,  as 
the  15th  of  September  ;  and  it  is 
worthy  of  obfervation,  that  Utrecht 
was  not  within  the  line  of  operation 
of  any  of  the  columns  of  that  army; 
for  they  had  no  intention  of  loflng 
time  in  the  flege  of  a  city  of  fuch 
extent,  fo  powerful  in  men,  arms, 
and  money,  and  where,  from  the 
character  and  pall  conduct  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  they  had  every  reafon  to 
expert  a  molt  obflinate  refiltance. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who 
were  in  the  Orange  interefl,  did  not 
venture  out  of  their  houfes  during 
the  tumult  of  this  night,  but  were 
aftonifned  in  the  morning  at  finding 
the  city  evacuated  by  all  orders  of 
armed  men,  and  the  artillery  lying 
on  the  works  without  centinels  or 
guards.  This  intelligence  was  im¬ 
mediately  conveyed  to  the  fladt- 
holder’s  camp ;  but  it  feemed  fo 
incredible  as  not  to  obtain  a  ready 
belief ;  it  was  on  the  contrary  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  flratagem  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  in  order  to  lead  the  troops  into 
an  ambufcade.  An  Englifh  volun¬ 
teer  officer  foon  put  an  end  to  this 
doubt,  by  galloping  himfelf  to 
Utrecht,  and  perfonally  examining 
the  city  and  works.  The  Prince 
and  his  army  then  entered  in  tri¬ 
umph,  the  ftates  of  the  province 
were  reflored  to  their  long  loll  re- 
fidence  in  the  capital,  and  the  city 
foon  recovered  its  priftine  tranquil¬ 
lity. 

Nothing  could  have  given  a  hea¬ 
vier  blow  to  the  republican  caufe 
than  the  lofs  of  this  city  ;  and  the 
weight  and  effeft  were  much  in- 
crcaied  by  the  manner  and  circujn- 


fiances  of  the  lofs.  Utrecht  had 
long  been  confidered  as  the  great 
bulwark  of  the  province  of  Holland, 
and,  next  to  Amlterdam,  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  leat  and  grand  citadel  of  the 
party.  Though  its  old  ramparts 
could  not  be  deemed  fufficient  to 
withfland  the  regular  liege  of  a 
numerous  army,  yet  with  its  nu¬ 
merous  garrifon  and  artillery,  they 
would  have  afforded  good  cover 
for  refilling  the  deiultory  attempts 
of  a  fmall  one ;  and  the  enemy  were 
neither  prepared  for  fieges,  nor 
would  they  have  accorded  with  their 
defigns ;  at  the  fame  time  that  fuch  a 
body  of  flrength  lying  in  their  rear, 
would  have  been  a  great  check  to 
their  progrefs  in  Holland.  But  if 
they  had  even  been  ferioufly  at¬ 
tacked,  and  that  the  defence  only 
lafled  four  or  five  days,  that  fmall 
delay  would  have  been  a  wonderful 
point  gained  in  favour  of  the  party  ; 
for  Amflerdam  would  have  had  time 
to  fhake  off  its  panic,  and  to  have 
adopted  fuch  effedlual  means  of  re- 
fiflance,  as  it  would  not  only  be 
found  very  difficult  to  overcome, 
but  might  have  been  the  means  of 
prolonging  the  war  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  render  it  fubjedl  to  great 
and  unexpected  revolutions,  and  the 
event  perhaps  very  doubtful  on  the 
fide  of  the  invaders. 

The  defertion  of  Utrecht  accord¬ 
ingly  excited  the  mofl  univerfal  dif- 
may  at  Amflerdam,  while  the  fugi¬ 
tives  communicated  their  own  fears 
to  all  places  where  they  fled  for 
fhelter.  The  Rhingrave  of  Salm 
now  experienced  a  fad  reverfe  in 
popular  opinion.  The  eagernefs  of 
party,  without  reafon  or  experience 
to  juflify  its  partiality,  had  attri¬ 
buted  to  hjim  all  the  great  qualities 
of  humanity ;  and  now,  without 
being  heard,  and  without  leifure  for 

enquiry. 
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enquiry,  he  was  universally  con¬ 
demned,  his  name  never  mentioned 
without  execration,  and  charges  of 
cowardice  or  treachery  were  every 
where  laid  againft  him.  He  foon 
found  it  neceffary  to  abandon  Am- 
fterdam  and  the  republic  altogether, 
while  the  place  of  his  retreat  was 
for  a  long  time  totally  unknown  ; 
for  fo  Singular  was  his  fortune, 
or  fo  extroardinary  had  been  his 
conduct,  that  while  he  was  charged 

7  O 

on  one  fide  with  betraying  the  party 
whom  he  ferved,  he  had  rendered 
himfelf  fo  exceedingly,  obnoxious 
to  the  ftadtholder,  and  to  all  his 
foreign  and  domeftic  allies  and 
friends,  that  it  was  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  there  was  a  country  in  Europe 
that  would  have  afforded  him  a  fe- 
cure  afylum. 

We  have  already  feen  the  quick 
progrefs  made  by  the  central,  and 
by  the  left  column  of  the  Pruffian 
army.  That  on  the  right,  com¬ 
manded  by  general  Lottum,  was 
equally  fuccefsful,  but  met  with 
rather  more  refiftance,  and  confe- 
quently  was  engaged  with  fomething 
more  like  adlion.  This  column  having 
entered  the  province  of  Holland  at 
Hilverfum,  a  detachment  under  ma¬ 
jor  gen.  Kalekreuth  was  difpatched 
to  the  right  to  fummon  Naarden,  a 
very  ftrong  place,  lying  at  the  fouth 
end  of  the  Zuyder  fea,  within  13 
miles  of  Amfterdam,  and  which  has 
always  been  confidered  as  one  of  the 
principal  keys  of  the  province.  Col. 
Matha,  the  commander  or  governor, 
difdaining  to  betray  his  truft,  re¬ 
jected  the  lummons,  and  gallantly 
prepared  for  defence.  The  detach¬ 
ment  being  in  no  degree  equal  to 
the  taking  of  the  place,  and  a  fiege 
not  being  intended  if  it  had,  fell  off 
from  Naarden,  and  marched  up  the 
Vecht,  pufhing  on  parties  to  fur- 
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prize  three  of  the  principal  paffage? 
of  that  river,  in  order  to  gain  its 
left  fide.  Two  of  thefe  detachments 
were  fuccefsful  in  gaining  the  paf- 
fages  at  Maarfen  and  Zuylen,  and 
a  lieutenant  crolling  the  river  with 
a  detachment  of  cuiraffiers,  pufhed 
on  at  full  gallop  to  the  fort  and  en¬ 
trenchments  of  Vytermeer,  which 
he  maftered  without  lofs  before  the 
garrifon  could  recollect  thernfelves, 
although  the  fort  was  furrourrded  by 
double  entrenchments,  and  by  two 
ditches  full  of  water. 

While  the  bridges  at  Maarfen  and 
Zuylen  were  repairing,  general  Ka¬ 
lekreuth  had  the  fortune  to  lur- 
prize  and  make  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
Unices  near  Breukel,  by  which  the 
whole  country  might  have  been  laid 
under  water  ;  a  circumllance  which 
ilrongly  fnews  the  terror  and  con- 
fufion  that  then  prevailed  on  the 
other  fide.  And  the  general  having 
received  intelligence  from  capt. 
Kleift,  who  had  been  fent  to  feize 
the  third  paffage  over  the  river  at 
Breukolvn,  that  the  approaches  were 
fo  difficult,  and  the  place  fo  effec¬ 
tually  covered  by  the  artillery  of 
Nieuwerfluys,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  him  to  proceed,  he  immediately 
marched  thither  in  perfon.  The  fort 
at  Nieuwerfluys  was  very  llrong, 
well  covered  with  artillery,  and  the 
approaches  exceedingly  difficult.  The 
Pi  uffian  commander,  however,  feems 
to  have  conducted  them  with  great 
judgment  and  dexterity ;  and,  finding 
that  the  garrifon  was  fupplied  with 
proviiions  from  Amfferdam,  he  found 
means  to  eilabliih  fuch  polls  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  as  entirely 
cut  off  their  fupplies.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumllances  general  Averhoult,  who 
commanded  the  fort,  conceiving 
that  the  whole  country  was  overrun, 
and  nearly  covered  by  Pruffians,  fo 
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that  all  defence  was  ufelefs,  furren- 
dered  the  place  without 
tiring  a  fhot.  Forty  of¬ 
ficers  and  730  foldiers  were  made 
prisoners,  among  whom  were  a  co¬ 
lonel  in  the  French  fervice,  and  36 
cannoniers  of  that  nation.  54  pieces 
of  cannon  were  found  in  the  fort. 

A  party  of  Prufiians  having 
marched  all  night  to  furprize  Wefep, 
loft  their  way  in  the  dark,  and  there¬ 
by  arrived  too  late  to  fucceed  in  the 
defign  ;  their  courage  and  conftant 
fuccefs,  however,  prompted  them  to 
attack  the  place,  though  it  was  then 
broad  day,  and  the  garrifon  were 
alarmed,  and  prepared  for  their  re¬ 
ception.  They  were  accordingly  re- 
pulfed  with  the  lofs  of  fome  men  ; 
and  two  diftinguifhed  lieutenants, 
who  commanded  the  detachment, 
were  feverely  wounded. 

Kalekreuth  afterwards  pulhed  on 
his  approaches  towards  Ouderkerk, 
which  being  within  a  few  miles  of 
Amfterdam,  was  ftrongly  garrifoned, 
and  an  obftinate  defence  intended  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  all  the  celerity 
of  the  Pruffians  (which  was  perhaps 
never  exceeded  in  fervice)  could  not 
prevent  fome  of  the  dykes  being  cut 
through,  by  which  the  country  was 
becoming  daily  more  difficult  and 
dangerous. 

While  Kalekreuth  was  thus  pre¬ 
paring  to  force  his  paffage  to  the 
environs  of  the  capital,  by  the  way 
of  Ouderkerk,  the  duke  of  Bruns¬ 
wick  advanced  with  a  ftronger  force, 
by  the  way  of  Gouda,  Alphen,  and 
Leimuyden,  leaving  the  Haarlem 
Meer  on  his  left,  towards  Amftel- 
veen,  another  village,  which  like 
Ouderkerk  lay  about  five  miles  fhort 
of  Amfterdam,  and  which  was  like- 
wife  ftrongly  entrenched  and  garri¬ 
foned. 

But,  during  thefe  military  tranf- 
Vgl.  XXIX. 


adtions,  an  unexpected  revolution 
had  taken  place  at  the  Hague,  which 
greatly  changed  the  face  of  inter¬ 
nal  affairs  in  the  province  of  PIol- 
land.  We  have  before  feen,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  that  place  were 
in  general  ftrongly  attached  to  the 
perfon  and  interefts  of  the  prince  of 
Orange.  The  governing  party, 
well  aware  of  this  difpofition,  and 
knowing  that  the  officers  and  troops 
who  compofed  the  ordinary  garri- 
fon  were  little  more  to  be  trufted 
than  the  inhabitants,  had  lon<r 
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fince  brought  in  a  ftrong  body  of 
volunteers,  to  rule  the  one,  and  to 
keep  the  other  in  check.  Thefe 
were  ftationed  in  the  center  of  the 
town,  and  had  two  pieces  of  artil¬ 
lery,  in  conftant  readinefs  for  im¬ 
mediate  fervice,  placed  before  their 
main  guard.  Under  the  confterna- 
tion  and  difmay  which  the  deplo¬ 
rable  flight  from  Utrecht,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Prufiians,  and  the  fai¬ 
lure  of  French  fuccours,  all  toge¬ 
ther  excited  on  the  republican  fide, 
it  was  eafily  feen  that  the  volun¬ 
teers  would  not  be  long  able  to 
keep  fo  populous  a  place  in  awe, 
and  feveral  of  the  principal  perfons 
of  that  party  accordingly  retired 
for  fafety  to  Amfterdam. 

This  increafed  the  general  hope 
and  confidence,  but  ftill  fome  im¬ 
mediate  impulfe  was  wanting  to 
bring  the  long-fuppreffed  fpirit  into 
adtion.  This  was  foon  fupplied  by 
the  courage  of  the  Swifs  foldiers, 
who  formerly  compofed  the  ftadt- 
holder’s  ftate  guard.  They  boldly, 
in  the  face  of  the  volunteers,  and 
in  broad  day,  carried  off  their  two 
pieces  of  cannon  in  triumph  through 
the  ftreets,  while  the  populace  de¬ 
corated,  or  rather  covered  the  ar¬ 
tillery  with  orange  ribbons,  the 
very  poffefiion  of  which,  juft  before, 
[£]  would 
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would  have  been  highly  penal ;  and 
the  difplay  have  been  made  at  the 
immediate  rifque  of  life.  This 
ferved  as  a  general  fignal.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  more  inflantaneous 
than  the  effedl.  In  a  few  minutes 
the*  whole  place  difplayed  orange 
colours  in  every  form  and  manner, 
and  no  man  would  be  fafe  who  ven¬ 
tured  abroad  without  one  of  the 
late  prohibited  ribbons,  or  at  lead 
fome  equivalent  fvmhol.  The  re¬ 
publicans  were  difarmed.  The  dates 
of  Holland,  finding  themfelves  un¬ 
able  to  refill  the  torrent,  were  thrown 
into  great  confufion  ;  but  the  mod 
violent  of  them  retiring  to  Amtler- 
dam,  the  remainder,  who  continued 
the  affembly,  immediately  deter¬ 
mined  upon  the  re  duration  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  fent  a  depu¬ 
tation  that  very  evening  to  invite 
his  return. 

This  revolution  at  the  Hague  took 
place  on  the  1 8th  of  September,  be¬ 
ing  only  the  fixth  day  from  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  Prufiian  army  into  the 
province  of  Guelderland;  and  North 
Holland  having  at  the  fame  time 
declared  for  the:  dadtholder,  the 
republican  party  were,  within  about 
a  week,  confined  within  the  nar¬ 
row  compais  of  Amderdam,  and  its 
neighbourhood. 

On  the  following  evening,  the 
dadtholder  arrived  from  Utrecht, 
in  his  way  to  the  Hague,  at  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick’s  head- quarters 
at  Schoonhoven,  where  he  lodged 
in  the  fame  houfe  that  the  princefs 
had  fo  lately  been  confined  in.  No¬ 
thing  could  exceed  the  demonftra- 
tions  of  icy  exhibited  on  the  arrival 
of  this  prince  at  the  Hague,  after  fo 
long  an  abfence,  though  they  were 
perhaps  equalled  a  few  d^ys  after 
on  the  arrival  of  the  princefs. 

The  members  of  the  dates  of 


Holland  who  retired  to  Amderdam, 
held  a  meeting  there,  as  if  they 
had  only  transferred  the  affembly 
from  one  place  to  another ;  but 
their  number  was  fo  inconsiderable, 
confiding  only  of  the  deputies  of 
that  city,  that  they  did  not  attempt 
to  proceed  to  bufinefs.  The  af¬ 
fembly  at  the  Hague  was  penferit  in 
its  reprefentation,  with  the  fingle 
exception  of  the  deputies  from  Am¬ 
derdam.  They  accordingly  pro¬ 
ceeded  without  hefitation  in  restor¬ 
ing  the  dadtholder  to  all  thofe  of¬ 
fices  and  rights  from  which  he  had 
been  fufpended,  and  confequentiy 
annulled  all  the  proceedings  which 
had  been  purfued  againd  him  in 
that  province. 

The  affembly  of  the  dates  of 
Holland  ufed  the  utmod  difpatch  in 
adopting  and  carrying  into  execu¬ 
tion  all  thofe  meafures  which  tend¬ 
ed  (according  to  their  own  words 
in  the  invitation  to  the  dadtholder) 
“  to  the  prefervation  of  the  pro- 
i(  vince,  and  the  re-edablifhment 
“  of  the  tottering  conftitution.” 
Their  invitation  for  the  return  of 
the  princefs  of  Orange  was  in  the 
terms  prefcribed,  and  fubjedted  to 
the  fatisfadlion  demanded  by  the 
king  of  Pruffia.  On  the  day  the 
prince  entered  the  Hague,  they 
iffued  an  edidd,  abolishing  and  for¬ 
bidding  the  affembling  of  all  thofe 
armed  focieties,  which  had  been 
formed  for  the  purpofe  of  fup- 
porting  what  was  called  the  pa¬ 
triotic  caufe.  This  was  immediate¬ 
ly  followed  by  diipatching  an  ex- 
prefs  to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  with 
information  that  the  difputes  be¬ 
tween  the  province  of  Holland  and 
the  dadtholder  were  now  happily 
terminated ;  and  that,  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  gave  occafion  for 
their  application  to  the  king  on 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [51 


the  10th  current,  no  longer  exifted, 
fo  the  fuccours  which  they  then  re- 
quefted  from  his  majefty,  would 
now  be  unneceffavy.  They  like- 
wife  i  fined  an  edidt,  forbidding  all 
attempts  to  inundate  the  country  ; 
and  another,  ftri&Jv  commanding 
the  governors  of  all  towns  and  for- 
trelfes,  to  give  free  admiflion  to  the 
Pruffian  forces. 

All  this  bufmefs  was  tranfacled,  by 
the  ftates  of  Holland,  between  the 
1 8th,  the  day  on  which  the  revolu¬ 
tion  took  place  at  the  Hague,  and 
the  2  2d  of  September.  In  confe- 
quence  of  the  lalt  of  thefe  edicts, 
the  baron  Mdtha  opened  the  gates 
of  the  city  of  Naarden,  on  the  fame 
principle  of  duty  which  had  before 
kept  them  clofed  ;  and  the  ilrong 
fortrefs  of  Wefep  was  given  up  in 
the  fame  manner.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  republican  affemhly  at 
Franeker  in  Friefland,  which  had 
been  very  violent  during  the  trou¬ 
bles,  was  fuddenly  diffolved,  and 
the  republicans,  who  were  very  nu¬ 
merous,  quitted  that  town  in  much 
the  fame  order  that  Utrecht  had 
been  abandoned.  The  provinces 
of  Groningen  and  Overyffel,  now 
gave  up  all  oppofition  to  the  lladt- 
holder  ;  fo  that  the  greatefk  unani¬ 
mity  prevailed  in  the  affembly  of 
the  hates  general,  that  of  the 
ftates  of  Holland,  in  the  council  of 
ftnte,  and  in  all  the  other  great 
departments  of  government.  All 
oppofition  was  now  centered  in  the 
city  of  Amsterdam,  and  its  environs, 
whither  the  molt  active  or  the  moft 
obftinate  of  the  republican  party 
had  fled  from  all  quarters ;  but  the 
republic  was  otherwife  in  a  ftate  of 
perfect  tranquillity. 

On  the  firft  days  after  the  ir¬ 
ruption  of  the  Pruffian  army,  the 
hopes  of  immediate  afliftance  from 


France  were  fo  ftrong,  that,  with  an 
anxious  folicitude,  all  travellers  on 
the  roads  were  eagerly  queftioned, 
whether  they  had  feen  or  heard  of 
the  approach  of  a  French  army? 
but  thefe  hopes  began  now  not  only 
to  fade  away,  but  affairs  feemed  fo 
dcfperate,  and  the  revolution  fo 
complete,  that  it  became  a  doubt 
with  all  confederate  people,  whe¬ 
ther  they  could  be  retrieved  by  any 
afliftance  which  France  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  fpeedily  adminiftering.  On 
the  contraiy,  it  was  evident  that 
a  long  and  doubtful  war,  in  which 
England,  with  the  ftadtholder’s 
party  (which  was  now  the  ftate) 
would  fupport  Pruflia,  muft  be  the 
inevitable  confequence  ;  in  the 
courfe  of  which,  whatever  the  final 
event  might  be,  the  republic  could 
fcarcely  hope  not  to  be  irrecovera¬ 
bly  ruined. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  this  ap¬ 
parent  ftate  of  things,  and  thefe 
obvious  confequences,  the  repub¬ 
lican  party  at  Amfterdam,  (having 
now  recovered  in  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  from  that  overwhelming  panic, 
into  which  the  unequalled  celerity 
of  the  Pruffian  forces,  and  the  ad¬ 
mirable  difpofitions  made  by  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick  had  thrown 
them)  made  every  preparation  for 
the  moft  deiperate  refiftance.  The 
furrounding  country  was  laid  under 
water  ;  ftrong  batteries  every  where 
eredled  ;  all  thole  polls  capable  of 
commanding  the  roads  leading  into 
the  town  entrenched  and  fortified  ; 
and  the  citizens  declared  they  would 
hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity. 

We  have  already  feen  that  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick  was  carrying  on 
his  approaches  for  the  attack  of 
Amftelveen,  as  general  Kalekreuth 
was  againft  Ouderkerk,  two  fortified 
villages  and  important  polls  lying 
2  within 
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within  four  or  five  miles  of  Amfter¬ 
dam.  In  this  crifis  of  danger,  a 
deputation  arrived  from  the  regency 
of  Amfterdam,  requir¬ 
ing  a  ceilaticn  of  hofti- 
lities  from  the  duke,  until  the 
terms  of  accommodation,  which 
they  were  impowered  by  their  conili- 
tuents  to  offer,  fhould  be  conft- 
dered.  A  Ihort,  truce  was  accord¬ 
ingly  granted,  and  the  bufinefs 
of  negociation  transferred  to  the 
Hague. 

The  Amfterdam  commiffioners 
were  inftrudled  to  demand,  what 
reafons  induced  the  duke  to  threaten 
their  city,  feeing  they  had  given 
no  offence  to  his  Pruffian  majeffy  ? 
that  if  it  was  on  account  of  ob- 
ftrudling  the  journey  of  the  princefs 
of  Orange,  there  were  weighty  rea¬ 
fons  for  that  meafure,  of  which  the 
venerable  council  would  be  ready  to 
give  his  highnefs  a  fuitable  expla¬ 
nation — That  the  city  therefore  ex- 
pedls  he  will  forbear  to  make  any 
attack  on  its  territory,  which  has 
already  fuffered  too  much  by  the 
inundation,  although  hitherto  only 
partial — That  if  he  fhould  perfe- 
vere  in  this  intended  hoftility,  not 
only  much  blood  would  be  fpilt, 
but  that  city  being  expofed  to 
pillage  and  daughter,  the  com¬ 
mercial  intereffs  of  Europe  would 
thereby  be  fo  deeply  affedted,  that 
not  only  the  fubjecls  of  the  re¬ 
public,  but  tliofe  of  his  Pruffian 
majeffy,  and  of  till  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  ftates,  would  be  involved  in  the 
general  ruin — And  lafily,  that  the 
regency  have  delegated  this  folemn 
commiffion  to  the  duke  of  Brunf- 
wick,  that  his  ferene  highnefs  might 
lay  thofe  fincere  overtures  before 
bis  Pruffian  majeffy,  that  his  dif- 
pleafure  might  be  done  away,  and 
that  he  might  receive  in  good  part 
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thofe  teftimonies  of  high  effeem 
which  the  regency  were  ever  de- 
firous  of  preferving  for  his  ma* 
jefty- 

The  purport  of  the  prince’s  an- 
fwer  was,  That  the  fatisfadlion 
which  the  king  demanded,  and  in¬ 
filled  on  as  his  right,  had  been  fully 
announced,  and  the  terms  fpecified, 
in  the  laft  memorial  prefented  by 
the  baron  Thulemeyer — That  the 
ftates,  and  all  the  other  members  of 
the  province,  were  ready  to  give 
this  fatisfadlion,  and  expected  their 
concurrence. —  That  the  moment 
they  have  confented,  by  their  de¬ 
puties,  to  thofe  terms,  he  fhould 
confider  his  commiffion  as  termi¬ 
nated  ;  and  that  the  king’s  troops 
fhould  immediately  quit  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  their  town — That  they 
knew  too  well  the  fentiments  of  the 
princefs  of  Orange,  to  entertain  any 
doubt  that  ffie  would  not  pafs  over 
many  things,  rather  than  their  town 
fhould  be  expofed  to  inconvenience 
or  danger. 

After  the  return  of  the  commif¬ 
fioners,  the  town  council  of  Amfter¬ 
dam  fent  two  of  their  number  to 
make  propofals  of  a  particular  fatif- 
faclion,  which:  they  were  willing  to 
make  to  the  princefs  in  perfon  ;  but 
tbefe  not  being  deemed  fatisfadlory, 
ffie  returned  them  a  note,  in  which 
ffie  offered,  ffie  faid,  with  pleafure, 
to  engage  the  king  her  brother  to 
deffft  from  every  point  of  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  to  withdraw  his  troops,  as 
foon  as  the  fincerity  of  their  pro- 
feffions  was  confirmed  bv  the  town 

J 

of  Amfterdam,  in  acting  in  concert 
with  the  other  members  of  the  af- 
fembly  of  the  ftates,  and  in  acceding 
to  all  thofe  refolutions  which  had  al¬ 
ready  been  paffed  for  the  re-efta- 
bliffiment  of  public  affairs  ;  that  ffie 
would  have  been  very  unwilling  to 

accept 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [5 


accept  the  invitation  of  the  Hates  of 
Holland  in  coming  to  the  Hague, 
had  it  not  been  joined  with  the  af- 
furance  that  the  prince  her  hufband 
fhould  be  reftored  to  all  his  rights  ; 
and  that  for  the  fecurity  of  this  pur- 
pofe  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary,  that 
thofe  perfons  who  had  been  the  au¬ 
thors  and  inftigators  of  the  diforders 
which  had  reduced  the  city  of  Am¬ 
fterdam  to  its  prefent  deplorable 
fituation,  fliould  be  difmified  from 
their  refpeCtive  ftations,  and  there¬ 
by  rendered  incapable  of  exciting 
new  troubles. 

The  city  of  Amfterdam,  through 
its  peculiarly  inacceffible  filiation, 
its  artificial  ftrength,  with  the  cou¬ 
rage  and  number  of  its  inhabitants, 
had,  in  the  fevere  wars  of  the  16th 
century,  rifen  fuperior  to  the  defigns 
and  genius  of  Don  John  of  Auftria, 
and  the  duke  of  Parma,  the  greateft 
generals,  and  at  the  head  of  the  beft 
officers  and  troops  then  in  the  world. 
With  equal  fortune,  in  the  1 7th  cen¬ 
tury,  it  fuccefsfully  refitted  the 
mighty  power  of  Lewis  the  four¬ 
teenth,  then  at  its  meridian  height, 
and  baffled  all  the  attempts  of  a 
Luxemburgh  and  a  Conde,  limilar 
generals,  at  the  head  of  fimilar 
troops,  but  with  greater  armies. 
All  attempts  on  it  have  accordingly 
been  long  confidered  as  impractica¬ 
ble  and  vittonary  ;  and  it  has  been 
held,  that  nothing  lefs  than  fuch  a 
froft  as  would  congeal  both  the  fait 
and  the  frefh  waters  of  the  country, 
could  render  it  liable  to  the  ap¬ 
proaches  of  an  enemy  ;  who  mutt 
likewife  have  a  prefcience  of  the 
event,  his  preparations  made,  and 
his  forces  on  the  fpot,  to  profit  of 
the  occafion  ;  while  a  fudden  thaw 
would  not  only  overthrow  the  de- 
fign,  but  poflibly  be  the  means  of 
overwhelming  the  invading  army. 


Befides  the  difficulties  oppofed  by 
a  very  narrow  country,  every  where 
interfered  with  dykes,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  fluices  capable  of  laying 
it  fuddenly  under  water,  it  is  cover¬ 
ed  on  the  eaft  and  north,  and  ttiut 
in  frofn  the  ocean,  by  that  admira¬ 
ble  natural  defence  the  Zuydcr  fea, 
whofe  finds,  fhallows,  and  narrow 
inlets  render  it  impracticable  to  the 
defigns  of  an  enemy,  and  badly  ad¬ 
mit  the  navigation  even  of  their 
own  flat  veffels  conttruCted  for  rhe 
purpofe.  A  long,  irregular,  crooked 
branch  of  the  Zuyder  fea  paffes 
from  eaft  to  the  we  ft  ward,  until  it 
approaches  within  a  few  miles  of 
the  German  or  North  fea,  when  fud¬ 
denly  making  an  angle  to  the  right, 
it  pafies  northward,  and  terminates 
in  the  open  country.  Amfterdam 
lies  on  the  fouth  of  this  inlet,  which 
is  called  they?h,  and  is  not  only  ef¬ 
fectually  covered  by  it  for  feveral 
miles  in  the  oppofite  direction,  but 
it  nearly,  as  we  fhall  fee,  clofcs  up 
the  approaches  to  it  from  the  weft. 
For  the  Haarlem  Meer,  a  lake  about 
16  miles  long,  and  half  as  broad, 
lying  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft  of 
that  city,  the  land  which  feparates 
that  end  of  it  from  the  Ye,  is  in  no 
part  above  three  or  four  miles  over  ; 
but  in  one  place,  called,  from  its 
fituation  on  the  road  to  Haarlem, 
Half  Wegen,  thefe  two  great  bodies 
of  water  aCtually  communicate  ; 
and  here,  by  the  ereCtion  of  flood¬ 
gates  of  an  enormous  ftze,  the  wa¬ 
ters  of  the  Ye  are  prevented  from 
being  difcharged  into  the  Haarlem 
Meer  ;  an  event  which  would  occa¬ 
fion  a  great  part  of  the  province  of 
Holland,  to  the  diftance,of  near  co 
miles,  to  be  overflowed,  as  the  level 
of  the  fea  at  high  water  is  evidently 
above  that  of  the  lake,  and  of  the 
adjoining1  country. 

v>n  The 
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The  only  road  by  land  to  Haar¬ 
lem,  and  the  country  to  the  weft- 
ward,  is  carried  over  thefe  flood¬ 
gates  :  and  it  will  be  eafily  feen, 
that  Half  Wegen,  from  its  fituation, 
is  capable  of  being  rendered  a  poll 
of  great  ftrength,  and  mull  be  of 
the  greateft  importance  with  refpecl 
to  the  fecurity  of  Amfterdam.  No 
pains  were  accordingly  fpared  by 
the  republican  party,  in  order  to  its 
being  fortified  in  the  bell  manner. 
For  this  purpofe  they  committed 
the  place  into  the  hands  of  a  French 
officer  of  fome  diftincfion  ;  who  had 
the  charge  of  conftruCting  thofe 
works  and  batteries  which  he  was 
finally  to  defend.  They  befides 
rendered  the  approaches  on  the 
Haarlem  fide  as  difficult  as  poffible, 
by  deftroyirig  the  bridges,  cutting 
down  trees,  making  deep  ditches  a- 
orofs  the  road,  and  laying  the 
country  under  water  ;  fo  that  all 
accefs  to  Amfterdam  on  that  fide, 
was  held  to  be  utterly  impractica¬ 
ble,  however  bold  or  formidable 
the  enemy. 

j 

The  country  to  the  fouth-weft, 
fouth,  and  fcuth-eaft  of  Amfterdam, 
was  generally  compofed  of  low  rich 
meadows,  furrounded  and  inter¬ 
fered  by  numberlefs  wet  ditches  ; 
and  thefe  meadows  being  lower 
than  the  furface  of  the  adjoining 
waters,  were  eafily  overflowed  by 
breaking  the  dykes  of  the  Amftel, 
the  Veciit,  and  the  Nieuw  Meer. 
Though  thefe  inundations  were  not 
in  general  very  deep,  yet  they 
ferved,  through  the  number  of  un- 
difcoverable  ditches  which  they  con¬ 
cealed,  to  render  the  meadows  to¬ 
tally  impaffable  to  an  army.  In  this 
fituation  of  the  country,  the  only 
poffible  method  of  approaching 
Amfter  lain,  wras  along  the  roads 
that  run  on  the  top  of  the  dykes ; 
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but  even  thefe  feemed  in  a  great 
meafure  impracticable  to  an  army 
that  wTas  to  advance  in  the  face  of 
an  enemy  :  for,  befides  that  the 
water 'was  in  many  places  nearly  on 
a  level  with  the  dykes,  they  wrere 
in  general  fo  narrow,  that  very  few 
men  could  march  a’breaft  ;  and  not 
above  one,  or  at  the  mofl  two  pieces 
of  ordnance,  could  any  where  be 
brought  to  bear  at  one  time  upon 
the  defend ve  batteries. 

Thefe  roads  leading  to  Amfter¬ 
dam  along  the  dykes  were  five  in 
number.  The  moil  northern,  which 
led  from  Naarden  along  the  dyke 
of  the  Zuyder  fea,  paffed  through 
the  fortrefs  of  Muyden,  which  was 
Hill  in  the  hands  of  the  republicans, 
and  lies  about  fix  miles  eaft  of  Am¬ 
fterdam.  The  next  led  from  Wefep 
through  the  Diemerbrug,  a  forti¬ 
fied,  poll  covered  with  batteries,  and 
lying  at  about  three  miles  diftance. 
The  third  led  from  the  fouth-eaft 
by  Abcoude,  and  was  defended  by 
fimilar  works  at  a  place  called  the 
Duyvendregter  Brug.  The  fourth, 
wfliich  runs  nearly  from  fouth  to 
north,  by  the  fide  of  the  Amftel, 
paffed  through  the  ftrongly-fortified 
works  of  Ouderkerk,  where  the 
Amftel  is  joined  by  the  Bullewyck 
and  where  a  junction  of  four  narrow 
dykes,  that  pafs  by  the  fides  of  thefe 
rivers,  was  included  in  one  common 
defence.  The  fifth  and  laft  approach 
to  Amfterdam,  was  that  road  which, 
pairing  from  the  fouth-weft  to  the 
north-eaft,  paffes  by  Leyden  and 
Leymuiden,  and  turning  the  Haar¬ 
lem  Meer,  leaves  it  at  no  great  dif¬ 
tance  on  the  left,  until,  deviating 
farther  to  the  right,  it  paffes  through 
Amftelveen,  which,  as  we  have 
feen,  wras  a  ftrongly  fortifie  d  village 
five  or  fix  miles  lhort  of  Amfter¬ 
dam. 


None 
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None  of  thefe  pods  could  be  ap¬ 
proached  by  any  other  means  than 
by  thofe  fingde  ftreight  roads  on  the 
dykes ;  and  they  formed  a  line, 
which  extending  from  Muyden  on 
the  Zuyder  fea,  to  Amftelveen,  and 
HalfWegen,  where  that  fea,  under 
the  name  of  the  Ye,  communicates 
with  the  lake  of  Haarlem,  they  com- 
pofed  nearly  three  parts  of  an  irre¬ 
gular  circle,  from  the  north-eall  to 
the  fo uth- weft,  entirely  enclofing 
and  covering  Amfterdam  on  the 
land  fide,  as  it  was  effe&ually  fe- 
cured  by  the  Ye  to  the  north.  The 
whole  extent  of  this  line  was  above 
feventeen  miles,  the  polls  lying  at 
different  dillances  from  each  other, 
as  well  as  from  that  city  ;  the  neareft 
being  within  three  miles,  and  the 
fartheft  about  fix.  They  were  all 
fortified  under  the  directions  of  the 
moft  able  French  engineers  that 
could  be  procured  ;  were  abundant¬ 
ly  fupplied  with  artillery,  and  with 
French  artillery  men  ;  and  thofe 
that  feemed  moft  liable  to  attack, 
were  fully  garrifoned  with  the  bell 
troops  of  Holland.  They  had  all 
likewife  an  uninterrupted  commu¬ 
nication  with  Amfterdam,  from 
which  they  could  derive  every  kind 
of  fupply,  and  every  degree  of  fuc- 
cour,  and  to  which,  in  the  worft 
cafe,  they  could  make  a  fecure  re¬ 
treat.  At  the  fame  time,  to  cover 
the  city  equally  on  the  fea  fide,  a 
number  of  light  armed  veffels  were 
llationed  on  the  Zuyder  fea,  to  guard 
againft  any  attempt  which  the 
Prufiians  might  make  by  an  em¬ 
barkation  from  Naarden. 

Such  were  the  unufual  and  ardu¬ 
ous  difficulties  which  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick  had  to  encounter  in  his 
approaches  to  the  city  of  Amfter¬ 
dam  ;  difficulties,  which,  it  may  be 
eafily  feen,  would  require  all  the 
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united  force  of  an  exalted  genius, 
and  of  the  moft  confummate  military 
Ikill  and  ability  to  be  lurmounted. 

As  the  Amfterdammers  were 
more  apprehenfive  of  the  Prufiians 
making  an  imprelfion  on  the  fide  of 
Amftelveen  than  any  other  of  the 
polls,  from  the  approaches  not  ap¬ 
pearing  fo  entirely  impracticable, 
they  ul'ed  their  utrnoll  efforts  in  the 
fortifications  and  defences  of  that 
place  ;  which  were  farther  fecured 
by  its  communication  with  the  very 
ftrong  poll  of  Ouderkerk,  to  which 
it  was  connected  by  a  crofs  dyke, 
that  afforded  means  of  mutual 
fuccour,  and  in  fome  fort  of  a  com¬ 
mon  defence.  In  thefe  circumllances, 
and  under  the  cover  of  fuch  feem- 
ingly  impaffable  barriers,  we  are  not 
to  confider  as  the  effect  of  an  un¬ 
founded  and  blind  fecurity,  the  con¬ 
fidence  with  which  the  city  of  Am- 
llerdam  fet  that  power  at  defiance, 
to  which  the  reft  of  the  province 
had  in  fo  few  days,  and  with  fuch 
little  refillance,  fubinitted.  Nor 
were  they  without  motives  upon 
this  occafion  for  running  fome  con- 
fiderable  rifque,  if  the  danger  had 
even  been  greater.  For  notwith- 
ftanding  the  grievous  difappointment 
which  they  had  hitherto  experienced 
through  the  unwilling  llacknefs  of 
France,  yet  they  could  not  be  with¬ 
out  hopes  that  a  long  defence,  and 
confequent  protraction  of  the  war, 
would  ahnoll  force  that  power 
to  fulfil  her  engagements,  and  take 
an  active  part  in  their  favour.  And 
indeed,  the  probability  was  eafily 
feen,  that  a  long  con  tell  might 
draw  on  the  interference  of  other 
powers,  and  kindle  fuch  a  flame 
as  could  terminate  in  nothing  lefs 
than  a  general  war. 

It  can  fcaicely  pals  unohferved,  by 
thofe  who  know  the  nature  of  the 
[D]  4  country, 
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country,  that  Amfterdam  upon  this 
occafion  palled'  over  one  fource  of 
defence,  which  would  have  effectually 
fecured  them  from  the  immediate 
defigns  of  their  enemy.  This  was 
no  other  than  the  rendering  the  in¬ 
undation  perfedl  ;  for,  by  letting  the 
waters  of  the  Ye  flow  into  the  Haar¬ 
lem  lake  at  Half  Wegen,  the  dykes 
as  well  as  the  fields  would  have 
been  laid  under  water  in  fucli  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  to  render  all  approach  to  the 
city  impofiible.  But  as  this  was  the 
laft,  ,fo  would  it  have  been  a  mod 
defperate  refoiirce,  and  fuch  as  could 
fcarcely  be  warranted  by  any  thing 
lefs  than  the  approach  of  fo  barba¬ 
rous  an  enemy,  that  extermination, 
or  maffacre,  were  the  expedted  con- 
fequences  of  his  fuccels.  For  a  very 
great  part  of  the  province  of  Hol¬ 
land  would  not  only  have  been 
ruined  for  the  prefent  by  the  inun¬ 
dation,  but  the  beggary  would  be 
entailed  for  fome  years  upon  the 
people,  through  the  length  of  time, 
and  the  very  great  expence,  which 
a  fecund  recovery  of  the  land  from 
the  dominion  of  the  water  would  oc¬ 
cafion.  Such  a  meafure  would  like- 
wife  exafperate  all  orders  of  the 
people  in  fo  great  a  degree,  both  in 
the  towns,  and  in  the  country,  all 
buffering  feverely  under  the  com¬ 
mon  calamity,  that  the  republican 
party  could  fcarcely  hope  after  to 
exifl  among*  them.  From  thefe 
caufes,  and  from  a  feemingjy  well- 
founded  reliance  on  the  fecurity  af¬ 
forded  by  their  prefent  barrier,  Am- 
fterdam  did  not  yet  refort  to  this  laft 
and  difmal  extremity. 

Nothing  undoubtedly  can  more 
ftrongly  fhew  a  quick  and  accurate 
perception,  thanjfor  the  aifailant  of 
a  flrong  poll,  or  rather  fyllem  of 
fortifications,  as  this  was,  to  difeo- 
yer  at  a  glance,  all  the  advantages 


and  difadvantages  of  the  fituation, 
and  confeqiiently  the  weaker  or 
more  vulnerable  parts  of  the  de¬ 
fence,  however  few,  or  however 
concealed  they  may  be.  The  effedt 
of  thefe  qualities  is  heightened,  and 
a  luftre  refiedfed  on  them,  by  the  de- 
fedt  which  not  feldom  appears  on  the 
defenfive  fide  ;  where,  notwithftand- 
ing  long  poffeflion  and  full  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  ground,  arid  confequent 
leifure  for  due  confideration  of  all 
its  parts,  fome  points  of  the  de¬ 
fence  are  immeafurably  flrengthened, 
while  others  are  overlooked  or  not 
fufficiently  attended  to  ;  as  if  the 
afiaiknt  was  neceffarily  oblig*ed  to 
make  his  attack  in  that  fpot  which 
the  defender  wiflied.  This  obferva- 
tion  is  fully  exemplified  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  inftance  ;  for,  while  all  the 
other  approaches  were  fortified  and 
guarded  as  wre  have  feen,  the  lake 
of  Haarlem  was  left  open  ;  nor  was 
the  obvious  danger  from  that  quar¬ 
ter  fo  much  as  thought  of,  until  it 
was  too  late  to  be  remedied. 

The  negotiation  being  broken 
off,  arid  the  truce  expiring  on  the 
30th  of  September  in  the  evening, 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  fully  fen- 
fible  of  the  great  importance  of  ra¬ 
pid  adlion  in  military  affairs,  took 
his  meafures  for  an  attack  on  the 
enemies  barrier  early  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  in  order  to  render 
the  alarm  and  confternation  gene¬ 
ral  and  effedtive,  lie  not  only  order¬ 
ed  all  the  polls  to  be  attacked  at 
the  lame  inftarit,  but  that  each 
fhould  he  attacked  in  every  quarter 
that  it  was  pofiihle  to  be  approach¬ 
ed.  For  this  purpofe,  three  different 
attacks  were  dire  fled  a  gain  11  Am- 
ftelveen,  four  againft  the  works  of 
Ouderkerk,  one  on  the  Duyvend- 
regter  Brug,  one  on  Diemerbrug, 
one  on  Muyden,  and  the  laft  on 

Half 
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Half  Wegen.  Some  of  thefe  were 
evidently  feints,  as  the  nature  of 
the  dykes  either  rendered  them  ab- 
folutely  impracticable,  or  the  polls 
were  not  of  fufficient  value  to  juftify 
the  lofs  of  blood  which  their  acqui- 
fition  mull  occafion. 

The  Pruffi an  forces  were  llation- 
ed,  previous  to  the  attack,  in  the 
villages  of  Aelfmeer,  KuderHeert, 
Vithorne,  Abcoude,  andthe  town  of 
Wefep,  forming  a  femicircle  which 
encloled  the  barrier  from  the  lake 
of  Haarlem  on  the  fouth-well,  to 
Wefep  on  the  fouth-eall ;  the  latter 
lying  on  the  Yecht,  being  fcarcely 
three  miles  in  a  direCt  line,  though 
much  farther  by  following  the  wind¬ 
ings  of  the  river,  fhort  of  Muyden, 
which  is  lituated  at  its  mouth  on  the 
Zuyder  fea. 

The  great  objeCts  of  the  duke  in 
thefe  various  attacks  were  two,  the 
tirft  and  principal,  to  gain  pofTefTion 
of  Amllelveen,  and  of  the  great 
road  that  led  from  it  direclly  to 
Amllerdam  ;  the  fecond,  and  fcarce¬ 
ly  of  lefs  importance,  was  to  gain 
the  llrong  poll  of  Half  Wegen  ; 
which  we  have  already  feen  could 
not  be  attacked  with  any  profpedt 
of  fuccefs  on  the  well  or  Haarlem 
fide.  The  diligence  and  genius  of 
the  duke,  did  not  fuller  the  means 
to  efcape  him  of  evading  this  dif¬ 
ficulty.  He  had  accordingly  taken 
care  to  provide,  without  notice  a 
number  of  flat  boats  at  Aalfmeer, 
in  which  an  able  officer,  with  about 
feven  hundred  men,  embarked  early 
on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  who  having  made  their  paf- 
fage  through  the  qiart  of  the  lake 
intended,  landed  foon  after  one  in  the 
morning  near  the  village  of  Slooten, 
which  lies  to  the  fouth-eall  of  Half 
Wegen  :  and  proceeding  with  great 
filence  through  that,  and  another 


called  Oolldorp,  the  detachment  ar¬ 
rived,  before  day-light,  on  the  Am- 
Iterdam  road,  in  the  rear  of  the  gar- 
rifon. 

Nor  was  a  lefs  provident  fore¬ 
fight  difplayed  with  refpeCt  to  Am¬ 
llelveen,  which  was  fo  effectually  fe- 
cured  in  front,  that  any  attempt  in 
that  part  would  have  been  at  leall  as 
fruitlefs  asut  Half  Wegen,  while  the 
difficulty  of  approach  to  a  vulnerable 
part  was  much  greater.  The  Haar¬ 
lem  Meer  was  likewife  to  afford,  the 
means  of  obviating  this  difficulty  ; 
but  to  attain  this  purpofe  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  previoufly  well  inform¬ 
ed  of  its  parts  of  the  navigation 
dole  to  the  coall  in  the  points  where 
a  dangerous  experiment  was  intend¬ 
ed,  and  above  all  to  obtain  a  perfecl 
knowledge  of  the  fituation  andnature 
of  the  ground  lying  at  the  back  of 
Amllelveen,  and  in  the  way  to  the 
capital.  A  Britifh  volunteer  officel* 
had  the  honour  of  nobly  undertak¬ 
ing  and  fuccefsfally  executing  this 
very  hazardous  and  important  fer- 
vice.  He  explored,  in  an  open  boat, 
every  neceffary  part  of  the  lake, 
palling  under  feveral  cl  the  enemy’s 
batteries,  and  particularly  examined 
a  long  narrow  branch  or  bay  of  it. 
called  the  Nieuw  Meer,  which  Unk¬ 
ing  off  to  the  right,  terminates  at  a 
great  bleach  ground  called  Lelie, 
about  three  miles  to  the  back  of 
Amllelveen.  Having  landed  in  dif¬ 
ferent  places,  and  marked  every 
peculiarity  of  fituation  and  ground, 
he  returned  in  fafety  to  the  duke, 
with  every  degree  of  information 
that  a  general  could  wifli  for  ;  ad¬ 
ding  his  private  opinion,  that  the 
enterprize  was  difficult,  but  not  im¬ 
practicable. 

A  fimilar  detachment  to  that  de- 
ftined  againll  Half  Wegen,  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  embarked  in  flat  boats  at 
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Aalfmeer,  and  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  embarkation,  and  direction  of 
the  enterprize  by  water,  confided  to 
the  officer  who  made  the  obferva- 
tions;  and  who  juftified  the  confi¬ 
dence  repofed  in  him  fo  well,  upon 
this  new  element,  that  not  a  boat 
was  overturned,  nor  a  fingle  man 
drowned  by  any  accident  :  as  foon 
as  the  troops  were  landed  his  com¬ 
mand  expired,  and  he  returned  to 
his  former  ftate  of  a  mere  volun¬ 
teer.  This  detachment  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  at  Lelie  until  near  five  o’clock, 
which  was  the  hour  of  general  at¬ 
tack,  and  were  icarcely  cleared  from 
the  boats  when  they  heard  the 
three  guns  fired  by  the  duke,  and 
the  fame  number  returned  from 
each  of  the  ether  polls,  which  was 
the  fignal  for  immediate  aCtion,  and 
followed  by  an  univerfal  cannonading 
on  all  Ikies.  This  redoubled  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  the  detachment,  whofe  firft 
object  being  to  gain  pofieffion  of 
the  great  road  from  Amfterdam, 
had  llill  confiderable  difficulties  to 
encounter  from  the  inundations,  and 
the  number  of  deep  ditches  in  their 
way  :  but  the  foldiers  were  fo  im¬ 
petuous  in  their  exertions  that  thefe 
were  foon  furmounted. 

The  duke  was  fo  apprehenfive  of 
the  event  of  this  enterprise,  that, 
in  order  partly  to  fecond  it,  and 
partly,  in  cafe  of  its  failure,  that 
fome  diverfion  might  notwithftand- 
ing  be  made  at  the  back  of  Amftel- 
veen,  he  ordered  two  companies  of 
infantry  to  make  their  way,  under 
the  cover  of  the  night,  along  a  nar¬ 
row  footway  which  led  clofe  by  the 
edge  of  the'  lake,  until  they  gained  a 
crofs  dyke,  by  which  they  might  pafs 
by  Karnemelk’s  Gat  round  the  end 
of  the  bav  which  we  have  mentioned. 
This  party,  after  furmounting  num- 
berlefs  difficulties  from  the  inunda¬ 


tions  and  ditches,  were  like  wife  at 
length  fuccefsful,  and  either  met  or 
joined  the  former  detachment  on 
the  Amflerdam  road. 

We  have  already  feen  that  the 
firft  detachment  had  penetrate.^  to 
the  back,  or  the  Amfterdam  fide  of 
Half  Wegen.  Thefe  loft  no  time, 
but  rulhing  direCtly  on  the  enemy’s 
works  where  they  were  open  be¬ 
hind,  and  no  attack  expe6led,  made 
the  French  commander  and  moft 
of  his  garrifon  prifoners,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  had  pofieffion  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  and  Unices  of  the  adjoining 
villages  of  Half  Wegen  and  Swan- 
nenbourg,  without  thelofs  of  a  man. 
This  fuccefs  alone,  if  every  other 
attack  had  failed,  would  have  laid 
the  capital  fufficiently  open  on  the 
weftern  fide. 

The  officer  who  commanded  the 
detachment  in  the  rear  of  Amftel- 
veen,  divided  it  in  two  parts,  polling 
one  on  the  road  from  Amfterdam, 
to  reprefs  any  fally  made  from  that 
city,  and  advancing  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  other  to  attack  the  ene¬ 
my’s  works.  Thefe  were  well  for¬ 
tified  in  the  rear  as  well  as  the  front  ; 
but  the  impetuofity  of  the  Pruffian 
troops  was  fo  refiftlefs  that  they 
foon  drove  the  enemy  from  a  ftrong 
battery  and  feven  traverfers  which 
lay  in  their  way,  and  being  arrived 
near  the  end  of  the  village  halted 
at  the  lall  traverfe. 

The  duke  had  referved  to  him¬ 
felf  the  conduct  of  the  grand  and 
very  dangerous  attack  upon  Am- 
ftelveen  in  front ;  which  the  enemy 
had  omitted  neither  pains  or  judg¬ 
ment  in  the  preparation,  nor  valour 
in  the  defence,  to  render  im¬ 
practicable  ;  nor  would  the  attempt 
have  been  confiftent  with  prudence, 
if  it  bad  not  been  for  the  reliance 
which  he  placed  on  the  co-operation 
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of  the  detachment  in  the  rear.  At 
one  in  the  morning  he  advanced,  at 
the  head  of  the  battalion  of  Droll, 
preceded  by  200  difmounted  huflars, 
and  80  chaffeurs,  along  a  narrow 
dyke,  enclofed  by  very  deep  ditches 
full  of  water  ;  having  with  him  two 
iix  pounders,  and  four  howitzers. 
The  regiment  of  Waldeck  was  or¬ 
dered  to  follow  at  a  given,  but  not 
near  time,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
diforder  and  confufion,  which  the 
darknefs,  and  the  narrownefs  of  the 
pafiage,  might  otherwife  be  liable  to 
occalion. 

At  half  after  two  o’clock  the 
duke  arrived  at  the  Noordammer 
bridge,  which  the  enemy  had 
broken  down,  but  was  l'peedily 
repaired,  and  covered  with  llraw, 
that  the  foldiers  might  pafs  it  with¬ 
out  noife.  They  then  marched  to 
the  hamlet  of  Hond  van  Leyden, 
which  lay  about  1200  yards  fhort 
of  Amltelveen,  and  was  polfelTed  by 
the  enemy  ;  but  they  were  foon  dif- 
lodged  by  the  bride  attack  of  the 
chaffeurs.  At  this  village  the  duke 
made  his  preparations  for  the  at¬ 
tack  on  Amllelveen,  while  the  gre¬ 
nadiers  and  light  troops  were  clear¬ 
ing  the  dyke  of  the  trees  which  the 
enemy  had  laid  acrofs  it.  An  en¬ 
trenchment,  which  lay  about  four 
hundred  yards  in  the  front  of  the 
village,  was  now  the  firfl  object  of 
attack,  and  though  it  was  furroundcd 
by  a  ditch  full  of  water,  and  palli- 
faded,  it  was  carried  at  the  firlt 
onfet. 

Day  now  beginning  to  break,  the 
duke  perceived  that  the  enemy  had 
a  much  ftronger  entrenchment  than 
that  he  had  juft  taken,  in  the  way  to 
Amllelveen.  This  work  had  before 
it  a  double  ditch  full  of  water,  was 
defended  by  chevaux  de  frife,  and 
was  fo  Ikilfully  conftrucled,  that  its 
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artillery  bore  upon  the  dyke  both  to 
the  right  and  left  of  the  draw¬ 
bridge.  This  determined  the  duke 
to  halt  in  the  entrenchment  he  had 
newly  acquired,  while  the  chaffeurs 
and  grenadiers  were  employed,  un¬ 
der  the  cover  of  fome  hay-llacks,  to 
endeavour  to  throw  a  bridge  over 
the  ditch  of  the  entrenchment.  In 
the  mean  time  a  moll  fevere  lire 
was  kept  up  by  the  enemy,  in  al- 
moft  every  direction,  from  their  dif¬ 
ferent  batteries,  while  the  duke 
could  only  bring  one  howitzer  to 
bear  with  effect,  from  the  dyke 
upon  their  works.  To  fupply  this 
defe£l,  as  much  as  it  could  be  done, 
he  ordered  a  battery  to  be  thrown 
up  at  Hond  van  Leyden,  with  a  view 
of  enfilading  the  entrenchments  of 
the  enemy.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
hay-ftacks  being  foon  fet  on  fire  and 
burnt  by  the  enemy,  the  light  troops 
and  grenadiers  were  left  entirely 
expofed,  and  the  duke  feeing  their 
perilous  fituation,  immediately  fent 
orders  for  their  retiring  to  the  ham¬ 
let  ;  he  continuing  himfelf,  with 
only  the  battalion  of  Droll,  and  a 
fingle  howitzer,  to  maintain  the 
new  poll,  and  endeavour  to  annoy 
the  enemy.  In  this  very  critical 
fituation,  expofed,  with  very  little 
cover,  to  a  heavy  and  moll  fevere 
fire,  and  to  the  fame  common  dan¬ 
ger  with  the  troops  he  commanded, 
the  duke  was  deftined  with  his  party 
to  Hand  inactive,  as  a  mark  to  be 
Ihot  at,  for  between  four  and  five 
hours,  while  every  eye  was  anxi- 
oufty  directed  to  Amllelveen,  every 
moment  cxpedling  the  co-operation 
of  the  party  in  the  rear. 

Some  explanation,  fuch  as  we 
have  been  able  to  obtain  (for  no 
enquiry  -was  inftituted  or  cenfure 
palTed)  becomes  neceft’ary  to  ac¬ 
count  for  this  failure  or  delay.  It 

cannot 


I 


60]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1787. 


Cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  the  officer 
who  attacked  and  carried  a  ftrong 
battery  and  feven  trayerfes  with 
inch  gallantry,  fhould  then  have 
fuddenly  halted  at  the  back  of  the 
village  through  any  defefl  of  fpirit. 
It  Is  faid  to  have  proceeded,  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  did,  from  fonie  mifappre- 
henfion  of,  or  perhaps  too  rigid 
an  adherence  to,  the  cautious  in- 
ftrudtions  given  by  the  duke,  to 
shard  again  11  the  mutual  mifchief 
which  the  crofs  bring  of  the  troops 
might  occafion,  had  they  entered 
the  village  at  each  end,  and  at  the 
fame  precife  point  of  time.  It  is  to 
Be  remembered,  that  neither  the  af- 
failants  in  the  front  or  in  the  rear 
could  pollibly  know  any  thing  of 
each  other’s  fit  nation,  more  than 
what  they  might  furmife  from  the 
di dance  or  continuance  of  the  firing  ; 
and  that  the  noife  occafioned  by  fo 
many  attacks,  and  fo  general  a  can¬ 
nonade,  mult  have  rendered  that 
fource  of  information  confufed  and 
doubtful. 

The  officer  who  had  led  the  two 
companies  along  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  happened  to  he  polled  with 
his  men  clofe  to  Amftelveen,  and 
growing  impatient  at  the  length  of 
time  that  the  attack  continued 
without  effedl  in  the  front,  deter¬ 
mined  to  ufe  that  difcretional  li¬ 
cence,  which  great  and  hidden  occa- 
fions  mull  j ullify  even  in  military  af¬ 
fairs.  He  boldly  attacked  and  ra¬ 
pidly  forced  his  way  into  the  village  ; 
threw  the  enemy  into  fuch  confufion 
that  they  every  where  abandoned 

J  J 

their  batteries,  and  he  was  in  a  few 
minutes  mailer  of  the  place.  It 
happened  that  the  volunteer  who 
conducted  the  detachment  over  the 
lake  was  of  this  party,  and  had  the 
fortune  to  he  the  firlt  who  palfed 
thiough  Amftelveen,  and  who  con¬ 


veyed  the  welcome  intelligence  to 
the  duke  that  the  place  was  car¬ 
ried. 

The  duke  then  immediately  feized 
the  ftrong  poll  which  had  hitherto 
retarded  his  progrefs,  and,  having 
joined  the  two  companies,  the  ene¬ 
my  in  their  flight  to  Ouderkerk 
were  cannonaded  from  their  own 
batteries.  Above  three  hundred  pri- 
foners  were  however  taken.  As  the 
fate  of  Amllerdam  was  now  decid¬ 
ed,  the  duke  immediately  called  off 
the  affailants  from  the  other  attacks. 
The  Pruffian  artillery  upon  the  fpot 
were  not  fufficiently  weighty  to 
make  any  effectual  imprelfion  on 
the  ftrong  works  of  Ouderkerk,  and 
they  were  fo  entirely' mrrounded  by 
the  river  Amltel  and  the  other  deep 
waters,  as  not  immediately  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  clofe  affault.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  abandoned  by  the  garrifon  in 
the  evening,  and  their  vigilant  ene¬ 
my  loft  no  time  in  taking  poffeffion 
of  it.  None  of  the  other  attacks 
fucceeded,  nor  was  it  expected  they 
would.  Upon  the  whole,  the  va¬ 
lour  which  the  enemy  now  exhibited 
m  the  defence  of  their  works,  al¬ 
though  it  failed  of  the  effefl  pro- 
pofed,  afforded  a  full  demonllration 
of  the  great  expence  of  time,  labour, 
and  blood,  which  the  rapid  move¬ 
ments  of  the  Pruffian  forces  faved, 
by  turning,  through  their  unequalled 
celerity,  to  the  greatell  poffible  ac¬ 
count,  that  panic  which  at  ti r  11  fo 
univerfally  prevailed.  And  even  at 
the  lafc,  when  Amllerdam  alone  was 
left  to  fuftain  the  whole  weight  of 
the  war,  if  their  leaders  had  not 
blindly  overlooked  the  lake  of 
Haarlem,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
took  fo  much  pains  to  lliut  up  all 
the  other  approaches,  its  ilfue  might 
have  been  long  doubtful.  It  is  faid, 
that  the  commander  of  Amftelveen 

informed 
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informed  them,  on  the  day  preceding 
the  attack,  that  he  was  apprehen- 
five  of  no  danger  from  any  other 
quarter,  and  that  they  had  intended 
to  fend  a  fufficient  armament  to  fe- 
cure  the  paffage  of  the  lake,  upon 
that  very  day  on  which  all  was 
over. 

The  Pruffians  do  not  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  more  than  fomething 
about  150  foldiers  and  four  officers 
were  killed  in  all  thefe  attacks,  and 
a  rather  greater  number  feverely 
wounded.  Nor  could  the  daughter 
have  been  very  Confiderable  on  the 
other  fide.  It  does  great  honour 
to  Amfterdam,  that  uotwithftand- 
ing  the  animofity  and  rage  which 
then  prevailed,  the  Pruffian  wound¬ 
ed  foldiers,  which  were  brought  in 
from  the  different  works,  were  all 
treated  with  the  utmoft  care,  hu¬ 
manity,  and  tendernefs  ;  and  they 
were  fo  ieniible  of  this  kind  and 
hofpitable  treatment,  that  they  re¬ 
filled  money  from  their  vifitors,  leff 
it  ffiould  be  deemed  any  detraction 
from  that  general  bounty  which  left 
them  nothing  to  want.  Though 
this  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  admi¬ 
rable  inftitutions  of  that  great  com¬ 
mercial  city,  which  have  left  no  de¬ 
gree  of  human  mifery  unprovided 
for,  yet  fome  praife  is  due  to  thofe 
by  whom,  in  the  prefent  heat  and 
violence  of  temper,  thofe  inffitutions 
were  reforted  to. 

All  the  other  out-pofts,  finding 
that  the  Pruffian  forces  were  ap¬ 
proached  fo  clofely  to  Amfterdam 
as  to  cut  off  their  communication 
with  it,  and  thinking  all  refiftance 
fruitlefs,  were  fhortly  given  up  with¬ 
out  firing  a  fhot.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  magiftrates  of  that  city,  in  order 
to  conceal  the  real  ftate  of  affairs 
from  the  people,  took  advantage  of 
the  Pruflians  being  foiled  or  re- 


pulfed  in  feveral  of  the  attacks,  to 
boaft  of  a  victory.  But  they  were 
fo  fenfible  themfeives  of  the  danger 
cf  their  fituaticn,  that  they  fent  de¬ 
puties  on  the  next  morning  to  the 
duke  to  deiire  a  ceffation  of  arms, 
in  order  to  afford  time  for  fettling 
the  terms  cf  capitulation.  This 
propofal  was  immediately  acceded  to 
by  the  duke  ;  but,  to  guard  again!! 
the  inftability  of  their  councils,  and 
the  violences  of  a  numerous  and 
heated  populace,  he  made  his  ap-» 
proaches  clofe  to  the  city,  on  that 
fide  where  the  lontr  fuburb  of  Over- 

O 

toom  flretches  into  the  country 
from  the  Leyden  Gate,  for  more 
than  a  mile  to  the  fouth-weft.  An 
elevated  ground  on  the  left  of  this 
fuburb,  afforded  a  convenient  place 
for  the  erection  of  batteries,  from 
whence,  if  the  neceffity  of  affairs 
ffiould  require  fo  deftru&ive  a  mea- 
fure,  that  great  city  would  in  eveiy 
part  be  fubje&ed  to  a  bombard¬ 
ment. 

It  foon  appeared  that  the  duke’s 
precautions  were  not  unneceffary, 
and  that  the  impreffions  of  terror 
foon  weaken  by  time,  and  ftiii  more 
by  a  familiarity  with  the  objecls 
which  occafioned  them.  The  de¬ 
mands  or  conditions  propefed  by  the 
magiffracy  were  fo  high  as  to  be 
deemed  inadmiffible.  They  demand¬ 
ed  that  the  people  ffiould  be  admitted 
to  a  ffiare  in  the  government  of  Am¬ 
fterdam,  by  allowing  them  to  vote  in 
the  ele&ion  of  magiftrates — That 
they  ffiould  not  be  difarmed — That 
the  magiftrates  in  office  ffiould  not 
be  diiplaced- — That  no  garrilon 
ffiould  enter  the  city — That  no 
orange  ribbons  ffiould  be  worn  in 
it — And,  that  a  general  indemnity 
ffiould  be  granted  to  all  perfons  who. 
had  taken  refuge  in  Amfterdam. — 
It  is  not  eafy  to  preferve  a  ferious 

countenance, 
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countenance,  at  feeing  the  article 
about  orange  ribbons  inferted  in 
thofe  conditions,  on  which  might 
poflibly  have  depended  the  exiftence 
of  one  of  the  greateft  cities  of  the 
world. 


,  ,  In  the  mean  time, 

October  3d.  .  r  A 

J  the  magiitracy  oi  Am- 

fterdam  iflued  a  fort  of  proteft,  un¬ 
der  the  form  of  a  proclamation,  in 
which  they  informed  the  burghers, 
that  they  had  ever  confident  ioufiy 
endeavoured  to  act,  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power,  in  every  meafure,  for 
the  advantage  of  their  country  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  of  that  city  in  particular  ; 
that  neverthelefs,  being  now  preffed 
by  the  impending  danger  that 
threatens  the  total  ruin  of  the  city, 
they  find  themfelves  compelled  by 
neceffity  to  fubmit  to  meafures, 
which,  they  call  God  to  witnefs,  are 
only  extorted  from  them,  left  they 
(liould  at  laft  be  forced  to  yield  to 
demands  ftill  more  ruinous  and  op- 
preffive — That,  lince  they  muft  yield 
up  all,  their  laft  wifh  was  to  be  able 
to  prel'erve  the  internal  peace  of 
that  great  and  populous  city,  the 
welfare  of  which  was  more  precious 
to  them,  not  only  than  the  preferva- 
tion  of  their  refpecftive  property,  and 
the  honourable  employments  they 
held,  but  even  than  their  lives. 
They  therefore  hoped  and  expe&ed, 
that  the  brave  burgeftes,  who  had 
hitherto  a£ted  with  fuch  laudable 
zeal  in  fupport  of  the  public  caufe, 
would  continue  with  the  fame  zeal 


to  maintain  and  infure  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  to  preferve  every 
individual,  of  what  party  foever, 
from  all  violence  and  oppreffion. 
Thefe  fentiments  were  full  of  dig¬ 
nity  and  moderation,  and  fuch  as  be- 
came  men  who  fubmitted  to  necef- 
fity  without  abandoning  the  princi¬ 


ples  of  their  reftftance,  and  without 
referving  a  pretence  to  renew  it.. 

But  the  burghers  not  being  fo  fen- 
fible  of  the  imminent  danger  of  their 
fttuation  as  the  magiftracy,  refufed 
to  comply  with  the  terms  on  which 
they  were  willing  to  give  up  the 
city,  and  would  have  urged  the  duke 
to  the  extremity  of  bombardment, 
if  his  temper  had  been  lefs  eminent 
than  his  valour  and  conduct.  He, 
however,  thought  it  neceftary  to 
feize  the  fuburb  of  Overtoom,  where 
he  fixed  his  head-quarters,  to  pufh 
his  approaches  to  the  very  walls,  to 
furround  the  city  clofely  on  the  land 
fide,  and  to  make  every  preparation 
for  an  aftault. 

Thefe  meafures  fucceeded,  on  the 
6th  of  October,  the  deputies  of 
Amfterdam  having  joined  the  af- 
fembly  of  the  ftates  of  Holland  at 
the  Hague,  and  thereby  rendered 
their  number  complete,  they  aflent- 
ed  to  and  confirmed  all  the'refolu- 
tions  which  had  been  palled  during 
their  abfence,  from  the  1 7th  of 
September,  by  that  body.  This 
was  nearly  conclufive.  The  fatif- 
fa6tion  demanded  by  the  princefs  of 
Orange  was  immediately  decreed, 
and  Hie  fent  a  lift  of  ftxteen  perfons, 
whom  lhe  wifhed  to  be  rendered  in¬ 
capable  of  creating  future  troubles 
in  the  ft  ate,  by  a  deprivation  of 
their  refpeCtive  offices  ;  but  de¬ 
claiming  every  defire  of  their  un¬ 
dergoing  any  other  punilhment  on 
her  account.  In  this  lift  were  in¬ 
cluded  the  principal  and  moft  vio¬ 
lent  leaders  of  the  republican  party  ; 
among  whom  was  the  celebrated 
Van  Berkel,  and  two  other  pen- 
fionaries  of  Amfterdam,  befides 
M.  de  Witt,  magiftrate  of  that  city; 
M.  Van  Gyzalaer,  the  penlionary 
of  Dordrecht ;  the  penfionaries  of 

Haarlem  ; 
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Haarlem  ;  and  the  principal  magif- 
trates  of  Alkmaner,  Woerden,  Gou¬ 
da,  and  fome  other  towns.  The 
dates  of  Holland  likewife  reftored  to 
their  feats  the  depofed  members  of 
the  regency  in  Amiierdam  and  other 
places,  as  well  as  the  legal  officers  of 
the  militia  in  the  former.  Thefe 
changes  were  hardly  borne  by  the 
burghers  and  populace  in  Amfter- 
dam,  and  gave  occalion  to  fome  dii- 
orders  and  riots. 

Amfterdam,  befides  confenting  to 
all  the  refolutions  paffed  by  the 
dates,  was  obliged  to  annul  the 
prohibition  of  orange  ribbons,  and 
to  confent  to  the  difarming  of  all 
perfons  in  the  town  except  the  legal 
militia,  whether  under  the  denomi¬ 
nation  of  patriots,  volunteers,  auxi¬ 
liaries,  or  troops  or  refugees  from 
Utrecht.  This  was  not  only  a 
grievous  mortification,  but  it  became 
a  matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty  in  the 
execution,  to  deprive  of  their  arms 
and  cartridges  fo  great  and  fo  mixed 
a  multitude  ;  nor,  if  the  budnefs 
had  even  been  willingly  undertaken, 
would  it  have  been  eafy  to  find 
them  out  in  the  concealments  which 
fuch  a  city  adbrded.  The  duke  of 
Brunfwick  was  accordingly  more 
than  once  obliged  to  infid  peremp¬ 
torily  upon  the  due  obfervance  of 
this  condition,  and  at  length  to  de¬ 
mand  the  giving  up  of  the  Leyden 
Gate  to  the  Pruffian  troops,  in  order 
that  they  might  facilitate  its  per¬ 
formance. 

This  produced  a  conference  be¬ 
tween  the  duke  and  a  deputation 
from  the  city,  in  which  the  terms  of 
capitulation  were  fettled.  By  thefe, 
only  250  Pruffians,  with  two  pieces 
of  cannon,  were  allowed  to  take 
pofieffion  of  the  Leyden  Gate. 
Two  fquadrons  of  light  horfe  only, 
to  be  quartered  at  Overtoom.  None 


of  the  king’s  troops  to  enter  the 
city  without  the  permiffion  of  the 
magidrates.  That  the  magiftracy 
{ball  guard  and  be  anfwerable  for 
the  lluices  :  that  they  ffiall  give  the 
duke  a  daily  account  of  the  progreis 
made  in  difarming  ;  and  that  a 
Pruffian  commiffioner  lhall  attend 
to  receive  the  arms,  and  fee  that 
the  condition  is  faithfully  complied 
with. 

The  10th  of  Oftober  was  the  fatal 
day,  that  the  haughty  city  of  Am¬ 
fterdam,  which  had  fo  often  given 
the  law  to  other  dates,  and  to  pow¬ 
erful  nations,  was  condemned  to  fur- 
render  its  keys  to  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick,  to  behold  a  foreign  gar- 
rifon  in  pofieffion  of  one  of  its  prin¬ 
cipal  and  maiden  gates,  and  in  effe6i 
maders  of  the  whole.  A  lingular 
dory  is  related  upon  this  occalion, 
and  affirmed  to  be  a  faeff ;  that  when 
the  deputies  had  figned  the  capitu¬ 
lation,  they  made  it  a  requed  to  the 
duke,  that  none  of  the  Englilh  of¬ 
ficers,  who  were  volunteers  in  the 
army,  ffiould  be  allowed  to  be  pre- 
fent  when  the  troops  took  pofieffion 
of  the  gate. 

On  the  day  that  the  Leyden  Gate 
was  delivered  to  the  Pruffians,  great 
riots  took  place  between  the  exaf- 
perated  members  of  the  oppofite 
parties  in  different  parts  of  the  city, 
in  which  fome  blood  was  fhed.  The 
Jews,  who  had  (hewn  the  moft  una¬ 
nimous  and  inviolable  attachment  to 
the  ftadtholder’s  caufe,  were  par¬ 
ticularly  fufferers  upon  this  occa- 
fion.  In  the  mean  time  the  magif- 
tracy  applied  to  the  Hates  of  Hol¬ 
land  for  a  garrifon,  to  anfwer  the 
double  purpofe  of  preferving  or  re- 
ftoring  the  peace  of  the  city,  and  of 
affording  an  opportunity  for  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  Pruffian  troops,  who, 
notwithftanding  the  admirable  or¬ 
der 
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tier  and  difcipline  they  obferved,  were 
exceedingly  terrible  to  a  people,  who, 
belides  their  being  foreigners,  had 
not  been  ufed  to  the  military  appear¬ 
ance  they  exhibited. 

A  regiment  of  Swifs,  the  Orange 
Nalfau  regiment,  with  the  horfe 
guards  from  the  Hague,  and  a  few 
other  troops,  amounting  to  between 
two  and  three  thoufand  men,  was 
the  garrifon  now  allotted  to  Am- 
iterdam.  The  iullen  indignation 
Ihewn  by  the  republican  party,  upon 
the  introduction  of  this  garrifon, 
does  them  no  difcredit.  Confining 
themfelves  to  their  houfes,  they  dif- 
dained  to  look  at  the  marks  of  their 
difgrace  and  the  inflruments  of 
their  fubjeCfion  ;  and,  while  the 
troops  marched  through,  the  ftreets. 


A- 


GISTER,  1787. 

the  very  women  and  children  of  the 
party  reprelfed  that  ftrong  curiofity 
fo  natural  to  both,  by  refraining 
from  going  to  the  windows  to  be¬ 
hold  a  fight  fo  novel  and  fo  dif- 
graceful.  For  a  conquefl  gained 
over  citizens  by  foreign  troops,  is, 
even  to  the  fuccefsful  party,  a  tri¬ 
umph  mixed  with  confiderable  alloy. 
The  meafures  of  calling  in  foreign 
force  to  decide  domeftic  differences, 
if  ever  it  is  to  be  reforted  to,  is 
always  to  be  lamented  ;  fince  the 
vanquifhed  party  are  treated,  not 
as  honourable  enemies,  but  as  cul¬ 
prits,  by  a  power  to  which  they 
are  not  naturally  amenable,  while 
the  conquering  party  muft  partake 
of  the  fervitude  which  it  helps  to 
impofe. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Undijhirlrd  tranquillity  of  Great  Britain  during  the  recefs  of  parliament . 
Treaty  of  commerce  with  France,  figned  igth  September  1786.  Slate  of 
political  parties.  Creation  of  Peers.  King’s  Jpeech  at  the  opening  of  the 
fefjlon.  Addrefifes  voted  unanirnoufily.  Remarks  by  Mr.  Fox  upon  the 
principles  of  the  commercial  treaty.  Mr.  Pitt’s  reply.  Motion  for  taking 
the  treaty  into  confideration ;  objected  to  as  too  hafiy.  Motion  for  delay 
debated ,  and  rejected.  Motion  by  Mr.  Fox  relative  'to  the  fate  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  with  Portugal ;  rejected  without  a  divfiion.  Petition  from  the 
chamber  of  commerce  for  further  time  to  confides  the  tendency  of  the  treaty. 
Houfe  in  a  committee  upon  the  treaty  ;  Mr.  Pitt’s  fpeech  on  that  occajion  ; 
corfii tiers  the  treaty  in  three  points  of  view,  commercial,  financial,  and  po¬ 
litical.  Comparative  vie  w  of  the  produce ,  manufactures ,  and  population 
of  the  two  countries  ;  conclnfions  in  favour  of  Great  Britain.  Anfwers 
to  the  objections  of  the  chamber  of  commerce.  Remarks  on  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht.  I  cadency  of  the  treaty  with  ref  fed  to  revenue ;  the  advantage 
in  favour  of  Great  Britain.  Political  tendency  of  the  treaty.  Abfurd 
prejudices  aufwered.  Caufes  of  the  change  that  had  taken  place  in  the  po¬ 
litical  views  of  France. — Mr.  Fox  replies  to  Mr.  Pitt  ;  contends  for  the 
importance  of  the  political  tendency  of  the  treaty  beyond  any  other  cojfiidera- 
tion.  Relative  political  fituation  gJ'  the  two  countries.  Grounds  of  the 
natural  enmity  fubf filing  between  them .  Improbability  of  any  change  in 

the  defigns  of  France  ;  her  hofilile  views  in  the  prefent  treaty.  Defends 
the  refolutions  of  the  chamber  oj  commerce.  Arfi'wers  Mr.  Pitt’s  arguments 
relative  to  the  revenue.  Moves  that  the  chairman  report  a  progrefs  :  fup - 
ported  by  Mr.  Francis.  Different  lines  of  conduit  of  Lord  Chatham  and 
Mr.  Pitt.  F felts  of  the  treaty  upon  the  navy.  Opinion  of  Mr.  Powys  ; 
of  Mr.  Baring.  Mr.  Fox’s  motidn  rejelied  by  a  large  majority.  Refolu- 
tion  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt  agreed  to.  Committee  fits  again .  Refolution 
moved  to  lower  the  duties  on  French  wines.  Able  fpeech  againjl  the  treaty  by 

Mr.  Flood ;  aufwered  by  Mr.  JVilberforce.  Principles  laid  down  by 
Mr.  JVilberforce  filrongly  condemned  by  Air.  Fox  and  Mr.  Powys .  Opinion 
of  Mr.  Alderman  Watfon.  Treaty  defended  by  Air.  H.  Dundas.  Amend¬ 
ment  moved  by  Mr.  Fox ,  refpeSing  the  duties  on  Portugal  wines ,  rejelied » 
Lajl  effort  of  Mr.  Fox  in  favour  of  the  Al dhuen  treaty  ;  acquiefces  in 
Mr.  Pitt’s  declaration  on  that  fulfill.  Duty  on  brandy ,  on  beer,  on  cot¬ 
tons,  on  glafs  ;  and  debates  thereupon.  Report  of  the  committee.  Con - 
verfition  ref  pelting  the  omiffion  of  Ireland.  Refolutions  agreed  to.  Motion 
for  an  addrefs  to  the  king  upon  the  treaty  ;  filrongly  oppofed.  Extraordinary 
difplay  of  eloquence  by  Mr.  Grey .  Captain  Macb ride’s  opinion.  Mr. 

Burke ,  upon  the  political  tendency  of  the  treaty,  and  its  remote  efifells. 
Treaty  defended  by  Mr.  Grenville,  Ford  Mornington,  and  Mr.  Pulteney. 
New  objellion  to  the  addrefs  from  Air.  IV.  Fllis ;  aufwered  arid  overruled 
by  a  majority  of  236  to  1 60.  Addrefs  agreed  to,  and  communicated  to  the 
lords.  Decifion  of  the  houfe  of  lords  upon  a  motion  by  lord  Stormont ,  re- 
Vol.  XXIX.  ‘  ‘  [£]  ,/peSing 
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fpetling  fuch  of  the  fixteen  peers  as  Jhould  he  created  peers  of  Great  Britain . 
Motion  oppofed  by  the  lord  chancellor  ;  defended  by  lord  Loughborough ,  and 
carried  by  a  majority  of  52  to  38.  Debates  in  the  houfe  of  lords  upon  the 
commercial  treaty .  Altercation  between  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  L  an  flown.  Addrefs  of  both  houfes  to  the  king. 


DURING  the  long  recefs, 
with  which  the  members  of 
parliament  were  this  year  indulged, 
Great  Britain  continued  to  enjoy  an 
undiflurbed  tranquillity  and  repofe  ; 
-—for  it  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  except 
the  momentary  alarm,  occafioned  by 
the  danger,  to  which  the  perfon  of 
the  fovereign  was  expofed  from  the 
attempt  of  a  miferable  lunatic,  as 
related  in  our  laft  volume  ;  nor  that 
contefl  of  loyalty  and  affection,  which 
it  called  forth  amongft  every  clafs 
and  defeription  of  his  fubjedts. 

On  the  29th  of  September  a 
treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation 
with  France  was  figned  at  Ver Failles 
by  Mr.  Eden,  to  whom  the  nego¬ 
tiation  of  that  meafure  had  been  en- 
trufled  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 
We  fhall  forbear  making  any  other 
remark  upon  this  new  and  impor¬ 
tant  event,  than  that  it  appears  to 
have  cauffcd  much  alarm  and  appre- 
henfioii  amongfl  the  manufacturing 
part  of  the  French  nation  :  its  ex¬ 
pediency  and  policy,  with  refpedt  to 
this  country,  will  be  found  amply 
difeuffed  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Britifh  parliament. 

The  Hate  of  political  parties  re¬ 
mained  alfo  without  any  confider- 
able  variation.  The  right  hon. 
Charles  Jenkinfon  was  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  a  peer  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  made  chancellor  of  the 
dutchy  of  Lancailer,  and  prefident 
of  the  board  of  trade,  and,  though 
not  admitted  in  form  to  a  feat  in  his 
maje fly’s  cabinet  councils,  was  hip¬ 
po  fed  to  be  confidentially  confulted 
upon  all  affairs  of  importance ;  the 


earl  Gower  was  made  marquis  of 
Stafford,  and  lord  Camden  an  earl ; 
and  the  duke  of  Athol,  earl  of  Aber- 
corn,  duke  of  Montague  (with  re¬ 
mainder  to  the  fecond  fon  of  the 
duke  of  Buccleugh,  the  duke  of 
Queenfbury,  earl  of  Tyrone,  earl 
Shannon,  lord  Delaval,  fir  Harbord 
Harbord,  and  fir  Guy  Carleton, 
were  created  peers  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  23d  of  January 
bis  majefly  opened  the 
fourth  feffion  of  the  p  re¬ 
lent  parliament  by  a  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  in  which,  after  mention¬ 
ing  the  friendly  difpofition  of  fo¬ 
reign  powers  towards  this  country, 
he  informed  the  two  houfes,  that  he 
had  concluded  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  the  French  king,  and  had  or¬ 
dered  a  copy  of  it  to  be  laid  before 
them.  He  recommended,  as  the 
firft  objedt  of  their  deliberations,  the 
neceffary  meafures  for  carrying  it 
into  -effedt ;  and  expreffed  his  truft, 
that  they  would  find  the  provifions 
contained  in  it  t©  be  calculated  for 
the  encouragement  of  induflry,  and 
the  extenfion  of  lawful  commerce 
in  both  countries;  and,  by  promot¬ 
ing  a  beneficial  intercourfe  between 
their  refpedtive  inhabitants,  likely 
to  give  additional  permanency  to  the 
bleffmgs  of  peace. 

To  the  houfe  of  commons  he  re¬ 
commended  the  flate  of  the  revenue 
as  a  conilant  object  of  their  atten¬ 
tion  ;  and  expreffed  his  hopes  that 
fome  regulations  would,  in  this  fef¬ 
fion,  be  carried  into  effect  for  the 
eafe  of  the  merchants,  and  for  fim- 
plifying  the  public  accounts. 


23d  Jan. 
1787. 


The 
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The  uiual  audrelTes  were  moved 
and  feconded,  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
bv  the  earl  of  Rochford  and  lord 

J 

Dacre,  and  in  the  lower  houfe  by 
lord  Compton  and  Mr.  Matthew 
Montague,  the  member  for  Bofli- 
ney.  As  they  contained  nothing 
but  matters  of  mere  compliment  to 
the  king,  they  palled  without  oppo- 
fition  :  but  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  Mr.  Fox  thought  himfelf 
bound  to  take  notice  of  fome  gene¬ 
ral  principles  which  had  been  lain 
down  by  the  propofers  of  the  ad- 
drefs,  apparently  as  the  ground  up¬ 
on  which  it  was  intended  to  defend 
the  treaty,  that  had  lately  been  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  court  of  Verfailles. 

He  obferved  that  much  llrefs  had 
been  laid  upon  certain  prcpoiiticns, 
which  he  readily  admitted  were  in 
themfelves  incontrovertible  ; — that 
peace,  for  infiance,  was  preferable  to 
war,  and  commerce  to  conqueil,  and 
that  mutual  jealoulies  were  the  caufe 
cf  frequent  mifchiefs  :  but  he  denied 
that  they  were  any  way  peculiarly 
applicable  to  our  circumtlances  at 
the  prefent  moment.  They  were 
principles,  he  faiJ,  upon  which  the 
government  of  this  country  had  been 
uniforndv  and  wifely  conducted  for 
the  laft  century  ;  but  it  remained  to 
be  feen  how  tar  they  would  juftify 
any  innovation  in  the  eftablifhed 
fyftem  of  our  policy,  fhould  the 
treaty,  which  was  foon  to  become 
the  fubjedfc  of  their  confide  ration, 
contain  in  faff  fuch  innovation^  All 
the  wars  ot  Great  Britain  had  been 
wars  of  necelfity  ;  and  that  jealoufy 
of  the  power  of  France,  which  we 
were  now  called  upon  to  lay  alide, 
had  been  founded  upon  the  fulled: 
experience  of  her  ambitious  deiigns. 
Where  then  was  the  neceffity  of  in¬ 
culcating  forbearance  upon  thofe 
who  had  never  aCted  wantonly,  or 


the  prudence  of  arguing  againlt  a 
jealoufy,  to  which  we  ov;ed  our  very 
fafety  ? 

He  deprecated  the  imputation  of 
being  governed  by  vulgar  preju¬ 
dices,  but  at  the  fame  time  he  de¬ 
clared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the 
external  circumitances  of  the  two 
nations  rendered  a  rivalfhip  and,  in 
fome  degree,  an  enmity  between 
them  inevitable,  and  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  prevent  them  by  any 
meafure  which  human  fpeculation 
could  devife — 'Nay,  he  would  not 
hefitate  to  pronounce,  that  were 
luch  an  event  poffible,  it  was  not  to 
be  wifhed  for  by  any  lover  of  this 
country. 

The  treaty,  he  faid,  mull  be  either 
commercial,  or  partly  commercial 
and  partly  political  ;  and  in  one 
or  other  of  thefe  points  of  view  its 
merits  were  to  be  eflimated.  If, 
as  he  fincefely  wifned,  it  was  a 
mere  commercial  treaty,  the  framers 
of  it  had  only  to  prove  that  the  new 
channel  of  trade  which  it  opened 
would  not  obftruft  or  would  be  more 
beneficial  than  all  the  other  ancient 
channels,  which  this  kingdom  had 
long  been  in  pofifefiion  of  and  which 
had  been  found  to  be  the  fources  of 
her  commercial  wealth  and  profpe- 
rity  :  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  mi¬ 
ni  Hers  avowed  that  the  treaty  was  in¬ 
tended  as  a  political  meafure,  and 
that  they  had  in  view  fome  more  clofe 
and  intimate  connection  with  France, 
fuch  as  fhould  render  it  in  future 
more  difficult  for  the  two  countries 
to  go  to  war  than  heretofore,  they 
then  would  have  to  fhew  ftrong  and 
fatisfa&ory  reafons  for  having  pur- 
fued  and  concluded  a  meafure  fo  new 
in  the  hiftory  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
and  of  fuch  infinite  magnitude  and 
importance. 

Fie  faid,  he  might  venture  how- 
2  ever 
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ever  to  prophefy,  that  fueh  an  at¬ 
tempt,  admitting  it  to  be  fafe  and 
prudent,  would  prove  vain  and  abor¬ 
tive. — Upon  this  ground  he  took  a 
general  view  of  the  political  con-  ( 
duX  of  France  towards  this  country, 
and  towards  the  other  powers  of 
Europe.  However  volatile  and  in- 
conilant  the  French  nation  may  be 
fuppofed  to  be,  the  French  cabinet, 
he  remarked,  had  been  for  centu¬ 
ries  the  moft  fteady  and  uniform  in 
Europe.  Toraife  that  monarchy  to 
unlimited  power  had  been  its  un¬ 
varying  aim  ;  and  he  defied  any 
man  to  point  out  an  inftance  in 
which  that  court  had  let  flip  any 
opportunity  which  feemed  to  have 
the  leaft  tendency,  however  remote  „ 
in  appearance,  to  promote  its  favou¬ 
rite  objeX. 

He  demanded  what  reafons  there 
were  to  fuppofe  that  France  had 
abandoned  the  purpofe  die  had  fo 
long  and  uniformly  aimed  at.  Her 
power,  he  contended,  was  at  this 
moment  greater  than  in  the  reign 
of  Louis  XIV.  ;  and  could  any 
ftatefman  be  dupe  enough  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  moderation,  at  a  moment 
when  moderation  feemed  leall  ne- 
ceffary,  was  the  real  and  true  mo¬ 
tive  that  had  induced  France  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  a  treaty,  which  held  forth 
the  fpecious  appearance  of  render¬ 
ing  all  future  hoftilities  between  her 
and  Great  Britain  almofl  impoffible 
*  to  happen  ? 

But  perhaps  his  majefly’s  piinif- 
ters  would  furnifh  the  houfe  with 
fome  explicit  and  pofitive  proofs  of 
this  .great  change  in  the  politics  of 
France,  and  of  the  fincerity  of  her 
friendly  difpofition  towards  us. 
They  might,  as  yet,  be  faid  to  be 
in  the  honey-moon  of  their  new  con¬ 
nexion  ;  and  he  afked  whether,  du¬ 


ring  that  fond  period,  they  felt  the 
influence  of  France  greatly  operating 
in  their  favour  with  thofe  powers, 
with  whom  they  were  now  nego- 
ciating  alliances  ?  Hid  it  manifeff 
itfelf  in  the  court  of  Vienna,  in  the 
court  of  Spain,  in  the  court  of  Pe- 
terfburg,  or  at  the  Hague  ?  He  be¬ 
lieved  the  very  reverfe  was  well 
known  to  be  the  faX. 

But  there  was  another  circum- 
ftance  which  deferred  their  moil  fe- 
rious  confideration.  The  army  of 
France  was  formerly  the  firfl  in 
Europe  :  it  was  now  but  the  fourth, 
being  inferior  to  thofe  of  Ruffia, 
Pruffia,  and  the  emperor.  On  the 
other  hand,  her  navy  was  daily  in- 
creafing,  and  to  that  objeX  her 
whole  attention  was  direXed.  Was 
this  a  favourable  fymptom  of  her 
friendly  difpofition  towards  this 
country  ?  Hid  it  indicate  any  ex¬ 
traordinary  partiality  towards  Great 
Britain  ?  Hid  it  not  clearly  prove 
that  her  confidence  was  placed  upon 
her  continental  alliances,  and  that 
file  was  looking  forward  to  and  pre¬ 
paring  for  fome  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  indulging  her  inveterate 
animofity  againft  her  ancient  ene¬ 
mies  ? 

There  remained  but  one  fuppo- 
fition,  upon  which  the  ardour,  that 
had  appeared  for  a  clofe  political 
connexion  with  France,  could  be 
accounted  for.  He  acquitted  the 
firfl:  minifter  of  the  charge  he  was 
going  to  make ;  but  he  believed 
there  were  men  in  this  country  fo 
loll  to  the  memory  of  its  former 
greatnefs,  fo  funk  in  their  own 
bafe  defpondency,  as  to  think  it 
right  for  us,  diminifhed  as  our 
fplendour  was,  to  feize  the  earliefi: 
opportunity  of  making  terms  with 
our  rifing  neighbour,  of  forming  an 

intimate 
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intimate  connexion  with  her,  and 
by  that  means  artfully  fecuring  her 
favour  and  protection. 

Mr.  Fox  concluded  his  fpeech 
with  fome  obfervations  upon  the 
effeCts,  which  the  new  treaty  would 
have  upon  the  treaty  fublifting  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Portugal. 
The  Methuen  treaty,  lie  obferved, 
wasjuftly  a  favourite  of  this  nation  : 
it  had  been  productive,  during  the 
courfe  of  near  a  century,  of  the  moft 
important  benefits  ;  and  he  there¬ 
fore  trufted,  that  before  parliament 
would  fanCtion  any  new  engage¬ 
ments,  that  might  endanger  fo  fure 
and  tried  a  fource  of  commercial 
advantage,  they  would  lequire  from 
his  majefty’s  minifter  the  fulleft  fa- 
tisfaCtion  upon  that  elfential  ar- 
ticle. 

Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Fox, 
charged  him  with  the  moft  fhame- 
lefs  inconfiftency,  in  giving  his  af- 
fent  to  an  addrefs,  againft  the  great- 
eft  part  of  which  he  had  been  argu¬ 
ing  with  all  the  force  of  his  elo¬ 
quence.  He  lio^ed  however,  for  the 
fake  of  unanimity  in  their  proceed¬ 
ings,  that  he  would  purfue  the  fame 
line  of  conduCt  through  the  reft  of 
the  feflion  ;  and  that  whenever  he 
.fpoke  againft  the  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment,  he  would  always  think 
it  prudent  to  vote  for  them.  As  to 
his  apprehenfions  of  being  thought 
to  be  governed  by  vulgar  prejudices, 
they  were  quite  unnecefTary,  as  his 
opinions  were  fo  far  from  being 
•vulgar }  that  he  believed  he  was  the 
only  perfon  in  the  whole  kingdom 
who  entertained  them. 

Mr.  Pitt  then  proceeded  to  com¬ 
bat  the  principles  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Fox,  which  went,  he  faid,  to 
prove  the  necefhty  and  the  policy 
of  a  conftant  animofity  with  France. 
Thefe  doCtrines,  he  contended,  mi¬ 


litated  in  the  moft  direCt  manner 
againft  both  humanity  and  common 
fenfe.  He  afked,  whether  he  meant 
to  recommend  to  this  country  fuch 
a  fpeciea  of  political  jealoufy  as 
fhould  be  either  mad  or  blind  ;  fuch 
a  fpecies,  as  Ihould  induce  her  either 
madly  to  throw  away,  that  which 
was  to  make  us  happy,  or  blindly 
to  grafp  at  that,  which  muft  end  in 
her  ruin  ?  Was  the  neceffity  of  a 
perpetual  animofity  with  France 
io  evident  and  fo  prefting,  that  for 
it  we  were  to  facrifice  every  com¬ 
mercial  advantage  we  might  expect 
from  a  friendly  intercourfe  with 
that  country  ;  or  was  a  pacific  con¬ 
nection  between  the  two  kingdoms 
fo  highly  offenfive,  that  even  an 
extenfion  of  commerce  could  not 
palliate  it  ?  For  his  part,  he  could 
by  no  means  join  in  opinion  with 
the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
that  the  fituation  of  Great  Britain 
and  France  was  fuch,  as  precluded 
the  poftibility  of  an  amicable  inter¬ 
courfe  ;  and  he  was  fure,  if  fuch  in¬ 
tercourfe  was  not  abfolutely  imprac¬ 
ticable,  the  treaty  now  depending 
was  the  moft  likely  of  any  meafure 
to  effeCt  it.  Such  a  treaty  would 
make  it  the  intereft  of  each  nation 
to  cherifh  and  preferve  the  connec¬ 
tion  between  them,  and  would  fo 
effentially  implicate  and  unite  the 
views  and  convenience  of  a  large 
part  of  each  kingdom,  as  to  enfure, 
as  much  as  poftible,  the  permanence 
of  the  fyftem  about  to  be  eftabliih- 
ed. 

The  honourable  gentleman  had 
triumphantly  foretold  the  overthrow 
of  this  project,  by  the  reftlefs  ambiti¬ 
on  of  France.  Flow  foon  fuch  an  e- 
vent  might  take  place,  lie  could  not 
poffibly  forefee  ;  but  if  war  was  the 
greateft  of  evils,  and  commerce  the 
greateft  bleffing  that  a  country  could 
3  enjoy 
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enjoy  ( which,  though  contrary  to  the 
right  honourable  gentleman’s  opi¬ 
nions,  he  believed  was  the  general 
fenfe  of  the  nation)  then  it  became 
the  duty  of  thofe,  to  whom  public 
affairs  were  entruiled,  to  endeavour, 
as  much  as  podible,  to  render  the 
one  permanent  and  to  remove  the 
profpedl  and  dangers  of  the  other. 

This  was  the  object  of  the  prefent 
treaty.  For  the  great  advantages 
likely  to  arife  from  it  would  not 
only  flrongly  operate  upon  every  fuc- 
ceeding  adminiflra-tion  in  both  coun¬ 
tries,  fo  as  to  induce  them  to  avoid 
a  war  as  long  as  it  could  be  avoided 
with  honour  and  prudence,  hut  would 
alfo  flrengthen  the  refources  of  the 
country  towards  carrying  on  a  war, 
whenever  it  fhould  become  indif- 
penfably  neceffary  to  engage  in  one. 
This  was,  he  laid,  the  true  method 
of  making  peace  a  blefiing,  that 
while  it  was  the  parent  of  imme¬ 
diate  wealth  and  happinefs,  it  fhould 
alfo  be  the  nurfe  of  future  ftrength 
and  fecurity.  The  quarrels  between 
France  and  Britain  had  too  long 
continued  to  liarafs  not  only  thofe 
two  great  and  reipedlable  nations 
themfelves,  but  had  frequently  em¬ 
broiled  the  peace  of  Europe  ;  nay, 
had  difturbed  the  tranquillity  of  the 
molt  remote  parts  of  the  world.  They 
had,  by  their  pall  condudl,  adled  as 
if  they  were  intended  by  nature  for 
the  deffrudtion  of  .each  other  ;  but 
he  hoped  the  time  was  now  come, 
when  they  Ihould  juflify  the  order 
of  the  urriverfe,  and  Ihew  that  they 
were  better  calculated  for  the  more 
amiable  purpofes  of  friendly  inter- 
courfe  and  benevolence. 

With  regard  to  the  diftindlion 
that  had  been  made  between  com¬ 
mercial  and  political  treaties,  he  con- 
felfed  he  could  not  conceive  a  com¬ 
mercial  intercourfe  between  any 


two  nations,  that  mull  not  necelfarily 
have  a  powerful  effedt  on  their  poli¬ 
tical  condudt  towards  each  other.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  when 
fecretary  of  Hate,  fnuft  have  been 
at  the  point  of  propoiing  fame  treaty 
with  France.  II  it  was  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  have  propofed  fuch  a  plan, 
as  he  now  feemed  to  think  the  only 
proper  one,  a  plan  of  a  commercial 
arrangement,  that  fnould  not  create 
an  interell  in  either  nation  to  maim 
tain  and  render  it  permanent ; — fuch 
a  plan  as  fhould  not  be  confidered  by 
either  party  as  more  defirable  than 
a  hate  of  lioltility  and  war  ;  if  fuch 
was  his  plan  (and  it  was  evident 
that  he  would  not  have  approved  of 
any  other)  he  had  then  adled  pru¬ 
dently  in  deflroying  all  traces  of  it, 
and  in  taking  care  not  to  leave  any 
copy  of  fo  very  notable  a  projedl 
in  his  office  behind  him. 

With  refpedi  to  the  Hate  of  our 
negotiations  with  Portugal,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  it  was  not  a  qu  eft  ion 
before  the  houfe,  he  ihould  by  no 
means  enter  into  it  ;  but  if  any  gen¬ 
tleman  fhould  deli  re  to  know  how 
far  our  connexion  with  Portugal 
was  likely  to  be  affedled  by  the 
French  treaty,  he  fhould  then  think 
himfelf  bound  to  fatisfy  him  by  one 
or  the  other  of  the  following  anfwers, 
either  that  the  connexion  would  not 
be  at  all  affedled;  or  that  we  were 
left  at  full  liberty,  by  the  terms  of 
the  prefent  treaty,  to  carry  into  ef¬ 
fedt  the  fpirit  of  the  old  fubfifling 
treaties  with  the  court  of  Portugal, 
The  fadl  was,  .that  the  latter  was 
the  cafe  ;  and  he  fhould  not  hehtate 
•to  fay,  that  when  the  court  of  Por¬ 
tugal  (hewed  herfelf  entitled  to  re¬ 
ceive  fuch  a  benefit  at  the  hands  of 
Great  Britain,  he  fnould  be  ready 
to  concur  in  granting  it  ;  but  as 
lo/ig  as  the  court  of  Portugal  con¬ 
tinued 
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^inued  to  withhold  from  us  our  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  mutual  advantage 
provided  for  both  nations  by  the 
Methuen  treaty,  as  fhe  had  done  for 
many  years  pad,  fo  long  he  fhould 
think  it  the  duty  of  adminiftration 
to  fufpend  the  execution  of  that 
part  of  the  French  treaty  that  left 
us  at  liberty  to  fecure  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Portugal  a  continuance  of 
that  favour,  which  fhe  had  hitherto 
enjoyed,  but  to  which  her  prefent 
conduct  feemed  but  little  to  entitle 
her. 

•p,  ,  ,  On  Monday  the  fifth 

e  *  ^  *  of  February,  Mr.  Pitt, 

moved,  “  That  the  houfe  fhould 
refolve  jtfelf  into  a  committee  on 
the  Monday  following,  to  take  into 
confideration  that  part  of  his  ma- 
jefly’s  fpeech  on  opening  the  feflion, 
which  related  to  the  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation  formed  with 
his  mofl  chrillian  majefly.” 

This  was  ftrongly  objected  to  by 
oppofition,  as  leaving  too  fhort  a 
time  for  deliberation  ;  and  accord¬ 
ingly  Lord  George  Cavenaifh 
moved,  that  Monday  fd  might  fhould 
be  fubflituted  in  the  room  of  Mon¬ 
day  next,  and  that  in  the  mean 
time  a  call  of  the  houfe  fhould  be 
ordered. 

In  fupport  of  the  amendment  it 
was  urged,  that  the  delay  propofed 
could  not  be  productive  of  any  con- 
fiderable  inconvenience  ;  that  a 
meafure  of  fuch  magnitude  and  im¬ 
portance,  both  in  commercial  and 
political  points  of  view,  called  not 
only  for  the  mofl  mature  delibe¬ 
ration,  but  alfo  for  the  fulleff  at¬ 
tendance;  and  that  it  was  highly 
proper  the  nation  at  large  fhould 
have  it  in  their  power  to  declare 
their  fentiments  of  a  meafure,  which 
went  to  repeal  the  eftabliflied  laws, 
and  to  reverfe  the  mofl  approved 
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maxims  of  our  anceftors  ;  to  break 
the  bonds  of  our  old  alliances,  and 
to  connect  us  with  thofe  whom  we 
had  long  regarded  as  our  rivals  and 
our  foes. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  admonifhed  to  pro¬ 
fit  of  his  pale  experience,  and  to  re¬ 
collect,  that  in  his  propofed  com¬ 
mercial  arrangements  with  Ireland, 
and  in  his  bill  for  eflahlifhing  an 
intercourfe  with  America,  he  had 
been  refeued,  by  the  falutary  delay 
which  had  then  been  procured,  from 
all  the  mifehievous  confequences  of 
his  own  rafhnefs  and  precipitancy. 

Neither  the  arguments  nor  the 
farcafms  of  oppofition  moved  the 
minillcr.  He  contended  that  every 
moment’s  delay  would  be  attended 
with  ferious  inconveniences,  as  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  had 
already  engaged  in  fpeeulations  to 
a  vafl  extent  upon  the  faith  of  the 
treaty.  The  importance  of  the 
meafure,  he  faid,  had  of  itself  ope¬ 
rated  as  a  call  of  the  houfe,  and 
rendered  it  totally  unneceffary,  as 
fully  appeared  from  the  crowded 
attendance  of  that  day.  The  whole 
bufinefs  had  been  before  the  public 
for  more  than  four  months.  The 
watchful  jealoufy  of  merchants  and 
manufacturers  was  well  known ; 
and  yet  not  the  fmalleft  complaint 
or  objection  had  yet  been  made  from 
any  quarter  whatsoever. 

He  concluded  by  retorting  upon 
Mr.  Fox  the  attack  that  had  been 
made  upon  him  refpe&ing  the  rafh- 
nefs  of  his  former  meafures,  by  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  proceedings  upon 
the  celebrated  India  Bill ;  a  mea¬ 
fure,  he  faid,  which  from  its  no¬ 
velty,  its  magnitude,  and  its  obvi¬ 
ous  effects,  feemed  eminently  enti¬ 
tled  to  the  mofl  deliberate  difeuf- 
fion,  and  yet  which  no  entreaties, 
no  perfuaficn,  could  retrain  him 
m  4  from 
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from  hurrying  through  the  houfe 
with  the  moll  lhamelefs  precipitation. 

On  a  divilion  there  appeared  for 

the  amendment  89,  againil  it  213. 

T-  t  ,1  On  the  ninth  Mr.  Fox 
teb.  oth.  .  ,  , 

7  again  endeavoured  to 

bring  the  confideration  of  the  nego- 
ciations  with  Portugal  before  the 
houfe  previous  to  their  coming  to  a 
decihon  uporv  the  French  treaty. 
The  probable  Hate  of  our  future 
trade  with  Portugal  was,  he  faid, 
extremely  effential  for  the  houfe  to 
advert  to.  The  moll  proper  period 
of  treating  with  Portugal  would  have 
been  before  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  with  France — it  would  have 
manifefted  a  fairnefs  and  a  decency- 
on  our  part  to  an  old  ally,  and 
convinced  the  world  that  w hi  ill,  we 
were  feeking  for  new  friends  and 
new  connections,  we  had  no  inten¬ 
tions  of  facrificing  the  old. 

Beiides,  fuch  a  procedure  would 
have  been  not  lefs  politic  than  manly 
and  dignified.  W e  were  treating 
with  France,  under  the  prefent  cir¬ 
cumstances,  at  a  manifest  difadvan- 
tage  ; — for  if,  through  any  pique  or 
perverfenefs,  the  court  of  Lifbon 
fhould  refufe  to  renew  the  Methuen 
treaty,  now  virtually  abrogated  by 
the  new  French  treaty,  Fiance  would 
in  that  cafe  derive  great  additional 
advantages  from  the  ^separation,  for 
which  we  neither  fhould  have  an 
equivalent,  nor  could  claim  any. 
The  duties  on  the  wines  of  Portugal 
would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  be  left  as 
they  now  Hand,  and  confequently 
both  the  real  and  the  comparative 
duties  on  the  French  wines  would  be 
greatly  lelfened. 

He  concluded  by  moving  for 
copies  of  the  inftruclions  that  had 
been  given  to  his  Majefly’s  minifters 
in  Portugal,  refpedling  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  Britifh  merchants ; 


and  of  the  anfwers  of  the  court  of 
Lilbon  to  fuch  reprefentations. 

This  motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Pitt  upon  feveral  grounds.  If  its 
objeCt  in  bringing  under  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  houfe  papers  rela¬ 
tive  to  a  negociation  pending  be¬ 
tween  the  two  courts,  was  to  induce 
them  to  take  an  aCtive  part  in  the 
formation  of  the  treaty,  it  was  clear¬ 
ly  unparliamentary. 

Fie  denied  that  the  conclufion  of 
the  French  treaty  would  neceffarily 
put  an  end  to  the  Methuen  treaty. 
This  confequence,  he  faid,  might 
be  avoided,  if  it  Ihould  be  thought, 
proper,  by  their  coming  to  a  refolu- 
tion  to  lower  the  duties  upon  Portu¬ 
gal  wines  before  the  day  fpecified, 
upon  which  the  redu&ion  of  the 
French  duties  fhould  take  place. 

He  defended  the  policy  of  con¬ 
cluding  the  French  treaty  firft,  upon 
this  obvious  principle,  that  it  was 
always  bell  to  referve  in  our  own 
hands  a  refource,  in  cafe  of  difagree- 
rnent  with  thofe,  with  whom  we  are 
negociating.  Before  we  opened  our 
negociations  for  the  remedy  of  our 
complaints  againil  Portugal,  we 
had  fhewn  that  court,  that  we  could 
do  without  her,  by  having  formed 
fuch  a  connexion  with  France,  as 
would  make  it  eligible  for  us  to 
transfer  to  that  country,  Ihould  fhe 
rejecl  them,  thofe  advantages,  which 
the  at  prefent  enjoyed. 

But  waving  thefe  arguments, 
and  allowing  that  the  French  treaty 
might  throw  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  our  negociations  with  Portugal, 
and  even  upon  the  fuppofition  of  a 
final  rupture  with  that  country,  he 
was  ready  to  defend  the  former 
treaty  upon  its  own  merits,  and  un¬ 
der  thefe  difadvantages. 

The  motion  was  rejected  without 
a  divilion. 

Feb. 
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Feb.  1 2 til. 


Before  the  houfe  re¬ 
folded  itfelf  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  upon  the  treaty  of  commerce 
and  navigation  with  France,  a  pe¬ 
tition  was  presented  by  Mr.  Aider- 
man  Newnham  from  certain  manu¬ 
facturers,  alfembled  in  their  cham¬ 
ber  of  commerce,  praying  that  the 
houfe  would  not  that  day  come  to 
any  decifive  refolution  upon  the 
commercial  treaty  with  Frarce,  as 
the  petitioners  had  not  had  leifure 
to  underiland  the  treaty,  and  confe- 
quently  were  not  yet  aware  to  what 
degree  their  interefts,  and  the  in- 
terefts  of  other  manufacturers,  were 
likely  to  be  affected  by  it. 

Upon  this  petition  Mr.  Pitt  re¬ 
marked,  that  its  contents,  and  the 
moment  of  prefenting  it,  were  fome- 
what  iinofular.  The  French  treaty 
had  been  published  between  four 
and  five  months,  during  which  time 
the  petitioners  it  feems  had  not 
chofen  to  find  leifure  to  examine  and 
underiland  it ;  and  now,  on  the  day 
upon  which  the  houfe  had  agreed 
to  take  it  into  their  conlideration, 
without  pointing  out  one  fpecific 
objection  to  it,  they  had  the  modefty 
to  requelt  parliament  would  delay 
for  an  indefinite  time  all  further 
proceeding  upon  it.  This,  he  laid, 
he  thought  the  houfe  ought  by  no 
means  to  confent  to. — The  order  of 
the  day  was  accordingly  loudly  call¬ 
ed  for  ;  and  the  houfe  being  refolved 
into  a  committee,  Mr.  Pitt,  rofe 
again,  and,  in  a  fpeech  of  three 
hours,  entered  into  a  full  explanati- 
on  and  defence  of  the  treaty. 

J 

Pie  confidered  it  in  three  points 
of  view,  as  affecting  our  manufac¬ 
tures,  our  revenues,  and  our  political 
fituation.  With  refpeCt  to  the  fir  it, 
he  undertook  to  prove,  that  though 
the  treaty  had  been  formed  upon 
principles  of  ftrict  reciprocity,  yet 


that  this  country  muft,  from  the 
nature  of  the  cafe,  unavoidably  have 
the  advantage.  To  underiland  this, 
he  faid,  it  would  be  neceffary  for 
the  committee  to  confider  the  rela¬ 
tive  Hate  of  the  two  kingdoms.  I  t 
is  a  faCt  generally  admitted,  that 
France  has  the  advantage  in  foil 
and  climate,  and  confequently  in 
her  natural  produce ;  while  it  is 
equally  true,  that  Great  Britain  is 
decidedly  fuperior  in  her  manufac¬ 
tures  and  artificial  productions. 
The  wines,  brandies,  oils,  and  vi¬ 
negars  of  France  are  articles  which 
we  have  nothing  to  put  in  competi¬ 
tion  with,  except  our  beer.  But  it  is 
equally  clear  that  we,  in  our  turn, 
poffefs  fome  manufactures  exclu- 
iively  our  own,  and  that  in  others 
we  have  fo  eminently  the  advantage 
of  our  neighbour,  as  to  put  compe¬ 
tition  at  defiance.  Such  is  the  re¬ 
lative  condition,  and  fuch  the  pre- 
cife  ground  on  which  it  is  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe  that  a  valuable  cor- 
refpondence  and  connection  between 
the  two  nations  might  be  eflablifh- 
ed.  Having  each  its  own  diftinCt 
fiaple,  having  each  that  which  the 
other  wanted,  and  not  clafhins:  in 

O 

the  great  and  leading  lines  of  their 
refpeCtive  riches,  they  refemble  two 
opulent  traders  in  different  branches, 
who  might  enter  into  a  traffic  mutu¬ 
ally  beneficial. 

But  nothing,  he  faid,  could  be 
more  evident  than  that  trade  wa$' 
more  or  lefs  advantageous  to  any 
nation,  in  proportion  to  the  degree 
of  labour,  induftry,  and  capital  em¬ 
ployed  in  bringing  its  commodities 
to  market,  and  to  the  excefs  in  va¬ 
lue  of  the  perfeCt  manufacture  a- 
bove  the  raw  materials  :  and  this 
principle  gave  a  decided  advantage 
to  us  over  the  French.  For,  grant¬ 
ing  that  large  quantities  of  their 

natural 
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natural  produce  would  be  brought 
into  this  country,  would  any  man 
iay  that  we  fhouid  not  fend  more 
cottons  by  the  aired;  courfe  now 
fettled,  than  by  the  circuitous  paf- 
iage  formerly  ufed  ? — -more  of  our 
woollens  than  while  reftriCted  to 
particular  ports,  and  burthened  with 
heavy  duties  ? — -would  not  more  of 
our  earthenware,  and  other  articles, 
which,  under  all  the  ditad vantages 
they  formerly  fullered,  Hill,  from 
their  iatrinfic  fuperiority,  forced 
their  way  regularly  into  France, 
now  be  lent  thither? — -and  would  not 
the  aggregate  of  our  manufactures 
be  effentially  benefited  in  going  to 
this  market  loaded  only  with  duties 
from  twelve  to  ten,  and  in  one 
i reliance  only  five  per  cent.?  The 
article  charged  high  e  ft  in  the  traffic, 
viz.  faddlery,  gave  no  fort  of  alarm. 
The  traders  in  this  article,  though 
charged  with  a  duty  of  fifteen  per 
cent,  were  fo  confcious  of  their  fu- 
periority,  that  they  cheerfully  em¬ 
braced  the  condition,  and  conceived 
that  a  free  competition  would  be 
highly  advantageous  to  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  had  a- 
greed  by  this  treaty,  to  take  from 
France,  on  fmall  duties,  the  luxuries 
of  her  foil,  which  our  refinements 
had  already  converted  into  necef- 
faries.  Was  it  in  the  power  of  high 
duties  to  prevent  the  introduction 
of  them  at  our  tables?  Was  it  then 
a  ferious  evil  to  admit  their  wines 
on  eaiier  terms  ?  With  refpeCt  to 
.  brandy,  the  reduction  of  the  duties 
would  chiefly  affect  the  contraband 
trade.  It  is  an  undoubted  fa£t, 
that  the  legal  importation  bore  no 
proportion  to  the  clandeiline  ;  for 
while  the  former  amounted  to  no 
more  than  6cc,coo  gallons,  the 
latter,  by  the  bell  founded  calcula¬ 
tions,  did  not  amount  to  lefs  than 


between  3  and  4  millions  of  gallons. 
As  this  article  then  fo  completely 
poffeffed  the  tafte  of  the  nation,  it 
could  not  furely  be  deemed  wrong 
to  give  to  the  ftate  a  greater  advan¬ 
tage  from  it  than  heretofore,  and, 
by  crulhing  the  illicit,  to  promote 
the  legal  traffic  in  it.  The  oils 
and  vinegars  of  France  were,  com¬ 
paratively,  fmall  objects  ;  but,  like 
the  former,  they  were  luxuries 
which  had  taken  the  fhape  of  ne- 
ceffaries,  and  by  receiving  them  on 
eafy  terms  we  could  lofe  nothing. 

In  the  next  place  it  was  neceffary 
to  enquire  whether,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  which  were  the  natural 
produce  of  France,  that  kingdom 
had  any  manufactures  peculiar  to 
itfelf,  or  in  which  it  fo  greatly  ex¬ 
celled  as  to  give  us  juft  caufe  of 
alarm  on  account  of  the  treaty, 
when  viewed  in  that  afpect  ?  Cam¬ 
bric  was  the  firft  that  prefented 
itfelf  ;  but  in  this  article  it  was 
notorious  that  our  competition  with 
France  had  ceafed,  and  there  could 
be  no  injury  in  granting  an  eafy 
importation  to  that  which  we  were 
determined  at  any  rate  to  have. 
In  every  other  article  there  was 
nothing  formidable  in  the  rivalry 
of  France.  Glafs  would  not  be 
imported  to  any  amount.  In  par¬ 
ticular  kinds  of  lace,  indeed,  they 
had  probably  the  advantage,  but 
none  which  they  did  not  enjoy 
independently  of  the  treaty.  The 
clamours  about  millinery  he  thought 
vague  and  unmeaning.  Viewing 
the  relative  circumftances  of  the 
two  countries  in  this  way,  our  fupe- 
riority  in  the  tariff  was  manifeft. 
Tfie  excellence  of  our  manufactures 
was  unrivalled,  and  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  muff  give  the  balance  to  Eng¬ 
land. 

Another  circumftance  compara¬ 
tively 
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tively  favourable  to  this  country 
above  France  in  the  treaty,  was  the 
Hate  of  population  in  both  kingdoms. 
We  had  a  market  opened  to  us  in  a 
country  containing  above  twenty 
millions  of  inhabitants,  whillt  we 
admitted  France  to  trade  with  a 
nation  that  was  fuppofed  to  contain 
not  above  eight  millions. 

He  next  proceeded  to  anfwer  the 
feveral  objections  that  he  underftood 
had  been  made  to  the  treaty  in  the 
chamber  of  commerce. 

The  firfl  related  to  the  facility  of 
conveying  out  of  the  kingdom  the 
raw  materials  and  implements  of 
manufacture,  and  of  enticing  away 
our  artizans  and  workmen,  under 
pretences,  which  the  new  treaty 
would  make  it  impoflible  to  guard 
againll.  This,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  was 
an  idle  apprehenfion,  as  no  one 
pretext  or  means,  whereby  the  law 
in  thofe  cafes  could  be  evaded, 
would  exifl  after  the  confirmation  of 
the  treaty,  which  had  not  exifted 
before.  The  fame  anfwer,  he  ob- 
ferved,  would  apply  to  the  doubts 
that  had  been  exprefied,  whether 
the  rights  of  certain  privileged  towns 
and  corporations,  and  of  perfons 
enjoying  patents  for  improvements 
or  inventions  in  manufactures, 
were  not  endangered  by  the  treaty  ; 
they  were  in  faCt  as  effectually  pro¬ 
tected  as  before,  and  no  confiruCtion 
whatever  of  the  treaty  could  injure 
them. 

It  had  alfo  been  objeCted,  that 
although  a  drawback  was  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  French  wines, 
and  other  articles  of  that  country, 
from  Great  Britain,  yet  no  pro- 
vifion  was  made  for  a  drawback  of 
the  duties  upon  our  manufactures 
when  exported  from  France.  On 
this  he  obferved,  that  fuch  a  llipula- 
.tion  would  be  highly  improper,  and 


incoffliftent  with  the  principles  of 
negociation  :  for  as  the  allowing  of 
the  drawback  would  be  only  for  the 
pdrpofe  of  our  own  interell  and  con¬ 
venience,  we  had  no  right  to  expect 
from  France  a  bonus  correfpondent. 
A  limilar  convenience/  might,  in¬ 
deed,  operate  with  them  to  induce 
them  voluntarily  to  follow  our  ex¬ 
ample  ;  but  as  it  had  jiat  been  de¬ 
manded  of  us  by  France,  nor  ftipu- 
lated  for  in  the  treaty,  we  had  no 
right  whatfoever  to  make  any  de¬ 
mand  for  it  in  return. 

Lallly,  it  had  been  remarked  by 
the  chamber  of  manufacturers,  that 
the  commodities,  in  which  France 
traded,  were  in  general  the  produce 
of  the  foil,  which  could  not  diminifh 
in  their  quantities  nor  fuffer  in 
their  qualities  from  time  ; — whereas 
ours  were  principally  manufactures, 
which  owred  all  their  value  to  the 
labour  and  ingenuity  bellowed  upon 
them  ;  the  confequence  of  which, 
they  apprehended,  might  be,  that 
the  French,  by  becoming  in  time  as 
induftrious  and  as  ingenious  as  our 
people,  would  carry  on  a  fuccefsful 
competition  with  us  in  thofe  articles 
in  which  we  had  at  prefent  a  fupe- 
riority  ;  while  it  was  impoflible  for 
us,  from  the  nature  of  our  foil  and 
climate,  ever  to  expeCt  to  equal 
them  in  any  of  the  articles  of  their 
produce.  This  was,  he  faid,  an  idea 
that  could  by  no  means  apply  as  an 
argument  againll  the  prefent  treaty  ; 
— for  however  fluctuating  in  its 
nature  trade  might  be,  it  was  ab- 
furd  to  fuppofe,  that  in  fo  fhort  a 
fpace  of  time  as  twelve  years  (the 
lenpth  of  time  for  which  this  treaty 
was  to  laft  it  not  renewed)  any  fuch 
efiential  change  lliould  take  place 
in  our  commerce,  as  to  transfer  to 
France  that  decided  fuperiority, 
which  we  now  enjoy,  in  almolt  every 
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article  of  manufacture.  In  other 
refpe&s  this  circumftance,  as  he  had 
before  remarked,  was  of  decided 
advantage  to  us. 

The  rejection  of  the  8th  and  9th 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
by  the  lioufe  of  commons,  in  1712, 
and  the  general  opinion  of  the  im¬ 
policy  of  that  meafure,  had  been 
in  lifted  on.  But  allowing  that  an 
open  commercial  intercourfe  with 
France  would,  at  that  time,  have 
been  injurious,  it  did  not  follow 
that  it  would  be  fo  now ;  for  at  that 
period  thofe  manufactures,  in  which 
we  now  excel,  had  hardly  exiftence, 
but  were  on  the  fide  of  France,  in 
itead  of  being  againft  her.  The 
tariff  did  not  then,  as  now,  confift 
of  articles  in  which  we  were  com¬ 
paratively  fuperior  ;  but  in  addition 
to  the  produce  of  France,  which  at 
all  times  mutt  be  the  lame,  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  manufactures  was  alfo  in 
her  favour.  Nor  was  it  true,  that 
we  had  invariably  confideml  it  as 
found  policy  to  refill  all  connection 
with  France  ;  fie  had  been  more 
jealous  of  us  than  we  of  her.  Pro¬ 
hibitions  originated  on  the  part  of 
France,  and  eve  only  retorted  in  our 
own  defence. 

He  next  took  a  view  of  the  trea¬ 
ty,  as  likely  to  affect  our  revenue  ; 
and  began  by  Hating  the  objections 
that  had  been  made  to  it  on  this 
head.  It  had  been  fuggefted,  that 
as  a  confiderable  reduction  mult 
unavoidably  take  place  in  the  duties 
on  French  wines,  and  probably  on 
the  dutiCs  on  Portugal  wines,  ihould 
the  provifons  of  the  Methuen  treaty 
be  ftiil  kept  in  force,  the  revenue 
would  prim  a  facie ,  undergo  a  prefent 
diminution  to  the  extent  of  the  le¬ 
vered  reductions'  of  duties,  which 
could  only  he  compenfated  by  a  pro¬ 
portional  increafe  of  confumption 
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of  articles  of  the  fame  or  fimikr 
quality. 

To  obviate  this  ground  of  ob¬ 
jection,  he  Hated  the  prefent  cir- 
cumltances  of  the  wine  trade — that 
notwithftanding  the  late  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  prevention  of  fmug- 
gling  and  fubjeCting  the  wine  trade 
to  the  fuperintendance  of  the  ex- 
cife,  there  was  a  clear  proof,„ariftng 
from  a  comparative  view  of  the 
ftock-books  of  the  excife  officers, 
and  the  entries  at  the  cuftom-houfe, 
that  within  thefe  few  months  paft 
the  confumption  of  wines  was  in¬ 
finitely  greater  than  the  legal  im¬ 
portation.  This  arofe  partly  from 
a  contraband  and  clandeftine  im¬ 
portation,  but  chiefly  from  the 
manufacture  of  home-made  wine, 
which  was  brought  to  market  as 
foreign  wine.  Now  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  reduction  of  duties, 
accompanied,  as  was  defigned,  by 
further  regulations  of  collection, 
muii  neceffarily  be  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  the  fair  trader  and  the 
fupprefllon,  as  well  of  fmuggled 
importation,  as  of  the  pernidious 
home  manufacture  ;  fo  that  al¬ 
though  our  confumption  might  not 
increafe,  yet  our  legal  importa¬ 
tion,  and  of  confequence  our  re¬ 
venue  and  navigation,  mull  be  ma¬ 
terially  benefited. 

But  even  fuppofing,  by  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  our  duties  on  wine,  fomething 
to  be  loft,  and  not  compenfated  by 
the  increafe  of  the  legal  importation, 
ftiil  in  other  parts  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment  there  were  provifions  made 
that  would  amply  meet  any  defal¬ 
cation  that  could  arife  in  the  re¬ 
venue  on  wine.  An  article,  which 
he  had  already  mentioned,  that  of 
cambric,  would  alone  go  a  great 
way  towards  indemnifying  us  for 
our  lofs  on  wine.  This  article  at 
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prefent  laboured  under  an  aClual 
prohibition,  and  yet  it  was  in  con- 
ilant  ufe,  and  would,  if  legalized, 
bear  a  tax  and,  as  he  was  in- 
HruCled  and  believed,  jk-oduce 
50,000/.  per  annum.  Now,  cal¬ 
culating  the  reduction  on  wine  as 
an  entire  lols  to  the  revenue,  which 
could  not  be  expelled  to  be  made 
good,  even  in  part,  by  the  in- 
creafed  legal  confumption,  the 
whole  fum  io  loll  would  amount  on 
Portugal  wine  to  150  or  160,000/.  ; 
and  on  French  wines  and  brandy  to 
about  20,000 /.  When  it  was  con- 
lidered  then  what  a  very  confide - 
rable  revenue  would  arife  from  other 
new  branches  of  importation,  as 
well  as  cambric,  how  conlidera- 
bly  the  demand  for  our  own  ma- 
rmfaClures  would  increafe,  and  how 
much  the  revenue  would  be  there¬ 
by  improved  by  the  increafe  of  the 
excife  duties,  which  many  of  thofe 
manufactures  pay  ;  and,  above  all, 
how  much  it  would  operate  in  favour 
of  the  population  and  navigation  of 
the  kingdom — there  was  no  perfon 
could  be  fo  defponding,  as  not  to 
hope  for  a  full  and  complete  com- 
penfation,  in  thofe  feveral  channels, 
for  any  lofs  we  could  poffibly  fuftain 
from  the  lowering  the  duties  on 
wine. 

He  further  remarked,  that  there 
was  another  circumftance,  which  he 
had  had  occafion  to  mention  be¬ 
fore,  and  which  gave  us  a  conflde- 
rable  advantage  in  the  prefent  treaty 
over  the  French  in  point  of  revenue. 
The  principal  articles  of  trade  which 
the  French  markets  fupply,  were 
the  natural  growth  of  the  foil,  and 
were  produced  by  the  earth  almolf 
in  a  hate  fit  for  confumption,  and 
were  of  a  nature  that,  on  importa¬ 
tion  into  other  countries,  would  bear 


a  very  confiderable  duty  in  compari- 
fon  to  their  prime  coft  :  whereas  the 
commodities,  that  Great  Britain 
would  have  to  fupply  France  with, 
were  fuch  as  acquired  great  value 
from  the  labour  bellowed  upon  them, 
and  therefore  were  not  able  to  pay 
any  great  internal  duty.  Our  moil 
ingenious  and  laborious  manufac¬ 
tures,  in  Heel  and  other  metals,  were 
to  be  admitted  into-  France  on  pay¬ 
ing  a  duty  only  of  10  per  cent.  ;  fo 
that  if  we  fhould  import  their  com¬ 
modities  only  to  the  amount  of 
500,000/.  we  fhould  have  a  clear  in¬ 
come  to  our  revenue  of  more  than 
that  fum  ;  but,  if  they  were  to  im¬ 
port  to  the  value  of  one  million  of 
ours,  they  would  have  only  a  reve¬ 
nue  of  about  100,000/. 

Add  to  all  this  that  the  princi¬ 
pal  articles  we  fliall  import  from 
France  employ  but  few  hands  in 
their  preparation,  give  but  fmall 
encouragement  to  navigation,  and 
produce  little  to  the  Hate.  Our 
manufactures  give  employment  to 
millions,  and  in  collecting  the  raw- 
materials  from  every  quarter  of  the 
world  advance  our  maritime  fire n 2th, 
and  in  all  other  combinations,  and 
in  every  ftage  of  their  progrefs  con¬ 
tribute  largely  to  the  ilate.  The 
high  price  of  labour  in  England 
arifes  chiefly  from  the  amount  of 
the  excife,  and  three-flfths  of  the 
price  of  labour  were  faid  to  come 
into  the  exchequer. 

The  third  point  of  view  in  which 
he  confldered  the  treaty,  was  that  of 
its  political  tendency.  It  was  ob- 
jeCled  to,  he  faid,  inafrnuch  as  it 
went  to  compofe  thofe  jealoufies, 
and  deftroy  that  rivalfhip,  which 
had  fo  long  fubfiHed  between  the 
two  countries,  and  which  it  was 
Hated  was  of  the  moil  falutary 
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confequence  to  Great  Britain  ;  and 
it  was  further  infinuated,  that  there 
was  no  dependance  to  be  placed  on 
the  faith  of  the  other  contracting 
party. 

The  firft  of  thefe  objections  had, 
he  faid,  unfortunately  gained  fome 
degree  of  confideration  from  the 
uniform  praCtice  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  for  many  centuries  paft  ;  and 
he  was  fcarcely  furprized  to  hear, 
even  from  fuch  enlightened  men  as 
he  had  heard  fpeak  upon  the  fub- 
jeCt,  that  France  and  England  were 
naturally  and  neceffarily  enemies. 
The  faCt,  he  was  perfuaded,  was  di¬ 
rectly  the  reverfe  ;  for,  however  am¬ 
bition  or  accident  might  have  em¬ 
broiled  them  with  each  other,  iiill 
there  had  always  been  in  the  indivi¬ 
duals  of  both  countries  a  difpofition 
towards  a  friendly  intercourfe,  and 
the  people  of  France  and  Britain  had 
each  of  them  virtues  and  good  qua¬ 
lities  which  the  other  had  libera¬ 
lity  enough  to  acknowledge  and  to 
admire.  To  fuppofe  that  any  two 
Hates  were  neceffarily  enemies,  was 
an  opinion  founded  neither  in  the 
experience  of  nations,  nor  in  the 
hiilory  of  man.  It  was  a  libel  on 
the  confutation  of  political  focie- 
ties,  and  fuppofed  the  exigence  of 
diabolical  malice  in  the  original 
frame  of  man. 

But  after  all,  what  reafon  was 
there  to  imagine  that  the  treaty 
was  not  only  to  extinguifh  alljea- 
loufy  from  our  bofoms,  but  alio 
completely  to  annihilate  our  means 
of  defence  ?  V/ as  it  to  be  fuppofed 
that  the  interval  of  peace  between 
the  two  countries  would  be  fo  to¬ 
tally  unemployed  by  us  as  to  dif¬ 
able  us  from  meeting  France  in 
war  with  our  accuftomed  flrength  ? 
Did  it  not  rather,  by  opening  new 
fourccs  of  wealth,  fpeak  this  forci¬ 


ble  language  : — that  the  interval  of 
peace,  by  enriching  the  nation, 
would  be  the  means  of  enabling 
her  to  combat  her  enemy  with  more 
effeCt  when  the  day  of  hoftility 
fhould  come  ? — It  quieted  no  well- 
founded  jealoufy ;  it  flackened  no 
neceffary  exertions  ;  it  retarded  no 
provident  preparation — but  fimp] in¬ 
tended,  while  it  increafed  our  ability 
for  war,  to  poftpone  the  period  of  its 
approach.  That  we  fhould  not  be 
taken  unprepared  for  war,  depended 
in  no  degree  on  this  treaty,  but 
limply  and  totally  on  the  ability  and 
vigilance  of  the  adminiftration  for 
the  time  being. 

That  France  had,  in  the  inflant 
of  our  diftrefs,  interfered  to  crufh 
us,  was  a  truth  which  he  did  not 
delire  to  blink  ;  but  when  he  re- 
collected  the  whole  of  that  dread¬ 
ful  controverfy,  he  thought  it  not 
impofiible  to  reconcile  the  prefen t 
conduct  of  France  to  more  equitable 
and  candid  principles  of  policy 
than  gentlemen  feemed  willing  to 
attribute  to  our  rival.  When  France 
faw  the  enormous  combination  a- 
gainll  us,  who  were  unfupported  by 
a  lingle  ally — and  perceived  that 
in  fuch  circumftances  we  not  only 
faved  our  honour,  but  manifefted 
folid,  and,  he  was  almofl  tempted 
to  fay,  inexhauftible  refources  ; 
when  (lie  reflected,  that  though  fhe 
had  gained  her  object  in  difmerri- 
bering  cur  empire,  fhe  had  done 
it  at  an  expence  which  involved 
herfelf  in  extreme  embarraflinent  ; 
may  we  not  be  led  to  cherifh  the 
idea,  that,  feeling  our  fteady  and 
unconquerable  vigour,  and  experi¬ 
encing  the  inefficacy  as  well  as  ruin 
of  liohilky,  fhe  is  fincerely  defirous 
to  try  the  benefits  of  an  amicable 
connexion  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  concluded  with  moving 
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the  firft  of  his  refolutions  ;  viz. 
*•  That  it  appears  to  be  expedient 
**  that  ail  the  articles  of  the  growth, 
“  produce,  and  manufactures  of 
the  European  dominions  of  the 
ii  French  king,  which  are  not  ipe- 
“  ciiied  in  the  tariff  of  the  treaty, 
“  fhall  be  imported  into  this  king- 
4*  dom  on  payment  of  duties  as 
u  low  as  any  which  (hall  be  pay- 
**  able  on  the  like  articles  from 
“  any  other  European  nation.” 

Mr.  Fox  followed  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
in  a  fpeech  of  nearly  the  fame 


principles,  as  too  narrow  and  par¬ 
tial  for  the  great  fnbjeCt  they  were 
difcufling,  and  to  the  conclufions 
he  had  drawn  from  them  in  favour 
of  the  treaty,  in  its  three  great 
points  of  view,  policy,  commerce, 
and  finance,  as  fallacious  and  un¬ 
warranted. 

Upon  the  firft  head  he  illuft rated 
and  enforced,  by  a  variety  of  new 
topics,  the  arguments  he  had  ufed 
in  a  former  debate.  He  contended 
that  the  only  fituation  in  which 
Great  Britain  could  ftand  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  fyftem  of  Europe  with  honour, 
dignity,  or  fafety,  was  as  a  coun¬ 
terpoize  to  the  power  of  France  ; 
that  this  had  been  our  invariable 
policy  in  all  the  raoft  flourifhing  pe¬ 
riods  of  our  hiftory,  if  that  of  queen 
Elizabeth  be  excepted,  when  the 
Spanifh  empire  held  the  fame  relative 
place  that  France  has  fince  held  ; 
and  that  of  the  protestor  Cromwell, 
whofe  conduct  was  evidently  direCfed 
by  a  regard  to  the  fecurity  of  his 
perfonal  power. 

It  was  this  circumftance  of  our 
policy,  operating  upon  the  reftlefs 
ambition  of  France,  not  any  in¬ 
ward  antipathy  of  mind,  not  the  me¬ 
mory  of  Crefty  and  of  Agincourt, 
that  made  the  two  nations  natural 


enemies.  That  France  coniidered 
us  in  this  hoftiie  point  of  view,  and 
as  the  only  obftacle  to  her  ambi¬ 
tious  defigns,  was  evident  from  her 
uncealing  endeavours  to  diminifti 
our  power.  To  prove  that  this  ob¬ 
ject  was  ftill  the  firft  in  her  con¬ 
templation  and  the  neareft  her 
heart,  we  had  but  to  recolleCI  her 
conduct  towards  us  in  the  American 
war  ;  and  to  prove  that  no  aft 
furances  of  her  friendfhip  were  to 
be  trufted,  when  that  object  was  in 
view,  we  had  only  to  read  the  cor- 
refpondence  between  the  French 
minifters  and  lord  Stormont  during 
the  firft  years  of  that  conteft.  And, 
when  it  was  further  confidered,  who 
the  monarch  was  that  then  fat  on 
the  throne  of  France,  a  monarch 
of  the  moft  mild  and  benevolent 
character,  and  celebrated  for  his 
love  of  juftice  ;  and  that  the  mini- 
fter,  who  directed  his  councils,  was 
far  advanced  in  the  laft  ftage  of 
life,  of  a  feeble  and  timid  dii'po- 
fition,  and  therefore  unlikely  to 
be  led  away  by  any  new  and  vi- 
iionary  projects  of  ambition  ;  not  a 
doubt  could  be  left  in  any  one’s 
mind  but  that  the  French  nation 
was  actuated  by  a  regular,  fixed, 
and  fyftematic  enmity  to  this 
country. 

But  it  was  faid,  that,  convinced 
at  length  by  dear-bought  expe¬ 
rience,  that  this  empire  was  inex¬ 
pugnable,  and  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  threatening  contefts  in 
which  we  had  been  engaged  we 
ftill  firmly  maintained  our  rank, 
(he  had  opened  her  arms  to  us, 
adopted  other  fentiments,  and  court¬ 
ed  a  connection  with  us  upon  libe¬ 
ral  and  mutually  advantageous 
terms.  That  fhe  had  changed  her 
policy  was  probable  ;  but  what 
proof  had  we  that  fhe  had  changed 
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her  fentiments  ?  Was  it  not  more 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  her 
end  was  the  fame,  though  the 
means  die  meant  t;o  purfue  were 
different  ?  That  inftead  of  force, 
which  die  found  would  not  avail, 
die  intended  to  employ  ftratagem 
to  put  us  off  our  guard,  to  lull  us 
into  fecurity,  to  prevent  our  culti¬ 
vating  other  alliances,  to  leffen  the 
dependence  of  foreign  Hates  upon 
us,  to  turn  all  our  views  to  com¬ 
mercial  profits,  to  entangle  our  ca¬ 
pital  in  that  country,  and  to  make 
it  the  private  filtered:  of  individuals 
in  this  rather  to  acquiefce  in  any 
future  project  of  ambition  die  might 
engage  in,  than  come  to  a  rupture 
with  her  ?  Thefe  lie  Was  convinced 
were  the  defigns  of  France  in  feek- 
ing  to  eftablifh  a  commercial  inter- 
eourfe  with  us. 

Having  urged  thefe  and  other 
topics  of  the  fame  tendency  with 
great  energy  and  animation,  Mr. 
Fox  proceeded  to  confider  the  trea¬ 
ty  in  a  commercial  point  of  view. 
He  firll  adverted  in  general  to  the 
prefumption  drawn  from  the  filence 
of  the  trading  part  of  the  nation 
refpe&ing  it.  The  fame  prefump¬ 
tion,  he  faid,  had  been  exactly 
drawn  from  the  fame  circumftance 
in  the  cafe  of  the  Irifh  propofitions, 
and  yet  they  ail  recollected  how 
the  boafting  of  the  minifter  had 
turned  out  upon  that  occafion. 

But,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  a  peti¬ 
tion  had  been  prefented  from  the 
chamber  of  commerce,  figned  by 
feme  of  the  moll  confiderable  and 
the  moil  refpectable  manufacturers 
of  this  country.  Would  any  one, 
be  alked,  affert,  that  he  underftood 
the  interefts  of  the  cotton  manu¬ 
facture  better  than  Mr.  Walker  of 
Manchefter,  or  the  interefts  of  the 
woollen,  better  than  the  houfe  of 


Milnes  in  Wakefield  ;  and  when 
perfons  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the 
bufinefs  expreffed  their  doubts  upon 
the  tendency  of  the  treaty,  it  furely 
afforded  fufficient  ground  at  lead: 
for  further  deliberation  and  en¬ 
quiry. 

Mr.  Fox  then  defended  the  ob¬ 
jections  made  by  the  chamber  of 
commerce  againfl  the  anfwers  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  contended  that  at: 
leafl  there  was  fuch  ftrong  ground 
for  their  doubts  and  apprehenfions, 
as  t®  make  it  little  fhort  of  mad- 
nefs  to  proceed  without  further  in- 
veftigation* 

Mr.  Fox  proceeded  in  the  laft 
place  to  confider  the  treaty  as  it 
might  affeCt  the  revenues  of  this 
country.  It  had  been  admitted,  he 
faid,  that  it  would  occafion  an  an¬ 
nual  defalcation  to  the  amount  of 
200,000 /.  and  upwards.  This  lofs 
Mr.  Pitt  had  contended  would  in 
part  be  compenfated  by  the  de- 
creafe  of  the  contraband  trade,  in 
confequence  of  the  reduction  of  the 
duties.  But  the  fallacy  of  this  ex¬ 
pectation,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  was  ma- 
nifeft  from  his  own  principles.  He 
had  declared,  when  the  commuta¬ 
tion  a£t  was  under  difeuffion,  that 
40  per  cent,  was  a  fufficient  induce¬ 
ment  for  fmuggling.  Now  the  fir  ft 
price  of  brandy  was  not  more  than 
2s.  per  gallon  ;  the  reduced  duty 
was  about  7 s.  6d.  ;  fo  that  their  rer 
mained  a  premium  for  the  fmuggler 
of  about  400  per  cent,  ten  times 
more  than  what  had  been  efteemed 
fufficient  to  encourage  a  contraband 
trade. 

Another  article  of  compenfation 
mentioned  was  cambric.  That  this 
would  produce  a  confiderable  re¬ 
venue  he  was  ready  to  grant ;  but 
the  fame  advantage  might  have 
been  gained  to  this  country  with¬ 
out 
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out  the  intervention  of  the  treaty, 
by  merely  legalizing  :ts  importa¬ 
tion. 

An  increafe  of  the  excife  reve¬ 
nues,  to  arife  out  of  the  increafe  of 
our  manufa&ures,  had  alfo  been  in¬ 
filled  upon  ;  but  as  he  had  before 
expreffed  his  doubts  refpecting  the 
probability  of  that  increafe^  or  at 
lead  of  its  amounting  to  any  thing 
confiderable  ;  he  mull  alfo  put  the 
other  contingency  out  of  the  prefent 
quell  ion. 

Upon  the  whole  Mr.  Fox  in¬ 
ferred,  that  the  revenue  of  this 
countrv  would  fuffer  a  very  ferious 

J  * 

and  uncompenfated  lofs  ;  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  moving,  “  That  the 
ii  chairman  leave  the  chair,  report 
“  a  progrefs,  and  alk  leave  to  lit 
“  again. ” 

Mr.  Francis  followed  Mr.  Fox, 
and  concurred  in  opinion  with  him 

x 

upon  the  miichievous  political  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  meafure  under  their 
confideration.  He  went  even  far¬ 
ther  :  he  dreaded  the  effc&s  of  an 
intimate  political  connection  with 
France  upon  the  character  of  the 
Britilh  nation.  The  firft  Hep  to¬ 
wards  enllaving  a  free  people  was 
to  endeavour  to  corrupt  them  ;  and 
he  was  convinced  that  a  freer  in- 
tercourfe  with  France  would  produce 
that  effeCt. 

There  were  other  reflections,  he 
faid,  which  belonged  to  the  fubjeft, 
too  obvious  to  require  explanation, 
and  too  delicate  to  be  exprefied. 
There  might  be  too  llriCt  an  union 
between  the  two  crowns  through 
the  medium  of  an  union  between 
the  two  nations  ;  and  that  union 
might  be  fatal  to  the  liberty  of  Great 
Britain. 

He  reminded  Mr.  Pitt  of  the  op- 
polite  opinions  of  the  late  lord 
Chatham,  and  lamented  that  the 
Vol.  XXIX. 
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pomp  of  modern  eloquence  Ihould 
be  employed  to  derogate  From  the 
merits  of  his  adminillration.  The 
polemical  laurels  of  the  father  mull 
yield,  he  faid,  to  the  pacific  myrtles 
which  fhadow  the  forehead  of  the 
fon.  The  firlt  and  moll  prominent 
feature  in  the  political  character  of 
lord  Chatham  was  antigallic  an.  His 
glory  was  founded  on  the  refillance 
he  made  to  the  united  power  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  The  prefent  mi- 
niller  had  taken  the  oppofite  road  to 
fame  ;  and  France,  the  objeCl  of 
every  holtile  principle  in  the  policy 
of  lord  Chatham,  was  the  gens  arm - 
ciffima  of  the  fon. 

With  refpeCt  to  its  commercial  ef¬ 
fects.  he  was  alfo  of  opinion,  that  the 
confumption  of  Britilh  manufactures 
in  France  would  not  be  fo  great  as 
was  expeCted  ;  and  that  our  fuperi- 
ority,  in  the  articles  of  cotton  and 
woollen  efpecially,  was  in  its  nature 
tranlitory,  and  from  many  circum- 
itances  very  precarious. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  revenue,  he 
obferved,  that  there  was  fomething 
very  extraordinary  in  the  conduct 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
Fie  had  declared  the  finances  of  the 
country  to  be  in  fo  flourilhing  a 
condition,  as  to  afford  an  unquef- 
tionable  furplus  of  a  million  and 
upwards  annually.  From  what 
caufe  could  a  faCl  fo  full  of  confo- 
lation  and  encouragement  to  this 
country  arife,  but  from  that  long- 
ellablilhed,  wife,  and  fuccefsful  fyf- 
tem  of  commerce,  which  the  prefent 
treaty  with  France  was  intended  to 
fubvert  ? 

Mr.  Francis  concluded  with  re¬ 
marking,  that  there  was  a  fourth 
point  of  view  in  which  the  treaty 
had  not  yet  been  confidered  ;  and 
that  was,  from  the  effeCl  it  might 
have  upon  our  navy.  One  certain 

cifeCt, 
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effect,  and  indeed  an  avowed  princi¬ 
ple  of  the  treaty,  was,  to  fuhfiitute 
a  near  commercial  market  in  the 
place  of  a  remote  one.  Now  what 
was  the  immediate  operation  of  fuch 
a  fubllitution  ?  A  commercial  inter- 
courfe  with  France  would  be  earned 
oil  by  iliort.  trips,  and  by  feamen, 
perhaps  even  by  landmen,  who  nei¬ 
ther  Wanted  much  experience,  nor 
could  poffibly  gain  any  in  fuch  "a  na¬ 
vigation.  The  whole  of  it  would  be 
performed  by  fkippers,  finugglers, 
and  packet-boats,  and  j  uft  as  ealily 
by  the  French  as  the  Englifli. 

Mr.  Powys  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  treaty  was  not  fafe  in  its  policy, 
and  that  it  put  the  commercial  in- 
terefls  of  this  country  unneceffarily 
to  hazard.  He  conceived  the  glafs 
manufadtory  might  be  utterly  ruin¬ 
ed  ;  and  he  greatly  doubted  whether 
in  the  end  the  cotton  trade  would 
not  be  injured  confiderably. 

Mr.  Baring,  the  member  for  Exe¬ 
ter,  and  himfelf  a  perfon  of  great 
commercial  dealings,  thought  the 
treaty,  as  far  as  his  conhderation  of 
it  had  gone,  had  both  its  advantages 
and  disadvantages ;  but  upon  the 
whole,  commercially  confidered, 
his  opinion  went  in  its  favour.  He 
expreffed  however  great  anxiety 
upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  treaty  with 
Portugal  :  he  did  not  think  our 
trade  fo  neceffary  to  that  country 
as  was  imagined  ;  (he  might  fupply 
herfelf  with  woollens  and  fifh  from 
France  ;  and  as  to  her  wines,  it 
was  the  opinion  of  many  people  ill 
that  country,  that  Hie  would  profit 
by  rooting  up  all  her  vineyards, 
and  growing  wheat,  of  which  Ihe  is 
now  obliged  to  import  a  ;very  great 
quantity. 

The  treaty  was  defended  by  Mr. 
Grenville  upon  the  ground  occu¬ 
pied  by  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  the  ques¬ 


tion  being  at  length  called  for, 
Mr.  F  ox’s  amendment  was  nega¬ 
tived  ;  and  the  refolution  moved 
agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  248 
to  1 18. 

This  day,  the  houfe  -p,  ,  . 

,  ,  7  j  Feb.  icth. 

having  been  engaged  J 

for  a  confiderable  time  in  other  bu- 

fmefs,  Mr.  Pitt  at  a  late  hour  pro- 

pofed,  that  the  committee  fiiould 

again  be  formed  for  the  confideration 

of  the  commercial  treaty.  This  was 

llrongly  oppofed,  as  taking  the  houfe 

by  furprize  ;  but,  upon  a  divifion, 

Mr.  Pitt’s  motion  was  carried  by  a 

majority  of  ^45  to  59. 

The  houfe  being  accordingly  re- 
folved  into  a  committee,  Mr.  Pitt 
read,  without  any  preface,  his  fecond 
refolution,  “  That  the  wines  of 
“  France  be  imported  into  this 
“  country  upon  as  low  duties  as  the 
“  prefent  duties  paid  on  the  impor- 
u  tation  of  Portugal  wines.” 

Mr.  Flood,  in  a  long  and  elo¬ 
quent  fpeech,  took  this  occafion  of 
delivering  his  opinion  upon  the  ge¬ 
neral  merits  of  the  treaty.  He 
concurred  with  Mr.  Fox  in  confi- 
dering  Great  Britain  and  France  as 
natural  rivals.  They  have  been 
rivals,  he  faid,  for  more  than  a 
century,  and  they  mull  continue 
rivals,  unlefs  France  on  the  one 
hand  had  completely  changed  the 
principles  of  her  conduct,  and  un¬ 
lefs  Great  Britain  had  abandoned 
her  character  and  condition  as  the 
guardian  of  the  balance  of  power, 
and  of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  on 
the  other.  It  has  often  been  the 
aim  of  France  to  conned!  herfelf 
with  this  country  by  a  commercial 
treaty  ;  and  it  has  ever  been  the 
uniform  determination  of  this  coun¬ 
try  to  refufe  to  enter  into  any  fuch 
connection.  It  followed  then,  as  a 
neceffary  ccnfequence,  that  if  the 

former 
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former  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
had  been  wife  and  prudent,  its 
prefent  conduct  was  weak  and  im¬ 
politic. 

He  then  conlidered  the  treaty  in 
a  commercial  point  of  view,  and 
particularly  the  ftrefs  that  had  been 
laid  upon  the  idea,  that  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  was  a  country  of  manufac¬ 
tures,  France  a  country  of  produce. 
The  polition,  he  contended,  was 
incorrect  ;  the  fac'd:  being,  that 
France  at  this  time  was  one  of  the 
greatell  manufacturing  countries  in 
the  world  ;  and  it  was  notorionfty  a 
countr}'  every  way  our  fuperior  in 
reipeft  to  the  natural  produce  of  the 
foil. 

He  obferved,  that  it  had  been 
maintained  that  the  iilence  of  our 
manufacturers  was  a  ftrong  proof  of 
their  acquiefcence,  and  of  their  be¬ 
ing  perfectly  fatisfied  with  the  trea¬ 
ty.  He  denied  the  inference,  and 
he  alfo  denied  the  faCt  upon  which 
it  was  founded,  namely,  that  the 
manufacturers  had  four  months  to 
confider  the  treaty,  to  examine  its 
bearings,  and  to  form  a  judgment  on 
its  probable  effeCts.  The  treaty, 
he  faid,  was  not  completely  before 
the  public  till  the  convention  came, 
and  was  printed.  From  that  time 
it  had  been  open  to  confideration 
only  fourteen  days,  previous  to  its 
being  brought  forward  in  the  houfe; 
and  when  the  day  came  for  his  ma- 
jefty’s  minifters  to  bring  on  the  dit- 
cuffion,  on  that  day  a  petition  was 
prefcnted  from  the  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Flood  faid,  that  he  had  a 
right  to  aflume,  that  if  the  manufac¬ 
turers  could  be  brought  to  the  bar 
and  examined,  they  would  give  their 
opinion  againft  the  treaty  ;  and  if  he 
was  afked,  what  induced  him  to  en¬ 
tertain  fuch  a  belief?  he  would  an- 


fwer,  the  evidence  the  manufa&u.. 
rers  had  already  delivered  on  oath. 
If  he  was  aiked,  where  that  evidence 
had  been  depofed  ?  he  would  fay, 
when  the  treaty  with  Ireland  was 
under  difeuffion.  If  the  manufactu¬ 
rers  were  brought  to  the  bar,  and 
upon  being  interrogated,  faid  they 
approved  of  the  treaty  with  France, 
he  would  alk  them,  why  they  had 
been  afraid  of  Ireland,  and  were  not 
afraid  of  France  ?  Was  it  that 
France  was  a  manufacturing  country, 
and  that  Ireland  was  not  ?  Was  it 
that  France  had  four  times  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  Ireland,  eight  times  the  po¬ 
pulation,  and  forty  times  the  capi¬ 
tal  ?  He  purfued  the  comparison 
further,  and  {hewed  that  France  had 
every  circumftance  in  her  favoui  as 
a  powerful  rival  and  competitor  in 
commerce  with  Great  Britain,  whilft 
Ireland  had  every  thing  againft  her. 
After  putting  this  very  pointedly, 
he  proceeded  to  (hew,  that  true  po¬ 
licy  would  have  cholen  a  commer¬ 
cial  connexion  with  Ireland,  in 
preference  to  a  commercial  con¬ 
nection  with  France.  The  latter, 
being,  as  he  had  deferibed  her  to 
be,  a  great  manufacturing  country, 
as  well  as  a  country  eminent  for 
its  fuperiority  in  refpeCt  to  its  na¬ 
tural  produce,  was  able  to  fupply 
its  own  wants  ;  whereas  Ireland  was 
not  able  to  fupply  herfelf,  but  mufl 
be  fupplied  from  Great  Britain. 
He  contended,  that  a  country  that 
wanted  much,  not  a  country  that 
wanted  little,  was  that  alone  which 
was  likely  to  prove  ufeful  to  Great 
Britain  in  a  commercial  connec¬ 
tion. 

It  was,  he  faid,  to  be  lamented, 
that  the  treaty  with  Portugal  had 
not  been  fettled  before  wc  treated 
with  France,  who,  inllead  of  being 
[F]  2  the 
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the  firft*  ought  to  have  been  the 
lafl  power  with  whom  we  nego- 
ciatedw  He  argued  very  forcibly 
to  prove  thisj  and  {hewed,  that 
Portugal  was  put  into  an  unfafe 
fituation  with  regard  to  us,  by 
having  been  left  as  fhe  was.  The 
treaty  with  France  put  it  out  of  our 
power  to  prove  as  ufeful  to  her  as 
we  had  hitherto  been.  The  reafon 
of  her  connection  with  us  was  the 
ch  ar.acter  and  ilation  we  had  filled, 
of  guardian  of  the  liberties  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  a  protection  againfl  the  in¬ 
ordinate  ambition  of  France.  That 
flat... an  we  no  longer  filled,  and  con- 
feqnently  we  could  no  longer  prove 
that  ufeful  friend  we  had  hitherto 
been  to  her. 

He  mentioned  the  trade  which 
France  was  endeavouring  to  carry  on 
with  America  ; — America,  he  faid, 
wanted  long  credit,  and  France 
could  not  give  it  her  ;  but  now  fhe 
would  take  credit  from  the  Englifh 
merchants,  and  lend  it  to  that 
country. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  rofe  in  anfwer 
to  Mr.  Flood.  Fie  faid,  that  the 
right  honourable  member’s  fpeech 
abounded  with  falfe  reafoning,  and 
unwarrantable  conclulions.  He  had 
afferted  that  the  manufacturers  dif- 
liked  the  treaty  :  of  his  own  know¬ 
ledge  he  could  take  upon  him  to 
affert  the  reverfe  was  the  fad.  He 
had  feen  a  great  number  of  the  ma¬ 
nufacturers  of  different  defcriptions, 
he  had  eonverfed  with  them  upon 
the  fubjeCt,  and  they  all  highly  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  treaty.  He  next  ad- 
drefled  himfelf  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  faid, 
he  heartily  wifhed  he  would  come 
down  to  that  houfe  coolly  and  dif- 
'  paffionately ;  that  he  would  fome- 
times  forget  that  he  was  a  politician, 
and  coniider  matters  under  difcuf* 
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fion  with  a  greater  degree  of  atten* 
tion  to  their  particular  merits.  He 
afked,  to  what  end  it  was  to  tell  a 
poor  cottager,  groaning  under  a  load 
of  taxes  and  fitting  with  fcarcely  a 
fnuff  of  candle  to  light  him,  while  he 
was  poring  over  a  newfpaper,  con¬ 
taining  a  violent  fpeech  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  fo  put  to¬ 
gether  that  the  fenfe  of  it  could 
fcarcely  be  made  out,  that  he  was  a 
balancer  of  the  power  of  pmrope, 
and  a  proteClor  of  its  liberties  ! 
Was  that,  faid  Mr.  Wilberforce,  a 
proper  language  to  be  told  to  fuch  a 
man  ?  Was  it  likely  to  flimulate  him 
to  better  exertions  or  induftry  ?  He 
declared  he  had  been  run  away  with 
frequently  by  the  oratory  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
obliged  to  appeal  to  his  reafon  and 
his  principles  to  prevent  being  de¬ 
claimed  out  of  his  underflanding. 
Laftly,  Mr.  Wilberforce  addreffed 
himfelf  to  Mr.  Powys,  as  a  country 
gentleman,  and  preffed  it  home  to 
members  of  that  defcription,  whether 
the  way  to  get  rid  of  a  four  fhillings 
in  the  pound  land-tax  was  by  holding 
the  balance  of  Europe,  or  by  extends 
ing  our  commerce,  and  encreafing 
the  fale  of  our  manufactures. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  to  condemn  the 
low  and  defponding  arguments  urged 
by  the  lafl  fpeaker.  Fie  wifhed  to 
know  if  that  was  the  language  meant 
to  be  maintained ;  he  wifhed  fome 
perfons  in  authority  would  Hand  up 
and  fay  fo,  becaufe  he  could  them 
meet  it  fairly.  Would  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to 
him  declare,  that  we  were  no  longer 
in  a  fituation  to  hold  the  balance  of 
power  in  Europe,  and  to  be  looked 
up  to  as  the  proteClor  of  its  liber¬ 
ties  ?  He  fliould  be  glad  to  come  at 
that  point.  As  to  the  affertion,  that 

a  poor 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [85 


a  poor  cottager  was  not  to  be  talked 
to  in  that  drain,  he  mull  maintaip 
that  he  was  ;  and  notwithdanding 
the  prefTure  of  taxes  under  which 
the  lower  order  of  people  in  this 
country  laboured,  yet  it  was  a  com¬ 
fort  to  him  to  hear  that  fiie  was  the 
balance  of  power,  and  the  protes¬ 
tor  of  the  liberties  of  Europe.  This 
it  was  that  enabled  him  to  bear  his 
poverty  with  cheerfulnefs,  and  to 
feel  the  fatisfaSlion,  amidd  all  his 
didrefs,  of  reflecting  on  the  thought 
of  his  being  one  of  the  fubjeCts  of 
a  free  country,  whofe  chara&eridic 
it  was  to  balance  the  power  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Mr.  Powys  alfo  rofe  in  anfwer  to 
Mr.  Wilberforce’s  addrefs  to  him 
as  a  country  gentleman,  and  faid, 
the  country  gentleman  who  fhould 
govern  his  public  conduCl  by  mere 
conflderation  of  private  intered,  was 
a  miferable  animal  indeed.  No 
impreflion  ariflng  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  the  land-tax  being  four 
fhillings  in  the  pound,  or  even  more, 
fhould  induce  him  to  vote  upon  a 
matter  of  great  public  importance 
differently  from  what  he  confcien- 
tioufly  believed  would  be  moll  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  It  was 
upon  that  impulfe  that  he  had  voted 
againft  the  resolution  of  Monday, 
and  the  fame  motive  would  direct 
his  vote  that  night. 

Mr.  Alderman  Watfon  was  a- 
gainfl  the  treaty,  as  running  too 
great  an  hazard  when  we  had  fo 
much  to  lofe.  He  begged  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  recolleCt  to  what  an  ado- 
nifhing  height  of  profperity  our 
commerce  had  rifen  upon  its  old 
and  eftablifhed  principles.  In  the 
year  1677  we  had  but  one  veffef, 
with  lingering  fails,  a  Angle  folitary 
bottom,  that  went  to  the  Baltic  ;  in 
1 786  we  had  feveral  hundreds.  He 


commented  on  this  difference,  and 
argued  that  it  proved  in  how  flou- 
rifhing  a  date  the  trade  of  this 
country  now  is,  and  at  the  fame 
time  {hewed  how  cautious  we  fhould 
be  in  taking  any  Hep  that  might 
affect  it.  He  further  remarked  that 
France  and  America  were  in  con¬ 
nection  ;  that  the  latter  fent  her  pro¬ 
duce  to  France,  and  was  fupplied 
from  France..  France,  therefore, 
by  the  commercial  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  might  enable  herfdf  to  ful¬ 
fil  all  her  American  commiffions  at 
the  expence  of  Britifh  credit.  This 
he  conceived  deferred  their  moil 
ferrous  conhderaticn. 

On  the  part  of  adminiftration,  the 
treaty  was  defended  by  Mr.  Dun- 
das.  He  had  heard,  he  faid,  a  great 
deal  of  excellent  political  {pecula¬ 
tion,  but  he  did  not  conceive  in 
what  manner  thofe  arguments  could 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  prefent 
treaty.  He  could  not  fee  what  re¬ 
lation  they  had  to  it,  being  fully 
fatisfl ed  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  treaty  that  in  the  fmalleft  de¬ 
gree  tended  to  throw  a  difficulty  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  way  of  this  country’s 
taking  any  political  part  againft 
France  that  (he  thought  proper,  or 
of  entering  into  an  alliance  with  any 
other  power.  What  was  the  treaty, 
but  a  meafure  calculated  to  enable 
her  to  circulate  the  manufactures  of 
her  own  artizans  in  a  much  greater 
degree  than  ever  file  could  do  here¬ 
tofore,  by  opening  to  her  one  of 
the  mod  extenfive  markets  in  the 
world  ;  and  in  doing  fo  where  was 
the  danger  ?  He  contended  that  it 
was  wife  in  this  country,  during  a 
time  of  peace,  to  take  advantage  of 
the  circumdance,  and,  by  extending 
our  commerce,  to  reduce  her  debt? 
and  to  dll  the  coffers  of  the  date. 
It  was  the  drd  obje<ff.  of  a  minider 

in  3  .  of 
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of  this  country,  that  he  fhould  not 
be  afraid  of  faying  to  a  French  mi- 
nifter,  44  If  you  want  to  make  war 
4*  with  this  country,  begin  when  you 
44  pleafe,  and  where  you  pleafe  ;  if 
44  m  the  eaft,  you  will  find  an  army 
44  ready,  and  a  full  treafury  ;  the 
44  fame  in  the  weft,  and  the  fame 
44  in  Europe.” 

Before  the  queftion  was  put,  Mr. 
Fox  moved,  byway  of  amendment, 
that  the  following  words  be  added 
to  it :  44  That  the  duties  on  the 
44  importation  of  Portugal  wines 
44  fhould  at  the  fame  time  be  low- 
44  ered  one  third.”  This,  Mr.  F ox 
obferved,  would  be  an  effedlu&l 
means  of  preferving  the  Methuen 
treaty  in  full  force,  fo  far  as  related 
to  our  part  of  the  obligation,  and 
would  enable  government  more  ad- 
vantageoufty  to  negociate  the  pend¬ 
ing  treaty  with  Portugal. 

This  motion  was  negatived  with¬ 
out  farther  difcuflion,  by  91  to  76, 
and  the  original  refolution  put  and 
carried. 

Feb  1 6th  The  <h''  faiowing 
Mr.  Fox  made  his  lull 

effort  to  induce  the  houfe  to  take 
foitie  ltep  for  fecuring  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  Methuen  treaty  and 
averting  the  danger,  to  which  he 
contended  it  was  expofed  by  the 
refolution  they  had  come  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night — a  refolution,  which 
if  not  followed  by  forne  correfpon- 
dent  propofition  refpecting  Portu¬ 
gal,  would  manifeft  a  difregard  to 
that  nation  little  fhort  of  a  direct 
affront. 

He  had  been  defcribed,  be  fa  id, 
on  the  former  day,  as  a  perfon  fond 
of  talking  of  alliances  with  foreign 
courts,  of  treaties,  and  of  negocia- 
tions.  He  did  not  conceive  how  he 
could  avoid  in  that  houfe  frequently 
difcuffing  topics  of  that  nature,  un- 
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lefs  they  were  to  take  the  advice 
that  one  member  had  given,  and 
no  longer  to  confider  themfelves  as  ■ 
politicians.  Till  then  he  muft  be 
excufed  if  he  continued  to  think 
that  it  became  him  and  every  gentle¬ 
man,  who  fat  within  thole  walls, 
to  confider  himfelf  as  a  politician, 
and  to  direct  his  opinions  and  con¬ 
duct  accordingly. 

Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to  ftate 
the  immenfe  importance  of  the  object 
he  brought  before  them  ;  a  fure 
market  for  our  manufactures  to  the 
amount  of  near  a  million  annually, 
and  principally  for  a  fpecies  of  ma¬ 
nufacture  faleable  in  no  other.  He 
next  adverted  to  her  importance  to 
us  as  an  ally  ;  and  remarked,  that  but 
for  her  we  fhould  not  have  had  in 
the  lait  war  a  friendly  port  from 
Gottenburgh  to  Gibraltar. 

Having  ftrongly  dated  thefe  fadts, 
he  contended,  that  if  the  houfe  did 
not  come  to  an  immediate  refolution 
44  That  the  duties  on  the  wines  of 
44  Portugal  fhould  be  lowered  one- 
44  third,”  they  not  only  virtually 
broke  the  Methuen  treaty,  but  paid 
France  a  compliment  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  Portugal,  by  holding  it  out 
to  all  the  world,  that  during  the 
courfe  of  their  proceedings  Frartce 
was  preferred,  and  her  interefts  firft 
attended  to. 

Nor  was  there,  in  due  parliamen¬ 
tary  form,  any  grounds  whatever, 
upon  which  they  could  decently  fuf- 
pend  an  adf  cxprellive  of  their  rea- 
dinefs  to  comply  with  the  Methuen 
treaty.  They  had  indeed  heard  of 
negociations  pending  with  Portugal, 
and  they  had  heard  of  grievances 
complained  of ;  but  they  neither 
knevV  the  grievances  nor  the  ftate 
of  the  negociations,  and  therefore, 
as  a  houfe  of  parliament,  they  had 
no  grounds  whatever  to  induce  them 

to 
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to  aCt  otherwife  than  as  if  no  nego¬ 
tiation  was  pending,  nor  any  com¬ 
plaints  or  grievances  exiiling.  He 
concluded  with  moving  an  inftruc- 
*on  to  the  committee  on  the  com¬ 
mercial  treaty  to  the  purport  he  had 
before  mentioned. 

The  motion  Was  fupported  with 
great  ability  by  fir  Grey  Cooper, 
and  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  as  inter¬ 
fering  by  a  premature  refolution  in 
a  matter  delegated  by  the  conllituti- 
on  to  the  executive  government. 
With  refpeCt  to  what  had  been  faid 
of  the  houfe  having  no  parliamen¬ 
tary  knowledge  of  a  pending  nego- 
ciation,  he  afferted  that  a  declarati¬ 
on  delivered  by  him  in  his  place, 
and  as  a  minifter,  that  fuch  a  ne- 
gociation  was  pending,  was  entitled 
to  be  confidered  as  formal  parlia¬ 
mentary  information.  Pie  concluded 
with  repeating  his  declaration,  that 
he  had  every  reafon  to  expeCt  the 
negociation  would  prove  fuccefs- 
ful  ;  if,  however,  it  fhould  not  fuc- 
ceed,  he  would  lay  before  the  houfe, 
for  their  judgments,  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  had  failed. 

Upon  this  iffue,  and  the  refponfi- 
bility  which  the  minifter  agreed  to 
take  upon  himfelf^-Mr.  Fox  con- 
fented  to  withdraw  his  motion  ;  and 
the  houfe  being  refolved  into  a  com¬ 
mittee,  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  move 
the  feveral  refolutions  for  impoling 
certain  duties  upon  the  various  arti¬ 
cles  of  merchandize  fpecified  in  the 
tariff,  as  contained  in  the  llxth  arti¬ 
cle  of  the  treaty. 

When  the  reduced  duty  upon  bran- 
dy  was  moved,  Mr.  Pitt  was  afked, 
■whether  he  meant  to  accompany 
that  alteration  with  a  reduction  of 
the  duties  on  rum  ?  He  anfwered, 
that  he  did ;  and  that  it  was  intend¬ 
ed  to  place  them  exactly  in  the  fame 
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relation  to  each  other  in  which  they 
Hood  in  the  year  1778. 

Tlie  refolution  refpeCting  a  reci¬ 
procal  duty  of  30  per  cent,  upon 
beer  occafioned  fome  converfation, 
in  which  Mr.  Whitbread,  the  moll 
eminent  brewer  of  this  country, 
gave  it  as  hjs  opinion,  that  when  it 
was  confidered  that  to  this ,  import 
duty  were  to  be  added  the  exiiling 
internal  duties  in  each  countiy, 
which  in  .England  were  very  high 
and  in  France  very  low,  the  terms/ 
upon  the  whole  were  in  our  favour. 

The  duty  of  12  per  cent,  upon 
cottons  was  objeCted  to,  as  not  fuf- 
licieiit  to  proteCt  the  home  manu¬ 
facture,  and  more  efpecially  as  fo 
much  of  the  raw  material  was  pur- 
chafed  from  foreigners,  who  might 
charge  it  with  what  duty  they  pleaf- 
ed.  The  French,  it  was  faid,  had 
already  Ihewn  a  difpofition  to.  throw 
this  obftacle  in  our  way,  by  a  treaty 
they  were  endeavouring  to  nego- 
ciate  with  Portugal,  to  purchafe  all 
the  Brazil  cotton  wool,  and  by  laying 
an  additional  duty  of  five -pence  per 
pound  on  that  of  her  own  colonies. 
In  anfwer  to  thefe  objections  it  was 
afferted,  that  the  fuperiority  of  our 
manufa&urers,  both  in  indultry  and 
ingenuity,  was  fo  manifeft,  as  to 
leave  no  room  for  any  apprehen- 
fions  of  their  Inhering  by  any  com¬ 
petition  ;  and  that  the  fliort  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  treaty,  which  was  only 
for  twelve  years,  was  a  fufficient 
fecurity  againft  the  dreaded  emi- 
grat'on  of  our  manufacturers.  With 
refpeCt  to  the  raw  material,  our 
purfe  would  always  command  it ; 
and  fome  gentlemen  conceived  we 
might  foon  be  able  to  fupply  o\ir- 
feives  from  our  own  illands. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  article  of 
glafs,  it  was  objeCted  by  fir  M.  W. 

[F]  4  Ridley, 
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Ridley,  that  it  would  entirely  ruin 
the  Britifh  plate-glafs  manufactory 
in  England.  For,  he  faid,  a  glafs 
of  ninety  inches  would  coft  one 
hundred  guineas,  whereas  in  France 
a  glafs  of  the  fame  dimenfions  might 
be  purchafed  for  forty  ;  to  this  if 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  were 
added,  it  would  ftill  leave  the 
French  almoft  one  half  cheaper 
than  the  Fnglifh.  Our  home  duties 
on  glafs  were  fo  high,  that  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  fcarcely  a- 
mounted  to  one  fourth  of  the  duty 
that  would  be  fufficient  to  proteCt 
that  article. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved  in  reply,  that 
the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  were 
not  the  cnly  duties  that  would  be  pay¬ 
able  in  future  on  French  plate  glafs 
imported,  a  right  being  referved  by 
the  treaty  to  lay  on  duties  to  coun¬ 
tervail  the  internal  duties  of  excife 
paid  on  the  glafs  manufactured  in 
the  country  into  which  the  impor¬ 
tation  fbould  be  made. 

Mr.  Fox  allowed,  that  if  France 
would  con  fen  t  to  underftand  the 
treaty  in  this  light,  and  admit  the 
diftinCtion  between  the  nominal  and 
internal  duties,  it  would  do  veiy 
well  ;  but  the  treaty  would  not 
bear  the  conftruCtion. 

Mr.  Grenville  faid,  that  the  two 


countries,  intending  to  a£t  with 
good  faith  and  plain  dealings  to¬ 
wards  each  other,  would  take  fuch 
meafures  as  Ihould  remove  all  doubts 
on  the  fubjeCt. 

Resolutions  upon  the  feveral  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  tariff  were  then  moved 
and  agreed  to. 

Feh  1  nth  9?  tlle  Mont%  fo1' 

^  '  losing  the  report  of 

the  committee  upon  the  commercial 

treaty  was  brought  up,  and  on  the 

ufual  motion  being  made,  that  the 

lioufe  do  agree  to  the  fame,  notice 


was  taken  of  the  omiffion  of  the  men¬ 
tion  of  Ireland  both  in  the  treaty  and 
the  tariff  ;  and  it  was  afked,  whether 
or  no  fhe  was  underftood  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  it  ?  To  this  queftion  Mr. 
Pitt  replied,  that  Ireland  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  entitled  to  all  the  benefits 
of  the  French  treaty  ;  but  it  was 
entirely  at  her  own  option,  whether 
fhe  fhould  choofe  to  avail  herfelf  of 
thofe  advantages  ;  for  it  was  only 
to  be  done  by  her  pafling  fuch  laws 
as  fhould  put  the  tariff  on  the  fame 
footing  in  that  country  as  it  was 
ftipulated  fhould  be  done  in  this. 
Had  the  adoption  of  the  treaty  by 
Ireland  been  a  ftipulation  neceflary 
to  be  performed  before  it  could  be 
finally  concluded  on  by  this  country, 
then  this  country  would  have  been 
deprived  of  all  the  benefits  refulting 
from  it  in  the  event  of  Ireland’s  re- 
fufal. 

This  explanation  did  not  fatisfy 
Mr.  Flood,  who  again  afked,  what 
fecurity  Ireland  had  for  her  fhare 
of  the  advantages  which  the  treaty 
held  out  to  Great  Britain,  if  any  ad¬ 
vantages  were  likely  to  arife  from 
it,  any  more  than  fhe  had  that  the 
court  of  Lifbon  would  extend  to 
her  the  advantages  of  the  Methuen 
treaty;  of  which  it  was  well  known 
fhe  had  refufed  to  fuffer  Ireland  to 
participate,  in  violation  of  the  fpirit 
and  meaning  of  that  treaty;  of  which 
breach  of  treaty  on  the  part  of  Portu¬ 
gal,  although  ithad  been  five  years  in 
negociaticm,  no  redrefs  had  yet  been 
obtained  tor  Ireland  l  Mr.  Flood 
ftated  his  conviction,  that  the  com¬ 
mercial  treaty  was  neither  likely  to 
be  a  benefit  to  Great  Britain  nor 
Ireland  ;  and  he  thought  a  ftronger 
proof  of  its  defeats  could  not  be 
dated  to  the  friends  of  Ireland  (and 
every  honefl  Briton  muft  be  the 
friend  of  Ireland,  becaufe  her  in- 

terefts 
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t.erefts  were  fo  deeply  involved  and 
interwoven  with  the  intereffs  of 
Great  Britain,  that  they  were  in- 
feparable  confiderations)  than  the 
extraordinary  pofition  in  which  it 
would  place  the  two  countries  of 
France  and  Ireland,  with  refpeeft  to 
England  and  to  each  other  ;  by  en¬ 
titling  France  to  commercial  privi¬ 
leges  and  advantages  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  which  Ireland  was  not  en¬ 
titled,  and  by  entitling  Ireland  to 
greater  privileges  and  advantages 
in  France  than  ihe  could  obtain  in 
Great  Britain. 

This  fpeech  produced  a  warm  re¬ 
ply  from  Mr.  Grenville,  who  faid, 
that  Great  Britain  had  two  years 
ago  made  a  liberal  offer  to  Ireland, 
which  the  parliament  of  that  milled 
and  infatuated  people  had  been  per- 
fuaded  to  refufe  ;  and  that  it  ill  be¬ 
came  thofe,  who  had  principally  ftood 
forward  to  perfuade  that  affembly 
to  reieeff  the  offer,  to  be  afterwards 
among  the  foremoft  to  endeavour  to 
prevent  this  country  from  carrying 
into  execution  a  treaty  with  France, 
which  was  concluded  with  a  view  to 
the  benefit  of  Great  Britain,  and  in 
which  Ireland  was  alfo  included,  if 
Ihe  chofe  to  avail  herfelf  of  the  be¬ 
nefit. 

The  report  was  finally  agreed  to, 
upon  a  diviiion,  by  a  great  ma¬ 
jority. 

-p,  ,  ^  n  We  are  now  arrived  at 

*  e  ^  i  t.  tjie  ja^  debate  which 

this  important  meafure  gave  rife  to 
in  the  houfe  of  commons.  It  was 
upon  an  addrefs  moved  by  Mr. 
Blackburne,  member  for  Lancafhire, 
44  to  thank  his  majelty  for  the  foli- 
44  citude  he  had  been  graciouffy 
44  pleafed  to  evince,  in  forming  a 
44  treaty  of  commerce  between 
44  Great  Britain  and  France  ;  af- 
44  furing  him,  that  the  houfe  con- 
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44  ceived  that  the  moil  happy  effeeff s 
44  would  refult  from  it  to  his  faith- 
44  ful  fubjecls,  and  that  they  would 
44  take  ever)'  neceffary  ffep  to  render 
44  the  aegociation  effectual. ” 

In  l'upport  of  the  addrefs,  he  faid, 
that  he  had  received  letters  from 
feveral  of  his  conllituents,  informing 
him,  that  a  numerous  meeting  of 
the  cotton  manufacturers  had  been 
held  at  Manchefter,  in  confequence 
of  a  kind  of  remonftrance  which  they 
had  feen  in  the  public  prints  again  ft 
the  commercial  treaty,  from  the 
chamber  of  manufacturers  ;  and 
that,  after  a  fericus  deliberation, 
and  a  full  difcuffion  of  the  fubjet, 
they  confidered  the  treaty  as  highly 
beneficial  to  this  country  in  genera], 
and  to  the  cotton  manufacture  in 
particular.  They  defired  him  alfo 
to  inform  the  houfe,  that  they 
neither  approved  of  the  condut  of 
the  chamber  of  commerce,  nor  had 
delegated  any  perfon  to  represent 
them  in  any  body,  when  the  petition, 
praying  for  time  to  confider  the  fub¬ 
jet  was  carried. 

The  honourable  captain  Berkeley, 

(member  for  Gloucefterfhire )  fe- 

conded  the  motion  ;  and  faid,  that 

the  treaty  had  met  the  approbation 

of  manv  bodies  of  woollen  manu- 
* 

faturers  amongft  his  conllituents. 
It  was  in  France  only  that  it  was 
condemned,  as  being  too  advanta¬ 
geous  to  England,  and  likely  to 
ruin  the  French  manufactures.  The 
people  of  Abbeville  in  particular 
had  already  declared,  that,  if  the 
treaty  ffiQtild  be  carried  into  effect, 
they  muff  be  inevitably  undone. 

In  oppofition  to  the  addrefs  Mr. 
Grey,  the  reprefentative  for  North¬ 
umberland,  made  his  maiden  fpeech, 
and  affonifhed  the  houfe  by  another 
of  thole  wonderful  difplays  of  orato¬ 
rical  abilities,  which  in  the  courfe  of 

a  few 
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a  few  years  had  burft  forth  in  fuch 
torrents,  on  every  fide,  amongft  its 
younger  members.  Mr.  Grey  was 
not  inferior  to  any  of  thofe,  who 
preceded  him,  in  copioufnefs  and  ele¬ 
gance  of  dicdion,  in  ftrength  of  ar¬ 
gument,  or  in  perfpicuity  of  ar¬ 
rangement,  and  fuperior  to  them  all 
in  the  graces  of  elocution.  It  is  to 

O 

be  lamented  that  we  are  not  able  to 
give  our  readers  a  fpecimen  of  his 
extraordinary  talents  ;  and  muff  con¬ 
tent  ourfelves  with  a  bare  enumera¬ 
tion  of  the  arguments  he  principally 
relied  upon. 

He  agreed  with  Mr.  Fox  in  con¬ 
sidering  die  general  policy  of  the 
meafure  as  by  far  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  objedl  it  involved — he  Hated 
at  larue  the  relative  fituation  and 

o 

political  intereils  of  the  two  nations, 
and  from  thence  inferred  the  wif- 
dom  of  that  eflabliihed  fyflem  of  our 
policy,  in  which  France  had  al¬ 
ways  been  regarded  with  the  moll 
fufpicious  jealoufy  at  leaft,  if  not  as 
our  natural  foe.  He  confirmed  thefe 
opinions  by  a  reference  to  our  un¬ 
varied  experience  ;  and  alked  upon 
what  grounds  it  was  prefumed  that 
fhe  had  at  once  totally  abandoned 
all  her  ancient  political  principles, 
and  had  no  longer  any  objedl  in  view 
inimical  to  our  intereils  ? 

He  endeavoured  to  prove,  that 
the  prefent  moment  was  perhaps 
that  of  all  others,  in  which  our 
jealoufy  ought  to  be  the  moft  awake, 
and  in  which  we  had  the  leaft  rea- 
fon  for  repofmg  any  confidence  in 
her.  With  this  view  he  read  a  Hate 
paper,  which  had  palled  between 
the  French  minifter  and  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Paris.  It  contained  a 
propofition  on  the  part  of  France 
to  concede  to  that  country,  without 
flipulation,  a  great  variety  of  com¬ 


mercial  advantages  detrimental  to 
her  own  revenues,  in  which  no 
other  European  nation,  not  even 
the  Spaniards,  were  indulged.  And 
was  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  France 
really  expedited  no  equivalent  ?  She 
doubtlefs  expected  it  in  a  monopoly 
of  that  trade,  which  we  once  enjoyed 
and  which  conftituted  two  thirds  of 
our  commercial  marine  : — fhe  ex¬ 
pedited  in  the  augmentation  of  her 
own  navy  and  the  ruin  of  ours. 
Whilft  (lie  was  enticing  us  by  what 
had  been  juftly  called  a  tempting 
bait,  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  with  her  for  the  fupply  of 
her  own  market,  fhe  had  been  fecur- 
ing  cultomers  to  take  the  commodi¬ 
ties  off  her  hands  ;  and  thus  not 
only  to  become  the  carrier,  but  to 
trade  to  an  extent  (lie  had  hitherto 
been  unable  to  afpire  at,  upon  the 
capital  of  this  country. 

Another  objedl  which  he  believed 
France  had  in  view,  was  to  render 
us  as  much  politically  infulated,  as 
we  were  infulated  in  our  local  fitu¬ 
ation. — One  effe£l  which  fhe  would 
look  for  in  this  tempting  treaty  was, 
to  draw  us  off  from  feeking  alliances 
with  the  reft  of  Europe  ;  it  had  al¬ 
ready,  in  fome  degree,  produced 
this  effedft,  as  was  manifell  from 
the  coldnefs  which  minifters  dif- 
covered  with  refpedft  to  the  Methuen 
treaty. 

He  earneftlv  recommended,  in- 
Head  of  the  prefent  treaty,  a  more 
intimate  connexion  with  America — 
fuch  an  intercourle  would  be  the 
moft  eligible  for  Great  Britain  that 
could  be  devifed,  and  entirely  con¬ 
fident  with  her  true  political  inter- 
efts  ;  and  fuch  an  intercourfe  he  had 
the  bell  reafons  for  believing  Ame¬ 
rica  was  both  willing  and  eager  to 
enter  into  upon  fair  and  equitable 
terms. 


He 
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He  remarked  upon  the  indecency 
as  well  as  the  impolicy  of  granting 
to  France  what  we  had  refufed  to 
Ireland,  and  of  giving  to  a  rival 
and  a  natural  enemy  what  we  had 
withheld  from  our  friends  and  fel¬ 
low  fubjedls.  With  refpefl  to  all 
the  temporary  advantages,  fome  of 
which  he  believed  might  reafona- 
bly  be  expected  from  the  treaty, 
they  were  to  him  additional  rea- 
fons  for  rejecting  it.  Every  offer 
of  fervice  from  France  he  regarded 
with  fufpicion — • 

- timeo  Danin?  '’ona  fe  rente?; — 

- An  n  la  pul  ti? 

Dona  t_a.cie  do.  Us  Dan. um  ? 

Capt.  Macbride  condemned  the 
treaty  as  highly  detrimental,  in 
many  particulars,  to  our  marine. 
The  goods  deemed  contraband  in 
the  2  2d  article  were,  he  faid,  fuch 
as  might  be  effential  in  a  country 
whofe  army  was  its  fir  ft  object,  but 
had  fcarce  any  reference  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  a  navy.  .  The  34th  ar¬ 
ticle  he  conceived  gave  fuch  advan¬ 
tages  to  privateers  as  would  enable 
them  to  get  feamcn  much  fooner 
than  the  king’s  (hips  ;  and  he  re¬ 
minded  the  houfe  that  France,  by 
the  regifter  of  her  Teamen,  had  an 
evident  fuperiority  in  point  of  ex¬ 
pedition  in  filling  her  fhips  com¬ 
plements  ;  and  he  therefore  warned 
them  againft  throwing  any  addi¬ 
tional  difficulty  in  the  way  of  man¬ 
ning  our  navy.  Daftly,  he  con¬ 
ceived,  that  the  treaty  in  its  gene¬ 
ral  tendency  went  to  increafe  the 
ftrength  of  the  French  navy,  by 
throwing  a  greater  proportion  of 
the  carrying  trade  into  her  hands. 

Mr.  Burke  alfo  took  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  delivering  his  opinion  of 
the  treaty.  He  took  notice  of  the 
narrow  and  Confined  views  upon 
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which  it  was  formed,  and  had  been 
defended.  It  had  been  talked  of 
as  if  it  were  an  affair  of  two  little, 
counting  houfes,  and  not  of  two 
great  empires.  It  feemed  to  be  con- 
fidered  by  its  fupporters  as  a  conten¬ 
tion  between  the  lign  of  the  Fleur- 
de-lis  and  the  fign  of  the  red  Lion, 
which  houfe  ffiould  obtain  the  beft 
cuftom.  Such  politicians,  he  faid, 
when  in  power,  converted  large 
cities  into  fmall  villages  ;  while 
thofe  of  more  enlarged  and  liberal 
minds  atfted  upon  another  fcale, 
and  changed  fmall  villages  into 
great  cities. 

It  was  alfo  curious,  he  faid,  to 
remark,  how,  with  our  policy,  we 
had  changed  our  language.  Whilft 
our  tongues  were  let  loofe  in  the 
fouleft  afperity  againft  other  ftates  ; 
— Ireland  was  a  weak,  an  infatuated 
ifland ;  Portugal  an  unnatural,  a 
bafe,  a  worthlefs,  an  ungrateful  na¬ 
tion — nothing  had  been  heard  for 
fome  time  paft  but  panegyrics 
upon  the  French.  And  what  were 
the  topics  we  had  chofen  for  ourpa- 
negy ricks  ?  Did  we  commend  the 
French  gallantry,  their  valour,  theit* 
ingenuity,  their  opulence,  their  wit : 
—No  :  it  was  their  fincerity,  their 
moderation,  their  truth,  their  kind- 
nefs  and  good-will  to  this  nation, 
that  we  were  fo  extremely  taken 
with. 

Mr.  Burke  then  entered  into  a 
minute  examination  of  the  future 
and  ultimate  tendency  of  the  mea- 
fure  ;  and  from  a  full  and  judicious 
comparifon  of  the  relative  circum- 
cumftances  and  fituations  of  the  two 
countries,  of  which  both  Tides  of  the 
houfe  joined  in  applaufe,  he  inferred 
that  we  rifqued  much  by  it,  and 
could  gain  but  little. 

He  feemed  to  agree  with  the  op¬ 
posite  fide  of  the  houfe,  that  there  was 

no  • 
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no  immediate  danger  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  a  free  commerce  with 
France,  either  to  our  trade  or  ma- 
nufadhires.  He  conceived  that  our 
manufacturers,  in  point  of  ingenuity, 
induftry  and  drill,  had  fo  far  got 
the  ftart  of  our  neighbours,  that  they 
could  not,  for  a  confiderable  time 
at  lead:,  rival  us  in  our  commodi¬ 
ties,  But  it  was  the  fuperiority  we 
poffeiTed  in  capital  which  enabled 
us,  he  faid,  to  fet  all  their  efforts  to 
cope  with  us  at  defiance;  a  capital 
formed  and  fupported  by  that  gene¬ 
ral  partnerfhip  between  the  landed 
property,  the  monied  property,  and 
the  commercial  property  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  which,  from  the  peculiar  nature 
of  our  eilablifhments,  exifted  in  this 
country.  The  powers  of  this  capital 
were  irrefiflible  in  trade;  it  enticed 
the  ftrong,  it  controlled  the  weak  ; 
it  over-awed,  it  domineered,  it  even 
tyrannized,  in  all  the  markets  of 
the  world.  This  capital  the  treaty 
had  a  direct  tendency  to  open  gra¬ 
dually  to  France.  The  moment  the 
prohibitions  upon  her  trade  were 
taken  off,  fhe  would  begin  to  in- 
finuate  herfelf  into  the  partnerfhip, 
and  in  the  end  come  in  for  a  fliare 
in  the  capital ;  and  fhe  was  content 
to  fubmit  to  any  temporary  lofs  in 
trade,  which  might  arife  from  the 
fuperiority  of  our  manufactures,  for 
the  fake  of  greater  and  more  per¬ 
manent  future  advantages. 

The  fame  provident  policy,  he 
remarked,  appeared  to  diredt  her 
conduCt  towards  America,  which 
it.  was  evident  could  make  no  return 
at  prefent  for  the  bounties  and  free 
ports  fo  liberally  granted  her  ;  and 
was  even  unable  to  pay  the  debts 
fhe  bad  contradted  with  the  French 
government  and  merchants. — When 
to  thefe  proofs  of  this  evident  line  of 
policy  were  added  many  ether  cir- 


cumflances  which  he  enumerated, 
fuch  as  her  negociations  with  Por¬ 
tugal,  herunceafing  attention  to  her 
navy,  the  ftupendous  works  fhe  was 
eredfing  at  Cherburg,  and  others  of 
a  like  nature,  by  which  ihe  appeared 
as  it  were  ftretching  her  arms  all 
round  to  grafp  and  ftifle  us,  he  faid 
he  conceived  the  ftrange  and  un¬ 
natural  defire  that  had  all  at  once 
poflefled  us  of  running  into  her  em¬ 
braces,  to  be  nothing  lefs  than  infa¬ 
tuation. 

The  treaty  was  ably  fupported  by 
Mr.  Grenville,  Mr.  Pulteney,  Lord 
Mornington,  and  others,  upon  the 
grounds  which  have  already  been 
ftated ;  but  at  a  late  hour,  an  ob- 
jedfion  to  the  addrefs  of  another 
nature,  was  liarted  by  Mr.  Welbore 
Ellis,  He  contended  that  the  motion 
for  an  addrefs  in  the  prefent  ftage 
of  the  bufinefs  was  premature,  un¬ 
precedented,  and  unparliamentary, 
tending  to  deprive  the  houfe  of  its 
powrers  of  deliberation,  and  to  pledge 
them  to  pafs  bills  for  carrying  the 
provifions  of  the  treaty  into  effedf. 

The  proceedings  of  parliament 
upon  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  a  cafe  in  point,  and  as 
an  ufeful  leffon  to  the  houfe  againft 
haftinefs  and  precipitation.  That 
treaty  was  laid  before  the  houfe  by 
a  meffage  from  the  queen.  A  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe  was 
appointed  to  take  the  8th  and  9th 
articles  into  confderation.  After  a 
long  debate  in  that  committee,  on 
the  queflion,  that  the  houfe  be 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  make  effedtual  the  8th  and  9th 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce, 
the  queftion  was  earned  by  a  very 
large  majority,  greater  than  on  any 
vote  on  the  prefent  treaty.  The 
bill  was  brought  in,  and  read  a 
Frit  time,  at  the  diftance  of  a  fort¬ 
night 
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night  from  the  vote  in  the  firft 
committee.  There  was  an  interval 
of  a  week  between  the  firft  and  fe- 
cond  reading  of  the  bill.  Petitions 
now  came  in  from  all  quarters  ;  and 
the  committee  on  the  bill  fat  for 
many  days  to  hear  the  petitioners 
by  their  counfel  againft  the  treaty. 
The  report  from  this  committee  was 
received  and  agreed  to.  But  on  the 
queftion,  that  the  bill  with  amend¬ 
ments  be  engrofied,  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative  by  a  majority  of 
nine.  No  addrefs  was  prefented  to 
the  queen  till  after  the  rejedfion  of 
the  bill. 

This  proved  the  importance  of  a 
regular  compliance  with  the  forms 
of  the  houfe,  and  a  due  exercile  of 
their  deliberative  powers.  A  large 
majority  had  thus  been,  by  mere 
dint  of  debate  and  difcuffion,  con¬ 
verted  into  a  minority,  and  one  of 
the  worft,  and  moil  hoftile  treaties 
to  the  Britifti  conftitution  that  ever 
was  heard  of,  was  put  an  end  to 
and  annihilated.  The  reafon  that 
the  minifter  did  not  proceed  in  the 
fame  way  now  was  obvious.  Aware 
of  the  event  of  1713,  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  proceed  in  another  man¬ 
ner  ;  and  in  order  to  enfure  the 
fuccefs  of  his  treaty,  inflead  of  rifk- 
ing  the  chance  of  deliberation, 
he  had  profited  by  the  fate  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  had  caufed 
an  addrefs  to  be  moved,  to  tie  up 
the  hands  of  the  houfe,  and  preclude 
all  debate  and  all  danger  of  future 
oppofition. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  objections,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  infilled 
upon  the  addrefs  on  the  Irifh  pro¬ 
portions,  but  two  years  before,  as  a 
precedent  in  point,  in  favour  of  the 
mode  of  proceeding  he  had  adopted. 

As  to  the  merits  of  the  objection 
itfelf,  he  obferved  that  the  delibera¬ 


tive  function  of  the  houfe  in  the 
prefent  cafe  was  confined  to  one 
general  point,  whether  they  fhould 
carry  into  effect  the  treaty  at  large  j 
it  left  the  difcuffion  of  the  mode  of 
doing  it  perfectly  open  and  free. 
Such  gentlemen  as  felt  themfelves 
prepared  to  decide  in  favour  of  the 
treaty,  were  certainly  bound  to  vote 
for  the  addrefs,  as  there  could  be 
nothing  improper  in  any  perfon’s 
undertaking  to  do  at  a  future  period 
that,  which,  if  circumftances  were 
ripe,  he  fhould  be  willing  at  prefent 
to  do. 

The  debate  continued  till  near 
three  in  the  morning,  wheh  the 
previous  queftion,  which  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Ellis,  being  put,  the  fame 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by 
236  to  160,  and  the  addrefs  was 
afterwards  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vifton. 

Feb  2d  2  3^  at^~ 

3  *  drefs  was  communicated, 

at  a  conference,  to  the  lords,  and 
their  concurrence  requefted ;  and 
the  ftrft  day  of  March  was  appoint¬ 
ed  by  them  for  taking  the  fubjeCt 
into  their  CQnfideration. 

Whilft  the  commons  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  difcuffion  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  treaty,  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  was  called,  by  the 
vifcount  Stormont,  to  a  queftion  in 
which  the  conftitution  of  that  branch 
of  the  legiflature,  together  with  the 
rights  of  the  Scottifh  peerage,  were 
efTentially  concerned.  It  arofe  out 
of  a  circumftance,  already  mention¬ 
ed,  that  took  place  during  the  late 
prorogation  of  parliament  —  the 
creation  of  two  of  the  fixteen  peers 
of  Scotland  to  be  peers  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  it  was  limply  this,  whe¬ 
ther  or  not,  after  fuch  creation,  they 
could  continue  to  fit  as  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  peerage  of  Scotland? 

The 
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The  a£t  of  union  was  filent  upon 
the  fubjedl  ;  the  only  precedent  that 
exifted,  that  of  the  duke  of  Athol, 
upon  whom,  in  1736,  being  then 
one  of  the  iixteen  peers,  the  Englifh 
barony  of  Strange  devolved  by  in¬ 
heritance,  was  for  the  affirmative  ; 
and  it  was  well  known  that  the  lord 
chancellor’s  opinion  was  in  favour 
of  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  negative  appear¬ 
ed  to  lord  Stormont  fo  ftrongly  fup- 
ported  by  every  principle  of  equity, 
analogy,  and  fair  conftrudtion,  as  to 
induce  him  to  bring  the  quellion,  in 
the  face  of  all  thofe  difficulties,  to  a 
public  decifton. 

Accordingly,  on  the  13th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  the  lords  having  been  pre- 
vioufly  fummoned,  the  houfe  re¬ 


privileges,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
it  into  their  cunfideration.  The 
motion  made  by  lord  Stormont  was 
as  follows  : 

££  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
£(  committee,  that  the  earl  of 
u  Abercorn,  who  was  chofen  to  be 
“  of  the  number  of  the  fixteen 
(£  peers,  who  by  the  treaty  of  union 
*£  are  to  reprefent  the  peerage  of 
“  Scotland  in  parliament,  having 
££  been  created  vifcount  Hamilton 
£i  by  letters  patent  under  the  great 
££  feal  of  Great  Britain,  doth  there-' 
“  by  ceafe  to  fit  in  the  houfe  as  a 
C£  reprefentative  of  the  peerage  of 
££  Scotland.” 

In  fupport  of  this  motion,  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  queftion  appeared  to 
him  to  lie  in  a  narrow  compafs,  and 
was  to  be  decided  upon  a  few  plain 
obvious  principles,  which  he  would 
endeavour  to  llate  to  the  commit¬ 
tee. 

It  is  provided  by  the  a<ft  of  union, 
that  the  peers  of  Scotland,  who  were 
thought  too  numerous  to  be  admitted 


to  hereditary  feats  in  parliaments, 
fhould  be  reprefented  by  fixteen,  to 
be  chofen  out  of  their  own  number. 
By  this  adt  the  peerage  is  made  to 
confift  of  two  diftindft  orders  of  men, 
having  different  rights,  and  ftand- 
ingr  in  very  different  fituations. 

O  J 

The  one,  together  with  all  the 
other  privileges  of  peerage,  have 
individually  a  right  to  a  feat  in 
parliament,  whofe  authority  now 
extends  over  the  whole  united  king¬ 
dom.  The  other  has  the  inferior 
rights  of  the  peerage  throughout  the 
whole  kingdom  alfo ;  but  is  abridged 
of  the  moft  valuable  right  of  all, 
an  hereditary  feat  in  parliament. 
They  are  therefore  in  fail  two  dif- 
tincl  orders  of  men,  the  one  having 
individually  a  fhare  in  the  legifla- 
ture,  the  other  only  a  virtual  fhare 

7  J 

by  representation.  No  line  of 
dift motion  can  be  more  ftrongly 
drawn. 

The  queftion  then,  fairly  ftated, 
is  this,  what,  according  to  the  true 
meaning  and  intent  of  the  union,  is 
to  be  the  condition  of  him  who 
paftes  from  the  one  order  to  the 
other,  from  the  reprefentative  to 
the  individual  clafs  ?  Why  clearly 
this  ; — he  acquires  all  the  rights  of 
an  hereditary  feat  as  an  individual, 
and  of  courfe  the  rights  of  reprefen- 
tation  ceafe,  as  appertaining  ex- 
cluhvely  to  that  condition  in  which 
he  no  longer  remains.  No  one  can 
appear  in  perfon,  and  at  the  fame 
time  be  reprefented  by  his  proxy. 
The  one  right  being  in  lieu  of  the 

O  O 

other,  they  cannot  be  coexiftent. 

7  J 

The  committee,  he  faid,  well  knew 
that  the  right  of  reprefentation  is 
fo  far  from  being  inherent  in  peers, 
that  it  was  ftrenuoufly  contended  at 
the  union,  that  it  was  inconfiftent 
with  and  repugnant  to  the  nature  of 
peerage.  It  certainly  is  a  right 

incidental 
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incidental  to  the  change  of  fituation 
made  by  that  a£l.  From  the  fitua¬ 
tion  in  which  the  union  placed  them, 
the  two  noble  lords  had  emerged  by 
the  favour  of  the  crown,  and  were 
raifed  to  thofe  rights,  to  that  condi¬ 
tion  in  the  Britiih  parliament,  which 
in  the  parliament  of  Scotland  they 
before  enjoyed. 

It  was  upon  thefe  principles  that 
the  houfe  in  i  709,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
duke  of  Dover’s  vote,  refolved, 

“  That  a  peer  of  Scotland,  claim- 
“  ing  to  fit  in  the  houfe  of  peers  by 
u  virtue  of  a  patent  palled  under 
“  the  great  feal  of  Great  Britain, 

and  who  now  fits  in  the  parlia- 
“  ment  of  Great  Britain,  has  no 
u  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of 
“  the  fixteen  peers.”  The  deter¬ 
mination  was  as  folemn  as  delibe¬ 
rate,  as  any  that  Hands  on  the  re¬ 
cords  of  Parliament.  It  rejected  the 
vote  of  aperfon  intimately  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  lord  treasurer  (Godol- 
phin).  The  refolution  palled  at  a 
time  when  all  that  related  to  the 
union  was  frefh  in  eveiy  man’s  me¬ 
mory,  and  the  true  meaning  and  in¬ 
tention  of  that  treaty  were  generally 
known.  It  palled  in  the  prefence 
of  many  of  thofe  who  had  been  ccm- 
milHoners  on  both  fides,  aCtors  in 
that  great  fcene  ;  and  the  journals 
Ihew  that  there  was  not  a  fingle  pro- 
ten.  It  had  been  conllantly  aCled 
under,  has  Itood  unqueltioned,  un- 
Ihaken,  for  near  fourfcore  years. 

It  follows  evidently,  from  this 
refolution,  that  as  a  peer  of  Scotland, 
under  the  circumltances  defcribed  in 
it,  cannot  vote  in  the  ele&ion  ;  fo 
neither  can  he  be  elected  one  of  the 
fixteen.  T  or  the  a£l  exprefsly  di- 
reds,  that  he  fhall  be  chofen  out  of 
their  own  number,  that  is  clearly 
out  of  the  number  of  thofe  who 
chufe  ;  and  to  this  concluHon  their 
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uniform  pradice  had  been  confo- 
nant. 

But  another  queftion  Hill  remain¬ 
ed  behind.  For  though  they  could 
neither  vote  in  the  ele&ion,  nor  be 
eleCled,  yet  it  may  be  urged,  that 
having  been  eledled  previous  to  this 
disqualification,  they  might  retain 
their  feats  till  the  next  general  elec¬ 
tion.  The  a£t  of  union  provides  for  no 
cafes  except  thofe  of  death  and  legal 
difqualiffcation.  That  the  circum- 
Hances  upon  which  the  prefent  quef¬ 
tion  is  founded  do  not  amount  to  a 
legal  difqualihcation,  Hridly  {peak¬ 
ing,  cannot  be  denied  ;  but  they 
may  come  within  the  real  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  act,  which  is  to  be 
colleded  from  its  general  princi¬ 
ples,  applied  to  the  particular 
cafe. 

A  virtual  reprefentation  in  the 
Britifh  parliament  wras  the  compen- 
fation  given  to  the  Scottish  peers, 
for  the  furrender  they  made  of  their 
individual  rights  in  the  parliament 
of  Scotland.  But  the  chance  of 
being  actually  chofen,  and  of  fit¬ 
ting  as  a  reprefentative,  is  doubt- 
lefs  to  be  coniidered  as  a  very  ma¬ 
terial  part  of  this  compenfation  ; 
and  of  the  chance  of  enjoying  this 
part  of  his  compenfation  every  peer 
is  evidently  deprived,  fo  long  as 
any  other  perfon,  who  has  no  claim  to 
any  fhare  in  it  at  all,  is  in  poffeffion 
of  it. 

Again,  an  hereditary  feat,  and  a 
temporary  feat  by  election  are  incom¬ 
patible,  for  this  obvious  reafou — the 
hereditary  feat  takes  away  the  whole 
effect  of  the  relation  that  fhould  fub- 
HH  between  the  reprefentative  and 
thofe  who  chufe  him.  This  con¬ 
nexion  is  Hronger  .in  fome  govern¬ 
ments  than  in  ethers ;  but  it  ob¬ 
tains  univerfally  in  all,  and  is  of  the 
very  effence  of  reprefentation.  But 
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fuppofe  for  a  moment  that  the  re¬ 
presentative  is  bound  to  obey  the 
inftnnftions  of  his  conftituents,  what 
would  be  the  condition  of  an  heredi¬ 
tary  peer,  who  was  alfo  a  repre- 
fentative  ?  Clafhing  duties  might 
arife.  His  own  judgment  marks 
out  to  him  one  line  of  conduct,  the 
orders  of  the  ele&ors  another  :  which 
is  he  to  follow  ?  There  is  but  one 
mode  of  obviating  this  difficulty, 
that  of  allowing  him  two  voices  ;  a 
mode,  which  the  form  of  our  con- 
ftitution  does  not  admit. 

Again,  the  fame  prerogative  that 
had  raifed  two  of  the  fixteen  to  an 
hereditary  feat,  might  extend  the 
fame  favour  to  the  whole  number. 
What  then  would  become  of  the 
Scotch  reprefentation  ?  This  way  of 
putting  it  makes  the  abfurdity  more 
glaring  ;  but  there  is  no  real  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  one  cafe  and 
the  other,  the  violation  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  reprefentation  is  the  fame 
in  both. 

He  then  ftated  particularly  the 
cafe  of  James  Duke  of  Athol,  upon 
whom  an  Engliffi  honour  devolved 
in  17 36,  and  who  continued  to  fit 
in  parliament  as  duke  of  Athol  and 
baron  Strange.  He  obfervfed,  that 
there  never  had  been  any  decifion, 
any  queflion,  any  even  the  fmalleft 
difeuflion  upon  the  fubject  ;  the 
whole  had  paffed  fub Jllcntio.  Why 
it  did  fo  is,  perhaps,  at  this  diftant 
period,  rather  to  be  conje&ured  than 
known.  It  probably  was  thought 
a  thing  of  little  confequence,  as 
there  was  very  little  chance  that  a 
fimilar  cafe,  that  of  an  old  Engliffi 
honour  devolving  upon  a  Scotch 
peer,  ffiould  happen  again.  The 
cafe  now  in  qaefhon  could  not  hap¬ 
pen  under  the  then  circumftances. 
The  Scotch  peerage  were  then  fmart- 
ing  under  the  wound  which  the " 
raffi  and  violent  hand  of  party  gave 
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in  the  cafe  of  the  duke  of  Brandon, 
in  1 71 1.  In  that  fituation  of  things 
the  peerage  of  Scotland  might  think 
it  a  point  of  little  moment ;  but  the 
cafe  is  very  different  now.  The 
Scotch  peers  are  reftored  to  their 
rights — the  right  of  prerogative  is 
reftored.  The  royal  favour  may 
now  flow  in  that  channel,  as  freely 
as  in  any  other. 

I  have  purpofely  waved,  faid  he, 
all  conftderations  of  policy,  as  the 
caufe  Hands  in  need  of  no  fuch 
collateral  aid.  But  thus  much  I  mav 
fay,  the  beft,  the  wifeft,  and  moft 
dignified  policy  will  chufe  to  do 
that,  which  is  attended  with  no  pof- 
fible  inconvenience,  rather  than 
hurt  the  rights  and  wound  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  a  confiderable  and  refpedfta- 
ble  body  of  men ;  and  if  there 
were  any  ffiadow  of  doubt  in  this 
buiinefs,  which  he  protelled,  after 
the  fulleft  conllderation,  he  could 
not  perceive  ;  yet  furely,  even  in 
that  cafe,  the  faireft  and  moft  up¬ 
right  mind  might  incline  towards 
that  decifion,  which  is  favourable  to 
the  interefts  of  many,  prejudicial  to 
the  real  interefts  of  none. 

He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he 
was  perfuaded  their  lordffiips  would 
upon  all  occafions  be  difpofed  to 
interpret  every  article  of  the  treaty 
of  union  in  the  faireft  and  moft  IE 
beral  manner,  and  efpecially  that 
which  refpe&'s  the  peerage  of  Scot¬ 
land.  The  change  the  union  made 
in  their  condition  is  known  to  you 
all.  I  hope,  faid  he,  you  will  keep 
in  ccnftaut  remembrance  this  day, 
that,  before  an  event  fo  beneficial 
£0  both  countries  could  take  place, 
the  peers  of  Scotland  had  great  dif¬ 
ficulties  to  conquer  :  to  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  that  defirable  end  they 
made  as  large  a  facrifice  as  ever 
was  made  by  men.  Had  they  re¬ 
tained  their  hereditary  feat  in  par¬ 
liament. 
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Lament,  at  the  expence  of  half  their 
property,  they  had  made  a  happy 
and  noble  exchange.  No  man  can 
deferve  an  hereditary  feat  in  the 
great  counfel  of  a  free  nation,  who 
does  not  confider  it  as  the  firft  of  all 
rights,  the  moil  valuable  of  all  pof- 
feflions.  That  right,  that  ineflima- 
ble  poffeflion,  for  reafons  of  public 
utility,  our  anceftors  were  contented 
to  forego.  In  a  word,  they  did  that 
which  has  ever  been  counted  a  mark 
of  exalted  virtue — they  chofe  ra¬ 
ther  to  be  little  in  a  great  ftate, 
than  great  in  a  fmall  one.  Deciding 
on  the  rights  of  the  defcendants  of 
men  fo  circumflanced,  you  would  be 
difpofed  rather  to  extend  than  di- 
minifh  thofe  rights.  We  alk  no  ex- 
tenfion  ;  we  demand  nothing  but 
what  the  union  gave.  All  we  de¬ 
lire  is,  that  you  will  not,  in  contra¬ 
diction  to  the  clear  and  obvious 
meaning  of  that  agreement,  to  the 
fenfe  entertained  and  declared  of  it 
by  thofe,  by  whom  it  was  framed, 
and  in  contradiction  to  the  cleared: 
principles  of  reprefentation,  abridge 
our  rights,  by  curtailing  the  {lender 
compenfation  allotted  us  for  the 
greatefl  lofs,  which  men,  who  have 
any  dignity,  can  fuftain. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  new  created 
peers,  added  he,  when  we  chofe 
them,  they  were  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion  with  ourfelves  ;  they  were  fellow 
fufferers.  Being  no  longer  in  that 
filiation,  they  can  no  longer  be  en¬ 
titled  to  a  (hare  of  that  compenfa¬ 
tion,  which  was  given  to  the  aggre¬ 
gate  body  for  the  lofs  it  fuflained. 
They  now  fit  here  in  their  own 
right,  they  cannot  fit  in  ours.  We 
are  proud  of  every  connexion  with 
them,  but  what  is  incompatible 
with  their  condition  and  ours.  We 
hope  thefe  two  noble  lords  and  all, 
Vol.  XXIX. 


who  were  formerly  of  our  number, 
retain  their  former  zeal  for  the 
maintenance  of  our  rights.  We 
hope  they,  who  have  reached  the 
lhore,  will  not  be  indifferent  to  the 
condition  of  thofe,  whom  they  have 
left  behind. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  the 
earl  of  Moreton  and  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor.  It  was  contended  by  the 
latter  that  the  prefent  was  of  the 
nature  of  a  judicial  proceeding, 
and  that  they  were  bound  not  to 
lillen  to  arguments  grounded  on 
fuppofed  or  real  inconvenience  to 
this  or  that  fet  of  men ;  nor  were 
they  entitled  to  confider  what  an 
act  of  parliament  fhould  have  been, 
but  were  bound  to  take  it  as  it 
was,  and  to  comply  with  the  letter  of 
it.  By  the  act  of  union  nothing 
fhort  of  legal  incapacity  could  put 
any  of  the  fixteen  peers  out  of  the 
fituation  of  reprefentatives  till  the 
fitting  of  parliament  fhould  ex¬ 
pire  ;  and  it  feemed  agreed  on  all 
fides  that  letters  patent  creating  a 
Scotch  lord  an  Englifh  peer  induced 
no  legal  incapacity. 

Lord  Loughborough,  in  anfwer 
to  the  chancellor,  obferved,  that 
though  he  had  no  objections  to 
arguing  the  point  juridically,  yet 
the  prefent  was  clearly  not  a  judi¬ 
cial  but  a  political  proceeding ;  it 
had  not  one  circumftance  of  a  judi¬ 
cial  proceeding  attending  it.  With 
refpect  to  their  being  bound  by  the 
letter  of  the  act  of  union,  the  pre¬ 
fent  was  a  cafe  not  directly  pro¬ 
vided  for  by  it ;  and  he  would  ever 
maintain,  that  the  intention  and 
fpirit  of  every  flatute  (penal  fla- 
tutes  alone  excepted)  were  to  be 
looked  to  in  the  conflruction  of  it. 

The  motion  was  carried  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  52  to  38,  and  was  follow- 
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ed  by  another  motion  -of  the  fame 
kind  refpedting  the  duke  of  Queenf- 
berry  created  Baron  Douglas. 

Previous  to  the  difcuffion  of  the 
commercial  treaty  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  two  motions  were  made  by 
the  duke  of  Norfolk  refpecfting  the 
Portugal  trade,  to  the  fame  purport 
with  thofe  moved  by  Mr.  Fox,  and 
met  with  the  fame  fate.  On  the 
ill  of  March,  the  day  fixed  for 
going  into  the  committee,  lord 
Stormont  begged  leave  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  houfe,  before  they 
entered  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the 
day,  to  the  unconllitutional  and 
unprecedented  nature  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  they  were  about  to  adopt. 

Whenever,  he  faid,  both  houfes 
joined  in  an  addrefs  to  the  throne 
upon  any  fubjedf,  the  difcuffion  of 
which  was  not  concluded  in  both 
houfes,  it  had  been  cuftomary  to 
form  the  addrefs  in  general  terms 
of  thanks  for  the  communication, 
and  fo  as  not  to  preclude  the  free¬ 
dom  of  future  debate  ;  but  the  ad¬ 
drefs  fent  up  from  the  lower  houfe 
was  drawn  up  in  fuch  particular  and 
precife  terms,  as  to  pledge  parlia¬ 
ment  with  refpeft  to  their  future 
conduft  in  the  fubfequent  ftages  of 
the  bufinefs. 

Fie  controlled  this  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  that  ufed  upon  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht ;  and  fhewed  that 
the  minifter  of  that  day,  notwith¬ 
standing  his  powerful  party  connec¬ 
tions  and  perfonal  authority,  had 
fhewn  fo  much  refpedt  for  the  con- 
(titution  as  not  to  venture  to  adopt 
a  proceeding  like  the  prefent.  To 
obviate  therefore  the  dangerous  con- 
fequences  of  fuch  a  precedent,  if  it 
ftiould  be  adopted,  he  Ihould  move 
the  houfe  to  come  previoufiy  to  the 
following  refolution,  “  That  no  ad- 

drefs  to  the  throne,  and  no  refo- 


a  lution  of  this  houfe,  can  bind 
“  this  houfe  in  its  legifiative  ca- 
“  pacity,  or  bar  the  fubjedt’s  right 
“  of  petitioning  this  houfe  upon 
u  any  bill  depending  in  parlia- 
“  ment,  though  fuch  bill  be  found- 

ed  upon  and  conformable  to  re- 
“  folutions  to  which  this  houfe  has 
u  previoufiy  agreed.” 

Though  the  dodlrine  laid  down  in 
this  motion  was  not  controverted  by 
adminiftration,  but  allowed  to  be 
juft,  yet  they  contended  that  it  was 
by  no  means  necefiary  to  put  it 
upon  their  journals,  and  therefore 
called  for  the  order  of  the  day ; 
which  being  read,  and  the  houfe 
refolved  into  a  committee,  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Buckingham  opened  the 
bufinefs  in  a  long  fpeech,  in  which 
he  defended  the  treaty  upon  the 
fame  ground  that  had  been  taken 
in  the  other  houfe,  and  concluded 
with  moving  the  firft  of  the  refolu- 
tions  that  had  been  fent  up  for  their 
concurrence. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  with 
great  ability  by  the  bifhop  of  Llan- 
daff.  The  arguments  ufed  by  him 
were  comprized  in  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  propofitions,  which  he  conclud¬ 
ed  with  ftating  to  the  committee  as 
the  fum  of  his  fpeech. 

1.  That  to  abandon  a  commer¬ 
cial  fyftem,  by  which  we  had  rifen 
to  our  prefent  height  in  the  fcale  of 
nations,  was  a  meafure,  abftra&edly 
confidered,  dangerous  and  impo- 
litick,  and  not  to  be  juftified  ex¬ 
cept  by  fome  urgent  neceffities  of 
the  ftate,  which  neceffities  did  not 
at  prefent  exift.  2.  That  to  adopt 
a  commercial  fyftem,  which  our  an- 
ceftors  from  long  experience  had 
reprobated  as  detrimental  to  the 
kingdom,  was  an  unwife  meafure, 
and  not  to  be  juftified,  except  by  a 
change  in  the  relative  fituations  of 
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Great  Britain  and  France  ;  the  cer¬ 
tainty  of  which  change  having 
taken  place  had  not  been  proved 
or  rendered  highly  probable. 

In  fupport  of  the  firft  propor¬ 
tion,  he  entered  into  a  detail  of  our 
commerce  with  foreign  nations ; 
the  refult  of  which  was,  that  wre 
enjoyed  a  clear  balance  in  our  fa¬ 
vour  of  at  leall  four  millions  a  year. 
From  the  viciffitudes  incident  to 
the  current  of  all  human  affairs,  a 
few  obftrudlions  had  of  late  years 
been  formed  in  fome  of  the  chan¬ 
nels  through  which  this  wealth 
flowed ;  but  furely,  he  faid,  the 
wifdom  of  the  nation  would  have 
been  much  better  employed  in  re¬ 
moving  thefe  obftrudlions,  in  widen¬ 
ing  and  fecuring  thefe  ancient  chan¬ 
nels,  the  advantages  of  which  were 
known  to  our  fathers  and  ourfelves, 
than  in  opening  a  new  one,  the 
rocks,  and  fhoals,  and  whirlpools 
of  which  were  unexplored  ;  the 
dangers  of  which  no  mortal  eye 
could  forefee ;  the  advantages  of 
wThich  were  certainly  lpeculative, 
might  be  deluflve,  and,  if  delu- 
flve,  muff  be  ruinous  to  our  wealth, 
our  confequence,  and  our  indepen¬ 
dence. 

He  would  not  afiume,  he  faid,  the 
prohibition  of  our  commerce  wdth 
France  as  an  efficient  caufe  of  our 
commercial  profperity  ;  two  fimul- 
taneous  events  might  exift  together, 
without  one  being  the  caufe  of  the 
other ;  but  if  it  could  be  {hewn, 
that  our  commerce  did  not  flourifh, 
when  the  trade  with  France  wras 
open,  as  clearly  as  it  had  been 
fhewn  that  it  did  flourifh,  when  our 
trade  with  France  was  fliut,  men  of 
plain  underftandings  would  fufpedt 
that  there  was  fome  connexion  be¬ 
tween  thofe  two  circumftances. 

In  proof  therefore  of  tlus  fecond 


propofition,  he  read  the  preamble 
of  the  adl  pafted  in  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Second,  prohibiting  an 
open  trade  with  France,  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  purport  :  “  Whereas  it  has 
“  been  by  long  experience  found, 
“  that  the  importing  French  wines, 
“  &c.  had  much  exhaufted  the  trea- 
“  fure  of  the  nation,  leftened  the 
“  value  of  the  native  commodities 
(t  and  manufadlures  thereof,  and 
“  brought  much  detriment  to  this 
“  kingdom  in  general — ” 

It  might  be  objedled,  he  faid, 
that  in  confequence  of  the  great 
improvements  of  our  manufadlures, 
the  relative  circumflances  of  the 
two  nations  were  much  chang¬ 
ed  ;  but  he  doubted  much  of  the 
weight  of  this  obfervation.  He 
entered  into  various  particulars  on 
the  point,  and  faid,  that  after  the 
moll  minute  examination  and  en¬ 
quiry,  he  could  find  no  probable 
ground  for  admitting  that  the  cir¬ 
cumftances  of  the  two  countries 
were  fo  entirely  changed  as  to  ren¬ 
der  a  trade,  which  in  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Second  was  thought 
highly  detrimental  to  this  kingdom, 
and  by  which  we  loft  a  million  a 
year,  lucrative  and  fafe  at  prefent. 
Our  manufadlures  wrere  doubtlefs 
much  improved,  and  fo  alfo  were 
the  manufadlures  of  France  and  in 
the  courfe  of  ftill  farther  improve¬ 
ment  ;  and  if  this  were  really  the 
cafe,  the  argument  from  experience 
was  concluiive  againft  the  treaty. 

In  a  fecond  fpeech,  the  bifliop 
entered  into  a  further  detail  of  the 
comparative  excellence  and  chea'p- 
nefs  of  French  and  Englifh  manu¬ 
fadlures.  He  mentioned  the  exer¬ 
tions  they  were  making  in  the  ma- 
nufadlory  of  iron,  and  particularly 
cutlery,  and  feemed  to  think  that 
the  importation  of  hardware  into 
TCrJ  2  France, 
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France,  one  of  the  moft  favourite 
features  of  the  treaty,  would  not  at 
prefent  amount  to  much,  would  foon 
be  nothing,  and  might  in  the  end 
turn  againft  us.  Upon  this  occa- 
lion  he  alfo  mentioned  the  difcove- 
ries  that  had  been  made  of  mines 
of  pitcoal  in  almoft  all  the  provinces 
of  that  kingdom. 

With  refpeCI  to  glafs,  he  declared 
that  he  had  feen  a  .cut-glafs  cup, 
bought  at  a  retail  (hop  in  Paris  for 
2s.  1  id.  and  that  for  one  of  the 
fame  form  a  workman  in  London 
had  charged  5s.  for  the  cutting 
alone.  With  refpeCl  to  cottons,  he 
remarked  that  fome  years  ago  the 
ufe  of  Swifs  printed  linens  in  France 
had  nearly  ruined  their  home  ma¬ 
nufactory  :  that  this  had  excited  the 
manufacturers  to  exert  themfelves, 
and  that  they  now  made  as  beautiful 
printed  linens  and  cottons  as  any 
in  the  world.  Our  coarfe  woollens 
would  be  fecure  till  the  French 
learned  how  to  manage  their  fheep 
properly  ;  but  our  fuperfines  would 
be  beat  out  of  the  home  market. 
Since  the  year  1760  this  manufac¬ 
ture  had  been  brought  in  France  to 
the  high  eft  perfection,  and  did  not 
fear  a  competition  with  the  Eng- 
lifh  :  had  there  been  the  leaft  ap- 
prehenfion  for  its  fafety,  the  French 
miniftry  would  never  have  fuffered 
the  importation  of  our  woollens 
upon  fo  eafy  a  duty  ;  they  would 
cautioufly  have  protected  a  manu¬ 
factory  which  had  been  nurfed  by 
their  government  at  an  immenfe 
expence  for  above  a  century.  They 
might  take  a  few  more  coarfe  goods 
from  us,  in  order  to  mix  them 
with  their  own,  for  the  American 
market ;  and  this  he  thought  would 
be  their  praCtice,  much  to  our  de¬ 
triment,  in  other  articles  belides  our 
woollens.  He  allowed,  after  all, 


that  thefe  fpeculations,on  both  Tides, 
were  from  their  nature  fubjeCl  to 
error.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  the 
treaty  that  we  could  not  judge  of  it 
but  from  experiment,  and  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  experiment  we  might  be 
undone. 

He  concluded  by  taking  notice  of 
two  arguments  that  had  been  much 
relied  upon  in  the  defence  of  the 
treaty.  It  was  faid  that  France 
opened  to  us  a  market  of  24  mil¬ 
lions  of  people,  in  return  for  ours 
of  only  eight  millions  :  but  to  give 
this  argument  any  weight  it  fhould 
be  {hewn,  which  had  never  yet  been 
done,  that  thefe  24  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple  had  as  much  occafion  for  our 
commodities  as  we  had  for  theirs, 
and  as  much  money  to  lay  out  in 
purchafing  them.  It  fhould  be 
fhewn  that  they  would  as  certainly 
clothe  themfelves  in  our  woollens 
and  cottons,  as  we  fhould  drink 
their  wines  and  brandies. 

The  other  argument  was,  that 
by  extending  our  commerce  and 
multiplying  our  manufactures,  it 
would  increafe  our  refources,  and 
make  us  more  able  to  contend 
with  France  in  war.  But  this,  he 
obferved,  was  upon  a  fuppolition  that 
it  would  not  proportionably  encreafe 
the  refources  of  France.  If  it  tend¬ 
ed,  as  it  manifeftly  did,  to  incite 
the  French  to  become  a  commercial 
and  manufadturing  nation,  their  re¬ 
fources  would  increafe  in  as  much 
a  greater  proportion  as  their  popu¬ 
lation  exceeds  ours.  If  it  were  afk- 
ed,  how  it  tended  to  incite  France 
to  commercial  exertions,  he  anfwer- 
ed,  by  opening  to  her  out  home 
market,  the  richeft  market  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  by  exciting  the  induftry  and 
ingenuity  of  her  own  people  to  fup- 
port  their  own  fabricks  ;  and  above 
all,  by  giving  her  every  opportu- 
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nity,  die  could  wifh  for,  of  acquiring 
that  manufa&uring  lkill,  by  which 
we  at  prefent  furpafs  her  and  all  the 
world. 

The  bilhop  of  Llandaff  was  an- 
fwered  by  the  marquis  of  Lanf- 
down.  He  faid,  there  were  two 
fundamental  points  for  the  commit¬ 
tee  to  decide  upon  :  the  firft  was, 
whether  our  old  commercial  fyftem 
fhould  be  changed,  as  totally  erro¬ 
neous  ; — the  fecond,  whether,  if  it 
Ihould  be  thought  right  to  open  our 
trade  to  the  world,  France,  for 
any  political  reafons,  ihould  be  ex¬ 
cepted  ? 

With  refpeft  to  the  firft ;  before 
perfons  of  their  lordftiips  enlight¬ 
ened  underftanding,  he  believed  it 
would  require  very  little  difcuftion. 
In  fa<ft,  truth  had  made  its  own 
way.  Commerce,  like  other  fcien- 
ces,  had  fimplified  itfelf.  He  gave 
a  ftiort  account  of  the  change  that 
had  taken  place  in  the  opinions  of 
mankind  upon  this  fubjeft,  and 
ihewed  that  the  old  fyftem,  with  all 
its  monopolies,  prohibitions,  pro¬ 
tecting  duties,  balances  of  trade,  and 
all  the  calculations  formed  upon 
them,  was  generally  and  juftly  ex¬ 
ploded  ;  and  confequently,  that  with 
them  all  the  learned  prelate’s  ar¬ 
guments,  which  were  grounded  up¬ 
on  that  fyftem,  fell  to  the  ground. 
It  was  a  proud  day,  he  faid,  for  the 
manufacturers  of  this  country,  to 
fee  them  come  down  in  a  body  from 
their  ftrong  holds,  fenced  in  by 
prohibitions,  and  mixing  with  the 
world.  Seated  as  they  had  been  on 
the  throne  of  monopoly,  they  gene- 
roufly  chofe  to  defcend  from  it ;  and 
feeing  the  true  policy  of  the  mea- 
fure,  confented  without  a  murmur 
to  give  up  all  their  fences  and  forti¬ 
fications,  to  meet  the  foreign  manu¬ 
facturer  on  equal  terms  at  their  own 
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or  at  his  market — to  venture  abroad 
with  perhaps  but  one-eighth  of  the 
advantages  of  many  other  commer¬ 
cial  countries — and  to  bring  home 
wealth  in  one  hand  and  revenue  in 
the  other. 

The  fecond  point  they  had  to 
conlider  was,  whether,  in  cafe  it 
Ihould  be  thought  right  to  remove 
all  unnatural  reftridlions  from  our 
commerce,  and  to  open  it  to  the 
world,  France  Ihould  be  an  excep¬ 
tion  ?  The  ground  taken  by  thofe 
who  contended  for  the  affirmative 
was  the  invariable  and  fyftematic 
political  enmity  of  that  country  to 
this.  But  he  denied  the  faCt :  no¬ 
thing,  he  faid,  could  be  lefs  found¬ 
ed  ;  and  this  he  proved  at  large  from 
the  hiftory  of  the  two  nations,  from 
a  view  of  the  political  ftate  of 
Europe,  and  from  his  own  conven¬ 
tions  with  feveral  of  the  moil  emi¬ 
nent  ftatefmen  of  France. 

Having  cleared  thefe  points,  and 
declared  that  he  heartily  approved 
of  the  principle  of  the  treaty,  and 
was  only  forry  that  it  had  not  been 
carried  to  a  greater  extent ;  he  faid, 
there  were  fome  particulars  upon 
which  he  was  not  entirely  fatisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  the  negotiators. 
He  was  free  to  own  that  he  thought 
greater  advantages  for  this  country 
might  have  been  obtained.  What 
floated  in  his  own  mind  was  fome- 
thinof  of  this  fort : — to  have  admitted 

O  # 

freely,  article  for  article,  all  manu¬ 
factures,  where  the  firft  materials 
were  equally  attainable,  any  mo¬ 
mentary  fuperiority,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  being  in  negotiation  of 
no  account.  Some  unreciprocal  ar¬ 
ticles  would  remain  on  both  lides  ; 
wine,  brandy,  vinegar,  and  oil,  on 
the  fide  of  France  ;  coals,  lead, 
tin,  on  ours.  Theirs  were  luxu¬ 
ries,  which  we  can  get  elfewhere  ; 

[G]  3  ours 
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ours  are  neceffaries  which  they  can¬ 
not,  at  leaft,  to  advantage  ;  we  had 
confequently  a  right  to  expert  an 
equivalent  for  both.  There  was  be- 
fides,  the  political  tendency  of  the 
treaty,  in  doing  away  prejudices, 
and  removing  the  probability  of 
war,  which  manifeftly  in  the  end 
tends  to  double  the  force  of  France 
by  putting  her  at  her  eafe.  Com- 
penfation  therefore  was  due  for  thefe 
three  points  ;  and  what  occurred  to 
his  mind  was,  to  get  fome  advan¬ 
tage  in  point  of  navigation,  and  to 
have  faid  fomething  of  this  fort  to 
France  :  In  proportion  as  we  give 
up  to  you  land,  you  mull  give  up  to 
us  fea. 

Secondly,  he  thought  a  favourable 
opportunity  had  been  neglected  of 
doing  fomething  for  the  fettlernent 
and  fecurity  of  India. 

Thirdly,  he  expreffed  his  aftonifh- 
ment  at  feeing  the  neutral  code  re¬ 
cognized  in  the  treaty.  He  was 
authorized,  he  thought,  from  what 
paffed  at  making  the  peace,  in  giv¬ 
ing  it  as  his  opinion  and  conjecture, 
that  it  was  a  point  the  French  would 
never  have  infilled  upon.  It  was 
not  the  interell  of  either  country  to 
fuffer  new  marines  to  Hart  up  and 
grow  too  powerful.  Hitherto,  at 
leaft,  thefe  were  the  politics  of 
France  relative  to  Ruffia. 

Fourthly,  no  fteps  appeared  to 
have  been  taken  for  putting  a  flop 
to  the  erections  at  Cherbourg. 

He  laftly  adverted  to  Ireland,  and 
faid  it  was  fcarcely  credible  that  we 
had  no  fettlernent  either  made  or  in 
view  with  that  country.  It  was 
idle  to  talk  of  the  Irifh  propofitions 
having  been  made  and  rejected,  and 
that  therefore  nothing  was  to  be 
done.  Such  language  was  much 
too  humourfome  to  ufe  towards  a 
great  country.  If  a  minifter  were 
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to  tell  the  public  and  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  that  they  did  not 
know  their  own  intereft,  and  mull 
abide  the  confequence,  he  would 
be  looked  upon  as  infatuated.  He 
hoped  therefore  fomething  would 
be  done  without  delay,  and  that 
Ireland  would  not  be  left  to  receive 
greater  favour  from  France  than 
from  Great  Britain. 

He  concluded  with  declaring  his 
opinion,  that  if  this  country  fhould 
decline,  it  would  not  be  on  account 
of  this  treaty,  but  for  other  obvious 
caufes.  If  we  continued  under  a 
perpetual  fluctuation  of  adminiftra- 
tions  and,  in  confequence,  of  fyf- 
tems,  as  we  had  done  for  many 
years  paft,  if  we  went  on  rotting 
in  our  corruption,  and  facrificing 
the  army,  the  church,  and  the  ftate, 
to  the  paltry  purpofe  of  procuring 
majorities  in  the  two  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament,  we  could  never  expect;  to 
be  profperous,  wealthy,  or  power¬ 
ful. 

The  defence  of  the  treaty,  during 
the  whole  progress  of  its  difeuf- 
fion,  fell  aim  oft  totally  Upon  Lord 
Hawkefbury,  who  to  the  objections 
of  its  adverfaries  oppofed  the  various 
arguments  which  we  have  already 
ftated  in  its  favour,  with  great  judg¬ 
ment  and  ability.  The  marquis  of 
Buckingham  alfo  took  a  confider- 
able  fhare  in  the  debate  on  the  fide 
of  government  ;  and  the  duke  of 
Manchefter,  the  lords  Stormont, 
Loughborough,  and  Portchefter,  on 
the  fide  of  oppofition.  The  greateft 
number  that  divided  in  the  commit¬ 
tee  was  upon  the  firft  refolution, 
when  there  appeared  contents  81, 
not  contents  35. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates  a 
fingular  altercation  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  duke  of  Richmond  and 
lord  Lanfdown,  relative  to  contra- 
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di^tory  opinions,  charged  by  the  for¬ 
mer  to  have  been  held  by  the  mar¬ 
quis  in  different  fituations,  upon  his 
grace’s  plan  of  fortification  *.  It 
was  afferted,  on  the  one  fide,  that 
when  lord  Shelburne  was  at  the 
head  of  the  treafury,  the  plan  had 
been  communicated  to  him,  and  that 
he  had  expreffed  a  dire&  approba¬ 
tion  of  it.  This  affertion  was  as 
pofitively  contradicted  by  the  mar¬ 
quis,  who  neverthelefs  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  that  at  the  time  the  communica¬ 
tion  was  made  he  had  not  had  lei- 
fure  to  confult  with  thofe  of  his 
friends,  who  were  moft  capable  of 
giving  an  authoritive  opinion  on  the 
fubjecl.  That  it  happened  at  the 
moment  of  fettling  the  preliminaries 
of  the  peace  ;  when  particular  cir- 
uumftances,  known  he  believed  to 
moll  of  their  lordfhips  (he  meant 
the  divifions  which  fubfifled  in  the 
cabinet)  might  make  it  neceffary  for 
him  to  ufe  fome  addrefs  with  the 
noble  duke,  and  to  be  cautious  of 
provoking  a  very  irritable  mind  by 
a  direcl  rejedtion  of  a  favourite 


fcheme.  And  as  a  proof  that  he 
had  never  given  a  direCt  approba¬ 
tion,  he  read  a  letter  written  to  him 
by  the  duke,  fubfequent  to  the 
time  of  the  fuppofed  approbation, 
in  which  he  requeils  him  to  turn 
the  matter  in  his  thoughts,  and 
give  him  an  anfwer  thereon  as  foon 
as  he  conveniently  could  ;  adding, 
that  when  he  knew  his  opinion,  he 
fhould  form  his  ordnance  eftimate 
accordingly.  To  rebut  this  pre¬ 
emptive  evidence,  the  duke  of 
Richmond  read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  was  prefent  at  the  time 
the  approbation  was  alledged  to  have 
been  given,  in  which  he  declares, 
“  That  the  impreffion  made  upon 
his  mind  at  the  time  was,  and  had 
continued  fo  on  every  reflection  fince, 
that  his  lordfhip  did  fignify  his  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  plans  of  fortification. ” 

On  the  7th  of  March  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  lords  in  the  refolutions 
and  addrefs  was  communicated  to 
the  commons  ;  and  the  day  following 
the  addrefs  was  prefe'nted  by  both 
houfes  to  the  king. 


*  Our  readers  will  recolleft  the  decided  and  aCIive  part  taken  by  the  confidential 
friends  of  lord  Lanfdown  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  upon  th6  debate  on  the  ord¬ 
nance  eltimates  of  the  laft  feffion. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Consolidation  of  the  duties  of  cujlom  and  excife. — The  Speech  oS  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  upon  that  fubjett — fates  the  origin  of  the  duties  of  tonnage 
and  poundage  ;  the  nature  and  inconveniences  of  thofe  duties — the  methods 
hitherto  adopted  for  remedying  them — their  infuffciency . — Explanation 
of  the  new  plan  of  consolidating  the  duties  of  cujlom ,  and  of  excife. — Pro  - 
vifions  to  be  made  for  the  fecurity  of  the  public  creditors.  —  Upwards  of 
three  thoufand  refolutions  to  be  moved. — General  concurrence  of  the  houfe 
in  this  meaSure . — Mr.  Burke's  Speech  on  the  occajion — Sir  Grey  Cooper 
mentions  the  progrefs  made  in  it  during  the  adminijlration  of  Lord  North, 
-—Bill  brought  in  for  the  conftlidation  of  duties. —  Provifions  relative  to 
the  French  treaty  included  therein— objetted  to  on  that  account. — Motion 
for  feparating  the  latter  from  the  former ,  rejetted.  —  Motion  to  the  fame 
effett,  hy  Mr.  Baflard,  rejetted. — IP  arm  debate ,  and  motions  on  the  fame 
jubjett  rejetted  in  the  houfe  of  lords. — Bill  receives  the  royal  ajjent .  In¬ 
novation  in  the  mutiny  bill  again  carried ,  after  much  debate.  Penfion  of 
Sir  John  Skynner — -Mr.  Burke's  fpeecb  on  that  bujinefs.  Motion  in  the 
upper  houfe ,  by  lord  Rawdon ,  rdative  to  the  Spanifh  convention,  and 
the  evacuation  of  the  Mofquito  Jhore — fpeecbes  of  lord  Carmarthen ,  and 
the  lord  chancellor  on  the  fame  fubjett. —  Motion  of  Mr.  Beaufoy ,  for 
taking  the  corporation  and  tefl  atts  into  confi deration — endeavours  to  prove 
that  the  latter  was  never  defigned  to  include  protefiant  aifjenters ;  and 
that  the  reafons  for  the  former  had  ceafed — that  no  man  ought  to  be  pu- 
tiifhed  for  opinions — that  difqualif  cations  are  punijhments  —  that  the  di¬ 
squalifications  were  not  defenftble  by  any  flate  necefjtty, — DiJJenters  vin¬ 
dicated  from  the  charge  of  republicanifm ,  and  oj  aiming  at  the  revenues 
of  the  church — tejls,  that  would  remain  after  the  repeal ,  Jufficient  — 
Objettions  anfwered  relative  to  the  union.  —  Remark  on  the  impiety  of  a 
facramental  tefl . — Mr,  Beaufoy  anfwered  by  Lord  North ,  and  by  Mr. 
Pitt — -fupported  by  Mr.  Fox — his  remarks  on  the  late  conduct  of  the  dif- 
fenters.—Mr .  Beaufoy' s  motion  rejetted  by  178  to  100.  Budget — flourijh- 
ing  Jlate  of  the  finance— controverted  by  Mr.  Sheridan.  Notice  given  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Newnham,  of  a  motion  relative  to  the  embarraffed  jlate  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Prince  of  IP  ales. — RetroSpett  of  various  matters  relative 
to  that  ajjair—firji  eflablifhment  oj  the  Prince's  boufthold — difference  oj 
opinions  on  the  allowance  to  be  made  him — debt  contratted- — meritorious 
condutt  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. — Application  to  the  king  for  ajfi  fiance 
rejetted.— Reduction  of  all  his  eflablifbments ,  and  favings  appropriated 
for  payment  of  the  debt. — MiJ'underjlanding  between  the  King  and  the 
Prince  .—Generous  offer  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  — Application  to  parlia¬ 
ment. — Converfation  on  the  fubjett  in  the  houfe  of  commons — numerous 
appearance  of  the  LJrince,s  friends. — -Mr.  Pitt's  declaration ,  that  he  fhould 
have  to  dijelofe  circumjlances  of  an  unpleafant  nature  —Mr.  Rolle's  menace , 
to  bring  forward  an  enquiry  concerning  the  connettion  between  the  Prince 
and  Mrs.  Fitzherbert. — Prince  of  Wales  demands  to  have  the  whole  of 
his  condutt  enquired  into — authorizes  Mr,  Fox  to  explain  certain  parts 
thereof. — Mr.  Rolle's  behaviour  warmly  cenfured ,  and  defended  by  Mr. 
Pitt — General  difpofition  in  favour  of  the  Prince. — 'The  matter  privately 
accommodated  with  the  Prince  the  day  before  Mr.  Newn - 
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ham’s  motion  was  to  be  made. — Mejfage  from  the  King — fate  of  the  Prince’s 
debts — addrefs  to  the  King  for  their  payment. 


-A  HP  HE  celebrated  plan 
20  reD*  1  of  confolidating  the 
duties  of  cuftom,  alluded  to  by  his 
majefty  at  the  clofe  of  his  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  was  brought  forward 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
on  Monday  the  26th  of  February. 
In  opening  this  bufinefs,  Mr.  Pitt 
began  with  obferving,  that  a  reform 
had  been  long  neceffary  in  the  col¬ 
lection  of  the  revenues,  and  could 
not  be  too  foon  introduced.  Great 
and  multiplied  grievances  exifted 
both  in  the  excife,  the  ftamp  office, 
and  more  efpecially  in  the  cuftoms  ; 
but  it  was  to  the  laft  department 
that  he  had  principally  directed  his 
attention,  becaufe  in  it  the  evil  was 
moll  predominant. 

The  firft  inftitution  of  the  prefent 
fubfifting  duties  of  cuilom,  was  by  a 
ftatnte  of  the  1 2th  of  Charles  the  fe- 
cond,  under  the  names  of  tonnage  and 
poundage.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  an 
impofition  on  wines,  laid  on  by  the 
quantities  imported  :  and  the  other 
was  a  proportionable  duty  calculated 
on  the  value  of  the  feveral  articles. 
This  laft  duty  of  poundage,  which 
was  calculated  on  the  value  of  the 
feveral  articles,  was  of  a  nature 
liable  to  great  inaccuracy  and  ir¬ 
regularity  ;  the  value  of  the  goods 
was  afeertained  by  a  book  of  rates, 
and  was  computed  on  the  quantities 
of  the  goods,  either  with  refpect  to 
gage,  to  weight,  or  to  taille — it  was 
not  a  real  value  that  was  fixed  upon 
them,  fo  that  the  duty  ffiould  bear 
a  certain  proportion  to  that  real 
value,  but  an  arbitrary  value,  per¬ 
haps  according  to  their  actual  ftan- 
dard  at  the  time  of  impofing  the 
duty ;  but  which,  from  the  natural 


fluctuations  of  trade  and  manufac¬ 
tures,  was  neceflarily  liable  to  many 
changes  and  variations.  This  prin¬ 
ciple  of  taxation  being  once  adopted, 
was  purfued  in  every  frelh  fubftdy 
that  had  been  granted  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  intereft  of  the  feveral 
loans  that  were  railed  from  time 
to  time.  In  fome  inftances  it  was 
done  by  impoftng  additional  duties, 
calculated  by  a  per-centage  on  the 
duty  before  paid  ;  in  others  a  fur¬ 
ther  duty  was  laid  upon  a  different 
denomination  of  the  commodity, 
either  with  refpect  to  its  value,  its 
bulk,  its  weight,  or  its  number  ; 
and  proceeding  in  this  manner  from 
period  to  period,  it  had  at  length, 
by  the  numerous  additions  fo  made, 
and  the  unbounded  increafe  of  the 
articles  of  commerce,  produced  that 
mafs  of  confuiion,  that  was  now 
fo  unvierfally  complained  of,  was 
produ&ive  of  infinite  inconveni¬ 
ence  and  delay  to  thofe,  whom  it 
was  the  intereft  of  the  country  to 
have  as  free  from  all  un neceffary 
embarraffments  as  poffible,  the  mer¬ 
cantile  part  of  the  nation. 

Two  modes  had  been  devifed  for 
obviating  thefe  evils.  The  firft  was, 
the  forming  of  a  compilation  of  the 
cuftoms  on  each  article.  This  was 
ufeful  to  the  merchant,  who  perhaps 
had  neither  leifure  nor  inclination 
to  make  fuch  extraCts  from  acts  of 
parliament.  But  from  the  various 
revolutions  that  had  fo  frequently 
occurred  in  the  cuftoms,  the  fyfttm 
had  been  fo  fluctuating,  that  in 
many  inftances  it  had  undergone  a 
change,  before  the  compilation  to 
which  he  alluded  were  publifhed. 

But  even  if  this  difadvantage  did 
not  attend  the  cuftom-houfe  officer’s 
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book  of  rates,  it  yet  only  tended  to 
relieve,  in  a  very  inconfiderable  de¬ 
gree,  the  grievance  complained  of ; 
for  although  the  calculations  con¬ 
tained  in  the  book  might  have  been 
ever  fo  accurate,  yet  the  merchant 
could  not  go  to  the  cuftom-boufe 
and  enter  his  goods  immediately, 
by  paying  down  the  fum  ftated  in 
the  book  of  rates.  For  as  almoft 
all  of  the  additional  fubiidies  had 
been  appropriated  to  fome  fpecific 
fond,  for  the  payment  of  certain 
fpecific  annuities,  he  was  obliged 
to  wait  until  all  the  ufual  calcula¬ 
tions  on  each  fubftdy  had  been 
made,  the  feveral  adds  by  which 
filch  fubiidies  had  been  granted 
having  fo  directed  ;  and  thus,  in 
point  of  time,  nothing  was  faved  by 
the  merchant. 

The  other  mode  which  had  been 
employed,  was  to  apply  for  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  cuftom-boufe  officers. 
This  had,  in  many  inftances,  been 
ufeful  to  the  merchant,  but  it  was 
certainly  improper  to  leave  the  mer¬ 
cantile  part  of  the  country  at  the 
difcretion  of  fuch  perfons.  Nor  was 
it  lefs  fo  that  the  officers  themfelves, 
who  were  intended  to  be  a  check 
®pon  the  merchants,  were  forced  to 
become  their  agents — a  thing  re¬ 
pugnant  to  every  principle  of  reafon 
2nd  policy.  Thofe  abufes,  which 
he  had  ftated  to  exift  in  the  cuftoms, 
obtained  alfo,  though  not  to  the 
fame  extent,  in  the  excife,  and  in 
a  certain  degree  in  one  other  great 
branch  of  the  revenue,  the  ftamps. 
He  fhould  therefore  include  thofe 
Jaft  in  his  general  plan. 

The  mode,  by  which  he  propofed 
m  remedy  this  great  abufe,  was  by 
abolifhing  all  the  duties,  which  now 
fubfifted  in  this  confided  and  com¬ 
plex  manner,  and  to  fubftitute  in 
their  ftead  one  Angle  duty  on  each 


article,  amounting,  as  nearly  as 
poffible,  to  the  aggregate  of  all  the 
various  fubiidies  already  paid — only 
in  general,  where  a  fraction  was 
found  in  any  of  the  fums,  to  change 
the  fraction  for  the  neareft  integral 
number — in  general  taking  the 
higher,  rather  than  the  lower. 
There  could,  he  faid,  be  no  great  ob¬ 
jection  to  this  very  trifling  rife  ;  for 
otherwife  an  equivalent  diminution 
muft  take  place,  or  theconfufion  con- 
fequent  on  fractions  muft  ftill  conti¬ 
nue.  This  advance  from  the  frac¬ 
tions  to  the  integral  would  produce 
an  increafe  of  revenue  to  the  amount 
of  about  20,00c/.  per  annum,  and 
would  lay  upon  the  public  a  bur¬ 
then  moft  amply  compenfated  by 
the  great  relief,  which  the  merchant 
would  experience  from  the  whole  of 
the  plan. 

Thefe  were  the  great  outlines  of 
his  plan  relative  to  the  cuftoms,  a 
branch  of  the  revenue  in  which  re¬ 
form  was  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be 
the  moft  neceflary.  It  was  impof- 
fible  to  enter  into  a  regular  difeuf- 
fion  on  each  point  ;  but,  if  he  could 
convey  a  general  idea  of  what  he 
intended,  he  fhould,  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  attain  his  end. 

The  next  objeCl  that  claimed  at¬ 
tention  was  the  excife.  Here  many 
of  thofe  evils  prevailed,  which  had 
been  the  ground  of  complaint  in  the 
cuftoms  ;  and  though  the  modes  of 
collecting  this  part  of  the  revenue 
were  neither  fo  complex  nor  multi¬ 
farious  as  in  the  other,  yet  they 
flood  much  in  need  of  new  regula¬ 
tions.  All  the  articles  of  excife, 
fuch  as  beer,  candles,  fpirits,  &c. 
& c.  fhould  be  brought  into  one 
point  of  view,  and  the  duties  on 
each  rendered  fo  Ample  in  the  col¬ 
lection,  that  there  could  be  no 
danger  of  mifbkmg  them,  and  of 
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milling  implicitly  to  the  opinion  of 
the  officers  of  excife.  This  objedl 
he  conceived  would  be  attained  by 
making  one  duty  ferve  for  all. 

Having  explained  his  intentions 
refpetling  the  confolidation  of  the 
duties,  as  far  as  the  queilion  flood 
upon  its  own  merits,  he  proceeded 
to  obferve  in  what  degree  it  might 
affedl  the  fecurity  of  the  public 
creditor.  As  many  of  the  fublidies 
which  it  was  propofed  to  abolilh 
were  particularly  appropriated  to 
the  payment  of  certain  fpecified  an¬ 
nuities,  and  as  fome  of  the  an¬ 
nuitants  were  entitled  to  a  valuable 
priority  of  payment,  it  was  doubted, 
whether  fuch  right  of  priority  might 
not  be  infringed  upon  by  aboliffi- 
ing  thofe  funds,  from  which  fuch 
prior  payments  were  to  iffue,  and 
confolidating  them  all  into  one  ge¬ 
neral  mafs.  But  it  was  by  no  means 
his  intention  that  this  valuable  prio¬ 
rity  ffiould  be  at  all  effedled.  The 
right  of  priority  might  as  well  be 
maintained  by  paying  them  all  out 
of  one  general  fund,  as  by  paying 
firlt  one  fet  of  annuities  out  of  fe- 
veral  funds,  and  the  remaining  an¬ 
nuities  out  of  the  furpluffes  of  thofe 
funds,  provided  that  out  of  that 
general  fund  the  firfl  payments 
were  adlually  made  to  the  an¬ 
nuitants  entitled  to  that  priority. 
In  fadl  this  mode  of  proceeding  at 
prefent  adlually  prevailed.  For  the 
payments  made  to  the  annuitants 
were  not  out  of  the  refpedlive  funds 
appropriated  to  the  different  an¬ 
nuities,  but  the  whole  of  that  bufi- 
nefs  was,  at  this  moment,  condudt- 
ed  at  the  Bank  nearly  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  it  would  be,  wffien  the 
whole  of  the  revenue  was  to  be 
conlolidated  into  one  general  fund. 
The  flate  he  apprehended  had  a 
right,  confidently  with  its  good  faith 


to  its  creditors,  to  make  fuch  alte¬ 
rations  in  the  nature  of  its  fecu- 
rities  as  it  ffiould  fee  to  be  conve¬ 
nient  and  neceffary,  provided  on 
every  fuch  alteration  it  took  care  to 
fubditute  fuch  a  fecurity  as  ffiould 
be  fubdantially  equivalent  to  that 
wffiich  was  fo  changed.  But  to  put 
the  public  creditor  perfectly  at  eata, 
he  ffiould  recommend,  that  not  only 
all  the  feveral  funds  then  contain 
dated  ffiould  become  chargeable 

o 

with  the  public  annuities,  but  that 
every  other  refource  of  the  country, 
of  any  defeription  whatfoever,  ffiould 
be  a  collateral  fecurity  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  thofe  debts — even  the  aids 
of  the  current  year. 

Thus  the  demands  of  the  cre¬ 
ditor  would  be  always  fatisfied  5 
though  at  the  fame  time  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  propofed  appro¬ 
priation  would  never  be  neceffary  ; 
and  he  mentioned  it  rather  as  aa 
expedient  fitted  to  remove  appre- 
henlions  and  fcruples,  than  as  a 
meafure  to  which  ncceffity  would 
ever  oblige  them  to  have  recourfe. 

The  plan  he  had  propofed  was 
not  brilliant,  but  fimple  in  its  na¬ 
ture.  It  promifed  no  flattering  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  revenue,  but  fuch 
an  arrangement  as  would  relieve  the 
officer  of  government  from  much 
trouble,  and  exempt  the  fubjedi 
from  embarraffment  and  injullice. 
He  had  not  adopted  this  fcheme  on 
the  authority  of  his  own  judgment 
only :  it  had  been  fubmitted.  to  the 
confideration  of  gentlemen  con- 
nedted  with  the  cufloms  and  excife, 
and  had  obtained  their  approba¬ 
tion. 

He  would  encroach  no  further  on 
the  patience  of  the  committee  than 
to  remark,  that  the  refeinding  of 
fo  many  laws  and  regulations,  as 
this  evtenfive  fyflem  demanded, 

would 
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would  require  a  variety  of  refolu- 
tions.  They  amounted  to  three 
thoufand.  W  ith  each  of  them,  how¬ 
ever,  he  would  not  at  prefent  trou¬ 
ble  the  committee  ;  but  would  con¬ 
tent  himielf  with  mailing  a  general 
motion  to  the  following  purport  : 

That  all  the  duties  of  cuftom  and 
4<  exeife,  and  certain  duties  of  ftamps 
“  in  Great  Britain,  do  ceafe  and  de- 
u  termine,  and  that  other  duties  be 
**  fubftituted  in  their  Head.” 

The  plan  thus  offered  by  Mr. 
Pitt  met  with  the  general  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  houfe.  Mr.  Burke, 
who  rofe  immediately  after  the  mi¬ 
ll  iff  ers  declared,  that  the  meafure 
propofed  was  in  itfelf  fo  obvioufly 
peceffary,  beneficial,  and  definable, 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
liad  opened  it  with  fuch  extraordi¬ 
nary  clearnefs  and  perspicuity,  that 
he  thought  it  did  not  become  him, 
or  thofe,  who  like  him  unfortunately 
felt  it  to  be  their  duty  frequently 
to  oppofe  the  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ment,  to  content  themfelves  with 
a  fallen  acquiefcence  ;  but  to  do 
fuftice  to  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman’s  merit,  and  to  return  him 
thanks  on  behalf  of  themfelves  and 
the  country. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  alfo  gave  it  his 
hearty  concurrence  and  faid,  that 
its  advantages  were  fo  obvious  and 
Indifputable,  that  he  could  not  avoid 
mentioning  to  the  committee,  that 
g,  conffderable  progrefs  had  been 
made  in  the  fame  fcheme  during 
the  time,  in  which  a  noble  lord  had 
prefided  in  the  treafury,  under 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  ferve  : 
that  in  the  years  1780  and  1781  he 
had,  by  order  of  the  noble  lord, 
often  feen  and  held  correfpondence 
on  the  fubjed  with  a  very  able  and 
intelligent  commiffioner  of  the  cuf- 
terns© 


He  admitted  that  it  was  compe¬ 
tent  to  the  houfe  to  vary  the  fecu- 
rity  given  to  public  creditors  ;  but 
he  thought,  that  no  variation  or 
drifting  of  the  appropriation  of  fe- 
curity  ought  or  could  be  made  con- 
fiffently  with  the  extreme  delicacy, 
with  which  public  faith  to  credi¬ 
tors,  ought  to  be  preferved,  without 
the  confent  of  the  public  creditors, 
who  were  to  be  affedled  by  any  ar¬ 
rangement  however  advantageous 
to  the  public. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  merely  to  afk,  whe¬ 
ther  due  notification  would  be  given 
to  every  public  creditor,  and  that 
all  fuch  as  were  afraid,  and  did  not 
approve  of  taking  the  new  fecurity 
of  the  general  fund,  with  the  colla¬ 
teral  fecurity  of  the  aids  of  the 
year,  would  have  the  option  of  the 
appropriated  fund  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  deferibed  ? 
Mr.  Fox  added,  that  he  fhould  al¬ 
ways  contend  that  the  fecurity  given 
to  the  public  creditor,  when  he  lent 
his  money,  ought  not  to  be  changed 
without  the  confent  of  fuch  public 
creditor. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
faid,  he  certainly  meant  that  there 
fhould  be  a  full  time  allowed  for  no¬ 
tification  to  every  public  creditor 
of  the  intended  change  of  the  fe- 
curity,  and  that  each  public  cre¬ 
ditor  fhould  have  the  option  that 
had  been  mentioned. 

As  the  duties  to  be  , 

r  ,  ,  7th  March, 

impoied  upon  french  ' 

merchandize,  in  purfuance  of  the 
late  commercial  treaty,  were  necef- 
farily  a  part  of  thofe,  which  were  to 
be  regulated  in  the  plan  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  confolidation,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  declared  his  in¬ 
tentions  of  including  them  in  the 
fame  bill ;  and  accordingly,  on  the 
7th  day  of  March,  the  houfe  hav¬ 
ing 
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ing  previoufly  agreed  to  the  vari¬ 
ous  refolutions  propofed,  he  moved, 
“  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
“  a  bill  purfuant  to  the  refolutions 
**  the  houfe  had  come  to  relative 

to  the  commercial  treaty  with 
“  France,  and  to  the  confolidation 
**  of  duties.”  This  was  objected 
to  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  as  unfair 
and  unparliamentary.  The  refolu¬ 
tions  relative  to  the  French  tariff, 
though  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  it 
had  been  agreed,  were  ftill  to  be  left 
open  for  further  difcuflion,  when  the 
bills  to  be  brought  in  upon  them 
were  debating.  The  manifeft  ob¬ 
ject  therefore  of  mixing  them  with 
the  confolidating  refolutions, of  which 
they  made  but  fourteen  out  of  three 
thoufand  feven  hundred,  and  of  in¬ 
cluding  them  in  the  fame  bill,  was 
to  keep  the  treaty  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  out  of  the  fight  and  out  of  the 
mind  of  the  houfe.  He  therefore 
propofed,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
motion,  thatinflead  of  a  billy  the  word 
bills  fhould  be  inferted.  In  anfwer 
to  Sir  Grey  Cooper’s  objection  it 
was  faid,  that  the  difcuflion  of  any 
matters  relative  to  the  commercial 
treaty  was  by  no  means  precluded, 
fince  in  the  courfe  of  pafling  the 
bill,  when  thofe  parts  came  to  be 
read  which  related  thereto*  mem¬ 
bers  might  then  propofe  their  a- 
mendments  or  objections  to  them. 
But  on  the  other  hand  it  was  faid, 
that  it  threw  an  almoft  infuperable 
obftacle  in  the  way,  fince  it  would 
oblige  all  the  members,  who  wish¬ 
ed  to  bring  forward  fuch  objections, 
to  attend  the  whole  progrefs  of  a 
bill  formed  on  near  four  thoufand 
refolutions.  Upon  a  divifion  the 
motion  was  rejected,  by  a  majority 
of  1 37  to  64. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  the  bill  having  been 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
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mittee,  Mr.  Ballard,  member  for 
Devonlhire,  revived  the  objections 
made  by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  and 
moved,  “  That  the  committee 
4 ‘  Ihould  have  power  to  divide  the 
“  bill  into  two  bills,  if  they  Ihould 
(<  think  lit.”  He  contended,  that 
the  confolidation  of  duties,  and  the 
commercial  treaty,  being  feparate 
and  diftinCt  confiderations,  upon 
which  different  opinions  might  and 
in  faCt  had  arifen,  members  ought  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  giving  a 
diftinCt  and  feparate  vote  upon  each 
fubjeCt  ;  and  that  to  i'ubmit  to  the 
evafton  of  this  right  by  fuffering 
two  objeCts  to  be  put  into  one  bill, 
was  treachery  to  their  conftituents, 
who  had  alfo  a  right  to  know  their 
diftinCt  votes  upon  every  queftion 
that  might  arife  in  parliament.  In 
fupport  of  the  plan  propofed  it  was 
again  urged,  that  it  deprived  no 
member  of  the  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
prefling  his  opinion  diftinCtly  upon 
any  fpecific  regulation  relative  to 
the  treaty  with  France,  and  that  as 
to  its  general  merits  they  had  al¬ 
ready  decided  upon  them.  The 
argument  drawn  A-om  their  being 
feparate  objefts  would  prove  too 
much  ;  fince,  if  admitted,  it  would 
make  it  neceffarv  to  brm£  in  as 
many  bills  as  there  were  refolu¬ 
tions.  The  motion  was  rejected  by 
a  large  majority. 

The  bill  having  palled  the  houfe 
of  commons,  met  with  a  warm  op¬ 
position  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  On 
a  motion  for  its  being  committed, 
the  earl  of  Carlifle  requefted  the 
ferious  attention  of  their  lordfhips 
to  a  matter,  which  he  conceived,  ef- 
fentially  affeCted  the  rights  and  in¬ 
deed  the  very  exiftence  of  that  houfe 
as  a  deliberative  branch  of  the  leg-if- 
lature.  When  the  addrefs  to  his 
majefty  upon  the  commercial  treaty 
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was  agreeql  to,  it  was  underfiood  and 
allowed  by  every  part  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  pfovifions  to  be  made  for 
carrying  it  Jpto  execution  were  Hill 
left  open  for  fhture  difcuffion  and  de¬ 
bate.  But  by  trre.  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing  adopted  by  the  minifier  in  the 
other  houfe,  their  loVdfhips  were 
almoH  totally  precluded  from  any 
farther  deliberation  on  the  fubjeft  ; 
they  were  put  to  the  neceffity  either 
of  confenting  to  thofe  provifions  as 
they  Hood,  whether  they  approved 
of  them  or  not,  or  of  rejecting  a 
plan  of  regulation  relative  to  ano¬ 
ther  fubjeft,  which  feparately  might 
merit  their  warmell  approbation. — 
He  referred  to  the  refolution  paffed 
by  that  houfe  in  the  time  of  Charles 
the  fecond,  by  which  the  bringing 
into  parliament  any  bill,  which  con¬ 
nected  with  a  money  bill  any  matter 
in  itfelf  difiinft  from  that  money 
bill,  was  declared  to  be  unconfiitu- 
tional  and  fubverfive  of  the  rights 
of  that  houfe.  In  the  prefent  cafe 
the  bill  purported  to  raife  money 
by  new  taxes,  to  regulate  the  prefent 
fubfifting  duties,  and  at  the  fame 
time  included  provifions  for  carrying 
into  execution  certain  commercial 
treaties  with  France,  Spain,  and 
Portugal,  a  matter  evidently  of  a 
high  political  nature.  His  opinion 
therefore  was,  that  the  bill  ihould 
be  divided,  that  the  treaty  with 
France  Ihould  be  the  fubjeft  of  a 
feparate  bill,  the  confolidation  of 
duties  of  a  fecond,  and  the  new  taxes 
of  a  third. 

Lord  Hawkefoury  endeavoured  to 
remove  this  objeftkm,  by  making  a 
difiinftkm  between  bilk  of  fupply, 
which  he  contended  were  the  only 
money  bills  to  which  the  refolution 
cited  had  a  reference,  and  inch  bills 
as  the  prefent,  where  money  was 
not  tlx  primary  objeft,  but  came  in 


collaterally  as  a  branch  of  a  fyftem. 
■ — This  diHinftion  was  ridiculed 
by  lord  Loughborough  and  earl 
Stanhope,  and  fupported  by  the 
lord  chancellor,  who  declared,  that 
the  prefent  was  not  a  money  bill  in 
any  refpeft  more  than  a  turnpike 
or  canal  bill  was  a  money  bill. — » 
The  qucfiion  for  committing  the 
bill  was  carried  by  a  majority 
of  70  to  29 ;  and  after  palling 
through  the  remaining  Hages  it  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  afient. 

The  alteration  introduced  laH 
year  into  the  mutiny  bill,  by  which 
brevet  officers  were  made  fubjeft 
to  martial  law,  being  continued  in 
the  bill  of  the  prefent  year,  was 
again  warmly  oppofed  in  both  houfes 
of  parliament.  We  have  fully  Hat¬ 
ed  in  our  laH  volume  the  arguments, 
by  which  this  innovation  was  at¬ 
tacked  and  defended.  Nothing 
new  occurred  in  the  debate  upon 
the  prefent  occafion.  Lord  Stor¬ 
mont  moved  in  the  upper  houfe, 
that  to  the  words  “  officers  commif- 
“  Honed  and  in  pay”  Ihould  be 
added  “  and  in  a  fituation  of  dif- 
te  charging  military  duty.”  This, 
he  faid,  was  necefiary,  in  order  to 
confine  the  operation  of  the  aft  to 
thofe  who  alone  could confiitutional- 
ly  be  made  amenable  to  the  articles 
of  war,  and  it  would  include  the  of¬ 
ficers  by  brevet  whenever  they  were 
actually  engaged  in  the  difeharge  of 
fuch  duty  ;  but  his  motion  was  re- 
jefted  without  a  divifion, 

,  Tbid%*  March, 

trom  his  Majeity  was  * 

delivered  by  the  chancellor  of  the 

exchequer  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 

in  which  he  acquaints  them  “  c  f  his 

being  defn  mis  of  conferring  a  mark 

of  his  royal  favour  upon  Sir  John 

Skynner,  late  lord  chief  baron  of  the 

exchequer,  in  confideiation  of  his 

diligent 
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diligent  and  meritorious  fervices, 
and  of  his  faithful  and  upright 
conduct  in  the  execution  of  that 
office;  and  recommends  to  them  to 
confider  of  enabling  him  to  grant 
an  annuity,  clear  of  all  deductions, 
of  2,000/.  per  annum,  during  the 
term  of  his  natural  life,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  civil  lift  revenues.” — On 
the  2 1  ft  Mr.  Pitt  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  purpofes 
above  mentioned,  and  was  feconded 
by  Mr.  Burke,  who  faid,  that  hav¬ 
ing  frequently  interfered  in  matters 
of  fupply,  he  could  not  avoid  expref- 
fing  on  the  prefent  occafion  his  con¬ 
viction,  that  there  never  came  a 
propofal  for  a  grant  on  better 
grounds  of  acknowledged  fervice 
and  merit  than  the  one  before  them ; 
never  was  an  office  fo  exalted  and 
laborious  filled  with  more  diligence 
and  integrity,  and  refigned  with 
more  dignity. — The  motion  and 
the  bill  paffed  both  houfes  unani- 
moully. 

26th  March.  j? 

having  been  previoufly  fummoned, 
lord  Rawdon  rofe  to  call  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  a  matter  which  he  conceived 
to  be  of  no  fmall  importance,  though 
it  had  hitherto  apparently  efcaped  the 
notice  of  the  public.  The  fubjecl 
which  he  had  to  offer  to  their  confi- 
deration  was  that  part  of  the  con¬ 
vention  concluded  between  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  and  the  king  of 
Spain  in  July  laft,  which  related  to 
the  furrender  of  all  the  Britifh  pof- 
feffions  on  the  Mofquito  ffiore,  for 
the  paltry  confideration  of  a  few 
miles  in  the  bay  of  Honduras. 

He  ftated,  that  the  Mofquito  ffiore 
had  been  in  the  poffeffion  of  Great 
Britain  for  more  than  a  century, 
and  our  right  to  it  as  valid  as  the 
right  we  had  to  Jamaica.  It  conlifted 


n  Monday  the  26th 
March,  the  lords 


of  a  territory  of  near  500  miles  in 
length,  and  was  nearly  of  the  depth 
of  100  miles  inland  from  the  fea. — ■ 
That  there  were  on  it  various  fettle- 
ments,  and  that  the  ref  dents  at  the 
time  of  its  ceffion  confifted  of  near 
1500  Britiffi  fubje&s,  black  and 
white — That  a  regular  form  of 
government  had  been  eftabiiffied  on 
it  many  years  fince  ;  and  that  it  was 
of  great  value  and  importance  to 
this  country,  not  only  from  the 
cotton,  logwood,  indigo,  and  liignr 
it  afforded,  but  alfo  from  its  berate; 
a  protection  to  our  other  poffeffion® 
in  that  quarter  from  the  infults  of 
the  Spaniards. 

But  another  circumffance  In  this 
bufinefs  deferved,  he  faid,  a  ft  ill  fe- 
verer  cenfure.  In  the  14th  article  of 
the  convention  it  was  faid,  that  44  his 
44  Catholick  majefty,  prompted  folely 
44  by  motives  of  humanity ,  promiles 
44  to  the  king  of  England,  that  he 
44  will  not  exercife  any  aCts  of  feve- 
44  rity  againft  the  Moiauitos  inha* 
44  biting  any  part  of  the  countries 
44  to  be  evacuated,  on  account  of 
44  the  connexions  which  may  have 
44  fubfifted  betweeen  the  faid  Indians 
44  and  the  Engliffi.”  He  com¬ 
mented  upon  this  article  with  great 
feverity,  contending  that  it  was  a 
moft  degrading  humiliation  of  Great 
Britain,  and  as  fuch  called  loudly  for 
the  cenfure  of  that  houfe  on  thole 
minifters,  who  had  confented  to  fuf- 
fer  it  to  ftand  a  part  of  the  treaty. 

His  lordffiip  concluded  with  mov¬ 
ing,  44  That  the  terms  of  the  con- 
44  vention  with  Spain,  figned  on  the 
44  14th  of  July  1786,  do  not  meet 
44  the  favourable  opinion  of  this 
44  houfe.” 

In  anfwer  to  this  charge  the 
marquis  of  Carmarthen  begged 
leave  to  obferve,  that  if  the  Moi- 
quito  ffiore  had  been  given  up 

and 
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and  evacuated  upon  a  principle  of 
exchange,  as  argued  upon  by  the 
noble  lord,  who  had  brought  this 
fubje£l  before  them,  he  fhould  be 
rnoft  ready  to  acknowledge  that 
minifters  deferved  every  poftible 
cenfure.  But  he  well  knew,  that 
the  convention  had  been  formed  on 
far  different  grounds  than  the  mere 
exchange  of  territory.  The  6th 
article  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peade  with  the  king  of  Spain  ren¬ 
dered  a  convention  neceftary,  and 
on  that  ground  it  had  been  negoci- 
ated  and  concluded.  He  was  alfo 
ready  to  admit,  that  in  peaceable 
times  the  Mofquito  (here  might  be 
looked  upon  as  a  valuable  pofieftion ; 
but  confidering  its  fituation,  with  a 
jealous  neighbour  at  the  back  of  it, 
we  might  have  found  ample  reafon 
to  have  regarded  it  otherwife.  In 
this  as  in  many  other  cafes,  where 
upon  the  face  of  the  tranfadlion 
minillers  might  appear  to  be  to 
blame,  there  was  flrong  and  fuffi- 
cient  ground  of  juftification,  if  the 
diferetion  due  from  men  in  high  ex¬ 
ecutive  offices  did  not  teach  them 
rather  to  rifque  their  own  character, 
and  to  be  contented  with  a  con- 
feioufnefs  of  their  innocence,  than 
refort  to  that  mode  of  juftification, 
which  muft  neceftarily  reft  on  a  dif- 
clofure  of  fadls,  highly  neceftary,  for 
the  purpofes  of  national  fafety,  and 
the  continuance  of  the  public  peace 
and  tranquillity,  to  be  kept  conceal¬ 
ed.  On  the  prefent  occafion,  he 
would  not  be  the  minifter  mean 
enough  to  juftify  himfelf  by  the  be¬ 
traying  of  any  fecrets,  that  ought 
not  to  be  made  public  without  the 
confent  of  the  crown,  and  which, 
if  made  public,  might  be  attended 
with  eonfequences  prejudicial  to  the 
country. 

The  duke  of  Manchefter  raid  that 


he  rofe  in  confequence  of  the  blame 
that  might  otherwife  be  thought 
imputable  to  him  for  the  part  he 
had  taken  in  negociating  and  con¬ 
cluding  the  definitive  treaty,  under 
the  authority  of  one  of  the  articles 
of  which  it  had  been  declared,  that 
the  convention  with  Spain  was  ne~ 
ceffary.  He  owned  he  felt  himfelf 
particularly  embarrafted  in  what 
manner  to  fpeak  on  the  prefent  oc¬ 
cafion,  fince  it  was  almoft  impoffible 
for  him  to  explain  his  own  conduct 
without  going  into  a  variety  of 
matters,  that  the  houfe  could  not 
properly  comprehend,  unlefs  they 
had  all  the  papers  before  them,  to 
which  thofe  matters  referred ;  the 
produ&ion  of  which  his  majefty’s  mi- 
nifters  might  not  think  it  prudent  to 
permit.  He  would  not  therefore  at¬ 
tempt  to  fay  any  thing,  that  might 
be  confidered  as  betraying  ftate  fe¬ 
crets  ;  he  would  content  himfelf 
with  merely  declaring  that  the  con¬ 
vention  went  a  great  deal  farther 
than  the  definitive  treaty  made  it 
neceftary  to  go.  The  duke  wiftied 
it  to  be  thoroughly  underftood,  that 
he  felt  no  unwillingnefs  to  go  fully 
into  the  matter,  but  was  ready  to 
do  it,  if  the  papers  in  queftion  could 
be  brought  regularly  before  the 
houfe. 

The  lord  chancellor  left  the 
woolfack,  for  the  purpofe  of  an- 
fwering  the  various  arguments,  that 
had  been  urged  in  fupport  of  the 
motion.  The  Mofquito  fhore,  he 
obferved,  had  been  talked  of  as  a 
tra£l  of  country  extending  between 
four  and  five  hundred  miles,  with¬ 
out  the  fmalleft  mention  of  the 
fwamps  and  morafies,  with  which  it 
was  interfperfed,  or  any  allowance 
for  the  parts  of  it  that  were  a£lually 
impoffible  to  be  either  cultivated  or 
inhabited.  With  regard  to  fettle- 

ments, 
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merits,  it  would  be  imagined  by 
thofe,  who  were  Grangers  to  the 
fa&,  that  there  had  been  a  regular 
government,  a  regular  council,  and 
eftablifhed  laws  peculiar  to  the  ter¬ 
ritory  ;  when  the  faift  was,  there 
neither  had  exifted  one  nor  the  other. 
His  lordfiiip  went  into  the  hiftory 
of  the  fettlement,  tracing  it  down 
from  the  year  1650  to  the  year 
1777,  mentioning  lord  Godolphin’s 
treaty,  and  all  its  circumftances, 
and  deducing  arguments  from  each 
fact  he  mentioned,  to  prove,  that 
the  Mofquito  fhore  never  could  be 
fairly  deemed  a  Britifh  lettlement  ; 
but  that  a  detachment  of  loldiers 
had  been  landed  from  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica,  who  had  eredted  for¬ 
tifications,  which  had  been  after¬ 
wards,  by  order  of  the  government 
at  home,  abandoned  and  withdrawn. 
He  adverted  to  what  palfed  on  the 
fubjedf  at  the  peace  of  Paris  in 
1762,  when  governor  Littleton  go¬ 
verned  Jamaica.  He  endeavoured 
to  fhew,  that  this  country,  by  the 
peace  of  Paris,  had  renounced  what¬ 
ever  claim  die  might  before  that 
period  have  fancied  fiie  had,  and 
had  given  a  frefh  proof  of  her  hav¬ 
ing  done  fo  in  the  year  1777,  when 
lord  George  Germain,  the  fecretary 
for  the  American  department,  fent 
out  Mr.  Lawrie  to  the  Mofquito 
fhore,  to  fee  that  the  flipulations  with 
Spain  were  carried  fully  into  execu¬ 
tion.  With  regard  to  the  degradation 
of  the  country,  which  the  14th  arti¬ 
cle  was  pretended  to  hold  out,  he  de¬ 
nied  the  fadf.  The  Mofquitos  were 
not  our  allies;  they  were  not  a  peo¬ 
ple  we  were  bound  by  treaty  to  pro¬ 
tect,  nor  were  there  any  thing  like 
the  number  of  Britifh  fubjedls  there 
that  had  been  dated,  the  number 
having  been,  according-  to  the  lad 
Vol.  XXIX. 


report  from  thence,  only  120  men 
and  16  women.  The  fa£f  was,  we 
had  procured  a  flipulation,  or,  if  no¬ 
ble  lords  pleafed,  the  king  of  Spain 
had  gratuitoufly  promifed  not  to 
punilh  thofe  Britifh  fubjedts  and  Mof¬ 
quitos,  who  had  pofiefted  themfelves 
improperly  of  the  rights  belonging 
to  the  Spanifii  crown,  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  irregular  poffelfion 
had  perfifted  for  a  courfe  of  time, 
but  with  frequent  interruption,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  thofe  rights.  His 
lordfhip  repelled  the  argument,  that 
the  fettlement  was  a  regular  and 
legal  fettlement,  with  fome  fort  of 
indignation  ;  and  fo  far  from  agree¬ 
ing,  as  had  been  contended,  that 
we  had  uniformly  remained  in  the 
quiet  and  unqueftioned  poffefiion  of 
our  claim  to  the  territory,  he  called 
upon  any  noble  lord  to  declare,  as  a 
man  of  honour,  whether  he  did  not 
know  to  the  contrary.  Would  they 
fay  the  trade  carried  on  from  the 
Mofquito  fhore  was  any  thing,  either 
more  or  lefs,  than  a  fmuggling  trade 
upon  the  Spaniards  and  their  fettle- 
ments  ?  And  would  any  noble  lord 
fav,  that  a  Britifh  minifter,  in  anv 
given  fituation,  ought  to  maintain 
and  fupport  fuch  a  trade  in  the  face 
of  parliament,  or  in  negociation  with 
any  one  foreign  court  whatever  ? 

Lord  Rawdon  role  to  confirm  by 
additional  proofs  the  arguments  he 
had  before  ufed.  He  produced  fome 
documents  figned  by  general  Dal- 
ling,  when  governor  of  Jamaica',  to 
prove  that  a  fuperintendant  had  been 
fent  over  to  the  fettlement  on  the 
Mofquito  fhore  at  that  time,  with  a. 
view  to  form  a  government.  His  lord¬ 
fhip  alfo  quoted  a  hate  paper,  dated 
in  the  year  1744,  as  one  proof  that' 
there  had  exifted  a  council  of  trade, 
&c.  publicly  recognized  by  this 
[i/J  country 
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country  fo  long  fince*  With  regard 
to  there  having  beep  mutual  claims 
equally  urged  by  Great  Britain 
and  Spain,  the  ability  of 


ters,  he  laid,  would  have  been 
proved  by  their  having  made  good 
cur  claims,  and  not  by  their  having 
ceded  them  to  the  claims  of  Spain. 

At  length  the  queftion  was  put, 
and  the  houfe  divided  : 

Contents  -  -  -  &7 

Not  contents  -  “53 

iRfh  Mar-h  tKe  twenty-e‘gh* 

foy,  member  for  Great  Yarmouth,  at 
the  requeft  of  the  deputies  of  the  dif- 
fenting  congregations  in  and  about 
London,  made  a  motion  for  taking 
into  conlideration  the  repeal  of  the 
corporation  and  tefb  a£ls. 

The  points  which  Mr.  Beaufoy 
endeavoured,  in  a  long  and  able 
fpeech  to  prove,  were  chiefly  three. 
Firff,  that  the  teft  a£t,  which  con- 
ffitutes  the  moll  extenflve  grievance 
of  which  the  diffenters  complain, 
was  iLbt  originally  levelled  againff 
them ;  and  that  the  caufes  which 
dictated  the  corporation  a£t  have 
eeafed  to  operate.— -The  former  aft, 
which  pclTed  in  the  year  1672,  at  a 
moment  when  the  firft  minifler  of 
date  and  the  prefumptive  heir  to 
the  crown  were  profeffed  papifts, 
and  the  king  himfelf  generally  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  one  in  fecret,  bears  the 
exprefs  title  of  an  ad  for  preventing 
dangers  which  may  happen  from 
poftfh  recufants.  The  minifler,  lord 
Clifford,  who  was  a  Catholic,  at¬ 
tempted  to  perfuade  the  diffenters 
to  oppofe  the  bill,  as  fubjetfling  them 
to  penalties,  who  confeffedly  were 
not  in  any  refpedt  the  objefls  of 
the  law.  The  diffenters  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  through  the  mouth  of  Aider- 
man  Love,  member  for  the  city, 
declared,  that  in  a  time  of  public 


danger,  when  delay  might  be  fatal, 
they  would  not  impede  the  progrefs 
of  a  bill,  which  was  thought  effen- 
tial  to  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,, 
but  would  trull  to  the  good  faith, 
the  juftice  and  humanity  of  parlia 
inent,  that  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  diffenters  fliould  afterwards  be 
paffed.- — The  lords  and  commons 
admitted,  without  hefitation,  the 
equity  of  the  claim,  and  according¬ 
ly  paffed  a  bill  foon  after  for  their 
relief ;  but  its  fuccefs  wras  defeated 
by  a  fudden  prorogation  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  A  fecond  bill  was  brought 
in,  in  the  year  1686,  and  paffed 
both  houfes  ;  but  while  it  lay  ready 
for  the  royal  affent,  king  Charles 
the  fecond,  who  was  much  exafpe- 
rated  with  the  diffenters  for  refufing 
to  fupport  the  catholics,  prevail¬ 
ed  upon  the  clerk  to  fteai  the 

bill. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  corporation 
a£l,  which  paffed  in  the  year  1661, 
when  the  kingdom  was  ffill  agitated 
with  the  effects  of  thole  dorms  that 
had  fo  lately  overwhelmed  it,  it  was 
allowed  to  have  had  the  feflaries  of 
that  day,  who  had  borne  a  confpi- 
CUOU&  part  in  the  preceding  troubles, 
for  its  objefl.  But  the  diffenters  of 
the  prefent  day  weie  not  refponfible 
for  them,  and  were  as  well  affedied 
and  peaceable  fubjefls  as  thofe  of 
any  other  defcription. 

The  fecond  point  which  Mr. 
Beaufoy  endeavoured  tQ  prove  was, 
that  every  man  having  an  undoubted 
right  to  judge  for  himfelf  in  matters 
of  religion,  he  ought  not,  on  account 
of  the  exercife  of  that  right,  to  incur 
any  pmufliment,  or  to  be  branded 
with  a  mark  of  infamy  ;  but  that  the 
exciufion  from  military  fervice  and 
civil  trulls  was  both  a  punilhment 
and  an  opprobrious  diftindlion. — 
To  prove  that  it  was  in  ftri&nefs  a 

punishment. 
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punilhment,  he  obferved  that  it  was 
in  fact  that  punilhment  which  the 
laws  indicted  upon  feme  of  the 
greateft  crimes.  Has  an  officer,  he 
laid,  in  the  civil  line  of  the  public 
i’ervice  been  detected  in  a  flagrant 
breach  of  the  duties  of  his  truft  ? 
Has  lie  violated  his  oath  wilfully  and 
corruptly  ?■ — What  punilhment  does 
the  law  inflict  upon  his  deliberate 
perjury  ?  It  declares  him  incapable 
of  ferving  his  majelly  in  any  office 
of  honour,  emolument,  or  trult  :  it 
impofes  upon  him  the  lame  Ipecies 
of  difability  which  it  inflicts  upon 
the  diflenters.  Thus  the  punilhment 
which  is  annexed  bv  the  law  to 
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one  of  the  greatest  crimes,  the 
punilhment  of  perjury  is  inflicted 
upon  a  large  proportion  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  loyal  and  affectionate  fubjeCts, 
not  for  anv  crime  committed,  not 
ior  any  charge  or  fufpicion  of  guilt, 
but  for  opinions  merely  ;  for  opi¬ 
nions  that  have  no  relation  to  civil 
interefts  ;  for  opinions  that  weaken 
none  of  the  obligations  which  bind 
the  individual  to  the  ffate  ;  for  opi¬ 
nions  that  diminifh  none  of  the 
motives  which  urge  him  as  a  citi¬ 
zen  to  a  faithful  difeharge  of  his 
duty — but  for  opinions  purely  reli¬ 
gious. 

The  only  queftion  he  obferved 
that  remained  to  be  conlidered  was, 
whether  the  public  good  required 
that  the  dillentcrs  Ihould  be  fubjebt- 
ed  to  thefc  penalties  and  ftigmas. 
He  allowed  that  a  regard  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  good  ought  to  control  all  other 
conflderations.  But  then  confidera- 
tions  of  general  good  can  never 
juffify  any  invafion  of  civil  rights 
that  is  not  effential  to  that  good  ; 
and  therefore  the  third  point  he  un¬ 
dertook  to  prove  was,  that  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  ads  which  invade 
the  rights  of  the  diflenters  was  not 


neceffary  to  the  general  good  of  the 
kingdom,  nor  to  the  fecuritv  of  the 
eftablilhed  form  of  government,  or 
of  the  eftablilhed  national  church. 
For  this  purpofe  he  remarked,  that 
being  admitted  without  hefitation  or 
referve  to  the  higher  truft  of  legis¬ 
lative  power,  it  was  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe  they  might  not  fafely  be  entrust¬ 
ed  with  the  lower  executive  offi¬ 
ces  :  it  was  abfurd  to  fuppofe  that 
a  ftroiigCr  pledge  ought  to  be  taken 
from  thofe  who  are  to  execute  laws, 
than  from  thofe  who  are  to  make 
them  ;  that  greater  fecurity  fhould 
be  required  from  thofe  who  cannot 
change  the  eftablilhed  conftitution 
either  in  church  or  ft  ate,  than  from 
thofe  who  can.  Mr.  Beaufoy  took 
this  occafion  of  vindicating  the  dif- 
fenters  from  the  charge  of  re- 
publicanifm,  by  referring  to  the 
known  principles  of  the  Scotch 
nation,  and  to  the  condubf  of  the 
Englilh  diflenters  ever  ftnee  the 
revolution.  And  with  refpebt  to 
the  eftablilhed  church,  he  faid,  that 
her  eftablilhment  confifted  in  the 
exclulive  enjoyment  of  her  reve¬ 
nues,  and  not  of  civil  or  military 
offices  ;  and  that  the  diflenters  had 
never  claimed,  nor  ever  wilhed  to 
claim  a  participation  in  the  former. 
On  the  other  hand  he  believed  that 
the  abolition  of  the  penal  law 
would  give  additional  fecurity  to 
the  church,  by  removing  the  only 
ground  that  exifted  of  their  refent- 
ment  again  ft  it,  and  the  only  bond 
of  union  by  which  they  were  induced, 
in  their  various  denominations,  to 
make  a  common  caule,  and  fupport 
each  other. 

Having  cleared  up  thefe  points, 
Mr.  Beaufoy  proceeded  to  obferve, 
that  he  Ihould  be  alked,  what  teft 
he  meant  to  eftablifh  in  the  room  of 
the  faeramental?  He  anfwered,  thofe 
[//]  2  only 
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only  which  by  the  prefent  a<Bs  would 
ft  ill  remain,  the  oath  of  abjuration 
and  fuprernacy,  and  the  declaration 
againft  the  doctrine  of  tranfubftan- 
tiation.  The  former  being  fvvorn 
to  upon  the  faith  of  chriftians,  would 
exclude  all  Jews  and  infidels,  the 
latter  would  exclude  the  Roman  ca¬ 
tholics.  But  it  might,  perhaps, 
again  be  afked,  why  ftiould  the  Ro¬ 
man  catholics  be  deprived  of  their 
natural  rights,  and  fubje&ed  to  op¬ 
probrious  penalties,  for  an  opinion 
fo  purely  religious,  and  fo  harmlefs 
as  to  its  political  tendency,  as  tran- 
fubftantiation  ?  To  this  he  should  an- 
fwer  without  hefitation,  that  if  the 
catholics  can  prove,  that  though  they 
are  of  the  church  they  are  not  of  the 
court  of  Rome  ;  if  they  can  give  a 
fufficient  pledge  of  loyalty  to  the  fo- 
vereign,  and  of  attachment  to  the  laws 
and  conftitution  of  their  country,  he 
thought  they  ought  to  be  admitted 
to  the  civil  and  military  fervice  of 
the  ftate.  He  referred  here  to  the 
examples  of  Scotland,  Ireland,  Hol¬ 
land,  Ruffia,  Pruffia,  and  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  emperor ;  in  none  of 
which,  as  he  fa  id,  were  religious 
opinions  made  the  ground  of  civil 
difqualifications. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  anfwered  the  ob¬ 
jection  that  was  fometimes  drawn 
from  the  treaty  of  union  which 
provides,  that  no  alteration  what¬ 
ever  (hould  ever  hereafter  be  made 
in  the  eftablifhment  of  the  two  united 
kingdoms,  either  in  church  or  ftate. 
He  contended  that  the  intention  of 
the  agreement  was  that  nothing 
ihould  be  taken  from  Scotland,  but 
what  was  then  ftipulated  ;  but  that 
it  could  never  be  meant,  that 
nothing  was  ever  to  be  given  her. 
If  by  an  agreement  with  another 
perfon,  I  acquire  a  right  of  com¬ 
mon  on  his  manor,  I  certainly  fhall 


not  violate  that  compaft  by  after¬ 
wards  voluntarily  giving  him  a  right 
of  common  upon  mine. 

Laftly,  he  dwelt  much  upon  the 
impropriety  and  fcandal  of  prophan- 
ing  a  moil  facred  and  awful  facra- 
ment,  by  mixing  it  with  concerns 
that  were  merely  temporal ;  and 
noted  the  diftrefiing  iituation  in 
Vvhich  it  placed  the  clergy,  who 
were  under  the  ncceflity  of  giving 
it  to  all  who  offered  themfelves  for 
the  purpofe  of  qualification,  or  of 
fubjedting  themfelves  to  grievous 
profecutions.  He  concluded  with 
moving,  that  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe  Ihould  take  into  their 
confideration  fo  much  of  the  a6ts 
referred  to,  as  requires  perfons,  be¬ 
fore  they  are  admitted  into  any 
office  or  place  in  corporations,  or 
having  accepted  any  office,  civil  or 
military,  or  any  place  of  truft  under 
the  crown,  to  receive  the  facrament 
of  the  Lord’s,  Supper,  according  tq 
the  rites  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  was  anfwered  by 
lord  North,  who  lately  had  the 
misfortune  of  lofing  his  eye-fight, 
and  came  down  upon  this  occafion, 
for  the  firft  time  in  the  feffion.  He 
began  with  begging,  that  no  one 
would  draw  any  unfair  conclufions 
from  his  oppofition  to  the  prefent 
motion,  or  believe  upon  that  account 
that  he  was  an  enemy  to  toleration 
of  opinion  upon  religious  fub- 
jetls.  In  the  year  1778,  when 
he  had  thtj  honour  of  ferving  his 
majefty  in  an  high  office,  he  thought 
that  a  finiffiing  ftroke  had  been  put 
to  the  penal  teftriction  upon  religi¬ 
ous  opinions  j  and  that  a$  general 
a  toleration  had  been  then  granted 
as  was  confident  with  the  fecurity  of 
the  eftablilhed  form  of  government. 
If,  faid  he,  there  xemaine  any  thing 
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that  can  operate  as  a  burthen  upon 
any  man’s  confcience,  in  God’s 
name  let  it  be  done  away  ;  but  let 
not  the  admitting1  of  perfons  of  par¬ 
ticular  denominations  into  the  offi¬ 
ces  of  the  ftate  be  confounded  with 
liberty  of  confcience.  If  govern¬ 
ment  finds  it  prudent  and  neceffary 
to  confine  them  to  perfons  of  parti¬ 
cular  principles,  it  has  a  right  fo  to 
do  ;  it  is  a  right  belonging  to  all 
hates  ;  and  all  have  exercifed  it, 
all  do  exercife  it,  and  all  will  conti¬ 
nue  to  exercife  it.  If  diffenters 
claim  it  as  their  undoubted,  their 
natural  right,  to  be  rendered  capa¬ 
ble  of  enjoying  offices,  and  that 
plea  be  admitted,  the  argument  may 
run  to  all  men  ;  the  vote  of  a  free¬ 
holder  for  a  reprefentative  to  parlia¬ 
ment  is  confined  to  thofe  who  pof- 
fefs  a  freehold  of  forty  (hillings  or 
upwards  ;  thofe  not  poffeffing  that 
qualification  may  call  it  an  ufurpa- 
tion  of  their  right  to  prevent  them 
from  voting  alfo. 

We  are  told,  that  other  countries 
have  no  tell  adts,  and  that  their 
eflablifhed  churches  are  not  endan¬ 
gered  for  the  want  thereof.  France 
has  proteftants  at  the  head  of  her 
army  and  her  finances  ;  and  Pruffia 
employs  catholics  in  her  fervice  ; 
but  it  muft  be  conlidered  that  thefe 
are  arbitrary  governments,  and  con¬ 
duced  upon  principles  totally  dif¬ 
ferent  from  ours.  Holland  indeed, 
admits  men  of  all  religion*  into  her 
army,  becaufe,  not  having  fubjedts 
enough  of  her  own,  fhe  is  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  foreign  troops  ;  but 
there  is  no  place  where  they  reftrain 
their  civil  officers  more  to  the  efla- 
blifhed  principles  of  the  country ; 
and  the  fame  policy  prevailed  in 
Sweden. 

It  had  been  faid,  that  by  the  cor¬ 
poration  and  tell  adts,  every  man 


who  refufes  to  fubmit  thereto,  is 
fubjeC  to  the  fame  punifhment  with 
thofe  who  may  be  conviCed  of  great 
and  heinous  crimes.  That  was  not 
the  faC.  No  man,  becaufe  he  does 
not  choofe  to  receive  the  facrament 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  according  to 
the  nfage  of  the  church  of  England, 
is  fubjedted  to  any  punifhment  what¬ 
ever.  The  aC  holds  out  punilh- 
ment  to  thofe  wrho  fill  offices  ;  and 
they  are  punifhed  for  wilfully  flying 
in  the  face  of  an  adl  of  the  legifla- 
ture.  Nor  was  any  indignity  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  diffenters,  by  not  admit¬ 
ting  them  to  offices,  unlefs  they  qua¬ 
lified  by  the  tell  adl.  Have  not  the 
country  refolved  that  no  king  or 
queen  fhould  fit  on  the  throne  of 
the  Britifh  empire,  who  refufed  to 
comply  with  the  tefl  adl  ? — If 
the  throne  was  offered  to  any 
prince  who  would  not  comply  from 
motives  of  confcience,  the  refufal 
of  the  throne  to  him  would  be  offer¬ 
ing  him  no  indignity,  no  infult. 

With  refpeC  to  the  intention  of 
the  legislature  in  thofe  adts,  it  was 
evident  from  their  condudl,  Angu¬ 
lar  as  it  was,  that  they  meant  to 
include  both  papifts  and  diffenters. 
The  corporation  adl  clearly  meant 
to  exclude  the  fe diaries,  and  was 
not  meant  to  extend  to  the  papifls  ; 
but  it  did  not  exclude  both  ;  the  tefl 
a£l  was  chiefly  intended  againft 
the  papifts,  but  alfo  included  both  ; 
and  when  the  parliament  paffed 
both  thefe  adts,  they  knew  both  pa¬ 
pifts  and  diffenters  were  included. 
What  was  the  opinion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  at  the  revolution  ?  That  par¬ 
liament,  taught  by  the  miferies  they 
had  experienced,  and  by  the  dan¬ 
gers  they  had  efcaped,  deliberately 
went  through  all  the  adfs,  and  re¬ 
pealed  every  one  except  the  cor¬ 
poration  and  teft  adls,  which  they 
\_H]  3  confidered 


x  i  $]  ANNUAL  R 

qonfidered  as  mere  civil  and  politi¬ 
cal  regulations  j  they  preferved 
tlieip,  and  they  thought  thepi  necef¬ 
fary  for  the  fafety  of  the  church,  and 
for  the  preservation  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion.  By  that  parliament  a  juft  line 
was  drawn  foi*  the  relief  of  confer¬ 
ence  on  one  hand,  and  for  the  fafety 
of  the  church  on  the  other.  He 
cqnfidered  the  teft  aft  as  the  cor- 
ner-ftone  of  the  conftitution.  King 
James,  when  he  wifhed  to  gain  the 
prince  and  princefs  of  Orange  to  his 
views,  wifhed  to  have  their  opinion 
on  the  propriety  of  repealing  the 
left  and  corporation  afts.  The 
anfwer  of  the  prince  of  Orange 
was,  that  he  agreed  to  the  removal 
pf  the  corporation  act,  but  not  of 
the  teft  aft ;  and  declared  it  to  be 
the  praftice  of  Holland,  to  confine 
all  civil  employments  to  thofe  who 
prpfefled  the  principles  of  the  ftates, 
but  the  army  could  not  be  fo  re- 
ftrained,  on  account  of  the  w.ant  of 
troops.  Nothing  brought  James  fo 
fpeedily  to  the  crlfis  of  his  fate  as 
the  teft  aft  which  reftrained  him, 
and  rendered  it  impoffible  for  him 
to  fill  all  offices  civil  and  military 
with  thofe  of  his  own  feet,  which  he 
hoped  to  be  enabled  to  do  by  gain¬ 
ing  the  repeal  of  the  teft  aft,  and 
then  there  would  have  been  an  end 
to  all  liberty.  He  conceived  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  every  member  of 
that  h.oufe  to  prevent  that  which  in 
a  future  period  might  fubjeft  the 
nation  to  the  fame  dangers  it  had 
before  experienced. 

He  next  remarked  on  the  argu¬ 
ments  refpefting  the  clergy  of  the 
church,  who  were  forced  to  give 
the  facrament  to  all  who  defired 
it.  He  laid,  fo  far  from  its  being 
the  wish  of  the  clergy  of  England 
to  gain  a  repeal  of  the  tell  aft, 
they  were  all  alarmed  at  the  intern 
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tion  of  propofmg  the  repeal, 
were  determined  to  oppqfe  it  with 
their  greateft  ftrength. — Every  mi- 
nifter  is  bound  by  his  holy  office  to 
refufe  the  communion  to  any  un¬ 
worthy  perfon — if  he  refufes  accord¬ 
ing  to  law,  by  law  he  will  be  jufti- 
fied — the  fear  of  an  action  fliould 
not  prevent  a  man  from  doing  hi$ 
duty.  If  the  facrament,  in  many 
inftances,  was  taken  unworthily,  he 
feared  many  falfe  oaths  were  alfo 
taken  ;  but  could  that  operate  as  a 
reafon  for  the  abolition  of  oaths, 
which,  in  many  cafes,  are  abfolutely 
neceffary  ?  The  legislature  is  not  to 
he  anfwerable  for  the  confequences 
of  the  facrament  being  taken  un¬ 
worthily,  any  more  than  for  falfe 
oaths. 

He  concluded  by  warning  the 
houfe  of  the  danger  there  might  be 
in  breaking  down  the  barrier  which 
had  heretofore  guarded  the  confti¬ 
tution.  They  all  knew  the  peri¬ 
lous  nature  of  the  cry,  “  The  church 
£<  is  in  danger  and  an  incendiary 
watching  his  opportunity,  might  do 
as  much  mifehief  by  that  cry,  as  by 
the  cry  of  <£  No  Popery.”  Though 
we  owe  much  to  the  Brunftyick  line 
for  the  bleffings  of  liberty  which  we 
enjoy,  much  is  alfo  owing  to  the 
church  for  its  promotion  of  harmo¬ 
ny,  by  its  fubmiffion  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  its  liberal  principles — 
principles  which  have  encouraged 
bringing  forward  the  prefent  mo¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Piit  followed  lord  North,  and 
took  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion. 
He  ftated  fully  the  diftinftion  which 
it  was  neceffary  to  make,  between 
a  participation  in  the  offices  of  ft  ate, 
and  libeity  of  conference.  Pie  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  mull  be  a  reftric- 
tion  of  rights  in  all  focieties  :  that, 
for  inftance,  in  this  nation,  all  the 

modes 
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modes  of  reprefentation  neceffarily 
included  modes  of  qualification.  But 
was  a  man  to  be  confidered  as  pu¬ 
nched  or  difgraced,  becaufe  he  does 
not  vote  for  a  city,  a  county,  or  a 
borough  ?  The  true  queftion  was, 
whether  there  was  any  fubftantial 
intereft  which  made  it  neceffary  that 
one  part  of  the  community  fhould 
be  deprived  of  a  participation  in  its 
civil  offices  ?  He  faid,  the  fecurity 
of  the  eftabliffied  church  was  an  in¬ 
tereft  of  this  nature,  and  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  endangered  by 
the  repeal  propofed.  It  had  been, 
indeed,  aflerted,  that  the  diffen- 
ters  had  not  a  wiffi  to  encroach  upon 
the  eftabliffiments  of  the  church. 
But  of  this  he  muft  beg  leave  to 
doubt :  he  muft  look  to  human  na¬ 
ture  to  find  out  the  fprings  that 
moved  their  aftions.  If  the  danger 
was  not  certain,  at  leaft  it  was  not 
chimerical ;  it  would  afford  fuffi- 
cient  foundation  for  the  fears  of  the 
members  of  the  eftabliffied  church  ; 
and  their  apprehenfions  werenotto  be 
lightly  treated.  It  was  even  reafon- 
able  to  conclude,  without  imputing 
any  injuftice  to  the  diffenters,  that 
if  they  faw  an  opening  fairly  before 
them  they  would  attempt  changes  : 
there  is  a  natural  defrre  in  all  men  to 
extend  the  influence  of  their  reli¬ 
gion  ;  the  diffeuters  were  never 
•backward  in  this,  and  it  was  ne¬ 
ceffary  for  the  eftablifhment  to  have 
an  eye  to  them.  There  are  fome 
diffenters  who  declare  that  the 
church  of  England  is  a  relique  of 
popery ;  others,  that  all  eftablilh- 
ments  are  wicked  and  unlawful. 
T'hefe  may  not  be  the  opinions  of 
the  majority  ;  but  no  means  can  be 
devifed  to  admit  the  moderate  part 
of  the  diffenters,  and  to  exclude  the 
more  violent  ;  the  fame  bulwark 
muft  be  kept  up  againft  all.  Mr. 
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Pitt  further  remarked,  that  a  cor¬ 
poration  brought  excluftvely  into 
the  hands  of  diffenters,  which  might 
not  unfrequently  happen  in  cafe 
the  aft  was  repealed,  was  a  very 
different  thing  from  a  diffenting 
member  fitting  in  that  houfe.  When 
a  diffenting  reprefentative  was  cho- 
fen  by  members  of  the  church  of 
England,  he  was  more  likely  to 
come  in  with  fentiments  friendly 
to  the  eftablifhment,  than  if  he  was 
chofen  by  a  majority  of  diffenters  : 
in  this  latter  cafe  it  would  be  his 
intereft  to  play  the  game  of  the 
diffenters  againft  the  eftabliffied 
church.  He  concluded,  with  declar¬ 
ing,  that  the  diferetionary  power 
wifelyr  lodged  and  liberally  exercifed 
every  year  in  bills  of  indemnity  by 
the  legiflature,  left  the  diffenters 
no  reafonable  ground  of  complaint  ; 
and  that  they  poffeffed  as  perfeft 
a  toleration  as  the  fecurity  of  the 
eftabliffied  conftitution  in  church 
and  ftate  could  admit. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  a  long  and  able 
fpeech  fupported  the  motion  for  a 
committee,  and  went  over  all  the 
arguments  which,  on  former  ocea- 
iions,  he  had  urged  in  lupport.  of  the 
repeal.  He  concluded  with  remark¬ 
ing  that  on  the  prefen  t  oecafton  he 
fhould  be  fufpected  of  being  biafled 
by  any  improper  partiality  towards 
the  diffenters.  Their  conduft  in  a 
late  political  revolution  was  well 
known  ;  but  he  w'as  willing  to  let 
them  fee,  that  though  they  loft  fight 
of  the  principles  of  the  conftitution 
upon  that  occafion,  he  fhould  not 
upon  anyr  occafion  lofe  fight  of  his 
principles  of  toleration. 

The  motion  was  a-lfo  fupported  by 
fir  Harry  Houghton,  Mr.  Smith, 
and  fir  James  Johnftone  ;  and  op¬ 
posed  by  fir  William  Dolben  ;  who, 
in  proof  of  dangerous  defigns  en- 
[//]  4.  tertained 
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tertained  by  the  diffienters,  read  a 
paffiage  from  a  book  written  by  a 
diftinguifhed  minifter  of  their  body, 
in  which  he  obferves,  “  That  their 
filent  propagation  of  the  truth  would 
in  the  end  prove  efficacious.  They 
were  wifely  placing,  as  it  were  grain 
by  grain,  a  train  of  gunpowder,  to 
which  a  match  would  one  day  be 
laid  to  blow  up  the  fabric  of  er¬ 
ror,  which  could  never  be  again 
raifed  upon  the  fame  foundation.” 
The  queftion  being  put,  it  paffed 
in  the  negative  ;  ayes  100— noes 
i  78. 

On  the  2cth  of  A- 
pril,  the  houfe 
in  a  committee  of  fupply,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  opened  his 
budget  for  the  fervice  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  year.  It  was  a  matter,  he  faid, 
of  great  fatisfaclion  to  him,  and 
the  houfe  he  doubted  not,  would  be 
rejoiced  to  hear,  that  he  had  fiich  an 
account  of  the  ftate  of  the  finances 
to  lay  before  them,  as  would  juftify 
the  fanguine  expectations  which  on 
feveral  former  occafions  he  had  ven¬ 
tured  to  exprefs  before  them.  The 
fervices  of  the  year  would  be  found 
amply  provided  for ;  and  though  it 
had  not  yet  been  practicable  to  re¬ 
duce  fome  of  our  moll  expenfive 
eftablifhments  to  the  level  which  he 
had  expedted,  and  to  what  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  revenue  in  the  preceding 
fe.ffi.Qn  had  fixed  as  an  adequate 
peace  eftablifhment,  yet,  without 
the  impofition  of  any  additional 
burthens,  the  plan  for  the  diminu¬ 
tion  of  the  national  debt  would  be 
ftridtly  purfued,  and  the  feveral 
quarterly  payments,  of  the  250,000b 
regularly  made. 

He  then  proceeded  to  ftate  to  the 
committee  the  feveral  public  char¬ 
ges,  and  the  ways  and  means  for 
defraying  them. 


20th  April. 


The  amount  of  the 
charge  for  the  navy 
was  -  £.2,28  6,000 

For  the  army  -  -  1,881,169 

The  reduction,  he  faid,  which  had 
been  intended  in  thefe  eftimates,  was 
unavoidably  defeated ;  the  former 
exceeding  the  eftimate  of  the  com- 
mittee  486,000b  the  latter  23 1, 000b 
The  ordnance  efti¬ 
mates  were  lefs  than 
that  of  the  committee, 
and  amounted  to  -  ^.3 28,5 76 

Mifcellaneous  fer¬ 
vices  to  -  328,000 

Scotch  roads,  &c.  See.  96,760 
For  deficiencies.  &c.  1,435,000 

Some  few  other  particulars  made 
the  total  amount  of  the  fupply 
6,676,000b 

The  ways  and  means  by  which 
this  fum  was  to  be  raifed  were  as 
follow  : 

The  land-tax  and 


malt  duties  -  -  ^*2,437,862 

The  furplus  from  the 


finking  fund  - 

1,226,000 

Increafe  of  cuftoms 

250,000 

Increase  of  afteftments 

400,000 

Army  favings 

The  favings  from  ar¬ 

240,000 

my  accompts  - 

180,000 

Revenue  from  confo- 

lidating  plan,  and  cam¬ 
brics  - 

180,000 

The  fum  to  be  paid 
from  the  Eaft-India 
company,  and  carried 
to  the  fervice  of  the  pre- 
fent  year  -  320,000 

Such  were  the  fpecific  films  in¬ 
tended  for  the  difeharge  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  expences  ;  and  there  were  others 
which  might  be  added,  and  which 
he  would  ftate  to  the  committee. 
Two  principal  circumftances  ope¬ 
rated  to  the  diminution  of  laft  year’s 
receipts  in  the  cuftoms  j  one  was, 

the 
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the  failure  of  the  crops  in  our  Welt 
India  Iflands,  which,  in  the  article 
of  fugars  alone,  occafioned  a  defal¬ 
cation  of  320,0001. ;  the  other  was, 
the  fufpenfion  of  trade,  arifing 
from  the  various  negociations  that 
were  '  pending,  which,  from  the 
uncertainty  to  traders,  caufed  alio 
a  confiderable  decreafe  in  the  cuf- 
toms.  .  But  thefe  were  circumftau- 
ces  not  likely  to  happen  this  year, 
nor,  probably,  to  recur  for  a  confi¬ 
derable  time.  No  doubt  then  re¬ 
mained.  of  the  income  of  the  prefent 
year  equalling,  if  not  confiderably 
exceeding,  the  average  of  any  one 
that  preceded  it.  Thefe  expecta¬ 
tions  were  warranted  by  the  increafe 
of  trade  which,  in  confequence  of 
the  treaty,  mull  take  place  with 
France  ;  and  by  the  promife  of  the 
moll  exuberant  crops  in  the  Well 
Indies.  From  thefe,  and  other 
circumllances,  he  Ihould  take  the 
whole  of  the  ways  and  means  at 
6,767,0001.  from  which  deduct¬ 
ing  6,676,0001.  there  would  arife 
a  furplus  to  anfwer  any  extraordi¬ 
nary  expence  of  91,0001.  After  a 
few  other  obfervations,  he  laid,  he 
would  not  trouble  the  committee 
further  bn  the  prefent  occafion,  than 
by  a  motion  for  the  diipolal  of  the 
furplus  now  in  the  exchequer  ;  and 
by  again  intimating  his  intention  of 
augmenting  the  duty  on  licences  for 
the  retailing  of  fpirits.  This,  he 
conceived,  might  be  attended  with  a 
collateral  good  effect,  that  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  conlumption  of  fpiritu- 
ous  liquors  in  an  inordinate  degree  : 
however,  as  he  did  not  mean  to  Hate 
it  as  part  of  the  ways  and  means,  he 
would  bring  it  forward  on  another 
occafion.  He  had  omitted  giving 
notice  that  there  would  be  a  lottery, 
as  that  bufinefs  had  been  formerly 
determined,  and  as  the  produce 
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would  undoubtedly  anfwer  the  claims 
of  the  loyalills. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved,  that  the 
air  of  triumph  with  which  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  had  fet  out, 
but  ill  became  the  humiliating  and 
mortifying  fituation  in  which  he 
Hood,  obliged  to  come  forward  and 
Hate  the  finances  of  the  country  to 
be  in  fo  very  different  a  condition 
from  that  in  which  he  had  laft  year 
fo  confidently  afferted  they  would  at 
prefent  Hand.  The  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  would  be  pleafed  to 
recollebt,  that  he  had  again  and 
again  warned  him  of  the  fallacy  of 
the  principles  upon  which  the  feleCt 
committee  had  proceeded.  He  then 
read  part  of  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  laid  they  had  there 
afferted,  that  the  receipts  would 
amount  to  15,397,0001.  but  he  af¬ 
firmed,  that  an  adtual  deficiency  of 
900,0001.  exifted  ;  as,  from  the 
5th  of  January  1786,  to  the  5th  of 
January  1787,  the  income  was  but 
14,445,000!.  To  the  expenditure 
of  15,563,0001.  mull  be  added  the 
million  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing 
the  national  debt ;  the  expenditure 
of  the  country  would  then  amount 
to  16,563,000!.  while  the  total  in¬ 
come  amounted  to  no  more  than 
14,445,0001.  Such  was  the  real 
ftate  of  the  revenue.  Prefiing  the 
Eaft  India  company  for  the  money 
due  from  them  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  moll  dangerous  refource,  and 
would,  he  apprehended,  fhake  their 
very  foundation.  With  refpedl  to 
the  increale  expected  on  fugars, 
from  the  prolpedl  of  an  abundant 
crop,  he  conlidered  it  as  merely  fpe- 
culative  ;  and  in  the  fame  light  he 
could  not  but  view  mofl  of  the  other 
plans  of  increafe.  "  They  were  at 
befi  but  temporary,  and  to  exped 
from  them  a  permanent  revenue  was 

abfurd. 
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abfurd.  New  taxes  muft  be  levied, 
or  fome  ftrong  meafure  adopted,  to 
render  the  income  fuperior  to  the 
expenditure.  A  clear  account  fhould 
have  been  laid  before  the  public, 
who  did  not  expedt  a  furplus,  and 
■appeared  convinced  of  the  fallacy 
of  the  calculations  of  the  board  of 
revenue  ;  and  he  doubted  not  but 
the  committee  would  concur  with 
them  in  opinion,  if  a  fair  ftatement 
of  the  bufmefs  were  fubmitted  to 
their  infpedlion. 

Mr.  Grenville  faid,  he  could  not 
lit  filent  when  the  board  of  revenue, 
of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  a 
member,  was  fo  feverely  repre¬ 
hended.  He  maintained,  that  every 
expectation  which  the  board  held 
out  had  been  completely  anfwered. 
He  then  read  a  part  of  the  reports, 
and  defied  Mr.  Sheridan  to  point 
out  any  pafiage  that  could  be  inter¬ 
preted  as  an  acknowledgment,  that 
the  average  of  the  year  1 785  was 
to  be  taken  for  fubfequent  years,  as 
it  was  exprefsly  faid,  “  that  the 
taxes  mufc  always  be  liable  to  tem¬ 
porary  variations.”  He  agreed 
with  the  honourable  gentleman, 
that  the  public  ought  not  to  be  de¬ 
ceived  by  fallacious  appearances  of 
advantage  ;  and  be  hoped  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  agree 
with  him,  that  their  hopes  fhould 
not  be  damped  by  mifreprefentati- 
00s  of  a  contrary  nature.  To  him 
the  ftate  of  the  revenue  appeared 
particularly  battering,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Fall  India  company, 
whole  foundation  could  not  be 
fhaken  by  the  payment  of  part  of 
the  fum  which  they  owed  to  go¬ 
vernment  ;  for,  perhaps,  at  no  for¬ 
mer  period  were  their  affairs  in  a 
happier  fituation  ;  and  this  country 
might  reafonabiy  confider  India  as 
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the  moll  valuable  part  of  its  foreign 
poftefiions. 

Mr.  Fox  begged  leave  to  know 
from  the  minifter,  whether  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  of  revenue, 
Hating  15,390,000k  to  be  the  in¬ 
come  of  the  country,  was  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  his  appropriating  a  million 
annually  to  the  difcharge  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt  ?  He  infilled,  that  the 
manner  of  forming  an  average  of  the 
taxes  by  one  year  was  fallacious ; 
and  contended,  that  the  annual  re¬ 
venue  was  confiderably  lefs  than  the 
expenditure. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that  the  balls  of 
the  appropriation  of  the  million  was 
on  the  income  of  the  country ;  and 
defended  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  revenue,  whole  ftatement,  he 
infilled,  was  fair  and  accurate.  He 
then  took  notice  of  Mr.  Sheridan’s 
affertion,  that  the  income  fhould  be 
rendered  fuperior  to  the  expendi¬ 
ture,  even  by  ftrosg  meafures,  or 
by  new  taxes.  Thefe  were  princi¬ 
ples  of  which  he  did  not  approve  ; 
for  he  thought  it  far  better  to  make 
old  taxes  productive  than  to  levy 
new  ones.  He  concluded  with  fay¬ 
ing,  that  a  concurrence  of  circum- 
ftances  warranted  the  expe6lation  of 
a  large  increafe  of  revenue,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  department  of  the 
cuftoms. 

Mr.  Fox  defired  to  know  what 
was  to  be  done  with  the  appropri¬ 
ated  million,  if  the  income  fell  con¬ 
fiderably  fhort :  if  a  loan  were  pro- 
pofed,  unlefs  in  circumftances  of  a 
very  peculiar  kind,  be  fhould  think 
it  his  duty  to  oppofe  it.  He  agreed 
that  it  was  better  to  render  old 
taxes  productive,  than  to  impofe 
new  ones  ;  and  it  was  fairer  to  make 
juft  eftimates  at  once  than  to  come 
afterwards.  The  publicity  of  the 

,  finances 
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finances  of  this  country  was  its 
greateft  blefiing,  and  had  been  the 
Safeguard  of  the  conftitution.  He 
concluded  with  recommending  to 
miniftry  to  come  forward  in  a  manly 
and  ingenuous  manner,  and  ftate 
at  once  the  real  fituatiori  of  the  re¬ 
venue. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  did  not  intend 
to  adopt  the  meafure  of  a  loan,  if 
the  revenues  fell  off ;  but  to  raife  a 
permanent  income  to  anfwer  the 
fixed  expenditure  of  government. 

.  »  On  the  20th  day  of 

20th  April.  A  -I  •  '  , 

r  April,  previous  to  the 

opening  of  the  budget,  a  fubjeA 
was  brought  forward  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  Mr.  Alderman 
Newnham,  which  had  for  fome  time 
before  ftrongly  engaged  the  atten¬ 
tion  and  feelings  of  the  public — 
namely,  the  embarraffed  ftate  of  the 
finances  of  the  prince  of  Wales. 
Our  readers  will  be  pleafed  to  re¬ 
coiled,  that  the  eftablilhment  of 
his  royal  highnefs’s  houfhold  took 
place  upon  his  coming  of  age,  in 
the  year  1783,  during  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  duke  of  Portland.  It 
is  well  known  that  a  great  difference 
of  opinion  fubfifted  at  that  time 
betwten  the  great  perfonage,  with 
whom  the  final  fettlement  of  the 
affair  refted,  and  the  perfons,  whole 
duty  it  was  to  give  him  their  ad¬ 
vice  upon  the  fubjecl,  refpeding  the 
fum  to  be  allowed  for  that  purpofe. 
Upon  a  full  confideration  of  what 
was  thought  becoming  the  credit  of 
the  nation,  and  the  exalted  rank  of 
the  heir  apparent  to  the  throne,  the 
great  increafe  in  the  value  of  every 
article  of  expenditure,  and  the  ceco- 
nomy  of  fuch  a  liberal  provifion  as 
might  totally  fuperfede  the  neceffity 
of  incurring  debt,  the  minifters  of 
that  day  are  faid  to  have  propofed, 
that  an  annual  income  ihould  be 


fettled  upon  him  by  parliament  of 
1  oo,oool.  This  propolition  is  faid 
to  have  been  not  only  entirely  dif- 
approved  of  by  the  king,  but  re¬ 
jected  with  expreftions  of  fuch 
marked  refentment,  as  to  make  the 
immediate  resignation  of  thole  mi¬ 
nifters  more  than  probable.  In  this 
emergency  the  prince  of  Wales, 
who  had  early  manifefted  a  favour¬ 
able  opinion  of  that  party,  inter- 
pofed,  and  gave  the  world,  upon 
this  his  firft  ftep  in  public  life,  a 
ftriking  proof  both  of  filial  duty  and 
public  lpirit.  He  fignified  his  de¬ 
fire,  that  the  whole  bufinefs  Ihould 
be  left  to  the  king ;  and  declared 
his  readinefs  to  accept  of  whatever 
provifion  the  king  in  his  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  might  think  moll  fit ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  he  expreffed  his 
earneft  wilhes,  that  no  milunder- 
ftanding  Ihould  arife  between  the 
king  and  his  then  minifters,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  any  arrangement,  in  which 
his  perfonal  intereft  only  was  con¬ 
cerned.  In  confequence  of  this  in¬ 
terference  the  affair  appears  to  have 
been  accommodated,  and  an  allow¬ 
ance  of  50,ocol.  a  year,  payable  out 
of  the  civil  lift  revenue,  was  fettled 
upon  his  royal  higbnefs. 

A  very  few  years  experience  made 
it  but  too  manifeft,  that  this  provi¬ 
fion  was  inadequate  to  the  purpofe 
for  which  it  was  deligned.  In  the 
year  1786  the  prince  was  found  to 
have  contradled  a  debt  to  the 
amount  of  about  ioo,oool.  exclu- 
five  of  50,000b  and  upwards  ex¬ 
pended  on  Carleton-houfe.  With¬ 
out  prefuming  to  make  any  reflexi¬ 
ons  upon  this  debt,  we  cannot  avoid 
doing  juftice  to  the  fubfequent  con- 
duA  of  his  royal  highnefs.  He  was 
no  fooner  acquainted  with  the  ern- 
barraffed  ftate  of  his  affairs,  and  the 
great  dill  refs,  in  which  it  ncceftarily 

involved 
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involved  a  confiderable  number  of  his 
creditors,  than  he  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  of  taking  fome  effe£lual  mea- 
fures  for  their  relief. 

His  firfl  application  was  to  the 
king  his  father,  upon  whofe  affec¬ 
tion  alone  he  wiihcd  to  rely,  and  to 
whofe  judgment  he  declared  his 
readinefs  to  fubmit  his  pad  and  to 
conform  his  future  condudl.  By  his 
majefly’s  directions,  a  full  account 
of  the  prince’s  affairs  were  laid 
before  him  ;  but  ( whether  it  was 
from  any  diffatisfaCtion  with  thofe 
accounts,  or  with  any  other  parts  of 
the  prince’s  conduct,  or  from  fome 
other  caufe,  has  not  tranfpired)  a 
direct  refufal  to  afford  him  any  re¬ 
lief  was  conveyed  to  his  royal  high- 
nefs  through  one  of  his  principal  of¬ 
ficers  of  ftate. 

In  confequence  of  this  refufal,  the 
prince  of  Wales  appears  to  have 
conceived  himfelf  bound  in  honour 
and  juffice  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
only  expedient,  that  was  now  left 
him.  His  determination  was  prompt 
and  manly.  The  day  after  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  mefiage  from  the  king, 
he  difmiffed  the  officers  of  his  court, 
and  reduced  the  eftablifhment  of  his 
houfhold  to  that  of  a  private  gentle¬ 
man  ;  he  ordered  his  horfes  to  be 
fold,  the  works  at  Carleton-houfe  to 
be  flopped,  and  fuch  parts,  as  were 
not  neceffary  for  his  perfonal  ufe,  to 
be  f#i  ut  up. 

From  theie  favings  an  annual  fum 
of  40, cool,  was  fet  apart,  and  veiled 
in  the  hands  of  trullees  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  his  debts. 

This  conduCl,  however  laudable 
it  may  appear,  did  not  efcape  cen- 
fure.  Il  was  reprefented,  elpecially 
by  the  followers  of  the  court,  as 
precipitate,  and  diirefpeclful  to  the 
king,  and  was  faid  to  have  been 


a  principal  caufe  of  that  diftanee 
which,  unhappily,  has  too  long  and 
too  manifeftly  fubfifled  between 
them.  An  event,  which  happened 
foon  after,  afforded  a  public  proof 
of  the  difpleafure  he  had  incurred  ; 
we  mean  the  danger  to  which  his 
majefly’s  life  was  expofed  in  the 
month  of  Augufl  1786.  Upon  that 
occafion  no  notice  whatever  of  the 
accident  was  conveyed  to  the  prince 
of  Wales  by  the  court — He  learned 
it  at  Brighthelmftone  from  the  in¬ 
formation  of  a  private  correfpon- 
dent.  He  immediately  flew  to 
Windfor.  He  was  received  there 
by  the  queen,  but  the  king  did  not 
fee  him. 

It  was  impoffible  that  the  dura¬ 
tion,  to  which  the  heir  apparent  to 
the  throne  wras  reduced,  fhould  be 
regarded  with  indifference  either  at 
home  or  abroad  ;  and  what  made 
the  indignity  of  his  condition  the 
more  generally  felt  and  lamented 
was,  that  no  man  wras  ever  more 
highly  qualified  by  diftinguifhed  af¬ 
fability,  amiable  manners,  and  a  no¬ 
ble  and  liberal  difpofition,  to  adorn 
the  fplendour  to  which  his  exalted 
birth  entitled  him.  It  is  reported, 
that  the  duke  of  Orleans,  the  richefl 
individual  in  Europe,  who  was  at 
this  time  upon  a  vifit  in  this  country, 
prefled  him  in  the  ftrongefl  manner 
to  make  ufe  of  his  fortune,  till  fome 
favourable  change  fhould  take  place 
in  his  circumftances,  to  whatever  ex¬ 
tent  he  might  find  neceffary.  This 
offer,  though  doubtlefs  generoufly 
intended,  yet  full  of  danger,  in  its 
poffible  tendency,  to  the  public 
welfare,  the  prince  of  Wales,  from 
a  nice  fenfe  of  duty  to  the  public, 
declined.  The  fame  public  prin¬ 
ciple  withheld  him  alfo  from  avail¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  thofe  refources,  which 
'  the 
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the  ufurious  fpeculations  of  monied 
men  are  well  known  to  keep  con- 
llantly  open  in  this  nation  to  the 
temporary  wants  of  the  neceffitous. 

It  was  in  thefe  circumilances  of 
private  dillrefs  and  public  ipirit, 
that  the  expedient  was  fuggefled  to 
his  royal  highnefs  by  feveral  refpec- 
table  members  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  of  appealing  to  the  juilice  and 
generofity  of  the  nation  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  To  this  meafure  the  prince 
appears  to  have  aiTented,  not  more 
from  a  natural  wilh  to  free  himfelf 
from  his  pecuniary  embairaffments, 
than  from  a  delire  to  do  away  any 
bad  imprellion,  that  the  misfortune 
of  having  incurred  the  royal  difplea- 
fure,  and  the  confequent  refufal  of 
affording  him  any  relief,  might 
have  left  upon  the  minds  of  the 
public. 

Accordingly  on  the  day  already 
mentioned  Mr.  Alderman  Nevvn- 
ham  demanded,  in  his  place,  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  whether 
it  was  the  intention  of  his  ma- 
jefly’s  minifters  to  bring  forward 
any  proposition  for  refeuing  the 
prince  of  Wales  from  his  prefent 
embarraffed  and  diftrefled  lituation  ? 
For  though  his  conduct,  under  the 
difficulties,  with  which  he  laboured, 
reflected  the  higheft  honour  upon 
his  character,  yet  he  thought  it 
would  bring  indelible  difgrace  upon 
the  nation,  if  he  were  fuffered  to 
remain  any  longer  in  his  prefent 
reduced  circumilances.  To  this 
queftion  Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  it 
was  not  his  duty  to  bring  forward 
a  fubjedt  of  the  nature  that  had 
been  mentioned,  except  by  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  majefty.  It  was  not 
neceffary  therefore  that  he  ihould 
fay  more,  in  anfwer  to  the  queflion 
put  to  him,  than  that  he  had  not 


been  honoured  with  fuch  a  com¬ 
mand.  Upon  this  Mr.  Newnham 
gave  notice  of  his  intentions  to 
bring  the  fubjedt  regularly  by  a  mo¬ 
tion  before  the  houfe  on  the  fourth 
day  of  May. 

In  the  mean  time  the  , 
friends  of  the  prince  of  2^~  '* 
Wales  were  indefatigable  in  their 
endeavours  to  procure  the  fupport 
of  the  independent  members  of 
parliament  to  the  propofed  motion  ; 
and  at  feveral  meetings,  which  were 
held  for  that  purpofe,  their  num¬ 
bers  were  fo  confiderable  as  to  give 
caufe  of  ferious  alarm  to  the  mi- 
niiler.  On  the  24th  of  April,  Mr.. 
Pitt,  after  requefting  that  Mr. 
Newnham  would  inform  the  houfe 
more  particularly  of  the  nature  o£ 
the  motion  he  intended  to  make, 
adverted  to  the  extreme  delicacy  of 
the  fubjedl ;  and  declared,  that  the 
knowledge  he  poffeffed  of  mstnv 
circumilances  relating  to  it  made 
him  extremely  anxious  to  perfuade- 
the  houfe,  if  poffible,  to  prevent 
the  difeuffion  of  it.  Should  how¬ 
ever  the  honourable  member  per- 
fift  in  his  determination  to  bring  it 
forward,  it  would  be  abfolutely  ne- 
cefiary  to  lay  fhofe  circumilances 
before  the  public  ;  and  however 
diftreffing  it  might  prove  to  him  as 
an  individual,  from  the  profound 
refpecl  he  had  for  every  part  of 
the  royal  family,  he  Ihould  dif- 
charge  his  duty  to  the  public,  and 
enter  fully  into  the  fubjeft.  At  the 
fame  time  Mr.  Rolle,  an  adherent 
of  the  miniller’s,  who  diilinguilhed 
himfelf  greatly  by  his  zeal  upon 
this  occafion,  declared,  that  the 
quedion  involved  matter,  by  which 
the  conjlitutiwi ,  loth  in  church  and 
Jlate>  might  be  elfentially  affe6led ; 
and  that  if  the  friends  of  the  prince 
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or  Wales  perfifted  in  their  attempt,  it 
would  be  neeeffary  to  enquire  into 
thole  circumftances  alfo. 

What  the  circumftances  To  fo- 
lemnly  adverted  to  by  Mr.  Pitt  in 
this  converfaticn  were,  the  houfe 
was  left,  for  the  prefent,  to  conjec¬ 
ture.  The  menace  thrown  out  by 
Mr.  Rolle  was  well  known  to  al¬ 
lude  to  fome  fuppofed  connection 
between  the  prince  and  Mrs.  Fitz- 
herbert,  a  lady  of  a  very  refpeCla- 
ble  Roman  catholic  family,  to  whom 
he  haft  for  fome  time  manifefted  a 
ftrong  •attachment.  For,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  poffibility  of  a  mar¬ 
riage  between  tliofe  two  parties  was 
effectually  guarded  againft  by  the 
royal  marriage  a£t,  great  pains  had 
|^en  taken,  and  not  entirely  with¬ 
out  fuccefs,  to  miflead  the  ignorant, 
and  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
vulgar  upon  that  fubjeCl ;  with  what 
view,  it  would  have  been  more  eafy 
to  conceive  in  former  times  than 
at  prefent,  when  all  the  enemies  of 
the  houfe  of  Brtmfwick  are  fup¬ 
pofed  to  have  ceafed  from  among!! 
the  nation. 

,  On  the  27th  of  the  fame 
2  ^  *  month  Mr.  Newnham,  in 

compliance  with  the  requeft  that 
had  been  made,  fignified  to  the 
houfe,  that  the  motion  he  intended 
to  make,  would  be  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  effect,  “  That  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
praying  him  to  take  into  his  royal 
confideration  the  prefent  embar- 
raffed  ft  ate  of  the  affairs  of  the 
prince  of  Wales,  and  to  grant  him 
inch  relief  as  his  roval  wifdom 

J 

fhould  think  fit,  and  that  the  houfe 
would  make  good  the  fame.”  Se¬ 
veral  members  on  both  tides  of  the 
houfe  having  rifen  to  deprecate  the 
further  difcuffion  of  this  bufinefs, 


and  to  exprefs  their  earneft  tvifhes, 
that  it  might  be  accommodated  in 
fome  other  manner,  Mr.  Sheridan 
got  up  to  declare,  that  the  infinua- 
tions  and  menaces,  which  had  been 
thrown  out  upon  a  former  occafion, 
made  it  impoftible  for  the  prince  to 
recede  with  honour.  He  faid  he 
had  the  higheft  authority  to  declare, 
that  his  royal  highnefs  had  no  other 
wifh,  than  that  every  circumftance 
in  the  whole  feries  of  his  conduCl 
fhould  be  moft  minutely  and  ac¬ 
curately  inquired  into  ;  that  no  part 
of  his  conduCt,  circumftances,-  or 
fituation,  fliould  be  treated  with 
ambiguity,  concealment,  or  affeCled 
tendernefs,  but  that  whatever  re¬ 
lated  to  him  fhould  bo  difcuffed 
openly,  and  with  fair,  manly,  and 
direct  examination  ;  and  that  he  was 
ready,  as  a  peer  of  Great  Britain  ; 
to  give  in  another  place  the  moft 
direCt  anfwers  to  any  queftions  that 
might  be  put  to  him.— -Mr.  Rolle 
obferved,  in  reply,  that  he  had  aCted 
and  fliould  aCt  as  it  became  an  in¬ 
dependent  country  gentleman  to  do, 
when  the  deareft  interefts  of  the  na¬ 
tion  were  at  ftake,  from  the  con¬ 
viction  of  his  own  mind  ;  aild  that 
if  the  motion  propofed  was  perfift- 
ed  in,  he  fhould  Hate  without  re- 
ferve  his  fentiments  upon  the  fubjeCl 
he  had  alluded  to,  according  as  the 
matter  ftruck  him.  Mr.  Pitt  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  had  been  greatly  mif- 
underftood,  if  it  was  conceived  that 
he  meant  to  throw  out  any  iiifinua- 
tions  injurious  to  the  charaCter  of 
the  prince  of  Wales.  The  parti¬ 
culars,  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
which  he  might  find  it  neeeffary  to 
ftate  fully  to  the  houfe,  related  only 
to  his  pecuniary  affairs,  and  to  a 
correfpondence  that  had  taken  place 
on  that  fubjeCl,  and  which  he 

thought 
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thought  would  fatisfy  the  houfe  of 
the  impropriety  of  complying  with 
the  propofed  motion. 

,  On  the  30th  Mr.  Newn- 
^  '  ham  rofe  again,  to  make  a 

few  observations  upon  what  had 
paffed  on  Friday  preceding.  He 
remarked,  that  much  had  been  faid 
of  the  tencTernefs  of  the  ground  upon 
which  he  trod,  and  of  the  dangerous 
confequences  that  might  arife  from 
his  perfeverance.  He  declared  h'ifri- 
felf  totally  ignorant  of  the  grounds 
of  thofe  apprehenfions,  with  which 
others  were  fo  unaccountably  tilled. 
If  there  was  danger  in  the  meafure, 
let  thofe  who  gave  occaficn  to  it 
tremble  at  the  confequences.  He 
law  none  ;  the  prince  faw  none  :  and 
it  was  by  his  exprefs  defire  that  he 
now  gave  notice  he  fhould  purfue 
his  defign.  Highly  honoured,  as  he 
conceived  himfelf  to  be  by  the 
prince’s  confidence  upon  this  occafi- 
on,  he  was  not  to  be  intimidated  ; 
and  he  could  affure  the  houfe,  that 
neither  was  his  royal  highnefs  to  be 
deterred  from  his  purpofe  by  the  bafe 
and  falfe  rumours,  which  were  fpread 
abroad  concerning  him. 

Mr.  Fox,  who  had  been  abfent 
on  the  former  debate,  came  down 
this  day  with  immediate  authority 
from  the  prince  of  Wales,  to  affure 
the  houfe  there  was  no  part  of  his 
conduct  that  he  was  either  afraid  or 
unwilling  to  have  invefligated  in 
the  fulled;  manner.  With  regard 
to  the  private  correfpondence  al¬ 
luded  to,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  laid 
before  the  houfe,  becaufe  he  could 
take  upon  himfelf  to  affert,  that  it 
would  prove  the  conduct  of  his 
royal  highnefs  to  have  been  in  the 
higheft  degree  amiable,  and  would 
prelent  as  uniform  and  perfect  a 
picture  of  duty  and  obedience,  as 
ever,  in  any  inftance,  had  been 


F  EUROPE.  [127 

fhewn  from  a  fon  to  his  father,  or 
from  a  fubjedt  to  his  fovereign. 
With  refpect  to  the  debt,  which  was 
the  caufe  of  his  prefent  difficulties, 
the  prince  was  willing,  if  the  houfe 
fhoukl  deem  it  necelfary,  to  give  a 
fair  and  general  account  in  writing 
of  every  part  of  It ;  and  if  any  fuf~ 
picion  fhould  exift,  that  this  or  that 
general  article  might  comprehend 
fumS  of  money  improperly  applied, 
he  would  give  a  clear  explanation 
of  the  particulars  to  his  majefty,  or 
to  his  min  liters.  Lallly,  with  re¬ 
fpect  to  allufions  made  by  one  mem¬ 
ber,  to  fomething  full  of  danger  te 
the  church  and Jiate ,  he  wifhed  he  had 
fpofcen  more  explicitly.  If  he  al¬ 
luded  to  a  certain  low  and  mali¬ 
cious  rumour,  which  had  been 
iqduftrioufly  propagated  without 
doors,  he  was  authorized  to  de¬ 
clare  it  to  be  a  falfehood,  He  had 
thought  that  a  tale,  fit  only  to  im- 
pole  upon  the  lowed:  of  the  vulgar, 
could  not  have  gained  credit  for  a 
moment  in  that  houfe,  or  with  any" 
one  who  poffeffed  the  moll  ordinary 
portion  of  commCn  fenfe  and  reflec¬ 
tion  ;  but  when  it  appeared  that  an 
invention  fo  grofs  and  malicious,  a 
report  of  a  fadl,  which  was  actually 
impofiible  to  hade  happened,  had 
been  circulated  with  fo  much  iijduf- 
try  and  fuccefs,  as  to  have  made  an 
impreffion  upon  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  that  houfe,  it  both 
proved  the  uncommon  pains  taken 
by  the  enemies  of  the  prince  of 
Wales  to  depreciate  his  charadfer 
and  injure  him  in  the  opinion  of  his 
country,  and  ought  to  be  a  caution 
to  the  houfe,  and  to  the  nation  at 
large,  how  they  gave  credit  to  any 
other  fcandalcus  and  malignant  re¬ 
ports  that  were  circulated  to  his 
prejudice.  Mr.  Fox  concluded  with 
adding,  that  he  was  further  autho¬ 
rized 
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rized  by  his  royal  highnefs  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  he  was  ready,  as  a  peer  of 
parliament,  to  anfvver  in  the  other 
houfe  any  the  molt  pointed  queftions, 
that  could  be  put  to  him  refpedting 
this  report,  or  to  afford  his  majelty 
or  his  minillers  any  other  affurances 
or  fatisfaftion  they  might  require. 

Mr.  Rolle  replied,  that  he  was 
not  lingular  in  his  fears  for  the 
church ;  other  gentlemen  had  been 
equally  alarmed,  and  he  fliould  be 
happy  to  find  that  their  apprehen- 
fions  were  groundlefs.  The  right 
honourable  member  had  faid,  that 
the  fa6f  alluded  to  was  impofiible 
to  have  happened.  They  all  knew, 
indeed,  that  there  were  certain  laws 
and  ahts  of  parliament  which  for¬ 
bade  it,  and  made  it  null  and  void  ; 
but  Hill  it  might  have  taken  place, 
though  not  under  the  formal  fanc- 
tion  of  law  ;  and  upon  that  point  he 
vvifhed  to  be  fatished.  Mr.  Fox 
observed,  that  though  what  he  had 
faid  before  was,  he  thought,  fuf- 
hcient  to  fatisfy  every  candid  and 
liberal  mind,  he  was  willing,  if  pof- 
iible,  to  fatisfy  the  moll  perverfe. 
When  he  denied  the  calumny  in 
quellion,  he  meant  to  deny  it,  not 
merely  with  regard  to  the  effedf  of 
certain  exifling  laws,  but  to  deny  it 
in  totoy  in  point  of  faff  as  well  as 
law.  The  faff  not  only  never  could 
have  happened  legally,  but  never 
did  happen  in  any  way  what  foe  ver, 
and  had  from  the  beginning  been  a 
bale  and  malicious  falfhood.  Mr. 
Rolle  rofe  again,  and  defired  to 
know,  whether  what  Mr.  Fox  had 
kill  faid,  was  to  be  underflood  as 
fpoken  from  direct  authority.  Mr. 
Fox  replied,  that  he  had  diredt  au¬ 
thority. 

It  appears  to  have  been  expell¬ 
ed;,  that  upon  this  declaration  Mr. 
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Rolle  would  have  exprelfed  his  full 
fatisfaflion  ;  and  being  called  upon 
by  a  member  fo  to  do,  he  faid  that 
nothing  fhould  induce  him  to  a£l 
otherwife  than  to  his  own  judgment 
fhould  feem  proper.  An  anfvver 
had  certainly  been  given  to  his 
quellion,  and  the  houfe  would  judge 
for  themfeives  of  that  anfwer.  This 
condufl  cccafioned  fome  warm  re¬ 
flections  from  Mr.  Sheridan  and 
Mr.  Grey,  who  faid,  that  the  mem¬ 
ber,  after  having  put  a  pointed 
quellion  for  the  folution  of  doubts 
exifling  in  his  own  mind,  and  hav¬ 
ing  received  an  immediate  anfwer, 
was  bound  in  honour  and  fairnefs 
either  to  declare  that  he  was  fatisfi- 
ed,  or  to  take  fome  means  of  putting 
the  matter  into  fuch  a  Hate  of  in¬ 
quiry  as  ihould  fatisfy  him.  To 
remain  blent,  or  to  declare  that  the 
houfe  might  judge  for  itfelf,  was 
neither  manly  nor  candid  :  it  tended 
to  aggravate  in  a  high  degree  the 
malicious  falfhood  that  had  been 
propagated,  by  admitting  a  fuppo- 
fition,  that  the  prince  might  autho¬ 
rize  a  falfe  denial  of  the  faCt.  Mr. 
Pitt  defended  Mr.  Rolle  with  great 
warmth,  and  declared,  that  what  had 
been  faid  by  the  members  who  pre¬ 
ceded  him  was  the  moil  direCt  attack 
upon  the  freedom  of  debate,  and 
liberty  of  fpeech  in  that  houfe,  that 
he  had  ever  heard  lince  he  fat  in  par¬ 
liament.  Mr.  Rolle  Hated  Ihortly 
the  part  he  had  taken,  declared  that 
he  had  been  induced  fo  to  do  by  hi® 
affection  for  the  prince  ;  that  he  had 
not  faid  he  was  unfatislied  ;  and  that 
he  left  the  whole  to  the  judgment  of 
the  houfe. 

The  favourable  imprefiion,  which 
this  debate,  the  open  and  manly 
conduct  of  the  prince,  and  the 
havlhnefs  with  which  he  had  been 

treated 
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treated  in  his  moil  private  and 
perfonal  concerns,  left  upon  the 
minds  of  men  both  within  and 
without  the  doors  of  parliament, 
appears  to  have  given  the  minifler 
a  ferious  apprehenfion,  that  upon 
the  queftion  itfelf  he  might  be  left 

n.  at  in  a  minority — For  the 

lit  May.  .  J  . 

J  next  day  overtures  were 

made  to  his  royal  highnefs  to 
bring  the  bufinefs  to  a  private 
accommodation.  On  Thurfday  the 
3d  of  May  Mr.  Pitt  had  an  audience 
at  Carleton-houfe,  and  the  fame 
night  the  Prince  was  informed 
by  his  majefty’s  command,  in  ge¬ 
neral  terms,  that  if  the  motion  in¬ 
tended  to  be  made  the  next  day 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  fhould  be 
withdrawn,  every  thing  might  be 
fettled  to  his  royal  highnefs’s  fatif- 
fa£tion. 

'  the  4th, 
being  in  his  place  in  the  houfe,  in 
which  upwards  of  400  members 
were  affembled,  rofe  and  faid,  he 
felt  the  higheft  fatisfaftion  in  being 
able  to  inform  the  houfe  that  his 
intended  motion  was  no  longer  ne- 
ctffary. — Several  members  joined 
in  exprefling  in  the  warmefl  terlns 
the  great  fatisfa&ion  this  informa¬ 
tion  gave  them. 

In  confequence  of  the  accommo¬ 
dation  above  mentioned,  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  his  royal  highnefs  were 
fubmitted  to  the  infpe&ion  of  com- 
miflioners  named  by  the  king,  and 
on  the  2 1  ft  of  May  the  following 
meflage  from  his  majefly  was  de¬ 
livered  to  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  : 

“  It  is  with  the  greateft  concern 
“  his  majefly  acquaints  the  houfe 
“  of  commons,  that  from  the  ac 
“  counts  which  have  been  laid  be- 
<t  fore  his  majefly  by  the  prince  of 
“  Wales,  it  appears  that  the  prince 
Vol.  XXIX. 


4th  May 


Accordingly  on 
Mr.  Newnham 


“  has  incurred  a  debt  to  a  large 
*  amount  ,  which  if  left  to  be  dif- 
“  charged  out  of  his  annual  in- 
“  come,  would  render  it  impoflible 
“  for  him  to  fupport  an  eftablifh- 
“  ment  fuited  to  his  rank  and  fla- 
“  tion. 

“  Painful  as  it  is  at  all  times  to 
“  his  majefly  to  propofe  an  addi- 
“  tion  to  the  heavy  expences  necef- 
“  farily  borne  by  his  people,  his 
“  majefly  is  induced,  from  his  pa- 
“  ternal  affection  to  the  prince  of 
“  Wales,  to  recur  to  the  liberality 
“  and  attachment  of  hi3  faithful 
“  commons  for  their  afliflance  on 
u  an  occafion  fo  intereiling  to  his 
“  majefty’s  feelings,  and  to  the 
“  eafe  and  honour  of  fo  diflinguifh- 
“  ed  a  branch  of  his  royal  family. 

(i  His  majefly  could  not,  how- 
u  ever,  expert  or  defire  the  afliflance 
“  of  this  houfe,  but  on  a  well- 
“  grounded  expeflation  that  the 
“  prince  will  avoid  contra  dling  any 
“  debts  in  future. 

“  With  a  view  to  this  objetft,  and 
“  from  an  anxious  deflre  to  remove 
u  any  poflible  doubt  of  the  fuffi-. 
“  ciency  of  the  prince’s  income  to 
“  fupport  amply  the  dignity  of  his 
“  fituation  ;  his  majefly  has  dire<ft- 
“  ed  a  fum  of  io,oool.  per  ann. 

“  to  be  paid  out  of  his  civil  lift,  in 
“  addition  to  the  allowance  which 
“  his  majefly  has  hitherto  given 
“  him  ;  and  his  majefly  has  the  fa- 
“  tisfa£lion  to  inform  the  houfe, 

“  that  the  prince  of  Wales  has 
“  given  his  majefly  the  fulleft  aflii- 
‘‘  ranee  of  his  determination  to 
“  confine  his  future  expences  with- 
“  in  the  income,  and  has  alio 
“  fettled  <.  plan  for  arranging  thofe 
expences  in  the  feveral  depart- 
u  ments,  and  for  fixing  an  order 
“  for  payment  under  fuch  regula- 
u  tions  as  his  majefly  trulls  will 
[/]  ce  effe6lually 
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effectually  fecure  the  due  exe- 
i6  cution  of  the  prince’s  inten- 
u  tions. 

“  His  majefly  will  direCl  an  efti- 
“  mate  to  be  laid  before  this  houfe, 
“  of  the  fum  wanting  to  complete, 
“  in  a  proper  manner,  the  work 
“  which  has  been  undertaken  at 
i(  Carleton-houfe,  as  foon  as  the 
“  fame  can  be  prepared  with  fuf- 
“  fkient  accuracy,  and  recommends 
u  it  to  his  faithful  commons  to 
“  confiderof  making  feme  pro vifion 
M  for  that  purpofe,” 

«  G.  R.” 

the  fol- 
account 

of  the  debts  and  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  prince  of  Wales  were  laid 
before  the  houfe. 


Debts . 

Bonds  -----  13,000 

Pur  chafe  of  houfes  -  4,000 
Expences  of  Carleton- 

houfe  -  -  -  -  -  -  53>3°5 

Tradefmen’s  bills  -  90,804 


houfe  -  -  -  -  -  -  53>3°5 

Tradefmen’s  bills  -  90,804 


2\ d  May. 


On  the  23d 
lowing  abftraCl 


Expenditure  from  July 

1783  to 

July  1786. 

Houfehold  - 

29,277 

Privy  purfe  - 

16,056 

Payments  made  by  col. 

Hotham  ;  particulars  deli- 

vered  to  his  majefly 

37>203 

Other  extraordinaries  - 

1 1,406 

Salaries  - 

93.936 

54.734 

Stables  - 

37*9*9 

Mr.  Robinion’s  extra  - 

7>°59 

.  t  J93>648 

The  day  following  an  humble  ad- 

dr  efs  was  ordered  to  be  prefented  to 
the  king,  in  which  after  the  ufual 
thanks  to  his  majefly,  they  humbly 
defire,  that  his  majefly  will  be  gra- 
cioufly  plcafed  to  direCl  the  fum  of 
i6i,oool.  to  be  iffued  out  of  his  ma¬ 
jefly ’s  civil  lift  for  that  purpofe,  and 
the  fum  of  20,000k  on  account  of  the 
Works  at  Carleton-lioufe,  as  foon  as 
an  eftimate  fhall  be  formed  with  fuf- 
ftcient  accuracy  of  the  whole  ex¬ 
pence  for  completing  the  fame  in  a 
proper  manner ;  and  affure  his  ma* 
jefty,  that  his  faithful  commons  will 
make  good  the  fame. 


t 


C  HAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  V. 

Motion  by  Mr.  Fox,  for  repealing  the  Jhop  tax ;  fupported  by  Mr.  Lambton  ; 
reply  of  Mr.  Pitt  ;  motion  rejeded.  Bill  brought  in  for  farming  the  po  fi¬ 
ber  fe  duty  t  meets  an  early  oppofttion  ;  Mr.  Pitt's  defence  of  the  me  a  fure, 
not  repugnant  to  the  conflitution ,  nor  dangtrous  as  a  precedent  «  oppofed 
o.n  tie  Jecond  reading  by  Mr.  Marfham.  Mr.  Lambton ,  Mr.  Ballard , 
and  Mr.  IVyndbam  ;  bill  pafjed.  Singular  petition  from  debtors 
in  Newgate  Infolvent  bill  pafjes  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  oppofed  and 
rejected  in  the  houfe  of  lords  ;  Jentiments  of  the  chancellor  upon  meafures 
of  that  nature  ;  of  lord  Rawdon.  Motion  by  Mr.  Grey ,  relative  to  abufes 
in  the  pofl  office fads  from  the  report  of  ihe  committee  ;  animadverfion  by 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  upon  Mr.  Pitt's  condud  ;  retort  of  the  latter 
upon  the  coalition  ;  fridure  on  Mr .  Pitt's  temporising  <w‘tb  lord  North ,  hy 
Mr.  Adam  ;  violent  altercation  between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Grey ;  motion 
of  cenfure  refpeding  the  pofl  office  by  Mr.  Grey  ;  oppofed  by  lord  Maitland 
and  Mr.  Pitt  ;  rejeded  without  a  divifion.  Motion  in  the  houfe  of  lords , 
relative  to  the  votes  of  the  dukes  of  ghieenfberry  and  Gordon,  in  the  eledion 
of  the  fixteen  peers ;  oppofed  by  the  chancellor ;  fupported  hy  lord  Kinnaird -y 
opinions  of  lord  Douglas,  earl  of  Moreton ,  and  duke  of  Richmond  ;  motion 
carried.  Motion  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  relative  to  the  right  of  the  fons 
of  Scotch  peers  to  reprefent  Scotch  boroughs  or  counties  ;  opinions  of  Sir 
John  Sinclair ,  Mr.  Dundas ,  Sir  James  Johnfone ,  and  Sir  Adam  Per 
gufjon,  in  the  negative  ;  of  lords  Beauchamp ,  Maitland ,  and  Elcbo,  in 
the  affirmative  ;  carried  for  the  negative. 


■24th  April. 


U  R  readers  will 
recollect  that  the 
tax  iinpofcd  upon  retail  fhopkeepers 
in  the  year  ,1 785,  was  ftrongly  op¬ 
pofed  at  the  time  by  the  inhabitants 
of  London  and  Weftminfter,  as  par¬ 
tial  and  unjuft:  in  its  principle,  and 
peculiarly  opprefiive  in  its  opera¬ 
tion  upon  thofe  two  cities.  The 
following  year  their  members  were 
inftrudled  to  move  for  its  repeal ;  and 
though  the  motion  was  rejected  by  a 
great  majority,  they  continued,  with 
unremitted  pcrfeverance,  to  take  the 
moll  adtive  and  vigorous  meafures 
for  fecuringfuccefs  upon  foine  future 
occafion.  Meetings  were  held,  af- 
fociations  formed,  committees  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  a  correfpondence  car¬ 
ried  on  with  all  the  •  confiderable. 


towns  and  corporations  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  many  of  which,  being  pro- 
portionably  fufferers,  xeadily  joined 
the  capital  in  another  application 
to  parliament  for  relief.  The  bu- 
finefs  was  this  year  committed  to 
Mr.  Fox,  who  on  the  24th  of  April 
moved  the  houfe  for  the  repeal.  Pie 
faid,  he  had  never  been  forward  in 
oppoling  taxes,  becaufe  he  thought 
it  the  duty,  in  general,  of  members 
of  parliament  to  fupport  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  arduous  and  invidious 
meafures  of  finance  :  but  at  the  fame 
time  he  thought  there  were  limits 
to  this  duty?  and  that  they  were 
bound  to  infill  upon  the  abolition  of 
any  tax,  which  upon  a  fair  trial  was 
-found  to  be  opprelfive  and  unjuft. 
Such  a  trial  the  tax  in  queftion  had 
f/~!  2  undergone, 
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undergone,  and  it  was  found  by- 
experience  to  be,  what  he  had  ori¬ 
ginally  declared  it  would  prove,  a 
partial  tax  upon  houfekeepers,  whofe 
houfes  had  ill  ops  annexed  to  them  ; 
it  was  to  all  intents  and  purpcfes  a 
perfonal  tax,  unjuftly  levied  from  a 
particular  defcription  of  men.  To 
perfift  in  faying  that  the  confirmer 
paid  the  tax,  when  the  fhopkeepers 
knew  and  were  ready  to  declare  on 
oath,  that  they  paid  it  themfelves 
and  could  not  pay  any  part  of  it  on 
their  cuftomers,  was  the  moft  ridi¬ 
culous  obftinacy.  If  the  fhopkeepers 
Came  to  the  bar,  and  laid,  “  We  pay 

the  tax,  and  as  it  affeffs  us  folely, 
u  we  beg  to  be  relieved  from  it,” 
would  the  houfe  fay,  <£  No,  you  do 
“  not  pay  the  tax,  we  pay  it, 
<£  though  you  do  not  know  it,  and 

we  chufe  to  continue  to  pay 
“  it?” 

The  partiality  of  the  tax,  he  faid, 
was  in  the  high  eft  degree  glaring. 
The  whole  fum  afTeffed  for  the  (hop 
tax  amounted  to  59,000k  of  which 
the  cities  of  London  and  Weftmin- 
fter,  and  the  adjacent  parifhes,  paid 
45,000k  In  fome  parts  of  the 
kingdom  not  above  look  was  a£- 
leffed  for  a  whole  county,  and  not 
above  fifty  for  a  few.  If,  according 
to  the  opinions  of  fome  politicians, 
every  place  fhould  fend  finch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  reprefentatives  to  parliament 
as  was  proportionable  to  their  pay¬ 
ment  of  taxes,  the  inhabitants  of 
London  and  Weftminfter  would  fend 
not  lefs  than  350.  Thefe  faffs,  Mr. 
Fox  contended,  proved  the  tax  to 
be  fo  partial  and  unjuft  in  its  opera¬ 
tion  and  preffure,  that  he  could  not 
fee  how  the  minifter  could  refift  the 
application  for  its  repeal  with  any 
colour  of  realon  or  candour. 

Mr.  Fox  was  iecondcd  by  Mr. 
.Lamb ton,  a  young  member,  who 


had  juft  taken  his  feat  for  the  city 
of  Durham,  and  who  declared  that 
he  rejoiced'  in  the  opportunity  of 
opening  his  lips,  for  the  firft  time 
within  thofe  walls,  with  a  remon- 
ftrance  againft  a  partial,  opprefiive, 
and  unjuft  meafure  ;  for  as  fuch  he 
was  warranted,  not  only  by  his  own 
conviction,  but  by  the  inftruflions 
of  his  conftituents,  to  reprobate  the 
tax  in  queftion.  Mr.  Lambton  ftated 
his  objections  to  the  tax  in  a  long 
fpeech,  with  fo  much  eloquence  and 
ingenuity  as  to  draw  from  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  fol¬ 
lowed  him,  ftrong  exprefiions  of  his 
admiration.  Mr.  Pitt  declared,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  was  by  no  means  con¬ 
vinced  by  his  arguments  ;  and  that, 
he  muft  ftill  maintain,  that  the  tax 
would  fall  not  upon  the  fhopkeep¬ 
ers  but  the  confumers.  It  was  true 
this  would  not  take  place  through 
the  means  of  any  general  and  uni¬ 
form  addition  to  the  prices  qf  par¬ 
ticular  articles ;  but  each  fhop- 
keeper  would  naturally  confider 
what  article  of  his  dealing  was  the 
moft  convenient  for  him  to  enhance, 
fo  as  to  bring  him  an  equivalent 
for  the  tax  :  and  although  the  fame 
article  might  not  be  chofen  by  an¬ 
other  fnopkeeper  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  yet  there  v/as  no  danger  of 
the  former  lofing  his  cuftom  there¬ 
by  ;  for  if  it  were  found  that  on  the 
general  average  the  prices  of  both 
weye  equal,  the  buyer  would,  from 
motives  of  convenience,,  refort  to 
the  fame  fhop.  In  addition  to  this 
and  other  arguments  in  favour  of 
the  tax,  he  begged  the  houfe  to 
confider,  that  in  giving  it  up  now 
they  abandoned  it  for  ever ;  and  in 
any  further  emerge ircv  would  be 
tied  up  and  precluded  from  having 
refort  to  it. 

Upon  a  divifion  there  appeared, 

for 
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lor  the  repeal  147,  againft  it 
183. 

,  ,  ,  On  the  twenty-fixth 

26th  April.  c  a  -i  1  -ii  \ 

1  or  April  a  bill  to  au¬ 
thorize  the  commiflioners  of  the 
treafury  to  let  out  to  farm  the  duty 
upon  poft-horfes,  was  brought  into 
the  houfe  of  commons  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.  A  meafure 
fo  totally  without  precedent  in  this 
kingdom,  and  adopted  from  the 
practice  of  countries,  whofe  forms 
of  government  were  lefs  favourable 
to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjedt  than 
ours,  was  received  as  might  be  ex¬ 
pected,  with  great  jealoufy  and  fuf- 
picion.  Before  the  bill  was  fuffered 
to  be  read  a  firft  time,  the  minifter 
was  called  upon  to  date  the  necel- 
fity  upon  which  it  was  founded,  the 
extent  of  the  frauds  it  was  defigned 
to  prevent,  and  the  new  powers  that 
were  to  be  given  to  the  farmers  of 
the  tax,  to  enable  them  to  put  a  Hop 
to  thofe  frauds  in  future. 

In  order  to  afford  the  houfe  the 
information  that  was  required,  Mr. 
Pitt  remarked,  that  the  fraudulent 
evalion  of  the  tax  was  a  matter  of 
fuch  notoriety,  that  he  believed  it 
could  not  have  efcaped  the  obferva- 
tion  of  a  fingle  member  of  that  af- 
femblv.  The  extent  of  thofe  frauds 
had  not,  he  faid,  been  afcertained, 
but  he  believed  no  one  doubted  of 
its  beinc:  verv  conliderable  ;  and  it 

O  J  7 

was  a  circurrdlance  which  added 
much  to  the  grievance,  that  the  tax 
for  the  mod  part  wa3  exacted  with 
great  ftriCtnefs  from  the  public,  but 
that  a  large  proportion  of  it,  through 
collufion  between  the  inn-keepers 
and  the  collectors,  never  found  its 
way  into  the  exchequer.  To  correCt 
fo  great  an  abuie,  and  to  fecure  to 
the  public  the  receipt  of  that  mo¬ 
ney,  which  the  individual  was  thus 


obliged  to  pay,  it  was  neceffary  to 
put  the  duty  under  fome  regulation  ; 
and  the  only  effectual  mode,  which 
had  occurred  to  him,  was  that  of 
letting  it  out  to  farm. 

It  was  intended,  he  faid,  to  di¬ 
vide  the  ifland  into  diftriCts,  each 
of  which,  a  few  indances  excepted, 
would  contain  a  county.  Thefe  were 
to  be  put  up  to  public  auCtion  ;  and 
that  the  public  might  at  lead  be 
fure  of  lofing  nothing  by  the  bar¬ 
gain,  the  bidders  were  to  begin 
from  that  fum,  which  the  didrid,  at 
its  highed  rate,  had  ever  yet  pro¬ 
duced.  There  could  be  little  doubt 
that  many  candidates  would  offer 
themfelves,  and  that  the  duty  in  each 
diftriCl  would  let  nearly  for  what 
might  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  be 
its  full  value.  It  was  propofed,  that 
the  agreement  fhould  continue  for 
three  years,  that  the  leffee  fhould 
keep  a  regular  account  of  his  re¬ 
ceipts,  and  that  thefe  accounts  fhould 
be  fubmitted  to  the  inlpection  of  the 
treafury.  No  greater  powers  were 
to  be  given  to  the  farmers  than  had 
been  given  to  the  prefent  collectors  ; 
and  it  was  merely  from  the  fupe- 
riour,  becaufe  the  more  interefted, 
vigilance  of  the  former,  that  they 
could  derive  any  advantage. 

He  had  heard  it,  he  faid,  ob¬ 
jected,  that  there  was  fomething  in 
the  principle  of  fuch  an  cftablifh- 
ment  repugnant  to  our  conflitution, 
and  to  the  general  fyftem  cf  our 
revenue  ;  but  for  this  objection  lie 
faw  no  folid  foundation.  It  was 
true,  that  fuch  a  principle  did  ge¬ 
nerally  obtain  in  fome  countries  of 
more  defpotic  and  arbitrary  forms 
of  government  than  ours  ;  and  per¬ 
haps  fome  degree  of  oppreflion  might 
arife  from  the  manner,  in  which  that 
principle  was  carried  into  effect. 

[/]  3  But 
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But  thofe  oppreflions  were  not  to  be 
attributed  to  the  fyftem  of  farming 
the  revenues,  but  to  the  form  of 
government,  which  of  itfelf  would 
naturally  lead  to  arbitrary  and  op- 
preflive  modes  of  collection  under 
any  fyftem  of  revenue  which  might 
be  adopted.  In  thofe  countries  there 
was  not,  as  in  this,  a  parliament 
jealous  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
their  fellow  fubjeCts,  and  able  to 
prote£l  them ;  there  the  farmers 
were  invelled  with  the  powers 
by  the  crown  fingly  ;  whereas  here, 
without  the  confent  of  parliament, 
no  fuch  powers  could  be  given,  even 
if  a  minifter  ftiould  be  defirous  to 
have  them  granted. 

With  refpeCt  to  its  being  an  in¬ 
novation — that,  he  contended,  was 
not,  in  faCt,  ftriCtly  true.  He  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  turnpike  duty,  which, 
he  obferved,  was  of  all  others  the 
molt  analogous  in  its  nature  and 
the  mode  of  its  collection  to  that 
under  difcuffion  ;  and  which  was  al- 
moft  univerfally  let  to  farm.  Another 
inftance  adduced  by  him  was,  that 
of  the  crofs-letter  poftage,  which 
had  been  for  many  years  let  out  to 
Mr.  Allen,  the  gentleman  who  firft 
fuggefted  it. 

A  farther  alarm  had  been  taken, 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  pre¬ 
cedent  might  hereafter  be  followed 
up,  and  other  branches  of  the  reve¬ 
nue  put  upon  a  fimilar  regulation. 
He  denied  that  he  had  any  fuch  in¬ 
tention  ;  and  he  defined  the  houfe 
to  confider,  whether  there  was  not 
fomething  in  the  poft-horfe  duty, 
which  made  it  peculiarly  proper  to 
be  placed  under  the  new  fyftem,  and 
which  might  not  be  applicable  to 
any  other  branch  of  the  public  re¬ 
venue.  He  concluded  with  fome 
observations  upon  the  necefiity  of 


enforcing  a  vigorous  and  effedluai 
collection  of  the  revenue,  as  the 
only  method  of  fupporting  the 
power  and  credit  of  the  country. 

Thefe  arguments  not  appearing 
fatisfaCtory  to  the  minority,  the 
houfe  divided  o/r.  n  rbe  queftion, 
whether  the  bill  ihouki  be  read  the 
firft  time  5  when  there  .appeared, 
ayes  76,  nces  39. 

The  oppofition  was  renewed  upon 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  and 
feveral  ftrong  obje&ions  were  made 
both  to  its  principle  and  provifions. 
It  was  urged  by  Mr.  Marftiam,  that 
no  proof  had  yet  been  afforded  the 
houfe  of  the  exiftence  of  the  frauds 
mentioned  in  the  preamble,  and  not 
even  an  aflertion,  that  the  tax  was 
declining  in  its  produce.  The 
reverfe  indeed  was  the  fa£t,  it 
having  increafed  in  the  laft  quar¬ 
ter  upwards  of  9,000k  Before 
the  houfe  adopted  a  meafure  of  fo 
new  and  important  a  nature,  they 
fhould  at  leaft  have  the  necelfity  of 
it  eftablifhed  by  fome  fort  of  evi¬ 
dence.  He  objedfted  to  the  term  of 
three  years,  for  which  time  the  far¬ 
mers  were  to  hold  their  contracts  ; 
he  even  doubted,  he  faid,  whether 
the  houfe  could  put  the  power  of  re¬ 
pealing  a  tax,  or  enaCting  necef- 
fary  regulations  refpeCting  it,  out 
of  their  reach  for  fuch  a  fpace  of 
time. 

Mr.  Lambton  firongly  condemned 
the  bill,  and  the  mode  of  proceeding 
upon  it,  as  tending  to  eftablifh  a 
dangerous  precedent.  The  exiftence 
of  notorious  frauds  might  be  al¬ 
ledged  in  any  other  branch  of  the 
revenue,  if  no  evidence  or  fpecifica- 
tion  of  them  was  to  be  required  by 
that  houfe.  It  ought  to  be  re¬ 
marked,  he  faid,  that  the  contrac¬ 
tors  were  not  to  be  deprived  of  their 

votes 
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Totes  at  ele&ions.  This  was  the 
fruit  which  the  minifter  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  pluck  from  the  tree  he 
was  planting  ;  but  he  hoped  the 
houfe  would  blaft  that  fruit  in  its 
bud. 

Mr.  Baftard  thought  the  bill  in 
many  rcfpe&s  unconflitutional.  Be- 
fides  the  influence  it  teuded  to 
create,  he  thought  the  houfe  could 
not  delegate  the  powers  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  government  to  others,  who 
were  not  amenable f  to  that  houfe. 
The  executive  government,  in  a- 
dopting  this  meafure,  were  getting 
rid  of  their  refponfibility,  and  the 
houfe  was  giving  up  their  power  of 
redrefs,  which  was  the  laid  thing 
they  fhould  part  with.  Provided 
the  fubjeCt  was  aggrieved  and  com¬ 
plained,  what  could  the  houfe  on 
fuch  an  occafion  do  l — Nothing,  till 
the  contract  expired.  The  contrac¬ 
tor  knew  this,  and  would  be  tempted 
to  opprefs  by  the  fecurity  of  his 
bargain.  He  was  armed  indeed  with 
no  other  powers  than  what  the  go¬ 
vernment  colle&ors  poflefled  :  but 
there  would  be  an  infinite  difference 
in  the  execution  of  them  between 
the  avaricious  rigour  of  a  private 
perfon  in  the  purfuit  of  his  own  in- 
tereft,  and  the  liberal  proceedings 
of  a  board,  who  were  only  agents 
for  the  public. 

Mr.  Wyndham  remarked  upon  the 
fallacy  of  the  argument  that  had  been 
ufed  to  prove  that  the  public  might 
gain,  but  could  not  lofe  by  the  bar¬ 
gain  :  the  very  reverfe,  he  faid,  was 
the  truth.  It  could  not  gain,  becaufe 
the  produce  of  the  tax  being  in  a 
Hate  of  progreffive  improvement, 
and  being  put  up  to  fale  at  its  pre- 
fent  rate,  the  farmers  would  take 
care  not  to  raife  the  price  beyond 
the  certainty  of  reaping  fome  profit 
from  it:  it  might  lofe,  becaufe, 
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upon  a  fuppofition  that  the  prefent 
collection  is  ioo,oool.  and  that  the 
farmer  confents  to  give  105,0001. 
yet  if  he,  by  an  enforced  colle&ion, 
obtains  115,000!.  we  clearly  give 
away  io,oool.  for  5,000!.  and  the 
public  pays  the  whole.  Mr.  Wynd¬ 
ham  contended,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  government  to  keep  the 
collection  in  their  own  hands,  and, 
tQ  try  by  apt  and  proper  regula¬ 
tions,  to  bring  into  the  exchequer 
as  much  as  poffible  of  what  was 
really  paid,  and  not  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  grinding  farmers  of  the 
revenue  to  make  large  fortunes  at 
the  public  expence.  fie  adverted 
alfo  to  the  bad  precedent,  which  the 
prefent  bill  would  eilablilh  ;  and 
aiked,  whether  ever  any  man  intro¬ 
duced  a  precedent,  of  which  a  bad 
ufe  might  afterwards  be  made,  in  a 
manner  glaringly  objectionable  in 
itfelf  ? 

The  bill  was  fupported  in  its 
fcveral  ftages  by  Mr,  Grenville, 
the  attorney  general,  Mr,  Kolle, 
and  Sir  Richard  Hill  ;  and  was  fi¬ 
nally  carried,  upon  $  djvifion,  by 
162  to  95. 

Early  in  the  prefent  feffion  of 
parliament,  a  petition  was  prefented 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  from  tk  ' 
debtors  confined  in  the  gaol  of  New 
gate,  in  which,  after  reprefenting 
the  various  hardlhips  of  their  fitua- 
tion,  and  praying  the  houfe  to  take 
their  cafe  into  confideration,  they 
concluded  in  the  following  words  : 
44  .At  the  fame  time  they  beg  leave 
moll  humbly  to  remark,  that  by  the 
breach  of  a  civil  contraCt  (unlefs 
this  honourable  houfe  pafs  a  bill  for 
their  relief)  they  muft  linger  away 
their  unhappy  lives  in  a  loathfome 
gaol,  while  felons,  who  defy  the  laws 
of  their  country,  fuller  a  lefs  pu- 
nifhment,  by  enjoying  their  liberty 
[/]  4  in 
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in  a  foreign  country  :  they  there¬ 
fore  pray  they  may  be  admitted  to 
the  privilege  of  chiding  the  lot  of 
felons,  and  be  tranfported,  tp  new 
South  Wales,  if  the  wifdom  of  this 
houfe  fhould  not  judge  it  proper  to 
pafs  a  bill  for  their  relief.5’ 

This  fmgular  petition  was  foon 
after  followed  by  a  bill  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  infolvent  debtors,  which  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Sawbridge,  and 
paTed,  as  bills  of  this  kind  have 
ufuallydone,  through  the  houfe  of 
commons,  wdth  little  oppofition. 
Upon  the  motion  for  the  third  read¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Gilbert  begged  leave  to 
acquaint  the  houfe,  that  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  fufpedt,  that  the  gaols  were 
filling  with  prifoners,  who,  in  order 
to  take  advantage  of  the  infolvent 
debtor’s  bill,  made  fraudulent  af- 
fignments  of  their  effects  and  fur- 
rendered  themfelves  merely  with  a 
view  to  cheat  their  creditors  ;  lie 
fhould  therefore  propole,  that  the 
third  reading  be  deferred  three 
weeks,  for  the  purpofe  of  enquiring 
into  the  fafl.  Mr.  Alderman  Le 
Mefurier  (one  of  the  fheriffs  of 
London)  allured  the  houfe,  that 
debtors  had  not  come  into  the  pri- 
fons  that  were  under  his  authority 
falter  or  in  greater  proportions,  than 
at  other  times.  In  fa£t  the  chance 
of  an  infolvent  debtor’s  bill  palling 
both  houfes  of  parliament  had  of 
late  years  been  fo  precarious,  that 
no  debtor  in  his  fenfes,  who  was  at 
liberty  would  call  hirnfelfinto  pri- 
fon  upon  fo  uncertain  a  rifque  as  a 
fpeedv  delivery  under  the  fandtion 
of  fuch  a  pending  bill. 

I11  the  houfe  of  lords,  upon  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  fame  bill,  the 
lord  chancellor,  who  had  on  all  for¬ 
mer  occafions  uniformly  expreffed 
his  opinion  of  the  injuftice  as  well  as 
the  inexpediency  of  adts  of  this  na¬ 


ture,  entered  largely  into  the  rea- 
fons  which  induced  him  to  Hand 
forward  in  oppofition  to  them.  To 
break  in  upon  that  power  of  coercion 
of  payment,  with  which  the  laws  of 
this  country  had  armed  the  creditor 
for  the  fecurity  of  his  property,  was, 
he  conceived  a  manifeft  injuftice.  If 
there  was  to  be  fuch  a  thing  as  im- 
prifonment  for  debt,  he  faid,  it 
ought  to  continue  unchecked  and 
unreftrained,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  fla¬ 
grant  opprefiion  and  unneceffary 
cruelty.  The  general  idea,  that  hu¬ 
manity  required  the  intervention  of 
the  legiflature  between  the  debtor 
and  the  creditor,  was,  he  faid,  a 
falfe  notion,  founded  in  error  and 
dangerous  in  practice.  He,  who  had 
frequent  opportunities  erf  knowing 
and  witnefling  the  temper  of  credi¬ 
tors,  feldom  found  caufe  for  com¬ 
plaint  on  the  ground  of  their  fe ve¬ 
rity,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  lenity 
and  kindnefs  of  the  colledlive  body 
of  creditors,  who  daily  came  before 
him,  were  uniformly  great,  warm, 
and  abundant.  He  had,  in  aid  of 
his  own  obfervation,  a  great  pro- 
feflional  authority  (whofe  ab fence, 
and  the  caufe  of  it,  eveiy  man  mult 
lament)  for  declaring,  that  for  every 
twenty  infolvent  debtors,  there 
fcarcely  ever  appeared  in  the  courts 
of  law  one  cruel  creditor.  Thofe, 
therefore,  who  imagined  the  reverfe 
to  be  the  fatft,  were  egregioufly  mif- 
taken.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the 
laws  refpefting  debtor  and  creditor, 
in  mefne  procefs  and  in  execution, 
flood  in  need  of  revifion,  with  a 
view  to  alteration  and  amendment. 
Perhaps  the  aflertion  was  in  fome 
degree  founded ;  and  he  had  no 
fcruple  to  fay,  that  he  fhould  be  ex¬ 
tremely  willing  to  pay  every  pof- 
ftble  attention  in  his  power  to  the 
confideration  of  fo  weighty  and  im¬ 
portant 
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portant  a  iubject  ;  but  he  earneftly 
conjured  their  lordfhips  not  to  coun¬ 
tenance  fiich  breaches  of  faith  with 
creditors  as  occaiional  infolvent 
bills.  With  regard  to  the  argu¬ 
ment,  that  there  were  3000  debtors 
in  the  different  gaols,  poffibly  there 
might  be  that  number  ;  but  the 
number  that  could  be  ilated  under 
the  circumilances  of  an  infolvent 
bill,  pending  in  parliament,  was 
not  the  number  that  ought  to  be 
looked  to  as  any  guide  to  that  houfe 
in  forming  and  fafhioning  their  opi¬ 
nion  with  refpeft  to  the  bill  under 
conhderation.  The  number  of  pri- 
foners  in  a  gaol,  including  their 
fuites,  their  families  and  attendants, 
was  one  number ;  the  number  of 
aclual  prifoners,  either  on  mefne 
p'rocefs,  or  in  execution,  was 
another  ;  and  the  number  of  pri¬ 
foners  on  the  fpeculation  of  an  in¬ 
folvent  bill,  was  a  third  number  ;  io 
that  little  argument  was  to  be  drawn 
from  that  conhderation,  worthy  of 
much  reliance.  A  much  greater 
evil  than  the  lofs  of  liberty,  he 
faid,  was  the  difnpatipn  and  cor¬ 
ruption  that  prevailed  in  all  our  pri- 
fons  ;  to  that  their  lordfhips  had 
better  direCt  their  attention,  than 
to  the  defrauding  the  creditor  of 
his  chance  of  recovering  his  pro¬ 
perty,  by  letting  loofe  his  debtor, 
and  taking  from  him  the  hopes  of 
payment.  He  drew  the  aiftin&ion 
between  debtors  in  refpedt  to  trade, 
and  debtors  of  other  deferiptions, 
and  fpoke  of  the  ancient  ufage.  by 
-  which  a  tradefman,  who  could  not 
pay  his  debts,  was  punifhable.  Af¬ 
terwards,  as  the  principles  of  trade 
became  better  underflood,  more  en¬ 
larged  ideas  prevailed,  and  the 
bankrupt  laws  were  inflituted  for 
the  relief  of  thofe  traders  who  had, 
through  unforefeen  misfortunes,  in- 
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curred  debts  to  greater  amount, 
than  their  capitals  and  the  fums 
owing  to  them  would  fatisfy.  Thefe 
laws  had  ever  been  deemed  a  Irene- 

O 

rous  proviiion,  as  well  as  a  wife 
protection,  for  cafes  of  that  deferip- 
tion.  On  the  other  hand,  thofe 
who  ran  in  debt,  knowing  that  they 
fliould  never  be  able  to  pay,  were 
certainly  fit  fubjects  of  that  fe ve¬ 
rity  which  the  law,  as  it  flood,  em¬ 
powered  their  creditors  to  exerciie 
towards  them.  The  prefent  bill,  he 
obferved,  made  no  fort  of  diftindlion 
between  the  two  deferiptions,  but 
provided  equally  for  the  liberation 
of  all  debtors  of  almofl  every  de- 
feription  ;  and  confequently,  being 
ind'fcriminate  in  its  objedl,  could 
not  poffibly  be  juft.  With  regard 
to  the  claufe,  which  related  to  com- 
miliioned  and  non-commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers,  he  was  very  ready,  he  faid,  to 
affid  to  extend  the  arm  of  the  public 
to  the  relief  of  that  deferving  de- 
feription  of  men  ;  but  then  he  could 
not  content  to  extend  the  arm  of  the 
public  to  their  relief  at  the  expence 
of  individuals.  The  claufe  extend¬ 
ing  the  benefit  of  the  adl  to  fugi¬ 
tives  beyond  fea,  he  confidered  as 
peculiarly  objectionable.  Such  a 
claufe  would  afford  encouragement 
to  bad-minded  men  to  get  into 
debt,  go  abroad,  and  after  having 
there  fpent,  in  diffipation  and  at 
their  eafe,  all  the  remains  of  their 
fortune,  or  rather  of  the  property 
of  others,  which  they  carried  off 
with  them,  to  come  back  and  take 
advantage  of  an  infolvent  adl,  to 
enable  them  to  begin  their  career 
of  fraud  over  again. 

After  urging  feveral  other  objec¬ 
tions  to  particular  claufes  of  the 
bill,  he  took  notice  of  the  adl  com¬ 
monly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
lords  ad,  upon  which  he  confidered 

aft 
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all  fuch  bills,  as  tbat  row  under  con- 
fideration,  to  be  unwarrantable  in- 
truftons.  Beftdes,  an  alteration  had 
been  lately  made  in  that  aft  of  con- 
fiderable  benefit  to  debtors.  Ke  had 
been  prevailed  upon  two  years  ago 
by  a  noble  earl  (lord  Effingham)  to 
confent  to  extend  the  fain  limited  by 
that  aft  from  iool.  to  200I.  which, 
confidering  the  difference  in  the 
value  of  money  now  from  what  it 
was.  when  this  aft  firft  paffed,  he 
thought  not  unreafonable. 

Another  argument  urged  by  him 
asrainfl  the  bill  was  drawn  from 
the  preamble  of  the  latl  infolvent 
debtor  s  aft,  which  paffed  foon  after 
the  riots  in  1780.  That  preamble 
was  not,  he  faid,  of  his  drawing, 
but  of  a  much  abler  man  ;  and  the 
plain  meaning  of  it  war,,  an  intima¬ 
tion  to  creditors  that  it  was  not 
very  likely  that  any  more  infolvent 
bills  would  be  paffed  ;  now,  though 
he  would  admit  that  one  parliament 
could  undo  what  a  preceding  par¬ 
liament  had  done,  he  afked  their 
lordftilps,  whether  they  were  willing 
fo  wantonly  and  rudely  to  trample 
on  the  authority  of  a  former  aft, 
and  break  the  feederab  compaft, 
which  by  that  preamble  they  had, 
as  it  were,  entered  into  with  cre¬ 
ditors  ? 

Having  gone  through  thefe  vari¬ 
ous  pbjeftions,  his  lordihip  faid,  he 
was  ready  to  allow,  that  the  laws  re- 
fpefting  debtors  and  creditors,  as 
they  then  Hood,  were  very  imperfeft 
and  doubtlefs  required  a  revilion. 
He  threw  out  feveral  ideas  of  his 
own  up  op  the  fubjeft,  and  expreffed 
his  hopes,  that  the  bufmefs  would 
without  delay  be  ferioufly  taken  up 
by  the  legiflature. 

Lord  Rawdon  rofe  after  the 
chancellor,  in  defence  of  the  bill. 
He  faid,  he  faw  the  policy  of  impri- 


fonment  for  debt  in  a  very  differ 
rent  light  from  that,  in  which  his 
lordihip  had  viewed  it ;  and  thought 
the  abufe  of  the  laws  authorizing 
fuch  a  praftice  matter  of  ferious 
complaint.  After  entering  largely 
into  the  nature  and  hiflory  of  thofe 
laws.,  he  faid,  the  learned  lord  had 
admitted  that  they  ought  to  be  re- 
vifed  ;  till  their  lordfhips  therefore 
had  the  virtue  and  induftry  to  infti- 
tute  fuch  a  revtfton,  were  they  not 
bound  in  juftice,  as  well  as  huma¬ 
nity,  to  afford  a  remedy  agafnft 
their  abufe  ?  He  allowed  that  fre¬ 
quent  infolvent  bills  were  not  per¬ 
haps  the  belt  remedy  the  cafe  ad¬ 
mitted  ;  but  he  contended,  that  they 
were  bound  to  apply  fuch  a  remedy 
from  time  to  time,  fo  long  as  they 
fuffered  the  law  to  remain  in  its 
prefent  defective  condition.  He 
therefore  felt  himfelf  obliged  to' 
iupport  the  bill  then  before  the 
houfe  :  it  was  the  caufe  both  of  hu¬ 
manity  to  the  individuals,  and  of  juf¬ 
tice  to  the  public.  Three  thoufand 
debtors  were  at  that  moment  locked 
up  in  prifons,  and  maintained  in  in- 
aftivity,  whofe  fervices  the  public 
had  a  right  to  require  at  their  hands. 
Upon  a  divifion  the  bill  was  loft,  by 
a  majority  of  25  to  12, 

On  the  1  cth  of  this  . 

a  Tij  n  1 ft*1  May. 

month,  Mr.  U-rey  re-  ' 

quelled  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  to  certain  abufes  and 
corrupt  tranfaftions  in  the  poll  of¬ 
fice,  which  had  come  to  his  know¬ 
ledge  in  confequence  of  the  diftnif- 
fton  of  a  noble  relation  of  his  (the 
earl  of  Tankerville )  from  the  office 
of  joint  poitmafter-general,  and 
which  were  not  likely  to  be  reme¬ 
died,  otherwife  than  by  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  enquiry,  as  the  part  taken 
by  the  minifter  in  the  bufmefs  would 


clearly  prove. 


The  feveral  faffs, 
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upon  which  this  accufation  was 
founded,  as  they  afterwards  appear¬ 
ed  confirmed  by  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  enquire 
thereinto,  were  as  follow  : 

Firft,  that  in  the  year  1775  Mr. 
Lees,  on  receiving  an  appointment 
to  be  fecretary  to  the  poll  office  in 
Ireland,  entered  into  fecuijty  to 
pay  the  fum  of  350I.  a  year  out  of 
the  profits  of  that  office  to  a  perfon 
deferibed  by  the  letters  A.  B.  but 
whofe  real  name,  when  the  earl  of 
Tankerville  firft  attempted  to  ex¬ 
amine  into  this  tranfa&ion,  Mr. 
Lees  confidered  himfelf  bound  to 
conceal.  It  afterwards  appeared 
that  this  perfon  was  a  Mr.  Treves, 
an  intimate  friend  of  lord  Carteret, 
who  was,  at  the  time  of  the  above 
appointment,  joint  poftmafter-ge- 
neral  with  lord  Le  Lefpencer  and 
privy  to  the  whole  tranfadfion,  It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Todd,  fecretary  to  the  poft  office^ 
that  lord  Carteret  was  greatly  dif- 
pleafed  and  difquieted  by  the  difeo-. 
very  cf  this  buiineffi,  and  that  he, 
Mr.  Todd,  had  at  the  time  expre fi¬ 
fed  his  difapprobation  of  it  to  both 
poftmafters-general. — Secondly,  it 
appeared  that  the  payment  of  an 
annuity  of  200I.  had  been  exacted 
from  a  Mr.  Haffiwood,  appointed 
poftmafter-general  of  Jamaica,  as  the 
condition  of  his  appointment,  and 
had  been  regularly  paid  by  him  to 
Mr.  Treves  ;  and  that  the  faid  Mr. 
Treves  had  never  performed  any 
public  fervice  in  the  poft  office,  or 
in  any  other  public  department,  to 
entitle  him  to  any  public  reward. — 
Thirdly,  Mr.  Molyneux,  agent  to 
the  packets  at  Helvoetfluys,  had 
been  permitted,  with  the  knowledge 
of  lord  Carteret,  to  difpofe  of  that 
office  to  a  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  for  a 
fum  of  money  ;  and  it  appeared  that 


complaints  had  been  made  againft 
the  faid  Mr.  Hutchinfon  for  mif- 
condudt  in  his  office. — Fourthly,  it 
had  appeared  that  none  of  thefe 
tranfaftions  were  entered  in  the 
books  of  the  office,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary,  had  been  kept  concealed. — - 
Fifthly,  an  undue  preference  had 
been  {hewn  to  3  Mr.  Staunton,  poft- 
mafter  at  Xfieworth,  whofe  place  was 
worth  400I. ;  in  addition  to  which  he 
was  appointed  comptroller  of  the  bye 
and  crofs  road  letter  office,  to  which 
a  falary  of  500I.  a  year,  and  the  pei> 
quiiites  of  coals  and  candles,  are 
attached,  and  icol.  was  afterward 
granted  him  in  lieu  of  an  houfe. — - 
Sixthly,  various  and  extraordinary 
abufes  were  ftated  to  exift  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  packet  boats,  par¬ 
ticularly  that  no  deduction  had  been 
made  from  the  hire  of  any  veftels 
whilft  under  repair,  feizure  for  fmug- 
gling,  or  when  unemployed ;  and 
that  they  were  frequently  for  many 
months  together  in  that  fituation. — 
Seventhly,  the  undue  receipt  of  per- 
quilites  and  incidents,  particularly  in 
coals,  candles,  tin  ware,  and  various 
articles  of.  furniture,  by  the  poft- 
mafters-gen<#al,  and  others  having 
appointments  in  the  poft  office,  were 
ftated  as  being  fhamcful  and  excef- 
five. — Laftly,  to  bring  thefe  matters 
home  to  the  minifter,  it  was  ftated 
by  Mr.  Grey,  that  lord  Tankerville, 
while  in  office,  had  bufied  himfelf  at¬ 
tentively  in  endeavouring  to  corredf 
the  abufes  in  queftion,  had  fuggefted 
feveral  plans  for  their  prevention  in 
future,  and  had  communicated  thofe 
plans  to  the  right  honourable  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ;  that 
he  had  received  great  commendation 
for  his  zeal  and  attention,  and  had 
been  promifed  fupport :  but  that  his 
colleague,  lord  Carteret,  not  view¬ 
ing  thefe  abufes  in  the  fame  criminal 
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light  that  he  aid,  and  refufing  to 
concur  in  the  necefiary  Heps  for 
preventing  them,  a  quarrel  had  en- 
fued  between  the  two  noble  lords, 
and  it  became  impoffible  that  they 
fhould  continue  joint  poftmafters- 
general  any  longer.  This  being  the 
fadt,  an  ordinary  obierver,  he  laid, 
would  have  imagined,  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  would  not 
have  dlfmifledthe  poflmalter-ger.eral, 
who  had  fhewn  himfelf  anxious  for  a 
reform  and  had  taken  fo  much  pains 
to  effect  it ;  but  the  other  poilmaller- 
general,  who  was  a  protestor  of  the 
abufes  in  queflion,  and  the  oppofer 
of  the  necefiary  reform.  Inftead, 
however,  of  difmiiliog  lord  Carteret, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
fuddenly  difmiffed  his  noble  relation 
in  a  manner  the  moil  unexampled 
and  extiaordinary. — Mr.  Grey  rea- 
foned  upon  thefe  circumftances  and 
faid,  that  it  was  clear  there  could  be 
no  motive  for  difmilling  the  earl  of 
Tankerviile,  but  that  noble  lord’s 
having  preferred  doing  his  duty  to 
every  other  confideration.  He  con¬ 
ceived,  therefore,  that  the  right 
honourable  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  had  abied  in  a  manner  defend¬ 
ing  of  cenfure  ;  and  with  a  view  to 
eilabliih  that  fa£t,  as  well  as  the 
other  charges  againll  lord  Carteret, 
which  he  had  dated  in  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeech,  he  concluding  with  mov¬ 
ing,  “  That  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  certain  abufes 
in  the  poll  office.” 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  as  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  not  only 
brought  a  charge  cf  abufes  in  the 
poll  office,  but  alfo  a  charge  againll 
the  noble  lord,  who  prefided  in  that 
office,  and  againll  himfelf  for  hav¬ 
ing  removed  bis  noble  relation,  he 
conceived  it  would  not  be  for  the 
honour  of  either  to  make  any  ob¬ 


jection  to  the  motion  ;  he  therefore 
gave  it  his  affient,  and  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  ufe  all 
pcffible  diligence  to  bring  forward  a 
report  before  the  clofe  of  the  prefent 
feffion.  As  to  the  charge  made  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  that  he 
was  inclined  to  wink  at  abufes  in  the 
poll  office,  or  in  any  other  public 
eftablilhment,  it  was  a  charge  wholly 
unwarranted  by  fa£l,  and  unfupport- 
ed  by  any  reafonable  prefumption. 
80  far  was  he  from  being  backward 
in  his  endeavours  to  promote  official 
reforms,  that  he  had  fuggelled  a 
meafure  for  the  general  reform  of  all 
thofe  very  abufes  relative  to  Ihipping 
and  other  matters  which  the  honou¬ 
rable  gentleman  had  mentioned,  as 
might  be  feen  by  a  reference  to  the 
office  reform  bill. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  at¬ 
tacked  Mr.  Pitt,  upon  the  ground 
of  the  fails  brought  forward  by  Mr. 
Grey,  as  a  magnificent  promifer 
of  reformations  in  the  Hate,  but  a 
miferable  performer,  and  as  a  mi- 
niller,  who  had  made  as  prudent 
and  interefted  an  ufe  of  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  crown  in  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  places  and  emoluments,  and 
particularly  in  bellowing  titles  and 
honours,  as  any  other  whatfoever. 
With  refpeil  to  the  difmiffion  of  the 
earl  of  Tankerviile,  it  was  not,  they 
obferved,  to  be  imagined,  that  any 
merits  of  his  could  Hand  a  moment 
in  competition  with  thofe  of  the 
dillingui Hied  perfon,  who  fucceeded 
him,  (Mr.  Jenkinfon)  now  a  peer 
of  Great  Britain,  chancellor  of  the 
dutchy  of  Lancaller,  and  firll  lord 
of  the  new  board  of  trade  ;  a  perfon, 
againll  whofe  interelr.  the  difmiffion 
of  an  whole  adminillration  did  not 
weigh  a  feather.  Mr.  Sheridan  con¬ 
cluded  by  reminding  Mr.  Pitt  of  his 
clamorous  oppolition  to  lord  North, 
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and  particularly  of  his  celebrated 
triumph  over  that  noble  lord  on  the 
fubjed  of  kitchens,  tape,  and  whip¬ 
cord. 

Thefe  observations  brought  on,  as 
topics  of  that  kind  ufually  did,  a 
difeuffion  of  the  coalition  ;  againfi 
which  Mr.  Pitt  inveighed  in  reply, 
with  great  Severity.  He  afterwards 
remarked,  that  he  had  made  the 
Ipeech  alluded  to,  refpe&ing  whip¬ 
cord,  &c.  while  the  noble  lord  was  in 
office,  and  himfelf  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  lioufe,  and  that  he  had  Hated 
them  not  as  charges  againfi  the 

O  O 

noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  but 
as  a  proof  of  the  want  of  regula¬ 
tion  and  check  in  the  particulars  to 
which  they  alluded.  With  regard 
to  nothing  having  been  done  in  the 
way  of  reform,  let  any  man,  he  faid, 
look  at  the  Hate  of  the  countiy  be¬ 
fore  the  time  that  he  came  into  of¬ 
fice,  and  let  him  look  at  it  then,  and 
fee  if  nothing  had  been  done.  With 
refpefl  to  the  ufe  he  had  made  of 
the  influence  of  the  crown  in  ad- 
vifing  the  appointments  to  places, 
and  the  beftowal  of  titles  and  ho¬ 
nours,  he  had  done  that  which  he 
ffiould  ever  do  ;  he  had  advifed  the 
crown  fo  to  exercife  the  royal  pre¬ 
rogative  in  both  thofe  inftances,  as 
ffiould  beft  contribute  to  give  luftre, 
vigour,  and  firmntfs  to  his  majefty’s 
government,  and  therefore  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  paid  him 
a  much  greater  compliment  than  he 
intended. 

Mr.  Adam  remarked,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was 
correct  in  Hating  that  he  was  in  op- 
pofition  and  not  in  office,  when  he 
made  the  charges  relative  to  whip¬ 
cord,  the  new  kitchens  in  Downing- 
Hreet  houfe,  See.  againll  lord  North. 
He  would  not  have  prefumed  to  have 
faid  a  fyliable  of  that  nature,  while 
the  noble  lord  was  out  of  office,  and 


whilH  any  hopes  remained  of  form¬ 
ing  a  coalition  with  him.  The  noble 
lord  had  fince  joined  himfelf  to  men 
of  the  firlt  genius,  ability,  and  virtue 
m  the  nation,  and  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  had  taken  the  only 
part  that  was  left  him,  he  had  given 
vent  to  his  chagrin  in  illiberal  abufe, 
and  to  make  himfelf  feme  amends 
for  his  difappointment,  had  taken 
into  his  fervice  thofe  former  depen¬ 
dents  on  tiie  noble  lord,  who,  by  their 
condudl,  had  proved  how  much  his 
confidence  had  been  mifplaced. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  corroboration  of  the 
remark  made  by  Mr.  Adam,  ob- 
ferved,  that  when  the  prefent  mi- 
niHer  Hood  up  in  1782,  after  the 
noble  lord  had  been  driven  from  his 
poH,  and  declared  againll  any  re- 
trofpective  cenfures  againH  that  ad- 
miniHration,  it  was  underHood  and 
believed  that  he  wiffied  to  court  the 
noble  lord  with  a  view  to  a  juncti¬ 
on. — Mr.  Pitt  faid  acrofs  the  ta- 
cle,  “  Who  underHood  fo  Mr. 
Fox  replied,  I  did  for  one,  and  fo 
I  have  reafon  to  believe  did  many 
others,  from  the  converfation  I 
then  held  with  them.  Certain  it 
was  (he  added)  that  before  the 
coalition  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  never  exp  re  fled  himfelf  with 
that  acrimony,  which  he  had  fince 
ufed  when  (peaking  of  the  noble 
lord. 


Mr.  Pitt  denied  the  fad,  and 
concluded,  that  the  right  honoura¬ 
ble  gentleman  chofe  to  forget  all 

O  #  O 

that  had  palled  previous  to  the  coa¬ 
lition.  I  fe  chofe,  however,  to  date  bh 
recoiled  ion  from  his  firH  appeararce 
in  that  houfe,  and  to  appeal  to  all 


who  had  witneffed  his  conduct,  whe¬ 
ther  he  had  not  uniformly  perfified 
in  declaring,  that  he  thought  the 
noble  lord  a  bad  minifier,  and  that 
he  never  would  act  with  him  in  any 
public  Htuation  as  a  minifier. 


142]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1787. 


Some  expreffions  having  fallen 
from  Mr.  Pitt,  which  Mr.  Grey 
confidered  as  refle&ing  injurioufly 
upon  the  motives  which  had  led 
him  to  undertake  the  prefent  en¬ 
quiry,  the  latter  rofe  with  great 
warmth,  and  faid,  that  ccnfcious  as 
he  was  of  being  actuated  bv  fair 
and  honourable  confi  derations,  no 
man  fhould  dare  to  impute  un¬ 
worthy  motives  to  him.  Mr.  Pitt 
remonftrated  againft  this  tone  of 
defiance ;  and  declared  he  fhould 
call  his  motives  in  queftion  when¬ 
ever  his  conduct  appeared  to  war¬ 
rant  it.  If  the  honourable  mem¬ 
ber  chofe  his  motives  fhould  not  be 
queftioned,  he  mult  take  care  that 
his  con  dud!  was  fuch  as  not  to  make 
it  neceiTary.  Mr.  Grey  anfwercd, 
that  he  fhould  never  adt  in  that 
houfe  upon  any  principle,  which  did 
not  appear  to  him  honourable,  and 
therefore  he  fhould  not  fuffier  any 
perfon  to  impute  difhonourable  mo¬ 
tives  to  him  ;  and  if  he  could  not 
obtain  that  indulgence  in  the  houfe, 
he  had  thofe  means  in  his  power  to 
which  it  would  then  be  proper  to 
refort.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Sheridan 
rifing  together,  the  latter  obtained 
a  hearing  firfl,  and  endeavoured  to 
appeafe  the  heat  that  had  arifen,  by 
obferving,  that  he  believed  his  ho¬ 
nourable  friend  had  mifunderftood 
the  words  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  Mr.  Pitt  declared  that 
he  had  not  fpoken  before  with  heat, 
nor  fhould  there  be  any  heat  in 
what  he  was  going  to  fay.  Pie 
then  repeated  the  argument  of  his 
former  fpeech  ;  and  added,  that 
with  refpect  to  anv  other  means  the 
honourable  gentleman  might  with 
to  refort  to,  he  fhould  referve  Ids 
anfwer  for  the  occafion. 

The  Gueftion  was  carried  with- 

x 

out  a  divifion,  and  on  the  23d  of 
May  the  report  was  brought  up 


from  the  committee.  A  motion 
for  printing  it  was  rejected,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration  on  the  28th.  On  that 
day  Mr.  Grey  rofe,  and  faid,  that 
the  accuracy  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  rendered  it  unneceffary 
for  him  to  trouble  the  houfe  with  a 
minute  detail  of  the  fubjedt  of  their 
investigation.  Entertaining  there¬ 
fore  no  doubt  but  the  fadts  he  nad 
flated  would  appear  fully  proved, 
it  was  for  the  houfe  to  confider  firlt 
the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  fe- 
condly  the  degree  of  cenfure  or 
puniihment  it  deferred,  Mr.  Grey, 
after  difeuffing  thefe  two  points 
with  great  ability,  declared  that  he 
confidered  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  as  the  perfon  the  moil 
culpable  in  the  whole  bufmefs  ; 
firft  for  having  negledted,  after  his 
many  vaunting  promifes  of  the  re¬ 
formation  he  fhould  make,  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  fmalleft  abufe ;  fecondly, 
for  having  difmified  lord  Tanker- 
ville  after  giving  him  reafon  to 
believe,  that  he  fhould  be  fupported 
in  the  attempts  he  was  making 
to  check  the  enormous  abufes  of 
the  poft  office  ;  and  laftly,  for 
having  facrificed  that  noble  earl  to 
his  own  perfonal  intereft,  by  ac¬ 
commodating  with  his  place  the 
perfon,  who  had  feated  him  in 
his  prefent  fituation,  and  who  he 
knew  could  difmifs  him  wkh  a 
nod.  Mr.  Grey  concluded  with 
moving,  u  That  it  appears  to  this 
“  houfe  that  great  abufes  have 
u  prevailed  in  the  poll  office,  and 
“  that  the  fame  being  made  known 
(i  to  his  majefty’s  miniflers,  it  is 

their  duty  without  lofs  of  time, 
“  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  meafures  as 
44  are  in  their  power  to  reform 
44  them.” 

Lord  Maitland  undertook  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  poll  office.  He  faid 
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llie  faCls  contained  in  the  report 
were  of  the  moll  ftale,  trivial,  and 
unimportant  nature,  that  had  ever 
engaged  the  attention  of  a  houfe  of 
parliament.  The  grant  of  350I.  a 
year  to  Mr.  Treves,  an  intimate 
friend  of  Lord  Carteret,  was  no 
charge  whatever  to  the  public,  nor 
any  impediment  to  the  public  bufi- 
nefs,  but  was,  with  the  confent  of 
the  party  moll  interefted,  paid  out 
of  the  exifting  emoluments  of  the 
office  of  fecretary  of  the  poll  office 
in  Dublin.  That  fuch  a  meafure  was 
not  ftridlly  jullifiable  he  was  ready  to 
admit,  but  it  was  by  no  means  un¬ 
precedented  ;  and  compared  with  the 
tranfa&ions  that  took  place  in  every 
public  office  only  ten  years  ago,  it 
was  purity  itfelf.  Nor  indeed  had 
it  been  even  infmuated,  that  it  ori¬ 
ginated  in  any  thing  like  a  cor¬ 
rupt  motive  in  lord  Carteret.  The 
next  tranfa&ion  was  that  of  Mr. 
Dafhwood,  poftmafter  of  Jamaica, 
which  was,  as  the  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman  had  ftated  it,  exactly  fimi- 
lar  t‘o  that  of  the  350I.  and  there¬ 
fore  required  no  new  obfervations. 
With  regard  to  the  permiffion  of 
Mr.  Molyneux  to  refign  the  agency 
of  the  Helvoetfluys  packet  boats  to 
Mr.  Hutchinfon,  that  was  a  tranf- 
a&ion  founded  in  a  charitable  in¬ 
tention  to  relieve  an  unfortunate 
man  from  prifon  ;  and,  if  there 
were  any  criminality  in  the  tranf- 
a&ion,  it  was  as  much  imputable 
to  the  earl  of  Tankerville  as  to 
lord  Carteret,  fince  the  noble  earl 
had  taken  as  great  a  part  in  it  as 
the  noble  lord  ;  but,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  there  was  no  criminality  im¬ 
putable  to  either.  He  then  went 
into  the  other  faCls  ftated  in  the 
report,  and  commented  upon  each, 
with  a  view  to  fhew  that  it  was 
either  not  perfonal  to  lord  Carteret, 


or  of  a  trivial  nature.  With  re- 
fpeCl  to  the  two  one-half  per-cen- 
tage  allowed  to  the  perfon,  who 
managed  the  packet-boats,  and  the 
other  abufes  in  that  department,  as 
ftated  in  the  report,  they  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  moil  important, 
and  to  require  a  thorough  reform  : 
but  he  did  not  conceive  them  to  be  fit 
fubjeCls  for  parliamentary  cenfure, 
and  therefore  he  ftiould  firft  move 
the  previous  queftion,  and  after¬ 
wards  that  the  farther  confideration 
of  the  report  fiiould  be  put  off  for 
three  months. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  the  mo¬ 
tion  could  not  be  defigned  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  a  reform  ot  the  abufes 
complained  of,  fince  that  had  been 
effectually  done  already  by  a  bill, 
which  he  had  himfelf  the  honour 
of  bringing  into  that  houfe  three 
years  ago  :  it  mull  therefore  be 
meant  for  the  purpofe  of  throwing 
blame  upon  the  conduct  of  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  poll  of¬ 
fice,  and  of  cenfuring  himfelf  for  the 
part  he  had  taken  in  the  arrange¬ 
ment,  by  which  the  noble  earl  had 
been  removed  from  it.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  former  point,  the  con- 
dud  of  lord  Carteret  had,  he  con¬ 
ceived,  been  fufficiently  juftified  by 
the  honourable  member  w'ho  pre¬ 
ceded  him.  With  refpecl  to  the  lat¬ 
ter,  he  apprehended  that  the  houfe 
feemed  to  feel  the  impropriety  of 
entertaining  fuch  a  difeuffion,  as 
it  certainly  belonged  fojely  to  the 
executive  government  to  difpofe  of 
all  public  employments  ;  and  par¬ 
liament  fhould  be  very  cautious 
how  it  attempted  to  control  or 
queftion  the  diferetion  with  which 
that  power  was  exercifed.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  had  been  found  neceffary 
to  remove  one  or  other  of  the  no¬ 
ble  lords,  as  their  differences  had 
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rifen  to  fuch  a  height  that  they 
could  not  even  fit  in  the  finale  room 
with  iatisfaclion  ;  and  that  difcre- 
tion,  with  which  government  was 
inverted,  had  led  them  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  alternative  againrt  the 
earl  of  Tankervllle.  The  necef- 
fity  of  removing  one  of  thofe  no¬ 
blemen,  and  the  vacancy  which 
mart  follow  from  fuch  removal, 
had  afforded  an  opportunity  of  ac¬ 
commodating  a  noble  lord  who 
had  been  alluded  to,  and  to  whom 
gentlemen  might  allude  as  often 
as  they  pleafed,  in  the  way  in 
which  they  did  fo  long  as  he 
was  perfuaded  that  every  favour 
which  had  been  conferred  upon  that 
noble  perfon,  fince  he  had  any 
fhare  in  his  majefty’s  councils,  had 
been  fully  earned  by  the  mort  able 
and  meritorious  fervices.  But  the 
vacancy  was  not  made  for  the 
fake  of  accommodating  the  noble 
lord,  as  it  was  evident  that  the 
two  noble  lords  could  not  pof- 
fibly  continue  to  ad  together ; 
and  whether  the  noble  earl  (Tan- 
kerville)  or  lord  Carteret  had  been 
removed,  it  would  have  made  no 
difference  with  refped  to  lord 
Hawkefbury  ;  for,  in  either  cafe, 
there  would  have  been  an  open¬ 
ing  for  him,  Befides,  there  cer¬ 
tainly  was  nothing  perfonal  in¬ 
tended  againrt  the  noble  earl  of 
T ankerville  ;  for,  at  the  very  mof 
ment  of  his  removal  from  the  port 
office,  there  was  an  arrangement 
jet  on  foot  for  the  purpofe  of  ac¬ 
commodating  him,  but  In s  loid- 
/hip  would  not  lirten  to  it.  Other 
matters,  he  fa  1  cl ,  had  fallen  from 
the  honourable  member,  of  which 
he  believed  the  houfe  did  not  expedt 
lie  fhould  take  notice,  and  which  in¬ 
deed  nothing  but  the  rtiortnefs  of  the 
time  which  that  gentleman  had  fat 


there,  and  his  confequent  ignorance 
of  parliamentary  ufages,  could  juf- 
tify. 

Mr.  Sheridan  ridiculed  the  gra¬ 
vity  with  which  this  reproof,  totally 
unmerited  as  he  conceived,  was  be¬ 
llowed  upon  his  friend  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  the  veteran 
ftatefman  of  four  years  experience, 
the  Neftor  of  twenty-five. — Mr. 
Fox  declared,  that  he  thought  the 
whole  proceeding  on  the  part  of 
adminiftration  mort  extraordinary, 
and  to  the  gentlemen,  who  brought 
the  enquiry  forward,  extremely  un¬ 
fair.  He  had  not  failed  in  erta- 
blifhing  his  faffs  by  proof ;  and  if 
it  was  meant  to  do  nothing  in 
confequence,  vchy  did  they  fuffer 
the  committee  to  be  appointed  at 
all  ?  It  was  clear  that  when  the 
minifter  confented  to  the  commit¬ 
tee,  he  thought  that  no  proofs  could 
be  obtained,  and  that  it  would 
end  in  the  difgrace  of  thofe,  who 
defired  an  enquiry.  Now  that  the 
honourable  member  had  made  good 
his  charges,  and  prefented  a  report, 
the  whole  bufinefs  was  rcprefented 
to  be  trifling  and  frivolous.  In  re¬ 
ply  to  an  obfervation  of  Mr.  Pitt’s, 
that  Mr.  Grey’s  conduft  fhewed  him 
to  be  a  party  man,  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
not  at  preterit  of  that  defcription, 
H;t  he  hoped  by  degrees  he  might 
become  a  party  man  :  he  defended 
the  term,  and  maintained,  that  as 
long  as  there  were  great  conltitu- 
tional  queftions,  refpeghing  which 
there  were  differences  of  opinion,  to 
be  a  party  man  was  to  aft  the  mort 
honourable  part.  In  this  country 
there  were  known  differences  of  opi¬ 
nion  upon  great  queftions,  and  upon 
none  more,  than  or.  the  manner  in 
which  the  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  himfelf  came  laft  into  office. — 

The 
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■The  previous  queftion  being  carried 
in  the  negative,  the  fecond  motion 
was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

On  the  1 8th  of  May,  a  queftion, 
ariiing  out  of  the  late  decifion  of  the 
houfe  upon  the  13th  of  February,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  reprefentation  of  the 
Scotch  peerage,  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  lords  by  the  earl  of  Hope- 
toun.  It  was  ftated  by  his  lordlhip, 
that  at  the  eleftion  for  two  peers  to 
fupply  the  places  of  the  two  noble 
perfons  lately  created  peers  of  Great 
Britain,  the  votes  of  the  dukes  of 
Queenfferry  and  Gordon  had  been 
received  by  the  lord  regiftrar,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  refolution  of  that  houfe 
of  January  1 708-9.  The  refolution 
being  read,  to  the  following  effect, 
iC  That  at  any  election  of  the  fix- 
“  teen  peers  of  Scotland  to  repre- 
“  lent  the  Scotch  peerage  in  the 
“  Britilh  parliament,  or  of  any  one 
“  or  more  of  them,  no  Scotch 
“  peer  who  had  been  created  a 

Britifh  peer  by  patent  fince  the 
i(  union,  lhould  be  entitled  to 
“  vote” — lord  Hopetoun  moved,' 
“  That  a  copy  of  the  laid  refolution 
4‘  be  tranfmitted  to  the  lord  re- 
u  giftrar  of  Scotland,  as  a  rule  for 
“  his  future  proceeding  in  cafes  of 
“  election.” 

The  duke  of  Queenfferry  objected 
to  this  motion,  as  materially  affect¬ 
ing  his  rights  ;  and  defired,  on  his 
own  part  and  that  of  the  duke  of 
Gordon,  who  was  out  of  England, 
to  be  heard  by  counfel,  before  the 
houfe  proceeded  to  a  decifion. — This 
was  objected  to  as  irregular,  fince 
the  queftion  was  not,  whether  the 
houfe  lhould  come  to  any  new  refo¬ 
lution,  but  whether  they  lhould  not 
notify  to  an  officer  concerned  a 
refolution  already  agreed  to. 

The  lord  chancellor  took  this 
opportunity  of  again  cautioning  the 
Vol.  XXIX. 


houfe  how  they  proceeded  precipi¬ 
tately  to  decide  a  queftion  of  much 
greater  importance,  than  might, 
upon  the  firft  bluff  of  it,  appear. 
He  ftated,  that  a  refolution  of  either 
houfe  of  parliament,  however  una¬ 
nimously  carried,  did  not  confti- 
tute  law :  and  as  a  proof  how  lit¬ 
tle  they  were  to  be  confidered  as 
legal  decifions,  he  ftated,  that  on  the 
20th  of  December,  1 71 1,  two  years 
after  the  former  refolution,  the  houfe 
paffed  another,  by  which  two  Scotch 
dukes,  who  had  been  created  Britilh 
peers,  were  declared  incapable  of 
fitting  in  that  houfe  as  Britilh  peers. 
He  then  reafoned  upon  the  palpable 
injuftice  and  abfurdity  of  thefe  two 
refolutions,  The  firft  took  away  the 
votes  of  the  noble  dukes  as  Scotch 
peers,  and  the  other  deprived  them 
of  their  feats  as  Britilh  peers.  The 
refolution  of  1  7 1 1  was,  undoubtedly, 
a  very  great  hardffip  and  it  had 
lately  been  done  away  ;  but  how  ? 
Not  by  a  refolution,  but  by  an  aft  of 
parliament.  In  like  manner,  if, 
upon  mature  confideration  and  de¬ 
liberate  difcuffion,  it  lhould  be 
thought  right  to  make  the  refolu¬ 
tion  of  1 708-9  effeftual,  let  it  be 
done  by  due  couvfe  of  parliamentary 
proceeding  ;  let  a  bill  be  brought 
in,  and  pafs  through  its  regular 
ftages,  but  by  no  means  let  the 
houfe,  afting  judicially,  decide  a 
matter,  that  involved  in  it  the 
private  rights  of  individuals.  When¬ 
ever  the  queftion,  whether  the  right 
of  a  Scotch  peer,  who  had  been 
created  a  Britilh  peer  by  patent,  to 
vote  at  the  eleftion  of  Scotch  peers 
to  ferve  in  parliament,  came  to  be 
finally  decided,  there  were  other 
important  confiderations  to  be  de¬ 
cided  at  the  fame  time.  For  in- 
ftance,  fuppofe  a  Scotch  peer  was 
made  a  biffop  ;  did  he,  in  that 
[AT]  calc. 
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cafe,  lofe  his  right  to  vote  at  an 
election  of  any  of  the  fixteen  peers  ? 
When  a  Scotch  peer  was  created  a 
Britifh  peer  by  patent,  ought  his  fon$ 
to  be  deemed  ineligible  to  fit  in  the 
other  houfe  ?  Thefe,  and  a  variety 
of  other  queftions,  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  the  refolution  in  difcuf- 
fion,  which  prefented  themfelves  to 
his  mind,  confiderably  increafed  the 
importance  of  the  cafe,  and  pointed 
out  the  propriety  of  not  deciding 
upon  the  fubjeCt  precipitately. 

The  motion  was  ably  defended 
by  lord  Kinnaird,  who  faid,  that 
the  queftion  feemed  to  him  confin- 
ed  within  very  narrow  limits,  as  its 
obvious  purport  and  intent  was  to 
give  full  effeCi:  to  a  folemn  determi¬ 
nation  and  refolution  of  that  houfe, 
as'  a  conftruCtion  of  law,  and  which 
conftruCtion  had  been  put  upon  that 
law  within  a  few  months  after  the 
different  acts  relative  thereto  had 
paffed  that  houfe.  He  perfectly  a- 
greed  with  the  noble  and  learned 
lord,  -that  a  refolution  of  that  houfe, 
could  not  conftitute  or  make  a  law  ; 
but  he  could  not  help  believing 
that  a  folemn  conftruCtion.  of  the  ex¬ 
isting  flatutes  by  the  only  court  of 
judicature,  before  which  the  fubjeCt 
could  be  agitated,  and  fuch  con- 
itruCtion  adopted  by  the  very  per¬ 
forms,  who  had  been  themfelves 
framers  of  the  flatutes,  entitled 
him  to  aftert  that  to  be  law,  which 
other  wife  it  might  have  been  poffi- 
ble  to  have  entertained  doubts  of. 

The  hrftory  of  mankind  had  not 
furnifhed  our  anceftors  with  any 
example  of  the  union  of  two  coun¬ 
tries  circumftanced  as  England  and 
Scotland  were  in  the  year  1 706,  by 
which  the  refpeCtive  rights  and 
franchifes  of  the  individuals  of 
Scotland  were  to  be  finally  fettled 
and  arranged,  though  exceedingly 


difftmilar  to  thofe  of  the  fubjeCts  of 
the  country  with  which  Scotland 
was  to  become  united ;  and  there¬ 
fore  it  was  not  furprifmg  that  fome 
of  the  terms  of  the  treaty  might  be 
liable  to  mifreprefentation,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  which  related  to  the 
peerage. 

An  eleCtive  peerage  was  a  thing 
perfectly  novel  in  its  nature,  and 
though  much  praife  is  due  to  the 
accuracy  with  which  this  flatute  of 
the  6th  of  queen  Anne  is  drawn  up, 
yet  it  is  not  very  furprifing  that 
the  firfl  eleCtion  in  1708  fhould  have 
given  birth  to  a  great  variety  of 
queftions  relative  to  the  mode  of 
confirming  the  aCts  for  regulating  the 
manner  of  elections.  Accordingly 
on  that  occafion  a  petition  was  pre¬ 
fented  to  the  houfe,  complaining  of  a 
great  variety  of  irregularities ;  and 
the  houfe,  anxious  to  preclude  the 
pofiibility  of  future  cavil  and  doubt 
refpecting  the  true  intent  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  treaty,  and  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  acts  on  that  fubject,  adopted 
a  mode  the  mofl  fuited  to  its  own 
dignity  and  the  folemnity  of  its 
proceeding,  and  the  befl  calculated 
to  effeCt  the  object  it  had  in  view. 

A  firing  of  abftract  queftions  were 
ftated  to  the  houfe,  arifing  out  of 
the  circumftances,  which  had  hap¬ 
pened  at  the  election,  and  counfe! 
having  been  heard  thereon,  it  came 
to  folemn  resolutions  on  each,  and 
after  having  fo  done,  ordered  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  report  as  to  the  number  of 
votes  for  each  candidate,  according 
to  the  applications  of  thofe  refolu- 
tions.  The  refolution  which  their 
lordfhips  had  heard  read  that  day 
was  one  of  them,  and  was  the  only 
one,  which  any  attempt  had  been 
made  to  infringe,  although  it  had 
been  held  and  confidered  complete¬ 
ly  as  law  for  near  fourfeore  years  ; 

their 
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*b.eir  lordfhips  therefore  could  not 
be  offended  with  him  for  affirming 
that  fuch  is  the  law,  when  he  is 
l'an'ctioned  by  the  weight  of  their 
own  authority  and  the  acquiefcence 
of  all  thofe  who  were  intereffed  for 
79  years. 

He  could  not  therefore  admit, 
that  the  intereft  of  the  two  noble 
perfons,  to  whom  it  was  referved  to 
difeover  that  thefe  folemn  refolu- 
tions  of  their  lordfhips  were  founded 
on  a  mifconflruction  of  law,  were 
now  before  them.  He  muff  affirm, 
that  the  matter  was  already  fettled  ; 
and  the  only  objeCl  of  this  motion 
was,  to  prevent  thefe  noble  perfons 
from  adopting  a  mode  of  making 
their  claim,  which  was  injurious  to 
thofe,  who  thought  their  rights  pro¬ 
tected  by  this  refolution. 

The  duke  of  Queenfberry  admit¬ 
ted,  that  if  the  refolution  of  *  708-9 
was  good  for  any  thing,  he  had  no 
ground  to  Hand  upon  ;  but  he  fhould 
Hill  contend  that  a  refolution  of  that 
houfe  was  not  final  and  conclufive  ; 
and  therefore,  if  the  prefent  motion 
were  carried,  his  rights  were  injur¬ 
ed  materially,  becaufe  if  the  pre¬ 
fent  motion  fhould  pafs,  and  he 
fhould  afterwards  offer  to  vote  at 
any  future  ele&ion,  his  vote  would 
be  refufed,  and  confequently  he 
fhould  not  Hand  in  the  fituation  he 
then  did,  as  feveral  noble  lords  had 
contended. 

The  earl  of  Morton  faid,  that  he 
faw  no  reafon  to  prefer  one  refolu- 
tion  of  the  houfe  to  another.  As 
that  of  1 71 1  had  been  confidered  as 
unjuftj  why  might  not  the  other  re¬ 
folution  of  1  708-9  be  deemed  liable 
to  the  fame  imputation.  At  leaff 
till  he  heard  fome  good  reafon  to  the 
contrary,  he  fhould  hold  himfelf  enti¬ 
tled  fo  to  confider  it.  The  aCt  of 
nnion  directed  that  iixteen  Scotch 


peers  fhould  be  chofen  by  all  the 
Scotch  peerage,  to  be  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  parliament ;  why  there¬ 
fore  were  they  to  fet  up  diftinCfions 
contradictory  to  an  exprels  aCl  of 
parliament  ? 

The  duke  of  Richmond  obferved, 
that  it  appeared  to  him  unjuft  to 
pafs  the  prefent  motion  in  the 
abfence  of  one  noble  duke,  whofe 
rights  would  be  materially  affeCted 
by  it  ;  and  when  another  noble 
duke  Handing  in  the  fame  fituation, 
defired  to  be  heard  by  his  counfel 
in  defence  of  his  rights.  The  duk-; 
contended,  that  no  judicial  couit 
ever  took  upon  themfelves,  upon 
their  own  mere  motion,  and  without 
a  new  cafe  before  them,  to  promul¬ 
gate  a  judgment  long  fmee  deli¬ 
vered.  He  recommended  a  pro¬ 
cedure  by  bill,  in  preference  to  the 
propofed  motion,  becaufe  it  would 
remove  all  ground  of  complaint  of 
injury,  and  afford  the  parties,  who 
conceived  their  rights  infringed  upon, 
abundant  opportunity  of  making  out 
their  claims  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
bill  through  its  various  ffages. — The 
motion  made  by  lord  Hopetoun 
was  at  length  carried  by  a  confider- 
able  majority. 

Soon  after  the  decifion  of  this 
queflion  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  viz. 
on  the  2  3d  of  May,  another  queftion, 
refpeCling  the  conftruClion  of  the 
adt  of  union,  was  agitated  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  It  ardfe  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  fucceffion  of  the 
prefent  earl  of  Wemys  to  that  earl¬ 
dom,  whofe  eldeff  fon,  Francis 
Charteris,  now  lord  Elcho,  repre- 
fented  the  boroughs  of  Lauder,  &c. 
in  Scotland. — By  the  ancient  par¬ 
liamentary  law  of  Scotland  the  eldeff 
fons  of  peers  could  not  fit  in  the 
houfe  of  commons;  and  by  an  arti¬ 
cle  in  the  ad  of  union  it  is  provided, 
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that  the  two  kingdoms  fhould  parti¬ 
cipate  reciprocally  in  the  benefits, 
advantages,  rights,  and  immunities 
of  each  other.  The  motion  made  by 
fir  John  Sinclair  was  to  the  following 
purport,  “  That  a  new  writ  fhould 
“  be  made  out  for  electing  a  mem- 
“  ber  for  the  diftritlsof  Lauder,  &c. 

“  in  the  room  of  Francis  Charteris, 

“  efq;  now  become  the  eldefl  fon 
of  a  peer  of  Scotland,  and  there - 
“  by  incapable  of  reprefenting  the 
u  faid  diilridts  in  this  houfe.” 

In  fupport  of  the  motion  the 
journals  of  the  3d  December  1  708 
were  referred  to,  in  which  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  on  the  petition  of  Alex¬ 
ander  Irvine  and  others  againft  the 
eledtion  of  lord  Haddo,  eldeft  fon  of 
the  earl  of  Aberdeen,  the  fame,  after 
a  difcuflion  in  a  full  houfe,  was  de¬ 
clared  null  and  void  by  a  confidera- 
ble  majority  ;  as  was  alfo  about  the 
fame  time  that  of  Lord  Charles 
Douglas.  It  was  urged  that  thefe 
proceedings,  which  were  clear  and 
decided,  occurred  within  a  year  of 
the  fettlement  of  the  union  ;  at  a 
time  when  the  true  intention  of  the 
parties  who  negociated  it  could  be 
readily  afcertained  ;  and  therefore 
the  precedents  were  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  rule  of  conduct  laid 
down  by  the  houfe  upon  the  mod 
unqueftionable  principles.  With 
refpecft  to  the  reciprocity  of  ad¬ 
vantages,  rights,  and  immunities 
provided  for  in  the  adt  of  union,  it 
would  be  found  to  exift  in  its  true 
fenfe,  without  any  infringement 
upon  the  peculiar  ufages  of  Scot¬ 
land. — A  noble  member  (lord  Mait¬ 
land)  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  Scotch 
earl,  had  by  his  merit  obtained  a 
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feat  in  that  houfe  for  an  Englifh 
borough  ;  and  there  was  no 
hindrance  to  an  Englifh  nobleman- 
under  the  fame  circumftances  ob¬ 
taining  a  feat  for  a  Scotch  town 
fhip  or  county. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  urged, 
that  there  was  no  precedent  for 
difpoffefiing  the  fon  of  a  Scotch  peer 
of  his  feat,  when  he  had  been  legally 
elected,  and  the  title  had  devolved 
to  the  father  pending  the  fefiion  of  a 
parliament.  It  was  further  urged, 
that  the  precedents  referred  to  were 
all  cafes  which  had  occurred  in  times 
of  great  party  violence ;  and  the 
words  of  bifhop  Burnet  were  quoted, 
who,  fpeaking  of  that  period,  fays, 
<c  The  court  and  whigs  had  joined, 
“  and  were  determined  to  carry 
“  every  thing  their  own  way  ;  fo 

that  the  whigs  uriblufhingly  de- 
“  cided  elections  without  regard  to 
“  juftice  or  any  other  confideration 
(i  but  their  own  party  feelings 
u  againft  the  tories.”— -In  the  next 
place  it  was  contended,  that  the  re¬ 
ciprocity  of  advantages  ftated  in 
the  adt  of  union  was  deftroyed  by 
depriving  the  eldeft  fons  of  Scotch 
peers  of  any  rights  pofleffed  by 
the  fons  of  Englifh  peers ;  and  the 
houfe  was  reminded,  that  there  had 
been  a  period  when  the  fons  of 
Englifh  peers  had  been  in  like 
manner  difabled  from  fitting  in 
that  houfe.  The  fpeakers  for  the 
motion  were  fir  John  Sinclair,  Mr. 
Dundas,  fir  James  Johnftone  and 
fir  Adam  Ferguffon  ;  againft  it  the 
lords  Beauchamp,  Maitland,  and 
Elcho. — The  motion  was  carried 
without  a  divifion. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Accufation  of  Mr .  Hafings.  Celebrated  fpeech  of  Mr.  Sheridan  on  the  third 
charge ,  refpefiing  the  Begums  of  Oude ;  its  remarkable  effeBs  ;  hoafe  ad¬ 
journ  thereon  ;  debate  refumed ;  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt  re  [peeling  the  matter 
of  the  charge — voted  by  a  large  majority.  Mr.  Burke  propofes  to  come  di- 
reftly  to  the  quefion  of  impeachment ;  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Converfation 
relative  to  the  evidence  and  profecution  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  Fourth 
charge ,  relative  to  the  Nabob  of  Farruckabad,  opened  by  M r.  F .  Pelham. 
Reafons  of  Mr.  Dundas  for  voting  for  the  charge.  Speech  by  lord  Hood 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Hajlings  ;  anj'wered  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Difficulties  under  which 
the  accufers  of  Mr.  Ha/lings  laboured.  Fifth  charge ,  relative  to  con¬ 
tracts  and  falaries,  opened  by  Sir  fames  Erfhine.  Mr.  Pitt  objeBs  to  a 
great  part  of  the  charge — moves  to  have  it  confined  to  three  points.  Mr. 
Burke  moves y  that  two  others  fould  be  added.  Mr.  Burke’s  amendment 
carried.  Altercation  between  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Pitt.  Sixth  charge , 
ref  petting  Fyzoola  Khan ,  opened  by  Mr.  Wyndham.  Criminal  parts  of  the 
charge  fated  by  Mr.  Dundas.  Explanation  by  Mr.  Burke.  Propofal  of 
Mr.  Pitt  for  bringing  forward  the  quefion  of  impeachment  ;  acceded  to  by 
Mr.  Burke.  Seventh  charge ,  relative  to  bribes  and  prefents ,  opened  by 
Mr.  Sheridan  ;  fupported  by  Lord  Mulgrave  and  Mr.  Grenville.  Report 
from  the  committee  on  the  charges  read  a  frf  time.  Converfation  re - 
f petting  the  mode  of  proceeding.  Opinion  of  Mr.  Fox — of  Mr.  Pitt — of 
Mr.  Burke.  Motion  to  read  the  report  a  fecond  time ,  objected  to  by  Major 
Scott.  Paper  read  containing  the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Hajlings  ref  petting  the 
profecution.  Committee  to  prepare  articles  of  impeachment.  Eighth  charge , 
refpetling  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  opened  by  Mr.  Francis ;  he  vindicates 
himfelf  from  fufpicions  of  perfonal  enmity  to  Mr.  Hafings.  Mr.  Pitt’s 
obfervations  on  the  eighth  charge.  Converfation  between  Mr.  Barwell  and 
Mr.  Burke ,  refpetling  Ids  impeaching  the  former.  Articles  of  impeachment 
read  a  frf  time  ;  motion  for  reading  them  a  fecond  time  oppofed  by  Ford 
Hood ,  Mr.  Wilkes ,  Mr.  Smith ,  lard  advocate  for  Scotland ,  and  Mr.  Al¬ 
derman  Fownfend — fupported  by  Mr.  Pitt — carried  by  a  great  ma¬ 
jority.  Quefion  of  impeachment  oppofed  by  Mr.  Sumner — without  a  divi- 
fon.  Mr.  Montague  moves,  that  Mr.  Burke  do  impeach  Air.  Hafings  at 
the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords — ordered.  Motion  for  taking  Air.  Hajlings 
into  cufody  oppofed  by  Air.  Nicholls — ordered.  Lords  acquainted  there¬ 
with.  Air.  Haf  ings  delivered  to  the  Black  Rod — brought  to  the  bar — 
articles  read — admitted  to  bail — ordered  to  give  in  his  anfwer  the  fecond 
day  of  the  next  meeting  of  parliament. — Speaker’ s  addrefs  to  the  King. 
King’s  fpeech.  Parliament  prorogued. 

HAVING  related  in  their  order  great  objeft,  which  engaged  in  a 
the  principal  matters  that  peculiar  manner  the  attention  ot 

occurred  in  the  ordinary  proceed-  the  houfe  of  commons  during  the 

ings  of  the  prefent  feffion  of  par-  fame  period — the  accufation  and 

liament,  we  mult  <70  back  to  that  impeachment  of  Mr.  Haftings,  No 
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me  was  loll  at  the  commencement 
f  the  feffion  in  bringing  forward 
his  bufinefs  with  all  poffible  expe¬ 
dition.  On  the  firft  day  of  the 
meeting,  Jan.  23d,  Mr.  Burke  gave 
notice  that  he  fliould  renew  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  on  the  firft  day  of  February 
following.  That  and  the  following 
day  were  fpent  in  examining  Mr. 
Middleton  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey  ; 
and  on  Wednefday  the  feventh  Mr. 
Sheridan  opened  the  third  charge 
againft  Ivjr.  Flaftings,  viz.  the  re- 
fumption  of  the  jaghires,  and  the 
confifcation  of  the  treasures  of  the 
princeffes  of  Oude,  the  mother  and 
grandmother  of  the  reigning  na¬ 
bob. 

The  fubjedl  of  this  charge  was 
peculiarly  fitted  for  displaying  all 
the  pathetic  powers  of  eloquence  ; 
and  never  were  they  difplayed  with 
greater  fkill,  force,  and  elegance, 
than  upon  this  occalion.  For  five 
hours  and  an  half  Mr.  Sheridan 
kept  the  attention  of  the  fioufe 
(which  from  the  expectation  of  the 
day  was  uncommonly  crowded)  faf- 
cinated  by  his  eloquence  ;  and  when 
he  fat  down,  the  whole  houfe,  the 
members,  peers;  and  ftrangers,  in¬ 
voluntarily  joined  in  a  tumult  of 
applaufe,  and  adopted  a  mode  of 
exprefllng  their  approbation,  new 
and  irregular  in  that  houfe,  by 
loudly  and  repeatedly  clapping  with 
their  hands.  Mr.  Burke  declared 
it  to  be  the  moil  afconifhing  effort 
of  eloquence,  argument,  and  wit 
united,  of  which  there  is  any  record 
or  tradition.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  “  All 
that  he  had  ever  heard- — all  that  he 
had  ever  read,  when  compared  with 
it,  dwindled  into  nothing,  and  va- 
ni filed  like  vapour  before  the  fun.” 
Mr.  Pitt  acknowledged,  that  it  fur- 
palled  all  th,e  eloquence  of  ancient 
or  modern  times,  and  poflefled  eve¬ 


ry  thing  that  genius  or  art  could 
furnifh  to  agitate  and  control  the 
human  mind.  The  effedts  it  pro¬ 
duced  were  proportioned  to  its  me¬ 
rits  :  after  a  confiderable  fufpenfion 
of  the  debate,  one  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Flaftings  with  forne  difficulty 
obtained,  for  a  fhort  time,  a  hear¬ 
ing  ;  but  finding  the  houfe  too 
ftrongly  affedled  by  what  they  had 
heard  to  liften  to  him  with  favour, 
fat  down  again.  Several  members 
confefied  that  they  had  come  down 
ftrongly  prepoffeffed  in  favour  of 
the  perfon  accufed,  and  imagined 
nothing  lefs  than  a  miracle  could 
have  wrought  fo  entire  a  revolution 
in  their  fentiments.  Others  declar¬ 
ed,  that  though  they  could  not  re¬ 
fill  the  conviction  that  flafhed  upon 
their  minds,  yet  they  wifhed  to  have 
time  to  cool  before  they  were  called 
upon  to  vote  ;  and  though  they  were 
perfuaded  that  it  would  require  an¬ 
other  miracle  to  produce  another 
change  in  their  opinions,  yet  for  the 
fake  of  decorum,  they  thought  it 
proper  that  the  debate  fliould  be 
adjourned.  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  M. 
A.  Taylor  ftrongly  oppofed  this 
propofition,  contending  that  it  was 
not  lefs  abfurd  than  unparliamen¬ 
tary  to  defer  coming  to  a  vote  for  no 
other  reafon  that  had  been  alledged 
than  becaufe  the  members  were 
too  firmly  convinced  ?  Jbut  Mr. 
Pitt  falling  in  with  'the.  opinions  of 
the  former,  the  debate  was  adjourn¬ 
ed  a  little  after  one  o’clock. 

The  day  following  the  debate 
was  refumed  by  Mr.  Francis,  in  fup- 
port  of  the  charge  ;  and  by  Mr. 
Burgefs,  Major  Scott,  Mr.  Nicholls, 
Mr.  Vanfittart,  and  Mr.  Alderman 
JLe  Mefurier,  in  defence  of  Mr. 
Haftings.  After  having  heard  the 
arguments  on  both  fides,  Mr,  Pitt 
rofe  to  deliver  his  fentiments.  He 
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began  with  declaring  that  he  had 
from  the  hrft  day  of  the  charges 
being  agitated  within  thofe  walls, 
confidered  the  matter  as  of  a  moft 
ferious  and  important  nature,  in 
which  the  honour  and  character  of 
that  houfe,  and  the  honour  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  individual  accufed, 
were  both  deeply  involved.  It 
therefore  behoved  the  committee  to 
deliberate  with  the  greatell  tem¬ 
per,  and  not  to  decide  in  any  one 
ftage  of  the  bufinefs  without  having 
previoufiy  made  the  fullell  inveftiga- 
tion  of  every  fact  Hated  in  each  parti¬ 
cular  charge,  and  a  careful  compan¬ 
ion  of  the  whole  of  the  evidence  ad¬ 
duced,  both  in  favour  of  the  accufed, 
and  in  fupport  of  the  accufation 
brought  againft  him  ^  fo  that  on 
whichever  fide  they  fhould  finally 
give  their  votes,  it  might  be  on  the 
fulleft  conviction,  that  they  had  dif- 
charged  their  duty  honeftly,  im¬ 
partially,  and  confcientioufiy.  He 
had  the  fatisfaction  to  know,  that 
this  had  been  the  line  of  conduct 
that  he  had  purfued  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  that  the  fubject  had  been  firft 
fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of 
parliament ;  and  as  he  had  ever  been 
of  opinion  that  the  charge  relative 
to  the  princefles  of  Oude  was  that 
which  of  all  others.,  bore  upon  the 
face  of  it  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  cri¬ 
minality  and  cruelty,  fo  had  he  been 
particularly  careful  to  guard  againft 
the  impreflion  of  every  fort  of  pre¬ 
judice,  and  to  keep  his  mind  open 
for  the  reception  of  whatever  could 
tend  on  the  one  hand,  to  eftablifh 
innocence,  or  on  the  other,  to  bring 
home  conviction  of  guilt  ;  and  in 
order  the  better  to  enable  himfelf 
to  decide  with  fafety,  he  had  with 
the  utmoft  minutenefs  and  attention 
compared  the  charge,  article  by  ar¬ 
ticle,  writh  the  evidence  adduced  at 
the  bar  in  fupport  of  each,  and 


with  the  various  minutes  and  letters 
that  had  been  brought  before  the 
houfe,  or  were  any  where  to  be 
found  within  his  reach.  Mr.  Pitt 
then  declared,  that  although,  for 
reafons  he  fhould  ftate,  he  thought 
himfelf  bound  to  vote  with  the  cren- 
tleman  who  brought  the  charge,  yet 
he  wiftied  it  to  be  underftood,  that 
he  did  not  accede  to  the  whole  of 
the  grounds  of  the  accufation  con¬ 
tained  in  the  charge,  or  the  infe¬ 
rences  that  had  been  drawn  from 
them.  He  then  ftated  the  two  great 
points  in  the  charge,  in  which  he 
thought  the  criminality  of  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  had  been  fully  proved.  The 
refumption  of  the  jaghires  was  a 
meafure  which  in  his  opinion  might, 
in  certain  iituations,  have  beenjuf- 
tified  ;  but  the  fituation  of  the  India 
company,  as  guarantee  of  the  treaty, 
laid  them  under  the  ftrongeft  obli¬ 
gation,  perhaps  to  have  pofitively 
and  at  all  events  refilled,  but,  at 
leall  not  to  have  prompted  it.  The 
feizure  of  the  treafures  being  neither 
fupported  by  any  formal  proceedings 
of  juftice,  nor  by  any  ftate  neceftity, 
it  was,  he  faid,  impoftible  not  to  con¬ 
demn  it  ;  and  it  was  greatly  aggra¬ 
vated  by  making  the  nabob  the  in- 
ftrument  ;  the  fon  the  inftrument  of 
robbing  the  mother.  The  crime  of 
Mr.  Haftings  he  thought  ftill  farther 
aggravated  by  his  ftifling  the  orders 
of  the  court  of  directors,  which  ex- 
prefsly  commanded  a  revifion  of  the 
proceedings  againft  thofe  princeftes. 
With  refpect  to  many  other  collate¬ 
ral  circumftances,  urged  in 'aggra¬ 
vation  of  the  charge,  he  thought 
them  either  not  criminal,  or  not 
brought  home  to  Mr.  Haftings.  The 
queition  being  at  length  called  for, 
and  the  houfe  dividing,  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  motion  1 75,  againft 
it  68. 

On  the  19th  Mr.  Burke  begged 
[A"J  4.  leave 
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leave  to  call  tlie  attention  of  the 
ho  ufe  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
accufation  of  Mr.  Haftings,  which 
was  attended  with  many  awkward 
circumftances,  owing  as  he  con¬ 
ceived,  to  their  having  originally 
departed  from  the  ufual  courfe  of 
proceeding  in  matters  of  that  na¬ 
ture.  The  deliberate  caution, 
with  which  they  had  hitherto  pro¬ 
ceeded,  would  howrever  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  fome  advantages  in  their 
future  proceedings  towards  obtain¬ 
ing  judgment ;  but  he  thought, 
that  having  now  folemnly  declared 
upon  two  charges  of  high  and  atro¬ 
cious  delinquency,  that  they  con¬ 
tained  fit  grounds  of  impeachment, 
the  fooner  they  reforted  to  the 
ancient  mode  of  proceeding,  by  a 
vote  of  impeachment,  the  better, 
the  proper  fteps  might  then  be 
taken  for  preventing  the  party 
impeached  from  quitting  the  king¬ 
dom,  removing  his  property,  ali¬ 
enating  any  fums  of  money,  or 
taking  any  other  fleps  to  evade  the 
ends  of  juftice.  There  was  one 
circumflance,  he  fliould  mention, 
that  pointed  out  this,  or  fome  other 
proceeding  of  that  fort,  as  abfolute- 
ly  neceffary,  viz.  that  it  was  con¬ 
fidently  reported,  that  another  gen¬ 
tleman  from  India,  ftrongly  impli¬ 
cated  in  the  traniadlions  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  and  againft  whom  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  a  ferious  nature  would 
{bon  be  inftituted,  had,  within  a 
ftiort  time,  fold  out  of  the  public 
funds  property  to  the  amount  of 
^*.50,000.  Major  Scott,  mifap- 
prehending  that  it  was  intended  to 
inftnuate  that  this  property  belong¬ 
ed  to  Mr.  Haftings,  got  up  to  aiTure 
the  houfe  that  he  had  no  concern 
in  it ;  and  to  declare  upon  his  ho¬ 
nour,  that  from  the  information  he 
poftefied  relative  to  the  affairs  of 


Mr.  Haftings,  he  could  take  upoh 
him  to  aflert  that  his  whole  fortune 
did  not  exceed  ^50,000. — Mr. 
Pitt  defended  the  mode  of  proceed¬ 
ing  adopted  by  the  Houfe,  and  did 
not  conceive  that  they  could  with 
propriety  refort  to  any  other. 

The  day  following,  the  houfe 
being  in  a  committee  on  the  charges, 
Mr.  Dundas  rofe  and  faid,  that 
as  notice  had  been  given  that  a 
charge  of  a  ferious  nature  would  be 
brought  forward  againft  Sir  Elijah 
Impey,  he  would  fuggeft  to  thofe 
concerned  in  the  profccution,  that 
it  would  be  inconfiftent  with  the 
juftice,  the  candour,  and  the  be¬ 
nevolence  of  that  houfe,  to  call  and 
examine  a  gentleman  as  a  witnefs  at 
their  bar,  and  then  to  make  his 
evidence  the  ground  of  future  cri¬ 
mination  againft  him. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliott  faid,  that 
though  he  had  determined,  from  a 
review  of  his  general  condudi,  to 
move  for  an  impeachment  againft; 
Sir  Elijah  Impey,  yet  the  houfe 
could  not  think  of  waving  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  any  information  it  could 
poflibly  obtain.  The  fubjedt  of  the 
prefent  examination,  however,  did 
not  come,  as  far  as  he  knew  at  pre¬ 
fent,  within  the  limits  of  his  intend¬ 
ed  charge,  although  the  latter  went 
to  affedt  nearly  the  whole  of  Sir 
Elijah’s  condudt,  as  he  looked  on 
him,  by  his  extra-official  interfe¬ 
rence,  to  have  had  a  ftiare  in  fome 
of  the  rnoft  guilty  tranfadtions  that 
had  taken  place  in  India. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  it  was 
impofiible  for  thofe  who  had  brought 
forward  the  proiecution  of  Mr.  Haf¬ 
tings,  to  think  of  loftng  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  that  perfon’s  teftimony, 
who  had  been  the  intimate  confident 
of  the  principal  culprit.  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  knew  undoubtedly  too  much 


HISTORY  O 

of  law  to  anfwer  any  queflions  which 
might  tend  to  criminate  himfelf ; 
and  thofe  who  were  to  examine  him 
would  never  infill  on  his  anfwering 
queflions  of  fach  a  tendency. 

Mr.  Pitt  agreed  in  the  opinion, 
that  to  fupprefs  the  teilimony  of 
fuch  a  perfon  would  be  to  diiarm 
the  hand  of  juflice  ;  yet  he  thought 
that  delicacy  and  propriety  de¬ 
manded,  that  the  witnefs.  Ihould 
have  fuch  notice  of  the  intended 
charge,  as  might  tend  to  put  him 
on  his  guard.  Mr.  Burke  immedi¬ 
ately  alfented  to  this  propofition, 
and  accordingly  offered  a  motion  to 
the  following  effect,  which  was  put 
and  carried,  “  That  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  be  called  in,  and  that  the 
chairman  be  inllruCted  to  inform 
him,  that  it  was  poffible  that  a  cri¬ 
minal  enquiry  may  be  inllituted 
againfl  himfelf,  on  the  ground  of 
extra-official  interference,  and  his 
general  condudt  in  India  ;  and  that 
the  fubjedt  on  whichhe  was  then  to  be 
examined,  may  lead  to  proceedings 
connedted  with  fuch  an  enquiry.” 

Sir  Elijah  was  then  called  in, 
and  on  receiving  this  notice  from 
the  chairman,  faid  “  That  as  he 
was  confcious  of  no  guilt,  and  as 
there  was  no  part  of  his  conduct 
which  he  would  wifh  to  fecrete,  this 
notice  would  make  no  difference  in 
his  willies  to  give  the  committee 
the  fullell  information.” 

He  then  underwent  a  long  exa¬ 
mination  refpedling  the  tranfaclions 
with  the  nabob  of  Farruckabad. 

On  the  fecond  of  March  Mr. 
T.  Pelham  opened  the  fourth  charge 
the  fubjedt  of  which  was  the  cor¬ 
rupt  and  oppreffive  condudt  of  Mr. 
Haflings  towards  the  nabob  of  Far¬ 
ruckabad.  After  Mr.  Pelham  had 
gone  through  the  charge,  and  Major 
Scott  had  been  heard  in  reply,  Mr. 
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Dundas  rofe  and  faid,  there  were 
two  points  neceffary  to  be  cleared 
up,  before  he  could  bring  himfelf  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Mailings  on  the  prefent 
queftion.  The  firil  related  to  the 
breach  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar. 
This  treaty  lie  confeifed  that  he  ne¬ 
ver  liked,  and  always  regretted  its 
having  been  made  :  his  prejudice 
therefore  againll  the  treaty  might 
naturally  operate  in  reconciling 
him  to  the  breach  of  it,  provided  it 
could  be  p’aufibly  defended.  It  was 
not  impoiiible  but  there  might  have 
been  fome  delirable  objedl  in  view  in 
the  making  of  the  treaty,  which 
might  jullify  that  meafure,  notwith- 
llanding  it  was  evident  that  a  necef- 
iity  would  occur  of  breaking  it.  If 
this  was  the  cafe,  he  Ihould  then  ad¬ 
mit  that  it  was  a  bad  way  of  doing 
a  good  thing,  and  be  induced  to  ex- 
cufe  it,  particularly  if  the  fame  good 
end  could  not  have  been  obtained  by 
more  direcb  means.  But  what  this 
defirable  objedl  was,  and  how  it 
happened  to  be  xonly  attainable  by 
fuch  indirect,  circuitous,  and  objec¬ 
tionable  means,  he  expedted  to  have 
fully  explained  before  he  could 
bring  himfelf  to  look  upon  the 
tranfadlion  as  innocent  or  excufa- 
ble  ;  and  as  yet  he  had  never  heard 
any  fuch  explanation  attempted. 
Pie  fhould  alio  expect  to  hear  of 
fome  adtual  neceffity  having  exilted 
for  the  recall  of  Mr.  Shee,  feeing 
that  Mr.  Mailings  knew,  and  ex- 
preisly  acknowledges,  that  by  fuch 
recall  either  the  nabob  of  Far¬ 
ruckabad  muff  be  facrificed  to  the 
nabob  vizier,  or  elfe  be  abandoned 
to  the  dangerous  and  deltruClive 
management  of  his  own  family  and 
fervants.  Unlefs  he  Ihould  receive  a 
full  anfwer  to  thofe  two  points, 
he  Ihould  certainly  feel  himfell  in- 
difpenfably  bound  to  vote  for  the 

motion. 
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motion,  provided  it  was  perfifted  in  ; 
yet  he  could  not  but  give  a  caution 
to  the  gentleman  who  had  brought 
forward  the  charge  to  refledl  whe¬ 
ther  it  would  be  worth  while  to 
profecute  it  to  the  other  houfe,  as  it 
appeared  not  likely,  if  fubftantiat- 
ed,  to  add  much  to  Mr.  Plaftings’s 
criminality  or  punifhment,  and 
would  require  a  vaft  volume  of  evi¬ 
dence  to  prove  it.  This  he  only 
fubmitted  to  his  difcretion,  for  if 
the  queftion  were  to  be  put,  he 
muit  vote  for  it,  unlefs  he  fhould 
receive  complete  fatisfadtion  on  the 

A 

two  points  he  had  already  dated. 

The  caufe  of  Mr.  Haftings  met, 
this  day,  with  fupport  from  a  new 
quarter,  which,  if  it  had  been 
brought  forward  before  the  exa¬ 
mination  into  his  conduct  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  fo  far,  might  perhaps  have 
proved  more  effectual.  As  it  was,- 
it  ferved  only  to  draw  from  Mr.  Pitt 
declarations  which  left  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  no  other  hope  than  that  of  an 
acquittal  in  Weft  min  fter-hall. 

Lord  Hood  in  a  folemn  manner, 
called  the  ferious  attention  of  the 
houfe  to  the  confequences  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  too  fcrupulous  a  nice¬ 
ty  to  canvafs  the  condudt  of  thofe 
who  had  filled  fcations  abroad  of 
high  difficulty  and  important  truft. 
Certain  actions  which  appeared  to 
thofe  at  a  diflance  in  a  very  crimi¬ 
nal  light,  were  yet  on  a  nearer 
inveftigation,  perfectly  juftifiable 
on  the  grounds  of  abfolute  and  in- 
difpenfable  neceffxty. — Should  the 
fear  of  an  impeachment  by  parlia¬ 
ment  be  hung  out  to  every  com¬ 
mander,  in  whofe  hands  was  placed 
the  defence  of  our  national  pofFefii- 
ons,  it  mu  ft  neceffariiy  operate  as 
a  dangerous  reftraint  to  their  'exer¬ 
tions,  when  it  was  confidered  that 
no  general  or  admiral  had  fcarcely 


ever  been  fortunate  enough  to  con¬ 
duct  himfelf  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty,  without  occafionally  fall¬ 
ing  into  circumftances,  in  which 
the  public  fervice  compelled  him  to 
do  things  in  themfelves  not  pleafing 
to  his  feelings,  nor  ftriclly  legal ; 
but  from  the  indifpenfable  neceffities 
of  their  fituation  perfectly  juftifiable. 
The  example  fet  by  the  houfe  of 
commons,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
would  for  ever  ftand  before  our  fu¬ 
ture  commanders,  and  create  a 
great  and  dangerous  clog  to  the 
public  fervic.  For  his  own  part,  at 
his  time  of  life  he  could  have  no  pro- 
fpedl  of  being  again  employed  in 
any  foreign  adtive  command,  and 
therefore  he  had  no  perfonal  induce¬ 
ments  for  the  part  he  fhould  take  in 
giving  his  negative  to  any  farther 
progrefs  in  this  profecution,  but  he 
ipoke  for  thofe,  who  were  to  come 
after  him  ;  his  regard  for  his  coun¬ 
try  made  him  anxious  to  prevent  a 
precedent,  by  which  all  her  fervices 
would  for  the  future  be  greatly  im¬ 
peded  ;  and  this  he  was  confident 
would  be  the  effedt  of  punifhing  any 
harfh  and  fevere,  but  perhaps  ne- 
ceffary  and  indifpenfable  adts  of 
power,  which  the  faviour  of  India 
had,  for  the  public  good,  been 
found  to  commit. 

Mr.  Pitt  rofe  immediately  after 
lord  Hood,  and  faid,  that  he  fhould 
have  been  fatished  with  uiviutr  a 
filent  vote  for  the  queftion,  fo  evi¬ 
dent  to  his  mind  were  the  grounds 
on  which  that  vote  was  fupported, 
were  it  not  that  he  felt  himfelf 
called  upon  to  give  an  immediate 
anfwer  to  the  arguments  ufed  by 
the  noble  lord,  left,  from  the 
weight  of  his  authority,  and  more 
efpecialiy  on  fuch  a  fubjedt,  they 
fhould  blind  and  miflead  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  committee.  He  ad¬ 
mitted. 
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mitted,  that  in  the  cafe  of  every 
fervant  of  the  public,  to  whom 
vafl  and  momentous  concerns  were 
entrufted,  it  wtis  but  juft  that  when 
a  complaint  was  made,  the  grounds 
of  that  complaint  ought  to  be  weigh¬ 
ed  with  the  fituation  in  which  he 
flood.  IT  he  fathered  the  necefli- 
ties  of  his  fervice  to  carry  him  no 
farther  than  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  and  endeavoured,  though  it 
could  not  be  done  in  its  full  extent, 
to  reconcile  his  duty  to  his  country 
with  that  he  owed  to  individuals ; 
he  had  then  the  double  merit  of  dif- 
cretion  as  well  as  zeal  ; — nay,  even 
if  in  his  exertions  for  the  public, 
he  buffered  himfelf  to  be  carried 
beyond  the  line  of  llridt  and  urgent 
neceflity,  provided  that  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  his  intentions  were  fair 
and  upright,  God  forbid  that  he  or 
any  man  fhould  deny  him  his  due 
merit,  or  fay  that  the  abundance  of 
his  zeal  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
make  ample  atonement  for  the  error 
of  his  judgment.  But  he  afked, 
was  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Haftings, 
in  that  part  of  it  now  before  the 
houfe,  correfpondent  to  Arch  prin¬ 
ciples  ?  Was  the  crime  that  day  al- 
ledged  againfl  him  juftined  by  ne¬ 
ceflity,  or  was  it  of  fuch  a  flze  and 
complexion  as  any  exifting  ne¬ 
ceflity  could  juflify  ?  Where  a  de¬ 
parture  was  made  from  juflice  and 
right,  it  was  not  fufflcient  to  fay, 
that  fuch  a  flep  was  neceflary  ;  it 
was  incumbent  on  the  party  to 
point  out  and  prove  the  neceflity, 
and  the  confequences  likely  to  at¬ 
tend  a  too  rigid  obfervance  of  flridt 
juflice  and  propriety.  A  compari- 
fon  might  then  be  formed  between 
the  objedt  to  be  gained,  and  the 
facrifice  to  be  made,  and  a  judg¬ 
ment  of  cenfure  or  approbation 
founded  on  the  refult  of  fuch  com- 


parifon.  But  in  the  prefent  inflancc 
no  flate  neceflity  whatfoever  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  (hewn,  and  therefore 
there  was  no  ground  whatfoever  for 
thofe  who  faw  a  criminal  tendency 
in  the  tranfadftion  to  refufe  their 
confent  to  the  motion. 

Befldes  this  topic  of  the  necefiijties 
of  his  fituation,  the  noble  lord  had 
refort ed  to  another  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  namely,  his  gene¬ 
ral  merits  in  the  courfe  of  his  fer¬ 
vice.  There  had  been  a  period,  he 
confefled,  in  which  fuch  an  argu¬ 
ment  might  have  been  urged  with 
fome  force,  but  that  period  was  now 
pafl.  The  committee  was  then 
called  upon  to  determine  not,  upon 
a  general  view  of  fadls,  the  general 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  perfonac- 
cufed,  but,  upon  a  particular  invef- 
tigation  of  a  particular  tranfadlion, 
the  criminality  or  innocence  of  that 
fingle  tranfadfion. 

With  refpedl  to  the  particular 
charge  then  under  difeuflion,  it  was 
not  neceflary  for  him  to  fay  much. 
He  begged  leave  to  refer  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  that  part  of  Mr.  Haf- 
tings’s  correfpondence,  where,  in 
Ipeaking  of  the  recall  of  Mr.  Shee 
from  Farruckabad,  Mr.  Haftings  ac¬ 
knowledged,  “  that  by  fo  doing  he 
muft  give  up  nabob  Muzuffer  Jung 
to  the  oppreflion  of  the  vizier,”  fo 
that  he  could  not  juftify  himfelf  for 
fuch  a  ftep  by  any  plea  of  wanting 
fuflicient  warning  of  the  confe  - 
quence,  having  evidently  forefeen 
it  ;  nor  had  there  been  any  grounds 
of  neceflity  alledged  to  palliate  the 
mea'fure.  But  befldes  thus  fetting 
loofe  the  vizier  on  the  nabob  of 
Farruckabad,  the  confequence  of 
which  fie  knew  would  be  the  ruin 
and  oppreflion  of  that  unfortunate 
prince,  and  that  this  was  done  with¬ 
out  any  neceflity,  what  could  excufc 

his 
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Ms  accepting  of  a  prefent  of  fuch 
magnitude  as  that,  which  he  had 
received  from  the  nabob  of  Oude  ? 
CoMd  inch  a  tranfadion  be  excufed 
by  any  degree  of  neceffity  ?  Was 
there  a  fleet  in  want  of  her  ne- 
ceffary  fupplies ;  was  there  any 
army  waiting  for  fubfiftence ;  or 
did  any  one  branch  whatsoever  of 
the  public  fervice  render  fo  extra¬ 
ordinary  a  refource  requiftte  ? — 
No  ;  it  was  juftified  by  no  neceffity 
« — it  could  therefore  be  accounted 
for  by  nothing  but  corruption.  But 
he  had  chiefly  rifen,  he  faid,  to 
interpofe  as  fpeedily  as  poffible 
between  die  high  authority  of  the 
noble  lord  and  the  feelings  of  the 
houfe,  left  they  might  be  led  by  his 
arguments  to  confound  the  two  cafes; 
that  of  a  man  ftreggling  againft  a 
violent  neceffity,  and  at  length 
obliged  to  give  way  to  the  exigency 
ef  the  public  fervice,  and  to  deviate 
into  a  neeeiTary  injuftice  ;  and  that 
of  a  perfcn  wantonly  committing 
ads  .of  tyranny  and  pppreflion,  for 
which  not  even  a  pretence  of  public 
fervice  had  been  alledged. 

The  committee  divided  upon  this 
queftion  ;  ayes  1 1  2— -noes  50. 

On  the  feventh  of  March,  Mr. 
Burke  rofe  to  beg  the  attention  of 
the  houfe  to  the  many  difficulties 
with  which  the  gentlemen  who  had 
to  furnifh  the  houfe  with  the  evi¬ 
dence  neceifary  for  fubftantiating 
the  charges  againft  Mr.  Haftings, 
had  to  labour.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  fervants  of  the  company 
were  under  an  obligation  to  fend 
over  copies  of  their  proceedings, 
minutes,  and  correfpondence  to  the 
court  of  directors  at  home.  This 
was  undoubtedly  a  neeeiTary  and 
wife  precaution  ;  but  in  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  the  molt  glaring  in- 
itances  of  difcbedience  of  this  rule 
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had  occurred.  Whenever  the  late 
governor  general  thought  proper, 
he  mutilated,  garbled  or  fuppreffied 
his  correfpondence,  and  one  of  the 
great  difficulties  of  carrying  on  the 
profecution  againft  that  gentleman 
arofe  from  this  circumftance  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  involving  in  itfelf  a 
charge  of  very  confiderable  weight 
and  importance.  Another  difficulty 
originated  from  their  ignorance  of 
the  titles  of  the  papers  they  wifhed 
to  call  for.  Mr.  Burke,  inftancing 
the  late  charge,  faid,  that  he  had 
called  for  the  Farruckabad  papers, 
and  he  thought  that  all  of  them  had 
been  prefented ;  but  a  very  refpec- 
table  member  of  that  houfe  had 
afterwards  called  for  others  under 
another  name,  and  had  by  thofe 
means  furnifhed  the  -houfe  with 
the  Periian  correfpondence,  which 
proved  to  be  very  material.  He 
next  obferved,  that  the  attorney  of 
Mr.  Haftings  was  the  attorney  of 
the  Faft-Xndia  company,  in  de¬ 
fence  of  whofe  rights,  and  for  the 
punifhment  of  whofe  fervants,  that 
houfe  was  now  carrying  on  a  profe¬ 
cution  !  He  begged  leave  to  point 
out  the  mamfeft  advantage  which 
tliis  circumftance  gave  Mr.  Haf¬ 
tings  over  the  houfe,  for  while  they 
were  groping  in  the  dark,  and  glid¬ 
ing  at  what  papers  they  ought  to 
call  for,  Mr,  H  aft  mgs’ s  attorney, 
who  had  daily  accefs  to  all  the  , 
company’s  papers,  might  lay  his 
hand  on  any  of  them,  and  come  £q 
the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  and 
there  produce  fo.me  paper  or  other, 
to  overturn  the  whole  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  which  they  had  been  able  to 
come  at,  and  affift  Mr.  Haftings  to 
laugh  at  the  profecution.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  that  a  correfpondence  was 
kept  back  which  would  fhew  the 
remonftrances  of  the  nabob  of  Oude 

againft; 
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againft  many  of  thofe  meafures 
which  were  alledged  to  be  taken  at 
his  exprefs  fuggeftion ;  and  what 
was  more,  there  was  alto  a  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  whole  of  the  Perlian  cor  ■ 
refpondence,  which,  with  refpedl  to 
this  point,  was  undoubtedly  very 
material.  As  a  proof  of  the  very 
incorre£l  and  fufpicious  manner  in 
which  thefe  papers  were  diipofed 
of,  Mr.  Burke  inftanced  the  circuin- 
flance  of  many  of  them  being  in 
the  poffeffion  of  the  chief  juilice. 
Sir  Elijah  Impey,  inflead  of  Mr. 
Middleton,  the  refident,  to  whofe 
department  they  moll  properly  be¬ 
longed.  The  houfe  then  would 
perceive  the  many  inconveniences, 
under  which  the  gentlemen  labour¬ 
ed,  who  were  engaged  in  the  pro- 
fecution.  Mr.  Burke  fubmitted 
thefe  matters  to  the  confederation 
of  the  houfe,  and  concluded  with 
moving  for  a  great  variety  of  pa¬ 
pers,  which  were  granted. 

On  the  15th  of  March  the  charge 
relative  to  contracts  and  falaries  w7as 
opened  by  Sir  James  Erikine.  Mr. 
Pitt  immediately  followed,  declar¬ 
ing  that  he  rofe  fo  early  in  the  de¬ 
bate  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  the 
queftion  within  a  narrower  compafs, 
and  of  confequently  fhortening  the 
debate.  The  charge,  he  faid,  might 
be  divided  into  three  diftindl  parts  ; 
the  firil  relating  to  the  extravagant 
terms  of  the  contradls,  and  the  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  company’s  orders  in 
making  them  ;  the  fecond,  to  the 
increafed  falary  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  ; 
and  the  third,  to  the  unwarrantable 
excefs  of  the  civil  expenditure  du¬ 
ring  his  adrniniftration. 

With  regard  to  the  contracts, 
he  thought  fome  of  them  too  iniig- 
nificant  to  be  entitled  to  any  dif- 
cuffion  whatever  in  parliament, 
with  a  view  to  impeachment ;  and 
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others  were  fo  circum  (lanced  in 
point  of  time,  as  to  be  extremely 
unfit  to  be  made  a  ground  of  crimi¬ 
nal  charge  againfl  Mr.  Haflings. 
Out  of  thefe  therefore  he  fhould  only 
except  tw'O,  the  contract  for  bul¬ 
locks  in  the  year  1779,  and  the 
opium  contract  in  1781;  in  both 
of  which  there  appeared  evident 
circumftances  of  criminality,  and 
flrong  ground  for  fufpicion  of  cor¬ 
ruption. 

The  lecond  article  appeared  to 
him  of  more  prominent  magnitude 
than  any  other  part  of  the  charge, 
viz.  the  increafed  falary  given  to 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  in  avowred  and 
unqualified  dilobedience  to  the 
company’s  orders,  and  the  im 
poling  the  payment  of  that  addi¬ 
tional  falary  on  a  prince  clofely 
connected  with  the  company,  and 
who  already  paid  to  the  Bengal  go¬ 
vernment  a  fixed  and  itipulated  tri¬ 
bute,  which,  he  faid,  w^as  a  grofs 
and  manifeft  violation  of  the  faith  of 
the  company,  and  a  perverfion  of 
the  power  entrufled  to  him  by  his 
office.  His  continuing  this  falary 
in  an  underhand  and  covert  manner, 
after  a  particular  prohibition  from 
the  directors,  was  a  fhameful  and 
difgraceful  evalion  of  his  duty,  and 
one  which  highly  merited  the  cenfure 
of  parliament ;  and  that  part  of  the 
charge  fhould  confequently  have  his 
moil  hearty  concurrence. 

As  to  the  third  branch  of  the 
charge,  that  relating  to  a  corrupt 
profulion  in  the  civil  expenditure, 
it  was  a  fubjerit,  which  he  fhould  by 
no  means  confent  to  make  any  part 
of  a  criminal  charge,  becaufe  it 
did  not  appear  fubftantiated  upon 
grounds  fufficiently  flrong  to  war¬ 
rant  the  houfe  to  include  it  in  a 
matter  of  impeachment. 

This  led  him  to  fuggefl  a  few 

confederations 
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confiderations  to  thofe  gentlemen 
who  had  taken  the  lead  in  the 
profecution.  After  what  had  al¬ 
ready  palTed,  he  believed  there 
was  no  one  who  had  any  regard  to 
the  dignity  of  parliament,  or  to 
the  ends  of  public  and  lubllantial 
juftice,  that  could  have  any  wilh  but 
to  forward  it  as  much  as  polhble, 
■and  to  bring  it  before  •  the  other 
houfe,  in  the  moll  unqueftionable 
fhape.  But  he  conceived  that  it 
was  by  no  means  the  bell  way  to 
the  end  they  had  in  view  to  clog 
it  with  ufelefs,  unnecelfary,  and  im- 
pra&icable  matter.  To  Itrip  it  of 
all  fuch  was  the  moll  advi fable 
thing  for  the  houfe  to  endeavour ; 
and  he  wllhed  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  taken  fo  aClive 
a  part  in  the  bufmefs,  would,  cn 
fome  early  day,  afcertain  and  de¬ 
termine  on  fuch  charges  as  he  in¬ 
tended  to  bring  forward  ;  as  there 
were  many  of  thole  already  before 
the  houfe,  that  he  was  certain  could 
never  be  made  out  in  proof,  or  if 
they  could,  were  not  of  fufftcient 
criminality  to  excufe  and  warrant 
the  prefent  mode  of  proceeding. 
For  the  feveral  reafons  therefore 
which  he  had  given  in  the  courfe  of 
his  fpeech,  he  faid,  he  Ihould  pro- 
pofe  an  amendment  to  the  prefent 
motion,  which,  if  it  Ihould  be  a- 
dopted  by  the  houfe,  would  leave 
him  at  liberty  to  vote  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  quellion  ;  his  amendment  was, 
to  add  the  following  words  to  the 
motion  :  In  refpeCl  to  life  con¬ 
tract  for  bullocks  in  the  year  1779  ; 
that  for  opium  in  the  year  1781  ; 
and  to  the  increafed  falary  of  Sir 
Eyre  Coote.” 

Mr.  Burke  rofe,  and  declared, 
that  he  conlidered  the  proportion 
made  by  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman,  as  a  propofition  founded  in 


amity  and  friendlhip  ;  that  foi*  his 
part  he  Ihould  be  exceedingly  happy 
to  be  able  to  date  what  other  of  the 
charges  he  Ihould  think  it  neceffary 
to  go  into,  as  containing  criminal 
faCts  too  ferious  and  important  to 
be  difpenfed  with,  or  palled  over ; 
That  in  truth  he  thought  every  one 
of  the  charges  did  contain  matter  of 
that  defeription,  and  the  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  was,  to  determine  what  could 
be  belt  fpared.  He  refembled,  in 
his  prefent  fituation,  a  fhipmafter, 
who,  in  order  to  lighten  his  velfel, 
was  under  the  necefiity  of  throwing 
fome  of  the  cargo  overboard.  But 
what  articles  he  was  to  commit  to 
the  waves  he  was  perfectly  at  a  lofs 
to  determine.  Nay,  he  was  afraid 
to  enter  on  this  oifice,  left  gentle¬ 
men  Ihould  afterwards  tell  him, 
“  You,  indeed,  at  firft  furnifhed 
yourfelf  with  an  excellent  cargo ; 
many  of  your  articles  were  of  the 
very  bell  quality ;  but  whiift  you 
have  retained  trifles,  you  have  con- 
figned  thofe,  which  were  of  the 
greateft  value,  to  the  waves.” 

Mr.  Burke  then  adverted  to  the 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
which,  he  faid,  he  conceived  himfelf 
indifpenfably  bound  to  endeavour  to 
re -amend,  by  inferting  feveral  other 
material  parts  of  the  charge.  The 
committee  divided,  firft  upon  Mr. 
Burke's  amendment,  which  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  majority  of  nine  ;  and  then 
upon  the  main  queftion,  which  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  34. 

On  the  2 2d  of  March,  after  a 
warm  altercation  between  Mr. 
Francis  and  Mr.  Pitt,  relative  to 
the  production  of  fome  imprdper 
and  irrelative  evidence  before  the 
committee  by  the  former,  Mr. 
Wyndham  opened  the  fixth  charge 
refpeCting  Fyzoola  Klian,  the  rajah 
of  Rampore.  Major  Scott  followed 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wyndham  ;  after  which  Mr. 
Dundas  rofe,  and  dated  the  princi¬ 
pal  point,  in  which  he  thought  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hadings  criminal, 
viz.  the  violation  of  the  guarantee 
of  the  company  to  the  treaty  of 
1774.  To  that  treaty  he  conceived 
Fyzoola  Khan  had  every  right  to 
confider  the  company  as  guarantee, 
in  confequence  of  colonel  Cham¬ 
pion’s  figning  his  name  as  an  at- 
tedation  of  it,  and  of  the  fubfequent 
public  authorized  attedation  of  it 
at  Rampore.  Ey  the  treaty  of  Chu- 
nar,  in  1781,  that  guarantee  was 
violated,  and  the  Britifh  name 
brought  into  difgrace,  as  by  an  ar¬ 
ticle  of  that  treaty  Fyzoola  Khan 
was  declared  to  have  forfeited  the 
protection  of  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment,  and  permifdon  was  granted 
to  the  nabob  vizier  to  refume  his 
lands.  That  that  permidion  was 
never  intended  to  be  differed  by 
Mr.  Hadings  to  be  carried  into 
execution,  Mr.  Dundas  declared,  he 
verily  believed ;  and  in  that  cir- 
cumdance  confided,  in  his  mind,  a 
great  part  of  Mr.  Hadings’s  crimi¬ 
nality  ;  as  he  thereby  made  ufe  of 
the  credit  of  the  Britifh  name  to 
delude  the  nabob  vizier,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  hold  out  to  Fyzoola 
Khan  an  idea  that  the  Britidi  go¬ 
vernment,  which  was  the  guarantee 
to  him  for  the  quiet  poffedion  of 
Rampore,  Shawabad,  and  fome 
other  didridfs,  had  dipulated  by 
treaty  to  afiid  the  nabob  vizier  in 
difpoflefling  him  of  thofe  territories. 
He  commented  on  the  extreme  cri¬ 
minality  of  this  conduCt ;  but  as  it 
certainly  differed  materially  from 
the  condruCtion  that  might  be  put 
on  the  charge,  viz.  that  it  had 
been  the  intention  of  Mr.  Hadings 
really  to  adld  in  difpoffefling  Fy¬ 
zoola  Khan  of  his  territories,  he 


could  not  agree  to  the  motion,  un- 
lefs  it  was  modified  and  tempered 
fo  as  to  reftribt  it  to  the  points  in 
which  the  matter  of  impeachment, 
in  his  opinion,  really  confided.  The 
better  to  convey  his-  meaning  to  the 
committee,  Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he 
would  produce  the  amendment  he 
had  defigned  to  offer  to  the  motion. 
It  was  in  fubdance,  to  date,  that 
in  the  charge  there  was  matter  of 
impeachment,  as  far  as  related  to 
that  part  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar 
which  went  to  a  breach  of  the  gua¬ 
rantee  of  the  treaty  of  Rampore. 
Mr.  Dundas  faid,  he  did  not  mean 
to  prefs  his  amendment,  if  it  fhould 
appear  to  be  difagreeable  to  gen¬ 
tlemen  on  the  other  fide.  ITe  was 
aware  he  fhould  have  another  op¬ 
portunity  of  dating  it,  and  enforc¬ 
ing  its  reception,  when  the  quedion 
of  impeachment  came  to  be  agi¬ 
tated. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Dundas,  that  he  believed,  upon 
a  more  attentive  conlideration  of 
the  charge,  the  leanied  member 
would  find,  that  in  the  charge  pre¬ 
ferred  by  him  there  was  not  a  fyl- 
lable  amounting  to  an  infinuation, 
much  lefs  a  diretd  charge,  that  it 
had  been  Mr.  Hadings’s  real  inten¬ 
tion  to  affid  in  difpofi’eding  Fyzoola 
Khan  of  his  jaghire  ;  and  the  reafon 
was,  becaufe  he  had  neither  diredf 
legal,  nor  fudiciently  ftrong  pre- 
fumptive  evidence  to  fupport  fuch 
an  infinuation.  The  great  charge 
againd  Mr.  Hadings  in  this  cafe 
was,  that  he  had  kept  Fyzoola  Khan 
in  a  fever  for  ten  years  together, 
in  which  that  father  of  agriculture 
(for  fo  Mr.  Hadings  calls  him)  was 
put  into  a  perpetual  feries  of  hot 
and  cold  fits,  not  knowing  whether 
he  was  to  look  up  to  the  Britidi  go¬ 
vernment  in  India  as  his  protestors 

or 
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or  oppreffors.  The  committee  di¬ 
vided  ;  for  the  queftion  96,  againft 

*37- 

The  houfe  being  refumed,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  rofe  to 
exprefs  his  wilh,  that  before  the 
houfe  adjourned,  a  day  might  be 
fixed  for  bringing  up  the  report  of 
the  committee.  He  fliould  certainly, 
Ire  faid,  give  fuch  a  vote  on  the  ge¬ 
neral  queftion  of  the  impeachment 
as  would  correfpond  with  the  part 
which  he  had  already  taken  ;  but 
he  mud  at  the  fame  time  obferve, 
that  having  only  partially  acqui- 
efeed  in  the  propriety  of  feveral  of 
the  charges,  particularly  in  thofe 
concerning  the  affair  of  Benares, 
and  the  contra&s,  he  mould  endea¬ 
vour  to  bring  the  matter  before  the 
houfe  in  fuch  a  way,  as  would 
relieve  him  from  the  unpleafant 
alternative  of  being  obliged  either 
to  diffent  in  toto  from  a  propodtion, 
to  feveral  parts  of  which  he  wilhed 
to  give  his  concurrence,  or  to  vote 
for  one,  which  contained  fome  cir- 
eumftances  to  which  he  was  adverfe. 
But  whether  he  {hould  for  this  pur- 
pofe  make  a  feparate  motion,  or 
only  move  an  amendment  when  the 
budnefs  was  brought  before  the 
houfe  by  thofe  who  condu&ed  the 
profecution,  he  was  not  as,  yet  pre¬ 
pared  to  determine. 

Mr.  Burke  declared,  that  he  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman's  propodtion  ;  and  with  re¬ 
gard  to  what  he  had  faid  refpe&ing 
the  difference  of  opinion  which  fub- 
fiffcd  between  them  upon  certain 
parts  of  the  charge  relative  to  Bena¬ 
res,  and  that  relative  to  the  contracts, 
he  trufted  he  would  have  the  candour 
to  keep  his  mind  open  upon  thofe 
points,  as  he  had  no  manner  of 
doubt  but  that  he  fhould  be  able,  at 
a ,  fit  opportunity,  to  convince  h;m, 
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that  they  might  both  of  them  rea¬ 
dily  concur  in  the  fame  vote.  Mon¬ 
day  the  2d  day  of  April  was  then  fixed 
upon  for  bringing  up  the  report. 

Upon  that  day,  previous  to  the 
bringing  up  of  the  report,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  opened  the  feventh  charge, 
relative  to  the  corrupt  receiving  of 
bribes  and  prefents.  Major  Scott 
in  his  defence  having,  amongft  other 
arguments,  urged  the  favourable 
reception,  which  Mr.  Haffings,  after 
the  fuppofed  commiffion  of  all  thefe 
crimes,  had  met  with  on  his  return 
home  both  from  his  mailers,  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  company,  and  feveral 
members  of  adminiftration,  lord 
Mulgrave  rofe  to  reprobate  what  he 
termed,  this  fhabby  fpecies  of  de¬ 
fence.  There  were,  he  faid,  many 
parts  of  Mr.  Haftings’s,  conduct  of 
which  he  highly  approved,  and 
which  he  always  had  and  ever  fhould 
applaud  ;  but  it  was  not  enough  to 
fay,  in  anfwer  to  charges,  the  moll 
ferious  and  important  in  every  point 
of  view,  that  lince  Mr.  Haltings’s 
return  the  directors  had  commended 
his  conduct ;  that  they  had  enter¬ 
tained  him  at  a  dinner,  and  that 
fome  members  of  the  Indian  govern¬ 
ment  had  dined  in  the  fame  room. 
Lord  Mulgrave  then  obferved,  that 
he  could  with  greater  confidence 
fpeak  his  fentiments  on  the  fubject 
of  the  prefent  charge  than  on  any 
which  had  preceded  it.  On  the 
charge  of  contracts,  as  on  fome 
others,  it  was  difficult  to  draw 
the  line  between  what  might  be 
deemed  tolerated  patronage,  and  a 
corrupt  exercife  of  power  :  but  in  the 
charge  under  confideration  there 
was  no  difficulty  ;  the  facts  which 
it  contained  were  not  involved  in 
doubt,  nor  perplexed  with  being 
fubject  to  a  variety  of  interpreta¬ 
tions.  He  then  proceeded  to  Ihew 

that 
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that  Mr.  Haftings  was  fully  and  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  the  meaning 
and  extent  of  the  a for  preventing 
the  receipt  of  prefents,  which  lie 
had  fo  daringly  violated. 

Mr.  W.  Grenville  declared  his 
concurrence  with  the  honourable 
member  who  opened  the  charge  in 
almoft  every  point  that  he  had  urg¬ 
ed.  He  added,  if  in  this  illegal 
proceeding  Mr.  Haftings  had  exer- 
cifed  peculation  and  extortion  to 
fupply  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
fervice,  this,  though  not  ajuftifica- 
tion  of  his  conduct,  would  be  at 
lead  a  diminution  of  his  offence. 
But  no  fuch  palliation  as  this  ap¬ 
peared  in  any  of  the  tranfa&ions ; 
and  though  it  was  not  abfolutely 
proved  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  not 
employed  this  moneyTor  the  public 
fervice,  yet  there  was  vexy  ftrong 
ground  for  fuch  fufpicion,  from  his 
avoiding  to  give  any  explanation  of 
many  parts  of  his  conduCl,  though 
crdered  fo  to  do  by  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors.  Upon  a  divifion,  there  ap¬ 
peared,  for  the  queftion  165,  againft 
it  54. 

The  .houfe  being  refumed,  the 
report  from  the  committee  was 
brought  up  by  ’'their  chairman,  Mr. 
St.  John  ;  and  up&n  the  queftion 

That  it  be  now  read  a  firft  time,” 
the  chancellor  of  the -exchequer  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  a  bufmefs  of  fuch  con- 
lequence  as  that  in  which  they  weie 
engaged,  he  felt  every  fucceftive 
ftage  become  more  and  more  im¬ 
portant,  and  could  not  therefore  re- 
prefs  his  anxiety  to  preferve  that 
degree  of  formality  and  regularity 
in  the  proceeding  which  fhould 
leave  liim  and  other  members  at 
full  liberty  to  deliver  their  votes, 
without  hefitation,  fingly  and  exclu- 
fively  on  the  merits  of  the  grand 
decifive  queftion  of  impeachment, 
Vol.  XXIX. 
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and  free  from  any  objeClions  that 
might  be  made  to  the  form  in  which 
that  queftion  fhould  come  forward. 
He  therefore  wifhed  to  know  how 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  in¬ 
tended  to  proceed.  For  his  part, 
having  in  fome  of  the  articles  gone 
only  a  certain  length  in  his  aflent, 
and  by  no  means  admitted  a  de¬ 
gree  of  guilt  equal  to  that  im¬ 
puted  in  the  charges,  he  could  not 
think  himfelf  juftified  in  joining  in 
a  general  vote  of  impeachment, 
which  might  feem  to  countenance 
the  whole  of  each  feveral  charge, 
thofe  parts  which  he  thought  really 
criminal,  as  well  as  thofe  which  were 
of  an  exculpatory  nature.  The  me¬ 
thod,  which  it  was  moft  advifa- 
ble,  in  his  opinion,  to  purfue,  was 
to  refer  the  charges  to  a  committee, 
in  order  to  feleft  out  of  them  the 
criminal  matter,  and  frame  it  into 
articles  of  impeachment ;  and  then, 
on  thofe  articles,  when  reported  to 
the  houfe,  to  move  the  queftion  of 
impeachment.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
the  mode  adopted  was,  to  move  the 
impeachment  immediately,  he  fhould 
find  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of 
moving,  on  the  repp^fe  from  the 
committee  which' brad  already  fat  on 
the  charges,  feveral  amendments, 
confining  the  effects  of  each  charge 
to  that  degree  of  real  guilt,  which 
he  thought  appeared  in  it. 

Mr.  Fox  declared  his  opinion  to 
be,  that  the  report  fhould  be  firft 
taken  into  confideration,  and  if  a- 
greed  to  by  the  houfe,  that  the  quef¬ 
tion  cf  impeachment  fhould  imme¬ 
diately  follow.  This,  he  faid,  was 
moft  agreeable  to  the  ancient  con- 
ftitutional  mode,  and  beft  adapted 
to  carry  the  views  of  every  part  of 
the  houfe  into  execution.  Thofe 
gentlemen  who  meant  to  urge  the 
argument  of  a  fet  off  would  htT 
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propofed  by  him  wa3  the  moft  dig: 


a  full  opportunity  of  putting  their 
favourite  mode  of  defence  to  the 
tdl  upon  the  general  queftidn  ;  and 
thofe  who  had  objections  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  report,  might  propofe 
their  amendments  when  the  fpeciflc 
articles  came  finally  to  be  agreed 
to  :  whereas,  if  the  houfe  appointed  a 
committee  to  draw  the  articles  of  im¬ 
peachment  before  they  had  refolved 
to  impeach,  it  would  lay  that  com- 
jnittee  under  great  difficulties,  and 
abridge  their  difcretion,  by  oblig¬ 
ing  them  to  look  at  the  various  fen- 

O  « 

tirnents  and  eriticifms  of  different 
parties  in  the  formation  of  the  arti¬ 
cles  ;  and  perhaps  their  talk  might 
at  laft  prove  fruitlefs.  For  the  profe- 
cution  itfelf  might  be  loft  in  the  dif¬ 
ferences  that  might  arife  upon  the 
particular  form  and  ffiape  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles,  or  from  what  was  ftill  more 
to  be  dreaded  and  guarded  againft 
in  a  proceeding  of  that  kind,  the 
influence  of  improper  interference, 
to  which  that  mode  was  particularly 
obnoxious.- — He  faid,  he  did  not  fee 
why  the  amendments  which  had 

J 

been  hinted  at,  need  at  all  prevent 
their  flrft  coming  to  a  general  quef- 
tion.  Excepting  only  in  one  charge, 
that'  of  contracts,  had  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  made  any 
diftinftion  fo  ftrong  as  to  preclude 
him  from  voting  generally  with  the 
refolution  moved  upon  each  of  the 
charges.  If  therefore  he  had  not 
objected,  notwithftanding  the  vari¬ 
ous  diftindlions  which  he  had  taken 
upon  feveral matters  in  thofe  charges, 
to  vote  that  they  contained  grounds 
of  impeachment,  why  could  he 
not  coiifent  to  impeach,  and  in 
firAming;  the  fpeciflc  articles,  take 
the  feme  of  the  committee  upon 
each  of  his  wiihed-for  amendments  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  a  nl  we  red,  that  he  ftill 
continued  of  opinion;,  that  the  mode 


ble.  The  peculiarity  of  the  prefent 
cafe  arofe  from  this  one  eircum* 
ftance,  that  the  .friends  of  the  perfon 
aceufed  wiffied,  upon  the  general 
queftion  of  impeachment,  to  fet  off 
his  ferviees  againft  his  crimes.  But 
how  was  it  poffible  to  form  a  com- 
parifon  between  the  offences  and 
merits  of  Mr.  Haftings,  except  by 
flrft  ascertaining  the  extent  of  each  ? 
The  extent  of  his  tranfgreffions  then 
could  only  be  fet  forth  in  the  final 
articles  of  impeachment  ;  for  it  was 
the  opinion  of  many  members,  that 
the  whole  of  the  matter  contained 
in  the  prefent  articles  of  charge, 
even  on  thofe  which  the  committee 
had  voted,  was  not  criminal  nor 
fufficiently  fubftantiated,  and  that  a 
great  part  of  them  confifted  of  fadts 
incapable  of  proof,  or  which,  if 
proved,  could  not  be  imputed  to 
Mr.  Haftings  as  delinquencies. 
What  then  was  the  houfe  to  do 
in  order  to  bring  the  queftion  of 
comparifon  between  his  crimes  and 
his  deferts  fairly  before  them,  ex¬ 
cept  to  feparate  and  analyfe  the 
charges,  fo  as  to  diftinguifh  the 
real  guilt  from  that  which  was  un¬ 
founded,  and  then,  having  a  clear 
view  of  a  certain  degree  of  afcertain- 
ed  guilt  j  determine  how  far  that 
guilt  would  weigh  againft  whatever 
degree  of  merit  might  be  alledged 
and  proved  in  his  favoiir  ? 

Thus,  as  far  as  refpected  the  pecu¬ 
liarity  of  the  cafe,  from  the  intention 
of  arguing  by  wry  of  fet-off  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Mr.  Haftings,  there  was  the 
ftrongeft  reafons  for  adopting  the 
method  he  propofed.  But  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  dreaded  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  precedent  which 
might  be  attended  with  bad  confe- 
quences  in  future.  But  how  could 
any  danger  arife  from  the  prefent 

inftance  l 
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rndance  ?  In  proceedings  of  this  na¬ 
ture  the  houfe  ought  to  govern  itfelf 
by  the  circumdances  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  cafe  ;  and  fome  exided,  which 
certainly  might  require  the  mod:  de- 
cifive  difpatch,  and  in  which  it  would 
prove  dangerous  to  delay  the  great 
and  binding  refolution  for  the  im¬ 
peachment  a  fingle  moment.  If, 
for  example,  a  minifter  had  been 
guilty  of  any  aft  direftly  repugnant 
to  the  conftitution,  to  the  rights  of 
parliament,  or  to  the  interefts  of 
the  date,  in  fuch  a  cafe  it  would  be 
highly  expedient  to  come  to  an 
immediate  vote  of  impeachment,  be¬ 
fore  they  allowed  time  for  drawing 
up  the  articles  ;  even  though  by  fo 
dbing  they  Ihould  facrifice  the  pro¬ 
per  and  regular  forms  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  and  perhaps  lofe  fomething  by 
that  facrafice.  It  would  generally 
happen  that  in  every  fuch  inllance, 
where  the  party  accufed  was  poffef- 
fed  of  a  power  and  influence  fo 
great  as  to  render  any  delay  in  pro¬ 
ceeding  dangerous,  that  the  offences 
of  which  he  was  guilty  muff  be  in 
themfdkes  of  fo  great,  fo  public,  and 
of  fo  very  palpable  a  nature,  that 
no  doubt  could  poffibly  arife  as  to  his 
criminality  ;  and  there  could  there¬ 
fore  be  no  injudice  in  that  fummary 
and  decifive  mode  of  proceeding. 
But  the  fame  courfe  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  followed  in  cafes  fo 
widely  different  as  the  prefent, 
when  the  accufation  confided  of  fo 
very  diffufe  and  complex  a  mafs, 
of  many  charges,  which  had  not 
been  fubdantiated,  and  of  many 
fafts,  which  could  not  in  any  degree 
be  confidered  as  criminal,  though 
he  was  ready  to  declare  that  it  al- 
fo  contained  much  of  proved  and 
mod  heavy  delinquency.  In  fuch 
a.cafe,  there  could  be  no  danger 
in  following  the  fair  and  obvious 
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method  of  fird  felefting  and  afeer' 
taining  the  guilt,  and  then  pro* 
ceeding  to  the  impeachment. 

Mr.  Burke  rofe  to  exprefs  his 
willingnefs  to  accede  to  this  propo- 
fition  :  for  although,  he  faid,  if  he 
gave  any  preference,  it  mud  be  to 
the  conditutional  mode  recommend¬ 
ed  by  his  right  honourable  friend, 
yet  he  conceived  that  the  difference 
between  the  two,  each  being  Tup- 
ported  by  precedents,  was  not  of  fo 
effential  a  nature,  as  to  make  it 
neceffary,  by  an  obdinate  adherence 
to  either,  to  break  in  upon  that 
unanimity,  which  had,  fo  much  to 
their  credit,  and  to  the  credit  of  the 
-caufe  they  were  enuaued  in,  hitherto 
diltinguifh'ed  their  proceedings. 

The  day  following,  before  the  re¬ 
factions  of  the  committee  were 
read  a  fecond  time,  major  Scott 
rofe  and  faid,  that  much  difeuffion 
having  taken  ]|!ace  relative  to  fitting 
ojf  the  merits  of  Mr.  Hadings  a- 
gaind  his  ikppofed  delinquencies, 
he  begged  leave  to  inform  the 
houfe,  that  neither  Mr.  Hadings  nor 
his  friends  had  the  mod  didant  idea 
of  having  recourfe  to  fuch  a  mode 
of  defence.  The  fentimeuts  of  Mr. 
Hadings  upon  that  fubjeft  he  was 
authorized  to  fubmit  to  the  houfe  ; 
and  begged  permidion  to  read,  as 
part  of  his  fpeech,  the  following 
paper,  which  had  been  put  into  his 
hands  for  that  purpofe. 

“  Though  it  might  be  deemed 
<c  prefumption  in  me  to  declare 
“  any  wiih  or  expectation  concern- 
“  ing  the  mode  in  which  the  houfe 
“  of  commons  may,  in  its  wifdom 
“  orjudice,  determine  to  proceed 
t<  in  the  profeention  of  the  inquiry 
“  into  my  conduft,  now  depending 
“  before  them  ;  yet  as  it  has  been 
“  reported,  that  many  gentlemen, 

“  members  of  that  honourable  af- 
[L]  2  “  femb  1 
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<£  fembly,  who  have  not  chofen  to 
(•<  give  their  conftant  attendance  on 
<£  the  committee  hoiden  on  this 
££  bufinefs,  have  expreffed  their  de- 
“  termination  of  oppofing  the  ge- 
££  neral  queftion  of  impeachment, 
“  when  it  fhail  be  brought  before 
££  the  colle&ive  body  of  this  houfe  ; 
££  I  hope  I  may,  without  irregula- 
<£  rity,  or  the  imputation  of  difre- 
£<  fpetft,  intimate  my  fenfe  of  fuch 
<£  a  determination,  both  as  it  may 
££  refpcff  that  queftion,  and  the 
is  claim  which  I  conceive  I  poffefs 
££  to  attendance  on  the  queftion 
<£  upon  the  report,  which  in  the 
££  due  order  of  bufinefs  will  pre- 
<£  yede  it. 

<c  I  prefume,  that  in  the  prefent 
££  examination  of  my  public  con- 
<£  du£l,  there  are  two  leading,  and, 
££  as  it  appear^  to  me,  exclufive 
££  objeds,  of  equal  and  reciprocal 
££  obligation  ;  namely,  that  juftice 
££  may  be  done  to  the  nation,  in  the 
u  redrefs  or  punifhment  of  wrongs, 
££  which  it  may  be  eventually 
*£  proved  that  it  has  fuftained  by 
<£  my  afts  ;  and  that  juftice  may 
££  be  done  to  an  individual,  who 
£s  may  be  eventually  proved  to 
((  have  been  wrojiged  by  unfound- 
u  ed  accufations,  and  who  even 
“  thinks  that  He  has  a  claim  to 
££  the  applaufe  of  his  country,  for 
<£  thofe  very  afts  which  have  been 
((  drawn  into  crimination  againft 
££  him. 

£<  If  it  (hall  be  refolved  by  the 

honourable  houfe  of  commons  to 
*£  agree  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
<£  mittee,  that  is  to  fay,  if  it  ftiall 

be  refolved  that  there  is  ground 
ii  for  impeaching  me  for  high 
££  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  on 
££  the  charges  on  which  the  com- 
££  mittee  have  already  patTed  that 
“  dccifton,  I  prefume  that  the  refo- 


££  lution  for  the  impeachment  ought 
££  to  follow  of  courfe,  as  the  only 
££  means  which  can  fatisfy  the 
££  juftice  of  the  nation  in  the  fup- 
£<  pofition  of  my  guilt,  or  clear  my 
££  charaft er  in  the  fuppofition  of  my 
££  innocence.  With  regard  to  the 
££  firft  of  thefe  conclufions  I  have 
££  no  claim  :  but  for  the  laft,  I 
££  may  in  common  with  the  meaneft 
£t  of  the  fubjedts  of  this  realm,  affert 
££  my  right  to  the  benefit  and  pro- 
<£  tedfion  of  its  laws ;  and  I  truft, 
££  that  the  honourable  houfe  of 
<£  commons,  which  has  ever  been 
<£  confidered  as  the  guardian  and 
<£  protestor  of  the  laws,  will  not 
<£  fuffer  my  name  to  be  branded 
“  with  th^  foul^ft  and  blacked:  im- 
ie  putations  upon  their  records, 
££  without  allowing  me  at  the  fame 
££  time  the  only  legal  means  of 
££  of  effacing  them,  by  transferring 
££  them  for  trial  to  the  houfe  of 
<£  peers  in  the  form  of  an  impeach- 
££  ment. 

££  To  this  opinion  I  humbly  beg 
££  leave  to  add  my  requeft,  and  it 
££  is  the  only  requeft  or  application 
££  which  I  have  hitherto  permitted 
££  myfelf  tp  make  to  any  of  the 
t£  individual  members  of  the  houfe 
££  on  the  procefs  of  this  bufinefs, 
££  that  if  it  fhail  be  refolved  on  the 
££  report,  that  there  is  ground  to 
££  charge  me  with  high  crimes  and 
££  mifdemeanors,  they  will  afford 
££  me  the  benefit  of  their  votes, 
££  though  united  with  thofe  of  my 
££  profecutors,  that  I  may  be 
“  brought  to  legal  trial  for  the 
££  fame. 

££  Warren  Hastings. m 

The  refolutions  were  afterwards 
read  and  agreed  to  ;  and  Mr.  Burke 
moved,  that  they  fhould  be  referred 
to  a  committee  to  prepare  articles 
of  impeachment  upon  the  fame,  and 

that 
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that  the  committee  confift  of  the 
following  perfons  : 

Edmund  Burke,  Efq; 

Right  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox 
Richard  Brinfley  Sheridan,  Efq. 
Sir  James  Erlkine 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Pelham 
Right  Hon.  William  Wyndham 
Hon.  St.  Andrew  St.  John 
John  Anftruther,  Efq. 

William  Adam,  Efq. 

M.  A.  Taylor,  Efq. 

Welbore  Ellis,  Efq. 

Right  Hon.  Frederick  Montagu 
Sir  Grey  Cooper 
Philip  Francis,  Efq. 

Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 
Dudley  Long,  Efq. 

Lord  Maitland 
Hon.  G.  A.  North 
General  Burgoyne 
Mr.  Grey. 

A  divilion  took  place  upon  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Francis,  againft 
whom  it  was  objedfed,  that  in  In¬ 
dia  he  had  been  perfonally  at  va¬ 
riance  with  Mr.  Haftings  ;  and  he 
was  reje&ed  by  a  majority  of  96 
to  44.  It  was  afterwards  moved 
in  the  ufual  forms,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  might  be  inverted  with  the 
cuftomary  powers  of  calling  for 
papers  and  witneffes,  fitting  where 
they  pleafed,  &c.  &c.  ;  and  it  was 
agreed,  that  it  murt  neceffarily  be  a 
fecret  committee. 

On  the  19th  day  of  April,  Mr. 
Francis  opened  the  charge  relative 
to  the  revenues  of  Bengal. — He 
took  this  occaiion  of  vindicating  his 
character  againft  certain  malicious 
infinuations  which  had  been  in- 
duftrioufly  circulated  both  within 
and  without  the  houfe,  and  to  the 
effe&s  of  which  he  attributed  the 
rejeftion  of  his  name  in  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  committee  the  day  be¬ 
fore.  It  had  been  infmuated,  he 


faid,  that  through  the  whole  of  his 
conduct  in  the  profecution  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  he  had  been  actuated  by 
private  perfonal  motives  of  hoftility 
and  hatred.  In  juftification  of  him- 
felf,  therefore,  he  Ihould  beg  leave 
to  ftate  to  the  committee  the  origin 
and  grounds  of  that  hoftility. — After 
ftating  the  circumftances  which  re¬ 
commended  him  to  the  appointment 
of  one  of  the  council  with  general 
Clavering  and  Mr.  Monfon,  in  the 
year  1773,  he  Solemnly  protefted 
that  they  did  not  go  out,  as  was  ge¬ 
nerally  imagined,  with  fentiments 
hoftile  to  Mr.  Haftings  ;  but  on  the 
contrary  that  they  all  entertained 
the  higheft  opinion  of  that  gentle¬ 
man^  public  character,  infomuch 
that  general  Clavering,  previous  to 
their  failing,  obtained  a  private 
audience  of  his  majefty  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  humbly  foliciting  him  to 
fend  out  fome  mark  of  honour  to 
Mr.  Haftings,  in  order  to  induce 
him  to  continue  in  the  government. 
With  this  high  opinion  of  Mr. 
Haftings  they  landed  at  Calcut¬ 
ta  ;  but  foon  found  their  error  : 
it  was  upon  public  grounds,  as  all 
who  were  acquainted  with  the 
tranfadlions  of  India  well  knew, 
that  their  oppofition  to  Mr.  Haftings 
commenced,  and  it  was  upon  thole 
grounds  that  his  had  continued  to 
the  prefent  moment.  Another  cir- 
cumftance  of  a  more  delicate  nature 
had  indeed  occurred,  which  it  was 
necelfary  to  explain  to  the  com¬ 
mittee.  He  had,  it  was  true,  fought 
a  duel  with  that  gentleman  at  Cal¬ 
cutta  ;  but  here  too  there  was  no 
private  caufe  of  quarrel,  their  dif¬ 
ference  had  been  a  public  difference. 
Mr.  Haftings  had  entered  a  minute 
upon  the  records  of  the  council  fo 
injurious  to  his  character  in  his  pub¬ 
lic  capacity,  that  it  left  him  no 
[L  5  other 
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other  alternative  than  that  which  he 
embraced  ;  they  met,  and  he  was 
fhct  through  the  body  ;  he  did  not 
imagine  that  he  fhould  iurvive  ;  he 
gave  Mr.  Haftings  his  hand,  and 
declared  he  forgave  him— But  what 
was  it  he  forgave  him  ?  Why,  the 
infult  he  had  offered  him,  and  the 
being  the  caufe,  as  he  then  imagin¬ 
ed,  of  his  death.  He  did  not  re¬ 
nounce  the  opinions  he  held  of  his 
public  conduct  ;  he  did  not  promife 
to  abandon  thofe  opinions  in  cafe  he 
furvived  j  he  did  not  engage  to 
deftft  from  profecviting  an  enquiry 
into  his  conduft,  if  he  lived  to  come 
to  England,  which  he  had  always 
declared  to  Mr,  Raftings  himfelf  he 
would  endeavour  to  caufe  to  be  in- 
ftituted. 

Mr.  Francis  was  anfwered  by 
Major  Scott.  After  which  Mr.  Pitt 
rofe,  and  faid,  that  the  obfervations 
he  had  to  make  upon  the  prefent 
charge  lav  within  fo  limited  a  com- 
pafs,  as  not  to  require  him  to  take 
up  much  of  the  time  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  ;  and  in  fact,  he  fhould  only 
call  their  attention  to  one  particular 
point,  upon  which  alone  he  thought 
they  could  with  any  degree  of  pro¬ 
priety  concur  with  the  honourable 
gentleman  in  the  motion  which  he 
had  made  ;  nor  did  he  think,  that 
even  on  that  point  the  houfe  would 
aft  confidently  in  voting  the  prefent 
charge,  becaufe  it  was  included  in 
another  charge,  to  which  the  houfe 
had  already  aifented. — ' This  circum- 
ftance  was  the  faft  of  Mr.  Haftings 
having  received  prefents  from  Kelle- 
ram  and  Cullian  .Sing,  on  the  fet- 
tlemeut  made  with  the  Zemindars, 
farmers  and  colleftors,  in  1781. 
The  houfe  therefore  having  voted 
a  fpiclfic  article  on  that  head,  he 
fhould  by  no  means  vote  another 
merely  on  the  lame  ground  ;  and  he 


was  perfectly  fatisfied  that  there  was 
no  other  foundation  for  a  criminal 
charge  againft  Mr.  Haftings  in  the 
article  which  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  had  opened,  except  that  which 
he  had  now  ftated — -the  accepting  of 
prefents.  Still,  if  it  could  be  made 
appear  that  the  charge,  as  it  flood, 
would  tend  to  throw  any  frefh  or 
neceffary  light  upon  the  receipt  of 
the  prefents — would  eftablifh  it  more 
ftrongly  in  point  of  faft,  or  eluci¬ 
date  and  prove  the  guilt  of  the 
tranfaftion  more  forcibly — he  fhould 
then  be  ready  and  willing  to  give 
the  motion  his  hearty  fupport.  As 
to  the  other  matters  contained  in 
the  charge,  and  ftated  by  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  he  either  look¬ 
ed,  upon  them  as  not  criminal,  or, 
if  criminal,  as  not  iufficiently  prov¬ 
ed,  or  capable  of  being  fubftantiated 

at  the  bar  cf  the  other  houfe. 

* 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  Mr. 
Harwell,  the  member  for  St.  Ives, 
who  had  been  an  afiociate  with  Mr. 
Haftings  in  the  government  of  Ben¬ 
gal,  obfervea,  that  a  right  honoura¬ 
ble  gentleman  having  frequently 
introduced  his  name  with  fome  in- 
fin-uation  of  blame,  he  could  not 
avoid  exprefling  an  earneft  defire, 
that  if  there  was  any  charge  of  de¬ 
linquency  againft  him,  it  might  be 
brought  forward,  and  he  was  ready 
to  meet  it  in  that  houfe,  or  elfe- 
where.  Mr.  Burke,  who  was  the 
perfon  alluded  to,  replied,  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  bring  forward  a 
charge  againft  the  honourable  mem¬ 
ber,  as  his  hands  were  fufficiently 
full  already  ;  but  if  he  was  really 
anxious  to  be  accufed,  he  would, 
when  at  leifure,  apply  himfelf  to 
the  fubjeft  ;  for  if  he  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  fpeak  the  truth,  he  muft 
fay,  that  he  did  not  think  the  whole 
of  the  gentleman’s  conduft  unex¬ 
ceptionable 
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~cpti  enable  whilft  he  was  in  India. 
— At  length  the  queftion  was  put, 
,  and  the  committee  divided ;  ayes 
71,  noes  55. 

On  the  25th  of  April  Mr.  Burke 
brought  up  from  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee  the  ai tides  of  impeachment, 
which  being  read  a  fir  If  time,  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  to  be 
taken  into  connderation  on  the  9th 
of  May.  Upon  that  day,  on  a  mo¬ 
tion  that  they  fhould  be  read  a  fe- 
cond  time,  lord  Hood  rofe  to  give 
his  determined  negative,  and  went 
over  the  arguments  he  had  urged 
upon  a  former  occafion.  die  was 
followed  by  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes 
and  Mr.  Smith,  who  wepe  of  opini¬ 
on  that  many  fads,  upon  which 
the  charges  were  founded,  were  un- 
fupported  by  evidence,  others  juf- 
tifiable  by  {late  necefiity,  others 
again  adually  juftified  by  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  his  mailers  and  of  the 
public,  others  defenfible  from  the 
difference  of  manners  and  govern¬ 
ment  in  that  country,  and  others 
highly  meritorious.  The  former 
infilled  ftrongly  on  the  filence  of 
the  natives  of  India  upon  the  fub- 
jed  of  the  dreadful  opprefiions  faid 
to  have  been  pradifed  amongil 
them  ;  and  attributed  the  greateft 
part  of  what  appeared  criminal  in 
the  condud  of  Mr.  Haftings,  to  the 
craving  and  avaricious  policy  of 
this  country,  whofe  demands  had  in 
fome  inftaaces  driven  Mr.  Mailings, 
to  the  ufe  of  means  not  ftridlyjuf- 
tinable.  The  amount  of  the  charges 
he  faid,  fuppofing  the  fads  true,  was 
this,  that  Mr.  Mailings,  by  oppref- 
fion,  by  injuilice  and  corruption, 
has  obtained  for  the  company  nine 
millions  and  a  half  ilerling.  He 
thought  that  the  ads  complained 
of  were  wife,  politic,  and  jult.  But 
were  he  of  a  contrary  opinion,  he 
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could  not,  as  an  honeil  man,  lay  his 
hand  upon  his  heart,  and  vote  for 
the  impeachment  of  Mr.  Haftings, 
while  he  bafely  and  infamouily  be¬ 
nefited  by  his  mifdeeds.  And  how 
gentlemen,  who  condemn  thefe  ads, 
fuffer  a  day  to  pafs  without  moving 
retribution  to  the  fufferers,  was  to 
him  incomprehenfible. 

The  lord  advocate  for  Scotland 
(Mr.  llay  Campbel)  faid,  that  con- 
fidering  the  houfe  as  fitting  in  the 
capacity  of  a  grand  jury,  and  con- 
fequently  that  they  ought  to  be 
thorouglily  perfuaded  of  the  truth 
of  the  indidment,  fo  far  as  the 
evidence  went,  and  not  to  reft  fatis- 
fied  merely  with  remote  probabili¬ 
ties,  .he  could  not  confcientioufiy 
give  his  vote  for  the  impeachment. 
Me  then  took  a  view  of  the  different 
articles  of  charge,  and  pointed  out 
the  parts  in  which  he  conceived  the 
evidence  to  be  effentially  defedive. 
He  confidered  the  neceftlties  of  the 
company,  and  the  dangerous  crifis 
of  their  affairs,  as  grounds  of  juf* 
tification  for  the  ftrong  meafures 
purfued  by  Mr.  Mailings,  in  order 
to  extricate  them.  The  company 
having  adually  reaped  the  benefit 
of  them,  arid  fo  far  approved  of 
them,  as  never  to  have  fignified  any 
intention  of  reftitution,  he  could 
not  conceive  with  what  propriety 
Mr.  Haftings  could  be  impeached 
for  them.  Me  further  obferved, 
that  Mr.  Haftings  had  been  moft 
unjuftly  blamed  for  various  ads  of 
adminiftration,  in  which  he  had 
only  concurred  with  others — that 
the  order  of  dates,  as  well  as  the 
ftate  of  the  council  at  different  pe> 
riods,  ought  to  have  been  more 
diftindly  attended  to  in  the  charges. 
Mr.  Haftings  had  enjoyed  the  call¬ 
ing  voice  in  the  council  only  for  a 
very  fiiort  time,  and  even  then  MrP 
[£]  4  Bar  well 
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Barwcll  was  equally  refponfible  with 
him.  Afterwards,  Mr.  Wheeler,  Sir 
John  Macpherfon,  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
and  Mr.  Stables,  came  gradually 
into  the  council.  At  one  period  a 
coalition  took  place  between  Mr. 
Mailings  and  Mr.  Francis.  How 
do  the  profecutors  account  for  this  ? 

■ — and  is  Mr.  Mailings  alone  to  be 
made  accbuntable  during  that  pe¬ 
riod  ? 

He  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
in  fuggellirig  what  had  occurred  to 
him  in  favour  of  Mr.  Mailings,  he 
had  avoided  faying  any  thing  upon 
the  topic  of  his  extraordinary  fer- 
vices  in  general,  being  doubtful 
whether,  upon  the  fuppofition  of 
guilt  in  any  fpecific  article,  a  fit- 
off,  as  it  is  called,  or  balancing  of 
accounts  between  merits  and  de¬ 
merits,  would  relevantly  be  admit¬ 
ted — at  the  fame  time  it  was  a  mode 
of  defence  not  altogether  new.  The 
proceedings  in  lord  Clive’s  cafe 
left  no  room  to  doubt  that  he  owed 
his  fafetv  to  it';  and  there  was  Hill 
a  more  illuftrious  example  of  it  in 
hillory,  the  cafe  of  Epaminondas, 
the  Theban  general,  who,  when 
tried  for  his  life  before  the  tribunal 
of  his  country,  for  having  kept  the 
command  four  months  after  he  fhould 
have  laid  it  down,  acknowledged 
the  crime,  but  enumerated  the  glo¬ 
rious  actions  which  he  had  perform¬ 
ed  ;  and  faid  he  would  die  with 
pleafure,  if  the  foie  merit  of  thefe 
were  aferibed  to  him- — This  fpeech 
procured  his  acquittal — and  who¬ 
ever  reads  the  hillory  of  India, 
during  the  late  war  will  be  apt  to 
think  that  Mr.  Mailings  may  die 
when  he  pleafes,  with  limilar  words 
in  his  mouth. 

Mr.  Alderman  Townlhend  julli- 
lied  Mr.  Mailings  on  the  ground  of 
ftate  neceflity ;  and  faid,  that  he 


deferved  the  highell  applaufe,  for 
not  having  Hood  upon  fo  paltry  a 
puli&llio  as  conlidering  whether  a. 
meafure  was  rigidly  corre6l  and  le¬ 
gal,  when  the  immediate  neceflity 
of  the  company’s  affairs,  and  the 
falvation  of  India  were  concerned. 
The  making  rellitution  to  the  per- 
fons  who  had  been  injured  would  be 
more  like  an  a£t  of  jullice,  than 
hunting  down  an  individual,  againlt 
whom  no  complaints  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  Martin  declared  himfelf  a 
friend  to  the  impeachment,  fince 
the  fadls  in  the  feveral  charges  had 
been  fo  fully  ellabiilhed.  He  faid, 
if  any  gentleman  would  move,  that 
retribution  Ihould  be  made,  he 
would  fecond  the  motion. 

Lord  Mulgrave  faid,  that  as  he 
had  always  voted  againll  the  ques¬ 
tion,  except  on  the  charge  relative 
to  prefents,  he  mull,  for  the  fake  of 
conlillency,  vote  againll  the  im¬ 
peachment. 

Mr.  Burgefs  produced  an  addrefs 
from  the  officers  of  the  army  in  In¬ 
dia,  an  army  of  70,000  men,  all  of 
whom  bore  teflimony  to  fhe  im¬ 
portant  fervices  of  his  adminillra- 
tion. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
then  rofe,  and  obferved,  that  he  wais 
not  a  little  furprized  to  find,  that 
after  every  charge  had  been  fully 
invelligated  in  the  committee,  gen¬ 
tlemen  Ihould  now  obje£l  to  the 
natural  confequence  of  the  whole, 
without  bringing  out  any  new  mat¬ 
ter  whatever.  He  reprobated  the 
idea  of  a  fit-off  in  very  llrong  terms. 
He  acknowledged,  that  many  mea- 
fures,  during  the  adminillration  of 
Mr.  Hallings,  were  uncommonly 
brilliant ;  and  that  in  thefe  his 
merits  were  unquellionable.  But 
he  trulled  no  man,  who  ferioufly 

regarded 
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regarded  the  honour  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  would  expeft  that  the 
juflice  of  the  country  could  admit 
of  any  compromife  whatever.  He 
was  forry  his  honourable  friend,  the 
lord  advocate  of  Scotland,  fhould 
conceive  the  honour  of  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Britiffi  nation  not 
interefted  in  refeuing  the  Britilh 
charadher  from  that  degree  of  in¬ 
famy  and  degradation  to  which  it 
had  been  reduced. — The  accufa- 
tions  which  had  been  preferred 
againft  Mr.  Haftings  were  now  not 
only  the  caufe  of  the  houfe,  but,  in 
his  opinion,  involved  the  honour  of 
every  member  individually.  Nor 
had  he  lefs  hefitation,  from  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fubjeCt,  to  fay,  it 
affeCted  the  government  of  the  whole 
empire.  It  was  a  queftion  which 
fhook  the  bafis  of  the  conftitution, 
for  it  was  literally  a  queftion  of  re- 
fponfibility.  And  here  he  defired 
to  be  underftood  as  by  no  means 
agreeing  wdth  his  honourable  friend, 
in  comparing  the  houfe  of  commons 
to  a  grand  jury.  There  were  cer¬ 
tainly  points  in  which  that  com- 
parifon  could  not  be  juftified.  It 
would,  if  carried  up  in  its  full  ex¬ 
tent,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain  to  carry 
any  bill  of  impeachment  whatever. 
The  houfe  of  commons  could  exa¬ 
mine  no  evidence  on  oath.  All 
they  were  therefore  accountable  for 
was  the  conviction  of  their  own 
minds.  On  this  principle  he  was 
prepared  to  vote  for  the  general 
queftion.  From  the  weight  and 
importance  of  the  charges,  the  po¬ 
licy  and  intereft  of  the  country  re¬ 
quired  that  an  example  fhould  be 
made  of  the  delinquent.  The  ne- 
ceftity  of  this  he  urged,  particu¬ 
larly  from  the  difpofttion  he  per¬ 
ceived  in  the  abettors  of  Mr.  Haf- 
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tings,  to  juftify  him  on  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  expediency  and  necefiity. 
But  he  contended,  that  they  had 
even  failed  in  fubftantiating  that 
plea,  fince  no  neceflity  whatever, 
in  many  cafes  where  that  pre¬ 
text  was  fet  up,  had  been  proved. 
He  even  fhewed,  by  a  ftatement  of 
the  faCts  in  evidence,  that  where 
neceffity  had  been  rnoft  infilled  on, 
profufion  and  corruption  demon- 
ftrated  that  it  did  not  exift.  After 
prefling  this  on  the  houfe  with  much 
earneftnefs,  he  adverted  to  the  ar¬ 
ticles  in  general ;  and  faid,  he  did 
not  by  any  means  adept  them  with¬ 
out  exception  :  but  that  as  he 
agreed  with  the  leading  idea  of 
all,  except  the  charges  concerning 
Cheyt  Sing,  he  thought  there  could 
be  no  impropriety  in  carrying  up 
the  articles  as  they  flood  to  the 
houfe  of 'lords  ;  he  fhould,  there¬ 
fore,  from  a  ftneere  conviction 
that  he  was  doing  his  duty  to  the 
public,  vote  decidedly  for  the  quef¬ 
tion. 

The  houfe  then  divided  on  the 
queftion,  whether  the  report  fhould 
be  now  read  a  fecond  time,  which 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by 
175  to  89.  After  which  the  firft 
article  of  the  impeachment  was  read 
and  agreed  to  without  a  diviflon, 
and  the  reft  deferred  till  the  mor¬ 
row,  when  they  were  read,  amend¬ 
ed,  and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Burke 
thei»  rofe,  and  moved,  t(  That  War- 
“  ren  Haftings,  efq;  be  impeached 
“  of  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors 
“  upon  the  faid  articles.” 

Mr.  Sumner,  a  gentleman  who 
had  formerly  been  in  the  fervice  of 
the  India  company,  rofe  to  exprefs 
his  aftonifliment  that  a  perfon  of 
fuch  high  charaCler,  acknowledged 
ability,  and  received  integrity,  as 
Mr.  Haftings,  fhould  be  the  fub- 
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je£t  of  an  impeachment.  He  had 
been  bred  up  in  the  habit  of  re¬ 
garding  that  gentlemen  as  a  model 
of  perfection.  He  defcribed  Mr. 
Haftings  as  a  man  educated  with 
a  view  to  fill  a  place  in  private 
life  only,  but  who  had,  by  unfore- 
feen  accidents,  been  exalted  to  a 
rank  of  great  dignity  and  lingular 
power.  That,  however  his  conduft, 
in  that  dangerous  and  tempting  fi- 
tuation,  might  have  rendered  him 
the  objedl  of  a  profecution  carried 
on  in  that  houfe,  with  uncommon 
virulence  (he  had  almoft  faid,  with 
unexampled  malice)  he  was  re¬ 
garded  by  tlie  world  in  general  as 
&  politician  polfelfed  of  more"  than 
ordinary  wifdom,  and  as  a  ftatefman 
eminent  for  his  activity  and  exer¬ 
tion.  The  French,  he  faid,  to 
whom  Mr.  Haftings  had  certainly, 
in  his  public  conduCt,  evinced  no 
partiality,  idolized  him,  and  ex¬ 
tolled  his  aCtions  as  more  than 
human.  Indeed  there  was  no  place 
in  any  quarter  of  the  globe  that 
did  not  join  in  Ills  praife,  and  fpeak 
of  him  with  rapture,  excepting  only 
that  houfe,  where  he  had  been  de- 
bafed  by  joking  phrafes,  run  down 
by  ribaldry,  and  loaded  with  in- 
ve&ive,  fit  only  to  he  applied  to 
the  moll  atrocious  criminal  after 
conviCrion,  and  by  no  means  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  heard  in  a  Britiih  fenate, 
engaged  in  an  inquiry,  whether 
there  was  matter  of  charge  or  not, 
again!!  a  gentleman,  who  had  lately 
flood  in  a  fituation,  from  its  emi¬ 
nence  alone  entitled  to  refpcCt  and 
veneration. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and 
carried  without  further  debate ; 
after  which  Mr.  Frederick  Mon¬ 
tagu  rofe,  and  faid,  that  the  mo¬ 
tion  he  had  now  to  make  could 
not,  he  conceived,  meet  with  any 


refiftance  after  what  had  pafled,  as 
it  appeared  founded  equally  on 
principles  of  juftice  and  humanity. 
He  then  moved,  “  That  Mr.  Burke, 
“  in  the  name  of  the  houfe  of 
“  commons,  and  of  all  the  com- 
mons  of  Great  Britain,  do  go 
to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords, 
u  and  impeach  Warren  Haftings, 
**  efquire,  late  governor  general 
“  of  Bengal,  of  high  crimes  and 
u  misdemeanors,  and  do  acquaint 
u  the  lords,  that  the  commons  will, 
“  with  all  convenient  lpeed,  ex- 
“  hibit  articles  againft  him,  and 
“  make  good  the  fame.,, 

The  motion  being  agreed  to, 
the  majority  of  the  houfe  imme¬ 
diately  attended  Mr.  Burke  to  the 
bar  of  the  houfe  of  peers,  where 
Mr.  Burke  folemnly  impeached  Mr. 
Haftings  in  the  form  above  re¬ 
cited. 

On  the  eleventh,  Mr.  Burke  re¬ 
ported  to  the  houfe  that  he  had 
been  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of 
lords,  and  had  impeached  Warren 
Haftings,  in  obedience  to  their  com¬ 
mands.  He  then  propofed  that 
Mefirs.  W allis  and  Troward  fhould 
be  retained  to  acF  as  folicitors  for 
the  impeachment  on  the  part  of  the 
houfe. — On  the  twenty-firft,  Mr. 
Burke  obferved  to  the  houfe,  that 
it  would  be  neceftary,  before  the 
fe (lions  ended,  that  the  houfe  (hould 
take  fome  ftep  for  binding  Mr. 
Haftings  to  be  forth-coming  to 
anfwer  the  articles  of  impeachment 
which  had  been  preferred  againft 
him.  Fie  therefore  moved,  “  That 
“  Warren  Haftings,  efquire,  be 
u  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the 
ferjeant  at  arms  of  that  houfe.” 
This  motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Nichclls.  Fie  obferved,  that  upon 
recurring  to  the  journals  in  fearch 
of  precedents,  he  found  there  were 

three 
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three  feveral  modes  of  proceeding, 
winch  had  been  adopted  by  the 
houfe,  after  they  had  prefented  ar¬ 
ticles  of  impeachment.  The  firft 
was,  to  take  the  party  impeached 

into  the  cuftodv  of  their  own  fer- 
* 

jeant  at  arms  :  the  fecond  was,  to 
defire  the  lords  to  take  him  into 
cuilody  :  the  third  was,  to  delire 
the  lords  to  put  him  to  anfvver. 
He  thought  this  lail  ought  to  be 
the  mode  they  fhould  now  adopt, 
as  it  would  be  extremely  cruel  to 
brand  Mr.  Haftings  with  a  ftigma 
in  the  face  of  his  country,  by  fug- 
gefting  an  idea,  that  the  houfe  had 
Teafon  to  fufpedl  him  of  an  undue 
defign  of  attempting  to  elude  juf- 
tice. — Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Burke  re¬ 
plied,  that  upon  a  minute  exami¬ 
nation  of  precedents,  and  a  con¬ 
futation  with  perfons  in  another 
place,  it  had  been  found,  that  the 
moil  regular  and  orderly  mode  of 
proceeding  would  be  for  that  houfe 
to  take  Mr.  Flaftings  into  cuilody 
by  their  ferjeant,  and  to  deliver  him 
to  the  lords.  The  motion  was  im¬ 
mediately  agreed  to  ;  and  the  houfe 
being  foon  after  informed,  that  he 
was  in  the  cuilody  of  the  ferjeant, 
Mr.  Burke  was  directed  to  acquaint 
the  lords  with  the  fame  ;  and  that 
he  was  ready  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  gentleman  ufher  of  the  black  rod 
whenever  their  lordihips  thought 
proper. 

This  meifage  being  delivered  to 
the  houfe,  lord  Waliingham  rofe, 
and  obferved,  that  there  was  no 
branch  of  the  functions  of  the  houfe, 
in  the  exercife  of  which  they  ought 
to  be  more  cautious  and  circum- 
fpe£l,  than  in  what  related  to  their 
judicial  capacity.  They  ought  alfo 
to  be  fingularly  vigilant  in  fuch 
cafes  in  their  attention  to  the  other 
houfe.  Of  all  criminal  proceed- 
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ings  that  by  impeachment  was  the 
moil  folemn  ;  and  the  impeachment 
then  before  them  was,  confidering 
the  magnitude  of  the  charges,  and 
the  confequence  and  rank  of  the 
perfon  accufed,  perhaps  the  moil 
important  that  had  ever  been  enter¬ 
tained  in  that  houfe.  With  refpedl 
to  the  mode  of  proceeding,  he  had 
two  motions  to  offer  to  the  houfe  ; 
the  one  relative  to  commitment,  the 
other  relative  to  bail.  The  bail 
he  fnould  propofe  would  be  20,oool. 
Mr.  Haftings  in  io,oool.  and  two 
fureties  in  5000I.  each.  Pie  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving,  that  he  fhould 
be  forthwith  taken  into  the  cuilody 
of  the  black  rod.  The  motion  be- 
ing  agreed  to,  Sir  Francis 'Moly- 
neux,  gentleman  ufher  of  the  black 
rod,  having  received  the  orders  of 
the  houfe,  appeared,  a  few  minutes 
after,  at  the  bar  and  informed 
their  lordihips  that  Mr.  Haftings 
was  in  his  cuftody.  It  was  then 
ordered  that  he  fhould  be  brought 
to  the  bar  ;  which  being  done  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  Mr.  Haftings  being 
upon  his  knees,  the  lord  chancellor 
directed  him  to  rife,  and  ordered  the 
articles  of  impeachment  to  be  read 
over. 

After  the  clerk  had  r6ad  the  pre¬ 
amble  to  the  charges,  Mr.  Haftings 
iignifted  his  deftre  that  the  articles 
might  be  read  Jhort . — The  duke  of 
Richmond  faid,  he  could  net,  upon 
fuch  a  folemn  occauon,  confent  to 
this  propofal.  He  was  hitherto  ut¬ 
terly  unacquainted  with  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  charges  ;  there¬ 
fore  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  hear  them 
read  with  the  attention  they  deferv- 
ed.  The  lord  chancellor  agreed  in 
opinion,  and  the  articles  were  order¬ 
ed  to  be  read  at  length. 

At  half  after  feven  the  clerk  be¬ 
gan  reading,  and  continued  until 

ten, 
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ten,  at  which  time  the  fixth  charge 
was  finifhed  ;  when  Lord  Townfhend 
rofe,  and  moved,  that  the  two  re¬ 
maining  charges  might  bevread  fhort, 
in  order  to  eafe  the  houfe,  and  the 
prifoner,  from  the  excefiive  fatigue 
of  reading  them  at  length*  The 
duke  of  Richmond  oppofed  the  mo¬ 
tion.  A  converfation  took  place, 
at  the  clofe  of  which  it  was  agreed 
to  go  on,  and  Mr.  Haftings  was  al¬ 
lowed  a  chair.  At  eleven  the  arti¬ 
cles  were  finilhed,  and  the  lord 
chancellor  demanded  of  him  what 
he  had  to  fay  in  his  defence.  Mr. 
Haftings  anfwered,  “  My  lords,  I 
**  rely  upon  the  juftice  of  this  houfe, 
44  and  pray  that  I  may  be  granted  a 
“  copy  of  the  charge,  with  a  rea- 
44  fonable  time  to  make  my  defence. 
44  Likewife  that  I  may  be  allowed 
44  counfel ;  and  that  I  may  be  ad- 
*(  mitted  to  bail/’ 

Black  rod  having  then  withdrawn 
with  his  prifoner,  Lord  Walfing- 
ham  rofe.  and  moved,  that  Mr. 
Haftings  might  be  admitted  to  bail 
in  the  fum  before  mentioned.— The 
duke  of  Norfolk  faid,  after  hearing 
the  articles  read,  and  perceiving 
the  exceeding  enormity  of  them,  he 
could  by  no  means  agree  to  take 
fuch  llender  bail.  His  grace  appre¬ 
hended  the  leaft  fum  which  could 
be  demanded  in  the  prefent  cafe 
fhonld  be  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ;  he 
therefore  moved  an  amendment, 
that  Mr.  Haftings  fhouid  give  bail 
for  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds, 
and  two  fureties  in  the  like  fum. — • 
Lord  Townfhend  faid,  the  honour 
of  the  nation  was  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  the  prefent  profecution. 
The  charges  againft  Mr.  Haftings 
were  of  a  very  heavy  nature,  be¬ 
yond  any  thing  that  the  journals 
could  produce  ;  he  therefore  fe- 
conded  the  noble  duke’s  motion. 


— Lord  Thurlow  quoted  the  cafe  of 
Sir  John  Bennet,  who  gave  bail  in 
the  fum  of  forty  thoufand  pounds 
upon  an  impeachment  of  a  fimilar 
nature.  His  lordlhip  was  againft 
requiring  exceffive  bail  ;  it  being 
equally  opprefiive  and  illegal.  It 
was  therefore  his  opinion  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  adhere  to  the 
precedent  on  their  journals,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  being  led  aftray  ;  and  he 
accordingly  moved,  that  he  fhouid 
be  admitted  to  bail,  himfelf  in 
20,oool.  and  two  fureties  in  io,oool. 
each. 

This  being  agreed  to,  and  the 
other  parts  of  Mr.  Hafting’s  requeft 
granted,  he  was  again  called  in,  and 
kneeling  at  the  bar,  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  addreffed  him  to  the  following 
purport  : 

“  Mr.  Haftings, 

“  The  lords  have  allowed  you 
“  one  month,  and  until  the  fecond 
44  day  of  the  next  feflion  of  par- 
44  liament,  to  make  your  anfwers 
44  to  the  charges  alledged  by  the 
<£  commons  of  this  kingdom  againft 
44  you  ;  you  will  therefore  prepare 
44  what  you  have  to  urge  in  your 
44  own  defence  before  that  period. 
44  They  have  alfo  admitted  you  to 
<(  bail,  on  the  terms  of  your  bind- 
44  ing  yourfelf  in  twenty  thoufand 
44  pounds,  and  your  friends  in 
44  twenty  thoufand  pounds  more, 
44  as  a  fecurity  for  your  abiding 
44  the  iffue  of  procefs  :  they  have 
44  likewife  allowed  you  counfel,  and 
44  you  will  be  fo  good  as  name 
44  them.” 

Mr.  Haftings  then,  bowing,  faid, 
44  I  thank  your  lordfhips  for  the 
44  great  indulgence  \vhich  you  have 
44  (hewn  me  :  I  am  now  ready  to 
44  produce  my  bail  ;  and  my  coun- 
44  id  are  the  following  gentlemen, 
44  Mefirs.  Plumber,  Law,  and  Dal- 

44  las.” 
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€i  las.”  He  then  offered  as  his 
fureties  MefTrs.  Sulivan  and  Sumner, 
who  accordingly  juftified  at  the  bar, 
and  their  recognizance  being  taken, 
Mr.  Haftings  was  ordered  to  with¬ 
draw. 

The  remaining  articles  of  im¬ 
peachment  were  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe  of  commons  without  any  de¬ 
bate,  and  on  the  28th  of  May  were 
prefented  by  Mr.  Burke  to  the 
lords  ;  and  Mr.  Haftings  being  or¬ 
dered  to  attend,  they  were  read  the 
fame  day,  and  copies  of  them  or¬ 
dered  for  his  ufe. 

On  Wednefday,  the  30th  of  May, 
the  king  went  in  the  ufual  ftate  to 
the  houfe  of  peers,  and  the  com¬ 
mons  being  fent  for,  the  fpeaker,  as 
foon  as  he  came  to  the  bar,  addref- 
fed  his  majefty,  and  Hated  that  he 
had  brought  up  two  bills,  by  which 
the  houfe  of  commons  had  granted 
to  his  majefty  an  additional  fupply  ; 
and  he  exprefied  the  fatisfa&ion  they 
felt  in  having  been  able  to  provide 
for  the  fervices  of  the  year  without 


having  recourfe  to  any  new  loan. 
He  then  enumerated  the  principal 
tranfaftions  of  the  feflions,  as  they 
related  to  the  feveral  obje&s  that 
had  been  recommended  to  their 
attention  at  the  opening  of  the  fef- 
fton*. 

The  royal  aftent  being  then  given 
to  the  bills,  the  king  made  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  in  which  he  com¬ 
mended  their  zeal  and  afliduity,  and 
thanked  them  for  the  proofs  they 
had  given  of  their  affe&ion  for  him, 
his  family,  and  government.  He 
then  acquainted  them  of  the  unhap¬ 
py  diflenftons  which  prevailed  in  the 
United  Provinces,  and  which,  as  a 
friend  to  the  republic,  he  could  not 
fee  without  the  moll  real  concern. 
He  exprefled  his  fatisfa&ion  with 
the  feveral  public  meafures  they  had 
carried  into  effeft,  and  recommend¬ 
ed  to  them  to  purfue,  in  their  feve¬ 
ral  counties,  the  fame  falutary  ob- 
je&s.  The  lord  chancellor  then,  by 
his  majefty’s  command,  prorogued 
the  parliament. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

France .  Various  caufes  conducing  to  that  revolution  •which  has  taken  place  in  the 
political  feniimenis  and  public  opinions  of  that  nation.  How  far  the  American 
war  and  its  confequences  might  be  fuppofed  to  operate  in  producing  that  revolu¬ 
tion.  Unequalled  expences  and  heavy  debts  produced  by  that  war,  added  to 
the  previous  enormous  burthens  of  the  Jlate ,  clog  and  embarrafs  all  the  move¬ 
ments  of  government,  and  involve  the  financial  fyfiem  in  inextricable  dif order . 
Financier  fucceeds  financier  without  effect*  Patriotic  and  generous  endeavours 
cfi  the  king  to  relieve  the  difreffes  of  the  people,  by  curtailing  in  an  unexampled 
degree  the  .expences  ofi  his  court  and  houfi  old,  prove  equally  fruitlefs.  Fhe  mo¬ 

narch,  difiappointed  in  all  the  hopes  held  out  by  his  minifiers,  finds  it  necefifary 
to  throw  himfelf for  council  and  affiance  upon  the  reprefentaiives  ofi  the  nation. 
Difficulty  of  refioring  the  ancient  affemblies  of  the  fates,  through  the  manner  ofi 
their  election,  their  number,  and  the  form  of  their  proceedings  being  totally  for¬ 
gotten.  Afifembly  of  notables  convened.  King  meets  them  in  great  fate. 
Proceedings ,  M.  de  Calonne  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  refign  the  adminf ration 
of  public  affairs,  and  to  retire  to  England.  Convention  of  notables  difjolved, 
without  their  having  anfwered  all  the  hopes  of  the  court.  Oppofition  of  the 
parliament  of  Paris  to  the  new  taxes  laid  on  by  the  crown.  Celebrated  re- 
morf ranee  by  that  body.  King,  by  the  exertion  of  his  authority  in  a  bed  of 
jitfice,  obliges  them  to  regifitr  the  land-tax  and Jl amp- duty  edicts.  Extraordi¬ 
nary  prGtcfi,  which  renders  them  of  no  effect.  Parliament  bant/hed  to  Troyes. 
Great  dif  contents.  Turbulence  of  the  Pari  fans  occafions  a  firong  armed  force 

to  enter  that  city.  Flame  of  liberty  buffing  forth  in  different  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  Parliament  recalled.  Combination  of  circunfances  which  nearly  com¬ 
pelled  France  to  fubmit  to  the  meafures  purfued  by  England  and  Prujfia  with 
r effect  to  Holland.  Convention  with  England  for  mutually  dif  arming.  King 

meets  the  parliament  with  two  edicts  for  a  new  loan,  amounting  to  about  19 
millions  of  Engl  if  money  .  King  fits  nine  hours  to  hear  the  debates  ;  and  at 

length ,  departing  hafiily,  orders  the  edibfs  to  be  regifered.  Duke  of  Orleans 
thereupon  pretefs  againfi  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  day  as  invalid.  Proiefi 
confirmed  by  the  parliament.  Duke  of  Orleans  hanlfhed  to  one  of  his  country 
fats,  and  two  members  of  the  parliament  to  remote  prifons.  Strong  and 
repented  remorfi ranees.  Sdme  relaxation  obtained  with  refpebt  to  the  hnprifoned 
mag f rates. 


H  E  jealoufy  natural  to  rival 
JL  nations,  and  the  defire  that 
the  misfortunes  of  our  enemies 
foould  feem  by  a  fort  of  providen¬ 
tial  juilice  to  grow  out  of  their  own 
dchgns  to  injure  ns,  makes  us  fond 
to  attribute  the  difficulties  in  which 
France  is  involved  to  the  inter¬ 


ference  of  that  government  in  fup- 
porting  the  rebellion  of  the  Britifh 
American  colonies  againft  the  pa¬ 
rent  cduntry.  Although  this  cir- 
cumflance  was  by  no  means  the 
foie  caufe,  it  has  amongft  others 
contributed  to  the  events  which 
now  occupy  our  attention  in  that 

country. 
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country.  It  was  a  curious,  but  by 
no  means  an  unexampled  fpectacle, 
to  behold  a  nation  become  at  once 
the  champions  and  zealous  affertors 
of  the  rights  of  others,  who  had  al- 
moft  loft  all  remembrance  of  their 
own  liberties  ;  and  that  a  crown, 
which  had  for  ages  been  eftablifhing 
defpotifm,  fhould  teach  a  leflbn  di¬ 
rectly  fubverfive  of  its  own  princi¬ 
ples,  by  encouraging  and  fupporting 
the  fubje<fts  of  others  in  a  refiftance 
to  the  ordinances  of  their  legal  and 
natural  rulers. 

But  when  fuch  an  event  did  take 
place,  it  was  not  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive,  that  a  free  intercourfe  and 
intimate  connection  between  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  hitherto  been  in  a  great 
meafure  ftrangers,  and  who  were 
accordingly  pleafed  to  difeover  bet¬ 
ter  qualities  in  each  other,  than  the 
local  prejudices  of  mankind  permit¬ 
ted  them  to  expect,  fhould  produce 
a  mutual  communication  of  fenti- 
ments,  and  as  error  and  prejudice 
decreafed,  in  many  cafes  ail  ex¬ 
change  of  opinions.  It  was  fcarce- 
ly1  poffible  that  fo  many  thoufand 
Frenchmen  fhould  have  lived  fo 
many  years  in  America,  under  all 
the  viciffitudes  of  a  common  and 
dangerous  war,  in  all  the  eafe  and 
feftivity  of  a  ficceeding  unexpected 
peace*  and  participating  equally 
with  the  natives  in  the  extremes  cf 
both,  without  their  becoming  in  a 
confiderable  degree  American.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  rigid  feritarifts 
of  Bofton,  forgetting  that  mortal 
averfion  which  they  had  fo  long 
borne  to  popery,  were  fo  much 
foftened  by  an  acquaintance  with 
their  new  friends  and  guefts,  that 
they  not  only  permitted  but  affifted 
at  the  moft  folcmn  fervice  of  that 
church  for  the  dead,  which  they 
had  ever  before  confidered  as  an 
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abomination  fcarcely  interior  tp 
idolatry. 

It  was  to  the  honour  of  the 
French  gentlemen  who  ferved  by 
fea  and  land  upon  this  occafion,  that 
the  minds  of  many  of  them  being 
ftrongly  tinctured  by  letters  and 
philofophy,  they  were  accordingly 
difpofed  to  examine,  reflect  upon, 
and  apply  the  many  new  objects 
which  now  came  within  their  imme¬ 
diate  obfervation.  Others,  under 
the  fame  defeription,  were  employ¬ 
ed  there  in  civil,  diplomatique, 
and  mercantile  affairs  ;  curiofity, 
pleaiure,  and  private  connections 
led  others  ;•  and  fome,  who  were 
profeffedly  philofophers,  went  thither 
to  explore  and  to  fpeculate  upon, 
as  it  were,  a  new  world,  and  new 
orders  of  mankind.  It  was  im- 
poffible  that  thefe  fhould  not  be 
itruck  by  the  excellency  of  that 
admirable  original  conflitution, 
whole  emanations  could  at  fo  great 
a  diftance,  diffufe  fuch  glorious 
feenes  of  equality,  fecurity,  and 
profperity  among  mankind  as  they 
now  beheld. 

The  intercourfe  which  for  feveral 
years  has  been  continually  increafing 
between  France  and  England  ;  the 
frequent  vifits  paid  by  men  of  the 
iirft  rank  and  quality,  as  well  as  the 
moft  brilliant  talents,  from  the 
former  to  the  latter ;  and  perhaps, 
more  than  both*  that  paffion  for 
reading  the  works  of  the  firft  Eng- 
lifh  writers,  as  well  upon  the  great 
fnbjedts  of  government  and  philo¬ 
fophy,  as  upon  thofe  of  a  lighter 
nature,  have  combined  in  producing 
a  lingular  revolution,  not  onlv 
among  men  of  learning  and  fpecu- 
latifts,  but  even  in  the  tide  of  popu¬ 
lar  opinion  in  that  country.  The 
predominancy  of  England  in  the 
affairs  of  Europe,  the  glory  of  our 


arms. 
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arras,  and  the  extension  of  our  do¬ 
minion,  by  fixing  the  attention  and 
exciting  the  admiration  of  other 
nations,  ha6  given  rife  to  a  fpirit  of 
imitation  which  difpofes  them  to 
copy  us  in  all  thinga,  but  princi¬ 
pally  in  that  in  which  we  are  moll 
diflinguifhed,  the  form  of  our  go¬ 
vernment.  In  France  more  efpeci- 
ally,  fubjecffs  were  publicly  and 
eagerly  difcuffed,  which  before  were 
either  thought  too  dangerous  to  be 
meddled  with,  or  which  it  was  fup- 
pofed  a  people  fo  long  and  fo  often 
charged  with  being  too  frivolous 
for  deep  thinking,  and  too  vain  to 
profit  by  the  thoughts  of  others, 
would  not  take  the  trouble  to  con- 
fider.  The  principles  upon  which 
governments  were  originally  found¬ 
ed,  the  ultimate  objects  of  their  in- 
flitution,  with  the  relative  rights 
and  duties  of  the  governors  and  of 
the  governed,  became  fubjerits  of 
common  converlation  among  com¬ 
mon  men.  But  above  all,  the  per- 
f'onal  fecurity  afforded  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  coiiflitiition,  and  the  right  which 
every  man  pofTeffed  of  appealing 
publicly  to  the  laws  and  to  the 
world,  in  all  cafes  of  grievance  or 
oppreffion  by  power,  were  generally 
admired  and  envied  :  while  lettres 
dc  cachet ,  and  all  other  modes  of  irn- 
prifonrnent,  banifliment,  or  punifh- 
ment,  without  legal  trial,  and  legal 
condemnation,  were  univerfally  ex¬ 
ecrated. 

But  this  difpofition  among  the 
people  might  have  been  eafily  over- 
layed  and  {mothered  in  its  infancy, 
if  the  American  war  had  not  at  the 
fame  time  effectually  provided  for 
its  nurture  and  growth.  The  minds 
of  men  grow  attached  to  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  which  the  caufes  they  are  em¬ 
barked  in  require  them  to  maintain  ; 
and  as  the  neceffity  and  long  habit 
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of  referring  to  and  infilling  upon  the 
rights  of  government  during  the 
American  contefls,  may  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  have  weakened  the  fpirit  of 
liberty  amongfl  us,  fo  the  French 
nation,  reforting  more  to  provifion 
and  principle,  by  which  the  abufes 
of  power  are  corrected,  than  thofe 
by  which  its  energy  is  maintained, 
have  imbibed  a  love  of  freedom 
nearly  incompatible  with  royalty. 
But  it  was  owing  to  a  fecondary 
caufe  that  the  American  war  became 
inflrumental  to  the  revolution  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  affairs  of  that 
country.  It  involved  the  crown  in 
fuch  difficulties  and  diflreffes,  as 
compelled  it  at  length  of  neceffity 
to  throw  itfelf  for  fupport  upon  the 
people  ;  thereby  affording  them 
fuch  an  opportunity  for  fpeaking, 
thinking,  and  ariting  freely,  as  (ex¬ 
cepting  the  licentioufnefs  of  the 
civil  wars)  three  centuries  had  not 
before  fhewn  to  France. 

For  the  illuflration  of  this  fub- 
je£l  it  may  be  neceffary  to  premife, 
that  the  public  debts  of  that  king¬ 
dom  had  been  exceedingly  heavy, 
and  its  finances  much  embarraffed 
for  many  years  back  :  that  the  in¬ 
tolerable  burthens  which  war  and 
ambition  had  laid  upon  the  nation 
were  continually  increafed  by  the 
enormous  expences  of  the  crown, 
and  the  profufion  that  prevailed 
during  the  unequalled  length  of  the 
two  lafl  reigns  :  that  the  weight  and 
amount  of  the  debts  were  only  part 
of  the  public  misfortune  %  that  the 
whole  fyftem  of  finance  was  in  the 
lafl  degree  faulty  and  ruinous  ;  that 
the  taxes  were  ill  laid,  and  worfe 
levied  ;  and  that  the  farmers  of  the 
revenues,  who  made  immenfe  for¬ 
tunes,  were  almoll  the  only  people 
who  lived  in  fplendour,  while  the 
bulk  and  the  moil  valuable  part  of 

the 
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the  nation  were  groaning  in  po¬ 
verty. 

The  American  war  took  place  in 
thi?}  Hate  of  things ;  and  the  peo¬ 
ple,  in  their  zeal  to  fupport  a  new 
lovereign  in  his  firit  war,  forgot 
debts  and  taxes.  The  oftenlible 
caufes,  and  the  underftood  private 
motives  of  the  war,  weie  all  like- 
wife  alluring  and  highly  captivat¬ 
ing  to  the  imaginations  of  a  g'ene- 
rous,  a  warlike,  and  even  to  a  corn- 
medial  people.  It  appeared  great 
and  heroic  to  refcue  an  opprefled 
people,  who  were  gallantly  con¬ 
tending  for  their  rights,  from  in¬ 
evitable  ruin  ;  it  feerned  a  grand 
ftroke  of  policy  to  reduce  the  power 
and  to  humble  the  pride  of  a  great 
and  haughty  rival :  the  heavy  blows 
received  in  the  former  war  with 
England  could  not  be  forgotten  ; 
and  however  the  wounds  feemed  to 
be  fkinned  over  by  a  peace  fo  un¬ 
accountably  favourable  that  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  it  was  concluded 
are  not  yet  perhaps  underftood,  they 
ftill  rankled  in  the  breaft  of  every 
Frenchman ;  nothing  could  there¬ 
fore  be  more  flattering  to  the  na¬ 
tional  pride  than  to  fuppofe  the 
happy  opportunity  was  now  arrived 
for  erafing  all  the  ftigmas  of  that 
unfortunate  period :  nor  was  this 
all,  for  as  it  was  univerfally  fup- 
pofed  that  the  lols  of  America  would 
prove  an  incurable  if  not  a  mortal 
wound  to  England,  fo  it  was  equally 
expedfed  that  the  power  of  the  Gal¬ 
lic  throne  would  thereby  be  fixed 
on  fuch  permanent  foundations,  as 
never  again  to  be  fliaken  by  auy 
ftroke  of  fortune  ;  and  to  complete 
this  pyramid  of  glory  and  advan¬ 
tage,  commercial  benefits  before 
unknown,  along  with  fuch  an  ac- 
ceflion  of  naval  ftrength  as  fhould 
Vol.  XXIX. 


command  the  feas,  were  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  new  alliance  and 
conne&ion  with  America.  This 
fpec ulatioh,  like  many  others,  when 
tried  by  the  teft  of  dear-bought  ex¬ 
perience,  came  to  nothing,  and 
thefe  fond  hopes  have  already  va- 
niflied  in  fmoke.  The  nation  were, 
however,  fo  fanguine  in  them,  that 
they  entered  into  the  war  with  un¬ 
exampled  appetite,  and  a  common 
heart  and  a  commori  hand  appeared 
in  its  profecution. 

But  though  the  American  war 
failed  in  producing  its  wifhed-for 
effedfs  with  refpedl  to  France,  it  left 
behind  it  other  relics  of  a  lefs  pleat¬ 
ing  nature,  which  could  not  foon  be 
forgotten.  Through  various  caufes^ 
particularly  from  the  novel  manner 
in  which  it  was  condudted,  its  ope¬ 
rations  being  moftly  naval,  and  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  remoteft  quarters  of 
the  world,  from  the  extreme  po¬ 
verty  and  urgent  necefiity  of  their 
new  allies,  and  the  prevalent  fpirifc 
of  the  time*  which  led  to  the  moft 
unbounded  fupplies,  under  a  per- 
fuafion  that  the  money  fo  laid  out 
would  be  repaid  in  advantages  to 
an  hundred  times  its  amount,  the 
American  war  became  the  moft  ex- 
penfive,  for  the  time  of  its  continu¬ 
ance,  of  any  in  which  France  pro¬ 
bably  had  ever  been  engaged  ;  and 
this  expence  was  the  rriore  ruinous 
in  its  efledf,  from  the  circumftance 
that  a  great  part  of  this  money  was 
funk  at  fuch  diftances  from  home, 
or  laid  out  in  commodities  doubly 
perilhable,  through  nature  and 
through  hoftility,  that  there  was  lit¬ 
tle  profpedf  of  its  ever  returning. 
From  this  war,  then,  an  immenfe 
new  debt  being  laid  upon  the  back 
of  the  old,  already  too  great,  the 
accumulation  became  fo  vaft,  that 
[M]  [  it 
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it  Teemed  to  fwell  beyond  the  com¬ 
mon  bounds  of  examination  and  en¬ 
quiry. 

The  multitude  of  the  diftinct 
loans  which  all  together  compofed 
this  vail  mafs  of  debt,  and  the  di- 
verfity  of  the  conditions  upon  which 
(according  to  the  genius  of  the  re- 
fpediive  projectors)  they  had  been 
raifed,  the  numberlefs  appropria¬ 
tions  of  particular  revenues  to  par¬ 
ticular  funds,  and  the  frequent  in¬ 
fractions  of  thefe  to  fupply  the  im¬ 
mediate  neceffities  of  the  ftate,  oc¬ 
casion  ed  fuch  voluminous  detailed 
accounts,  fuch  endlefs  references, 
explanations,  applications  and  de¬ 
ficiencies,  with  fuch  eternal  calcu¬ 
lations  and  crowds  of  figures,  that 
the  whole  prefented  a  chaos  of  eon- 
fufipn,  in  which  the  financiers  them- 
felves  feemed  fcarcely  left  bewil¬ 
dered  than  the  public. 

This  date  of  diforder  and  dark- 
nefs  was  comparatively,  however, 
only  a  fmall  part  of  the  public 
grievance.  The  taxes,  numerous 
as  they  were,  and  ruinous  in  the 
laft  degree  to  the  people,  were  to¬ 
tally  unequal  to  the  fupply  of  the 
current  expences  of  the  ftate,  and 
to  the  discharge  of  the  intereil  or 
annuities  rhino*  on  the  various  funds. 

O 

This  deficiency  was  fo  great  fince 
the  late  war,  that  the  whole  amount 
of  the  revenues  fell  feveral  millions 
fterling  fiiort  of  the  demand  in  eadi 
year.  New  funds  could  not  be 
raifed,  but  the  exigencies  of  the 
ftate  muft  be  fupplied ;  and  no 
means  appeared  for  anfweving  this 
purpofe,  but  by  withholding  the 
payment  of  the  annuities  tO|  the 
public  creditors,  for  fo  great  a  fum 
as  the  amount  of  the  deficiency. 
This  ruinous  meafure  could  not  but 
involve  multitudes  of  people  in  the 
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greateft  diftrefs  and  calamity ;  and 
befides  raifed  great  clamour  and 
difcontent,  at  the  undue  preference 
fuppofed  to  be  given  to  thofe  clalfes 
whofe  payments  were  not  ftopped. 

In  this  difaftrous  ftate  of  public 
affairs,  while  financier  fucceeded 
financier,  and  projects  multiplied 
upon  projects  each  new  minifter  at¬ 
tributed  the  public  evils  to  the 
fault  of  his  predeceffor,  and  had  his 
own  favourite  fcheme  of  arrange¬ 
ment,  which  was  to  remove  them 
all.  This  produced  a  ceffation  of 
the  murmurs  of  the  public  while  the 
fhort  funfhine  of  hope  lafted  5  but 
only  ferved  to  redouble  their  grief 
and  indignation  when  they  found 
that  every  attempt  at  elucidation 
only  ferved  to  thicken  the  obfcu- 
rity,  and  that  every  hope  of  redrefs 
ended  in  an  increafe  of  the  evils. 

The  crown,  with  refpedt  to  all 
that  lay  within  its  own  immediate 
cognizance  and  power,  a£ted  the 
nobleft  part  during  this  ftate  of  pub¬ 
lic  embarraffment  and  diftrefs.  In¬ 
capable  of  comprehending  the  com¬ 
plicated  details,  and  the  perplexed 
fituation  of  the  national  finances, 
the  king  endeavoured  to  alleviate 
the  diftreffes  of  the  people,  by  cur¬ 
tailing  the  expences  of  his  court, 
houfhold,  and  even  of  his  royal 
perfon,  But  though  thefe  reduc¬ 
tions  were  io  great  as  to  trench 
deeply  upon  the  long-eftablifned 
fplendour  of  the  crown,  and  though 
the  favings  were  accordingly  very 
confiderahle,  yet  they  failed  of  an- 
fwering  the  patriotic  and  generous 
intentions  of  the  monarch,  when 
plunged  into  the  abyfs  of  public 
debts,  demands,  and  neceffities. 
The  free  gifts  granted  by  the  cler¬ 
gy,  and  other  public  bodies,  pro¬ 
duced  as  little  permanent  effect ; 

and 
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and  amidft  the  multitude  of  de¬ 
mands,  could  fcarcely  afford  relief 
to  any  prefent  pecuniary  neceflity 
of  the  court. 

Thefe  circumftances,  with  the 
alarming  clamour  and  difcontent 
which  they  produced,  threw  the 
crown  into  a  fituation  extremely 
irkfome  to  all  potentates,  but  the 
;nult  favourable  that  could  be  to  the 
new  fpirit  rifen  in  France,  and  to 
the  wifhes  of  a  people  who  now  be¬ 
gan  to  grow  impatient  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  recovering  fome  part 
at  lead  of  their  ancient  rights  and 
privileges.  The  crown,  wearied 
out  by  the  repeated  failure  and  dis¬ 
appointment  which  it  had  expe¬ 
rienced  in  the  fchemes  and  under¬ 
takings  of  minifters,  and  finding  its 
difficulties  every  day  increafing, 
and  becoming  more  infupportable, 
determined  at  length  to  throw  it- 
fclf  upon  the  affection  and  wiidom 
of  the  nation  for  fuccour  and  flip- 
port.  It  is  faid,  that  M.  de  Ca- 
lonne,  who  was  then  the  financial 
minifter,  had  propofed  this  wife  and 
falutary  meafure.  It  is  however 
certain  that  the  king  adopted  the 
meafure  with  fo  good  a  grace,  that 
it  feemed  to  flow  fpontaneoufly  from 
his  own  good  difpofition  and  will ; 
and  it  was  undoubtedly  happy  to 
France  that  her  prefent  monarch 
neither  poflefled  the  obflinate,  over¬ 
bearing,  arbitrary  temper  of  fome 
of  his  predeceffors,  nor  had  con- 
figned  his  power  into  the  hands  of 
miltrefles  and  favourites,  and  fuf- 
fered  his  mind  to  be  poifoned  by 
the  vanity  and  pleafures  of  a  volup¬ 
tuous  court. 

The  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the 
flate  have,  in  many  countries,  and 
particularly  in  England,  made  it 
neceflary  for  monarchs  to  apply  to 
the  colle&ive  refources  and  colicc- 
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tive  councils  of  their  people.  The 
modification  of  regal  authority,  and 
the  admiffion  of  the  public  into  a 
participation  of  that  authority,  has 
generally  been  attended  with  con- 
fequences  eafy  and  happy  to  both. 
Few  kings  however  have  had  re- 
courfe  to  this  expedient  until  they 
had  exhaufled  every  other  means 
of  fupply ;  they  mofl:  commonly 
vifited  their  fubje&s  after  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  irregular  or  violent  mea- 
fures  for  increafing  the  revenue  they 
already  poflefled,  and  thus  loft  the 
merit  of  a  generous  reliance  on  the 
approbation  and  afie&ion  of  their 
people,  feeming  rather  to  be  driven 
to  them  by  neceflity  than  to  turn 
to  them  through  choice.  This  has 
not-been  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  go¬ 
vernment  of  France.  There  have, 
comparatively  fpeaking,  during  the 
prefent  reign,  been  but  little  refort 
to  compulfory  loans,  arbitrary  ex- 
tenfion  of  taxes,  alteration  in  the 
value  of  the  coin,  or  to  any  of  thofe 
modes  of  violence  and  chicane  which, 
not  unfrequently,  compofe  the  fifcal 
inventory  of  monarchs.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  whether  it  was  the  effect  of  de- 
fign,  or  of  accident,  itfo  happened, 
that  from  the  moment  the  prefent 
king  turned  his  attention  ferioufly  to 
the  improvement  of  his  revenues,  the 
obje£I  has  been  to  eftablifh  a  balls 
of  public  credit.  This  was  begun 
under  the  adminiftration  of  Mr. 
Neckar,  by  a  general  exposure  of 
the  finances.  The  public  were  fo 
lemnly  called  in  to  the  council  of 
the  monarch,  and  defired  to  judge 
for  themfelves  in  a  concern  of  fuch 
great  and  general  importance.— -A  1 
great  ftep,  not  1 9  the  forms  but  to  \ 
the  fubftance  of  public  liberty,  alid 
perhaps  the  greatefl  advance  that 
ever  was  made  by  a  king  towards 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  free  cpnftitu- 
[M]  2  tion. 
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tion.  With  more  or  lefs  regularity 
this  fyflem  has  been  puriued  ever 
fince,  until  by  its  natural  opera¬ 
tion,  combined  with  the  growing 
neceffities  of  the  government,  it 
led  to  the  calling  of  the  affembly 
of  the  notables ,  and  from  thence  to 
a  more  univerfal  application  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  nation. 

Although  fo  much  time!  has  elapfed 
fince  the  laft  convocation  of  the 
Hates  general,  that  thofe  affemblies 
are  almoft  obfolete,  yet  the  French 
nation  never  wholly  loll  fight  of 
that  remnant  of  their  ancient  cori- 
ilitution.  Their  wifeft  patriots, 
and  the  moll  fpirited  of  their  go¬ 
vernors,  have  often  looked  back  to 
that  antique  and  falutary  remedy. 
In  that  period  of  mixed  infurrec- 
tion  and  tyranny,  joined  to  foreign 
glory,  which  dillinguilhed  the  do¬ 
minion  of  cardinal  Richelieu,  the 
nation  was  never  in  the  condition, 
in  the  temper,  or  in  the  necelhty 
of  deliberating  in  common.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  troubles  which  attended  the 
minority  of  Louis  the  XIV  th,  the 
queen  regent  often  talked  of  call¬ 
ing  the  Hates  general.  The  fplen- 
dour,  the  viciffitudes  of  that  reign, 
are  well  known ;  the  unlimited 
power  of  the  monarch,  and  the 
troubled  fcenes  in  which  he  wound 
up  the  glories  of  his  life.  The 
duke  of  Burgundy,  the  pupil  of  the 
author  of  Telemachus,  to  whom  his 
grandfather  had  begun  to  delegate 
a  portion  of  his  aiithority,  on  whom 
the  fondell  hopes  of  the  nation 
turned,  and  who  ptomifed  to  unite 
the  qualities  of  a  chriftian,  a  phi- 
lofopher,  and  a  king,  had  certainly 
formed  a  delign,  among  many  other 
projieBs  for  the  advantage  of  the 
Hate,  and  the  relief  of  his  people, 
to  convene  the  Hates.  He  dying 
prematurely,  power,  on  the  dernife 


of  Louis  the  XIVth,  fell  into  hand* 
of  a  different  Hamp.  It  is  not  im¬ 
probable  that  the  veneration  in 
which  the  character  of  this  prince 
remained  in  the  memory  of  the 
French,  and  particularly  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  infufed  fimilar  fentiments  into 
the  mind  of  the  late  dauphin  (the  fon 
of  Louis  the  XVth)  who  formed 
himfelf  upon  the  model  of  the  duke 
of  Burgundy.  The  reverence,  ap¬ 
proaching  to  adoration,  which  the 
prefent  king  of  France  entertains 
for  the  opinions  and  attachments  of 
his  father,  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
ruling  principle  of  his  character 
and  condudl.  It  is  therefore  a  cu¬ 
rious  and  not  an  improbable  fpeem 
lation  to  fuppofe,  that  the  approxi¬ 
mation  to  the  body  of  the  nation, 
and  leaning  to  public  councils, 
which,  whether  wifely  or  hot,  whe¬ 
ther  fortunately  or  not,  have  diHin- 
guifhed  the  prefent  reign,  had  their 
origin  in  thofe  remote  and  fuc- 
ceffive  caufes.  And  if  fo,  it  is  a 
matter  worthy  of  contemplation  to 
confideighow  the  thoughts,  writings, 
and  actions  of  thofe  who  are  dead 
many  years,  affedt  the  revolutions 
of  the  prefent  day. 

It  became  however  a  matter  of 
difficulty  in  what  manner  to  obtain 
the  fenfe  of  aid  of  the  nation  in 
the  prefent  exigence^  The  ancient 
affemblies  of  the  Hates  of  the  king¬ 
dom  had  been  fo  long  difufed,  that 
not  only  their  forms  wrere  worn  out 
of  memory,  but  the  extent  of 
their  rights  and  powers  were  fo 
much  unknown,  that  all  informa¬ 
tion  upon  the  fubjedl  was  either  to 
be  fought  amidH  the  rubbifh  of  the 
antiquarian,  or  in  the  obfeure  and 
faithlefs  pages  of  vague  and  ill- 
informed  hiHorians,  wdio  were  much 
fonder  of  relating  prodigies,  than 
of  preferring  thofe  records  of  man¬ 
kind 
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kind  which  would  have  been  mod 
effcntial  to  futurity.  It  was  Hill 
however  generally  known,  that  the 
ancient  affemblies  of  the  dates  re- 
fembled  the  Engliih  parliaments  in 
the  greated  and  moil  effential  point 
of  their  conilitution,  which  was  the 
power  of  granting  the  public  money 
for  the  public  fervices,  or  of  with¬ 
holding  it,  if  the  purpofe  for  which 
it  was  required  by  the  crown  did 
not  appear  to  them  confonant  or 
necefl'ary  to  the  advantage  of  the 
date. 

In  this  date  of  darknefs,  without 
a  compafs  to  deer  by,  the  fird  ef¬ 
fort  made  by  the  court  for  the 
accomplifnment  of  its  purpofe,  was 
to  fummon  a  convention  of  princi¬ 
pal  perfons,  from  the  different 
-claffes  of  the  people,  and  from  all 
the  parts  of  the  kingdom,  who  were 
to  receive  from  the  king  a  com¬ 
munication  of  his  intentions  for  the 
relief  of  his  fubjefis,  information 
on  the  prefent  date  of  the  finances, 
and  to  confider  of  and  to  provide 
remedies  againft  feveral  abufes  ; 
the  king  reding  affured,  that  he 
diould  receive  from  them  every 
alTiftance  which  he  had  a  right  to 
fxpe.fi:  for  the  good  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  which  was  the  only  objefi 
he  had  in  view. — The  members  of 
this  affembly  were  didinguifhed  by 
the  appellation  of  notables ,  being  the 
fame  name  which  had  been  applied 
to  another  convention  of  the  fame 
nature,  which  had  been  held  in  the 
year  1626. 


-p.  ,  A  circular  letter  to 

CC*8?^t:  ’  this  purpofe,  figned  by 
'  *  the  king,  was  accord¬ 

ingly  difpatched  to  all  thofe  perfons 
who  had  been  appointed  to  afi  as 
members  of  this  convention  ;  they 
being  fummoned  to  affemble  at 
Verfailles  on  the  29th  of  January 


1787,  there  to  take  their  feats,  and 
to  hear  fuch  matters  as  fliould  be 
propofed  to  them  in  the  king’s 
name. 

The  ficknefs  and  death  of  that 
able  minider,  M.  de  Vergennes, 
whofe  political  intrigues  and  exten- 
five  views,  joined  to  a  very  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  refpefiive  drength 
or  weaknefs  of  foreign  dates,  and  of 
thofe  invilible  fprings  of  afiion  by 
which  they  might  be  fwayed  or  di¬ 
vided,  occafionea  the  meeting  of  the 
new  convention  to  be  fufpended  from 
the  29th  of  January  to  the  2 2d  of 
the  enfuing  February.  In  the  mean 
time  the  marquis  de  Montmorin, 
who  had  been  long  initiated  in  the 
political  principles  and  defigns  of  the 
count  de  Vergennes,  was,  at  his  own 
fpecial  recommendation,  appointed 
to  be  his  fucceffor  as  minider  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs. 

The  king  went  in  the  greated 
magnificence,  accompanied  by  the 
princes  of  the  blood,  and  attended 
by  all  the  great  officers  of  the  date 
and  houfnold,  to  dignify  the  opening 
of  the  new  affembly  of  the  notables. 

In  laying  before  this  body  the 
various  matters  which  were  to  be¬ 
come  the  fubjefis  of  their  delibera¬ 
tion,  it  was  neceffary  that  the  mi¬ 
nider  fliould  give  a  fatisfafiory  ex¬ 
planation  of  thofe  caufes  which 
opened  the  way  to  the  prefent  date 
of  public  embarraffment  and  didrefs. 
In  doing  this,  M.  de  Calonne,  with 
proper  addrefs,  endeavoured  to  make 
a  favourable  impredion  on  the  dif- 
pofition  of  his  audience,  by  fhewing 
the  pleafing  and  bright  fide  of  the 
pifiure,  before  he  was  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  exhibiting  the  reverfe. 
With  this  view,  in  his  introdufiorv 
fpeech,  he  enumerated  the  various 
great  and  glorious,  as  well  as  pa¬ 
triotic  and  beneficial  afis  of  the 
[^]  3  prefcilt 
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prefent  reign.  In  this  fummary,  he 
particularly  attributed  to  the  king 
the  creating  of  a  marine,  and  there¬ 
by  rendering  the  French  flag  re- 
fpedlable  over  every  part  oi  the 
ocean  ;  his  having  protected  and 
confirmed  the  liberties  of  a  new 
nation,  which,  being  feparated  from 
a  rival  power,  was  now  become  a 
friend  and  ally;  and,  after  having 
terminated  an  honourable  war  by 
a  folid  peace,  had  fhewn  himfelf 
worthy  to  be  confidered  as  the  mo¬ 
derator  of  all  Europe. — That  his 
majefty  had  not  then  given  himfelf 
up  to  a  barren,  inadflion  ;  he  was  too 
fenfible  how  much  ftill  remained  to 
be  done  for  the  happinefs  of  his 
fubje&s  ;  and  that,  the  afluring  to 
his  people  a  free  and  extenfive 
commerce  abroad,  the  procuring  a 
good  adminiftration  at  home,  with 
the  encouragement  and  eflablifli- 
ment  of  ufeful  arts  and  manufac¬ 
tures,  were  the  objects  of  his  in¬ 
variable  purfuit,  and  fliould  ever 
continue  the  point  to  which  his 
viewrs  would  be  directed.  The  three 
new  treaties  of  commerce,  concluded 
with  Holland,  England,  and  Rufiia, 
were  brought  as  illuftrations  of  thefe 
pofltions. 

After  this  exordium,  which  he 
dwelt  on  with  complacence,  the 
minifter  had  to  turn  to  the  disagree¬ 
able  part  of  the  bufmefs.  He  en¬ 
tered  into  long  details,  to  fliew  the 
deplorable  hate  in  which  he  found 
the  finances  when  he  was  entrufted 
with  their  adminiftration,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  American  war.  A.  vaft 
unfunded  debt ;  all  annuities  and  in- 
tereh  greatly  in  arrear  ;  all  the  cob 
fers  empty  ;  the  public  flocks  fallen 
to  the  lowed  point  ;  circulation  in¬ 
terrupted,  and  all  credit  and  confi¬ 
dence  aeftroyed.  He  then  fhewed 
the  meafures  which  he  had  purfued, 


and  the  happy  effeTs  they  had  pro¬ 
duced  (fo  far  as  his  means  could 
reach)  in  remedying  thefe  compli¬ 
cated  evils.  Through  thefe  efforts 
public  credit  was  re-eftablilhed,  the 
docks  brought  a  fair  price  to  market, 
money  was  plenty,  and  the  Cajjfe. 
d’ Jijcampte  (a  kind  of  national  bank) 
had  now  effablifhed  its  credit  upon  a 
firm  bafis.  Great  and  expenfive 
public  works,  of  the  utmoft  national 
importance  and  utility,  had  likewife 
been  undertaken,  and  were  now  far 
advanced  towards  completion  ;  it 
would  be  needleis  to  repeat  to  that 
affembly  what  had  been  done,  and 
was  doing,  with  refpedf  to  the  har¬ 
bours  of  Cherbourgh,  Havre,  Ro¬ 
chelle,  and  Dunkirk. 

But  with  all  thefe  pleafant  cir- 
cumftances  and  favourable  appear¬ 
ances,  an  evil  ftill  remained  behind 
of  the  moil  alarming  and  ruinous 
nature  ;  an  evil  which  muff  every 
year  increaie  in  its  magnitude,  and 
at  length  become  fatal  in  its  effedt, 
if  not  timely  remedied.  This  was 
the  great  annual  deficiency  of  the 
public  revenue,  with  refpedt  to  the 
fupply  of  the  current  public  ex¬ 
pence.  This  was  an  evil  which 
went  far  beyond  the  reach  of  mi- 
nifters,  and  baffled  all  fchemes  of 
induftry  and  oeconomy.  Eternal 
borrowing  would  neeeffarily  be  an 
eternal  aggravation  of  the  evil  ; 
additional  taxes  would  opprefs  the 
people,  whom  the  king  wifhed  of 
all  things  to  relieve  ;  anticipation 
on  the  revenue  of  fubfoquent  years 
had  already  been,  carried  to  a  ruin- 

j 

ous  extent  ;  and  with  refpedt  to 
cecoi>omy,  and  the  reform  of  ex- 
pences,  the  king  had  already,  not 
only  with  refpedt  to  his  houfhold, 
but  to  other  departments,  carried 
thefe  points  as  far  as  could  be  done, 
without  weakening  the  ftate  and 

government. 
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government. — It  was  then  in  the 
reform  of  abufes,  that  the  king  and 
his  minifters  trufted  principally  to 
find  refources  for  exonerating  the 
crown  and  the  nation  from  this  in¬ 
tolerable  grievance  and  evil.  In  the 
abufes  themfelves  would  be  found  a 
great  fund  which  the  king  had  a 
right  to  claim.  This  was  a  fubjeCt 
whole  importance  neceffarily  de¬ 
manded  all  the  colledled  wifdom,  at¬ 
tention,  and  fagacity  of  the  aflembly, 
and  it  was  accordingly  recommended 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  their  deli¬ 
beration. 

Among  the  objects  particularly 
recommended  to  their  enquiry  and 
confideration,  was  the  ftate  of  the 
Gallic  territorial  impofts,  and  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  general  and  equal 
impoft  on  land  (in  the  nature  of  the 
Englifh  land-tax)  from  which  no 
rank  or  order  of  men  was  to  be  ex¬ 
empted.  It  was  faid,  that  the  efta¬ 
blifhment  of  this  tax  would  have 
occafioned  a  defalcation  in  the  reve¬ 
nues  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  only  of 
forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  a 
year  ;  and  it  was  farther  faid  ( to  his 
immortal  honour,  if  founded)  that 
he  would  not  have  oppofed  it. 

Another  objecft  of  enquiry  and 
difcufiion  was  afforded  by  the  pof- 
fefiions  of  the  clergy,  and  their  ex¬ 
emption  from  taxation. — The  ftate 
of  the  various  branches  of  internal 
taxation  was  another  objeift  of  en¬ 
quiry. — And  the  raffing  of  money 
by  mortgaging  the  demefne  lands 
of  the  crown,  formed  a  fourth  fub- 
je6t  of  confideration.  But  the  grand 
and  efiential  objedft  of  reform,  and 
that  which  the  court  had  particu¬ 
larly  at  heart,  was  to  equalize  the 
public  burthens,  by  rendering  the 
taxes  general,  which  would  have 
made  them  bearable,  and  compara¬ 
tively  eafy,  inftead  of  their  falling 


upon  the  lower  and  moft  ufeful  claf- 
fes  of  the  people,  to  the  difeourage- 
ment  and  ruin  of  enterprize  and  in- 
duftry,  whether  with  refpcCt  to  ma¬ 
nufactures  or  agriculture.  The  an- 
tient  nobility  and  the  clergy  had 
ever  been  free  from  all  public  afteff- 
rrrents  ;  and,  confidering  this  as  one 
of  their  moft  diftinguifhed  and  envi- 
ab ]fc  privileges,  it  was  of  courfe  the 
moft  difficult  to  be  refigned.  Had 
the  evil  gone  no  farther,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  prefent  weight  of  taxes, 
it  might  have  been  {till  perhaps 
borne  with  patience,  from  the  mif- 
chief  it  produced  being  narrowed 
within  certain  fixed  and  cuftomary 
limits.  But  through  the  fhameful 
cuftom  of  felling  patents  of  nobility, 
fuch  crowds  of  new  noblefle  ftarted 
up,  that  every  province  in  the  king¬ 
dom  was  filled  with  them  ;  for  the 
firft  objedt  with  thofe  who  had  ac¬ 
quired  fortunes  rapidly,  whether  by 
the  oppreffion  of  the  people,  or  by- 
peculation  from  the  public,  in  the 
collection  or  management  of  the  re¬ 
venues,  was,  next  to  the  purchafe  of 
an  eftate,  that  of  a  patent,  which, 
befides  the  gratification  of  a  vanity 
fo  peculiarly  predominant  with  fuch 
people,  afforded  an  exemption  to 
them  and  their  pofterity  from  a 
proportionable  contribution  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  ftate,  or  alleviating 
the  diftreftes  of  that  public  on  whofe 
fpoils  they  had  fattened.  The  ma- 
giftracies  likewife  throughout  the 
kingdom  (who  are  in  France  ex¬ 
ceedingly  numerous)  enjoyed  their 
(hare  of  thefe  exemptions  ;  fo  that 
the  whole  weight  of  the  taxes  fell 
upon  thofe  who  were  leaft  able  to 
bear  them.  ' 

This  defign  of  equalizing  the 
public  burthens  was  undoubtedly 
great  and  noble  ;  but  how  the  mi- 
nifter  could  think  of  any  projeCt 
[j  M  j  4.  fucceeding. 
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fucceeding,  which  in  its  very  nature 
united  the  three  great  bodies  of  the 
nation,  the  nobility,  the  clergy,  and 
the  magistracy,  in  one  common  in- 
tereft  againft  him,  is  not  eafily  un¬ 
derflood.  That  much  public  fpirit 
and  virtue  were  lodged  in  many 
individuals  of  all  theie  claffes  was 
not  to  be  quellioned  ;  but  it  would 
argue  little  knowledge  of  mankind, 
to  iuppofe  that  thefe  fentiments 
could  operate  upon  a  majority  in  any 
of  them. 

The  event  was  fuch  as  might 
have  been  expedled.  An  univerfal 
clamour  was  raifed  againft  the  mini- 
fter.  The  people  were  thought  to 
believe  that  he  intended  to  load 
them  with  new  taxes ;  and  thus  the 
blind  and  giddy  multitude  were  ren¬ 
dered  an  inflrument  in  the  bands  of 
their  hereditary  opprcffors,  for  the 
ruin  of  the  firii  minuter  who  had 
ever  attempted  to  do  them  any  ef- 
lential  fervice.  Such  has  in  gene¬ 
ral,  but  unfortunately,  been  the  re¬ 
ward  of  thefe  who  (without  having 
eftablifhed  a  previous  confidence, 
which  is  indeed  feldom  gained  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  fome  fpecious  decep¬ 
tion)  have  attempted  to  ferve  the 
people  at  large*  Effectual  meafures 
were  at  the  fame  time  ufed  at  the 
fountain  head,  for  loofening  the 
king’s  confidence  in  the  minifler, 
which  probably  would  have  been 
fufficiently  fhaken  without  by  the 
public  clamour. 

The  minifler  finding  it  impofiible 
to  withstand  the  torrent,  or  in  any 
manner  to  cover  himfelf  from  the 
obloquy  which  was  poured  upon  him 
from  all  quarters,  not  only  found  it 
neceffary  to  relign  his  office,  in  the 
middle  of  the  fitting  of  the  notables, 
but  to  retire  to  England  for  refuge, 
from  that  florm  of  perfection  which 
he  fa,w  gathering  with  the  mofl  ma¬ 


lignant  afpeCl.  This  happened; 
pretty  early  in  April  ;  and  after 
fome  temporary  appointments,  M. 
de  Brienne,  archbifhop  ofTholoufe, 
was  about  a  month  after  appointed 
to  he  his  fucceffor. 

The  p/opofed  territorial  impofl, 
or  general  land-tax,  which  was  an 
objehl  fo  ardently  coveted  by  the 
court,  produced  much  debate,  and 
little  agreement,  in  the  affembly  of 
the  notables.  Befides  the  particular, 
and  individual  interefls  by  which  it 
was  oppofed,  whole  provinces  ob¬ 
jected  to  it,  as  a  direCt  infraction 
of  their  rights,  and  a  violation  of 
thore.  original  capitularies  which 
they  had  entered  into  with  the 
crown,  for  the  prefer vation  of  their 
ancient  immunities,  and  on  the 
faith  of  which  they  became  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  kingdom.  Upon  this 
fubjeCt  the  attorney  general  of  Pro-, 
vence  was  bold  enough  to  declare, 
that  neither  that  affembly,  the  par¬ 
liaments,  nor  the  king  himfelf, 
could  affefs  any  fuch  impofl  in  the 
country  which  he  reprefented,  as 
being  direCtly  contrary  to  the  fpe- 
cific  and  indefeafible  rights  of  the 
people. 

Under  thefe  circumflances  it  be¬ 
came  every  day  more  apparent, 
that  the  prefent  convention  was 
unequal  to  the  greater  obje&s  for 
which  it  was  affembled,  and  that 
nothing  lefs  than  an  affemblage 
of  the  flates  general  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  affiiled  by  the  inflruCtion  or 
advice  of  the  rdpcCtive  provincial 
flates,  particularly  in  all  that  re¬ 
lated  to  their  own  peculiar  rights 
and  privileges,  could  effectually 
remove  the  preient  grievances,  by 
fuch  permanent  arrangements  of 
the  public  revenues  and  exp.ences, 
to  be  always  under  their  own  con- 
troul,  as  fhould  render  the  crown 
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fpr  the  future  eafy  in  its  pecuniary 
affairs,  and  the  burthens  of  the 
people  to  fit  as  light  as  their  nature 
could  admit. 

Many  ufeful  regulations  and  re¬ 
forms  were  however  propofed  by  the 
convention  of  notables,  and  adopted 
by  the  court,  both  with  refpecf  to 
feveral  of  the  taxes  and  gabelles 
themfelves,  to  the  mode  of  levying 
them,  to  the  perfons  employed  in 
the  collection,  and  to  the  boards  or 
offices  which  were  to  regulate  and 
govern  the  affeffments.  But  as  thefe 
reached  only  to  parts,  and  to  the 
removal  of  the  more  glaring  and 
obvious  grievances,  they  only  ferved 
to  ffiew  more  clearly  the  neceffity  of 
fuch  ap  efficient  power  as  would  be 
finally  conclufive,  and  acting  upon  a 
fyftem  of  reform  fo  comprehenfive, 
as  to  embrace  the  whole  aggregate 
of  grievance  and  evil. 

But  whatever  the  future  good 
effects  might  be  to  the  nation,  the 
crown  was  grievoufly  difappointed 
with  refpect  to  the  great  objeCt  for 
which  it  had  fummoned  this  con¬ 
vention,  the  obtaining  immediate 
relief  for  its  prefent  moll  urgent  ne- 
ceffities ;  particularly  the  failure  of 
raffing  1 1 2  millions  of  livres  upon 
the  expeCted  territorial  impoils 
(which  the  miniders  held  out  as  a 
matter  of  fuch  indifpenfable  necef¬ 
fity,  that  government  could  fcarccly 
otherwife  exercife  its  neceffary  func¬ 
tions)  could  not  but  be  greatly  dif- 
treffing. 

The  king,  however,  bore  the  dii- 
appointment  with  fuch  admirable 
temper,  that  the  convention  and  he 
parted  with  every  appearance  of  the 
raofl  perfeCt  confidence  and  good 
humour  on  both  fidcs.  In  his 

Mav  2 cth  fJ?eech’  °n  diffo!v:nS 

^  ^  *  uie  aflembly,  he  ac- 

knowlcdged,  that  they  had  fulfilled 


his  expectations  m  affifting  him  with 
their  counfels,  and  delivering  their 
fentiments  with  that  freedom  and 
truth  which  he  was  ever  willing  to 
hear.  That  he  was  thoroughly  fa- 
tisfied  with  their  indefatigable  zeal 
and  attention  in  examining  the  ob¬ 
jects  he  had  communicated  or  re¬ 
commended  to  them.  That  they 
had  not  only  properly  enquired  into 
various  abufes,  but  had  fuggefled 
the  means  for  reforming  them. 
That  they  had  done  much  towards 
the  attainment  of  the  grand  objeCt, 
of  reducing  the  expences  of  the  ft  ate 
to  a  level  with  the  public  revenues, 
by  the  accurate  enquiry  which  they 
made  into  the  deficiencies  and  their 
caufes,  by  pointing  out  the  different 
oeconomical  favings  which  might 
properly  be  effected,  and  in  afford¬ 
ing  time  for  the  effect  to  operate, 
by  the  temporary  provffional  taxes 
which  for  the  intermediate  time 
they  had  recommended  as  the  mod 
proper  to  be  laid  upon  his  fubjeCts. 
He  concluded  by  declaringthe  great 
comfort  he  had  in  thinking,  that 
the  form  and  method  of  thefe  new 
impofls  would  not  be  fo  burthenfome 
as  thofe  of  former  times  ;  the  only 
wi  fh  of  his  heart  being  that  of  ren¬ 
dering  his  people  as  contented  and 
as  happy  as  poffible. 

Thus  was  a  mod  unexpected  open¬ 
ing  made  (whatever  the  final  event 
may  be)  towards  the  redoration  of 
the  ancient  Gallic  conflitution  ;  a 
coiffiitution,  however  defective  i 
feme  refpe&s  it  might  be,  which,  in 
common  with  other  feudal  govern¬ 
ments,  lodged  the  foie  power  of 
granting  or  withholding  fubfidies, 
and  confequently  of  levying  impofls 
upon  the  people  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  dates  of  the  kingdom 
colleCtively  aflembled.  This-  con¬ 
flitution  was  drd  feverely  ffiaken 
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through  the  diford ers  and  confufion 

o 

which  the  laft  long  and  bloody  wars 
carried  on  by  the  Englhh  in  the 
heart  of  the  kingdom  occafioned  ; 
for  they  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
Charles  the  feventh,  or  indeed  laid 
him  under  a  neceffity,  of  raifmg 
money  upon  the  fubjedl,  for  the 
common  defence,  at  his  own  will. 
This  example  was  followed  up,  and 
nearly  carried  to  its  utmofl  extent, 
by  his  crafty  and  arbitrary  fucceffor 
.Louis  the  Xlth  ;  but  though  the 
canftitution  was  laid  proftrate,  it 
was  not  abfolutely  deprived  of  ex- 
fftence,  until  it  received  its  mortal 
wound  under  the  hands  of  that  able, 
fucceisful,  wicked,  and  cruel  ftatef- 
man,  cardinal  Richelieu,  in  the  reign 
of  Louis  the  XUIth,  whofe  crooked 
policy,  the  mere  effedlually  tofecure 
his  purpofe,  nearly  extinguiihed  the 
aheient.  nobility,  reducing  to  beg¬ 
gary  tbofe  who  efcaped  the  fword 
or  the  fcaffold,  and  thereby  lay¬ 
ing  the  fplrit  of  the  nation  in  the 
duft. 

The  difufe  of  the  meetings,  of  the 
{fates  general  had  thrown-  great 
power  and  authority  into  the  hands 
of  the  parliaments  of  the  kingdom, 
and  had  been  the  means  of  fhed- 
ding  a  luftre  and  dignity  on  their 
proceedings,  and  of  affording  them 
a  weight  with  the  uublic,  from 
whence  they  were  enabled  to  derive 
a  degree  of  confequence  founded  on 
opinion,  which  far  tranfeeaded  the 
powers  they  were  invefted  with  :  in 
their  original  confutation,  If  or 
thefe  bodies,  which  were  mere  courts 
of  juftice,  being  now  the  only  in¬ 
termediate  authority  between  the 
lovereign  and  the  people,  were  na¬ 
turally  Iboked  up  to  \>y  thefe,  as 
their  only  fhield  again  ft  the  violence 
and  oppteffion  of  the  crown  ;  while 
the  kings  themfelves  were  fully  fen- 


fible  of  the  benefit  of  fuch  a  medium, 
in  giving  a  fandfion  to  the  taxes 
which  their  prodigality,  or  the  oe- 
cafions  of  government*  inceffantly 
demanded,  or  at  leaft  of  taking  off 
fome  part  of  the  odium  arifing  from 
them. 

The  parliaments  held  the  office  of 
regiftering  the  king’s  edidts ;  by 
which  nothing  more  was  probably 
at  firft  underftood  or  intended,  than 
to  eftablifh  their  validity.  In  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  however,  and  by  feiz- 
ing  favourable  opportunities,  the 
parliaments  endeavoured  to  convert 
(and  in  a  great  meafure  fucceeded) 
this  adt  of  mere  regiftry,  into  a 
right  of  examining  into,  and  deter¬ 
mining  upon  the  propriety  of  the 
ordinances  which  thus  came  before 
them,  and  from  thence  affumed  an 
abfolute  negative  upon  the  money 
edicts,  by  refufing  to  regifter  thofe 
which  did  not  meet  their  approba¬ 
tion.  This  affumption  of  power 
was  fupported  by  the  popularity  ne« 
ceffarily  attending  all  oppofition  to 
pecuniary  impofitions,  the  parlia¬ 
ments  having  the  advantage  of  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  light  of  protedtors 
to  the  peopL,  without  being  impli¬ 
cated  in  Jury  of  the  harfh  and  fe- 
verer  duties  of  government.  Their 
refifta*c;e  of  fifeal  edidts  became  ac¬ 
cordingly'  a.  fource  of  frequent  and 
great  difputes  with  the  crown,  in 
which  fometimes  the  one  and  fome- 
times  the  other  fide  gave  way,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ftate  of  things,  and 
the  temper  prevalent  on  either ;  the 
parliaments  in  feveral  inftances 
braving  all  the  indignation  of  the 
crown,  and  enduring  with  wonder¬ 
ful  fortitude,  banifhment,  imprifon- 
ment,  degradation  from  the  exer- 
cife  of  their  funbtions,  and  in  fome 
cafes  total  ruin  to  their  families  by 
the  final  lofs  of  their  places,  all  of 
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which  they  had  purchafed,  and  were 
virtually  their  private  eftates.  All 
thefe  contefts  necefiarily  tended  to 
endear  the  parliaments  more  to  the 
people  (who  conlidered  them  as 
martyrs  in  the  caufe  of  the  public ), 
and  to  increafe  their  confequence 
with  the  crown. 

It  is  then  eakly  underflood,  that 
the  refloration  of  the  ancient  con- 
ditution,.  and  the  frequent  affem- 
blage  of  the  dates  general,  would 
in  a  great  mcafure  deprive  the  par¬ 
liaments  of  the  authority  which  they 
had  affumed  and  acquired  during  the 
long  remifiion  of  thofe  meetings  ; 
that  they  would  dwindle  into  their 
original  date  of  mere  regiders  and 
courts  of  law  ;  and  that  the  people 
would  foon  be  weaned  from  that  af¬ 
fection  and  reverence  with  which 
they  had  fo  long  regarded  them  ; 
a  confequence  wdiich  would  have 
been  more  fenfibly  felt  by  generous 
minds,  than  the  mere  lofs  of  autho¬ 
rity  abdraCtealy  conlidered. 

Under  thefe  circumdances,  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  the  mod  difinterefted 
patriotifm,  could  induce  the  parlia¬ 
ments  to  with  for,  much  lefs  in  any 
degree  to  further  fuch  a  revolution 
in  the  date  and  government,  how¬ 
ever  great  its  utility  to  the  public 
in  general  might  be  ;  for  to  fuppofe 
that  a  majority  in  any  numerous  af- 
fembly  fhould  adopt  the  generous 
refolution  of  making  fuch  facrifices, 
was  to  fuppofe  fuch  degrees  of  ex¬ 
alted  virtue  and  felf-denial  to  pre¬ 
vail  in  the  breads  of  men,  as  no 
modern  experience  could  warrant 
either  the  politician  or  moralid  in 
expedling. 

Yet  to  the  honour  of  that  affem- 
bly,  the  parliament  of  Paris,  who 
are  no  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
who  owre  them  no  obligation,  and 
who  are  not  accountable  to  them  for 
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any  part  of  their  conduCt,  difplayed 
this  exalted  value.  The  queftion.^ 
of  petitioning  the  king  to  affcmble  ’’ 
the  general  dates  had  been  twice 
propofed,  and  twice  negatived,  after 
the  breaking  up  of  the  notables ; 
the  patriotic  minorities  were  however 
very  conlidcrable  on  each  divifion. 
Thefe  dill  perfevering  in  their  in¬ 
tention,  feized  the  fair  opportunity 
which  fortune  offered,  of  new  dis¬ 
putes  arifmg  between  the  crowrv 
and  the  parliament,  upon  the  fub- 
jedl  of  new  taxes  which  were  pro¬ 
pofed  by  the  former,  and  refufed  by 
the  latter.  At  that  jundfure,  while 
the  minds  of  men  were  wrarmed  by 
the  coated,  and  apprehenfive  of  the 
exertions  of  power  that  might  be 
adopted,  they  brought  on  the  quef- 
tion  again,  and  nobly  carried  it  by 
a  majority  of  dxty  to  forty  ;  upon 
which  dxteen  deputies  were  imme¬ 
diately  appointed  to  convey  the  pe¬ 
tition  in  form,  and  with  the  greater 
effedl,  to  the  king. 

The  notables  not  having  afforded 
any  relief  that  could  at  all  fupplv 
the  immediate  urgent  neceffities  of 
government,  the  crowrn  was  obliged 
to  recur  to  its  ufual  mode  of  railing 
money  by  the  king’s  edidls.  A- 
mong  the  meafures  propofed  for  this 
purpofe,  was  the  doubling  of  the 
poll-tax,  the  re-edablifhment  of  the 
third-twentieth,  and  a  damp-duty.. 
But  though  fubddies  were  indiipenf- 
able,  the  king  was  willing  to  gra¬ 
tify  the  parliament  in  the  manner 
of  railing  them.  The  parliament, 
however  remonftrated  drongly  a- 
gaind  the  whole,  inlifting,  that  be¬ 
fore  they  granted,  or  concurred  in 
railing  any  money,  a  true  account 
of  the  date  of  the  finances,  a<nd  of 
the  purpofes  to  which  it  was  to  be 
applied,  fhould  be  laid  before  them. 

1  he  tax  upon  damps  became  the 

immediate 
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immediate  objecdof  contention  ;  and 
it  feemed  as  if  it  would  have  been 
attended  with  eonfequences  here, 
little  inferior  to  thofe  which  a  tax 
of  the  fame  nature  had  fo  fignally 
produced  in  another  part  of  the 
world.  The  parliaments  refufed  to 
regifter  the  edidf,  and  the  king  was 
obliged  to  apply,  as  the  laft  refort, 
to  his  abfolute  authority,  by  holding 
what  is  called  a  bed  of  juftice,  in 
compelling  them  to  that  meafure. 

It  was  upon  this  occafion  that  the 
count  d’ Artois,  the  king’s  youngeft 
brother,  who  had  before  flood  fa¬ 
vourably  in  the  public  opinion,  -for¬ 
feited  his  popularity  in  a  degree 
which  poffibly  may  never  be  reco¬ 
vered.  The  full  prefident  of  the 
parliament  having  in  a  very  fpirit- 
ed  fpeech  declared  the  caufes  upon 
which  that  body  grounded  their  re- 
fufal  of  regiftering  the  damp  tax, 
that  prince  uttered  pafiionately,  that 
“  if  he  were  king  they  fhould  com- 
iC  ply;”  upon  which  the  prefident, 
making  a  low  bow,  replied,  u  If 
£i  you  were  king,  I  fhould  fay  what 
*c  I  have  dene  now  ; — my  heart  is 
“  the  people’s,  my  underdanding  is 
my  own,  and  my  head  is  the 
“  king’s.”  , 

t  ,  On  the  day  after  the 

-to  z1-1,  regidry  of  the  edi<d, 
the  parliament  entered  a  formal  pro- 
ted  endued  with  a  new  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  extent  of  operation,  againft 
this  conceffion  which  had  been  ex¬ 
torted  from  them.  They  declared 
that  it  had  been  regidered  againd 
their  approbation  ai  d  content,  by 
the  king’s  exprefs  command  ;  that 
the  edidd  neither  ought  to,  nor  jhould 
have  any  force  ;  and  that  the  fil'd 
perfon  who  fhould  prefume  to  at¬ 
tempt  ~-»rry?ng  it  into  execution, 
fhould  be  adjudged  a  traitor,  and 
condemned  to  the  g  alleys.  This 


diredd  oppofition  of  the  parliament 
of  Paris  to  the  king’s  edidd  and  au¬ 
thority,  by  which  the  one  was  ren¬ 
dered  a  nullity,  and  the  other  quef- 
tioned  in  a  manner  that  reached  to 
its  very  exidence,  was  the  more 
alarming  and  formidable  from  its 
receiving  the  fanddion  of  all  the 
other  parliaments. 

Things  were  now  in  fuch  a  fitua- 
tion,  that  the  crown  was  under  an 
abfolute  neceffity  of  either  proceed¬ 
ing  to  extremities  in  the  fupport  of 
its  authority,  or  of  giving  up  for 
evermore  the  power  of  raifing  mo¬ 
ney  upon  any  occafion,  however  im¬ 
mediate  or  urgent,  without  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  parliament.  No  prince 
could  have  found  it  eafy  to  furrender 
an  authority  which  had  been  fo  long 
exercifed  by  his  predecefTors.  In 
the  mean  time  every  thing  bore  a 
very  unpleafing  afpedl  both  with 
refpedl  to  the  court  and  the  people. 
Paris  had,  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  difputes,  been  fo  filled  with 
troops,  that  it  carried  more  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  military  camp,  under 
military  law,  than  that  of  a  great 
and  peaceable  capital,  under  the 
government  of  a  civil  magidracy, 
and  its  own  municipal  laws.  AH 
the  avenues  to  the  palais ,  where  the 
different  chambers  of  parliament 
hold  their  meetings,  were  particu¬ 
larly  and  continually  occupied  by 
foldiers  ;  and  the  members  had  the 
fatsfaddion  of  palling  through  rows 
of  bayonets  in  the  way  to  and  from 
their  dwelling  houfes.  Indeed  the 
Parif  an  s  afforded  in  fome  degree  a 
colour  for  this  meafure,  by  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  before  unheard-of  li¬ 
cence  which  they  affumed  in  words, 
in  writing,  and  in  adding  upon  pub¬ 
lic  and  political  affairs.  The  in- 
tereft  which  they  now  took  in  thefe 
matters  was  fo  great,  and  they  ex- 
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breffed  themfelves  with  fuch  free¬ 
dom  upon  them,  that  a  Granger,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  prefence  of 
the  troops,  might  well  have  ima¬ 
gined  himfelf  furrounded  by  repub¬ 
licans.  This  licence  was  carried  to 
fuch  a  length  by  the  populace,  that 
even  a  military  force  could  not  pro¬ 
tect  the  count  d’ Artois  (who  had 
the  fortune  of  doing  feveral  late 
things  that  rendered  him  difagree- 
able)  from  Meeting  with  the  ftrong- 
eft  marks  of  public  indignation  and 
averfion  ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
Monfieur,  the  king’s  next  brother, 
by  purfuing  a  different  line  of  con¬ 
duct,  was  loaded  with  praifes  2nd 
benedictions  whenever  he  appear¬ 
ed. 

In  about  a  week  after  the  parlia¬ 
ment  had  entered  the  proteft,  an 
officer  of  the  French  guards  with  a 
party  of  foldiers,  went  at  break  of 
day  to  the  hcufe  of  each  individual 
member,  to  hgnify  to  him  the  king’s 
command,  that  he  fhould  immedi¬ 
ately  get  into  his  carriage  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Troyes,  without  writing  or 
fpeaking  to  any  perfon  out  of  his 
own  houfe  before  his  departure. 
Thefe  orders  being  ferved  upon  all 
at  the  fame  inftant,  and  carried  into 
immediate  execution,  all  diforder 
was  thereby  fo  effectually  prevent¬ 
ed,  that  the  parliament  was  well 
on  its  way  to  the  fcene  of  banifh- 
ment,  before  the  Parifians  knew  any 
thing  of  what  happened.  Troyes  is 
a  confiderable  city  cf  Champagne, 
which  lies  about  feventy  miles  from 
Paris. 

Before  matters  were  carried  to 
this  extremity,  a  remonftrance  had, 
in  the  latter  end  of  July,  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  king  from  the  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  a  piece  which,  whether  it  be 
confidered  with  refpeCl  to  eloquence, 
force  of  reafoning,  or  public  fpirit, 
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has  not  been  exceeded,  perhaps 
equalled,  by  any  fimilar  document 
in  modern  times  ;  and  which  muff 
prove  a  handing  monument,  not 
only  of  the  virtue  and  patriotifm, 
but  of  the  uncommon  abilities  which 
were  comprized  in  that  illufbrious 
body. 

They  firft  obferve*  that  after  a 
glorious  peace  of  five  years,  and  a 
great  increafe  of  revenue  for  thir¬ 
teen,  (through  the  funds  then  aff 
iigned)  it  was  generally  hoped,  that 
the  name  of  impolt  ffiould  never 
again  be  heard  from  the  lips  of  a 
benevolent  monarch,  excepting  only 
in  rendering  it  lefs  onorous,  and  in 
diminiffiing  the  number  of  thofe  al¬ 
ready  laid.  What  was  then  their 
aftonifhment  when  they  were  in¬ 
formed  that  new  taxes  were  projeil- 
ing  by  the  notables  !  but  how  much 
greater  Hill  was  it  when  they  heard 
that  a  new  one  of  a  moll  diHreffing 
and  pernicious  kind,  was  to  be  of¬ 
fered  for  the  approbation  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ! — And,  they  declared,  that 
the  bare  propofal  of  a  duty  *>n 
ftamped  paper,  had  already  alarm¬ 
ed  every  individual  in  the  nation. 

They  Hated,  with  equal  force  and 
eloquence,  the  interefted  motives 
which  operated  upon  miniffers  and 
courtiers  in  preventing  truth  from 
approaching  the  throne ;  and  in 
Ihewing  every  thing  to  the  monarch 
through  a  delufive  and  falfe  medi¬ 
um.  That  if  any  fyftem  of  oeco- 
nomy  or  reform  was,  however,  pro- 
pofed,  the  whole  tribe  immediately 
echoed  the  words  from  one  to  ano¬ 
ther,  and  feemed  to  embrace  it  with 
the  greateft  eagernefs  ;  at  the  fame 
time  that  all  their  art  and  induftry 
was  ufed  to  throw  fuch  difficulties 
in  the  way  as  fhould  prevent  its 
fuccefs,  and  thereby  excite  a  didalle 
to  all  future  attempts  of  the  fame 

nature. 
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nature.  To  fuch  Unifier  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  to  a  continued  courfe  of 
fuch  deception  and  impofitiop,  they 
without  referve,  attributed  ail  the 
didrefies  of  the  date,  and  all  the 
evils  and  misfortunes  of  the  nation. 
—They  reminded  the  king  how 
they  had  drove  in  the  years  1784 
and  1785,  to  give  him  a  faithful 
picture  of  the  real  dtuation  of  the 
itate  ;  his  parliament  then  did  every 
thing  in  their  power,  but  in  vain, 
to  place  truth  in  its  cleared  light  ; 
they  fa w  that  the  'terrible  dtuation 
of  public  affairs  required  an  imme¬ 
diate  and  eideacious  remedy  ;  but 
the  rainiders  had  too  great  an  inte- 
red  in  concealing  the  truth  to  differ 
it  to  prevail ;  -  all  their  endeavours 
accordingly  proved  fruitlefs  ;  and 
feme  of  his  council  went  fo  far  rs 
to  induce  him  to  fufpedt  the  purity 
of  their  patriotic  intentions. 

They  endeavour  to  draw  in  the 
paffiong  as  auxiliaries  to  reafon  and 
argument.  .  The  notables,  they  fay, 
had  withdrawn  the  veil  that  covered 
an  undermining-  adminidration :  a 
dreadful  fpedf acle  prefented  itfelf  to 
the  eye  of  an  adoniihed  nation.  They 
then  reprefent  with  much  pathos, 
the  grievous  feiifations  which  mud 
have  afflibted  the  monarch’s  pater¬ 
nal  heart  at  fuch  a  difeovery  !  How 
fay  they,  mud  your  aftonidiment 
and  furrow  have  encreafed,  when  you 
redeemed  on  the  fatal  errors  in  which 
you  had  fo  long  been  purpofely  in¬ 
volved  by  your  minifters  ! — Such  is 
the  confequence,  lire,  when  the 
choice  of  mmiders  dills  on  perfons 
that  are  obnoxious  to  the  nation  in 
general :  fuch  is  the  great  but  fad 
example  that  fhews  to  fovereigns 
the  refpect  due  to  public  opinion, 
feldom  fufceptible  of  error,  becaufe 
mankind  ccile&ively  feldom  gives 
or  receives  an  impreffion  contrary 
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to  truth.— They  oppofe  to  this  the 
narrow  and  interefted  views  of  in¬ 
triguing  and  greedy  courtiers.  They 
ffiew,  in  a  department  where  the 
pured  hands  are  feldom  pure  enough* 
the  circumdances  that  nearly  compel 
a  minider  to  depart  from  his  rec¬ 
titude.  The  fird  wrong  dep  inevi¬ 
tably  leads  to  others  ;  no  limits  can 
circumfcribe  the  minider  who  once 
fwerves  from  his  duty  ;  abufes  rife 
upon  abufes,  until  the  diforder  be¬ 
comes  fatal ;  or,  if  a  remedy  can  yet 
be  found,  the  cure,  however  cer¬ 
tain,  mud  be  difficult  and  tedious* 
They  date  the  facility  with  which 
evil  takes  place,  and  the  long  con¬ 
tinuance  of  its  effedls  :  for  though  it 
be  only  in  a  fmgle  indance,  whole 
years  may  be  found  fcarcely  fuffib 
cient  to  remedy  the  mifehiefs  which 
it  occafions.  And  they  call  upon 
the  king  to  paufe  awhile  upon  aia- 
lutary  rebellion,  whofe  importance 
has  been  acknowledged  by  all  good 
monarchs- — That  the  vices  of  a  bad 
adminidration,  and  their  common 
confequence,  the  involuntary  errors 
of  a  jud  monarch,  may  forely  en¬ 
tail  didrefs  upon  future  generati¬ 
ons. 

On  the  fubject  of  taxes  they  de¬ 
clare,  that  all  kuids  of  impods 
ihould  be  proportioned  to  the  ne- 
ceffary  wants  of  the  nation,  and 
Ihould  end  with  them  ;  that  each 
citizen  contributes  a  part  of  his 
property  for  the  purpofe  of  main¬ 
taining  public  lafety  and  private 
tranquillity ;  that  the  people,  on 
fuch  principles,  founded  on  the  rights 
of  mankind,  and  confirmed  by  rea¬ 
fon,  fliould  never  increafe  their  con¬ 
tributions,  until  the  expences  of 
the  date  have  undergone  all  the 
favings,  alterations,  and  amend¬ 
ments,  of  which  they  are  capable. 
— And  they  drongly  afferted,  that 

neither 
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neither  the  parliaments,  nor  any 
other  authority,  laving  only  that 
proceeding  from  the  united  fenfe  of 
the  nation  on  the  three  eilates  of 
the  kingdom  collectively  alfembled, 
could  warrant  the  laying  of  any 
permanent  tax  upon  the  people. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  leading 
features  of  this  able  performance. 

The  flop  put  to  public  bufinefs, 
and  the  diforders  occafioned  by  the 
banifhment  of  the  parliament,  were 
fo  fenfibly  felt,  and  the  diflatisfac- 
tion  of  the  people  upon  that  event 
was  fo  great,  that  the  crown  could 
not  long  perfevere  in  maintaining 
that  hoitile  mark  of  its  refentment. 
The  court  was  alfo  in  itfelf  fo  ap¬ 
parently  weak  and  divided,  and 
fuch  continual  changes  taking  place 
in  the  different  departments  c*f 
date,  that  it  evidently  wanted  every 
thing  which  could  confer  dignity  on 
its  conduCt,  or  afford  liability  to  its 
meafures.  Some  appearance  of  vi¬ 
gour  was,  however,  alfumed  by  pub- 
liihing  an  ediCt,  by  which  the  late 
refolutions  of  the  parliament  were 
declared  to  be  illegal  and  null  ;  but 
no  meafures  being  purfued  to  give 
effeCl  to  this  ediCt,  nor  no  attempt 
made  to  enforce  the  taxes,  it  paiTed 
as  nothing.  But  the  turbulence  of 
the  Parilians  was  effectually  curbed 
by  placing  12,000  troops  as  a  guard 
upon  them  ;  and  befides  the  con¬ 
tinual  patroles  by  night  and  day, 
fubaltern  officers,  with  fmail  de¬ 
tachments  of  foldiers,  were  polled 
at  the  corners  of  all  the  ftreets. 
The  king  in  the  mean  while,  under 
the  hope  of  thereby  mollifying  the 
people,  being  employed  in  making 
continual  retrenchments  in  his 
houfhold  and  other  departments. 

The  chamber  of  accounts,  and 
the  court  of  aids,  two  bodies  next 
in  ranjc  to  the  parliament,  having 


likevvife  protelled  againfl  the  new 
taxes,  and  petitioned  the  king  to 
hold  an  affembly  of  the  dates  gene¬ 
ral,  as  the  only  means  of  reitoring 
the  public  confidence  and  tranquil¬ 
lity,  the  monarch  in  forne  parts  of 
his  anfwer  feemed  fomewhat  to  de- 
fcend  from  the  haughtinefs  of  his 
late  predeceifors,  by  entering  into 
what  appeared  like  fome  judifica- 
tion  of  his  conduCl,  without  a  for¬ 
mal  aflumption  of  that  name  'or 
charader.  He  however  fet  out  on 
high  ground,  by  telling  them  that 
it  was  not  the  bufmefs  of  his  courts 
of  juftice  to  demand  a  convocation 
of  the  dates  general ;  it  belonged 
to  him  alone  to  determine  whether 
it  was  proper  ;  and  as  he  faw  it  was 
not  necedary,  they  diould  not  have 
renewed  their  demand  :  that  he 
already  done  more  for  his  people 
than  they  now  require  :  that  he 
had  granted  them  provincial  adem- 
blies,  which  were  the  mod  compe¬ 
tent  to  make  known  the  wants  and 
widies  of  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and 
that  he  diould  never  oppefe  what¬ 
ever  the  wants  of  the  people  might 
require  :  that  he  had  transferred  his 
parliament  from  Paris  to  Troyes, 
becaufe  that  affembly  had  excited 
a  ferment  among  the  people,  which 
their  prefence  would  only  ferve  to 
foment  and  increafs-:  that  he  diould 
judge  of  the  proper  time  for  its  re- 
doration  :  that  his  principal  objeCt 
had  ever  been  the  difeovery  of  the 
truth  :  that  it  was  his  duty  to  infill 
upon  his  full  power  in  having  his 
ediCts  regidered  ;  if  there  were  any 
inconveniences  in  the  execution  of 
them,  his  parliament  was  wrong  in 
not  making  him  acquainted  with 
them  :  that  he  diould  receive  with 
pleafure  their  (the  two  petitioning 
courts)  remarks  and  Applications  ; 
they  might  expeCt  every  thing  from 
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his  jiiffice  and  his  regard  for  his 
people  ;  but  that  they  ought  to  con- 
fider  the  combination  of  circum- 
ffances,  and  to  obferve  that  he 
was  under  a  neceffity  of  purfuing 
fuch  meafures  as  would  beff  enable 
him  to  fulfil  his  engagements  faith¬ 
fully. 

While  things  were  in  this  fitua- 
„  ,  tion,  the  unexpected 

1 3to-  arrival,  without  li- 
cence  or  notice,  of  the  niff  prefident 
of  the  parliament  from  Troyes  at 
Verfailles,  while  it  furprized  every 
body,  afforded  a  gleam  of  fatisfac- 
tion  and  hope  to  the  public.  The 
prefident  was  difpatched  by  that 
body  to  the  king,  to  reprefent  in 
ftrong  colours  the  ruinous  fituation 
to  which  his  country  would  be  in¬ 
evitably  reduced  by  a  perfeverance 
in  thofe  meafures  which  be  had 
been  advifed  to  purfue  ;  that  all 
public  bufmefs  was  at  a  Hand  $  and 
that,  though  the  confequences  of 
fuch  a  Hate  of  things  could  not  be 
exactly  known,  yet  it  was  evident 
that  diforder  and  confufion,  and  per¬ 
haps  danger  to  the  public  tranquil¬ 
lity,  were  the  probable  refults.  As 
the  court  wifhed  for  the  occafion,  a 
negociation  immediately  commenc¬ 
ed,  and  an  accommodation  foon 
took  place.  The  king  agreed  to 
give  up  the  damp  duty,  and  the  ter¬ 
ritorial  impoil,  as  well  as  to  give 
fatisfaCtion  to  the  parliament,  in 
Tome  other  rcfpeCls  ;  while  all  that 
we  find  obtained  from  that  body, 
was  their  agreeing  to  regiHer  the 
patent  ,by  which  the  archbifiiop  of 
T'houloufe  was  conilituted  firH  mi- 
niffer  of  Hate.  Probably  there 
might  have  been  feme  other  arrange¬ 
ments. 

In  the  mean  time  the  flame  of 
liberty  was  burillng  forth  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  a 
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degree  of  violence  fuited  to  its 
long  luppreffion  ;  and  the  provinces 
feemed  to  emulate  each  other  in 
their  demonffrations  of  its  opera¬ 
tion,  by  the  boldnefs  and  energy  of 
their  proceedings.  Among  various 
inffances  of  this  nature,  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Grenoble  ffruck  direAly  at 
the  uneonffitutional  authority  fo 
long  exercifed  by  the  crown  in  if- 
iuing  leitres  de  cachet ,  that  moH 
odious  and  terrible  engine  of  arbi¬ 
trary  poWer  ;  for  this  afl'embly  paff- 
ed  a  decree,  by  which  it  \yas  ren¬ 
dered  a  capital  crime  for  any  per- 
fon,  under  any  authority,  to  at¬ 
tempt  executing  thofe  letters  within 
their  juriidiAion. 

It  was  in  this  courfe  of  things  that 
the  meafures  purified  and  prepara¬ 
tions  made  by  the  kings  of  Great 
Britain  and  Pruffia,  clearly  indi¬ 
cated  their  defign  of  taking  fuch  a 
direA  and  aAive  part  in  the  affairs 
of  Holland,  as  could  not  fail,  with¬ 
out  an  opposition  equally  powerful, 
to  be  the  means  of  refforing  the 
ftadtholder  to  his  rights  ;  and  even 
of  extending,  if  the  combined  povv- 
ers  fhould  be  fo  inclined,  the  au¬ 
thority  of  that  prince  to  any  pitch 
they  might  think  proper  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  republic,  fo  as  per¬ 
haps  to  new-model  or  totally  over¬ 
throw  its  conffitution.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  embarraffing 
or  more  alarming  to  the  court  flf 
Verfailles  than  this  conduct  of  the 
new  allies  ;  which  was  rendered  Hill 
more  io  by  the  untoward  fituatioh 
of  affairs  at  home. 

But  if  France  had  not  even  been 
clogged  with  any  incumbrance  at 
home  to  reffrain  her  activity,  fhe 
was  not  able  fmgly  to  withffand  the 
e  fie  As  of  this  powerful  union,  which 
Mas  already  rendered  more  formi¬ 
dable  by  the  meafure  adopted  by 

*  Great 
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Great  Britain,  of  retaining  12,000 
HeiTian  troops  in  her  fervice,  and 
her  being  befices  capable  of  in- 
creafing  her  auxiliary  force  to  an 
unknown  amount,  by  the  influence 
which  money  was  fure  to  procure 
with  other  hates  of  the  empire.  Nor 
would  the  intervention  even  of 
Spain  in  the  couteft  (fuppofing  that 
could  be  obtained,  which  is  very 
doubtful)  be  fufficient  to  render  the 
balance  equal,  confidering  the  dif- 
tance,and  other  circumftances,  which 
mud  have  rendered  the  aid  of  that 
power  in  a  great  degree  inefficient, 
while  it  could  not  but  be  productive 
of  much  lofs  and  danger  to  herfelf. 
The  emperor  alone  might  have 
turned  the  fcale  ;  but  befides  that 
we  have  no  certainty  of  the  real 
cordiality  fubfifting  between  the 
two  courts,  he  was  fo  deeply  in¬ 
volved  in  his  own  ambitious  fchemes, 
and  fo  far  engaged  in  the  over¬ 
whelming  projects  of  Ruflia,  that 
it  would  not  be  more  difficult  to 
detach  than  to  extricate  him  from 
them. 

Such  was  the  combination  of  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  compelled  France 
at  this  time  to  abandon  that  uncon¬ 
trolled  influence  in  the  affairs  of 
Holland,  which  a  ftill  more  lingular 
concurrence  of  circumftances  had 
thrown  into  her  hands,  and  which  a 
long  feries  of  political  art,  intrigue, 
and  addrefs,  and  no  fmall  wafte  of 
treafure,  had  fo  firmly  eftablifhed, 
that  it  did  not  feem  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  fliaken,  at  leaft,  in  our  days. 
It  was  befides  a  grievous  mortifica¬ 
tion  to  her  pride,  and  a  ferious 
wound  to  her  public  faith,  thus  to 
facrihce  a  people  whom  fhe  had  led 
Hep  by  ftep  into  misfortune  and 
ruin  ;  or  if  her  faith  was  vindicated 
on  the  plea  of  necefllty,  that  would 
be  an  acknowledgment  of  a  weak- 
Vol.  XXIX. 


nefs  fo  deplorable,  as  rendered  her 
incapable  of  fulfilling  her  engage¬ 
ments,  and  fupportfbg  her  allies. 
France  did  not,  however,  fubmit 
to  make  this  facrifice,  without  a 
flruggle  ;  and  it  is  probable  that 
under  the  firft  impulies  of  her  in¬ 
dignation,  flie  intended  to  pufli 
matters  to  the  laft  extremity. 

Upon  the  firft  appearance  or  fuf- 
picion  of  the  meafures  which  Great 
Britain  and  Pruffia  were  on  the 
point  of  adopting,  France  difpatch- 
cd  a  private  memorial  to  each  of 
thefe  courts,  calculated  to  prevent 
their  direCt  interference  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Holland,  by  declaring,  that 
fne  was  abfolutely  determined  her¬ 
felf  not  to  take  any  part  in  the  com¬ 
motions  of  Holland,  any  farther 
than  by  the  exertion  ot  her  good 
offices  as  a  mediator,  provided  that 
other  powers  obferved  the  fame  mo¬ 
deration  ;  but  that  if  any  other 
power  fliould  take  up  arms  either 
for  or  againft  the  republic,  France 
could  no  longer  hold  herielf  bound 
to  this  determination,  but  fliould 
then  think  herfelf  obliged  to  aft  as 
the  exigency  of  affairs  might  re¬ 
quire. 

Upon  advice  fome  time  after  that 
England  was  equipping  a  ftrong 
fquadron  of  men  ot  war  at  Porti- 
mouth,  the  court  of  Verfaiiles  lent 
orders  to  equip  16  fail  of  the  line 
at  Bred  for  immediate  fervice  ;  and 
recalled  at  the  fame  time  a  fqua¬ 
dron  of  evolution,  which  was  rhen 
exercifing  naval  manoeuvres  on  the 
coaft  ot  Portugal.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  affembling  of  a  body 
of  troops  at  Givet,  on  the  borders 
of  Liege,  on  the  Maer. 

The  courts  of  London  and  Ber¬ 
lin  purfued  their  fyftem  fteadiiy, 
without  paying  any  other  regard  to 
the  warlike  pieparations  in  France, 
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than  that  of  being  in  readinefs  to 
oppofe  them  with  effect.  That  of 
Great  Britain  prefented  a  decla¬ 
ration  to  the  neighbouring  courts 
more  immediately  concerried9  af- 
figning  the  caufes  which  rendered  it 
neceffary  to  that  kingdom  to  purl’ue 
the  meafures  which  fhe  had  adopted 
in  arming,  and  which  particularly 
relied  upon  the  notification  made 
by  France  of  her  intention  to  fup- 
port  with  her  forces  that  party  in 
Holland  which  had  oppoied  the 
rights  of  the  ftadtholder,  and  which 
refilled  to  give  that  fatisfadfion  to 
the  king  of  Pruffia  for  the  infult 
offered  to  his  filler  the  princefs  of 
Orange,  which  he  had  fo  juft  a  right 
to  demand  ;  that  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty  could  not  confider  the  alliance 
between  France  and  the  whole  re¬ 
public  as  at  all  jollifying  her  en¬ 
gagement  to  fupport  a  particular 
party  in  an  affair  exprefsly  dis¬ 
avowed  by  the  Hates  general  $  that 
he  had  repeatedly  declared,  that  it 
was  impoflible  for  him  to  fuffer  with 
indifference  the  armed  interpolation 
of  France  in  this  affair,  tor  that  his 
toleration  of  it  would  produce  con- 
fequences  very  dangerous,  not  only 
with  refpedl  to  the  conftitution  and 
independence  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  but  to  the  interefts  and  fafety 
of  his  own  Hates  ;  but  that  though 
he  had  from  ihefe  caufes  been  under 
a  neceffity  of  equipping  a  conuder- 
ab!e  naval  armament,  and  of  in- 
creafing  his  land  forces,  he  would 
ftiil  with  pleafure  preferve  the  blef- 
fings  of  peace  to  his  own  fubjedfs 
as  well  as  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  if 
France  would  retract  her  refolution, 
and  concur  in  fettling  the  impaired 
affairs  of  the  republic  in  an  amica¬ 
ble  manner,  and  according  to  an 
equitable  arrangement  of  the  con¬ 
tending  interefts. 


The  preparations  for  war  were, 
however,  ftill  carried  on  with  vigour 
on  both  fides  ;  but  when  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick  had  in  a  few  days 
over-run  Holland,  and  totally  over¬ 
thrown  the  laft  hope  of  the  republi¬ 
can  party  by  the  reduction  of  Am- 
fterdam,  France  appeared  in  the 
difcreditable  fituation  of  undertak¬ 
ing  a  war  without  a  motive  ;  as  the 
objedts  which  might  have  juffified 
or  palliated  the  meafure  in  their 
proper  fealon  were  no  longer  in  be¬ 
ing,  and  vexation  or  revenge  could 
only  be  afhgned  as  a  caufe  for  its 
prelent  adoption.  Betides,  the  ftates 
of  Holland  had  retradted  their  for¬ 
mer  application  for  fuccour,  and 
given  a  formal  notification  at  Ver- 
failies,  that  having  now  happily  ad- 
jufted  their  affairs,  there  was  no 
farther  occation  for  the  friendly  in¬ 
terpofition  of  that  court.  The  game 
in  Holland  was  now  likewife  evi¬ 
dently  up  ;  the  republic  had  adopt¬ 
ed  a  new  fyftem  of  policy ;  and 
however  mortifying  it  might  be  in 
the  refiedtion,  it  was  not  now  in  the 
power  of  France  to  undo  what  was 
already  done  in  that  country,  or  by 
any  means  to  recover  her  former 
influence. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  and 
in  the  diftradted  ftate  of  her  inter¬ 
nal  affairs,  France  had  only  to  wifh 
to  get  out  of  the  prefent  difficulty 
with  the  belt  grace  fhe  could,  and 
to  lhften  her  wailike  afpedt  as  foon 
as  the  appearance  of  a  fimilar  dif- 
pofition  on  the  other  fide  fhouid 
afford  a  fair  opportunity.  As  there 
was  nothing  now  to  quarrel  about, 
unlefs  it  was  the  mere  honour  of 
fighting,  this  opportunity  was  foOn 
offered  by  the  duke  of  ( 

Dorfet  and  Mr.  E'den,  ' 
the  Britifh  minifters  at  l7y7* 
Paiis,  who  prefented  a  declaration. 
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in  which  they  obferved,  that  as  the 
affairs  of  the  United  Provinces  no 
longer  left  any  fubjedt  of  difcuflion, 
and  (fill  lels  of  conteft  between  the 
two  courts,  they  were  authorized  to 
afk,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  king  to  carry  into  effect  the  no¬ 
tification  made  by  his  minifter  on 
the  1 6th  of  September,  which,  by 
announcing  that  fuccour  would  be 
given  in  Holland,  had  occafioned  the 
naval  armaments  made  by  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty,  and  which  had  fince 
become  reciprocal  ? — That  if  the 
court  of  Verfailles  was  difpofed  to 
explain  itfelf  on  this  fubjedt,  and 
upon  the  condudt  to  be  obferved  to¬ 
wards  the  republic,  in  a  manner 
conformable  to  the  defire  which 
had  been  expreffed  on  both  fides, 
of  preferving  the  good  underftand- 
ing  between  both  crowns;  and  it 
being  likewife  underftood  that  there 
is  no  view  of  hoftility  towards  any 
quarter  in  confequence  of  what  has 
paffed,  their  mailer,  ever  anxious 
to  concur  in  the  friendly  fentiments 
of  his  molt  chriflian  majefty,  would 
agree  with  him  that  the  atma- 
ments,  and  all  warlike  preparations 
in  general,  fhould  be  difcontinued 
on  both  fides,  and  that  the  navies 
of  both  nations  fhould  be  again 
placed  upon  the  footing  of  the  peace 
ellabliftiment,  as  it  flood  on  the 
firft  day  of  the  prefent  year. 

This  piece  produced  a  counter¬ 
declaration  on  the  fame  day,  figned 
by  M.  de  Montmorin,  the  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  the 
French  king  declared,  that  he  never 
had  any  intention  of  interfering  by 
force  in  the  affairs  ©f  the  republic  ; 
the  notification  was  palliated,  and 
it  was  acknowledged  that  the  mo¬ 
tives  to  it  no  longer  exifled ;  he 
declares,  that  he  readily  agrees  to 


give  no  effect  to  it  ;  concurs  in  the 
fentiments  of  his  Biitannic  majefty 
for  the  prefervation  ol  the  harmony 
between  the  two  courts  ;  and  agrees 
with  pleafure  to  the  propofal  that 
the  armaments,  and  in  general  all 
warlike  preparations,  fhould  be  dif¬ 
continued  on  both  fides,  and  the 
navies  placed  upon  the  peace  efta- 
blifhment  propofed.-— A  fihort  in- 
ftrument,  being  in  fome  fort  a  fum- 
mary  and  confirmation  of  the  fore¬ 
going  documents,  was  then  figned 
by  all  the  parties,  in  the  names  of 
their  refpedtive  fovereigns  ;  and 
thus  all  occafions  of  difference  for 
the  prefent  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions  were  happily  removed. 

A  few  days  previous  to  this  event, 
thepreftdent  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  in  a-  fpeech  to  the  king,  con¬ 
veyed  the  moft  ample  acknowledg¬ 
ments  from  that  body  of  their  grate¬ 
ful  fenfe  of  his  equity  and  juftice, 
and  of  his  affedtion  for  his  people, 
in  withdrawing  the  edidts  for  the 
ftamp~duty  and  the  land-tax,  ac¬ 
companied  with  affurances  of  their 
zealous  concurrence  ii  all  his  ma- 
jefty’s  beneficent  views  tor  reliev¬ 
ing  the  people,  and  rendering 
them  happy. — The  king’s  anfwer 
was  exceedingly  gracious,  contain¬ 
ing  profeffions  of  the  moft  perfedt 
confidence  in  the  fidelity  and  loyalty 
of  the  parliament,  and  of  the  great- 
eft  affedtion  for  his  fubjedts.  Thus 
room  was  afforded  to  hope,  that  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  public  tran¬ 
quillity  was  fecured  from  without, 
a  fimilar  conciliatory  difpofition 
would  have  prevailed  at  home. 

But  things  were  deftined  to  take 
a  turn  widely  different  from  thefe 
fond  hopes.— In  an  extraordinary 
full  meeting  of  the  parliament,  at¬ 
tended  by  all  the  princes  of  the 
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blood,  great  officers  of  (late,  and 

xt  peers  of  France,  the 

Nov.  iQth.  ;•  .  ,  ’  . 

7  king  arrived  at  nine 

o’clock  in  the  morning  at  the  palais 
in  Paris,  where  that  body  were  af- 
fembled.  The  king  brought  with 
him  two  edi£ts  to  be  regittered  by 
the  parliament,  the  one  being  for  a 
new  loan  to  the  amount  ot  450 
millions  of  livres  (near  19  millions 
of  pounds  in  Englifh  money)  and 
the  other  for  the  re-eftab!ifhment 
of  the  proteftants  in  all  their  an¬ 
cient  civil  rights  ;  a  meafure  which 
had  foine  time  before  been  warmly 
recommended  by  the  parliament, 
and  whole  progrefs  had  only  been 
impeded  by  the  late  difputes.— -  It 
might  almoft  feem  that  the  fecond 
of  thefe  edicts,  which  was  fo  great 
a  favourite  wiih  the  public,  had  ac¬ 
companied  the  other  in  order  to 
procure  it  the  better  reception. 

The  monarch  opened  the  way 
for  his  edicts  by  a  fpeech  of  un- 
ufual  length,  and  which  announced 
no  lefs  a  change  in  his  political 
temper  and  difpofition.  He  faid, 
he  had  come  there  to  recall  to  his 
parliament  thofe  principles  from 
which  the?  fhould  never  have  de- 
viated  ;  to  hear  what  they  had  to 
fay  upon  two  great  aCts  of  admi- 
niftration  and  legiflation  ;  and  final¬ 
ly,  to  reply  to  certain  repreienta- 
tions.  The  principles  which  he 
meant  to  recall  to  their  recollection 
were  part  of  the  efTence  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy,  and  he  would  not  fuffer 
them  to  be  evaded  or  changed.  He 
had  no  need  of  solicitation  to  af- 
femble  the  notables  of  his  king¬ 
dom.  He  fhould  never  be  afraid 
of  being  among  his  fubjeCts.  A 
king  of  France  was  never  tnore 
happy  than  when  he  enjoyed  their 
fidelity  and  affeCtion  ■„  but  it  was 
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he  alone  who  was  to  judge  of  the 
ufe  and  neceffity  of  thefe  aiTemblies, 
and  he  would  not  fuffer  himfelf  to 
be  indifcreetly  importuned  for  that 
which  ought  to  be  expected  from 
his  wifdom,  and  the  love  he  bore 
for  his  people,  whofe  interefts  were 
infeparable  from  his  own.  He  then 
proceeded  to  explain  the  nature  of 
the  loan  he  demanded,  to  point 
out  the  advantages  it  pofielfed  above 
others,  and  to  fhew  its  neceffity. 
After  which  he  touched  upon  the 
propriety  of  reftoring  the  proteftants 
to  their  natural  lights  and  due 
rank  in  fociety  ;  threw  feme  blame 
upon  the  parliament  of  Bourdeaux  ; 
and  then  returning  to  the  tone  of 
authority  on  which  he  fet  out,  de¬ 
clared  that  his  parliaments  ought 
to  reckon  upon  his  confidence  and 
aflfeCfion ;  but  they  ought  likewife 
to  merit  them,  by  confining  them- 
felves  within  the  functions  confided 
to  their  execution  by  the  kings 
his  predeceflors,  being  careful  nei¬ 
ther  to  depart  from  nor  to  relufe 
them  j  and  more  particularly  never 
to  fail  in  giving  to  his  fubjedts 
examples  of  fidelity  and  obedi¬ 
ence. 

Permiffion  being  then  announced 
for  every  member  of  the  affiembly 
to  deliver  his  fentiments  without 
reftraint,  a  very  warm  debate  com¬ 
menced  on  the  fubjeft  ot  the  loan, 
which  was  iupported  with  equal 
perfeverance  by  the  party  on  the 
fide  of  the  crown,  and  by  that 
which  oppofed  its  being  regiftered, 
until  about  fix  o’clock  ;  when  the 
king,  who  had  fat  nine  hours  with¬ 
out  refrefhment,  being  wearied  by 
the  length  of  the  arguments,  per¬ 
haps  chagrined  at  the  freedom  ufed 
in  them,  and  preffed  by  hunger, 
fuddenly  rofe,  and  commanded  the 
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edict  to  be  regiftered  without  fur¬ 
ther  delay.  This  compendious  me¬ 
thod  of  paffing  a  law,  moft  unex¬ 
pectedly  was  oppofed  by  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  who  confidering  it  as  a 
direCt  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
parliament,  immediately  protefted 
againft  the  whole  proceedings  of 
the  day,  as  being  thereby  rendered 
null  and  void.  The  king,  afto- 
nifhed,  however  repeated  his  or¬ 
ders,  and  then  quitting  the  affem- 
bly,  returned  to  Verfailles  without 
breaking  his  faft,  and  probably 
without  any  great  difpofition  to 
liften  to  future  debates  in  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Upon  the  king’s  departure  the 
parliament  refolved,  that  as  the 
votes  had  not,  according  to  their 
landing  orders,  been  regularly 
counted,  and  as  their  deliberations 
had  been  interrupted,  they  could 
not  coniider  themfelves  as,  having 
any  (hare  in  the  bufinefs  of  that 
fitting  ;  thereby  confirming  the 
duke  of  Orleans’s  proteft,  and  ren¬ 
dering  the  proceedings  totally  void. 
On  the  evening  of  the  following 
day,  the  baron  de  Breteuil  pre- 
fented  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  from  the  king,  in  which  he 
was  concifely  informed,  that  he  had 
reafon  to  be  diffatisfied  with  his 
conduCt  ;  that  he  ordered  him  to 
retire  to  Viliars  Cotterel  (one  of 
his  feats,  about  fifteen  leagues  from 
Paris)  where  he  was  to  receive  no 
company  except  that  of  his  own 
family  ;  that  he  fhould  depart  im¬ 
mediately,  and  lie  at  Reincy  (four 
leagues  from  Paris)  where,  for  the 
preient  night,  he  fbould  fee  none 
of  his  family,  nor  any  perfon  be¬ 
longing  to  his  houfe. — On  the  fame 
day  the  abhe  Sabatiere  and  M. 
Frereau,  both  members  of  the  par¬ 


liament,  and  who  had  both  diftin- 
guiihed  themfelves  in  the  late  de¬ 
bate,  were,  notwithftanding  the 
freedom  of  fpeech  which  was  then 
proclaimed,  both  taken  up  and 
lent  off  guarded,  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  lettres  de  cachet ,  the  firft  to 
the  prifon  of  Mont  St.  Michel  (an 
impregnable  and  almoft  inaccePible 
rock  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy) 
and  the  other  to  a  prifon  in  Pi¬ 
cardy. 

The  parliament  did  not  reft  con¬ 
tented  under  thefe  aCts  of  oppref- 
fion  offered  by  power  to  their  mem¬ 
bers.  On  the  following  day  they 
waited  on  the  king  at  Verfailles, 
where  the  firft  president  in  a  fhort 
fpeech  declared  their  aftoniftiment 
and  concern  at  underftanding  that  a 
prince  of  his  own  royal  blood  had 
been  exiled,  and  two  members  of 
their  body  imprifoned,  for  having 
declared  in  his  prefence  what  their 
duty  and  confciences  dictated  to 
them,  in  a  fitting  wherein  his  ma- 
jefty  himfelf  had  announced,  that 
he  came  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
affembly  by  a  plurality  of  fuffrages. 
That,  loft  in  confternation  as  they 
were  at  this  incident,  they  humbly 
fupplicated  his  majefty  to  reftore  to 
the  prince  of  his  blood,  and  to  the 
two  magiftrates,  the  liberty  which 
they  had  thus  loft. 

To  this  the  king  anfwered,  That 
when  he  put  away  from  his  prefence 
a  prince  of  his  blood,  his  parliament 
ought  to  have  believed,  that  he  had 
very  ftrong  reafons  for  fb  doing. 
That  he  had  punifbed  two  magis¬ 
trates,  with  whom  he  ought  to  be 
diffatisfied. 

This  laconic  rebuff  did  not  pre¬ 
vent  the  parliament  from  prefenting 
a  very  long  and  a  very  ftrong  ad- 
drefs  two  days  after.  In  this  they 
[*V]  3  dedlareJ, 
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declared,  That  the  public  affli&ion 
had  preceded  their  approach  to  the 
foot  of  the  throne.  That  the  exile 
of  the  firft  prince  of  his  blood,  and 
the  imprifonment  of  two  magiftrates, 
without  any  known  caufe,  had  ex¬ 
cited  univerfal  confternation  and 
grief.  Could  it  have  been  a  crime 
to  fpeak  the  truth  in  the  prefence  of 
his  majefty  ?— to  fpeak  it  with  a 
refpeCtful  frank  nefs,  which  might 
have  merited  his  approbation  ?  His 
majefty  had  come  among  them  to 
demand  their  free  fuffirages  :  to  give 
them  on  every  occafion  was  the 
right  and  the  duty  of  parliament,  and 
the  intereft  of  the  king  ?  He  had 
come  to  the  parliament  that  he 
might  fit  encircled  with  the  love 
and  with  the  wifdom  of  his  fubje&s. 
— It  was  true,  the  keeper  of  his 
feals  had  exprefled  to  them  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fentiments ;  but  if  they  allow¬ 
ed  that  circumftance  to  form  any 
diftin&ion,  they  fhouid  do  injuftice 
to  the  fimplicity  of  truth,  and  the 
real  dictates  of  his  majefty ’s  breaft. 
If  fuch  principles  were  to  be  efta- 
blifhed,  their  counfel  would  indeed 
no  longer  come  from  the  fanCtuary 
of  juftice,  the  afylum  of  law;  but 
as  truth  mull  be  heard,  it  would 
break  forth  from  the  abode  of 
terror  and  filence.«*If  the  duke 
of  Orleans  was  guilty,  they  were 
alfo.  It  was  worthy  the  firft  prince 
of  the  blood  to  reprefent  to  his 
majefty,  that  he  was  transform¬ 
ing  a  meeting  of  the  parliament 
into  a  bed  of  juftice  :  his  declaration 
only  announced  their  fentiments ; 
his  confcience  had  judged  of  theirs. 

In  faCt,  fire,  ftrangers  cannot 
44  conceive,  pofterity  will  not  be- 
e<  lieve,  that  we  could  be  expofed 
to  any  danger  in  telling  your 
majefty  that  truth  which  you 


“  have  demanded  in  perlon.  Your 
“  prefence  is  always  accompanied 
“  with  favour  :  muft  it  henceforth 
44  produce  fear  and  affliction  ?  A 
“  bed  of  juftice  would  be  lefs  terri- 
“  ble  than  a  fitting  of  parliament. 

“  Our  loyalty  to  your  majefty 
“  could  not  prevent  the  fupprefflon 
“  of  our  opinions,  if  our  confidence, 

44  encouraged  by  yourfelf,  was  no 
“  other  than  the  fignal  of  our  exile 
“  or  imprifonment.” 

They  reprefent  in  colours  and 
terms  equally  ftrong  and  pathetic, 
the  cruel  and  unworthy  treatment 
which  the  two  fuffering  magiftrates 
had  received  on  the  occafion  of  their 
imprifonment,  from  thofe  bafeft  of 
mankind,  as  they  term  them,  the 
inftruments  of  arbitrary  power  and 
of  the  police  }  as  well  as  the  ftate 
of  their  confinement  in  horrid  and 
unwholefome  prifons,  where  life  is 
a  continual  punifhment.— If  then 
exile  is  the  recompence  of  fidelity 
to  the  princes  of  your  blood  ;  if 
outrage  and  captivity  threaten  the 
ingenuoufnefs  of  the  firft  magiftrates 
of  the  kingdom— we  may  afk  our* 
felves  with  terror  and  grief,  what 
will  become  of  the  laws,  of  the 
public  liberty,  of  the  honour,  and  of 
the  manners  of  the  nation  ? 

A  deputation,  which  returned ' 
by  order  three  days  after,  received 
for  anfwer,  that  they  had  already 
been  informed  by  the  keeper  of  the 
feals,  that  the  more  goodnefs  the 
king  ftie wed  when  he  could  follow 
the  dilates  of  his  own  heart,  the 
more  firm  he  could  prove  himfelf 
when  he  faw  his  goodnefs  abufed.— 
This  would  be  a  lufficient  anfwer 
to  their  fuppheations.  But  he  would 
add,  that  if  he  did  not  blame  the 
concern  they  feemed  to  give  them- 
felves  about  the  detention  of  the 
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two  magiffrates,  he  could  not  but 
difapprove  of  their  exaggeration  of 
the  circumflances  and  confequences 
of  that  meafure,  and  of  their  leeming 
to  attribute  it  to  motives,  which 
the  freedom  of  opinion  he  allowed 
did  not  permit  them  to  fugged.  He 
owed  no  explanations  to  any  body 
of  the  motives  of  his  refolutions  ; 
defued  them  to  endeavour  no  longer 
to  join  the  particular  caufe  of  thofe 
whom  he  had  punifhed,  with  the 
intereds  of  any  other  fubjedts,  or 
with  that  of  the  laws.  Ail  his 
fubjefls  knew  that  his  goodnefs  was 
continually  awake  to  their  happinefs, 
and  they  felt  its  effects  even  in  the 
acts  of  his  juftice.  Every  one  was 
intereded  in  the  prefervation  of 
public  order,  and  it  efTentially  be¬ 
longed  to  his  authority.  If  thofe 
who  had  been  charged  with  the 
execution  of  his  orders  had  be¬ 
haved  in  a  manner  contrary  to  his 
intentions,  lie  would  punifh  them. 
If  the  places  where  the  two  ma- 
gidrates  were  detained  fhould  be 
prejudicial  to  their  health,  he  would 
order  them  to  be  removed. 

The  fentence  of  the  two  ma- 
giftrates  was  in  confequence  chang¬ 
ed  from  impriionment  to  exile,  M. 
Frereau  being  fent  to  one  of  his 
country  feats,  and  the  abbe  Sa- 
batiere  to  a  convent  of  Benedic¬ 
tines.  —  We,  however,  apprehend 
that  the  parliament  had  confented 
to  regivler  the  loan  edi£t,  before  this 
meafure  of  favour  or  grace  took 
place. 

The  parliament,  notwithftanding 
this  'appearance  of  mutual  concef- 
lion,  were  by  no  means  difpofed  to 
give  up  the  points  againfi  which 
they  had  already  lemondrated,  nor 
in  any  degree  pleafed  or  fatisfied 
with  the  king’s  late  anlwer.  At 


an  affembly  of  what  is  called  the 
great  chamber  of  parliament,  at¬ 
tended,  as  they  informed  the  king, 
by  the  princes  and  peers  of  the 
realm,  having  taken  into  confidera- 
tion  his  majefty’s  anfvver,  they  were 
charged  to  lay  before  him  their  re- 
prefentations  on  the  fubjedt. 

This  remonflrance,  under  the 
name  of  a  petition,  we  conceive  to 
be  unequalled  in  the  annals  of  that 
country,  for  the  boldnefs  of  opinion 
and  freedom  of  fentiment  which  it 
difplays.  They  tell  the  monarch, 
without  referve,  that  the  magiftracy 
of  his  kingdom,  as  well  as  every 
true  citizen,  were  aftonidied  at  the 
reproaches  contained  in  his  anfwer, 
and  the  principles  which  it  mani- 
fefted.  They  were,  however,  far 
from  attributing  them  to  his  per- 
fonal  fentiments.  They  fupported 
and  confirmed  their  former  charge, 
relative  to  the  indignities  offered  to 
their  two  members  ;  and  faid,  that 
public  decency  had  received  a  feverc 
wound  in  the  choice  of  the  execu¬ 
tors  of  his  orders  upon  that  occa- 
fion.  They  dated,  that  in  devoting 
themfelves  to  the  public  lervice  ;  in 
promifing  to  releafe  his  majefty  from 
the  firft  duty  which  he  owed  to  his 
nation,  namely,  that  of  juftice  ;  in 
bringing  up  their  children  to  be 
fubjedt  to  the  fame  facrifices,  they 
never  could  have  fuppofed  that  they 
were  deftining  themfelves  and  their 
children  to  misfortunes,  and  dill  lefs 
to  outrages  of  fo  heinous  a  nature. 
“  But  we  do  not  come  fo  much  to 
“  claim  yo.ur  benignity,  as  the  pro* 
“  tedtion  ol  the  laws.  It  is  not  to 
“  your  humanity  alone  we  addrefs 
“  ourlelvesj  it  is  not  a  favour  which 
“  your  parliament  folicits  ;  it  comes, 
“  fire,  to  demand  juftice.” — They 
argue,  that  juftice  is  fubjedt  to  re* 
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gulations  independent  of  the  will  of 
man  :  —  that  king’s  themfelves  are 
fubfervient  to  them;  that  his  glo¬ 
rious  anceftor,  Henry  the  IVth,  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  he  had  two  1b- 
vereigns,  God  and  the  laws.  —One 
of  thefe  regulations  is  to  condemn 
no  perfon  without  a  hearing  ;  this 
was  a  duty  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
places  ;  it  was  the  duty  of  all  men  : 
“  and  your  roajefty  will  allow  us 
“  to  reprefent  to  you,  that  it  is  as 
<£  obligatory  on  you  as  on  your  fub- 
“  jeds.” 

They  obferve,  that  the  glorious 
privilege  of  ftiewiRg  mercy  to  crimi¬ 
nals  belongs  to  the  crown,  but  the 
a6t  of  condemning  them  is  not  one  of 
its  functions  ;  the  laws  have  placed 
that  odious  office  in  other  hands ; 
that  painful  and  dangerous  tafk  the 
king  cannot  exercife.  And  they 
deduce  from  thefe  premifes,  that 
thofe  who  advife  him  to  punifh  of 
his  own  accord,  to  punifh  without 
a  trial,  to  order  exiles,  arrefts,  and 
imprifonments,  are  guilty  of  equally 
wounding  eternal  juftice,  the  laws 
of  the  realm,  and  the  moft  conlo- 
latory  prerogative  which  the  king 
poffeffes. 


They  fummed  up  the  whole  on 
the  fame  ground  of  demanding  juf¬ 
tice  upon  which  they  fet  out.— 
“  It  is  therefore,  in  the  name  of 
“  thofe  laws  which  preferve  em- 
“  pires,  in  the  name  of  that  liberty 
“  of  which  we  are  the  refpedful 
“  interpreters,  and  the  lawful  me- 
“  diators,  in  the  name  of  your 
“  authority,  of  which  we  are  the 
“  firft  and  moft  confidential  minif- 
“  ters,  that  wre  dare  demand  the 
“  the  trial  or  the  liberty  of  the  duke 
“  of  Orleans,  and  the  two  exiled 
“  magiftrates,  who  are  imprifoned 
“by  a  fudden  order,  as  contrary 
“  to  the  fentiments  as  the  interefts 
“  of  your  majefty.*’ 

Such  was  the  firft  dired  attempt 
made  in  France  to  overthrow  fome 
of  the  ftrongeft  as  well  as  the  moft 
odious  engines  of  arbitrary  power. 
The  king’s  anfwer  to  this  addrefs 
was  as  little  fatisfadory  as  any  of 
the  preceding,  and  accordingly 
produced  a  fet  of  new  refolutions 
from  the  parliament,  which  did  not 
derogate,  in  point  of  energy,  from 
any  thing  they  had  yet  offered.— 
But  this  bufinefs  took  place  in  the 
enfuing  year. 


» 


J  -A  , 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


Caiifes  of  the  difcontents  in  the  Anjlrian  Netherlands.  Fcclefafical  reforms 
Jilently  acquiefced  in ,  until  they  were  involved  with  invajions  of  the  civil 
rights  and  political  efablifhments  of  the  provinces .  Two  imperial  ordi¬ 

nances  publ'ijhed  on  the  frjl  day  of  the  year  1787,  which  went  in  their 
immediate  effect  to  the  fuhverfion  of  the  efablifhed  tribunals  of  jufice ,  and 
tended  more  indiredly  to  the  overthrow  of  the  ancient  corfitution.  Sketch 
of  the  confitution  of  Brabant ,  and  of  the  efablifhed  fyflem<  of  jurif prudence. 
Council  of  Brabant  fupprejfed  by  the  new  edicts.  Great  feal  transferred 
from  the  hands  of  the  chancellor  to  the  imperial  minijler.  Low  Countries 
divided  into  nine  circles ,  and  intendants  and  commiffaries ,  with  arbitrary 
and  undefined  powers ,  appointed  to  rule  thefe  circles.  Standing  committee  of 
the  fates  of  Brabant  fupprejfed,  and  its  powers  transferred  to  an  engine  of 
fate,  under  the  name  of  a  council  of  general  government.  Univerfal  con- 
fernation  and  general  difcontent.  Great  licence  of  language  with  refpeCt 
to  the  fovereign,  and  his  violation  of  the  inaugural  compact  and  oath. 
Committee  of  the  fates  of  Brabant  prefent  a  frong  memorial  to  the  court  of 
Bruffels.  People  determine  refolutely  to  maintain  their  rights  and  liberties. 
The  bold  remonf  ranee  of  the  Syndics  gives  new  energy  to  this  determination . 
Flame  in  the  univerfty  of  Louvain,  occafoned  by  the  fupprejfion  of  the  an¬ 
cient  feminaries  of  inf  ruCtion,  and  the  efablfoment  of  a  new  fchool  of  theo¬ 
logy,  under  the  government  of  German  profeffors.  All  orders  of  men  are 
thus  coalefced  in  an  oppefition  to  the  ads  and  defgns  of  government .  Vi- 

ftor  of  the  capuchins  banifoed  for  refufng  to  fend  the  novices  of  his  order 
to  the  general  feminary  at  Louvain.  Mr.  de  Hondt  feized  by  J’oldiers ,  and 

fent  a  prifoner  to  Vienna.  Spirited  proceedings  of  the  fates  of  Brabant ; 
refufe  to  grant  fubfdies  until  the  public  grievances  are  redrcjfed ;  forbid 
all  obedience  to  the  intendants  and  their  commiffaries ;  prefent  a  fpirited 
memorial  to  the  governors  general ;  forbid  the  council  of  Brabant  to  pay 
any  regard  to  the  late  decrees ,  and  command  that  tribunal  to  maintain  the 
exercife  of  its  fundions.  States  of  Flanders  and  Haynault  adopt  fmilar 
meafures  with  thofe  of  Brabant.  Syndics  ad  a  great  part  in  the  oppoftion . 
Court  of  Bruffels  alarmed  and  perplexed.  Governors  general  fufpend  the 
operation  of  the  new  edids ,  and  iffue  a  declaration  which  affords  prefent 
fatisfadion.  Mandate  iffued  by  the  emperor  on  his  return  from  Cherfon , 
exprffive  of  his  refentment  at  the  meafures  purfued  in  the  Low  Countries,  and 
commanding  the  fates  of  the  refpedive  provinces,  as  a  proof  of  their  obe¬ 
dience,  'to  fend  a  deputation  of  their  members  to  Vienna ;  where  the  go¬ 
vernors  general,  and  the  minifer.  Count  Belgiojofo,  are  Ukewife  ordered  to 
repair .  Count  de  Murray  appointed  to  the  government  in  the  abfence  of  the 

princes.  Great  alarm  in  the  Low  Countries,  on  the  report  that  an  imperial 
army  was  preparing  to  march  thither.  V arious  meafures  preceding,  and 

fame  tending  to  an  accommodation.  Alarming  tumult  at  Bruffels,  and  fame 
blood  Jhed,  in  a  rafh  attempt  made  by  the  military  to  difarm  the  volunteers . 

Farther 
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Farther  ill  confequences  prevented  by  the  excellent  condud  of  count  Murray . 
Accommodation  happily  takes  place  ;  the  public  rights  are  generally  refored ; 
and  the  fates  grant  the  cufomary  fubfdies. 


TH  E  political  druggies  in 
which  our  near  neighbours 
and  ancient  friends,  the  inhabitants 
of  thofe  countries  now  known  by 
the  appellation^ of  the  Audrian  Ne¬ 
therlands,  have' been  lately  engag¬ 
ed,  although  among  the  mod  inte- 
reding  events  of  the  prefent  year, 
feem  to  have  been  but  little  attend¬ 
ed  to  in  this  country.  Yet  to  this 
people  we  have  owed  many  obliga¬ 
tions.  They  were  our  earlied  mer¬ 
chants,  fadors,  and  negociators  in 
all  matters  of  trade  and  money ; 
and  by  a  lingular  coincidence  it  has 
fo  happened,  that  fince  we  became 
greatly  commercial  curfelves,  they 
never  have  been  able  to  interrupt 
or  injure  us  by  a  foreign  competi¬ 
tion.  They  were  our  leaders  and 
indrudors  in  agriculture,  manufac¬ 
tures,  commerce,  and  all  the  arts  of 
civil  life.  Even  the  ruin  that  fell 
fo  heavily  upon  themi'elres,  through 
the  religious  oppreffion  and  civil 
tyranny  of  Spain,  was  to  us  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  greated  and  mod  lading 
advantages  ;  and  the  cruelties  of 
the  duke  of  Alva  were  the  means 
of  docking  England  with  their  mod 
ufeful  manufacturers,  the  fruits  of 
whofe  ingenuity  and  indudry  we 
dill  retain.  In  a  word,  they  were 
among  our  earlied  and  mod  ufeful 
allies  and  benefadors  ;  and  had  the 
fortune  feldom  to  appear,  under 
whatever  revolutions  of  war  or  of 
government,  in  the  lid  of  our  ene¬ 
mies. 

Independent  of  thefe  jud  grounds 
of  fympathy,  the  fpedacle  pf  a  fmall 
nation,  without  friend,  ally,  or  the 
mod  remote  hope  of  lupport,  bravely 


encountering  all  hazards  and  dan¬ 
gers,  in  the  maintenance  of  thole 
liberties  of  which  fuch  poor  relics 
are  now  left  unextinguilhed  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  venturing  firmly  to  op- 
pofe  the  defpotifm  of  an  overgrown, 
and  mighty  power,  could  not  yet 
be  indifferent  to  Englishmen,  if  the 
nature  of  the  fubjedand  the  grounds 
of  the  coined  had  been  properly  un- 
derdood.  But  this  was  by  no  means 
generally  the  cafe  :  the  oppofuion 
of  the  Flemings  to  the  emperor’s 
ordinances  was  attributed  to  the 
violence  of  their  religious  bigotry  ; 
and  when  they  were  rifquing  all 
things  in  the  defence  of  their  civil 
rights,  they  were  fuppofed  to  be 
blindly  contending  for  the  inditutions 
of  fuperdition. 

It  would  not  only  be  difficult,  but 
probably  now  impoffible,  to  trace 
up  to  the  fource  the  origin  of  thofe 
municipal  privileges,  which,  in  fo 
early  a  period  of  the  middle  ages, 
enabled  the  great  cities  of  the  Low 
Countries  to  fiourifh  in  a  degree  of 
fplendour  that  excited  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  mankind.  Their  greatnels, 
wealth,  and  incredible  population, 
together  with  the  rank  they  held, 
and  the  weight  they  poffeffed,  in  the 
political'  affairs  of  Europe,  are, 
however,  indelible  monuments  of 
the  great  diare  of  freedom,  and  of 
the  perfect  fecurity  with  refpeft 
to  perfon  and  property,  which  they 
enjoyed  feveral  centuries  ago.  While 
the  other  nations  of  the  north  and 
wed  of  Europe  groaned  under  feu¬ 
dal  flavery,  and  were  immerfed  in 
ignorance  and  barbarifm,  civiliza¬ 
tion,  with  all  the  arts  and  embel- 
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liftiments  of  facial  life,  illuminated 
thefe  provinces,  and  fpread  a  luftre 
through  the  iurrounding  gloom. 

The  great  cities  of  the  Low 
Countries  did  not,  however,  elcape 
fomc  occafional  contefts  with  their 
princes ;  but  the  latter  were  To 
lenfible  of  the  benefits  which  they 
derived,  both  with  refpeCt  to  efti- 
mation  and  fecurity,  from  the  opu¬ 
lence  and  power  of  their  fubjeCts, 
that  they  were  not  often  difpoled  to 
venture  upon  languinary  or  oppref- 
five  meafures  ;  and,  when  they  a£t- 
ed  otherwife,  were  refilled  with  fuch 
vigour  and  effect,  that  the  ilfue  of 
thefe  contefts  was  ultimately  favour¬ 
able  to  the  people,  by  affording  the 
opportunity  and  means  of  their  pro¬ 
curing  formal  written  acknowledg¬ 
ments  or  ratifications  of  their  an¬ 
cient  rights  and  privileges.  Bra¬ 
bant,  in  particular,  formed  a  regu¬ 
lar  conftitution,  which  was  ratified 
and  fworn  to  by  the  reigning  prince 
at  the  time,  and  which  has  been 
fince  confirmed  and  attefted  in  the 
fame  manner,  at  their  accefllon,  by 
his  different  fucceflors  to  the  pre- 
fent  day.  This  is  the  Magna  Chart  a 
ot  that  country,  and  is  regarded 
with  a  greater  degree  of  veneration, 
approaching  almofl  to  idolatry,  by 
that  people,  than  even  the  former  is 
by  thofe  in  England.  This  char¬ 
ter  of  their  rignts  and  liberties  is, 
lrom  a  circumflance  attending  its 
execution,  diflinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  the  Joyous  Entry.  The  great 
cities  of  Flanders,  as  well  as  thofe 
of  the  other  lordfihips  and  territories 
which  are  included  under  the  gene¬ 
ral  name  of  Netherlands,  all  re¬ 
ceived,  at  different  periods,  ratifi¬ 
cations  of  their  relpeCtive  rights 
and  piivileges  ;  but  the  conftitution 
of  Brabant  is  deemed  the  beft  de¬ 
fined  and  moft  perleCt  of  the  whole. 


The  cities  had  early  communicated 
to  the  inhabitants  ot  the  open  coun¬ 
try  a  due  fihare  of  their  own  free¬ 
dom  and  fecurity,  in  confequence 
of  which  it  was  covered  with  the 
largefl,  the  moft  flour ifhing,  and 
moft  populous  villages  in  Europe, 
and  llill  difplays  a  face  of  culture 
elfewhere  unequalled.  For  thiough 
the  viciflitude  of  human  afftiis, 
though  moft  of  the  greater  cities 
have  declined  from  their  former 
fplendour,  yet  no  fmall  portion  of 
the  ancient  profperity  which  they 
eftabliftied  in  the  villages  ftill  con¬ 
tinues. 

Upon  the  accefllon  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 
to  the  dominion  of  thefe  provinces, 
Charles  the  Vfth  was  received  by 
the  people  with  the  greateft  cordia¬ 
lity  and  good-will  j  he  having  fiift 
fworn  at  his  inauguration,  as  his 
fucceflbrs  have  conltantly  done,  to 
the  prefervation  of  their  ancient 
conftitutions  and  rights.  In  the 
dangerous  fhocks  which  that  family 
have  fince  fuftained,  they  derived 
the  moft  eflential  benefits  from  the 
zeal,  the  fidelity  and  loyalty,  and 
from  the  refources  of  money  and  of 
men,  which  were  fupplied  by  their 
fubjeCts  in  the  Low  Countries.  Their 
free  lubfidies  were  fo  liberally  grant¬ 
ed,  that  the  greatnefs  of  the  emer¬ 
gency  leemed  to  be  the  meaiure  of 
lupply.  Their  troops  alfo  were 
among  the  beft  in  the  Auftrian  ar¬ 
mies. 

It  is  peculiarly  neceffary  upon  the 
prelent  occafion  to  obferve,  that 
this  people  are  violently  attached  to 
their  ancient  religion  as  well  as  to 
their  privileges  ;  that  befides  what 
may  be  afcribed  to  natural  temper 
and  rooted  habits,  fome  part  of  this 
predilection  may  be  imputed  to  their 
long  fubjeftion  to  the  Spanifh  do¬ 
minion. 
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minion,  and  great  intermixture  with 
that  nation  ;  and  perhaps  a  greater 
ihare  than  any,  to  the  animofity 
arihng  from  the  long  wars  with 
their  neighbours  and  countrymen 
the  Dutch,  in  which  they  were  from 
neceffity  parties,  and  from  fituation 
and  circumftance  principal  fufferers. 
It  is  to  be  added,  that  they  value 
themfelves  highly  upon  the  purity, 
as  they  deem  it,  of  their  religious 
faith,  in  which  they  hold  themfelves 
far  fuperior  to  any  other  Roman 
catholic  nation,  Spain  alone,  per¬ 
haps  excepted.  Such  an  opinion, 
and  the  vanity  infeparably  united 
with  it,  could  not  but  ftrongly  fix 
the  national  dilpofition  and  charac¬ 
ter,  Among  other  incidental  pe¬ 
culiarities,  they  adhere  firmly  to 
thofe  old  opinions  with  refpert  to 
the  infallibility  of  the  fovereign 
pontiff,  the  fanrtity  annexed  to  his 
chararter,  and  the  reverence  due  to 
his  perfon,  which  feem  now  to  be 
nearly  exploded  in  mod  other  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  fame  religion. 

The  prefent  emperor  had  com¬ 
pletely  gained  the  hearts  of  the 
people  in  the  Low  Countries,  by 
the  flattering  hopes  which  he  held 
out  to  them  of  recovering  and  open¬ 
ing  the  navigation  of  the  Schelde. 
However  futile  or  unjuft  this  pro¬ 
ject  might  be  in  the  defign,  or  how¬ 
ever  difgraceful  the  failure  in  the 
execution,  it  anfwered  the  efifentia! 
purpofe  to  himfelf  of  doubly  filling 
his  coffers,  firft  through  the  large 
fubfidy  and  loan  which  the  dates  of 
Brabant  granted  for  its  fupport,  and 
afterwards  by  the  vaft  fums  of  mo¬ 
ney  for  which  he  fold  his  claim  to 
the  Dutch.  Grievous  as  this  difap- 
pointment  was,  it  being  in  foine 
fort  attributed  to  neceffity,  did  not 
loofen  the  affertion  of  the  Nether- 
landers  to  their  new  fovereign,  how¬ 


ever  it  might  fail  in  exalting  their 
opinion  of  his  chararter  with  re¬ 
fpert  to  political  ability  or  military 
(Length  :  on  the  contrary,  the  at¬ 
tempt  was  regarded  by  them  as  pof- 
feffing  a  full  claim  on  their  grati¬ 
tude,  from  the  intereft  which  they 
conceived  he  took  in  their  affairs. 
But  that  reftlefs  fpirit  of  innovation, 
which  has  fpread  diftrartion  through 
every  other  part  of  his  dominions, 
and  that  refinement  on  defpotifm 
which,  reducing  mankind  to  the 
date  of  mere  machines,  would  de¬ 
prive  them  of  all  volition  in  the 
commoneft  offices  of  life,  were  foon 
to  poifon  thofe  fources  of  happinefs 
and  affluence,  which  had  fo  long 
fpread  their  benign  influence  over 
the  Low  Countries. 

The  firft  innovations  were  with 
refpert  to  religious  matters  ;  and 
however  rational  thefe  reforms  might 
be  in  the  abftrart,  and  however  lau¬ 
dable  we,  as  proteftants,  may  eon- 
fider  them,  yet  the  temper,  habits, 
and  prejudices  of  the  people  being 
duly  weighed  (matters  of  fome  con- 
fideration  furely  in  political  affairs), 
it  may  well  be  queltioned  whether 
they  were  wifely  adopted.  At  all 
events,  lefs  precipitation  fliould  have 
been  ufed  j  and  when  the  people 
perceived  the  utility  arifing  from 
fmaller  reforms,  they  would  have 
been  by  degrees  prepared  to  expert 
proportionable  benefits  from  thofe 
that  were  greater,  and  where  the 
propriety  ©f  the  interference  of  go¬ 
vernment  was  flill  lefs  obvious. 
But  that  impatience  which  would 
trull  nothing  to  the  operation  of 
time,  and  a  total  contempt  for  the 
opinions  and  likings  of  men,  were 
among  the  mod  finking  chararte- 
riilics  of  the  fovereign. 

The  fenfe,  however,  of  the  dates, 
and  of  the  principal  men,  including 

all 
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ill  the  governing  departments  of 
the  nation,  Teemed  to  coincide  To 
much  with  the  emperor’s  intention 
in  his  firft  religious  reforms,  that 
the  multitude,  however  aftonifhed 
and  grieved,  and  the  clergy,  how¬ 
ever  greatly  alarmed  and  affe&ed, 
funk  under  them  in  nearly  a  filent 
acquielcence.  But  when  the  rage 
for  reform  encreafed  hourly  with  its, 
fuccefs  ;  when  it  was  feen  that  no 
moderation  was  obferved,  that  the 
dates  were  not  only  not  confuted, 
but  did  not  Teem  to  be  thought  of, 
and  that  the  royal  authority,  adting 
iingly  from  itfelf,  overthrew  every 
thing  in  its  way,  without  regard  to 
the  mod,  fixed,  ancient,  or  pepular 
eftablifhments,  then  the  moil  wife 
and  enlightened  men,  and  confe- 
quently  the  mod  remote  frcm  fu- 
perftition  and  bigotry,  began  with 
reafon  to  tremble  for  their  civil 
rights,  well  feeing  that  the  fame 
defpotifm  which  fwept  every  thing 
before  it  in  the  religious  depart¬ 
ments,  might,  by  a  new  direction, 
prove  equally  fatal  to  the  confuta¬ 
tion  of  their  country  in  all  other 
refpedls. 

The  ecclefiadical  order  formed  a 
very  powerful,  numerous,  and  opu¬ 
lent  body  in  the  Low  Countries, 
their  pofftfiions  and  property,  of 
every  kind,  being  elfimated  at  the 
immenfe  lum  or  twenty-five  mil¬ 
lions  fterling.  They  had  Jikewife 
pofleded  from  time  immemorial,  at 
lead,  a  third  part  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country  j  the  dates  be¬ 
ing  compoied  of  the  representatives 
of  the  clergy,  of  the  nobility,  and 
of  the  commons.  Although  the 
dates  confented  to  the  firft  innova¬ 
tions,  made  by  the  emperor,  in  the 
fuppredion  of  feme  of  thofe  orders 
or  edabhfhments  which  were  deem¬ 
ed  mod  unneceffary  or  ufelefs ;  yet 


when  they  faw  the  headlong  d rides 
he  was  taking  to  the  overthrow  of 
the  whole,  they  conceived  at  once 
that  his  object  was  not  reform  but 
plunder  ;  and  that  he  aimed  at 
gralping  the  whole  of  this  immenfe 
property,  for  the  purpofe  of  eda- 
biifhing  defpotifm  at  home,  and  the 
gratification  of  an  infatiable  ambi¬ 
tion  abroad. 

This  confideration  obliged  all  or¬ 
ders  of  men  to  coalefce  in  the  en¬ 
deavour  to  preferve  their  common 
privileges  ;  and  thole  who  before, 
being  only  attentive  to  the  care  of 
their  civil  rights,  gave  themfelves 
no  great  concern  about  the  dilapi¬ 
dations  of  the  church,  now  per¬ 
ceived  clearly,  that  to  refid  the  in¬ 
roads  of  arbitrary  power  with  ef¬ 
fect,  all  the  inlets  by  which  it  might 
enter  fliould  be  equally  guarded. 
They  accordingly  found  it  neceflary 
not  only  to  profit  of  the  filent  dif- 
contents  of  the  clergy,  but  t&>  re¬ 
tain  the  padions,  the  prejudices,  and 
even  the  bigotry  of  the  people  o/i 
their  fide,  in  order  to  form  the  mod 
compact  and  powerful  oppofition  of 
which  they  were  capable  agaiod 
the  dangers  which  they  too  well 
faw  lo  heavily  threatened  their  an¬ 
cient  civil  edablidiments  with  ruin 

f  rom  thefe  caufes,  difeorstents 
and  murmurs  became  general  in  the 
Low  Countries.  The  harfli,  au- 
dere,  and  arbitrary  fpirir  which  was 
manifeded  in  all  the  reforms  that 
had  already  taken  place,  did  not 
tend  to  allay  the  difeontents  excited 
by  new  and  extraordinary  meafures. 
i  he  Imalled  compliance  with  an¬ 
cient  and  popular  cudorns  or  preju¬ 
dices,  or  to  the  opinions  of  a  people 
who  had  for  leveral  centuries  been  ha¬ 
bituated  to  freedom,  was  never  iliewn 
in  thofe  fecundary  matters,  which 
would  have  been  nectffary  to  fmooth 
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the  way  for  the  principal  objedt,  in 
a  fingle  inRance.  The  decrees  of 
the  oracle  feemed  to  be  as  fixed  and 
irrevocable  as  thofe  of  fate  ;  and 
the  inftruments  of  carrying  them 
intp  execution,  to  have  no  greater 
latitude  of  Will  or  adtion  than  thofe 
on  whom  they  were  to  operate. 

This  difplay  of  a  terrific  autho¬ 
rity,  which  admitted  of  no  deviation 
from  its  prefer ibed  courfe,  appeared 
openly,  without  addrefs  or  manage¬ 
ment,  in  all  things,  and  was  car¬ 
ried  into  the  detail  of  fmall  affairs, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  greater  impor¬ 
tance. 

The  Keremeffe  was  a  feflival  of 
great  antiquity  in  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  had  feemed  for  many  ages 
to  be  regarded  by  the  inhabitants 
in  much  the  fame  manner  that  the 
Saturnalia  had  by  the  ancients.  It 
was  a  leafon  of  mutual  vifiting,  and 
of  reconciling  differences,  not  only 
between  individuals  but  villages  ;  it 
was  equally  a  leafon  for  contradting 
marriages,  for  forming  new  friend¬ 
ships,  and  for  renewing  or  cement¬ 
ing  the  old.  The  fatisfadtion  it  pro¬ 
duced  appeared  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  to  that  clals  of  mankind 
whofe  deftiny  precludes  them  from 
partaking  of  many  pleafuies,  and 
therefore  doubly  endeared  to  them 
the  returns  of  ancient  and  periodi¬ 
cal  feftivity.— ' The  Keremeffe  was 
fuppreffed . 

The  difpofal  that  was  made  of 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  fuppreffed 
convents,  afforded  like  wile  much 
matter  of  public  diffatisfadtion  and 
complaint.  AfTurances  had  been 
given  at  the  commencement  of 
ihefe  fuppreffions,  that  after  pro¬ 
viding  a  competent  revenue  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  reformed  reli¬ 
gious,  thele  etlates  fliould  be  fold, 
and  their  produce  applied  to  fuch 
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public  eftabli/hments,  as  fhould  fully 
compenfate  for  the  failure  of  thofe 
large  charities  which  the  monafte- 
ries  uniformly  difpenfed.  But  with¬ 
out  regard  to  thefe  engagements, 
the  lands  were  now  applied  to  in- 
creafe,  and  confidered  as  a  part  of 
the  royal  demefnes.  The  value  of 
thofe  already  feized  was  eftimated 
at  more  than  a  million  Rerling, 
from  which  the  (lender  (Upends  al¬ 
lowed  to  the  religious  made  but  a 
very  fmall  redudtion  j  and  though 
a  commiffion  had  been  granted  for 
the  eftablifihment  of  a  lort  of  reli¬ 
gious  and  charitable  bank  or  coffer, 
yet  the  benefits  arifing  from  it  not 
appearing,  could  afford  no  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  public. 

The  conduct  of  government,  with 
refpedt  to  tire  abbies,  which  are  the 
molt  opulent  and  fplendid  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  foundations,  was  likewife  a 
fource  of  much  dilcontent  as  well  as 
apprehenfion.  Several  of  thefe  con¬ 
ferred  a  right  on  the  pofTeffors  of 
being  inftantly,  in  virtue  only  of 
the  poffeffions,  inherent  members 
of  the  ftates.  In  Brabant  this  high 
diRindtion  and  privilege  in  favour  of 
the  abbots  was  carried  to  a  greater 
extent  than  elfewhere,  for  the  whole 
body  of  the  clergy,  being  the  firil 
order  of  the  Rate,  were  reprefented 
by  abbots  only.  The  empeior  had 
not  yet  ventured  upon  the  diredt 
fubverfion  of  any  of  the  abbacies, 
but  he  adopted  a  meafure  which 
nearly  anfwered  the  fame  purpofe 
for  the  prefent,  by  placing  them  to 
be  held  in  commendam>  as  the  abbots 
died.  This  was  in  diredt  contra¬ 
diction  not  only  to  the  fpirit  but  the 
letter  of  the  joyous  entry,  the  fra¬ 
mers  of  which,  as  if  forefeeing  the 
innovation,  had  guarded  againlt  the 
evil  by  an  exprefs  law.  It  was  re¬ 
prefented  as  a  double  wrong,  firfl 

to 
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ro  the  abbies,  which  were  deprived 
of  their  juft  and  legal  rights,  and 
next  to  the  ftates  who  were  render¬ 
ed  imperfect,  by  being  deprived  of 
the  fervice  of  their  proper  members. 
This  was  faid  to  be  an  invafion  of 
the  conftitution  by  lap.  The  firft 
order  ©f  the  ftates  would  thus  be 
filently  extinguiftied,  and  a  prece¬ 
dent  eftabliflied,  which  in  a  little 
time  would  prove  equally  fatal  to 
the  other  two  ;  which,  already 
maimed  and  defective,  muft  eafily 
link  under  the  expected  blow. 

But  the  fitft  day  of  the  year  1787 
was  deftined  to  make  all  paft  com¬ 
plaints  and  grievances  appear  of 
linall  account,  if  not  entirely  infig- 
nihcant.  Two  imperial  edicts  were 
publiftied  on  that  day  which  went 
to  the  diredt  fubverfion  of  all  the 
tribunals,  of  the  forms  and  courfe 
of  civil  juftice,  which  had  for  fo 
many  centuries  been  eftabhfhed  and 
purfued  in  the  Low  Countries  ;  and 
which  went  no  lefs  in  their  tenden¬ 
cy  to  the  overthrow  of  that  ancient 
and  venerable  conftitution,  which 
the  people  had  fo  long  confidered 
as  their  glory,  and  regarded  with  an 
enthufiafm  which  leemed  to  ap¬ 
proach  alrnoft  to  idolatry. 

It  is  here  necefLry  to  take  fome 
notice  of  that  ettablifhed  fyftem  of 
jurifprudence  and  equal  juftice  which 
had  at  lo  early  a  period  diftinguilLed 
thefe  provinces,  and  which  was  now 
to  be  overthrown.  As  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  of  Brabant  was  the  mod  perfedf, 
we  fhall  draw  our  examples  from 
thence,  the  courfe  of  juftice  in  the 
other  territories  being  conducted  up¬ 
on  the  fame  general  principles. 

The  jurifdidtion  in  the  villages 
of  Brabant  lies  in  the  lord  of  the 
manor  or  barony  in  which  they  are 
lituated.  The  lord  delegates  his 
authority,  in  common  and  trivial 
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cafes,  to  plain  reputable  men,  who 
adt  as  magiftrates  in  the  refpedtive 
villages.  In  cafes  of  greater  im¬ 
portance,  an  ailemblage  ot  thefe 
village  magiftrates  compofe  a  court ; 
but  they  are  aided,  and  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  fome  degree  controlled, 
by  two  lawyers  ot  eminence,  who 
expound  the  laws,  and  act  as  judges. 
An  appeal  lies  from  the  verdidi  of  a 
fingle  magiftrate  to  the  manerial 
court  ;  and  in  cafes  of  a  ceitain  de¬ 
gree  of  importance,  from  that  to  a 
luperior  tribunal.  It  is  the  intereft 
of  the  lord  that  juftice  fhould  be  duly 
adminiftered  to  his  tenants,  and 
vexatious  law-funs  prevented  ;  and 
the  magiftrates  find  it  necelfary  not 
only  to  preferve  ihe  good  opinion  of 
their  neighbours,  bur.  cautioully  to 
guard  againft  the  difgrace  of  being 
deprived  of  their  offices  by  well- 
founded  complaints  to  the  lord. 
From  this  plain  and  fimpie  courfe 
of  rural  juftice,  the  people  palled 
their  lives  in  great  tranquillity,  and 
knew  little  of  the  vexation  of  law- 
fuits. 

The  jurifdietion  in  the  cities,  not 
only  with  refpedt  to  civil  but  cri¬ 
minal  cafes,  was  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  their  refpe&ive  magiftrates.  Thefe 
were  obliged,  as  a  necelfary  prepa¬ 
rative  education,  to  be  well  veiled 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  laws  ;  and 
being  feledted  from  the  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  families,  compofed  tribu¬ 
nals  of  great  reipe&ability  and  in¬ 
dependence.  Ail  the  magiftrates, 
whether  of  the  cities  or  villages, 
were  obliged  by  the  conftitution  to 
be  natives  of  Brabant  ;  and  they 
were  all  bound  by  oath  to  maintain 
inviolably  the  joyous  entry ,  or  great 
charter  of  their  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges. 

But  the  fupreme  tiibunal  of  the 
country  is  that  feated  at  Bruflels, 

and 
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and  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
the  council  ot  Brabant.  This  enri- 
went  tribunal,  which  has  fubfifted 
through  a  greater  number  of  ages 
than  records  or  hiftory  probably 
teach  to,  has  through  time  im¬ 
memorial  been  held  in  the  greateft 
veneration.  It  is  compofed  of  fix- 
teen  judges  and  a  prefident  ;  the 
latter  ot  whom  is  diftinguifhed  by 
the  name  of  the  chancellor  of  Bra¬ 
bant,  and  his  office  confidered  as 
being  of  the  firft  truft,  dignity,  and 
honour.  In  many  affigned  cafes, 
this  tribunal  judges  in  the  firft  in¬ 
stance,  and  is  likewife  a  court  of 
appeal  in  civil .  matters,  from  the 
Sentence  of  the  magiftrates  in  cities 
and  villages. 

The  fundtions  of  this  tribunal  are 
not  however  confined  to  the  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice.  The  council 
of  Brabant  adtedalfo  as  a  council  of 
ftate;  and  no  adt  of  the  prince  was 
confidered  as  valid,  or  received  as 
a  law,  until  it  had  been  examined 
and  approved  of  by  the  judges  of 
this  court,  and  until  the  chancellor 
had  affixed  to  it  the  great  feal  of 
Brabant,  which  was  for  that  purpofe 
entrufted  to  his  care.  As  the  con- 
ftitution  had  committed  fo  great  a 
charge  to  this  tribunal,  fo  it  took 
every  pofiible  precaution  to  provide 
for  the  character,  integiity,  and  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  judges,  and  ftiil 
more  particularly  of  the  chancellor. 
The  joyous  entry  accordingly  went 
minutely  into  this  bufinefs,  accu¬ 
rately  defining  the  qualities  and 
qualifications  which  were  to  be 
confidered  as  indifpenfably  necefTary 
for  the  filling  of  offices  of  fo  great 
truft  ;  among  which,  the  pofleffion  of 
eftatesto  a  confiderable  amount  with¬ 
in  the  province,  was  not  forgotten. 

By  the  new  edicts  of  the  firft  of 
January,  all  thofe  ancient  tribunals 


were  overthrown,  and  this  eftablilli- 
ed  courfe  of  juftice,  which,  befides 
the  fandtion  of  antiquity,  was  ren¬ 
dered  the  more  dear  to  the  Flemings, 
from  its  having  defcended  to  them 
through  the  brighteft  and  moft  pros¬ 
perous  days  of  their  anceftors,  was 
annihilated  for  the  gratification  of 
a  projedt  which,  to  lpeak  of  it  in 
the  mild  eft  terms,  had  not  yet  re¬ 
ceived  the  teft  of  any  fort  of  expe¬ 
rience.  Tribunals  of  a  new  descrip¬ 
tion,  perhaps  fuited  to  another  ftate 
of  civilization  and  things,  but  whole 
models  were  derived  from  the  ever 
harih  and  arbitrary  governments  of 
the  ancient  Auftrian  dominions,  were 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  former 
judicatures.  It  might  have  been 
imagined,  that  the  Netherlander 
were  a.  newly  difcovered  people, 
who  being  only  juft  emerging  from 
barbarity,  any  fyftem  for  the  admi- 
niftration  of  juftice,  however  faulty, 
would  to  them  have  been  an  ad¬ 
vantage,  compared  ..with  a  lawlefs 
ftate  of  anarchy  A  fupreme  tri¬ 
bunal,  whole  jurifdidlion  extended 
over  all  the  provinces,  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  hold  its  feat  at  BruflTels  A 
new  mode  of  judicial  procedure, 
copied  from  the  lources  we  have 
mentioned,  was  to  take  place  in 
that  as  well  as  the  inferior  tribunals. 
The  Baron  de  Martini,  an  Italian, 
was  fent  into  the  Low  Countries, 
with  the  title  of  imperial  commifla- 
ry,  to  eftablifh  and  regulate  the  new 
tribunals,  and  to  prefcribe  to  a  na¬ 
tion  which  had  tor  fo  many  ages 
gloried  in  the  freedom  as  well  as 
the  equity  of  its  civil  inftitutions,  in 
what  manner  juftice  ftiould  be  dif- 
penfed  in  future.  The  firft  of  May 
was  the  day  appointed  for  the  an¬ 
cient  tribunals  to  ceafe,  and  the  new 
ones  to  commence  their  career  in 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice. 


The 
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The  conftitution  of  the  new  courts 
of  judicature  was  not  by  any  means 
calculated  to  leften  the  regret  which 
every  body  felt  for  the  fuppreftion 
of  the  old  tiibunals.  On  examin¬ 
ing  their  conftrudtion  it  was  found, 
that  the  judges  were  not  to  be  cho- 
fen  from  the  natives,  and  tha*  the 
decifion  of  caufes  was  generally  to 
iie  in  the  breaft  of  a  Angle  judge; 
but  the  moft  alarming  circumftance 
of  all  was  the  impenetrable  veil  of 
fecrefy,  which,  in  the  true  lpirit  of 
injuftice  and  defpotifm,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  genius  of  the  countries 
from  whence  the  models  were  de¬ 
rived,  was  to  overfpread  all  the  tri¬ 
bunals,  and  to  bury  their  proceed¬ 
ings  in  darknefs.  It  could  fcarcely 
have  been  believed,  if  the  inftance 
had  not  been  fo  immediate  and  fla¬ 
grant,  that  any  legiflator  or  reformer 
of  the  prefent  enlightened  age  could 
have  adopted  concealment  and  le- 
crefy  as  mediums  for  the  adminif- 
tration  of  juftice.  It  is  faid,  that 
celerity  and  difparch  were  the  grand 
principles  to  diredt  the  condudt  of 
thefe  new  couits,  to  which  nothing 
could  be  more  diredfly  contrary, 
than  flow  refearches  to  dilcover 
the  truth,  and  ciitical  inveftigations 
of  juftice. 

The  fudden  and  violent  over¬ 
throw  of  their  ancient  and  favou¬ 
rite  tribunals,  fpread  fuch  a  terror 
and  confternation  among  the  people 
as  no  words  could  defcribe.  Every 
man  trembled,  the  fmall  as  well  as 
the  great,  at  the  idea  of  thofe  dan¬ 
gers  to  which  he  expedted  his  perfon 
er  property  would  in  future  be  ex- 
poled.  The  nobles  felt  thetnfelves 
wounded  to  the  quick  in  being  thus 
deprived  of  their  feignorial  rights, 
without  any  charge  of  mifcondudt 
in  the  exercife  of  their  privileges, 
and  confequently  without  even  a 
Vo u  XXIX, 


colour  of  juftice.  They  exclaimed, 
that  by  difpoflefling  them  of  that 
jurifdidtion  which  they  had  ever  held 
over  their  tenants  in  the  villages, 
they  were  robbed  of  one  of  the  moft 
valuable  parts  of  their  hereditary 
patrimony,  without  any  caufe  af- 
figned,  or  compenfation  offered  ;  and 
that  this  patrimony  and  thefe  rights 
had  been  acquired  in  early  times,  at 
the  expence  of  the  money  or  of  the 
blood  of  their  anceftors. 

The  cities,  which  were  extremely 
jealous  of  the  dignity  of  their  ma- 
giftrates,  who  polTelTed  a  very  un- 
ufual  degree  of  confideration  in  that 
country,  could  not  but  deeply  re- 
fent  the  unmerited  degradation  and 
affront  offered  to  that  body  ;  while 
with  refpedt  to  themfelves  they  ex¬ 
claimed,  that  one  of  their  nobleft 
privileges  would  be  raviftied  from 
them,  when  the  citizens  were  de¬ 
prived  of  that  fair  and  open  trial  by 
their  magiftrates,  to  which  they  had 
ever  fafely  committed  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  and  which  they  claimed 
as  their  natural  and  inalienable 
right. 

But  the  fuppreftion  qf.  the  council 
of  Brabant,  as  it  excited  the  great- 
eft  confternation,  fo  it  produced  the 
loudeft  and  moft  general  complaints 
of  any  of  the  innovations.  By  the 
fuppreftion  of  that  fupreme  tribu¬ 
nal,  not  only  the  benefits  it  afforded 
as  a  court  of  juftice,  and  of  appeal 
in  the  laft  inftance,  was  loft  to  the 
public,  but  what  might  in  the  main 
perhaps  be  confidered  even  of 
greater  confequence,  that  whole- 
fome  conuoul,  which,  as  a  council 
of  ftate,  it  exercifed  over  the  edidts 
of  the  prince,  and  which  was  the 
moft  effectual  check  the  people  held 
upon  the  encroachments  of  his  pre¬ 
rogative,  was  thereby  annihilated. 
By  the  uew  edidt,  the  great  feal  of 
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Brabant,  to  which  fo  much  impor¬ 
tance  had  always  been  annexed,  and 
which  the  joyous  entry  had  confided 
with  To  much  caution  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  only,  a  native  of  the  province, 
was  now  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  imperial  or  royal  minifter  in 
the  Low  Countries,  a  perfon  and 
office  not  known  to  the  conftitution, 
over  whom  it  had  no  controul,  and 
who  being  appointed  and  removeable 
at  the  will  of  the  fovereign,  rauft 
not  only  be  highly  obnoxious  to  the 
people,  but  could  at  any  time  apply 
the  ancient  inftrument  of  their  free¬ 
dom  to  the  ratification  of  their  bon¬ 
dage. 

But  while  the  firffc  of  the  two  fa¬ 
mous  edicts  which  fo  ominoufly 
clouded  the  opening  of  the  new 
year,  extended  deftrudion  to  their 
courts  and  forms  of  juftice,  the  fe- 
cond  went  little  lefs  ciiredly  to  fub- 
vert  the  whole  fabric  of  their  con¬ 
ftitution  ;  at  leaft,  it  was  fo  ftripped 
of  its  buttreftes  and  defences  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  that  the  re¬ 
maining  parts  could  fcarcely  be 
expeded  to  withftand  the  fhocks  to 
which  governments  are  daily  fub- 
je&; 

The  ftates  of  Brabant,  as  we 
have  already  feen,  are  compofed  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  three  or¬ 
ders  ol  clergy,  nobles,  and  com¬ 
mons  ;  and  the  people  looked  on 
them  as  the  guardians  and  confer- 
vators  of  their  laws,  liberties,  and 
pioperty.  To  them  only  belongs 
the  power  of  impofing  taxes,  and 
of  granting  lubfidies  to  the  prince  ; 
in  the  exercife  of  which  power  no 
illibeiality  in  their  grants  was  ever 
complained  of  on  the  part  of  the 
prince,  nor  were  the  taxes  they  im- 
poled  ever  confidered  as  burthens 
by  the  people.  The  (tales  poffdfed, 
and  occafionally  exercifed,  the  right 


of  remonftrating  freely  with  the 
fovereign  on  the  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  they  claimed  as  a 
right  the  very  effential  and  impor¬ 
tant  privilege,  that  no  material 
change  could  be  wrought  ih  the 
conftitution  without  their  concur¬ 
rence. 

The  ftates  affemblcd  every  year 
at  Bruffels,  and  to  obviate  the  in¬ 
conveniences  of  a  long  fefilon,  when 
they  had  gone  through  the  moft  ma¬ 
terial  parts  of  the  annual  bufinefs, 
they  appointed  a  feled  committee 
of  their  own  body,  compofed  of 
two  members  of  each  order,  tofup- 
ply  their  place  during  a  long  recefs. 
The  inftitution  of  this  committee 
(which  held  the  name  of  a  college) 
might  be  traced  back  to  very  early 
periods  without  reaching  its  origin  ; 
the  greateft  confidence  was  at  all 
times  placed  in  it ;  the  moft  weighty 
affairs  committed  to  its  charge  j  the 
money  voted  by  the  ftates  came 
particularly  within  its  department  ; 
it  communicated  energy  and  dis¬ 
patch  to  all  their  refolutions  and 
decrees ;  and  feemed  in  a  great 
degree  authorized  to  ad  difcretion- 
ally,  at  leaft  in  many  cafes,  with¬ 
out  any  particular  inftrudion.  In 
a  word,  the  delegate  feemed  to 
poffefs  no  fuaall  fhare  of  the  fpirit 
and  power  of  the  principal,  al¬ 
though  fubjed  to  its  futuie  con¬ 
troul. 

The  fecond  edid  had  for  its  title, 

*  The  Eftablifhment  of  a  new  Form 
of  Government  in  the  Aufirian  Ne¬ 
therlands  and  upon  the  piinciple 
of  its  title,  while  it  fubverted  the 
old  depaitments  and  forms,  it  efta- 
blifhed  in  their  ftead  an  engine  of 
ftate,  under  the  name  of  a  council 
of  general  government,  which  while 
it  drew  all  public  affairs  within  the 
fpfaere  of  its  own  adion,  was  to  be 
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ruled  by  the  court  minifter,  who  was 
placed  at  its  head.  By  this  edi£t 
the  old  committee  of  the  ftates, 
their  delegate  and  legitimate  child, 
to  whom  they  communicated  io  great 
a  {bare  of  their  power,  merely  for 
their  own  eafe  and  convenience,  but 
which  they  could  at  any  time  recall, 
was  now  tuppreffed,  without  their 
having  any  previous  knowledge  of 
or  any  (hare  in  the  luppieffion  ;  and 
to  aggravate  the  evil,  the  duty  and 
offices  of  the  committee,  along  with 
their  derivative  authority,  were  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  council  of  geneial  go¬ 
vernment,  a  boatd  over  whom  the 
ftates  had  no  controul,  and  in  which 
the  minifter  prefided. 

On  a  fuppofuion  that  it  would 
operate  as  fome  falvo  to  the  ftates, 
in  difpoftng  them  -  to  a  compliance 
with  this  indirect  but  violent  de¬ 
privation  of  their  rights,  they  were 
permitted  to  name  one  deputy  from 
their  own  body,  who,  if  approved 
of  by  the  minifter  and  council  of 
government,  was  to  be  admitted  to 
a  feat  at  that  board  ;  but  to  render 
this  deputy  entirely  fubfervient,  he 
was  to  be  decorated  with  the  title 
of  counfellor  to  the  fovereign,  and 
his  virtue  farther  fecured  by  a  fa- 
]*ry  or  penfion  from  the  royal 
bounty.  Now  it  was  in  direct  con¬ 
travention  to  the  inftitures  ol  the 
joyous  entry ,  that  any  member  of 
the  ftates  fhould  hold  any  office 
whatever  of  truft  or  of  profit  under 
the  fovereign,  he  being  lrom  thence 
totally  incapable  of  acting  as  a  re¬ 
presentative. 

But  this  new  deputy  and  coun¬ 
fellor,  although  merely  an  unit  at 
the  board  of  council,  was  to  be 
vefted  in  other  refpedts  with  moft 
extraordinary  powers,  and  fuch  as 
from  their  nature  could  not  fail  of 
being  totally  fubverfive  of  the  con- 


ftitution  :  for  it  was  decreed  by 
the  edi&,  that  the  deputy,  if  ccca- 
fion  required,  might  reprefent  all 
the  three  orders  ot  the  ftates  ;  and 
that  when  called  on  by  the  council 
of  general  government,  he  might 
fign  all  thole  a<fts  which  the  ftates 
ulually  figned.  This  was  nearly 
throwing  off  the  mafk.  The  blind 
might  perceive  that  it  was  only  a 
prelude  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
ftates  ;  that  means  would  foon  be 
found  either  for  laying  them  en¬ 
tirely  afide,  or,  if  it  was  found  con¬ 
venient  tor  fome  time  yet  to  retain 
their  name  and  outward  form,  they 
would  be  rendered  an  inert  mafs, 
without  life  or  fubftance,  while  their 
new  deputy,  under  the  orders  of  the 
minifter  and  council,  would  be 
made  the  inftiument  of  feizing  their 
whole  power,  and  even  of  ufurping 
their  moft;  facred  tight  and  truft, 
that  of  impaling  taxes  on  their  fel¬ 
low  lubje&s,  and  of  granting  fubfi- 
dies  to  the  prince. 

Whilft  the  tribunals  of  juftice 
were  thus  overthrown,  the  rights  of 
the  ftates  invaded,  and  their  very 
exiftence  threatened,  a  novel  fyftem 
of  magiftracy,  luch  as  had  never 
been  heard  of  betore  in  the  Low 
Countries,  was  likewife  introduced. 
The  fecond  edi£t  decreed  a  divifion 
ot  the  country  into  nine  circles,  and 
appointed  a  new  form  and  diftinft 
adminiftration  of  government  to 
each  circle,  though  all  afling  upon 
the  fame  principle.  An  intendant, 
with  a  train  of  lubordinate  commif- 
faries,  compofed  a  tribunal  which 
was  to  prefide  over  each  circle;  but 
that  ot  Bruffels  was  to  be  counted 
the  firft  circle,  and  probably  held 
fome  jurifdi&ion  or  controul  over 
the  others.  The  power  of  thefe 
tribunals,  or  of  their  intendants, 
was  arbitrary  in  the  extreme.  All 
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perfons  who  in  any  department  were 
entrufted  with  the  coliedion  or  care 
of  any  part  of  the  public  money, 
whether  collectors  appointed  by  the 
ftates,  magiftrates  of  cities,  or  the 
officers  in  diftrids  or  parishes,  were 
all  obliged  to  bring  in  their  ac¬ 
counts  to  the  intendant,  and  were 
all  liable  to  any  punifhment  he 
might  choofe  to  infiid  on  them,  how¬ 
ever  degrading  ;  his  tribunal,  if  its 
powers  of  punifhment  were  at  all 
limited,  being  fully  authorized  to 
inflict  difcretional  fines,  entire  con- 
fifcation,  and  that  laft  and  rnoft  de¬ 
grading  engine  of  government,  cor¬ 
poral  chaftifement. 

The  police  was  alfo  fubjeCled  to 
his  controul ;  and  in  feveral  cafes 
his  jurifdidion  trenched  upon  that 
of  the  courts  of  law.  The  publi¬ 
cation  of  edicts,  which  it  had  been 
the  high  privilege  of  the  council  of 
Brabant  to  examine,  and  then  to 
promulgate  or  fupprefs,  as  they 
thought  fitting  for  the  public  good, 
was  now  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
intendant.  Scarcely  any  man,  or 
order  of  men,  could  efcape  free  from 
the  fangs  of  thefe  tribunals  if  they 
chofe  to  exert  them.  AH  who  were 
only  fufpeded  of  defrauding  the 
revenue,  whether  by  contraband 
practices  or  otherwife,  were  im¬ 
mediate  objeCts  of  their  inquifition, 
and  had  no  redemption  from  their 
decree.  The  powers  of  the  inten¬ 
dant  were  indeed  fo  uncertain  and 
undefined,  that  all  men  were  com¬ 
manded  to  pay  implicit  obedience 
to  his  decrees,  although  it  fliould  be 
fuppofed  or  known  that  he  even  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  bounds  of  his  com  mi  f- 
fion.  Nor  could  the  courts  of  law 
take  any  cognizance  of  his  aCts,  nor 
conlequently  afford  any  red  refs  to 
his  oppreffion  or  injury.  The  only 
often  fib  le  remedy  afiigned  to  the 


people,  but  which  they  did  not  con- 
fider  as  any,  was  to  lay  their  com¬ 
plaints  before  the  minifter  and  his 
council. 

As  foon  therefore  as  the  import  and 
tendency  of  the  new  ordinances  were 
generally  diffeminated,  the  public 
difcontent  was  expreffed  in  fuch  loud 
and  vehement  terms,  and  fuch  un¬ 
qualified  cenfure  was  paffed  upon 
the  fource  of  their  grievances,  that 
it  required  little  penetration  to  fee, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  mofl  abfo- 
lute  coercions  of  power  could  re¬ 
duce  the  people  to  fuffer  the  over¬ 
throw  of  their  ancient  conftitution, 
and  to  fubmit  to  the  tyranny  of  the 
new  fyftem.  All  the  ads  of  the 
prefent  reign  now  underwent  a  fe- 
vere  review  ;  and  many  which  paffed 
unobferved  or  unheeded  in  the  days 
of  good  humour  and  good  opinion, 
were  ferutinized  and  condemned.  In 
this  heat  great  licence  of  language 
(the  mofl;  incorrigible  vice  of  free 
cities)  prevailed  with  refped  to  the 
fovereign  and  the  imputed  breach 
of  the  inaugural  compad  and  oath, 
was  openly  branded  with  coarfe  and 
unqualified  terms  of  treachery  and 
perjury. 

On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who 
were  difpofed  to  think  more  favour¬ 
ably  of  the  ads  and  defigns  of  the 
fovereign,  vindicated  him  from  any 
intention  of  fubverting  the  confuta¬ 
tion,  upon  the  circumftance  of  the 
{lender  military  force  which  he  then 
retained  in  the  Low  Countries,  and 
which  was  totally  infufficient  for 
fuch  a  purpofe.  They  likewile 
faid,  that  from  the  general  tenor  of 
coudud  which  he  had  hitherto  ob- 
ferved,  and  the  early  inftances  of 
affedion  to  the  people,  and  an  at¬ 
tention  to  their  interefts,  which  he 
had  difplayed,  it  was  more  juft  to 
conclude,  that  he  had  framed  thefe 

edids 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [*213 


edicts  rather  from  miftaken  views  of 
the  public  good,  than  from  any  de- 
iign  upon  their  liberties  ;  that  he 
had  undoubtedly  been  induced  to 
fupprefs  the  ancient  tribunals,  with 
a  view  of  abridging  the  expence 
and  tedioufnefs  of  law-fuits,  and 
enabling  the  people  to  obtain  juf- 
tice  in  a  more  compendious  and 
fummary  manner :  and  that  from 
fimilar  mifapprehenfions,  and  pro¬ 
bably  impofitions,  he  had  been  in¬ 
duced  to  make  thofe  other  altera¬ 
tions  which  were  fo  generally  con¬ 
demned,  and  fo  univerfally  griev¬ 
ous.  That  no  doubt  could  be  en¬ 
tertained  but  the  prince  had  been 
deceived  by  partial  and  falfe  repre- 
fentations  of  things ;  and  that  the 
blame  of  the  new  edicts  ought  to 
fall  on  thofe  evil  counfellors,  who 
fecretly  wifhing  and  driving  to  ad¬ 
vance  their  own  power  in  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  by  thefe  innovations,  had 
furprized  the  unwary  mind  of  the 
fovereign  into  raili  and  precipitate 
meafures. 

This  allufion  was  particularly  di¬ 
rected  to  the  chancellor  of  Brabant, 
who  forgetful  of  the  great  truft 
confided  in  him,  as  well  as  of  the 
eminence  and  dignity  of  his  high 
ftation,  had  been  brought  over  to 
abandon  the  one,  and  to  degrade 
the  other,  by  accepting  the  office 
of  prefident  in  the  lupreme  tribunal 
which  was  now  to  be  eftablifhed  at 
Bruflels. 

it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  no  part 
of  the  public  odium  excited  by  thefe 
extraordinary  meafures  fell  in  any 
degree  upon  the  arch-duchefs  and 
her  hufband,  the  duke  of  Saxe  Tef- 
chen,  who  being  governors  general 
of  the  Netherlands,  were  the  per- 
lons  on  whom  it  might  naturally 
have  been  fuppofed  the  torrent  of 
blame  would  principally  have  fallen. 


On  the  contrary,  the  conduCt  o' 
thefe  princes  had  in  all  things  been 
fo  laudable  and  pleafing  to  the  peo- 
ple,  that  they  had  gained  their  good 
opinion  and  even  affeCtion,  and  were 
never  once  fulpeCted  of  contriving, 
or  even  of  wifhing  to  further  the 
execution  of  any  fcheme  for  the  fub- 
verfion  of  their  conftitution  and  li¬ 
berties. 

The  public  blame  and  odium  was 
principally  directed  to  the  count 
Belgiojofo,  the  minifter,  a  Miiti- 
nele  by  birth,  and  fuppofed  to  ftand 
fo  highly  in  the  favour  of  his  fove¬ 
reign,  that  all  the  late  innovations 
were  readily  imputed  to  him  ;  the 
governors  general  being  only  confi- 
dered  as  holding  the  oftenfible  in- 
fignia  of  government,  while  he  pof- 
lefted  the  real  power.  This  noble¬ 
man,  although  he  had  for  three 
years  held  the  office  of  minifter  in 
the  Low  Countries,  was  luppafed 
to  be  little  acquainted  with  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  people,  and  fill  lefs 
with  their  laws  and  conftitution. 
Being  himfelf  bred  under  a  deipotic 
form  of  government,  and  being 
Jikewile  naturally  of  a  haughty, 
imperious,  and  arbitrary  temper,  he 
leemed  little  calculated  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  a  free  people  ;  and  it 
was  vexatioufly  obferved  at  this  rime, 
that  his  long  refidence  in  England, 
as  a  mb  a  (Ta  dor  from  the  couit  of 
Vienna,  inftead  of  inducing  him  to 
venerate  the  principles  of  a  free 
conftitution,  had  produced  the  un¬ 
toward  effeCt  of  livening  his  native 
prejudices  the  more  firmly.  His 
adminiftration  accordingly  produced 
neither  favour  nor  confidence  from 
the  Flemings,  and  he  was  now  uni¬ 
verfally  detefted  as  the  principal  au¬ 
thor  of  all  the  prefent  dangerous 
and  deftruCtive  meafures. 

The  ftates  of  Brabant  were  not 
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fitting  when  the  new  ordinances 
made  their  appearance,  but  the 
.committee  of  the  dates,  which  was 
deftined  to  fo  fpeedy  a  diffolution, 
loft  no  time  in  prefenting  a  ftrong 
and  fpirited  memorial  to  the  court 
of  Bruftels.  In  this  piece  the  com¬ 
mittee  having  difplayed  the  peculiar 
excellencies  of  their  conftitution, 
and  expatiated  on  the  happy  and 
glorious  efteCts  which  through  id 
many  ages  it  had  produced,  they 
entered  into  a  particular  detail  of 
the  hiftory  of  their  great  charter, 
the  joyous  entry,  Brewing  how  it  had 
been  firft  obtained  from  the  ancient 
dukes  of  Brabant,  more  as  a  (paci¬ 
fication  and  record  of  rights  and 
privileges  which  they  had  then  al¬ 
ready  long  poftl (Ted,  than  as  a  grant 
of  new  :  how  it  had  been  maintained 
and  enlarged  by  their  fucceeding 
fovereigns  the  dukes  of  Burgundy  ; 
and  afterwards  ratified  and  fworn 
to  by  both  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  They  then  protefted  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms  again  ft  the  violation 
of  that  ?reat  charter  of  their  li- 
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berties  attempted  by  the  late  edicts  ; 
declared  that  they  were  from  their 
nature  invalid  ;  and  that  no  change 
whatever  could  take  place  in  the 
eftablifhed  conftitution,  thus  fo- 
lemnly  fecured,  without  not  only 
the  confent  but  the  po.fitive  aCt  of 
the  three  eflates  of  Brabant.  The 
council  of  Brabant  like  wile  made 
ufe  of  the  fnort  period  allotted  td 
its  exigence,  by  flrongly  luppontlng 
the  reprefentations  riiatir  by  the 
committee  in  this  memorial. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the 
new  arrangements  to  take  place, 
the  people,  by  mutual  communica¬ 
tion  of  their  ifyntiments  and  appre- 
henfions,  were  carried  nearly  to  the 
higheft  pitch  of  irritation.  They 
fancied  (hey  already  faw  military 


enrolments,  territorial  impofls,  and 
all  thofe  other  effects  of  arbitrary 
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power,  which  the  people  groaned 
under  in  the  hereditary  provinces  of 
Germany,  now  fully  eftablifhed 
among  themfelves,  through  the  fu- 
prerne  power  allotted  to  the  inten- 
dants.  1  he  common  danger  pro¬ 
duced  the  good  effect  of  coalefcing 
all  orders  of  the  people  in  one  coni' 
paCt  and  firm  mafs.  Every  indivi¬ 
dual  was  willing  to  hafcard  all  things 
in  the  defence  of  his  rights  ;  but  it 
remained  for  the  wifer  few  to  deter¬ 
mine  how  this  was  to  be  done  with 
effeCt.  The  clergy  faw  that  the 
only  profpeCt  they  could  poffibly 
have  of  preferving  their  remaining 
poffeffions,  and  conlequemly  any 
part  of  their  weight  in  the  ftate, 
was  by  embarking  hand  and  heart 
with  the  people  in  the  fupport  of 
their  civil  rights and  thoie  who 
were  not  before  forty  to  fee  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  church 
confiderably  reduced,  were  now 
fenfible  of  the  fatal  error  of  open¬ 
ing  any  inlet,  however  final!,  or 
upon  whatever  pretence  or  account, 
for  the  introduction  of  arbitrary 
power  in  the  reform  or  fettlen  enf 
of  a  free  conftitution.  The  arbi¬ 
trary  meafures  purfued  againft  the 
clergy,  which  were  little  attended 
to  when  every  other  clafs  of  the 
people  thought  itielf  fecure,  now 
told  to  every  man's  feelings  as  a 
part  of  the  common  ftock  ot  griev¬ 
ance,  and  were  confidered  as  the 
firlt  links  of  that  chain  of  defpotifin 
which  was  deiigned  to  embrace  the 
whole  ftate.  Thus  the  interefts  of 
the  church  and  of  the  people  were 
firmly  united,  and  religious  preju¬ 
dice  being  enlifted  on  the  fide  of 
patriotifm,  came  necdfarily  within 
its  protection. 

Notwithftanding  the  peaceable 

character 
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character  of  the  country,  and  dif- 
pofition  of  its  inhabitants,  it  did 
not  want  many  generous  fpiiits,  men 
of  rank  and  of  foitune,  who,  dif- 
daining  to  furrender  the  rights 
which  they  inherited  fiom  their 
anceftors,  weie  not  appalled  by  the 
prodigious  difparity  in  every  point 
of  comparifon,  between  their  means 
of  fupporting  a  conted,  and  thole 
of  the  mighty  power  with  whom 
they  feemed  dedined  to  conteft. 
They  likewife  faw  that  the  public 
affairs  of  Europe  were  in  lo  pecu¬ 
liar  a  fituation,  that  fcarcely  any 
former  period  could  have  cut  them 
fo  entirely  off  from  any  hope  of 
foreign  affiftance  or  fupport.  But 
then  they  were  aware,  that  if  they 
were  now  dilpoffefled  of  their  rights, 
there  never  could  even  be  a  hope 
of  their  future  recovery  ;  and  that 
they  would  foon  dwindle  into  the 
fame  (late  of  infignificance  and  po¬ 
verty  with  Tranlylvania,  Sclavonia, 
or  any  other  of  the  moll  abjeCl  de¬ 
pendant  provinces. 

The  arbitrary  conduct,  and  even 
the  mylferious  language  and  coun¬ 
tenance  of  the  minider,  ferved  to 
confirm  thefe  difpolitions,  and  to 
afford  them  greater  ftrength,  by 
increafing  the  difcontent,  and  ce¬ 
menting  the  union  of  the  people. 
The  public  appiehenfions  had  al¬ 
ready  produced  very  untoward  ef¬ 
fects  in  the  rapid  decline  of  com¬ 
merce,  the  great  decreafe  of  the 
quantity  of  caffi  in  circulation,  and 
a  proportionate  failuje  of  the  re¬ 
venue  anting  from  the  cuftoms. 
Although  thefe  were  not  only  the 
ufual  but  the  certain  confequences 
of  violent  meafures,  and  that  the 
caufe  and  etfeCt  were  vifibls  in  the 
cifferent  links,  yet  the  failure  of 
i iif  revenue,  which  was  all  that 
gave  him  any  concern,  was  attri¬ 


buted  entirely  by  the  minifter  to 
the  increafe  of  contraband  trade  ; 
and  confidering  feverity  as  the  molt 
effectual  remedy  for  this  evil,  an 
order  was  iffued,  impowering  the 
revenue  officers  to  fire  diredtiy  at 
any  peifon  who,  when  called  10  by 
them  to  Hop,  did  not  inflantly  obey 
the  command.  It  may  be  ealily 
conceived  vvith  what  degree  of  fa- 
tisfaCtion  fo  harfti  and  cruel  a  fea¬ 
ture  of  German  defpotifm,  which 
rendered  immediate  death  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  natural  infirmity  or  acci¬ 
dental  misfortune,  was  introduced 
among  a  people  accuftomed  to  a  juft 
and  lenient  government. 

In  Brabant  the  whole  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  commons  lay  in  the 
deputies  that  were  elected  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  dates  by  the  three 
principle  cities  of  the  province, 
Bruffels,  Louvain,  and  Antwerp  : 
nor  could  any  tax  be  impeded,  nor 
fubfidy  granted  bv  the  dates  rhern- 
felves,  until  it  was  confirmed  by 
the  approbation  of  thefe  three  ci¬ 
ties.  The  companies  of  aits  and 
trades  form  a  principal  member  in 
each  of  thefe  cities,  and,  as  may 
be  expeCted  in  a  country  lo  eaily 
and  fo  highly  celebrated  for  its 
{kill  in  arts  and  manufactures,  pcf- 
fefs  great  and  eminent  privileges, 
and  include  great  numbers  of  the 
mod  retpeCfcable  citizens.  In  Bruf- 
iels  thefe  companies  are  formed  into 
nine  bands  or  nations,  each  of  which 
is  governed  by  a  didiuCt  ruler, 
called  a  cyndic  ;  in  whole  hands, 
aCfing  as  the  mouth,  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  corporation,  much 
Weight  and  influence  is  lodged. 

The  lyndics  of  the  nine  nations 
now  took  an  active  and  important 
part  in  defence  of  the  public  'li¬ 
berty.  They  drew  up  and  pre¬ 
heated  a  memorial,  conceived  in 
[*0\  4  that 
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that  bold  fpirit  of  freedom,  which 
had  animated  and  characterised  the 
great  cities  in  the  days  of  their 
greateft  fplendour  and  independ¬ 
ence.  After  placing  in  a  ftrong 
light,  the  nature  and  conditions  of 
the  inaugural  oath  and  compact, 
they  commented,  with  a  freedom 
and  plainnefs  of  language  not  of¬ 
ten  heard  at  courts,  on  the  repeated 
flagrant  violations  of  them  which 
had  of  late  taken  place.  After  re¬ 
counting  the  various  heads  of 
grievance  which  we  have  already 
feen,  they  boldly  aflerted  that  pe¬ 
culiar  and  extraordinary  privilege 
and  fecurity  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  which  the  conftitution  of 
Brabant  has  eftablifhed,  by  fpe- 
cifically  ordaining,  u  That  if  the 
“  fovereign  fhall  infringe  upon  the 
4<  articles  of  the  joyous  entry ,  his 
**  fubje&s  fhall  be  difeharged  from 
“  all  duty  and  fervice  to  him,  un- 
“  til  fuch  time  as  due  reparation 
4<  fhall  be  made  for  fuch  infi inge¬ 
ment. 

This  grave  and  fpirited  memo¬ 
rial  gave  a  form  and  a  fanCtion  to 
the  lpirit  which  already  prevailed, 
and  was  a  fignal  for  difplaying 
it. 

In  the  mean  time  as  if  the  caufes 
of  difeontent  had  not  been  already 
fufficiently  numerous,  the  fruitful 
genious  of  innovation  found  means 
to  extract  from  the  cold  and  ab- 
ftrufe  fcience  of  theology  mate¬ 
rials  for  kindling  a  new  flame, 
which  being  fpeedily  communicated 
to  all  the  orders  of  the  church, 
which  was  now  fo  clofely  united 
with  every  other  part  of  the  date, 
political  interefts,  and  the  fenfe  of 
common  danger  concurred,  in  re¬ 
newing  and  enforcing  the  impreffions 
of  education. 

Louvain,  one  of  the  three  prin¬ 


cipal  cities  of  Brabant,  has  long 
been  noted  for  its  ancient  and 
fplendid  univerfity,  whofe  numerous 
colleges  are  very  richly  endowed,  and 
contained  a  prodigious  number  of 
ftudents.  It  was  once  held  refpec- 
table  for  its  learning,  but  has  loft 
much  of  its  chara&er  in  that  re- 
fpe6t,  through  the  obftinacy  with 
with  it  has  adhered  to  the  ancient 
fchool  forms  arid  opinions,  which 
neceffarily  fhut  out  all  thofe  means 
of  improvement  which  have  been 
fo  happily  adopted  in  modern  times 
by  other  great  feminaries  of  in- 
ftruCtion.  This  univerfity  has  long 
been  particularly  noted  for  its  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  papal  fee,  and 
the  extraordinary  reverence  with 
which  it  regarded  the  fupreme  pon¬ 
tiff  ;  difpofitions  which,  as  they  lel- 
tened  in  other  places,  feemed  to 
acquire  additional  ftrength  here, 
and  which,  could  by  no  means  re¬ 
commend  them  to  the  favour  of 
the  fovereign  in  the  prefent  reign. 

Some  reforms  had  been  lately 
adopted  by  the  fovereign,  which, 
if  they  had  not  been  too  haftily 
purfued,  and  carried  to  too  great 
an  extent  in  the  firft  inftance,  might 
probably  have  proved  ferviceable  in 
time,  and  under  the  government 
of  caution  and  prudence,  t©  the  in¬ 
terefts  of  literature.  But  the  fiift 
eflay  was  made  upon  fuch  tender 
and  forbidden  ground,  and  fo  total 
a  contempt  {hewn  to  all  addrefs  and 
management  in  conducing  the  ap¬ 
proaches,  and  it  was  eafily  feen 
what  the  iffue  would  be.  Thofe, 
whofe  duty  it  is  to  teach,  will  not 
readily  lubmit  to  learn  ;  and  per¬ 
haps  they  may  not  be  unreafonable 
in  expecting  the  correction  of  their 
errors  rather  from  argument  and 
perfuafion,  than  from  the  hands  of 
power,  and  the  eloquence  of  edicts. 

Thfe 
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The  doCtrines  of  teachers,  and  the 
principles  of  education  which  re¬ 
gulate  the  morals  and  fafhion  the 
lives  of  a  whole  people,  are  not 
eafily  changed,  nor  ought  they  to 
he  fo :  but  they  are  not  incapa¬ 
ble  of  reformation,  becaufe  they 
cannot  be  reformed  in  every  way. 

A  wife  government,  by  the  intro¬ 
duction  and  encouragement  of  fome- 
thing  better,  will  gradually  draw 
away  the  tribute  of  affections  and 
opinions,  and  leave  the  obfolete 
and  deferted  error  to  perifli  in 
filent  oblivion,  or  compel  it  to 
adopt  the  new  improvement,  which 
all  the  force  of  legiflative  prohibi¬ 
tion  and  injunction  could  never  have 
effected.  The  firft  of  the  imperial 
reforms  in  the  univerfity  of  Lou¬ 
vain  extended  to  the  facred  fcience 
of  theology  ;  or  at  leaft  to  the 
overthrow  of  that  fyftem  of  it 
which  had  hitherto  been  profelTed 
and  taught  in  the  univerfity. 

We  are  to  obfeive,  that  this 
fcience  had  till  now  been  taught 
in  particular  colleges,  appropriated 
to  that  purpofe,  in  the  univerfity  ; 
and  that  exclufive  of  thefe,  tach 
bifliop  had  a  peculiar  feminary,  in 
which  all  the  youth  of  the  diocefe, 
who  were  deftined  to  holy  orders, 
were  bred  up  under  his  own  eye, 
until  the  time  arrived  for  profecut- 
ing  their  degrees  in  the  univerfity. 
The  religious  orders  had  likewife 

o 

their  peculiar  feminaries  for  the 
education  and  inftruCtion  of  their 
novices  ;  the  auftere  fyftem  of  whofe 
future  lives,  any  more  than  their 
uncouth  garb,  being  ill  fuited  to 
mixing  in  the  crowds  and  noft'e  of 
a  vaft  univerfity,  and  in  the  licenfe 
of  a  populous  city. 

All  thefe  colleges  and  feminaries 
were  now  abolished,  and  a  general 
feniinary,  eflablifhed  at  Louvain 'by 
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the  fovereign  for  the  ftudy  of  theo- 
logy,  was  ordained  to  fupply  their 
place  ;  an  edict  being  publifhed, 
that  all  thofe  youth  who  were  de¬ 
signed  for  the  church  Should  repair 
to  the  general  feminary  to  purfue 
and  finifh  their  theological  (Indies. 
—But  this  was  not  all,  the  conduCt 
of  the  new  feminary  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  ftrangers  and  ,  fo¬ 
reigners.  As  if  the  clergy  and 
fchools  of  the  Flemifh  nation  were 
not  competent  to  the  education  of 
their  own  youth,  and  were  incapa¬ 
ble  of  inftruCting  in  the  paftoral 
duties,  thofe  defigned  for  the  church, 
a  reCtor  and  profeffors  were  lent 
from  Germany,  to  whom  Vere 
committed  the  entire  charge  of  the 
general  feminary,  and  the  exclu¬ 
five  inftrnCtion  of  all  youth  defign¬ 
ed  for  the  miniftry  ;  the  new  pro- 
feffors  being  them  id  yes  independent 
of  the  fta’utes  and  tuies  of  the 
univerfity,  and  free  from  the  in- 
fpeCtion  and  all  controul  of  the 
bifhops. 

This  general  importation  of  fo¬ 
reign  inftruCtors,  and  foreign  prin¬ 
ciples  of  inftruCtion,  was  ro  affix 
by  authority  a  ftigma  of  baibarifm 
upon  a  whole  nation,  upon  a  church 
very  early  eftablifhed,  and  long  held 
refptCtable,  and'  upon  an  opulent, 
powerful,  and  very  numerous  body 
of  clergy. 

The  bifhops  rot  only  complained 
of  a  direct  invafion  of  their  rights, 
but  declared  that  in  a  little  time 
they  fhoiild  be  rendered  incapable 
of  ciifcharging  their  rnoft  important 
function,  as  they  could  roi  admit 
men  into  holy  orders,  of  whofe  edu¬ 
cation,  morals,  or  religious  prin¬ 
ciples,  they  had  no  knowledge.  The 
univerfity  exclaimed  loudly  at  fo 
unexampled  a  violation  of  all  their 
laws,  inftitutions,  and  privileges. 

Sufpicions 
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Sufpicions  were  entertained  and 
fpread  which  rendered  the  new  pro- 
feifors  extremely  odious,  and  ferved 
fo  communicate  the  difcontent  of 
jthe  clergy  to  every  order  and  part 
of  the  people.  The  new  profeffors 
in  religion,  as  it  had  been  obferved 
of  the  new  minillers  of  govern¬ 
ment,  happened  to  be  natives  of 
thofe  remote  provinces  of  Ger¬ 
many,  where  not  only  the  opinions 
of  Proteftantifin  were  held  to  be 
prevalent  ;  but  it  was  faid,  that  the 
errors  oi  Arianifm,  Socinianifm,  and 
of  the  Moravians  were  fcarcely  lefs 
general.  Their  principal,  the  Abbe 
btceger,  who  was  redtor,  had  like- 
wife  publifhed  a  body  of  ecclefiafti- 
cal  hitlory,  in  which,  though  other- 
wife  a  work  of  merit,  he  was  faid 
to  have  treated  the  decrees  of  popes 
and  councils  with  lefs  reverence 
than  was  fuited  to  the  character  of 
a  catholic  pried.  There  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  a  general  outcry,  that  re¬ 
ligion  was  in  immediate  danger  ; 
that  the  Low  Countries,  which  had 
fb  long  gloried  in  holding  the  ca¬ 
tholic  Taith  in  its  higheft  and  ori¬ 
ginal  purity,  were  now  to  be  con¬ 
taminated  with  heterodox  opinions, 
and  the  principles  of  the  riling  ge¬ 
neration  corrupted  at  the  fource  of 
knowledge  ;  whilft  that  holy  reli¬ 
gion,  which  Louvain  had  fo  long 
preferved  without  (lain  within  her 
walls,  was  to  be  defiled  by  the  foul 
taint  of  herefy. 

In  this  (late  of  things  the  mi- 
ntfter  thought  proper  to  add  new 
fewel  to  feed  the  flame.  He  iffued 
an  order  to  father  Godefroi  d.’ A  loft , 
vlfitor  of  the  capuchins  at  B ruf¬ 
fe  Is,  to  fend  the  young  (Indents  of 
his  order  to  be  educated  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  feminary.  The  vifitor  re- 
fufed  to  comply  with  this  order,  on 
the  ground  of  the  deep  fenfe  with 
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which  he  was  imprefled  of  the 
imminent  danger  to  which  the 
young  capuchins  would  be  expofed 
from  the  heterodox  dodlrines  of  the 
German  protelfors ;  and  concluded 
a  Latin  letter,  though  breathing 
fomewhat  of  a  fanatical  fpirit,  with 
a  declaration  that  he  rather  chofe 
to  endure  peifecution  (or  the  fake 
of  the  truth,  than  to  obey  the  un¬ 
lawful  commands  of  princes.  This 
refufal  fo  much  irritated  the  mi- 
nifter  that  Godefroi  w7as  command¬ 
ed  to  depart  from  BrufTels  in  twen¬ 
ty-four  hours,  and  to  quit  the  do¬ 
minions  of  the  Emperor  within  three 
days. 

This  violent  aft  excited  much 
indignation.  It  not  only  afforded 
a  new  fubje£t  of  complaint  to  thofe 
who  were  zealous  in  religion,  and 
((lengthened  the  abhorrence  to  the 
general  feminary,  but  it  increafed 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  progrefs 
of  arbitrary  power,  which  were  al¬ 
ready  fo  generally  entertained.  For 
the  laws  of  Brabant  ordain,  that 
no  jcrfon  fhall  be  punifhed  but  by 
due  torm  of  law,  declared  by  the 
fentence  of  a  proper  magiftrate  ; 
and  thus  an  opportunity  was  taken 
in  (Locking  religious  prejudice,  to 
violate  civil  right.  But  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  irritation  was  extended  to 
many  other  afts,  and  ail  at  the 
fame  point  of  time. 

Mr.  de  Hondt,  a  man  of  irre¬ 
proachable  character,  and  an  emi¬ 
nent  merchant  of  Brulfels,  had  held 
a  contract  tor  fupplying  the  army 
in  the  Low  Count!  ies  with  forage. 
The  term  of  this  contract  had  ex¬ 
pired,  his  accounts  were  examined 
in  the  cuftomary  manner,  liqui¬ 
dated  and  clofed,  and  the  whole 
tranfadlion  was  to  all  appearance 
ended.  But  fulpicions  having  arifen 
upon  an  after- thought,  that  fome 

unfair 
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unfair  transactions  had  taken  place 
in  the  department  of  contractors 
and  commifTaries,  he  was  included 
in  a  charge  brought  beiore  that 
tribunal  at  BrufTels,  to  which  the 
cognizance  of  fuch  cales  fpecially 
belonged.  Mr.  de  Hondt  had  put 
in  his  anfwer  to  the  charge,  and 
the  affair  was  proceeding  in  due 
courfe  of  law  to  a  decifion,  when 
he  was  enfnared  into  a  public  office 
belonging  to  government,  where  he 
found  himfelf  inftantly  lui rounded, 
and  feized  by  an  armed  loldiery, 
who,  after  a  few  hours  confine¬ 
ment  on  the  fpot,  forced  him  into 
a  carriage  ;  and  though  he  was 
labouring  under  a  fevere  and  dan¬ 
gerous  indifpofftion,  tranfported  him 
by  the  moft  rapid  journies,  as  it  was 
afierted,  in  chains,  and  under  an 
aimed  guard,  to  Vienna. 

Such  an  open  contempt  of  the 
tonus  of  juitice  (truck  every  man 
with  dread  and  with  horror  ;  while 
Auftrian  defpotifm,  military  go¬ 
vernment,  chains,  dungeons,  and 
Vienna,  became  infeparable  ideas, 
and  filled  every  imagination.  It 
was  in  vain  that  the  miniftiy  en¬ 
deavoured  to  glols  over  the  act, 
by  pretending  that  Mr.  de  Hondt’s 
contraCt  for  forage  rendered  him 
iubjeCt  to  military  law.  The  peo¬ 
ple  were  by  no  means  in  a  temper 
to  liften  to  luch  arguments.  Madam 
de  Hondt  loft  no  time  in  addrefling 
and  publifhing  a  Spirited  memorial 
to  the  ftates  of  Brabant  (although 
they  were  not  yet  aflembled)  in 
which,  with  the  dignity  of  a  Roman 
matron,  fhe  leemed  not  lefs  XeniT 
ble  of  the  violence  offered  to  the 
laws  and  conftitution  of  her  coun¬ 
try,  than  of  her  own  particular  in¬ 
jury  ;  but  ftrongly  called  upon  them 
to  aflert  her  caufe  as  that  of  the 
public,  and  to  diicharge  their  duty 
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with  effeCt,  as  the  guardians  of  the 
rights  and  privileges  ol  the  people. 

The  eyes  of  all  men  were  now 
directed  to  the  meeting  of  the  ftates, 
and  their  minds  fulpended  until 
they  could  form  fome  conclufion, 
from  their  proceedings  in  the  out- 
fet,  of  what  they  might  farther  hope 
or  expeCt.  This  aflembly  was  con¬ 
vened  at  BrufTels  in  the  month  of 
April,  and  foon  relieved  the  minds 
of  the  people,  by  (hewing  that  the 
fpirit  of  their  anceftors  was  not  yet 
extinCt.  When  they  were  request¬ 
ed,  according  to  the  ufual  forms,  in 
the  name  ol  the  fovereign,  to  grant 
the  cuftomary  lubfidies,  they  to¬ 
tally  refuled  to  treat  in  any  manner 
upon  the  fubjeCt  of  fubfidies,  until 
the  grievances  of  the  people  were 
fully  redreffed.  They  then  iffued 
orders  to  the  collectors  and  receiv¬ 
ers  of  the  public  revenues,  forbid¬ 
ding  them,  on  pain  of  inftant  fuf- 
penfion  from  their  offices,  to  pay 
any  regard  or  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  the  new  intendants,  or 
their  commifTaries.  Having  given 
this  fpeci men  of  the  fpirit  by  which 
they  were  actuated,  and  earned  of 
the  conduCt  which  they  intended  to 
purfue,  they  proceeded  to  vindicate 
the  rights  of  rhe  conftitution  in  a 
moft  fpirited  remonftrance  to  the 
governors  general. 

In  this  piece,  having  declared 
their  undoubted  rights,  and  ftated 
in  ftrong  colours  the  numerous  in¬ 
fractions  of  the  conftitution  which 
had  taken  place,  particularly  by  the 
new  edicts  whicn  had  been  pub- 
iifhed  contrary  to  law,  without  their 
content,  or  any  communication  with 
them,  they  particularly  ipecified  the 
violation  ol  the  compact  between 
the  fovereign  and  his  fubjeCts,  by 
wrefting  the  great  feal  oi  Brabant 
from  thofe  hands  in  which  the  con- 

Ititution 
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ftitution  had  lodged  it,  and  placing 
It  in  thole  of  the  minifter.  They 
then  ftated  the  mockery  put  upon 
t’nemfelves,  and  equal  violation  of 
the  laws,  by  the  fubftitution  of  a 
fingle  deputy  to  fupply  the  place 
of  their  committee  ;  and  pointed 
©Ut  the  deplorable  fervitude  with 
which  the  provinces  were  openly 
menaced,  by  the  new  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  powers  with  which  the  in- 
tendant  and  his  commiflaries  were 
furniftied.  They  recited  the  vio¬ 
lent  adts  in  religious  matters,  as 
part  of  the  fame  arbitrary  fyftem 
with  the  jate  edicts  ;  and  particu¬ 
larly  complained  of  the  injury  to 
the  ftates,  and  the  violence  offered 
to  the  conftitution,  by  withholding 
from  them  the  abbots,  who  formed 
an  eflential  part  of  their  body. — 
They  afferted  that  the  fyndics,  in 
their  memorial,  had  held  up  a  true 
pifhire  of  the  afflicted  (late  of  the 
nation,  of  the  decline  of  commerce, 
and  of  the  apprehenfions  with  which 
all  ranks  of  men  were  fei2ed  ;  and 
they  added,  diredtly  from  them- 
jfelves,  that  thefe  apprehenfions  were 
no  longer  vain  forebodings,  for  that 
the  reign  of  defpotifm  and  military 
government  was  already  begun,  and 
-had  fully  difplayed  itfelf  in  the 
feizure  of  Mr.  de  Hondt,  who  was 
forced  from  his  dwelling  by  an  armed 
foldiery,  and  carried  away,  to  be 
tried  by  the  laws  and  the  tribunals 
of  a  country  to  which  he  was  not 
amenable.  They  reprefented,  in 
ftriking  colours,  the  effeds  that  muft: 
enfue  from  the  prolecution  of  this 
arbitrary  fyftem— the  fall  of  com¬ 
merce,  the  emigration  of  the  citi¬ 
zens,  and  the  defolation  of  thofe 
ftourifhing  provinces,  whofe  riches 
and  Credit  had  fo  often  been'  fuc- 
cefsfully  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
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The  court  of  Bruflels  was  afto- 
niftied,  and  not  a  little  difturbed, 
at  the  vigorous  meafures  put  fued  by 
the  ftates,  which  it  feems  far  ex¬ 
ceeded  what  was  expedted.  The 
minifter  thought  at  ftrft  that  every 
thing  muft  bend  to  the  weight  of 
authority,  and  endeavoured  to  inti¬ 
midate  the  ftates  into  a  compliance 
with  the  requiiitions  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  but  he  found  to  his  difap- 
pointment  that  the  members  were 
not  to  be  fhaken  by  menaces,  and 
that  they  refolutely  perfevered  in 
their  refufal  of  granting  fubfidies 
until  their  grievances  were  redreff- 
ed.  While  things  were  in  this  ftate, 
a  circumftance  took  place  which  af¬ 
forded  a  new  opportunity  of  {hew¬ 
ing  their  fpirit  and  firmnefs.  Mr. 
Vandernoodt,  a  counsellor  of  Bruf- 
fels,  and  an  eminent  advocate  in 
the  caufe  of  liberty,  publifhed  a 
treatife  addreffed  to  the  ftates,  in 
which,  from  ancient  records  and 
documents,  he  traced  out  and  elu¬ 
cidated  the  conftitution  of  Brabant ; 
the  ftates  not  only  ordered  this  trea¬ 
tife  to  be  read  in  their  prefence, 
but  decreed  public  thanks  to  the 
author,  for  having  fo  ably  and  fo 
juftly  vindicated  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

On  the  fiift  of  May  the  ancient 
tribunals  were  to  ceafe,  and  the 
new  to  commence  adtmg  ;  but  the 
ftates  forbid  the  council  of  Brabant 
to  pay  any  regard  to  that  decree, 
and  ,  commanded  that  tribunal  to 
maintain  itfelf  in  the  exercife  of  its 
functions.  The  council  obeyed  the 
ftates,  and  though  now  deprived  of 
that  ftately  edifice  which  the  city 
of  Brulfels  had  eredted  folely  to  be 
the  feat  of  that  tribunal,  they  ex- 
ercifed  their  fundlions  with  full  ef¬ 
fect  elfewhere,  boldly  declaring, 
that  the  pretended  new  tribunals 

were 
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were  fet  up  againft  law,  and  that 
their  a£ts  were  to  be  held  of  no  et- 
fe6t. 

Whilft  this  vigorous  oppofition  to 
the  new  decrees  was  carried  on  in 
Brabant,  the  lfates  of  Flanders  and 
of  Haynault  feemed  to  go  even 
beyond  them  in  the  loudnefs  of  their 
complaints,  the  boldnefs  of  their 
remonftrances  to  the  fovereign,  and 
at  lead  to  equal  them  in  their  ab¬ 
solute  rejedtion  of  the  new  tribu¬ 
nals,  and  their  refufal  to  Submit,  in 
any  degree,  to  any  of  the  decrees 
contained  in  the  late  edicts.  Even 
Luxemburgh  and  Namur  only  wait¬ 
ed  the  adembling  of  their  dates  to 
declare  an  equal  oppofition. 

The  nobles  of  Flanders,  who  had 
for  more  than  a  century  been  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  aflembly  of  the 
dates,  were  upon  this  occafion  re¬ 
called,  in  order  to  give  the  greater 
weight  and  dignity  to  their  repre¬ 
sentations.  This  body,  thus  re¬ 
united,  did  not  endeavour  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  importance  which  they  de¬ 
rived  from  the  Superior  fertility, 
opulence,  and  population  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  in  which  it  far  exceeded  any 
other  province,  as  it  likewife  did 
in  the  amount  of  the  Subfidies  which 
it  granted  to  the  fovereign.  Thefe 
topics  they  dated  and  enlarged  up¬ 
on  ;  and  after  reminding  the  fove¬ 
reign  of  their  mutual  relation,  and 
of  that  compact  by  which  he  was 
indituted  count  of  Flanders,  and 
they  became  his  Subjects,  they  con¬ 
cluded  in  the  following  terms 
“  We  demand  only  things  that  are 
“  juft  and  due,  and  allured  to  us 
“  by  the  cath  taken  at  your  inaugu- 
*■  ration.” 

The  court  of  Brudels  was  per¬ 
plexed  beyond  mealure  at  this  de¬ 
termined  oppofition  to  the  meafures 
of  government  which  appeared  on 


every  fide  ;  and  the  minifter  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  depart  from  that 
haughty  carriage  and  myfterious  re- 
ferve  which  he  had  hitherto  affum- 
ed.  Frequent  conferences  were  held 
with  the  dates,  concedions  were 
made  in  Small  matters,  and  pro¬ 
mises  were  liberally  beftowed  with 
refpedt  to  objects  of  moment.  Con- 
defcenfion,  intercourfe,  with  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  candour  and  good-will, 
feemed  now  likely  to  Succeed,  where 
a  different  conduct  had  So  totally 
failed.  The  two  firft  orders  of  the 
date,  the  clergy  and  the  nobles, 
feemed  a  good  deal  difpofed  to  relax, 
and  for  the  fake  of  prefent  quiet  and 
Security  to  give  up  Some  things ;  and, 
by  modelling  or  paring  the  consti¬ 
tution,  to  make  it  accord  in  Some 
fort  with  the  views  of  the  fovereign. 
—This  was  only  in  Brabant. 

The  fyndics  now  adled  a  great 
part.  Thole  of  Brudels,  being  join¬ 
ed  and  firmly  fupported  by  their 
brethren  of  Antwerp  and  Louvain, 
were  not  only  the  dilators  of  thefe 
great  communities,  but  had  fuch  an 
induence  with  the  people  at  large, 
that  they  might  be  confidered  as 
virtually  podedr.ng  almoft  the  whole 
authority  of  the  commons.  Names, 
and  edablifhed  opinions,  mud  always 
have  a  great  effect  upon  the  conducl 
of  mankind.  The  circumftance  of 
the  minifter's  being  an  Italian,  ren¬ 
dered  thefe  people  more  fufpicious 
and  apprebenfive  of  him  than  they 
might  have  been  perhaps  of  any 
other.  They  dreaded  the  Machia- 
velian  principles,  the  dexterity  in 
intrigue,  and  the  political  duplicity, 
which  are  fo  frequently,  but  too  ge¬ 
nerally,  afcribed  to  his  countrymen. 
They  faid  that  he  only  dallied  with, 
the  dates,  and  played  upon  them  by 
infignificant  concedions,  and  by  pro- 
aufes  which  he  never  intended  to 
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perform,  in  order  to  protract  the 
time  until  the  emperor’s  return 
from  Cherfon,  and  until  an  army 
could  be  fent  to  eftablifb  defpotifm 
with  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The 
fyndics  accordingly  published  a  de¬ 
claration  in  the  name  of  ihofe  large 
communities  which  they  reprefented, 
but  well  undeiftood  to  include  the 
people  at  large,  that  they  would 
never  fubmit  to  any  alteration  in 
their  ancient  conftitution,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  that  they  would  not  fuller 
a  fingle  iota  in  the  articles  of  the 
joyous  entry  to  be  changed.  The 
clergy  and  nobles  fuddenly  awaking 
as  it  were  from  a  dream,  imme¬ 
diately  adopted  this  determination  ; 
and  reprefenting  to  the  court  of 
Bruflels  that  they  would  not  con  fen  t 
to  any  innovations,  gave  notice,  that 
they  were  not  dilpofed  to  wafte  time 
in  vain  conferences  and  fruitlefs  ne- 
gociation. 

As  the  governors  general  delayed 
giving  any  folid  fatisfa<ftion,  this 
was  imputed  to  the  malignity  of  the 
minifter,  who  accordingly  became 
more  odious  than  ever.  The  fyndics 
held  forth  the  terrors  of  an  ancient 
ftatute  of  Brabant,  which  declared 
it  to  be  lawful  to  apprehend  and  to 
punifli  any  perfon  who  fliould  ob¬ 
stinately  perfift  in  obftru&ing  the 
public  good.  As  the  application 
intended  by  bringing  forward  this 
old  law  could  not  be  mifunderftood, 
the  minifter  began  to  be  ferioufly 
alarmed  for  his  perfon  ;  the  peace¬ 
able  chara&er  of  the  people  not  af¬ 
fording  anv  fuffieient  fecurity  againft 
the  violent  effe&s  of  their  indigna¬ 
tion,  when  the  law  thus  held  out  an 
apparent  juftification  for  its  greateft 
excels.  The  apprehenfions  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  minifter  could  not  be 
leflened  by  the  conduct  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  Brabant,  who  finding  him- 


felf  included  in  no  fmall  fhare  of 
the  popular  odium,  and  that  he  had 
been  not  obfcurely  pointed  at  in 
fome  of  the  relblutions  of  the  fyn¬ 
dics,  thought  it  prudent,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  favour  and  prote£tion 
of  government,  to  abandon  both  his 
new  and  his  old  office,  and  to  with¬ 
draw  himfelf  entirely  from  the  Low 
Countries.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
public  heats  continually  increafing, 
and  there  being  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  the  people,  impatient  of  the 
apparent  tardinefs  of  their  rulers, 
and  of  the  uncertainty  of  their  fitua- 
tion,  might  rufh  headlong  into  fome 
a<5ts  of  extreme  violence,  the  ftates 
of  Brabant  declared  to  the  governors 
general,  that  unlefs  meafures  were 
Ipeedily  taken  to  fatisfy  the  juft  de¬ 
mands,  and  to  allay  the  fears  of 
the  people,  they  could  no  longer  be 
anfwerable  for  their  conduct  ;  and 
would  therefore  be  obliged  them- 
felves  to  proceed  to  the  exertion  of 
that  authority  with  which  they  were 
inverted,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
conftitution  from  injury,  and  the 
country  from  ruin. 

The  governors  general  could  not 
fail  being  alarmed  at  the  fudden  re¬ 
volution  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  temper  and  difpofition  of  a  peo¬ 
ple,  whom  they  had  hitherto  go¬ 
verned  not  only  with  the  greateft 
tranquillity,  but  who  had  manifefted 
on  every  occafion  an  affectionate  at¬ 
tachment  to  their  perfons,  as  well 
as  a  dutiful  fubmiflion  to  their  au¬ 
thority.  They  now  faw  plainly  that 
they  were  infpired  with  an  univerfai 
fpiiit  of  refiftance  ;  and  that  their 
being  hitherto  reftrained,  was  only 
to  be  afcribed  to  the  prudence  and 
moderation  of  the  popular  leaders. 
The  emperor  was  at  fo  great  a  dis¬ 
tance,  and  the  communication  fo 
uncertain  and  difficult,  that  they 
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were  under  a  neceftity  of  a&ing  from 
themfelves,  without  waiting  tor  his 
council  or  inftrudtion.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  they  faw  there  was  no 
other  alternative  to  a  general  inlur- 
redtion,  the  event  of  which  could 
not  be  forefeen,  and  which  ruuft  in 
any  cafe  be  highly  deftrufrive  in  its 
confequences,  but  to  make  fuch  con- 
ceftions  as  would  afford  fatisladlion 
to  the  people. 

In  this  view  they  fufpended,  until 
the  farther  will  of  the  fovereign 
fhould  be  know'n,  the  whole  older 
of  intendants  and  commiflaries. — 
They  ordered  the  new  tribunals, 
which  had  been  to  lately  opened, 
to  be  fhut,  and  gave  the  fandtion  of 
government  to  the  ancient  tribu¬ 
nals,  for  the  refumption  of  thofe 
fundtions,  from  the  exercife  of  which 
they  had  not  defifted.  They  alio 
recalled  father  Godefroi  from  his 
exile  ;  and  promifed  their  applica¬ 
tion  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  for  the 
reftoration  of  Mr.  de  Hondt  back 
into  Brabant. 

The  governors  general,  however, 
foon  found  that  thefe  conceflions 
were  not  fufficient,  that  the  dates 
of  Brabant  were  far  fiom  being  fa- 
tisfied,  and  that  the  minds  of  men 
were  (fill  generally  agitated  by  ap- 
prehenfions  and  jealoufies.  They 
accordingly  determined,  with  equal 
julfice  and  prudence,  to  reffore,  as 
far  as  the  power  lay  in  themfelves 
the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  cf  the 
provinces,  by  meeting  the  wifhes 
of  the  people  in  their  full  extent. 
For  this  purpofe  they  iffued  a  de¬ 
cree,  fully  competent  to  the  defign, 
and  which  promifed  to 
render  the  30th  of  May 
a  day  of  perpetual  jubi¬ 
lee  in  the  Low  Countries.  Jn  this im- 
portaht  document  they  declared,  that 


all  arrangements,  which  were  in  any 
refpedt  contrary  to  the  joyous  en¬ 
try  y  fhould  be  entiiely  let  afide  ; 
and  that  due  reparation  fhould  be 
made  for  all  infringements  on  that 
great  charter,  which  the  people  held 
fo  facred.  't  hey  exprefied  their 
hopes  and  wifhes,  that  the  fovereign 
would  ratify  this  declaration  ;  and 
promifed  to  employ  their  own  good 
offices  to  the  utmoft  at  the  impe¬ 
rial  court,  for  the  accompliflimeot 
of  that  purpole  ;  and  they  conlented 
to  remove  from  their  councils  all 
thofe  per  Ions  whofe  conduct  had  ren¬ 
dered  them  obnoxious  to  the  ftates 
of  Brabant. 

This  ample  declaration  produced 
the  moft  unbounded  joy  among  the 
people.  The  ftates  of  Brabant,  and 
the  lyndics,  haflened  to  exprefs  their 
warm  acknowledgments  to  the  go¬ 
vernors  general,  and  received  the 
favour  as  if  it  had  been  an  original 
grace,  and  the  hi  ft  grant  of  privi¬ 
lege  or  liberty.  The  princes  af¬ 
forded  an  opportunity  to  the  people 
at  large  of  pouring  forth  their  grate¬ 
ful  acclamations  to  them  ;  and  had 
the  fatisfadlion  of  beholding  heart¬ 
felt  joy,  gratitude,  and  affedfion, 
depidtured  in  every  countenance,  in 
the  place  of  lowring  dilcontent  or 
furious  anger.  The  fame  afturances 
of  the  prefervation  of  their  rights 
having  been  communicated  to  the 
otiier  provinces,  the  fatisfadtion  and 
joy  became  univerfal  ;  and  in  this  fea- 
fon  of  general  triumph,  the  citizens 
of  Mons,  in  Haynault  (who  had  been 
diftinguifhed  by  their  zeal  and  fpi- 
rit,  and  by  the  ftrength  and  bold- 
nefs  of  their  remonftrances  in  the 
late  period  of  danger)  could  nor  be 
reftrained  from  celebrating  their  aa- 
cient  and  dearly  beloved  feftivai  of 
the  Kerremefte,  although  it  had  been 
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fuppreffed  arid  prohibited  by  an 
imperial  decree  fome  time  be¬ 
fore. 

The  joy  of  the  Flemings  was, 
however,  once  more  interrupted  by 
difquietude  and  apprehenfion,  when 
they  had  leifure  to  ruminate  on  rhe 
danger  of  the  emperors  refufiog  to 
ratify  the  declaration  made  by  the 
princes.  They  began  now  to  know 
his  temper  and  difpofition,  and 
could  not,  upon  cool  reflection,  but 
be  fenfible  of  the  uncertain  ground 
on  which  they  refted  their  hopes. 
The  celebrated  prime  miniteer, 
prince  Kaunitz,  had  formerly  re¬ 
sided  as  minifter  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  at  which  time  he  had  fully 
acquired  the  affection  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  people,  and  had  ever 
fince  continued  to  (hew  fuch  regards 
for  them,  that  he  was  in  a  great 
meafure  confidered  as  the  friend  and 
patron  of  the  nation.  As  every 
body  knew  the  unbounded  pleni¬ 
tude  of  his  power  in  the  councils 
of  the  court  of  Vienna,  fo  it  was 
eagerly  hoped  that  he  would  not 
wait  the  emperor’s  return  for  the 
ratification  of  a  document  which 
bad  already  produced  fuch  happy 
effeCts. 

It  was  then  a  grievous  difap- 
pointment  when  they  were  informed 
by  prince  Kaunitz,  that  although  he 
held  hopes  that  the  fovereign  might 
not  be  unwilling  to  comply  with 
the  wifhes  of  his  fubjeCts,  yet  it  was 
impoffible  the  ratification  fbould 
take  place  until  his  return  to  the  ca¬ 
pita!.  This  light  way  of  treating 
an  internment  on  which  all  hope  and 
reliance  was  placed,  authenticated 
by  all  the  powers  of  aCting  govern¬ 
ment,  and  which  feemed  to  receive 
a  particular  fanCtion  from  the  near 
relation  of  the  governors  general  to 
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the  emperor,  (truck  every  body  with 
confternation  and  difmay.  As  the 
emperor  did  not  return  for  feveral 
weeks,  the  dates  of  Brabant  re¬ 
mained  fitting,  and  the  fyndics 
continued  to  hold  their  meetings. 
The  dates  of  Namur  and  Luxem- 
burgh  being  now  convened,  warmly 
joined  in  their  remonftrances  with 
the  other  provinces,  and  difplaying 
the  charters  and  ratifications  ob¬ 
tained  from  their  ancient  princes, 
rather  demanded  than  foiicited  the 
re-eftabliteunent  of  their  conftitu- 
tions  and  liberties.  All  ranks  of 
men,  as  their  fufpicions  and  appre- 
henfions  continually  increafed,  be¬ 
came  daily  more  impatient  for  the 
ratification  :  and  the  general  folici- 
tude  for  the  conteitution,  and  deter¬ 
mination  to  maintain  it,  grew  more 
confpicuous. 

In  this  date  of  things  the  people 
were  feized  with  a  fudden  impulfe 
of  arming,  in  order  to  be  prepared 
for  the  worft  that  might  happen. 
At  Bruffels,  and  in  all  the  prin¬ 
cipal  cities,  the  burgeffes  formed 
themfelves  into  volunteer  compa¬ 
nies,  equipped  themfelves  with  an 
uniform  and  cockades,  and  difplay¬ 
ing  banners  with  the  arms  of  the 
province,  applied  diligently  to  the 
practice  of  military  exercifes.  The 
court  of  Vienna,  as  well  as  that  of 
Bruffels,  were  ferioufly  alarmed  at 
thefe.  appearances,  and  (till  more  at 
the  general  difpofition  with  which 
they  were  accompanied.  Prince 
Kaunitz  endeavoured,  by  lenient 
language,  and  fair  but  unexplicit 
promifes,  to  mitigate  the  heats  that 
prevailed  in  the  provinces.  His 
difpatches,  however,  produced  in 
fome  inftances  an  effect  contrary  to 
what  he  feemingly  intended.  Hav¬ 
ing  fent  Mr.  ae  Hondc  back  to 
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Bruffels,  in  order  that  the  charge 
againft  h:m  might  be  tried  by  the 
proper  tribunal,  the  effect  which 
this  fatisfaCtion  to  the  violated  laws 
of  the  country  might  otherwife  have 
produced  was  much  leffened,  by 
ioine  expreflions  which  feemed  to 
judify  the  violence,  and  to  hold  out 
his  being  returned  as  a  matter  of 
grace  and  favour  rather  than  of 
right.  He  likewife  expreffed  in  the 
fame  difpatch  his  hopes,  that  the 
fovereign  would  be  willing  to  con¬ 
cur  with  the  dates,  in  making  fuch 
amendments  in  their  conditution  as 
were  now  become  neceffary.  This 
expreffion  gave  fuch  umbrage  to  the 
dates,  and  caufed  fo  univerfal  an 
alarm  and  ferment,  that  the  go¬ 
vernors  general  found  it  neceffary 
to  iffue  a  declaration,  in  which  they 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  no 
innovation  was  intended,  and  that 
an  unlimited  ratification  would  be 
granted  by  the  fovereign. 

It  is  an  obfervation  which  will  be 
found  right  with  refpeCt  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  mankind  in  general,  that 
the  people,  partly  from  the  love  of 
quiet,  partly  from  the  means  of  in¬ 
fluence  and  corruption,  which  the 
fovereign  under  the  mod  limited 
forms  of  government  pofftffes,  part¬ 
ly  through  inattention  and  dacknefs 
of  perception,  and  partly  from  a 
difpofition  to  hold  a  more  favour¬ 
able  opinion  of  the  defigns  of  their 
rulers  than  they  really  deferve,  are 
infenfible  with  refpect  to  blent  and 
gradual  invafions  of  their  rights  and 
privileges.  But  when  by  any  Bid¬ 
den  and  violent  infraction  of  anci¬ 
ent  rights  or  cudoms,  difeontent  is 
once  fpread,and  the  fpirit  of  fufpi- 
cion  rouzed  ;  men,  by  continually 
agitating  the  fubjeCt  of  grievance, 
mutually  aCt  and  are  afted  upon  in 
inflaming  each  other,  and  can  with 
Vol.  XXIX, 


difficulty  be  redrained  within  any 
bounds  of  moderation  or  reafon. 

Such  was  pretty  much  the  cafe  at 
this  time  in  the  Low  Countries.  The 
governors  general,  fo  far  as  lay  in 
themfelves,  had  yielded  every  thing 
to  the  wifhes  of  the  people.  In¬ 
dead  of  purfuing  the  temperate  line 
of  conduct  which  prudence  and 
reafon  had  fo  obvioufly  marked, 
they  proceeded  hadily  10  open  new 
grounds  of  altercation,  to  probe  and 
wound  the  fovereign  in  thofe  parts 
which  were  mod  fenfible,  according 
to  the  high  ideas  which  he  and  all 
lovereigns  entertained  of  fovereign- 
ty  j  and  feemed  to  be  leized  with 
the  fame  redlefs  fpirit  of  innova¬ 
tion,  and  the  fame  inability  of 
knowing  where  to  dop,  which  they 
had  fo  drongly  condemned  in  the 
emperor. 

It  is,  however,  neceffary  to  {hew 
from  what  caufe  a  deviation  fo  con - 
trary  to  the  temperate  character  and 
plain  good  fenfe  of  the  people  may 
be  attributed.  It  is  then  to  be  oh- 
ferved,  that  the  influence  and  power 
of  the  clergy  over  the  people  had 
increafed  in  a  prodigious  degree 
during  the  progrefs  of  the  troubles  ; 
and  they  were  as  eagerly  defirous  to 
render  their  authority  permanent  as 
to  increafe'it.  They  had  already 
fucceededin  two  objeCts, w  hich  they 
deemed  of  the  great ed  importance, 
The  general  feminary  at  Louvain, 
and  another  fimilar  to  it,  which  had 
been  edablidied  at  Luxemburgh, 
were  fupprefled,and  the  foreign  pro- 
feffors  difmiffed  from  their  charges, 
without  the  knowledge  or  content 
of  the  emperor. 

Not  fatisfied  with  this  fource  of 
triumph,  they  loudly  called  upon 
the  governors  general  to  exercife 
the  peculiar  rights  of  the  fovereign 
in  his  abfence,  by  proceeding  with- 
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out  delay  to  the  appointment  of 
abbots  to  the  vacant  abbeys.  Feel¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time  that  their  in¬ 
fluence  was  become  fupreme  with 
the  dates  of  Brabant,  they  led  that 
body  to  demand,  that  all  the  fup- 
prefled  convents  iliould  be  re-efta- 
blifhed,  without  exception  to  thofe 
whofe  fuppreflion  had  received  the 
fan&ion  either  of  the  (late  them- 
felves,  or  of  the  council  of  Bra¬ 
bant.  And,  as  if  it  had  been  a 
ilruggle  to  fhew  how  far  the  fpirit 
might  be  carried,  the  dates  of 
Namur  prefented  an  addrefs,  for 
revoking  the  ediCt  for  univerfal 
toleration,  which  was  undoubtedly 
the  mod  illudrious  aCt  of  the  em¬ 
peror’s  reign. 

The  emperor  returned  to  Vienna 
in  the  beginning  of  July  ;  but  his 
return  produced  no  ratification;  and 
indead  of  affording  any  omens  en¬ 
couraging  to  the  late  requifitions, 
they  were  of  a  nature  which  ferved 
to  damp  the  mod  moderate  and  bed 
founded  expectations.  He  lod  no 
time  in  difpatching  an  angry  man¬ 
date  to  the  dates  of  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  in  which,  difplaying  all  the 
terrors  of  offended  majedy,  he  ex- 
preffed  in  drong  terms  his  adonifh- 
ment,  indignation,  and  difpleafure 
at  thofe  intemperate  and  violent 
meafures  which  the  dates  had  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  that  bold  defiance  which 
they  had  given  to  his  authority.  He 
however  declared  that  he  had  never 
intended  to  fubvert  their  conditu- 
tion,  and  that  in  his  edicts  he  had 
fought  only  tocorreClancientabufes, 
and  to  make  falutary  reforms.  He 
required,  as  a  proof  of  obedience, 
that  the  dates  of  each  province 
ihould  lend  deputies  to  Vienna,  to 
Jay  their  fubjeCtsof  complaint  at  the 
foot  of  the  throrie  ;  profefling,  that 
jhe  retained  the  feruiments  of  a  fa¬ 


ther,  and  knew  how  to  pardon  the 
errors  and  temerity  of  his  fubjeCts ; 
but  threatening  them  with  fevere 
chadifement,  if  they  fhould  refufe 
to  pay  the  mark  of  refpeCt  which  he 
demanded.  He  likewife  informed 
them,  that  he  had  called  the  princes, 
the  governors  general,  to  Vienna, 
that  they  might  aCt  as  mediators  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  dates ;  and  that 
he  had  alfo  ordered  the  count  Bel- 
giojofo  to  repair  to  that  capital. 

Thus  were  the  lofty  hopes  and 
fond  expectations  of  the  Flemings 
laid  at  once  in  the  dud,  and  their 
fhort-lived  gleam  of  liberty  feemed 
expired,  never  more  to  revive.  The 
provinces  did  not,  however,  fink 
under  the  haughty  and  fevere  lan¬ 
guage  with  which  they  were  fo  little 
acquainted.  The  dates  complained 
grievoufly  of  the  falfe  reprefenta- 
tions  which  had  been  made  of  their 
conduCt,  by  which  the  fovereign  was 
not  only  withheld  from  that  ratifi¬ 
cation  which  they  had  fo  jud  a 
right  to  expeCt,  but  through  which 
he  had  likewife  been  induced  to 
condrue  into  difaffeCtion  and  revolt 
their  honed  zeal  in  maintaining 
their  rights  and  liberties.  They 
lamented  the  recall  of  the  princes, 
in  a  feafon  when  their  prefence  was 
more  neceflary  than  ever  for  the 
prefervation  of  tranquillity  ;  and  by 
no  means  concealed  the  difeontent 
with  which  the  order  of  fending  de¬ 
puties  to  Vienna  infpired  them.  This 
order  was  indeed  fo  odious,  that  the 
fyndics  compared  it  to  the  only  fi~ 
milar  order  that  had  ever  been  iiTued 
under  the  cruel  and  arbitrary  reign 
of  Philip  the  fecond  ;  and  recalling 
the  events  of  that  difadrous  time, 
did  not  fail  to  apply  them  to  the 
prefent,  and  feemed  to  augur  as 
difma!  a  catadrophe  to  the  Audrian 
as  to  the  Spanifh  peregrination. 
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It  was,  however,  in  a  genera! 
affembly  held  at  BrufTels,  thought 
better  to  comply  with  this  new  teft 
of  obedience  required  by  the  fove- 
reign,  and  deputies  from  the  ftates 
were  accordingly  appointed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Vienna  ;  but  they  we^e  en- 
trufted  with  very  limited  powers, 
being  only  charged  to  exprefs  the 
loyalty  of  the  nation,  and  to  repre- 
fent  their  grievances,  and  totally 
reftriCted  from  coming  to  any  con- 
clufion  with  refpeCt  to  public  af¬ 
fairs,  without  the  fpecial  and  im¬ 
mediate  authority  of  the  ftates. 

Towards  the  end  of  July  the 
princes,  as  well  as  the  count  Bel- 
giojofo,  fet  out  for  Vienna,  the  for¬ 
mer  attended  with  the  general  regret, 
and  the  latter  with  the  execrations  of 
the  people.  The  count  de  Murray, 
a  gentleman  of  Scottifh  defcent, who 
had  for  fome  years  commanded  the 
Auftrian  forces  in  the  Netherlands, 
wasnowappointed  to  the  government 
of  the  country  during  the  abfence  of 
the  princes-  The  deputies  of  the 
ftates  likewife  commanded  their  pil¬ 
grimage  to  Vienna  about  the  fame 
time;  and  the  provinces  now  began 
to  flatter  themfelves  that  this  mark 
of  fubmifllon  would  remove  all  fuf- 
picions  of  difloyalty,  and  prove  the 
means  of  procuring  that  ratification 
which  was  now  become  the  ultimate 
objeCt  of  their  hopes. 

But  the  deputies  were  not  far 
advanced  on  their  journey,  when 
intelligence  was  received,  that  the 
imperial  forces  in  Germany  were 
all  in  motion  ;  that  a  mighty  army 
was  deftined  to  march  into  the  Low 
Countries  ;  the  battalions  to  be 
employed  on  this  fervice  were  enu¬ 
merated  ;  the  generals  who  were  to 
command  named  ;  the  route  the 
army  was  to  take  defcribed;  and  it 
was  Laid,  that  the  princes  of  the 


empire,  whofe  territories  lay  in  the 
way,  had  already  been  applied  to, 
and  had  already  granted  a  free  paf- 
fage  to  the  troops.  The  greater 
currency  was  given  to  the  whole  of 
this  alarming  intelligence,  from  the 
fudden  and  unexpected  approach  of 
the  regiment  of  Bender  (which  was 
now  confidered  as  the  precurfor  of 
the  grand  army)  which  by  long 
marches  and  extraordinary  expedi¬ 
tion  had  already  nearly  arrived  on 
the  frontiers  of  Luxemburgh. 

Although  the  minds  of  all  men 
were  exceedingly  agitated,  yet  the 
fpirit  of  the  people  did  not  fink  fo 
much  as  might  have  been  expeCted, 
confidering  how  long  they  had  bat¬ 
tened  in  the  lap  of  plenty  and  eafe, 
and  what  entire  ftrangers  they  were 
to  the  tumults  of  war.  While  they 
hardened  their  minds,  by  recalling 
images  of  thofe  fcenes  of  devaluation 
and  horror  which  took  place  under 
the  tyranny  of  the  duke  of  Alva, 
they  comforted  themfelves  with  the 
reflection  of  the  fuccefs  which  then 
attended  the  determined  efforts  of  a 
handful  of  brave  men,  in  defending 
their  liberties  againft  the  arbitrary 
violence  of  the  greateft  power  then 
in  the  world.  They  eftimated  their 
population  at  three  millions,  which 
they  counted  to  be  far  fuperior  to 
that  of  Holland  at  the  period  al¬ 
luded  to  ;  and  they  could  not  ac¬ 
knowledge  any  inferiority  of  their 
own  courage  to  that  of  their  coun¬ 
trymen  ;  or  if  the  enthufiafm  of  re¬ 
ligion  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
incite  men  to  great  actions,  that 
was  no  lefs  interefted  in  the  prefent 
than  in  the  former  inftance.  They 
confoled  themlelvesmuch upon  their 
great  diftance  from  the  fources  of 
the  emperor’s  aCtion  and  power, 
and  thought  he  was  too  accurate  a 
politician  not  to  perceive,  that  «1- 
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though  he  might  fucceed  in  over¬ 
whelming  them  with  a  mighty  force 
for  the  prefent,  yet  that  nothing  lefs 
than  the  continuance  of  a  powerful 
army  in  the  country,  which  it  was 
Hot  in  the  cotirfe  of  things  that  his 
fituation  would  long  admit,  could 
retain  in  fubje£tion  a  people  who 
were  fo  zealoufly  attached  to  their 
ancient  liberties.  But  above  all 
things,  their  hope  and  confidence 
was  placed  in  France;  nor  did  they 
think  it  poffible  that  flie  could  now 
fo  far  depart  from  that  attention  to 
herownintereft  and  greatnefs,  which 
had  ever  marked  her  conduct,  as  to 
fuffer  the  deflation  and  ruin  of  thofe 
rich  and  beautiful  provinces,  which 
would  afford  fo  noble  an  addition 
to  both,  and  which,  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  would  raoft  willingly 
throw  themfelves  into  her  arms. 

Count  Murray  fent  a  meffage  to 
the  Bates  of  Brabant,  in  which  he 
acquainted  them,  that  the  troops 
which  were  Bationed  in  different 
parts  of  the  Low  Countries,  were 
ordered  to  concenter  in  Inch  a 
manner,  as  to  inclote  the  province 
of  Brabant ;  that  the  fovereign,  in 
giving  this  order,  meant  to  put  the 
obedience  of  the  Bates  to  a  trial  ; 
that  if  they  did  not  oppofe  this  mea- 
fure  of  concentering  his  troops,  he 
might  be  inclined  to  fufpend  the 
march  of  that  army  which  was  now 
advancing  towards  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  and  might  permit  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Bender  only  to  enter  the 
provinces  — This  fecond  teB  of  obe¬ 
dience  was  a  very  extraordinary, 
and  feems  indeed  a  very  ablurd 
meafure.  As  its  objedl  was  evi¬ 
dently  to  curb  the  B^tes  in  their 
proceedings,  and  to  over-awe  the 
province  ;  inBead  of  producing 
good  temper  or  fubmiBion,  no¬ 
thing  could  tend  more  to  irritate 
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the  minds  of  men,  and  to  excite 
the  people  to  commotion.  Neither 
were  the  means  at  all  commenfu- 
rate  to  the  end  propofed,  the  troops 
being  in  no  degree  equal  to  the 
tafk  of  bridling  that  powerful  and 
populous  province,  if  it  did  not 
choofe  itfelf  voluntarily  to  admit 
the  rein.  The  Bates  of  Brabant, 
however,  fubmitted  freely  to  this 
new  teB. 

In  the  mean  time  the  eyes  and 
thoughts  of  all  men  were  directed 
to  Vienna,  and  their  minds  kept  in 
fufpence,  until  the  reception  which 
the  Flemifh  deputies  met  at  the 
imperial  court  coul.i  be  known. 
The  deputies  wrere  ad¬ 
mitted  to  an  audience  of 
Bate  on  the  third  day  after 
their  arrival  in  that  city;  but  their 
reception  was  fufficiently  ungra¬ 
cious.  Along  with  that  haughty 
and  auBere  affumption  of  dignity, 
which  has  through  fo  many  ages  pe¬ 
culiarly  chara&erized  the  houfe  of 
AuBria,  a  Brong  mixture  of  anger 
now  appeared  in  the  countenance 
of  the  fovereign.  After  healing 
their  profeffions  of  duty  and  loyaitv, 
which,  notwithBanding  the  forbid¬ 
ding  rigour  of  the  imperial  counte¬ 
nance,  were  accompanied  with  a 
recital  of  their  grievances,  he  re¬ 
plied  Bernly,  that  he  was  not  to  be 
moved  by  a  vain  difplay  of  words, 
and  that  his  Bates  in  the  Nether¬ 
lands  were  highly  culpable  in  his 
fight  ;  but  that  he  had  given 
a  proof  of  the  affection  he  bore 
them,  in  not  immediately  employ¬ 
ing  a  gain  B  them  that  military  force 
which  he  held  at  his  command.  He 
added  farther,  that,  before  he  ex¬ 
plained  himfelf  with  regard  to  the 
lubjeds  of  their  complaints,  the 
dignity  of  the  throne  required,  that 
certain  preliminary  articles  ihouid 

be 
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be  executed,  which  he  now  commu¬ 
nicated  to  them,  and  had  already 
commanded  count  Murray  to  com¬ 
municate  to  his  dates  in  the  Low 
Countries. 

The  fubftance  of  thefe  articles 
was  chiefly,  that  all  things  in  the 
provinces  fhould  remain  on  the  fame 
footing  on  which  they  flood  at  the 
fit  ft:  of  April ;  that  the  current  fub- 
fidies,  and  the  arrears  on  former, 
fhould  be  paid  forthwith  into  the 
royal  treafury  ;  that  thefeminary  of 
Louvain,  and  that  of  Luxemburgh, 
fhould  be  re-eftablifhed  ;  that  all 
perlons  who  had  been  difplaced 
fhould  be  redored  to  their  employ¬ 
ments,  excepting  the  intendants  and 
members  of  the  new  tribunals,  about 
whom  he  wiflied  to  take  council 
with  the  dates  ;  that  the  volunteer 
companies  diould  dilcontinue  their 
martial  exercifes,  and  lay  afide  the 
uniform  and  other  marks  they  had  af- 
fumed  of  military  didindtion. — And 
they  were  given  to  underhand,  that 
if  thefe  articles  were  not  executed, 
the  nation  would  draw  upon  itfelf 
the  heavy  marks  of  a  monarch’s  re- 
fentment. 

Count  Murray  having  communi¬ 
cated  thele  articles  to  the  dates  of 
the  Low  Countries,  before  they 
could  hear  trom  their  deputies,  the 
information  renewed  ail  the  jeatou- 
fies  and  difcontents  of  the  provinces. 
The  dates  of  Brabant  prepared 
fredi  remonflrances,  in  which  they 
complained,  that  all  the  demondra- 
tions  of  relpedt  and  fubmidlon 
which  they  were  capable  of  giving, 
had  not  been  able  to  conciliate  the 
mind  of  the  prince.  That  he  re¬ 
quired  the  dronged  proofs  of  duty 
and  good  will,  even  the  granting  of 
fubfidies,  whild  he  delayed  to  give 
(arisfatlion  for  the  infringements 
made  on  the  conditution,  'They 


declared,  that  though  they  were 
menaced  with  arms,  yet  they  were 
fo  bound  by  the  engagements  of  the 
joyous  entryy  that  they  could  not 
comply  with  the  preliminary  arti¬ 
cles,  until  fecurity  was  obtained  for 
the  redrefs  of  grievances.  And  they 
added,  that  although  they  fought 
only  to  oppofe  repreientations  to  the 
will  of  the  prince,  yet  if  any  tu¬ 
mult  diould  take  place  in  confe- 
quence  of  thofe  articles  which  were 
now  to  be  enforced,  the  dates  could 
not  hold  themfelves  refponfible  for 
any  fuch  commotion  that  might  en» 
fue. — Every  body  expe&ed  that  this 
remonftrance  would  have  been  tfe 
immediate  means  of  putting  the 
grand  army  in  motion  ;  and  rumouis 
were  even  circulated  of  its  ad- 
vance,which  feemed  only  to  iacreafe 
the  determined  obdinacy  or  refolu- 
tion  of  the  people. 

'The  difpatches  from  Vienna  ar¬ 
rived  opportunely,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  to  dil pel  the  apprenenfions 
and  allay  the  difcontents  of  the  peo- 
p’e.  By  thefe  they  received  infor¬ 
mation  from  their  deputies,  that  the 
fovereign,  having  tedified  the  dif- 
plealure  which  he  thought  fuited  to 
the  dignity  of  his  throne,  had  te- 
iaxed  entirely  from  that  hardi  auf- 
terity  which  had  been  exhibited  3t 
their  public  audience.  That  he  had 
permitted  communications  to  be 
lecretly  made  to  them,  that  he  en- 
tamed  fentiments  favourable  to 
their  requeds,  though  the  dignity 
of  his  crown  did  not  allow  him  to 
exprefs  them  fully  until  the  preli¬ 
minary  articles  were  executed  ;  that 
he  had  weighed  in  his  mind  the 
complaints  of  the  provinces,  ami 
was  difpofed  to  grant  redreis  in  the 
principal  points,  though  he  would 
not  in  all  things  acquiefce  in  their 
demands  ;  particularly  in  the  te 
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«tf  abb  fitment  of  convents*  nor  in 
flfeat  nomination  of  abbots,  which, 
fee  faid,  former  princes  had  beers 
eond  rained  to  come  into. 

The  deputies  farther  dated,  that 
the  fovereign  had  fince  admitted 
8 hem  to  private  conferences,  in 
which,  laying  afide  all  date  and  ma- 
jefty,  he  cohverfed  with  them  on 
equal  and  faftri liar  terms  :  that  he 
enquired  minutely  into  the  affairs  of 
the  Netherlands,  and  liflened  with 
the  mofi  marked  attention  to  the 
accounts  which  they  gave  him.  That 
fee  declared  he  never  had  the  (mai¬ 
led  intention  of  enforcing  his  edidls 
fey  arms  ;  and  faid  that  the  Fie- 

j  J 

rnrngs  had  frightened  themfelves 
with  vain  terrors,  in  their  appre- 
feenfion  of  a  military  enrolment, 
and  of  a  territorial  impoft,  neither 
of  which  he  had  ever  intended  to 
eftablifh  in  the  Netherlands.  And 
that  he  profeifed  bimfelf  well  in¬ 
clined  to  redore  the  joyous  entry  to 
its  primitive  vigour  ;  and  intimated 
a  defrre  of  re-vifiting  the  Low* 
Countries,  that  he  might  take  mea- 
fures  with  the  dates  for  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  people. 

The  deputies  were  fo  captivated 
by  thefe  indances  of  condefcenfion, 
that  they  received  every  affurance 
8feat  was  given,  and  profefilon  made, 
with  unbounded  faith ;  fo  lure  a 
dominion  have  the  great,  if  they 
life  it  with  any  degree  of  adore fs, 
over  the  minds  of  men.  The  mi- 
sliders,  by  command  of  the  fove- 
icign,  treated  them  with  every  de¬ 
gree  of  relpeft  and  efteem  ;  and 
they  teemed  to  want  words  in  de- 
fcribing  to  their  condituents  the 
high  lenfe  they  entertained  of  the 
honours  which  they  received  ;  ex¬ 
claiming,  in  the  honed  exultation 
of  their  hearts,  that  they  were 
treated  in  Vienna  with  all  the  re- 


fped  due  to  the  reprefentatives  of 
a  nation  which  had  fo  gallantly 
maintained  its  privileges.  As  a 
farther  gratification,  and  more  fub- 
flantial  mark  of  favour  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  emperor  facrificed  his  pre¬ 
dilection  in  favour  of  count  Bel- 
giojofo,  by  appointing  in  his  room 
the  count  TrautfmandorfF  to  be 
minifler  for  the  Low  Countries  ; 
than  which  nothing  could  be  more 
truly  acceptable  to  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces, 

But  notwithdandingthefefavours 
and  profefiions,  few  politicians  will 
entertain  any  doubt,  that  the  em¬ 
peror’s  engagements  with  Ruffia, 
and  the  coming  war  with  the  Ot¬ 
toman  empire,  were  the  real  caufes 
of  all  thefe  flattering  appearances; 
and  that  in  other  circumftances 
the  march  of  an  army  to  the  Low 
Countries  would  be  found  no  vain 
threat. 

The  dates  of  Brabant  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  fo  entirely  captivated  by 
thefe  fair  appearances  as  their  de¬ 
puties  :  for  though  count  Murray 
acquainted  them  that  he  was  em¬ 
powered  by  the  fovereign,  as  foon 
as  the  fatiffatlion  demanded  was 
made  to  the  throne,  to  iffue  a  de¬ 
claration  in  his  name,  which  would 
afford  univerfal  content  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  accordingly  preffed  them 
in  the  mod  urgent  terms  to  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  the  preliminary  articles, 
yet  difficulties  itill  lay  in  the  way 
which  prevented  their  compliance  ; 
but  in  order  to  fhield  themfelves 
from  the  imputation  of  obdinacy, 
or  the  charge  of  difaffe&ion,  they 
pleaded  the  fpirit  of  the  confiitu- 
tion,  as  well  as  the  written  letter 
of  the  joyous  entry ,  both  of  which 
forbade  the  grant  of  money  until  a 
full  red  reft  of  grievances  was  ob¬ 
tained. 

Things 
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Things  were  in  this  date,  when 
a  fudden  tumult  at  Bruffels  threat¬ 
ened  immediately  the  moil  fatal 
confequences.  The  volunteers  had 
Signified  to  the  reprefentative  of  the 
governors  general  their  intention 
of  laying  down  their  arms  on  an 
appointed  day,  as  a  proof  of  their 
good  difpolition  towards  a  general 
conciliation  ;  and  the  offer  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  him  with  the  greateft 
fatisfadtion,  as  a  meafure  that  tended 
beyond  any  other  that  could  be 
adopted  to  the  accomplifliment  of 
c  ,  the  wifhed-for  purpofe. 

r  On  the  very  morning 

of  the  appointed  day,  when  the 
volunteers  were  beginning  to  affem- 
ble  for  the  purpofe,  an  officer  of 
diltindtion,who  (a  circumftance  that 
appears  not  a  little  lingular)  was 
not  apprifed  of  the  intention,  gave 
a  rafh  order  to  the  foldiers  to  dif¬ 
arm  them  by  force.  The  volun¬ 
teers  palling  through  the  ftreets, 
were  haughtily  commanded  to  lay 
down  their  arms  and  cockades  ; 
thefe,  conlidering  it  as  an  adt  of 
premeditated  treachery,  indignant¬ 
ly  refufed  to  comply:  an  univerfal 
uproar  took  place ;  while  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  ran  haltily  from  all  quar¬ 
ters  to  the  relief  of  their  bre¬ 
thren. 

It  happened  unluckily  at  this 
critical  inllant,  that  a  frefih  body  of 
farces  marched  into  the  city  ;  and 
an  alarm  was  immediately  fpread, 
that  a  concerted  plan  had  been 
laid  for  fubduing  Bruffels  by  the 
force  of  the  army.  In  the  mean 
time,  when  the  firft  fcuffte  was  over, 
the  appearance  of  things  made  the 
military  think  it  neceffary  to  unite 
their  whole  force,  and  to  form  in  a 
body  in  one  of  the  great  fquares  ; 
while  the  volunteers.doing  the  fame, 
were  drawn  up  in  another  iquare. 


Their  fee ttering detachments where- 
ever  they  met  fell  on  with  various 
fuccefs,  but  with  equal  fury  and 
animollty,  fo  that  blood  was  fhedt 
on  all  Sides.  Nor  were  the  unarmed 
citizens  inactive,  for  they  tore  up 
the  pavements  of  the  ftreets,  and 
carried  the  ftones  to  the  tops  of 
their  houfes,  to  overwhelm  the  fol¬ 
diers  as  they  paffed.  And  as  if  the 
confufion  had  not  already  been  fuf- 
ficient,  the  peafants  from  the  ad¬ 
joining  country,  armed  with  the 
weapons  of  husbandry,  rulhed  in 
great  bodies  into  the  town,  deter¬ 
mined  to  lupport,  or  to  p°rifli  with 
their  friends  and  countrymen  :  fo> 
that  every  thing  announced,  along 
with  the  probable  ruin  of  the  city, 
a  molt  bloody  and  deltrudtive  coa¬ 
ted. 

In  this  feafon  of  general  terror 
and  confufion,  count  Murray,  by 
an  exertion  of  no  fmail  courage 
and  patriotifm,  happily  prevented 
the  direful  confequences  that  were 
apprehended.  With  the  moll  im¬ 
minent  danger  to  his  perfon,  as  the 
fuppofed  treachery  was  unjuftlf 
imputed  to  him,  he  paffed  through 
themidft  of  the  enraged  volunteers, 
in  his  way  to  the  affembly  of  the 
dates,  which  was  then  fitting.  By 
his  and  their  temperate  condudt  the 
tumult  was  molt  happily  fuppreffed- 
the  military  were  withdrawn  ;  and 
the  volunteers  indulged  in  patrol¬ 
ling  freely  through  the  ftreets;  nor 
could  the  fpirit  which  they  dis¬ 
played  on  this  occafion,  and  the 
fearleffnefs  with  which  they  evesy 
where  encountered  the  foldiers, 
prove  at  all  detrimental  to  die 
public  caufe. 

The  tumult  had  likewife  the  good 
effedt  of  haftening  an  accommoda¬ 
tion.  T  he  fiates  were  fo  well  fa- 
tished  with  count  Murray’s  ten.- 

perafe 
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perate  conduct,  and  held  fueh  an 
opinion  of  the  fairnefs  and  mode¬ 
ration  of  his  views,  that  they  voted 
the  fubfidies  to  be  paid  into  the 
royal  treafury^  and  the  volunteers 
at  the  fame  time  laid  by  their  uni¬ 
forms  and  other  marks  of  military 
diftinCtion.  The  count  in  return 
publifhed  the  royal  declaration ;  by 
this  inftrument  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  provinces,  and  the  joy¬ 
ous  entry  of  Brabant,  were  to  be 
preferved  entire,  as  well  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  ecclefiaftical  as  the 
civil  orders  ;  the  new  tribunals  to 
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be  fupprefied,  and  the  ancient  courts 
of  judicature  to  refume  their  func¬ 
tions  ;  the  office  of  intendant,  and 
his  commiffiariate,  to  be  aboliftied  ; 
the  ftates  to  remain  on  their  an¬ 
cient  footing,  and  to  retain  their 
committee ;  the abbey-houfes,whofe 
heads  had  a  right  to  fit  in  the  aftem- 
bly  of  the  ftates,  to  be  maintained, 
and  fupplied  with  abbots;  and  the 
fovereign  promifed,  that  he  would 
confult  with  the  ftates  about  all  ob¬ 
jects  which  were  thought  infractions 
of  the  joyous  entry ,  and  would  take 
meafures  for  granting  redrefs. 
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CHRONICLE. 


J  A  N  U  A  R  Y. 

BY  accounts  from  Naples,  we 
hear,  that  Mount  Veiuvius, 
which  had  been  tolerably  free  from 
eruptions  for  near  eleven  months, 
had,  on  the  31ft  of  October  laft, 
bur  ft  with  uncommon  violence,  and 
thrown  up  vaft  quantities  of  calcined 
ftones.  The  lava  deftroyed  feveraj 
vineyards  four  miles  from  the  vol¬ 
cano  fix  days  after,  and  continued 
burning  with  great  fury  when  the 
letters,  which  are  dated  the  23d  of 
November  laft,  came  away.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  no  previous  notice 
of  this  eruption  was  given  by  any 
ltibterraneous  noife  taking  place, 
which  has  generally  heretotore  been 
obferved. 

By  the  mails,  which  arrived  on 
Saturday  the  13th  from  Paris,  was 
received  an  account  of  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  court  held  at  Rome 
on  the  affairs  of  the  cardinal  de 
Rohan.  On  the  twelfth  of  the  laft 
month,  a  particular  convocation  was 
fummoned,  confifting  ot  fix  of  the 
moft  refpedtable  perfonages,  who 
declared,  after  all  proper  inveftiga- 
tion,  in  favour  of  the  cardinal. 
Vol.  XXIX. 


The  order  of  fufpenlion  from  his 
function,  on  account  of  a  former  de  - 
cinon,  is  confequently  erafed,  and 
he  is  reinftated  in  his  full  privi¬ 
leges. 

The  following  extract  of  an  au¬ 
thentic  letter  from  Leghorn,  dated 
the  15th  of  December,  will  clear  up 
t  lie  doubts  which  have  arifen  refpedt- 
ing  the  engagement  between  the 
Maltele  fleet  and  the  Algerine  fqua- 
dron.  “  On  the  24th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  laft,  the  veflels  of  the  two  powers 
fell  in  with  each  other,  about  ten 
leagues  off  Medina,  and  a  furious 
and  Bloody  engagement  enfued, 
which  lafted  till  night.  The  Alge¬ 
rine  admiral’s  fhip  blew  up  in  the 
thickeft  of  the  action,  and  not  one  of 
the  crew  efcaped. 

“  The  Maltefe  have  loft  two 
fbips,  one  of  which  was  funk,  and 
the  other  burnt,  as  alfo  three  xebecs 
and  one  galley.  The  Algerines 
have  loft,  beftdes  their  admiral,  two 
xebecs,  two  barks,  one  polacre,  and 
one  row-galley.  The  Maltefe  fought 
with  the  greateft  bravery,  and  the 
pirates  like  delperadoes. 

“  The  lofs  of  the  Algerines,  in 
this  engagement,  is  faid  to  amount 
to  1 800  men  ;  that  of  the  Maltefe 
[  *  ]  muff 
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m  11ft  alfo  have  been  very  confider- 
abie,  becaufe  the  crews  of  their  fhips 
of  war  are  very  numerous. 

“  The  Maltefe  fleet  having  re¬ 
turned  in  a  mod  fhattered  cOndi- 
tion,  it  is  at  prefent  very  doubtful 
on  which  fide  the  victory  was  ob¬ 
tained.  The  mod  general  opinion, 
however,  is,  that  it  terminated  in  a 
kind  of  drawn  battle.” 

Extraft  of  a  letter  from  Clonmel , 
Ireland ,  Dec.  28. 

“We  lay  before  the  public  the 
following  circumftances  relative  to 
the  murder  of  John  Dunn. 

“  Dunn  was  an  induftrious  far¬ 
mer,  and  lived  on  the  lands  of  Fen- 
nor,  contiguous  to  the  road  leading 
from  Longford  Pafs  to  Urlingford  ; 
about  the  middle  of  January  laft  his 
horles  were  taken  away,  and  abufed 
by  the  White  Boys,  feveral  of  whom 
being  known  to  him,  he  threatened 
to  lodge  informations  againfl  them, 
if  his  horfes  were  again  taken  ;  on 
account  of  this  declaration,  the 
White  Boys  went  to  Dunn’s  houfe 
the  31ft  of  the  fame  month,  took 
him  naked  in  triumph,  to  Beggar’s 
Inn  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  a 
diftance  of  about  five  miles,  where 
a  grave  was  prepared,  in  the  center 
of  the  three  roads,  in  which  they 
buried  him  up  to  the  neck  ;  but 
not  content  therewith,  they  moft 
inhumanly  cut  off  both  his  ears, 
which  they  nailed  to  a  public  pump 
in  the  faid  town,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  for  fome  day3,  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  outrage  he  lodged 
an  information,  and  three  of  the  of¬ 
fenders  being  taken,  he  attended  at 
the  laft  afli7.es  of  Clonmel  to  profe- 
cute,  but  the  priloners  found  means 
to  have  the  trial  put  off,  and  the 
White  Boys,  in  order  to  defeat  the 
operation  of  the  laws,  and  put  an  ef¬ 


fectual  ftop  to  the  profecution,  went 
armed  wdth  guns,  on  Sunday  night 
the  17th  inftant,  about  the  hour  of 
nine  o’clock,  to  Dunn’s  houfe,  broke 
open  the  door,  took  him  out  of  bed, 
and  with  a  hatchet  clove  his  head, 
laying  it  open  froip  the  crown  to 
the  joining  of  the  neck,  and  then 
fevered  the  mangled  head  from  the 
body.” 

January  ift,  1787.  A  ftriking 
inftance  of  the  effects  of  temperance 
appears  in  Mrs.  Price,  of  Beckley, 
in  Oxfordfhire,  a  maiden  lady,  who 
is  now  in  her  ninety-eighth  year, 
and  has  all  her  faculties  in  full 
perfection,  being  able  to  read  the 
fmalleft  print  without  the  help  of 
glaffes  About  two  years  fince  flie 
cut  two  young  teeth,  and  at  the  fame 
time  her  eyes  received  freflh  vigour. 

A  letter  from  Belfaft  ftates  ^  ^ 
a  moft  ferious  difpute  which 
has  arifen  between  the  Earl  of  Don- 
negal  and  Lord  Chief  Baron  Yel- 
verton,  of  Ireland. 

The  fads  are  as  follow  : 

“  The  Lord  Chief  Baron  pur- 
chafed  from  a  gentleman  named 
Pottinger,  a  piece  of  ground  which 
had  been  in  polTeflion  of  his  ances¬ 
tors  for  many  years. 

“  This  piece  of  ground  is  fitu- 
ated  in  the  county  of  Down,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Lagan,  and  com¬ 
municates  with  the  town  of  Belfaft 
by  a  narrow"  bridge. 

“  The  town  of  Belfaft  is  the  foie 
property  of  the  Earl  of  Donnegal,who 
has  always  refufed  to  let  what  is  called 
in  Ireland  an  improving  leafe,  to  any 
of  his  tenants,  but  lets  his  leafes  up 
to  faie,  and  lets  the  premifes  to  the 
higheft  bidder,  without  any  regard 
to  the  intereft:  of  the  old  tenants  ; 
which  conduit,  fome  years  ago,  gave 
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life  to  a  very  (erious  infurredlion  of 
leveral  thoufand  infurgents,  under 
the  denomination  of  Hearts  of  Steel. 

“  The  Lord  Chief  Baron  feeing 
the  advantages  which  muft  arife 
trom  building  a  town  oppofite  to 
Bel  (aft,  barked  in  a  large  piece  of 
the  lea  ftrand  by  a  (Long  mound,  and 
marked  out  the  place  lo  inclofed 
into  ftreers,  which  he  let  to  tenants 
on  leafes  in  perpetuity. 

“  An  elegant  new  town  was  rifing 
from  this  foundation,  when  a  num¬ 
ber  of  armed  men,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Senefchal  of  Bellaft,  and 
the  overfeer  of  the  Belfaft  canal, 
came  down  from  the  inland  country, 
and  fo  tar  demoiiilied  the  works  as 
to  let  in  the  tea. 

“  The  Chief  Baron  is  now  on  the 
ground  overleeing  the  repairs,  with 
fiends  prepared  to  oppote  and  re¬ 
pel  any  further  attempts  to  injure 
him.” 

.  At  the  dole  of  the  Old 
Bailey  bufinels  on  Tuefday 
the  1 6th,  the  following  cafe  (lands 
as  1110ft  remarkable.  Samuel  Burt, 
condemned  to  die  for  a  forgery  on 
Mr.  Evans,  gold-beater  in  Long- 
Acre,  to  whom  he  was  an  appren¬ 
tice,  was  brought  up  and  informed 
by  the  recorder,  that  his  majefty 
had  remitted  his  fentence  of  death, 
on  condition  of  tianfportation— 
which  mercy,  in  a  ipeech  ot  fome 
length,  the  convidf  begged  to  de¬ 
cline.  The  recorder  took  every  pains 
to  convince  him  of  the  impropriety  of 
his  condudl.— - But  the  prifoner,  ac¬ 
knowledging  his  majedy’s  clemen¬ 
cy,  faid,  “  The  objedt  for  which  he 
wiflhed  to  live  not  being  in  his 
power  to  obtain,  he  declined  all  in- 
terceflion  in  his  favour,  and  muft  beg 
leave  to  have  his  fentence  put  into 
execution/’  On  which  the  re¬ 


corder  informed  him,  that  he  fhoulL* 
wait  till  the  firft  day  of  next  feflions, 
and  if  he  then  perfifted  in  his  refo-r 
lutiou,  he  fhouid  fuffer.  The  pri¬ 
foner  then  returned  from  the  bar, 
faying,  “  he  fhouid  ever  keep  his 
intent,  and  only  wiflied  that  the 
day  was  already  come.” 

Whitehall ,  Jan.  20th.  One  of 
the  king’s  mtflengers,  difpatched 
by  the  Right  Hon.  William  Eden, 
arrived  here  on  Thurfday  morning 
laft,  with  a  convention  between  his 
majefty  and  the  mod  chriftian 
king,  concerning  the  execution  of 
the  late  treaty  of  navigation  and 
commerce,  which  was  figned  at 
Verfailles  on  the  15th  inftant,  by 
Mr.  Eden  and  his  mod  chriftian 
majefty’s  plenipotentiary. 

BruJJels,  Jan.  zolh.  The  emperor 
has  abolifhed  the  court  drefles  hi¬ 
therto  worn  by  the  ladies  of  the 
court  ;  and  alfo  the  cuftom  of  killing 
the  hands  of  the  fovereign  and  the 
royal  family,  and  all  kinds  of  bend¬ 
ing  of  the  knee  and  kneeling  down, 
his  majefty  looking  upon  the  latter 
as  only  due  to  the  Deity. 

Paris ,  Jan.  23d.  The  Droit  d’Au- 
baine  in  France,  both  as  to  per- 
fonal  and  real  property,  is  abolifhed 
fo  far  as  may  affedl  any  future  claims 
of  his  majefty’s  Britifli  and  Irifh 
fubjedts.  This  was  declared  by  an 
arret  which  palled  a  few  days  ago. 

Died. — Lately,  at  Upfal,  aged 
77,  the  famous  Walerino,  the  mod 
celebrated  natural  philofopher  of  the 
prefent  age,  and  well  known  through 
France  for  his  curious  works  in  mi¬ 
neralogy. 

At  Horton,  near  Leak,  Stafford- 
fhire,  Mary  Brook,  who  in  Augud 
lad  arrived  at  the  age  of  1 19  yeais. 
She  lived  fingle  50  years,  was  then 
married  ;  lived  a  married  life  50 
[A/]  2  ^  years. 
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years,  and  has  been  19  years  and 
fome  months  a  widow. 


FEBRUARY. 

^  The  Severn  Eaft-India  pack- 
1  '  et,  Captain  Kidd,  which  was 
loft  in  the  mouth  of  Bengal  river, 
had  fifty-five  paffengers  on  board, 
chiefly  Lafcars,  out  of  whom  only 
fourteen  were  faved.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  lift  of  the  officers  and  paf- 
fen  gets  loft  :  Captain  Kidd,  Mr. 
Schobje,  chief  officer  ;  Mrs.  Moore, 
Mrs.  Lacey,  Major  Adder ly,  Enfign 
Sir  Richard  Cox,  Mr.  Ryon,  Mr. 
Dunn,  and  Mr.  Friend,  one  of  the 
hon.  company’s  pilots. 

Ex  trad  of  a  letter  from  New-York, 

< via  France ,  dated  January  22. 

“  Congrefs  have  lately  concluded 
a  negociation  with  the  court  of  Lif- 
bon,  in  refpeft  of  trade,  by  which 
the  fhips  and  fubjefts  of  the  United 
States  are  to  have  all  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  the  moft  favoured 
nation  in  the  ports  and  dominions  of 
Portugal,  but  are  excluded  from 
bringing  away  any  of  its  current 
gold  coin,  under  the  fame  penalties 
as  are  affixed,  in  other  nations,  to 
fuch  cafes.  Don  Xitnenes  Perrai  is 
come  to  refide  here  as  conful  for  the 
Portuguefe  nation ;  and  this  treaty 
is  to  be  in  force  ten  years.” 

Letters  from  Conftantinople  im¬ 
port,  that  nothing  is  publicly  known 
concerning  the  real  fituation  of  the 
Porte’s  affairs  in  Egypt.  ;  all  that 
has  tranfpired  lor  certain  is,  an  order 
given  for  a  reinforcement  of  25,000 
men Ten t  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Ca- 
pitan  Pacha,  to  give  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  difengaging  himfelf  from 
Cairo,  where  he  is  in  a  manner 
cooped  up  by  the  rebellious  beys. 


Among  the  illuftrious  perfonages 
who  fet  out  from  Czarfko  Zelo  on 
the  1 8th  January,  to  accompany  the 
emprefs  in  her  journey  to  Cherfon, 
are  the  Englifh,  Imperial,  and 
French  minifters.  The  emperor 
will  leave  his  capital  the  beginning 
of  March,  in  order  to  meet  the  cza¬ 
rina  at  the  above  place.  Our  letters 
from  Peteifburgh  alfo  add,  that  the 
Neapolitan  ambaflador  has  at  laft, 
after  an  uninterrupted  negociaLOra 
of  four  years,  concluded  a  very  ad¬ 
vantageous  treaty  between  his  court 
and  that  of  Ruflia. 

An  exprefs  arrived  from  ^ 

France  with  an  account,  that 
the  great  caffoon  juft  completed  at 
Cherbourg  had  given  way  ;  this 
event  had  been  occafioned  by  the 
late  violent  wefterly  winds,  which 
had  caufed  an  uncommon  high 
fea. 

The  following  melancho-  ^ 

ly  event  happened  this  day 
about  eleven  o’clock,  in  the  fore¬ 
noon,  in  Woodftreet,  Cheapfide : 
Mr.  Owen,  one  of  the  ferjeant’s 
at  mace  to  the  fheriff  of  London, 
on  Thurfday  laft  arrefted  a  gentle¬ 
man  for  200I.  and  upwards,  took 
fiim  to  his  own  houfe,  and  having 
obferved  fome  marks  of  infanity 
about  him,  Mr.  Owen  had  delired 
one  of  the  keepers  of  the  compter’s 
fervants  to  fit  up  with  him,  but  be¬ 
fore  the  hour  of  ten  at  night,  Mr, 
Owen  being  out,  the  gentleman 
took  the  advantage,  knocked  down 
Mrs.  Owen,  feized  the  key,  and 
made  his  efcape,  though  Mrs.  Owen 
feized  him  by  the  coat  flap,  which 
gave  way,  and  was  leitin  her  hand  ; 
lhe  then  put fued  him,  calling  flop 
thief!  but  he  got  clear  off.  Mr.  Owen 
having  intelligence  where  he  was  on 
Sunday  morning,  went  with  fome 

affiftance 
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afliftance  and  took  him,  brought  him 
home  into  Wood'ftreet,  where  he 
had  not  been  five  minutes  before  he 
took  the  opportunity,  whilft  Mr. 
Owen  and  his  affiftants  were  in  an 
adjoining  room,  to  cut  his  throat, 
and  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  near¬ 
ly  fevered  the  head  from  the  body. 
A  furgeon  was  immediately  fent  for, 
but  nothing  could  fave  him,  as  he 
died  in  an  inftant. 

A  filver  coinage,  confifting  of 
millings  and  fixpences,  to  the  amount 
ot  leventy-five  thouland  pounds  fter- 
ling,  has  at  length  been  completed 
in  his  majefty’s  mint  at  the  Tower, 
and  on  Monday  the  5th,  part  was 
brought  to  the  Bank,  and  depofited 
in  the  treafury. 

On  the  8th  ult.  at  a  concert  before 
the  royal  family  at  Naples,  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  D.  Saveria  Savilla,  well 
known  for  his  wonderful  vocal 
powers,  being  in  the  ad:  of  finging  a 
inoif  charming  air,  which  was  ho¬ 
noured  with  profound  attention,  ex¬ 
pired  inftantaneoufly  without  a 
groan,  in  one  of  the  moft  exquifitely 
beautiful  paffages  of  the  fong.  It 
is  much  eafier  to  conceive  than  de- 
fcribe  the  furprize  which  fuch  an 
event  occafioned. 

Paris ,  Feb.  18.  This  day  Comte 
de  Montmorin  took  the  ufual  oaths, 
in  confequence  of  being  appointed 
fecretary  of  (fate  for  foreign  affairs. 

^  A  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  happened  at  Co¬ 
vent-garden  theatre  on  Saturday 
night  the  17th,  or  rather  Sunday 
morning.  About  one  o’clock  Mr. 
Brandon,  who  refides  at  the  theatre, 
heard  a  violent  noife  in  the  houfe, 
and  fome  perfon  calling  very  loud, 
as  from  the  interior  part  of  the 
theatre  ;  he  procured  a  light,  and 
went  to  the  place  where  he  heard 


the  noil’e,  and  found  a  gentleman  in 
the  pit,  much  bruized  and  his  fin¬ 
ger  broken.  On  enquiring  how  he 
came  thither,  the  only  account  he 
could  give  was,  that  he  remembered 
coming  to  the  play  in  the  evening,  1 
and  hanging  by  his  finger  on  fome 
place,  but  had  no  recolle&ion  where 
or  when.  His  hat  and  cane  were 
found  in  the  upper  boxes.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  he  fell  afleep 
during  the  performance,  and  was 
locked  in  the  houfe,  and  walking 
in  his  fleep,  fell  out  of  the  boxes  in¬ 
to  the  pit— -as  it  is  probable,  from 
the  fituation  of  his  hat  and  cane, 
that  he  fell  from  the  upper  boxes, 
it  was  highly  fortunate  that  he  did 
not  receive  much  more  injury. 

The  barons  of  the  Scotch  court  of 
Exchequer  lately  determined  a  quef- 
tion,  Whether  the  town-councils  of 
the  royal  boroughs  of  Scotland  were 
obliged  to  account  for  the  public 
money  of  the  borough  in  exche¬ 
quer  ? 

Baron  Sir  John  Dalrymple  and 
Baron  Steward  Montcrief  delivered 
their  opinions,  that,  by  the  Scotch 
a&  of  parliament,  1335,  the  town- 
councils  were  obliged  to  account  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  revenue  of  the 
borough. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  Montgomery,  Baron  Norton, 
and  Baron  Gordon,  thought  the 
A6t,  1 535,  was  gone  into  defuetude  ; 
and  it  was  confequently  found,  that 
the  town-councils  were  not  obliged 
to  account  for  the  revenues  of  the 
borough. 

The  barons  regretted,  in  the 
flrongefi:  terms,  the  mal-adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  royal  boroughs  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  recommended  to  the  bur- 
geffes  to  apply  to  parliament  for  re- 
drefs. 

[AH  * 

b.  ■* 


A  cauf’e 
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2d  A  caufe  was  tried  in  the 
court  of  Exchequer,  of  fome 
confequence  to  the  trading  part  of 
the  community.  The  a&ion  was 
brought  by  Mr.  Steward,  an  eminent 
perfumer,  of  Broad-dreet,  in  the 
city,  againft  Mr.  Gale,  a  refpeCtable 
merchant  in  the  fame  place.  It  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  clerk  of  the  de¬ 
fendant  had  given  two  didinCt  writ¬ 
ten  orders  for  articles  in  the  bufinefs 
of  the  plaintiff;  and  that  fubfequent 
to  this,  the  defendant  himfelf  had 
in  perlon  given  a  third  order  for 
goods  of  a  fmiilar  kind  ;  and  upon 
application  being  made  for  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  whole,  he  exprefled 
fonve  furprize  at  the  two  former  or¬ 
ders,  as  they  were  not  made  under 
his  fanCtion,  and  at  the  fame  time 
refufed  to  pay  for  what  had  been 
thus  received  without  his  concur' 
rence.  It  was  dated  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff,  that  he  had  fufficient 
claim  for  payment,  on  the  ground 
of  the  orders  having  been  brought 
by  the  acting  clerk  of  the  defendant’s 
houfe,  and  that  if  any  clerk  was 
veiled  with  a  power  of  tranfaCting 
fuch  bufinefs  for  his  principal,  that 
principal  muft  be  refponfible  for  the 
conlequences  of  fuch  an  indifcreet 
delegation.  On  the  part  of  the  de¬ 
fendant  it  was  dated,  that  the  order 
in  queftion  was  fubfcribed  by  his 
brother,  who  was  gone  to  the  Bay 
of  Honduras,  and  that  as  the  defen¬ 
dant  received  no  part  of  the  articles 
in  quedion,  and  had  in  reality  given 
no  order  upon  the  fubjeCt,  he  ought 
not  to  differ  for  a  debt  that  was  con¬ 
tracted  by  another.  Upon  a  tho¬ 
rough  examination  into  the  affair, 
however,  it  appeared  clear  to  the 
court,  that  as  the  defendant’s  clerk 
had  received  no  directions  from  his 
mader  againll  ordering  goods  on  the 


part  of  the  brother,  that  as  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  a  part-owner  in  the  vet- 
fel  that  conveyed  away  the  goods, 
and  that  as  there  was  no  fpecific  dif- 
tinCtion  of  chridian  name  upon  the 
door  of  the  defendant,  to  fhew  whe¬ 
ther  in  his  commercial  character  he 
aCted  for  himfelf,  or  under  a  firm, 
there  was  fufficient  ground  for  the 
plaintiff  to  trud  the  clerk  of  the  de¬ 
fendant,  and  for  demanding  pay¬ 
ment.  This  caufe  was  deemed  an 
intereding  one,  as  involving  confe- 
quences  that  might  affeCt  the  trad¬ 
ing  world  ;  and  was  therefore  am¬ 
ply  invedigated,  and  finally  decided 
in  favour  of  the  plaintiff  Much 
ingenuity  was  exerted  on  both  fides, 
and  the  matter  took  up  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  nearly  three  hours.  The 
counfel  for  the  plaintiff  were  Med*. 
Newnham  and  Plumer.  Mr.  Rous 
was  counfel  for  the  defendant. 

Died.— In  the  100th  year  of  his 
age,  Levi  Whitehead,  of  Bramham, 
in  the  Wed  Riding  of  the  county  of 
York.  He  was  formerly  noted  for 
fwiftnefs  in  running,  having  won  the 
buck’s  he“ad  for  feveral  years  at 
Cadle  Howard,  given  by  the  grand¬ 
father  of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Car- 
lifle.  He  alfo  won  the  five  Queen 
Anne’s  guineas,  given  by  William 
Aifleby,  Efq;  of  Studley,  near  Rip- 
pon,  beating  the  then  noted  Indian, 
and  nine  others,  feleCted  to  dart 
againd  him.  In  his  22d  year,  he 
ran  four  miles  over  Bramham  Moor 
in  19  minutes  ;  and,  what  is  dill 
more  remarkable,  in  his  95th  and 
96th  years,  he  trequently  walked 
from  Bramham  to  Tadcader,  four 
miles,  in  an  hour.  He  retained  his 
faculties  to  the  lad. 

In  the  patifh  of  Alberbury, 
Shropshire,  Catherine  Jeffreys,  wi¬ 
dow,  aged  104.  The  noted  old 

Par 
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Par  was  a  native  of  the  fame  pa- 
rifh. 


MARCH. 

1  ft  Were  executed  in  the  Old 

Bailey,  purfuant  to  fentencc, 
Sophia  Pringle,  John  Fatt,  John  Ball, 
Benjamin  Nafh,  Charles  Franklin, 
Richard  Notley,  Robert  Richard- 
fon,  Luke  Hurft,  and  John  Mar¬ 
shall. 

Sophia  Pringle,  the  unhappy  wo¬ 
man  convicted  of  forgery  at  a  former 
fellions,  for  two  hours  prior  to  her 
execution  was  in  (trong  convuifive 
fits.  The  fheriffs,  judging  that  her 
being  placed  upon  the  fcaffold  with 
the  others,  doomed  to  the  fame  fate, 
might  have  interrupted  their  devo¬ 
tion,  kept  her  within  the  prifon  un¬ 
til  a  few  minutes  before  eight. 
When  orders  were  fent  for  her  to  be 
conduced  from  her  cell,  fhe  again 
fainted,  and  was  obliged  to  be 
brought  forth  by  the  ferjeants  at 
mace.— — She  was  fupported  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide  by  two  men,  until  the  fcaf¬ 
fold  dropped,  and  put  a  period  to 
her  exiflence.  She  was  dreffed  in 
plain  mourning,  and  had  a  kind  of 
veil  over  her  face,  which  being  e- 
moved,  her  head  appeared  very 
neatly  dreffed  in  a  morning  cap. 
Her  deplorable  fituation  affe&ed  the 
fpedlators  with  the  mod  poignant 
grief,  every  one  prefent  lamenting 
her  miferable  end. 

Samuel  Burt,  a  capital  convict, 
who  had  refufed  accepting  his  ma- 
jelly’s  mercy  on  condition  of  tranf- 
poitation,  being  fet  to  the  bar,  and 
the  conditional  pardon  read  to  him, 
after  an  apology  for  fuch  his  refu- 
l*al,  and  the  motives  inducing  him 
thereto,  humbly  thanking  his  ma- 


jefty  for  his  goodnefs  to  fo  poor  an 
object,  1110ft  thankfully  accepted  the 
fame. 

Was  tried  a  fecond  time  at 
Guildhall,  before  Mr.  Juftice 
Bulier  and  a  fpecial  jury,  the  great 
caufe  relative  to  the  tea  fold  by  Meff. 
Voute,  of  Amfterdam,  to  the  Eatf- 
India  Company, and  which  amounted 
in  value  to  above  a  million  fterling. 

The  company  ftill contended,  that, 
under  the  contract,  they  were  not 
obliged  to  receive  any  tea  of  the 
denomination  of  very  ordinary. 

It  appeared  in  the  cleared  man¬ 
ner,  from  the  evidence,  that  there 
are  nine  delcriptions  of  the  qualities 
of  tea  ;  confequently  one  ninth  part 
is  fomething  more  than  eleven  per 
cent,  but  the  company  objected  to 
more  than  three  per  cent,  of  very 
ordinary,  inftead  of  eleven  per  cent, 
which  MefT.  Voute  were  entitled  to 
deliver.  Alfo,  that  the  company 
fold,  at  every  fale,  very  ordinary 
tea,  and  frequently  of  qualities  infe¬ 
rior  to  very  ordinary;  the  execution, 
therefore,  of  the  contradt  on  the 
part  of  MefT.  Voute,  appeared  to 
be  fair  and  honourable. 

The  judge  fummed  lip  the  evi¬ 
dence  with  great  ability  arid  corredb- 
nefs,  and  the  jury,  without  going 
out  of  court,  gave  a  fecond  verdict 
in  favour  of  MefT  Voute. 

The  landgrave  ot  HefTe  . 
CafTel  has  taken  poflefiion  of  1  K 
the  eftates  occupied  by  the  late 
Count  de  la  Lippe  Buckebourg, 
whofe  fon  and  heir,  affifted  by  the 
privy  counfellor  of  his  father,  fled 
by  night  to  Minden,  taking  with 
him  the  archives.  The  dowager  is 
kept  as  a  priloner.  Tojuftify  this 
proceeding,  the  landgrave  of  HeiTe 
alledges,  that  the  deceafed  count 
was  a  baftard,  got  by  his  father  on 

{ ArJ  4  a  woman 
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a  woman  named  Friefenhaufen :  but 
on  the  fide  of  the  dowager  and  her 
fon,  it  is  contended,  that  this  alle¬ 
gation  has  been  rejected  twice  al¬ 
ready  by  two  fucceffive  judgments 
of  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  The  troops  of  the  landgrave 
have  obliged  the  officers  of  the  de- 
Ceafed  count  to  take  the  oaths  of 
fidelity  to  their  mailer ;  and  being 
three  regiments  of  infantry,  three 
of  cavalry,  and  a  corps  of  artillery, 
they  are  fufficient  to  keep  the  fub- 
je&s  in  obedience,  and  to  remain 
mallei s,  unlefs  fome  higher  power 
interpofes  in  behalf  of  the  young 
prince. 

Vienna ,  March  20th.  An  impe¬ 
rial  edid  has  been  publifhed  here, 
dated  the  8th  inftant,  prohibiting 
the  importation  into  any  of  the  Au- 
llrian  dominions  of  hardware,  cut¬ 
lery,  turnery,  toys,  flationary,  cord¬ 
age,  whalebone,  leather  gloves,  rib¬ 
bons,  cottons,  linens,  watches,  fans, 
thread,  fadlery,  &c.  unlefs  by  indi¬ 
viduals  for  their  own  ufe,  and  not 
for  fale ;  but  cambricks,  gauzes, 
muffins,  and  lawns,  are  permitted 
to  be  imported  by  palfport  for  fale, 
paying  a  duty  of  fix  florins  per  pound 
weight. 

Extract  of  a  private  letter ,  dated 
Paris ,  March  25. 

“  On  the  23d  inflant,  the  fon  of 
the  emperor  of  Cochin-China  was 
prelented  to  his  majefly,  by  the 
Marefcha!  de  Caflries.  The  prince¬ 
ly  child  is  in  his  7th  year;  he  fell 
on  his  knees  before  the  king,  who 
took  him  up  in  his  arms,  whilft  two 
of  the  child’s  relations  lay  prollrate 
with  their  foreheads  to  the  ground. 
He  had  in  his  train  three  pages,  and 
next  to  him  flood  the  miffionary 
biffiop,  who  accompanied  him  to 
France.  The  young  prince  ftaid  at 
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court  the  whole  day,  and  made  him- 
felf  a  welcome  gueft.  He  is  much 
more  graceful  in  his  deportment 
than  is  cuftomary  at  his  tender 
years.  His  drefs  conlifls  of  a  loofe 
muffin  robe,  covered  with  a  kind  of 
a  mantle  of  gold  tilfue.  It  appears, 
from  the  account  given  by  the 
prince’-S  followers,  that  the  ufurper 
of  the  fovereignty  is  the  colledor  of 
cuftoms  and  taxes.  The  dethroned 
emperor  has  retired  to  the  remoteft 
part  of  his  dominions,  towards  the 
lea.  There  the  unfortunate  mo¬ 
narch,  who  has  not  yet  completed 
his  30th  year,  defends  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  handful  of  trufty  fubjeds, 
who  have  followed  his  fortunes.  He 
has,  it  is  faid,  proudly  rejeded  all 
affiflance  offered  to  him  by  the  Dutch 
and  Englifh  ;  the  bifh.op  above  men¬ 
tioned  having  perfuaded  him  to 
place  no  confidence  but  on  his  moft 
chriftian  majefly.” , 

From  Leghorn  we  learn,  that  on 
the  27th  of  February,  the  largeft 
galley  in  the  fervice  of  the  Dey  of 
Algiers,  which  had  committed  the 
greateft  depredation  off  that  port, 
was  taken,  after  an  obftinate  com¬ 
bat,  by  a  Maltefe  man  of  war,  and 
brought  fafe  into  harbour.  Great 
numbers  were  killed  on  both  (ides. 
The  Maltefe  captain  and  moft  of 
his  officers  were  wounded.  As  to 
the  Algerines,  they  have  been  loll 
almofl  to  a  man,  and  their  com¬ 
manders  killed  in  the  adion.  Both 
fliips  are  reprefented  as  being  in  the 
moll  deplorable  condition.  The 
treafure  found  on  board  the  Algerine 
is  immenfe,  and  moflly  confifts  of 
Ponuguefe  coin. 

A  verdid  was  given  againft  Lord 
Cowper  at  the  laft  fittings  after 
term,  in  which  the  mercantile  and 
trading  part  of  the  community  are 

ferioufly 


CHRONICLE.  .  [201 


ferioufly  concerned.  His  Lorddhip 
had,  at  feveral  times,  ordered  par¬ 
cels  of  diamonds  to  be  fent  to  him 
abroad  by  the  conveyance  of  the 
genera]  pod,  which  were  fcmetimes 
iniured,  and  fometinres  not,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  lord fliip’s  order.  The 
Jail  parcel  ordered  was  woith  one 
thoufand  pounds,  the  order  for  which 
did  not  direct  infurance  to  be  made  ; 
but  it  was  delivered  as  ufual  at  the 
General  Pod-office-  Thefe  jewels 
never  coming  to  the  noble  lord’s 
hands,  he  podtively  refufed  to  pay 
for  them  or  even  to  ftand  half  the 
iofs  }  upon  which  the  jeweller 
brought  his  action  for  goods  fold  and 
delivered. 

Upon  this  aftion  the  quedion  was, 
whether  the  delivery  at  the  Pod-of¬ 
fice  was  good  ;  and  the  court  was 
of  opinion,  that,  as  infurance  was 
not  directed  by  the  defendant’s  order, 
the  delivery  at  the  Pod-office  was 
virtually  a  delivery  to  him  ;  in  con- 
iequence  of  which  the  jury  brought 
in  a  verdift  for  the  plaintiff'  of 
loool. 

Died.- — A  few  days  ago,  at  Craigr- 
end  of  Glins,  paridh  of  Baitron, 
Scotland,  Elizabeth  Fidier,  in  the 
103d  year  of  her  age.  She  retain¬ 
ed  her  faculties  to  the  lad,  arid  was 
in  the  fields  with  her  grand-child 
in  her  arms  a  few  hours  before  her 
death. 

Lately,  Dr.  Baylis,  phvfician  to 
the  late  and  prefent  king  of  Piuflia. 
He  v/as  a  native  of  England. 


APRIL. 

,  Was  delivered  in  to  the 
^  '  Admiralty  board,  the  accounts 
from  the  conmiiffioner%  and  other 


officers  of  his  majedy’s  dock-yards. 
All'o  a  date  of  the  ordinary  of  the 
navy  on  the  lad  day  of  March  j  by 
which  it  appears  there  are,  in  the  fe¬ 
veral  ordinaries  of  Plymouth,  Portf- 
mouth,and  in  the  river  Thames  and 
Medway,  125  diips  of  the  line,  13 
of  50  guns,  109  frigates,  58  doops 

and  cutters - Total,  305  flups  in 

ordinary. 

On  the  trial  of  Michael  Cafey, 
James  Marflrall,  and  Edward  Loni- 
gen,  executed  on  Saturday  morning, 
April  the  7th,  at  Hind  Common, 
purfuant  to  their  fentence,  at  the  af- 
dzes  for  the  county  of  Surry,  held 
lad  week  at  Kingdon,  the  following 
circumdances  were  proved,  which 
were  alfo  corroborated  by  the  con- 
feffion  of  the  priloners  —  that  they 
were  faiiors  out  of  employment — 
and  that  on  their  road  to  Portfmouth 
they  met  with  the  deceased,  who  was 
alfo  a  Tailor,  and  who  having  fome 
money,  and  they  none,  agreed  to 
bear  the  expences  of  the  journey. 
Upon  their  coming  to  Hind  Com¬ 
mon,  near  the  Devil’s  Punch-bowl, 
Cafey  knocked  the  deceafed  down  : 
they  then  dripped  him,  and  agreed, 
each  of  them  to  have  two  cuts  at 
his  throat,  which  cruel  leiolution 
they  put  into  effedl,  and  then  rolled 
the  body  into  the  Devil’s  Punch¬ 
bowl.— -Two  countrymen,  who  had 
concealed  themfelves  behind  a  hedge, 
were  Ipe&ators  of  the  horrid  deed, 
who  following  them  at  a  didance, 
gave  the  alarm,  and  had  the  mur¬ 
derers  leciired 

Paris ,  April  10.  On  Sunday 
evening  his  mod  child ian  majedy 
was  pjeafed  to  remove  Monfi  de  Ca- 
lonneirom  the  office  of  comptroller 
general  of  the  finances,  and  on 
Monday  evening  Monf.  de  Eour- 
queux,  ccunfelloi  of  date,  was  ap¬ 
pointed 
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pointed  to  fucceed  him.  His  ma- 
jerty  h  as  alfo  thought  proper  to  dil- 
mifs  Monf.  de  Miromefnil  from  his 
office  of  garde  des  fceaux,  and 
Monf.  de  Lamoignon,  one  of  the 
prefidents  of  the  parliament  of  Pa¬ 
lis,  is  named  to  fucceed  him. 

Monf.  d’Aligre,  firfl  prefident  of 
the  parliament  of  Paris,  has  re¬ 
tired. 

Hereford,  April  26.  On  Wed- 
nefday  lad,  the  1 8th  indant,  at  the 
great  feffions  holden  in  Cow-bridge, 
lot  the  county  of  Glamorgan,  Wil¬ 
liam  Owen,  and  Cornelius  Gorton, 
were  found  guilty  of  murder. 

The  cafe  of  William  Owen  was 
an  extraordinary  one  ;  in  its  cir- 
cumftances  very  much  refembling 
that  of  Mr.  Hackman  and  Mils 
Ray.  He  had  paid  his  addrefles  to 
Mary  Harris,  the  deceafed,  and  had 
been  well  received  ;  but,  owing  to 
the  interference  of  his  friends,  they 
had  been  afterwards  difcontinued, 
and  all  connexion  between  the  par¬ 
ties  broken  off :  fo  ftrong  however 
was  his  attachment,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  renew  the  couitdnp  ?  but 
fuch  was  her  refentment  of  his  for¬ 
mer  conduCt,  in  deferting  her  at  the 
inftance  of  his  relations,  that  fhe 
perfifted  in  declining  any  further 
communication  with  him  ;  the  con- 
fequence  of  which  was,  that  the  ex¬ 
cels  of  his  paffion,  and  the  fury  of 
dilappointment,  precipitated  him 
upon  this  ad  of  defperation.  The 
deceafed  was  fervant  to  Mr.  Hill, 
at  Met thyr-Tydfil ;  fhe  was  feen 
about  nine  in  the  evening  of  the 
ftrft  inftant,  talking  with  the  pri¬ 
soner  before  the  kitchen-window  of 
Mr  Cocktlent,  next  door  neighbour 
to  Mr.  Hill  ;  and,  in  the  kitchen, 
a  converfation  was  heard  in  a  tone 
of  voice  that  indicated  fome  difpute 
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or  difference  ;  then  a  woman’s  voice 
was  heard  crying  out  very  loud  ; 
and  the  deceafed  almoft  inftantly 
came  into  the  kitchen  dreaming 
with  blood  from  her  neck,  fell  into 
the  arms  of  Mr.  Cockflent’s  gar¬ 
dener,  and  in  half  an  hour  expired. 
She  appeared  to  have  received  a 
dab  in  her  neck,  two  inches  deep, 
with  a  fharp-pointed  knife.  He  was 
found  guilty  principally  upon  his 
own  confeflion,  which  was  (upon 
being  afked  whether  he  had  abufed 
her  more  than  this  unlucky  blow) 
“  I  did  not  touch  her  any  more 
than  that  unhappy  blow  :  I  loved 
her  in  my  heart,  and  I  am  willing 
to  die  for  her  fake.”  V/hen  ap¬ 
prehended  by  Mr.  Cockflent,  he 
laid,  “  You  need  not  hold  me  ;  I 
was  not  going  to  run  away.”  He 
earnedly  requeded  to  fee  the  body, 
and  has  fince  his  conviction  entreated 
to  be  buried  in  the  fame  grave  with 
the  deceafed. 

On  the  nd  of  lad  month,  John 
Hodgfon,  a  foldier,  aged  26,  was 
executed  at  Budimire,  in  Suffolk, 
for  a  highway  robbery.  He  con- 
fefTed,  at  the  gallows,  that  within 
the  lad  fix  years  he  enlided  98 
times,  with  different  recruiting  par¬ 
ties  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scot¬ 
land  ;  that  he  received,  as  bounty- 
money,  597  guineas ;  that  he  fel- 
dom  remained  with  the  party  more 
than  two  days  j  and  that  he  com¬ 
mitted  a  number  of  robberies,  by 
which  he  gained  236 1  14s.  8d. 

He  was  a  mod  extraordinary  cha¬ 
racter.  He  kept  a  regular  account 
of  his  receipts  and  difburfements, 
and  died  worth  80  pounds,  which 
he  took  care  to  transfer  to  a  fa¬ 
vourite  female  previous  to  his  trial. 
He  was  taken  up  three  times  for  de- 
fertion,  and  received  350  ladies  at 

Colcheder, 
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Colchefter,  which  he  bore  without 
even  fo  much  as  a  figh. 

Calcutta ,  Od.  12.  The  follow¬ 
ing  melancholy  accident  fihews  that 
a  tyger  is  not  always  deterred  from 
approaching  fire.  A  fmall  veflel 
from  Ganjam  to  this  port,  being 
longer  on  her  paflage  than  was  ex¬ 
pected,  ran  out  of  provifions  and 
water :  being  near  the  Saugar  Ifland, 
the  Europeans,  fix  in  number,  went 
on  fhore  in  learch  of  refrefliments, 
there  being  fome  cocoa-nuts  on  the 
ifiand,  in  quelt  of  which  they  ftray- 
td  a  confiderable  way  in-land.  Night 
coming  on,  and  the  veflel  being  at 
a  diftance,  it  was  thought  more  fafe 
to  take  up  their  night’s  lodging  in 
the  ruins  ot  an  old  pagoda,  than  to 
return  to  the  vefiel.  A  large  fire 
was  lighted,  and  an  agreement 
made,  that  two  of  the  number 
ihould  keep  watch  by  turns,  10  alarm 
the  reft  in  cafe  ot  danger,  which 
they  had  reafon  to  apprehend  from 
the  wild  appearance  of  the  place. 
It  happened  to  fall  to  the  lot  of  one 
Dawlon,  late  a  filverfmith  and  en¬ 
graver  in  this  town,  to  be  one  of 
the  watch.  In  the  night  a  tyger 
darted  over  the  fire  upon  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  young  man,  and  in  fpring- 
ing  off  with  him,  ftruck  its  head 
againft  the  fide  of  the  pagoda, 
which  made  it  and  its  prey  rebound 
upon  the  fire,  on  which  they  rolled 
over  one  another  once  or  twice  be¬ 
fore  he  was  carried  off.  In  the 
morning,  the  thigh  bones  and  legs 
ot  the  unfortunate  victim  were  found 
at  lome  diftance  ;  the  former  ftript 
of  its  flefii,  and  the  latter  fhocking- 
ly  mangled. 

20th  comed7  Wa y  to 

Keep  Him,  with  feveral  other 
dramatic  pieces,  have  been  lately 
performed  at  Richmond- houfe. 


The  following  were  the  Dramatis 
Perfonae  : 

Lovemore,  Lord  Derby. 

Sit  Brilliant  Faftiion,  Hon.  Mr. 

Edgecombe. 
Sir  Bafhful  Conftant,  Major  Arabin. 
William, 


Sideboard, 
Widow  Belmour, 

Mrs.  Lovemore, 

Lady  Conftant, 


Sir  Harry  En- 
glefield. 

Mr.  Campbell. 
Hon.  Mrs.  Ho¬ 
bart. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Da¬ 
rner. 

Mils  Camp¬ 
bell. 

Mufiin,  Mrs.  Bruce. 

Havre ,  April  23.  Monf.  Pirneu’s 
fcheme  for  clearing  the  mouth  of 
the  Seine,  has  been  lately  begun 
upon,  and  is  carried  on  with  unre¬ 
mitting  vigour  and  effeCt.  The 
veflels  employed  in  this  bufinefs, 
and  which  were  ready  in  the  early 
part  of  this  month,  have  already 
raifed  a  vaft  quantity  of  mud,  and 
much  more  of  gravel  and  ballaft. 
In  addition  to  the  200  galley-flaves" 
at  firft  employed,  300  more  from 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  have 
been  added,  and  they  are  daily  em¬ 
ployed  in  fcreening  and  otherwife 
preparing  the  fluff  which  is  raifed. 
Veflels,  from  the  fmalleft  fize  up  to 
five  hundred  tons  burthen,  will, 
when  it  is  completed,  go  up  to 
Rouen  with  fafety. 

Died. — The  celebrated  aCtrefs 
Mrs.  Yates. 


MAY. 

A  few  days  ago,  the  fhip  „ 
Friends  Goodwill,  with  a  car-  1  * 
go  from  Newcaftle,  in  the  river 
Delaware,  bound  to  Briftol,  put  into 
Crofshaven,  in  the  county  of  Coike, 

the 
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the  mailer  of  which  reports  that 
every  thing  remained  quiet  through¬ 
out  the  Thirteen  Provinces  on  the 
1 2th  of  April,  the  day  he  failed, 
the  rebellion  being  extinguished 
without  much  bloodfhed:  That  con- 
greis  had  iftued  a  proclamation,  of¬ 
fering  a  free  pardon  to  all  concern¬ 
ed  in  the  late  difturbances,  except 
Capt.  Shea,  who  is  fuppofed  to  be 
flying  in  various  difguifes  from  place 
to  place.  This  adventurer  aimed 
at  no  lefs  than  overturning  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  involving  the  Ame¬ 
rican  provinces  in  a  frefh  civil  war. 
Hh  is  faid  to  be  about  33  years  of 
age,  and  a  native  of  Kilkenny, 
which  he  left  fome  time  ago,  to 
better  his  fortune  in  the  weftern 
world.  He  is  now,  probably,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  get  to  fome  fea  port, 
but  can  fcarce  hope  to  evade  a  dif- 
covery,  as  diligent  fearch  is  making 
after  him,  and  all  ftrangers  are 
ftriftly  examined  at  every  town  and 
crofs-road. 

Paris ,  May  3.  On  Monday  the 
grand  ceremony  de  la  beneflidion  des 
drappeaux  (of  blefling  the  colours) 
was  held  at  Notre  Dime,  the  ca¬ 
thedral  of  Paris,  before  the  great- 
eft  concourfe  of  people  ever  aftem- 
bled  in  that  church  on  a  fimilar 
occafion.  There  were  thirty-fix  new 
colours  to  receive  the  benedidtion, 
twenry-four  for  the  French,  and 
twelve  for  the  Swifs  guards.  The 
whole  corps  of"  each,  preceded  by 
their  generals,  attended  in  new  uni¬ 
forms.  The  mufic,  compofed  of 
the  varieties  of  wind  inftruments, 
tnfpired  the  affembly  with  martial 
ardour,  and  was  iiftened  to  with 
rapture.  The  arch'oifhop,  who  pro¬ 
nounced  the  blefling  on  thofe  em¬ 
blematical  fupports  of  Gallic  ho¬ 
nour,  feemed  delighted  in  perform¬ 


ing  this  part  of  his  fundtion.  This 
ceremony  takes  place  every  fourth 
year,  a  few  days  before  the  king's 
review,  that  the  new  drefles  may 
ferve  for  both.  The  proceflion  was 
very  noble,  and  formed  the  fineft 
and  moft  perfect  coup  d'  ceil  ever  be¬ 
held.  All  the  regiments  were  drawn 
up  in  the  aides  of  that  capacious 
church,  which  is  almoft  as  large  as 
Weftminfter-abbey  ;  and  double 
rows  of  grenadiers  formed  two  beau¬ 
tiful  hedges  on  each  fide  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  aide.  The  bulk  of  the  people 
filled  fome  of  the  other  aides,  and 
the  people  of  fadiion  were  in  the 
long  galleries  that  extend  from  the 
entrance  gate  up  to  the  chief  altar 
and  the  choir.  When  the  ceremony 
was  over,  and  Marflial  Biron  was 
returning,  the  ioldiers  could  not, 
even  in  the  church,  be  prevented 
from  teftifying  their  attachment  to 
this  venerable  and  brave  chieftain. 

Came  on  at  Huntingdon  , 
the  election  for  a  member  of 
parliament  for  that  borough,  in  the 
room  of  Lancelot  Brown,  Efq;  who 
is  gone  the  tour  of  Europe,  when 
John  Willet  Payne,  Efq;  a  captain 
in  the  royal  navy,  was  elected  with¬ 
out  oppofition. 

A  large  feizure,  confiding 
of  300  cafks  of  Spirits,  and 
a  quantity  of  tea,  wine,  and  to¬ 
bacco,  was  brought  to  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  warehoufe  at  Southampton,  by 
the  Rote  cutter,  together  with  a  large 
boat,  and  fix  men,  who  had  violent¬ 
ly'  beat  the  officers  that  feized  the 
lame;  and  on  Monday  laft  they  were 
committed  by  a  juftice  of  the  county 
to  Winchefter  gaol. 

They  were  conveying  to  Win¬ 
chefter  in  two  coaches,  guarded  by 
16  men  well  armed  ;  but  when  they 
had  proceeded  about  four  miles,  a 

man. 
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man,  on  the  approach  of  the  coaches, 
blew  a  horn;  upon  which  a  body  of 
inen,  to  the  number  of  30,  well 
mounted,  and  difguifed,  having  their 
faces  blacked,  and  handkerchiefs 
tied  round  them,  with  each  a  brace 
of  piftols  and  a  blunderbufs,  came 
gallopping  over  the  heath  from 
Lord’s  Wood,  and  demanded  the 
prifoners,  faying  they  were  their 
good  and  faithful  fervants,  and  un- 
lefs  they  were  immediately  releaied, 
the  confequences  would  be  fatal. 
The  prifoners  thereupon  rufhed  from 
the  coaches,  and  weie  carried  off  in 
triumph. 

The  Houfe  of  Lords  con¬ 
firmed  the  judgment  of  the 
lord  chancellor,  and  the  chief  juf- 
tices  Mansfield  and  Loughborough, 
which  reverfed  the  decree  of  the 
court  of  Exchequer,  and  determined 
the  important  affair  of  Sutton  and 
Johnfton,  in  favovrr  of  the  latter. 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Phil- 
lidor,  whofe  unrivalled  ex¬ 
cellence  at  the  game  of  chefs  has 
been  Jong  diffinguifhed,  invited  the 
members  of  the  chefs  club,  and  the 
amateurs  in  general  of  that  amufe- 
ment,  to  be  prefent  on  Saturday  the 
26th  of  April,  at  a  fpedfacle  of  the 
mod  curious  kind,  as  it  was  to  dii- 
play  a  very  wonderful  faculty  of  the 
human  mind. 

In  confequence  of  this  invitation, 
thirty  gentlemen  and  three  ladies 
attended  Mr.  Phillidor  at  Parflo’s 
in  St.  James’s- ftreet,  where  in  their 
prefence,  with  his  eyes  clofed  he 
contended  with  two  gentlemen  at 
the  fame  time,  who  had  each  a  chefs- 
board,  and  who  may,  perhaps,  be 
deemed  the  firth  players  in  Europe 
next  to  himfelf. 

Count  Bruhl  was  his  adverfary  at 
one  board,  and  Mr,  Rowdier  at  the 
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other,  and  to  each  he  allowed  the 
fir  ft  move. 

The  games  commenced  at  ten 
minutes  after  two  o’clock,  and  lafted 
exa&ly  one  hour  and  forty  minutes. 

The  manner  in  which  thefe  games 
were  played,  was  alternately  as  to 
each  move, — Count  Bruhl  began, 
and  mentioned  aloud  the  move  he 
had  made.  Mr.  Phillidor  then  di¬ 
rected  his  representative,  and  fo 
proceeded  to  the  conclufion  of  both 
games. 

The  game,  with  the  count  was 
drawn,  and  Mr.  Bowdler  was  fuc- 
cefstul  in  the  other,  owing  to  the 
quicknefs  with  which  the  earlier 
moves  in  both  games  were  made, 
and  to  the  extreme  fimilarity  in  the 
fituation  of  the  piece  towards  the 
commencement ;  for  if  the  games 
had  lefs  refembled  each  other,  Mr. 
Phillidor  would  have  preferved  a 
more  diftinCt  recollection. 

The  idea  of  the  intellectual  la¬ 
bour  that  was  palling  in  the  mind 
of  Mr.  Phillidor,  fuggefted  a  pain¬ 
ful  perception  to  the  fpeCtator,  which 
however,  was  quite  unneceffary,  as 
he  feldom  paufed  half  a  minute,  and 
feemed  to  undergo  little  mental  fa¬ 
tigue,  being  fomewhat  jocofe  through 
the  whole,  and  uttering  occafionally 
many  plealantries  that  diverted  the 
company.  The  whole  palled  in  the 
French  language. 

The  firft  aCt  of  the  grand  0  , 
mulical  feftival  in  Weft-  201 
mintter-abbey  commenced  with  the 
overture  from  Efther  and  Dettingen 
Te  Deum,  which  was  performed 
with  wonderful  excellence.  The 
band  was  all  force  and  correCtnefs, 
and  the  vocal  performers  contri¬ 
buted  a  powerful  afliftance.  Mr. 
Parry,  in  “Thou  art  the  King  of 
glory,”  was  not  fufficiently  heard. 

We 
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We  would  advife  him  in  future  not 
to  draw  back  the  time  fo  much. 
**  When  thou  tookeft  upon  thee  to 
deliver  man/’  employed  the  powers 
of  Mr.  Kelly  j  but  whether  his  not 
being  accuftomed  to  ling  in  fo  large 
a  place,  or  before  fo  full  an  audi¬ 
ence,  had  any  influence  upon  his 
fpirits,  we  know  not :  it  is  certain, 
that  though  he  deferves  refpeftable 
mention,  the  expectation  which  his 
repute  had  excited,  was  not  tho¬ 
roughly  gratified— MefTrs.  Saville, 
Knyvitt,  Norris,  and  Harrifon,  dif- 
played  considerable  merit  in  their 
refpeCtive  parts  through  this  aCt ; 
but  we  lamented  that  the  latter  had 
not  a  more  diftinCt  Scope  for  his  in- 
terefting  powers. 

The  grand  funeral  anthem  led  on 
the  Second  part,  and  nothing  can  be 
conceived  more  affeCtingly  folemn. 
During  the  firft  chorus,  Some  inaccu¬ 
racy  happened  refpefring  the  time  ; 
but  whether  this  arofe  Irom  the  te¬ 
nors,  or  fome  other  principal  in- 
ftruments,  we  were  not  near  enough 
to  difcovcr.  In  this  aCt,  the  chorus 
irom  Samfon, 

“  Hear  Jacob’s  God,  Jehovah  hear !” 

was  moft  prominently  excellent.— 
Signora  Storace  fung,  “  Every  day 
will  1  give  thanks  to  thee/’  with 
great  correclnels ;  but  we  mult  de¬ 
clare.  which  we  do  without  any  par¬ 
tial  bias,  that  her  voice  is  really 
not  calculated  for  the  requifue  ftyle 
of  finging.  h  wants  that  energy 
and  fulnefs  fo  neceifary  to  imprels 
the  feelings,  particularly  in  fo  large 
a  place. 

The  firil  grand  concerto  intro¬ 
duced  the  third  a£t.  Rubinelli  fol¬ 
lowed  with  the  recitative,  “  Jeho¬ 
vah  crowned  with  glory  bright,” 


from  Either,  which  he  delivered 
with  an  uncommon  degree  of  ex- 
preflion. — His  voice,  which  may  be 
deemed  the  fineft  contralto  in  this 
country,  entirely  filled  the  abbey 
and  was  wonderfully  touching.  The 
grand  chorus,  ‘‘He  comes,  he  comes, 
to  end  our  woes  !”  was  indefcriba- 
bly  excellent.— Harrifon,  in  “  O 
come  let  us  worfhip,”  from  the  an¬ 


thems,  fully  exerted  all  that  charm¬ 
ing  and  pathetic  tafte  for  which  he 
is  juftly  diftinguifhed ;  and  after  the 
immediate  chorufles,  Rubinelli  ex- 
preffed  with  molt  beautiful  effect, 

“  Return,  O  God  of  Holts  !**  from 
Samfon.  To  Mara,  only  one  fong, 
“  Pious  orgies,  pious  airs,**  was 
afligned,  and  the  manner  in  which 
Hie  fung  it  was  indeed  fo  exquilitely 
charming,  that  it  is  totally  beyond 
defcription.  This  fong  immediate¬ 
ly  fucceeded  the  grand  chorus  from 
Samfon,  “  Fix’d  in  his  everlalting 
feat,”  which  was  peculiarly  fublime; 
but  the  great  powers  of  Mara  to¬ 
tally  effaced  its  impreflions,  and  ar- 
relted  the  mind  as  much  as  if  it  had 
been  the  fir  ft  time  of  her  perform¬ 
ing.  The  whole  terminated  with 
the  grand  chorus  from  Samfon,  “  O 
God,  who  in  thy  heavenly  hand,'' 
which  was  executed  with  iuch  auguft 
force,  that  the  audience  was  wrap¬ 
ped  in  a  kind  of  ecftacy,  that  wholly 
abforbed  every  faculty. 

The  choice  of  the  mufic  deferves 
great  approbation,  and  it  is  hardly 
poflible  to  do  juflice  to  Mr.  Bates, 
who  pofTcffes  a  fort  of  animation  in 
his  mode  of  conducing  a  band,  that 
produces  an  ardent  lympathy  in  the 
performers;  though  it  muft  be  own¬ 
ed,  that  his  zeal  was  not  fufficiently 
rewarded  yefterday,  as  many  of  them 
were  not  fo  alert  as  they  Ihould  have 
been  in  riling  to  their  parts,  and 

fome 
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foine  indeed  violated  the  decorum 
of  the  place  by  indecently  prattling 
with  each  other. 

The  place  was  inoft  largely  at¬ 
tended.— Their  majedies,  with  all 
the  royal  family,  except  the  prince 
of  Wales,  wete  preient,  and  mod 
of  the  rank  and  faihion  of  the 
country.  The  duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land  fat  in  the  fame  place  wtth  the 
directors. 

We  underdand  there  was  a  de¬ 
mand  from  the  public  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  more  tickets,  which  was  re¬ 
jected,  in  order  that  the  compa¬ 
ny  might  enjoy  the  mod  perfect  ac¬ 
commodation. 


JUNE. 

^  A  very  capital  fliip  is  under 
repair  at  the  king’s  yard  at 
Deptford,  for  the  intended  voyage 
to  the  Society  Iflands,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  tranfporting  the  bread-fruit 
trees  to  the  Wed  Indies.  A  large 
fpace  is  prepared  between  the  decks 
to  receive  the  trees  with  their  na¬ 
tive  foil.  A  room  is  alfo  to  be  fit¬ 
ted  up  for  an  adronomer,  who  will 
go  out  under  the  patronage  of  his 
majedy,  to  make  obfervations  on 
the  cornet  that  is  expeCted  to  appear 
in  the  year  1788. 

,  A  trial  of  a  fingular  nature 
took  place  at  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  Wedminder,  before 
Mr.  Judice  Buller,  and  a  fpecial 
jury.  An  aCtion  was  brought  by 
Ann  Pigeon  againd  Melds.  Harn- 
merfly  and  Moreland,  bankers,  Pall 
Mall,  for  an  ufuiious  contract  in 
taking  more  than  five  per  cent,  dif- 
counr,  contrary  to  the  datute.  The 
aClion  was  laid  for  fifteen  thoufand 
pounds,  being  treble  the  value  of 
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the  bills  to  difcounted.  The  evi¬ 
dence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff 
was  J.  M.  Millea,  who  is  at  prelent, 
it  appeared,  a  prifoner  in  the  King’s 
Bench,  but  who  fome  time  fince  had 
tranfaCled  bufinels  t©  a  large  amount 
at  the  bank  of  the  defendants.  In 
the  month  of  May,  1786,  he  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  purpofe  of  difcounting 
three  feveral  bills  to  the  amount  of 
5000I.  being  the  acceptance  of  Mr. 
Cazalet,  a  merchant  in  the  city,  at 
four,  five,  and  fix  months  date. 
They  complied  with  his  requeft ; 
but  indead  of  the  cadi  which  he  was 
entitled  to  receive,  as  having  paid 
the  full  difcount,  they  paid  him 
with  their  own  acceptances  at  fixty 
days  fight;  and  this  it  was  contend¬ 
ed  was  an  overcharge,  to  the  amount 
of  thele  two  months  intered  on  the 
fum  difcounted. 

In  reply,  it  was  proved  on  the 
part  of  the  defendants,  that  the 
evidence,  on  being  alked  how  he 
would  be  paid,  had  made  choice  of 
thefe  acceptances  in  preference  to 
cadi ;  and  that  he  himfelf  had  ante¬ 
dated  the  checks,  to  make  it  appear 
as  if  they  had  been  tranlmitted  front 
Dublin ;  and  it  was  urged,  that 
thefe  acceptances  were  equivalent 
to  cadi,  as  if  they  had  been  pre- 
fented  at  any  time,  even  within  the 
fixty  days,  he  would  immediately 
have  been  paid  the  full  amount. 
Exceptions  were  alfo  taken  to  the 
credibility  of  Millea  as  a  party  in- 
terefted  in  the  caufe,  it  being  fully 
proved  that  the  plaintiff'  now  coha¬ 
bited  with  him  in  prifon,  and  that 
previous  to  his  confinement  they  had 
been  generally  received  as  man  and 
wife.  From  thefe  confiderations  the 
jury,  with  the  fulled  approbation  of 
the  court,  indantly  found  a  verdidl 
for  the  defendants. 


At 
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^  At  the  January  feffion  of 

^  *  gaol  delivery,  holden  at  the 
Old  Baiffy  1787,  John  Moffat  was 
indi&ed  for  forging  and  uttering  a 
bill  of  exchange,  in  the  words  and 
figures  following,  with  intention  to 
defraud  one  William  Ball. 

Navy-Office,  Dec.  1 1,  1786. 

4  Sir, 

*  Seven  ckys  after  date,  pleafe  to 
pay  to  Mr.  John  Moffat,  or  his 
order,  the  fum  of  three  pounds  three 
Shillings,  and  place  the  fame  to  the 
account  of, 

*  Sir, 

*  Your  mod;  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

6  (L.  S.)  Walter  Stirling. 

#  To  George  Peters,  Efq.  Ac¬ 
cepted, 

4  Bank  of  England.  Geo.  Peters.’ 

4  Indorfed — John  Moffat,  now 
Surgeon  of  the  Scipio  guardfhip  at 
Sheernefs  ’ 

Upon  the  evidence,  the  guilt  of 
the  prifoner  was  clearly  edablifhed  ; 
but  upon  inipedtion  of  the  bill,  it 
was  found  to  be  drawn  upon  paper 
*  with  only  a  two-penny  damp  ; 
M/hereas  by  23  Geo.  111.  c.  49, 
upon  all  paper  on  which  any  bill  of 
exchange  fhail  be  drawn  for  lei's  than 
50I.  there  Shall  be  paid  a  damp- 
duty  of  fix-pence.  It  was  therefore 
objedted,  that  as  this  was  not  a  legal 
bill  of  exchange,  it  not  being  pto- 
perly  damped,  it  could  not  become 
the  fubjedt  of  an  indiditnent  for  for¬ 
gery.  But  upon  the  authority  of  the 
cafe  of  the  king  verfus  Hawkefwood, 
the  objedtion  was  over-ruled.  How 
ever,  in  looking  over  the  adts  of 
parliament  relating  to  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  it  was  found  to  be  enadted 
by  17  Geo.  III.  c.  30,  4  That  all 
negotiable  bills  of  exchange  above 
aos.  and  under  5I.  fliall  fpecify  the 


names  and  places  of  abode  of  the 
perfons  to  whom,  or  to  whofe  order* 
the  fame  fliall  be  made  payable  j 
and  that  every  indorfement  thereon 
fliall  fpecify  the  name  and  place  of 
abode  of  the  payer ;  and  that  both 
the  figning  and  indorfement  of  fuch 
bill  fliall  be  atteded  by  one  fubfcrib- 
ing  witnefs  ’ — A  doubt  was  there¬ 
fore  conceived  by  Mr.  Recorder, 
whether  this  indidtment  could  be 
fupported,  as  for  forging  a  bill  of 
exchange,  which  upon  the  face  of  it, 
by  the  exprefs  diredtions  of  the  da- 
tute,  was  void.  He  therefore  re¬ 
corded  the  verdidt  guilty,  but  res¬ 
pited  the  judgment  until  the  opinion 
of  the  judges  was  had  upon  this 
point.— -And  at  the  lad  feffion,  Mr. 
Juftice  Afhhurd  delivered  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  judges,  that  the  indidt¬ 
ment  could  not  be  maintained. 

Arrived  with  his  fuite,  in  q.j 
perfedt  health,  at  Portfmouth  1  V 
from  Gibraltar,  Sir  George  Augus¬ 
tus  Elliot.  On  his  coming  on  fliore 
he  was  ialuted  with  the  guns  of  the 
Several  batteries,  and  honoured  with 
every  tedimony  of  public  gratitude. 
At  night  there  was  a  general  illu¬ 
mination,  and  every  demondration 
of  joy.  He  was  accommodated  at 
the  houfe  of  the  commiflioner,  and 
arrived  in  town  the  20th. 

Oxford,  'June  18.  One  of  the 
greated  efforts  in  walking  that  has 
been  known  was  this  day  performed 
by  a  lawyer  of  this  place  in  Port 
Meadow;  he  walked  fifty  miles  in 
nine  hours  and  an  halt.  At  eight 
in  the  morning  he  darted,  walked 
till  one,  when  he  dined,  and  at  half 
after  five  won  his  wager.  He  was 
allowed  ten  hours  to  do  it  in,  but 
went  over  his  ground  with  eafe  in 
nine  hours  and  an  half,  and  was  fo 
little  fatigued  with  his  expedition. 
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that  he  refufed  a  carriage,  and  walk¬ 
ed  into  town  two  miles  from  the 
field,  amidft  the  acclamations  of 
numbers  who  occafionally  accom¬ 
panied  him  in  the  courfe  of  the 
da  y. 

f  t  Andrew  Robinfon  Rowes, 
2  ‘  Efq;  Edward  Lucas,  Francis 

Peacock,  Mark  Provofl:,  and  Henry 
Bourn,  were,  purfuant  to  order, 
brought  into  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench  to  receive  judgment  for  a 
confpiracy,  of  which  they  were  con¬ 
victed  in  April  lafl,  againfl:  Lady 
Strathmore.  The  reading  of  the 
feveral  affidavits  took  up  almoft  four 
hours. — After  the  counfel  on  both 
fides  had  concluded,  Judge  Aihurft 
pronounced  the  fentence  of  the  court 
as  follows  ;  viz. 

“  That  Andrew  Robinfon  Bowes, 
Elq;  do  pay  a  fine  of  300!.  to  his 
majefty ;  that  he  be  imprifoned  in 
his  majefty’s  prifon  of  the  King’s 
Bench  for  three  years,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  the  faid  term,  he  find 
fecurity  for  14  years,  himfelf  in 
io,oooi.  and  two  furetiesof  5,000!. 
each.” 

“  That  Edward  Lucas  (the  con¬ 
stable)  do  pay  a  fine  of  50  I.  and  be 
imprifoned  in  his  majefty’s  gaol 
of  Newgate  for  the  term  of  three 
years.” 

“  That  Francis  Peacock  do  pay 
a  fine  of  100 1.  and  be  imprifoned 
in  the  King’s  Bench  prifon  for  two 
years.” 

u  That  Mark  Provofl  be  imprifoned 
in  the  gaol  of  Newgate  for  one  vear. 
—No  fine.”  r 

“  That  Henry  Bourn  do  pay  a 
fine  of  50 1.  and  be  imprifoned 
in  the  gaol  of  Newgate  for  fix 
months.’'’ 

Lucas,  Peacock,  and  Provofl,  were 
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already  under  bail,  by  order  of  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  themfelvesin 
500  1.  together  with  two  fureties  in 
the  fum  of  250  I.  each,  for  keeping 
the  peace  towards  Lady  Strathmore 
for  fourteen  years. 

Extraft  of  a  letter  from  Utrecht , 
June  28,  Nine  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing- 

u  We  have  this  inflant  received 
accounts  that  this  day  at  noon  the 
Piincefs  of  Orange,  with  two  of  the 
princes,  her  fons,  together  with  the 
well-known  Chevalier  Bentinck, 
were  arrefted  by  a  detachment  of 
burgheis  of  Gouda,  between  Schoon- 
hoven  and  Oudewater.  Early  intel¬ 
ligence  had  been  received  that  a 
great  per fonage  would  pals  that  way, 
and  the  detachment  of  burghers 
above  named  was  placed  on  purpofe 
to  intercept  her  pafiage.  The  gar- 
rifon  of  Woerden  is  drawn  out  on 
purpofe  to  bring  the  above  perfona- 
ges  into  that  place.” 

We  are  informed  from  refpedlable 
authority,  that,  the  French  miniflry 
lafl  week  difpatched  two  private  me¬ 
morials  ;  one  to  the  Biitifh,  another 
to  the  court  of  Beilin,  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  purpofe : 

“  That  in  the  prefent  commo¬ 
tions  in  Holland,  it  is  their  fixed 
and  decided  determination  not  to 
intermeddle,  except  feparately  or 
conjundtively  called  upon  as  medi¬ 
ators; — but  if  any  power  in  Europe 
fliall  take  up  arms  either  for  or 
againfl  the  republic,  they  no  longer 
hold  themfelvcs  pledged  to  this  de¬ 
termination  ;  but  fliall  confider 
themfelves  at  liberty  to  a£l,  as  the 
exigencies  of  affairs  may  require.” 

M.  de  Calonne  being  flripped  by 
the  king  of  France  of  his  riband, 
has  dilpofed  of  his  whole  eflate,  his 
fO  j  beautiful 
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beautiful  feat  of  Halonville,  in  Lor¬ 
raine,  and  ail  his  other  fixed  pro* 
perty,  and  has  retired  from  France 
for  ever. 

Died. — Mr.  Abel,  the  celebra¬ 
ted  compofer,  after  three  days  ill- 
nefs.  This  great  character  expired 
on  the  20th  inftant  without  pain, 
and  with  him  a  genius  that  was  an 
honour  to  the  fcience  he  profeflcd. 
His  various  eompofitions  are  the 
progeny  of  knowledge,  tafte,  and 
feeling,  and  will  be  held  in  admi¬ 
ration  as  long  as  mufic  has  any  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  paftions  of  mankind. 
Nor  was  he  only  diftinguifhed  as  a 
compofer  ;  as  a  performer  he  realiz¬ 
ed  thole  beautiful  conceptions  which 
his  works  abundantly  involve.  The 
Viola  di  Gamba  is  not  an  instru¬ 
ment  in  general  ufe,  and  will  per¬ 
haps  die  with  him  ;  but  his  per¬ 
formance  rendered  it  exquifitely 
charming. 

J  U  L  Y. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Bury,  in  Lari' 
cajhire,  July  5. 

“  I  am  forry  to  acquaint  you  with 
a  moil  dreadful  accident  which  has 
happened  in  this  town.  The  theatre 
here  being  crowded,  and  the  people 
in  the  gallery  very  riotous,  on  a  hid¬ 
den  the  whole  gave  way,  and  the 
walls,  roof,  and  every  part  fell  in, 
by  which  rnyleif,  wife,  two  brothers, 
and  a  lifter,  with  upwards  of  three 
hundred  perfons,  were  buried  in  the 
ruins.  —  I  believe  I  was  the  firft 
who  got  out.  The  fpeCtacle  now 
was  very  Shocking,  the  cries  of  the 
wounded  pierced  the  ear.  Hap¬ 
pily,  out  of  fo  great  a  number, 
only  five  perlons  were  killed  on  the 


fpot,  arnongft  whom  1  have  to  re¬ 
gret  the  lois  of  one  of  my  brothers 
and  fifter.  Many  more,  however, 
are  dangeroufly  wounded  ;  and  eight 
or  ten  paft  ail  hopes  of  recovery.  In 
iliort,  our  little  town  is  all  in  forrow 
on  the  occafion.  When  it  is  confi- 
dered  that  the  heavy  timbers  in  the 
roof,  the  date,  the  walls,  and  all 
fell  in,  it  is  next  to  a  miracle  that 
one  efcaped.” 

The  dates  of  Holland,  in  full  af- 
fembly  at  the  Hague,  publifned  an 
edict  the  30th  ult.  ftriCtiy  forbid¬ 
ding  all  perfons  whatever  from  quit¬ 
ting  the  province,  or  going  into 
other  ftates  with  their  effects,  under 
pretence  of  flying  for  fafety ;  the 
ftates  being  themfelves  of  fufficient 
ability  to  protect  their  fubjeCts :  ad¬ 
ding  thereto,  that  in  time  of  public 
difafler  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
good  citizen  to  continue  at  home, 
and  ufe  his  endeavours  in  the  defence 
of  his  country. 

John  Elliot  was  tried  upon  ^ 
an  indictment  on  the  black 
aCt,  with  wilfully  and  malicioufiy 
difcharging  two  piftols,  loaded  with 
powder  and  divers  balls,  at  the  per- 
ibn  of  Mils  Mary  Boydell.  The 
fecond  count  charged  him  with  firing 
one  piftol,  loaded  with  powder  and 
one  or  more  bullets,  at  the  faid  Mifs 
Boydell. 

The  evidence  produced  for  the 
profecution  was  as  follows  : 

Mr.  George  Nicol,  bookfeller  to 
his  majefty,  twore,  that  in  walking 
up  Princes-ftreet  in  company  with 
Mifs  Boydell,  he  heard  the  loud  ex- 
plofion  of  a  piftol  ciofe  to  his  ear. 
It  was  fo  near,  and  the  concuftion  of 
the  air  fo  ftrong,  that  it  ftruck  his 
ear  like  a  blow.  He  turned  round, 
and  feeing  the  prifoner  quite  ciofe 
to  him  with  a  piftol  in  his  hand, 
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which  afterwards  however  turned 
out  to  be  two  piftols  ftrongly  tied 
together,  he  feized  him  by  the 
throat,  and  faid,  “  Are  you  the 
villain  that  fired  ?”  The  man  faid 
he  was,  and  a  footman  coming  up  at 
the  lame  moment,  either  wrenched 
the  piftols  out  of  his  hand,  or  took 
them  up  as  he  dropt  them :  that  then, 
having  feen  the  lady  taken  into  a 
(hop,  he  went  with  the  prifoner  to 
Juftice  Hyde’s.  In  going  there  he 
expreffed  great  joy  at  what  he  had 
done  ;  and  in  particular  faid,  that 
now  he  fhould  die  in  peace,  as  he 
had  fenc  the  lady  before  him  ;  that 
two  more  piftols  were  found  in  his 
pocket,  apparently  loaded  to  the 
muzzle,  and  thole  Mr.  Nicol  de¬ 
livered  into  the  hands  of  Juftice 
Hyde,  and  had  not  feen  them  lince. 
That  during  the  examination,  a  lady 
came  into  the  office,  and  faid,  ffie  was 
happy  to  find  that  Mifs  Boydell  was 
not  dangeroufly  wounded  ;  upon 
which  the  prifoner,  clafhing  his 
hands  together,  feemingly  in  an 
agony  of  difappointment,  exclaimed, 
“  Is  ihe  not  dead  ?” — and  from  this 
time,  and  during  the  continuance  of 
the  examination,  he  burft  into  a  tor¬ 
rent  of  abufe  againft  the  lady,  the 
Alderman,  and  his  family. 

Thele  fadts  were  clearly  and  cir- 
cumftantially  corroborated  by  the 
evidence  of  the  livery  fervant  and 
of  Mr.  Griffith,  a  fhoemaker  in 
Princes-ftreet,  who  faw  him  fire  the 
piftol,  and  who  afiifted  in  fecuring 
him.  The  fervant  fwore  that  Elliot 
dropt  the  piftols,  and  he  took  them 
up.  He  found  the  one  upon  half 
cock,  and  the  pan  fihut  down,  and 
fome  grains  of  powder  in  the  pan — 
the  other  had  all  the  appearance  of 
having  been  inftanrly  fired,  and  he 
thought  indeed  that  they  had  both 
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been  fired,  notwithftanding  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  lock  being  on  half 
cock.  In  all  the  points  of  the  pri- 
foner’s  declarations  of  his  intentions 
— of  his  behaviour  at  the  juftice’s— 
of  the  two  loaded  piftols  in  his 
pocket,  &c.  they  agreed  with  Mr. 
Nicol. 

Mr.  Nicol  then  fwore  that  almoft 
one  half  of  the  lady’s  cloak  was 
burnt,  and  that  there  were  two 
marks  on  her  gown,  juft  below  the 
fhoulders,  which  feemed  to  corre- 
fpond  with  the  marks  of  the  piftols 
as  they  were  tied  togefher. 

A  furgeon  fwore  that  Mils  Boydell 
had  two  contufions  juft  below  the 
fhoulder  blade,  which  correfpond 
with  the  marks  on  the  gown,  and 
which  evidently  proceeded  from  blows 
received  from  fome  hard  fubftance. 
Being  afked,  if  piftols  loaded  with 
bullets  difeharged  fo  near  the  body 
could  have  made  fuch  marks  ?  He 
faid,  he  did  not  know;  but  it  was 
certain,  that  a  piftol  put  quite  clofe 
home  to  any  refilling  body,  and 
difeharged  fo  as  not  to  have  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  air,  loft  much  of  its 
force. 

The  cloak,  handkerchief,  and 
gown,  were  produced,  to  fliew  the 
effedls  of  the  explofion  and  /hot. 

Juftice  Hyde  was  fworn,  and  he 
gave  an  account  of  the  piftols.  He 
laid,  that  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  Mr.  Nicol  had  withdrawn,  a 
perfon  who  called  himfelt  Thomas 
Brown,  and  whom  he  obferved  in 
conversation  with  the  prifoner,  came 
to  his  office,  faid  he  came  from  Mr. 
Nicol,  and  defired  to  have  the  piftols, 
which  he  accordingly  delivered  to 
him.  He  could  not  find  this  Brown, 
nor  did  he  know  him.  He  fwore 
that  the  piftols  were  loaded  to  the 
muzzle,  and  that  the  paper  wadding 
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being  broken  in  the  ramming  of  the 
bullets  down,  he  clearly  law  the  lead 
of  the  bullets. 

There  was  fome  other  evidence 
not  fo  material.  A  gardener  be- 
longing  to  Mr.  Jofiah  Boydell  in 
the  country,  fwore  that  the  prifoner 
had  lodged  with  him  fix  months  laft 
winter,  and  that  by  fo  doing  he  had 
often  got  into  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Boy¬ 
dell,  where  Mifs  Boydell  frequently 
vifited. 

Mr.  Silvefier,  on  the  part  of  the 
prifoner,  called  a  Dr.  Symmonds  to 
prove  that  he  was  infane.  The  doc¬ 
tor  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  he 
was  to,  and  he  had  firfl  formed  this 
opinion  from  a  letter  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  him  in  January  laft, 
the  purport  of  which  was  a  philolo- 
phical  hypothefis,  that  the  fun  was 
not  fpecifically  a  ball  of  fire,  but 
that  his  heat  proceeded  from  the 
quality  of  the  atmofphere  that  fur- 
rounded  his  body. — Some  part  of 
this  paper  was  read,  and  fo  far  from 
betraying  fymptoms  of  infanity,  it 
had  all  the  marks  of  quick  and  cul¬ 
tivated  parts.  The  hypothefis,  how¬ 
ever  talfie,  was  ably  argued — and  as 
to  theabfurdity  of  the  doCtrine  itfelf, 
the  recorder  aptly  alked  the  doCtor, 
whether,  if  he  judged  of  his  intellects 
merely  from  a  vague  fuppofition  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  fun’s  heat,  he 
might  not  equally  declare  BufFon, 
and  many  other  philolophers,  to  be 
aiacl  • 

Mr.  O’Donnell, the  fuccelforof  Mr. 
Elliot,  laid  he  had  obierved  fymp¬ 
toms  of  infanity  in  him,  although  he 
attended  his  patients  very  regularly 
and  very  properly.  This  incon- 
filtency  drew  from  Mr.  Garrow 
iome  fharp  queftions,  which  Mr. 
O’Donnell  faid  did  not,  by  the  way 
in  which  they  were  put,  enable  him 


to  give  fo  clear  an  account  of  the 
cafe  as  he  otherwile  would  do,  if  not 
puzzled  by  the  council. 

Two  people  with  whom  he  lodged 
alfo  faid,  they  remarked  infanity  ; 
but  he  was  a  good,  quiet  lodger, 
and  they  faw  no  harm  of  him. 

The  recorder  was  beginning  to 
fum  up  the  evidence  ;  and  he  ftated, 
that  as  the  indictment  varied,  it 
was  necefiary  that  the  jury  fhould 
be  convinced  that  one  or  both  piftols 
were  loaded  with  ball — That  at  lead 
one  of  them  was  fired,  and  fired  at 
the  lady — That  it  was  done  wilful ly 
and  rnalicioufiy,  was  clear  and  mani- 
feft,  on  the  teftimony  of  three  con¬ 
curring  witneffes— -It  was  evident, 
firfl  from  the  exultation,  and  after¬ 
wards  the  difappointment  exprefled 
by  Elliot,  as  well  as  by  the  decla¬ 
rations,  that  his  intention  was  to 
take  away  the  life  of  the  lady — that 
he  had  deliberated  on  the  fad,  and 
had  coolly  prepared  the  means  j — - 
but  it  was  for  them  to  inquire,  whe¬ 
ther,  in  the  anxiety  incident  to  fo 
horn’d  a  project,  he  had  not  either 
blundered  in  the  loading,  or  had 
chofen  the  wrong  pair  ot  piftols — 
for  if  they  were  not  convinced  that 
one  or  both  of  them  was  loaded  with 
ball ?  they  muft  acquit  the  prifoner. 
Here  one  of  the  jurymen  faid, 
“  Surely,  my  lord,  nothing  can  be 
more  clear,  than  that  the  piftols  were 
not  loaded  with  ball.”  On  this  the 
recorder  faid,  if  they  were  all  of  this 
opinion,  it  was  needlefs  for  him  to 
enumerate  the  evidence  in  defence 
of  the  prifoner. 

The  jury,  after  fome  confultation. 
brought  in  a  verdict,  Guilty  of 
fhooting,  but  they  do  not  find  that 
there  was  ball.  On  this  the  recorder 
direded  them  to  acquit  the  prifoner, 
which  they  did. 
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The  recorder  laid,  this  was  no 
ground  for  exultation  to  the  prifoner. 
His  crime  in  the  eye  of  Heaven  was 
the  lame,  and  he  fhould  order  him, 
to  be  detained  to  be  tried  tor  the 
alfault ;  and  it  was  a  duty  which 
the  profecutors  owed  to  fociety  to 
bring  him  to  his  trial  in  thac 
way. 

^  Arrived  a  mail  from  Hol- 
2  ‘land,  by  which  we  have  advice, 
that  the  prince  fladtholder  tound  in 
the  holpital  of  the  town  of  Wyck, 
lately  captured  by  his  troops,  ten 
pieces  of  cannon,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  mufquets,  and  a  great  quantity 
of  gunpowder  and  military  {lores ; 
and  in  the  town-houie  three  flags, 
the  firfb  white,  adorned  with  three 
fleurs  de  Iysy  and  the  motto.  Pro  His 
Morimur :  the  fecond  green ,  with 
the  motto,  7 error  Pirannidas  ;  and 
the  third  red ,  with  a  French  motto, 
Prerogatives  &  Privileges ,  and  un¬ 
der  it  Majejlas  Populi. 

^  ^  ,  An  account  is  received  by 
23  ‘  late  advices  from  Madras,  ot 
the  following  very  extraordinary 
circumftance. 

Shaik  Soyliman,  a  private  foldier 
of  the  20th  battalion  of  the  feapoy 
corps,  ftationed  at  Chepauk,  was 
tried  at  the  Madras  quarter  feflion, 
in  O&ober  lall,  for  murdering  his 
wife :  the  faft  being  fufficiently 
proved,  the  prifoner  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  very  extraordinary  defence  : 
that  he  and  his  family  having,  from 
a  variety  of  circumflances,  been 
plunged  into  an  uniupportable  Hate 
of  diflrefs,  himfelf  and  his  wile 
thought  death  infinitely  preferable 
to  the  lingering  rack  of  exiftence ; 
that  after  debating  again  and  again 
the  melancholy  fubjedt,  it  was  re- 
folved  that  he  fhould  firft  dellroy 
their  infant  daughter,  then  his  wife, 
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and  afterwards  himfelf.  This  horrid 
plan  was  defeated,  he  laid,  by  his 
wife’s  maternal  feelings,  who  not 
being  able  to  endure  the  dreadful 
thought  of  beholding  the  (laughter 
of  her  beloved  and  only  child,  en¬ 
treated  him  to  give  her  the  firft:  fa¬ 
tal  blow  ;  that,  in  compliance  with 
her  iequefl,  he  put  an  end  to  her 
mifery,  by  plunging  a  dagger  into 
her  bofom,  and  that  whilft,  in  an 
agony  of  defpair,  he  was  preparing 
to  deftroy  his  daughter,  the  guards, 
alarmed  by  her  cries,  rufhed  in, 
and  prevented  the  executipn  of  his 
purpofe. 

The  jury,  taking  all  the  circum- 
ftances  into  their  confideration, 
brought  in  their  verdict,  “  Guilty 
without  malice” — but  the  court  re- 
prefenting  the  illegality  of  fuch  a 
verdift,  they  agreed  to  find  him 
“  Guilty,”  at  the  fame  time  ftrong- 
ly  recommending  the  unfortunate 
wretch  to  his  majefty’s  mercy.  He 
will  therefore  remain  clofely  con¬ 
fined  till  his  majefly’s  gracious  plea- 
fure  lhall  be  known. 

The  removal  of  the  minor  lord 
vifcount  Gormanftown,  from  Ire¬ 
land  to  Liege,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  accomplifhed  by  the  means  of 
his  uncle,  a  Roman  catholic,  has 
been  thought  a  meafure  of  lufficienc 
magnitude  to  call  for  the  interfe¬ 
rence  not  only  of  the  government 
o(  Ireland,  but  alio  of  the  cabinet 
of  Great  Britain.  The  marquis  of 
Caermarthen  wrote  in  his  majefty’s 
name  to  the  prince  bifhop  of  Liege, 
to  defire  that  his  highnels  would 
caufe  the  young  lord  to  be  deliver¬ 
ed  into  the  hands  of  fuch  perfons  as 
his  majefty  fihall  cotnmiflion  to  re¬ 
ceive  him.  But  his  highnefs  re¬ 
turned  tor  anfwer,  that  though  he 
was  the  lovereign  of  Liege,  he  was 
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bound  by  the  laws  and  conftitutions 
of  his  principality,  and  therefore 
could  not  take  upon  himfelf  finally 
to  determine  in  fuch  a  matter  with¬ 
out  the  advice  and  concurrence  of 
his  grand  chapter  and  his  govern¬ 
ment  ;  that  he  would,  however, 
immediately  communicate  the  af¬ 
fair,  together  with  his  majefty’s 
willies,  to  his  council,  and  without 
delay  make  the  marquis  acquaint¬ 
ed  v^ith  the  refult  of  their  delibe¬ 
rations.  Accordingly  the  affair 
was  maturely  confidered  and  de¬ 
bated  in  the  piince’s  council ;  and  it 
was  at  laft  refolved,  that  his  high- 
nefs  could  not,  confiftently  with  the 
laws  of  the  (late,  force  a  catholic 
cut  of  his  dominions,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  putting  him  into  the  hands 
of  thoie  who  would  bring  him  up  a 
proteflant. 

26th  Coders  were  yeflerday  fent 
off  from  the  admiralty  of¬ 
fice,  to  the  commiflioners  of  the 
feveral  dock-yards,  to  take  on  a 
number  of  additional  workmen  im¬ 
mediately,  to  expedite  the  woik 
now  in  hand. 

Died. — 4th,  about  two  o’clock, 
at  his  houfe  in  Powys-place,  Great 
Ormond-flreet,  fir  Richard  jebb, 
phyfician  to  his  royal  highnefs  the 
prince  of  Wales.  Sir  Richard  has  be¬ 
queathed  the  bulk  of  his  fortune  to 
a  niece  ;  and  has  left  his  brother  a 
legacy  of  2000  1.  with  an  eftate  of 
300  1.  a  year. 

At  his  houfe,  near  theBifhop’s 
Palace,  Lambeth,  at  about  a 
quarter  before  fix  in  the  evening, 
by  a  flafli  of  lightning,  Mr.  Bacon, 
clerk  to  the  Sait-office.  At  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  ftorm  he  was  drink¬ 
ing  tea  with  his  wife  ;  the  back 
windows  of  the  one  pair  of  flairs 
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to  the  foutli  having  been  open  all 
day,  he  went  up  for  the  purpofe  of 
{hutting  them  j  and  in  the  aClion  of 
lifting  up  his  right  arm  received 
the  flroke,  which  tore  his  coat 
eight  inches  in  length,  and  four  in 
breadth  ;  from  whence  it  entered  his 
right  fide,  nearly  oppofite  his  heart, 
went  through  his  body,  and  out  at 
the  left  hip,  and  down  his  left  leg 
to  his  buckle  (which  melted)  and 
tore  the  upper-leather  of  his  /hoe 
from  the  foie.  His  dog,  being  at 
that  foot,  was  alfo  flruck  dead  j  af¬ 
ter  which,  the  lightning  penetrated 
the  wainfcot  and  floor  of  the  one 
pair  of  flairs,  and  made  its  way  in¬ 
to  the  front  parlour,  north,  where 
it  tore  the  wainfcot  in  a  fingular 
manner,  and  went  off  with  an  ex- 
plofion  louder  than  any  piece  of 
ordnance.  —  Another  account  fays, 
That  he  owed  his  death  to  a  gun 
being  laid  acrofs  the  window,  placed 
there  to  prevent  thieves  from  break¬ 
ing  into  the  houfe,  which,  on  this 
occafion,  operated  as  a  conductor 
for  the  lightning ;  for  at  the  in- 
ftant  that  he  was  fhutting  the  win¬ 
dow  he  received  the  electrical  fire 
from  the  barrel  of  the  gun,  which 
he  accidentally  touched,  and  was 
immediately  flruck  dead.  The  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  flroke  was  fuch,  that 
it  tore  out  his  inteflines,  and  made 
his  body  a  mofl  fliocking  fpe&acle. 
He  was  firfl  difcovered  by  a  little 
girl  in  the  houfe,  who  was  fo  terri¬ 
fied  as  to  be  unable  to  explain  the 
caufe  of  her  alarm  to  Mrs.  Bacon, 
who  went  into  the  room  herfelf, 
and,  in  confequence  of  feeing  this 
dreadful  fight,  has  been  at  times  in 
fits  ever  fince,  and  great  doubts  are 
entertained  whether  flie  will  ever 
recover. 
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Hague ,  Aug.  2.  According  to  let¬ 
ters  from  Berlin,  the  reigning  Duke 
of  Bruniwick,  Field  Maiftial  of  the 
Pruflian  army,  has  accepted  the 
command  of  the  forces  which  are 
to  be  aflembled  at  Cleves.  The 
fame  accounts  add,  that  the  Pruflian 
huflars  were  on  their  march  to 
Cleves. 

Ex  trad  of  a  letter  from  Bre/ly 
Aug .  1  1. 

“  The  meafures  which  have  been 
lately  taken,  and  which  are,  agree¬ 
able  to  order,  carrying  on  with  the 
utmoft  dilpatch,  appear  to  indicate 
an  approaching  difluibance. 

“  All  the  regiflered  Teamen  with¬ 
in  this  admiralty  have  received  mo¬ 
nitions  to  attend  the  naval  com- 
miflioners  ;  the  dock  -  yards  have 
been  augmented  with  additional 
hands,  and  400  men  have  juft  ar¬ 
rived  in  addition  to  the  ganilon. 

“  The  Marquis  de  Poligne,  an 
experienced  officer,  and  of  the  Croix 
St.  Louis,  has  the  entire  conduct  of 
the  new  arrangement.” 

Naples ,  Aug.  15.  By  letters  from 
Sicily  we  have  had  a  relation  of  an 
extraordinary  eruption  of  Mount 
Etna,  fuch  a  one  as  has  not  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  memory  of  man  ;  a 
rumbling  noife  and  numberiefs 
fbocks  of  earthquakes  preceded  this 
eruption  ;  but  on  the  1 8th  of  laft 
month,  about  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  a  terrible  volume  of  fire 
ifliied  from  the  mountain  like  a 
whirlwind,  and  of  fuch  a  prodigious 
height,  that  it  feemed  as  if  the 
mountain  was  opened,  and  the  co¬ 
lumn  of  fire  appeared  two  thirds 
higher  than  the  iummit.  An  im- 
menfe  cloud  of  finoke  preceded  the 
flame,  the  blaze  of  which  was  fo 
great  that  people  could  fee  to  read 


at  twenty  miles  diftance  ;  — befides 
that  a  fhower  of  land,  or  calcined 
lava,  and  ftones  of  an  enormous  fize, 
were  caft  to  a  prodigious  height, 
and  fell  down  again  with  a  moft 
terrible  noife.  Sulphurous  ftones, 
lightnings,  and  horrible  noifes  fol¬ 
lowed  this  dreadful  eruption.  The 
column  of  fire  took  its  direction  to¬ 
wards  the  Ionic  Sea,  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  coaft  of  the  Morea,  but 
at  a  certain  diftance  it  flhifted  to¬ 
wards  Africa.  We  learn  that  the 
fhower  of  fand  and  ftones  fell  on  the 
city  and  fuburbs  of  Meflina  and  Ca¬ 
labria,  and  on  all  the  iflands  and 
adjacent  coafts  as  far  as  Malta. 

All  the  ice  and  fnow  on  the  tops 
of  the  mountains  was  melted,  and 
fome  perfons  wounded  by  the  ftones 
which  fell  in  the  neighbouring 
countries  ;  the  inhabitants  buffered 
from  a  fuffocating  fmell  of  fulphur 
and  bitumen,  and  from  the  extreme 
heat  of  the  air  ;  all  the  produce  of 
the  earth,  the  olives,  fruits,  and 
Indian  corn  are  burnt  ;  in  fhort, 
for  many  miles  diftance,  the  land 
refembles  the  fcorched  deferts  of 
Lybia. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Vefuvius  at 
the  fame  time  began  to  fend  forth 
flames,  and  the  lava  flows  at  pre- 
fent  along  the  valley  which  fepa- 
rates  that  mountain  from  Mount 
Somma. 

Conjlantinopley  Aug.  18.  M.  de 
Bulgakow,  envoy  from  the  court  of 
Ruflia  to  the  Sublime  Porte,  was 
this  day  fummoned  to  a  public  au¬ 
dience,  when  it  was  propofed  to 
him  to  affix  his  fignature  to  an  in- 
ftrument  for  the  reftitution  of  the 
Crimea,  and  the  annihilation  of  all 
the  conventions  fubfequent  to  the 
treaty  of  Kainardgik,  and  upon  his 
refufal  he  was  conducted  to  the  cat¬ 
tle  of  the  Seven  Towers.— To-mor- 
[0]  4  row 
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row  war  again#  RulTia  will  be  fo- 
lemnly  declared  in  ail  the  ftreets  of 
this  capital. 

When  the  emprefs  of  RulTia  fi- 
nifhed  her  laft  war  with  the  Otto¬ 
man  Porte,  the  following  was  the 
hate  and  condition  of  her  naval  force 
fit  for  fervice : 


Guns. 

Jezekil  76 

San  Pantele- 
maine  74 

Elizabeth  74 

Anna  Petrow- 
na  74 

San  Sedair  74 

Tefferdoi  70 

St.  Alefiandro  70 
Alexandre 
Neufko 
America 
Azai 

Hermolandie 
Vidtoire 


70 

66 

66 

66 

66 


Slave  Roffai  66 
Spiridone  66 
Dabide  64 

Europaine  64 
Darifi  64 

Knees  Voldi- 
mere  64 
Nebren  Alen- 
go  64 

Parnet  Jefneff  64 
San  Nicolai  62 
Vologda  54  ^ 

Befides  cutters,  pinks,  &c. 

That  RulTia  has  confiderably  in- 
creafed  her  marine  lince  that  pe¬ 
riod  is  beyond  all  contradidlion,  as 
tfle  following,  among  others,  are 
known  to  be  now  in  her  ordinaries 
at  Revel,  Cronftadt,  &c.  where  the 
men  of  war  are  ufually  laid  up. 


Gi 

Kergopolte 

Mofcouen 

Vollne 

Toufa 

Aleffandre 

Kuleden 

Simione 

Oczakow 

Jazeker 

Holmne 

Jenekuin 

Kolegah 

Maria  Anne 

Pleina 

Velifcone 

San  Andrea 

La  Patriche 

La  Volga 

La  Ruffe 

La  Donne 

Pantaine 

Giddies 

Knies  Ghent 

Ibrahim 

Bianco 

Dartoffe 


ms. 

54 

54 

42 

36 

36 

36 

36 

36 

35 

32 

32 

32 

32 

30 

28 

28 

26 

26 

26 

24 

24 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 


Guns. 
La  Catherine  90 
Holfteine  86 

Orlowe  80 


Guns. 
Cronftadt  80 

Patriarque  76 
Uladimeer  74 


Zarchoe  74 
La  Cherfon  74 
L’Adm.  Bor- 
rifow  74 
La  Due  74 
San  Pedro  74 
Unione  74 

San  Chriftian  74 
Potemkin  74 


Tigrelfille  74 
Kamfchatka  70 
Maen  64 

Knowleneer  64 
Mofcow  64 
Kruefenchte  64 
La  Zealolfe  64 
La  Sophie  64 
Denbrog  64 


San  Stephane  74 

Of  frigates,  &c.  upwards  of  thir¬ 
ty  of  different  force  have  been 
built  ;  but  as  there  is  no  real  ac¬ 
count,  it  is  impofiible  to  fpeak  with 
precifion. — RulTia  has,  however,  at 
lead  an  hundred  men  of  war  at  this 
time,  of  which  number  about  half 
are  of  the  line,  from  90  to  54 
guns. 

The  T ui  kifh  navy,  according  to 
the  lateft  accounts,  conlifted  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


Ships. 

1 

2 

4 

5 
8 


of 


4  — ( 


Guns. 

100 

92 

80 

76 

72 

66 


Ships. 

8 

7 

8 

6 


of 


Guns. 

64 

60 

58 

56 

54 


Befides  frigates,  (loops,  bombs, 
xebecks,  and  gailies. 

Out  of  thefe  are  the  two  fleets, 
one  in  the  Black  Sea,  under  the 
command  of  the  Pache  Ali  Gabriel 
Beyd  ;  and  the  other  in  the  Archi¬ 
pelago  ;  the  firft  confifts  of  fixteen 
fhips,  and  the  other  of  eleven. 

There  is  a  third  fleet  at  Conftan- 
tinople,  which  confifts  of  forty  fail, 
of  which  two  were  of  the  line. 

A  fpecial  court  of  directors  ^ 
was  held  at  the  India  houle,  lor  z 
the  purpofe  of  taking  into  confider- 
ation  the  conduQ:  of  the  captain 
and  officers  of  the  flhip  Hartwell, 
unfortunately  loft  in  her  paffage  to 
China  off  Bona  Vifta,  one  of  the 
Cape  de  Verd  iflands — and  after  aa 
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examination  into  all  the  particulars, 
which  lafted  feveral  hours,  came  to 
a  refolution  to  difmiis  the  captain 
and  chief  mate,  and  fufpend  the  fe- 
cond  mate  from  the  fervice. 

The  following  is  an  exa&  ftate  of 
the  prefent  commerce  of  Ruftia. 
The  laft  year  the  exports  amount¬ 
ed  to  —  13,360,011  Roubles 
And  the  impor¬ 
tation  to  —  1 1,7  75*577 

Bal.  in  favour 

of  Ruftia  —  1,584,434  Roubles 

TheCuftomHoufe 
duties  amount¬ 
ed  to  —  3,274,050 
Independent  of 
thefe  duties 
they  have  le¬ 
vied  on  fing¬ 
ers  &fchools  5  5  1 

Athy,  Aug.  28.  The  following 
curious  attempt  to  evade  juftice  was 
pra&ifed  a  few  days  ago.  At  the 
laft  aftizes  of  Trim,  one  Kelly,  a 
noted  robber,  was  capitally  convict¬ 
ed,  and  received  fentence  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted  on  Wednefday  the  22d  of 
Auguft  j  previous  to  being  led  out 
he  contrived  to  cut  his  blanket  in¬ 
to  ftrips  of  four  inches  broad,  join¬ 
ed  the  pieces  together  with  ftrong 
woollen  thread,  and  formed  a  dou¬ 
ble  fling,  which  palled  under  each 
ham,  and-  the  ends  fattened  at  his 
neck  with  an  iron  hook  to  receive 
the  rope  ;  thus  accoutred,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  place  of  execution, 
where  he  addrefled  the  hangman 
(who  by  the  by  is  fuppoled  to  have 
been  bribed)  told  him  he  forgave 
him,  but  requefted  he  would  draw 
him  up  clofe  to  the  pully,  and  when 
dead  let  him  down  gently,  the  un¬ 
fortunate  wretch,  too  confident  of 
fuccefs,  was  fhortly  after  launched 


from  the  table,  but  not  having  al¬ 
lowed  for  the  extenfion  ol  the 
blanket  by  his  own  weight,  after 
hanging  about  eight  minutes,  with¬ 
out  appearance  of  life,  the  hook 
fattened  in  his  windpipe,  and  gave 
him  luch  exquifite  pain,  that  he 
fudderly  railed  inis  arms,  feized  the 
rope,  and  ftruggled  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time  till  he  expired.  After 
being  cut  down  the  whole  apparatus 
was  difcovered,  to  the  aftonifhinent 
of  the  fheriff  and  a  number  of  gen¬ 
tlemen  prelent. 

The  light  honourable  lord  Dun- 
boyne  read  his  recantation  from  the 
errors  of  the  church  of  Rome,  in 
the  parifli  church  of  Clonmel,  on 
the  2 2d  of  Auguft  laft.  Lord 
Earlsfort,  chief  juftice  of  the  King’s 
Bench,  with  feveral  others  of  the 
nobility,  and  a  very  numerous  con¬ 
gregation,  were  prefent  at  the  fo- 
lemnity.  His  lordfhip,  who  was 
titular  biftiop  of  Corke,  had  very 
lately  entered  into  the  holy  ftate  of 
matrimony,  and  was,  confequently, 
fufpended  from  his  ecclefiaftical  dig¬ 
nity. 

The  directors  of  the  India 
company  have  prefented  the 
lociety  for  promoting  Chriftian 
knowledge  with  one  hundred  reams 
of  fuperfine  paper,  for  the  purpofe 
of  enabling  the  fociety  to  complete 
a  verfion  of  the  Bible  in  the  Mala¬ 
bar  language,  tor  the  ufe  of  the  na¬ 
tives  of  India. 

A  full  board  of  admiralty  ^ 
was  held,  when  feveral  officeis  3  1  * 
who  applied  for  leave  of  abfence 
for  fix  months  were  refufed,  and  in¬ 
formed,  that  if  they  attempted  to 
quit  England,  without  obtaining 
leave,  they  would  be  ftruck  oft  the 
lift,  and  not  allowed  to  ferve  any 
longer. 

Same  day  orders  were  fent  down 
to  Portfmonth  and  Plymouth,  lor 

the 
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ihe  houfes  of  rendezvous  there  to 
give  bounties  to  fuch  feamen  as 
ihall  enter  into  his  majefty’s  fer- 
vice,  and  to  fend  up  information  to 
the  admiralty  twice  a  week,  of  the 
number  entered. 

Died. — Letters  from  Spain,  of  the 
6thand  8th  ot  July, mention  the  death 
ot  Marcus  Bagot,  Efq.  lieutenant- 
general  in  the  armies  of  his  catho¬ 
lic  majetly,  at  the  caftle  of  Sara- 
goffa,  in  Arragon,  of  which  city 
and  province  he  was  governor.  His 
excellency  was  a  native  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Kildare,  and  is  faid  to  have 
been  immenfely  rich.  He  was  the 
oldeft  officer  in  Spain,  being  93, 
wanting  a  few  days,  at  his  de- 
ceafe.S *  7 


S  E  P  T  E  M  B  E  R. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Berlin , 
Sept.  1 . 

“  A  terrible  fire  has  reduced  to 
afhes  the  city  of  Ruppin,  fituated 
in  the  March  of  Brandebuvg,  about 
eight  or  nine  leagues  from  Berlin  ; 
there  are  not  above  240  houfes 
Handing  j  more  than  600  have  been 
burnt,  at  well  as  three  churches, 
the  town-houfe,  and  the  building 
belonging  to  the  prince  Ferdinand 
of  Pruffia  ;  the  royal  magazine, 
where  there  was  a  quantity  of 
cloathing  ready  to  be  delivered  to 
the  troops,  See,  The  fire  lafted 
twelve  hours.  They  eftimate  the 
lofs  at  many  millions  ;  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  are  reduced  to  the  laft 
mifery.  The  queen  and  prince 
Henry  of  Pruffia  went  there  to  com¬ 
fort  the  unhappy  people  ; — M.  de 
'Maufchwitz,  minifter  of  Hate,  alfo 
went  there  by  order  of  government. 
Collections  are  making  here  for  the 
tulfcrers,  and  the  contributions  have 


been  very  liberal.  General  Mof- 
lendorf  has  applied  to  all  the  mili¬ 
tary  in  garrifon  for  their  dona¬ 
tions.” 

A  meeting  of  the  Weft  India  4 
captains  was  held,  when  they  * 
came  to  a  refolution  not  to  take 
any  failors  on  board  their  fhips  that 
could  not  bring  with  them  certifi¬ 
cates  of  their  good  behaviour  from 
the  captains  they  have  laft  ferved, 
and  likewife  from  the  owners,  or 
hulbands  of  the  fhips  they  have 
ferved  on  board  the  laft  voyage. 

Leeds ,  Sept.  4.  The  captain  of 
the  Swedilh  fhip  feized  at  Hull  a 
few  days  ago,  for  having  a  quantity 
of  wool  on  board,  has  now  made  an 
open  confeffion,  and  impeached  fe~ 
veral  people  in  that  neighbourhood, 
who  it  feems  have  carried  on  a  large 
trade  in  this  iniquitous  practice  for 
fome  time  paft.— -The  mate  of  the 
Hup  has  declared  upon  oath,  that  he 
believes  every  Swede  or  Danifh 
veftel  that  comes  into  the  port  of 
Hull  fmuggles  woo!  abroad  every 
voyage,  both  captain  and  crew  be¬ 
ing  concerned  in  this  bufinefs  ;  and 
although  the  quantity  in  each  fbip 
is  but  trifling,  yet  when  it  is  con- 
fidered,  that  there  are  twenty  or 
thirty  fhips  of  thofe  two  nations 
which  make  three  or  four  voyages 
to  Hull  annually,  the  wool  fmug- 
gled  even  from  the  above  port  be¬ 
comes  confiderable.  — -»  T  wo  other 
fhips  were  alfo  feized  on  Saturday 
laft  at  Hull,  with  wool. 

Ex  trad  of  a  letter  from  Glafgo'iv , 
Sept  4. 

M  Jt  is  with  very  great  concern  I 
fit  down  to  give  you  an  account  of 
a  defperate  affray,  which  happened 
here  this  forenoon.  For  fome  time 
paft,  the  operative  weavers  have 
been  in  a  very  bad  humour  refpecling 
the  redu&ion  of  their  wages  upon 
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fome  kinds  of  work.  T  his  forenoon 
a  number  of  them  affembled  anil 
cut  leveral  webs  out  of  the  looms 
of  thole  perlons  who  had  agieed  to 
work  at  the  reduced  prices.  The 
magiHrates  met  and  lent  the  town 
officers  to  feize  the  perpetrators, 
but  finding  themfelves  too  weak, 
they  returned.  The  magiHrates  then 
went  atony;  with  them,  and  came 
up  with  the  operative  weavers  (who 
bad  feveral  of  the  webs  they  had 
cut  out  in  their  hands)  about  the 
eaH  end  of  the  Gallowgate.  The 
magiHrates  remonftrated  with  the 
weavers,  who,  in  place  of  liflen- 
ing  to  their  arguments,  pelted  them 
with  vollies  of  Hones,  and  one  of 
them  ftruck  the  lord  provoH  a  vio¬ 
lent  blow  on  the  arm  ;  fome  others 
were  wounded  with  Hones.  It  was 
then  necefiary  to  cal*  for  the  aid  of 
the  military,  who  conduced  the 
magiHrates  back  to  the  council- 
chamber,  where  they  deliberated 
upon  what  was  to  be  done.  The 
military  were  ordered  to  draw  up 
at  the  Crofs  with  lcrewed  bayonets, 
and  their  mulkets  loaded  with  ball. 
The  magiHrates  then  came  out,  and 
caufed  the  Riot  A£t  to  be  read  to 
an  immenfe  multitude,  who  were 
now  aflembled,  and  gave  lui table 
advice  to  the  populace,  warning 
them  of  their  danger,  and  defiring 
them  to  difpeife,  but  in  vain.  The 
foldiers  then  were  ordered  to  the 
Gallowgate,  where  the  principal 
body  of  the  weavers  were.  On  ap¬ 
proaching  them,  the  military  en¬ 
deavoured  to  line  the  Hreet  and 
lanes,  when  a  fcuffle  enfued,  upon 
which  they  fired,  and  killed  -four 
or  five  perfons,  and  wounded  feve¬ 
ral.  After  this  a  number  were  taken 
prifoners  and  lodged  in  gaol.  The 
military  Hill  remain  under  arms, 
and  exprefles  have  been  fent  to  Lin¬ 


lithgow  and  Hamilton  for  a  rein¬ 
forcement  of  troops. 

“  This  morning  early,  an  ex- 
prefs  arrived  at  Edinburgh,  for  fome 
dragons  to  be  fent,  and  orders  are 
dilpatched  by  his  excellency  general 
Mackay,  for  detachments  o\  thofe 
Hauoned  at  Irvine,  Ayr,  Beith,  and 
other  places,  to  repair  immediately 
to  Glalgow.” 

Ex  trad  of  a  letter  from  Glajgonv } 
Sept.  6 

“  I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint 
you,  that  all  is  now  quiet,  and  good 
order  reHored.  Six  perfons,  who 
were  active  in  the  late  diHurbances, 
and  a  petty  writer  who  afted  as 
their  fecretary,  are  committed  to 
gaol.  The  eight  perfons  who  were 
killed,  and  died  of  their  wounds, 
were  buried  to-day,  and  not  the 
ImalleH  diHurbance  ;  every  thing 
refpe&ing  the  interment  was  carried 
on  with  the  greateH  decency.  Se¬ 
veral  reinforcements  of  troops  are 
arrived  from  different  quarters,  and 
the  town  is  at  prefent  full  of  fol¬ 
diers. ” 

Among  accidents  of  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  nature,  the  following  may  be 
recorded,  and  it  is  vouched  for  as 
truth  A  man  who  refided  at  Chi- 
chefter,  having  gone  upon  the  rocks 
in  fearch  of  iTiell-filh,  perceived  a 
large  lobfter  in  a  chafm,  and  rafhly 
thruft  in  his  hand  to  pull  it  out. 
The  lobffer  feized  on  his  thumb, 
and  the  man,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  ac¬ 
tuated  by  the  impulfe  of  pain,  thiuft 
his  arm  forward  to  difeugage  his 
thumb,  but  was  unable  afterwards 
to  draw  it  back,  and  the  tide  flow¬ 
ing,  he  was  drowned.  He  was 
found  in  the  fituation  defcribed,  his 
thumb  dreadfully  cut,  and  the  bone 
broken. 

One  Thomas  Stone  under-  gf, 
whnt  a  long  examination  be- 
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fore  feveral  of  the  faculty  and  fome 
juftices  of  the  peace  ;  when  evident 
marks  of  infanity  having  appeared 
in  many  parts  of  his  late  conduft, 
he  was  ordered  to  be  confined  till 
farther  orders  in  Bedlam  holpital. 

Some  days  before  this  her  majef- 
ty  received  a  very  extraordinary  let¬ 
ter  from  Stone,  mentioning  a  very 
warm  paffion  which  he  had  con¬ 
ceived  for  her  elded  daughter  ;  and 
hoping,  if  their  majefties  approved 
of  the  idea  of  his  marrying  her,  he 
and  the  princefs  royal  would  be  a 
very  happy  couple  !  After  this,  the 
man  appeared  at  St.  James's,  and 
begged  leave  to  be  introduced  in 
form,  as,  from  not  having  had  an 
anfwer,  he  conceived  his  propofal 
was  acceded  to.  Silence  pave  con- 
lent.  This  however,  was  not  much 
attended  to  by  the  people  to  whom 
he  fpoke.  On  his  going  afterwards 
to  Kew,  he  was  feized,  and  confined 
till  he  could  be  taken  to  the  public 
ofHce  in  Bow-Street  to  be  examined, 
where  he  confelfed  to  have  con¬ 
ceived  an  attachment  for  her  royal 
highnefs  ;  alfo  that  fhe  had  con¬ 
ceived  the  fame  for  him.  A  great 
many  papers  on  the  fubjedt  of  love 
were  found  upon  him,  addrefled  to 
her  Serene  Highnefs  the  Princefs 
Royal. 

Stone  is  a  heavy  looking  man, 
about  3  3  years  of  age  :  he  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Shaftefbury,  and  his  father 
is  a  floor-cloth  painter.— -He  was 
brought  up  an  attorney,  and  has  an 
uncle  of  the  name  of  Sutton  living 
in  Iflington.  He  wrote  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Oeiaval,  of  Pall-mall,  faying  he 
pro  po  fed  a  plan  for  paying  off  the 
national  debt. 

His  converfation  is  truly  that  of  a 
lunatic.  He  fays,  his  heart  was 
dole  from  him  three  years  ago,  and 
till  lad  March  he  did  not  know  who 


was  the  robber,  till  being  at  the 
play,  he  faw  the  princefs  royal  look 
up  at  the  two  Shilling  gallery. 

The  following  are  the  lines  which 
at  the  time  of  the  above  examination 
were  fubmitted  to  the  critical  exa¬ 
mination  of  Dr.  Munro,  and  which 
Stone  acknowledged  to  be  his  pro* 
dudtion  : 

To  her  Highnefs  the  Princess 
Royal. 

Thrice  glad  were  I  to  be  your  wil¬ 
ling  flave, 

But  not  the  captive  of  the  tool  or 
knave  ; 

With  woe  on  woe  you  melt  my  figh- 
ing  bread, 

Whild  you  rejedl your  humble  would- 
be  gueft. 

Augud  22.  T.  S. 

Utrecht ,  Sept.  21.  On  the  17th. 
inftant,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  the 
Prullian  troops  fummoned  the  city 
of  Naarden  to  furrender  ;  but  M. 
de  Matha,  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
million  of  defence,  refufed  to  capi¬ 
tulate  on  any  terms. 

This  night's  Gazette  con-  ^ 
tains  a  proclamation  for  en¬ 
couraging  feamen  and  landmen  to 
enter  themfelves  on  board  his  ma- 
jedy’s  fihips  of  war  ;  and  promifing 
that  all  iuch  able  feamen,  not  above 
the  age  of  fifty,  nor  under  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  who  fhall,  on  or 
before  the  thirty-fird  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber  next,  voluntarily  enter,  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  the  fum  of  three  pounds  each 
man  ;  all  ordinary  feamen,  two 
pounds  each  man  $  and  all  able- 
bodied  landmen,  twenty  {hillings 
each  man. 

The  prince  of 
made  his  public  ei 
the  Hague  on  Tliurfday  the  20th, 
in  the  afternoon.  His  carriage  was 
d,rawn  in  by  the  populace  5  and  he 
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was  congratulated  by  all  the  public 
bodies. 

Hague ,  Sept.  18.  On  Thurfday 
laft,  the  PrulTian  army,  under  the 
command  of  his  ferene  highnefs  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick,  palled  the  river 
at  Nimeguen,  and  advanced  from 
thence  in  three  columns.  On  their 
approach  the  Rhingrave  of  Salm 
evacuated  Utrecht,  after  having  nail¬ 
ed  up  140  pieces  of  cannon,  which 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  behind  him 
and  deftroyed,  as  far  as  he  was  able, 
the  powder  and  other  (tores,  retir¬ 
ing  with  what  he  could  collect  of 
the  garrifon,  in  great  diforder,  to¬ 
wards  Amfterdam  and  Naerden.  On 
Sunday  the  Prince  of  Orange’s 
troops  entered  the  towns  of  Utrecht, 
Montfort,  and  the  Vaart ;  and  no 
oppofition  was  made  in  any  part  of 
the  province. 

Intelligence  was  received  at  the 
Hague  of  Gorcum,  Dort,  Schoon- 
hoven,  and  feveral  other  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  towns  of  South  Holland,  hav¬ 
ing  furrendered  without  bloodflied, 
to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  The 
(fates  of  Holland  iffued  orders  for 
breaking  and  difarming  the  free 
corps ;  and  late  this  evening  they 
palled  a  refolution  for  reftoring  his 
ferene  highnefs  the  ftadtholder  to 
all  his  rights  and  honours,  with  the 
command  of  this  garrifon  :  and  a 
deputation  is  appointed  to  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick,  and  a  letter  fent  off 
to  invite  the  prince  of  Orange  to 
return  to  his  refidence  here. 

Hague ,  Sept.  25.  The  ftates  of 
Holland  having  agreed  on  Saturday 
laft  to  write  a  letter  to  her  royal 
highnefs  the  princefs  of  Orange,  in¬ 
viting  her  to  return  to  the  Hague, 
and  exprefting  their  earned  defire  to 
grant  her  royal  highnefs  fatisfadfion 
for  the  infult  offered  her  near  Schoon- 
hoven,  in  the  manner  demanded  by 


his  Pruflian  majefty  ;  her  royal  high¬ 
nefs  accordingly  arrived  here  from 
Utrecht  yefterday,  about  three 
o’clock,  and  was  received  with  the 
moft  joyful  acclamations  of  all  ranks 
of  people.  The  deputations  of  the 
feveral  dates,  and  of  the  principal 
department,  waited  on  her  royal 
highnefs  immediately  after  her  ar¬ 
rival,  and  every  poffible  mark  of  ho¬ 
nour  and  diftindtion  were  fliewn  her. 

To-day  her  royal  highnefs  recciy- 
ed  the  compliments  of  the  foreign 
miniders,  the  deputies  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  towns,  &c.  This  evening 
fire  had  a  drawing-room,  and  at 
night  the  Hague  was  entirely  illu¬ 
minated. 

The  duke  of  Brunfwick  removed 
his  head  quarters  on  Saturday  from 
Gouda  to  Alphen  ;  and  yefterday 
his  advanced  pods  moved  forward 
as  far  as  Amderwen  and  Oudekerke, 
within  four  miles  of  Amfterdam. 
General  Gaudi  with  his  divifion  has 
attacked  and  taken  Nieuwenfluys, 
with  800  prifoners,  10  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  60  officers. 

The  ftadtholder  was  certainly  re- 
inftated  fully  in  all  his  rights  on, 
Thurfday  afternoon,  the  20th,  at  the 
Hague;  for  in  two  hours  he  was  re¬ 
in  veiled  in  complete  power,  and  all 
the  foreign  minifters,  except  the 
French,  Span iili,  and  American, 
paid  their  compliments  to  him  on 
the  event — Three  of  the  principal 
adherents  of  France,  and  who  had 
been  moft  adlive  in  oppofing  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  ftadtholder,  had  avoid¬ 
ed  the  indignation  of  the  Orange 
party  by  making  their  efcape.  It 
was  feared  that  the  ftaat holder’s 
party,  in  the  ebullition  of  their 
joy,  would  proceed  to  outrages  a- 
gainft  their  opponents,  whole  vio¬ 
lence  and  acrimony  had,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  prince,  led  them  to  in- 
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(bits  of  the  groffeft  kind.  Great 
pains,  however,  were  taken  to  re¬ 
press  the  indignation  of  the  people 
and  the  conduct  of  the  Prtiflian  army 
was  exemplary.-— No  tumult  had 
happened  when  the  exprefs  came 
away. 

Ex  trad  of  a  letter  from  Canterbury , 
Sept.  28. 

<s  Powell,  the  great  walker,  fet 
off  at  tour  o’clock  yefterday,  and 
arrived  at  London-bridge  ten  mi¬ 
nutes  before  three  o’clock.  He  was 
at  Hartford,  on  his  return,  at  feven 
o’clock ;  at  Rochefter,  at  ten  o’clock  ; 
and  he  came  running  into  Canter¬ 
bury  (am  id  ft  thoufands  of  fpecfta- 
tors)  at  fix  minutes  and  half  be¬ 
fore  four  o’clock,  and  appeared  to 
have  done  his  bell: — fo  that  at  53 
years  old  he  has  travelled  on  foot 
1 1 2  miles  in  23  hours  53  minutes 
and  a  half.” 

Died. — On  the  14th,  on  his  paf- 
fage  from  Jamaica,  on  board  the 
Amity,  Captain  Nixon,  the  Hon. 
John  Jackfon,  Efq  ;  advocate-gene¬ 
ral,  and  one  of  his  majefty’s  privy 
council  in  the  Raid  ifland. 


OCTOBER. 

Amfierdam ,  08.  4.  At  four  o’¬ 
clock  in  the  morning  of  the  iftof 
this  month,  the  duke  of  Brunfwick 
attacked  this  city,  and  a  vigorous 
con  tell  was  maintained  til!  about 
fix. — The  pofts  of  Muyden,  Die- 
mardam,  Duivendrecht,  Ouderkerk, 
send  that  of  the  dyke  of  Haaerlam, 
were  affuihed  at  the  fame  time. — 
Tiie  enemy  was  repulfed  from  the 
four  fird-mentioned  pofts  with  very 
meat  lofs.  The  poft  of  Ouderkerk 
Ui darned  three  different  attacks  in 
the  (pace  of  three  hours.  Unable 
to  withiUnd  the  fire  from  this  place, 


the  enemy  abandoned  their  enter- 
prize,  which  coft  them  dear.  The 
poft  of  the  dyke  of  Haaerlam  being 
attacked  in  two  places,  and  by  a 
fuperior  force,  was  abandoned  al- 
moft  without  refiftance,  and  the  aux¬ 
iliaries  who  defended  the  place  re¬ 
tired  without  lofs.  The  poft  of  Am- 
ftelveen  was  carried  by  the  Pruffians 
in  the  afternoon  ;  and  it  is  laid  that 
it  might  have  been  better  defended. 
The  lofs  of  this  poft  occafioned  Ou¬ 
derkerk  to  be  evacuated,  for  by  the 
above  event  it  would  have  been  fi- 
tuated  between  two  fires,  and  could 
not  poflibly  have  been  defended. 
An  armiftice  for  an  urjimited  time 
enfued  ;  and  each  party  is  to  give 
twelve  hours  notice  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilities.  We  do 
not  expedt  that  the  contention  will 
be  renewed,  as  frefti  negotiations 
are  begun.  The  number  of  killed 
and  wounded  is  not  known. 

Authentic  extrad  of  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  in  Dominica,  to  his  cor- 
refpondent  in  London,  dated  Sep¬ 
tember  1 ,  1787. 

“  The  ifland  is  at  prefent  in  a 
deplorable  fituation,  from  three  gales 
of  wind  that  have  happened  here  in 
the  laft  month,  which  have  laid  de¬ 
folate  the  whole  ifland. — The  firft 
was  on  the  3d,  of  fihort  duration, 
and  did  little  damage  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  caft  on  fliore  an  African 
fhip,  and  feveral  (loops  and  fchoon- 
ers,  which  were  totally  loft.  The 
fecond  gale  or  hurricane  began  at 
ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the 
23d,  and  continued  with  unabating 
lury  till  eight  in  the  evening  ;  the 
wind  drifting  from  the  north  to  the 
fouth,  which  caft  on  the  fliore  an¬ 
other  Guinea  fhip  that  was  confign- 
ed  to  this  ifland,  three  brigs,  and 
all  the  drouging  veffels  belonging 
to  the  ifland  ;  and  the  damage  done 
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to  the  country  is  much  more  than  1 
can  inform  you  of.  The  windward 
part  of  the  ifland  has  fuffered  moft, 
the  fugar  works  and  canes  being  to¬ 
tally  deftroyed;  and  to  complete 
the  ruin  of  this  ifland,  it  was  at¬ 
tacked  a  third  time,  on  the  29th, 
at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  much 
feverer  in  this  quarter  than  the  for¬ 
mer,  deftroying  and  carrying  away 
every  thing  before  it  (the  like  I 
have  never  feen  in  the  Weft  Indies). 
A  third  African  (hip  configned  here, 
loaded  from  hence,  and  ready  to 
fail  with  a  cargo  worth  eight  or  ten 
thouland  pounds,  two  brigs  alio, 
loaded  with  rum,  &c.  &c.  totally 
loft;  Mr.  G —  ’s  brig,  and  the 
Cork  brig,  difmafted.  All  the  bar¬ 
racks  and  buildings  on  Morne  Bruce 
entirely  blown  down  and  deftroyed. 
Many  houfes  in  town  fhared  the 
fame  fate,  and  few  have  efcaped 
without  very  great  damage ;  the  pro- 
vifions  totally  deftroyed,  and  the 
country  apparently  ruined.” 

The  following  is  an  exaCt  copy 
of  an  American  paragraph  in  a  Bol¬ 
ton  news-paper. 

“  At  the  fupreme  judicial  court 
held  at  Worcefter,  Ichabed  Hayward 
and  Patience  Twitchell  were  con¬ 
victed  of  the  crime  of  adultery,  and 
received  fentence  as  follows: — Hay¬ 
ward  to  fit  one  hour  on  the  gallows 
with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  one  end 
thereof  call:  over  the  gallows,  to  be 
publicly  whipped  on  the  naked  back 
thirty  firipes,  and  fuflfer  three  months 
imprifonment.  Patience  Twitchell 
to  lit  one  hour  on  the  gallows,  with 
a  rope  about  her  neck  all'o,  one  end 
thereof  caft  over  the  gallows,  and 
to  be  publicly  whipped  twenty  ftripes 
on  her  bare  back.” 

This  fentence  was  literally  exe¬ 
cuted  in  the  prefence  of  a  gentle¬ 


[223 

man  juft  arrived  from  America; 
and  as  it  happened  to  be  the  firft 
circumftance  of  the  kind,  an  innu¬ 
merable  quantity  ot  people  were  af~ 
fembled.  The  culprits  were  both 
young  and  handfome,  and  by  no 
means  in  low  fituations  of  life. 

Paris ,  Oa.  23  A  Turk,  from 
Algiers  or  Tripoli,  who  was  going 
from  Paris  to  Auxerre  (40  leagues 
lrom  the  capital)  in  the  coche  cPeau 
(a  barge  where  palfengers  pay 
7s.  6d.  and  are  four  days  in  going) 
being  provoked  by  leveral  jocular 
remarks  on  his  drefs,  fome  fcuiri- 
lous  reflections  on  his  religion,  and, 
as  they  fay,  by  having  his  whifkers 
cut  off  and  burnt  while  he  was 
afleep,  committed  great  outrages 
the  beginning  of  laft  week,  which 
ended  very  fatally.  He  ftabbed  fu- 
rioufly  with  a  dagger  four  or  five  of 
thole  that  were  neareft  to  him,  who 
died  inftantly  of  their  wounds.  He 
feized  then  a  hatchet,  which  had 
been  brought  with  an  intention  to 
knock  him  down,  and  cut  and  maim¬ 
ed  the  arms  and  faces  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  more.  The  guards  being 
called  on  board,  fired  a  piftol  at 
him,  loaded  with  cafe-fhot,  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  him  let  go  the  fatal 
hatchet,  but  the  fliot  hit  him  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  under  jaw,  which, 
added  to  his  mad  efforts  and  furious 
blows,  forcibly  diftributed  to  the 
barge-planks  and  the  empty  air 
occafioned  his  falling  quite  exhauft- 
ed  to  the  ground.  He  was  imme¬ 
diately  fecured  and  conveyed  to  the 
hofpital  at  Sens.  Thus,  five  per- 
fons  owe  their  untimely  end,  and 
others  are  in  danger  of  their  lives, 
to  the  tolly  of  fome  unguarded  ex- 
preflions,  wanton  jefts,  or  inhofpi- 
table  intuits  on  a  peaceful  ftranger. 
becaufe  he  happened  to  wear  an 
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African  or  Oriental  drels,  a  long 
beard,  and  to  deny  the  Pope’s  in¬ 
fallibility . 

Moil;  of  the  imperial  troops  un¬ 
der-mentioned  are  already  on  their 
march  towards  the  frontiers  of  Tur¬ 
key  ;  and  which,  with  thofe  (under 
marching  orders  for  the  fame  defo¬ 
liation,  amount  to 
94  battalions  of  infantry, 

of  1400  men  each  -  135,306 
3  battalions  of  artillery, 

1000  each  -  3,000 

63  divifions  of  cavalry, 

400  each  -  25,200 

In  the  whole  163,560 
To  command  which  the  following 
general  officers  are  appointed  ;  viz. 
one  chief  general,  one  quarter  maf- 
ter  general,  two  generals  of  cavalry 
three  generals  of  artillery,  14  lieu¬ 
tenant  generals,  and  27  major  ge¬ 
nerals. 

,  A  court  martial  has  been 
fitting  fome  time  at  the 
Horfe-guards,  on  the  trial  of  major 
John  Browne,  of  the  67th  regi¬ 
ment,  upon  a  complaint  exhibited 
by  the  members  of  a  court-martial 
at.  Antigua,  of  difrefpecl  to  them, 
and  on  a  charge  of  cruelty  to  Tho¬ 
mas  Edwards,  a  private  foldier. 
And  yefterday  the  court-martial 
delivered  their  fentence,  that  the 
major  was  fo  far  guilty  of  the  d i f - 
refpett  laid  to  his  charge,  in  that 
he  had  difclaimed  the  authority  of 
the  Antigua  court-martial  to  put 
him  in  a  nr  eft,  refuled  to  pay  obe¬ 
dience  to  them  as  a  court,  and  fub- 
mitted  to  the  arreft  on  the  foie 
ground  of  the  preftdent  being  an 
officer  of  fuperior  rank  to  him.  But 
’or  this  contempt  it  was  judged,  that 
the  very  long  period  of  the  major’s 
aireft  was  a  iuffioient  punifhment. — 


With  refpeft  to  the  private  foldier, 
he  was  found  guilty,  not  of  cruelty , 
but  of  opprejftoti,  and  was  fentenced 
to  be  fulpended  from  pay  and  duty 
309  days,  the  time  during  which 
he  had  confined  the  faid  foldier 
without  trial ;  and  he  was  alfo  fen¬ 
tenced  to  pay  the  foldier  40I. 

The  court  alfo  declared,  that  all 
courts-martial  are  entitled  to  obe¬ 
dience,  how  low  foever  the  rank  of 
the  members  that  compofe  it;  and 
that  an  attempt  to  depreciate  the 
military  chara6ter  of  a  commanding 
officer,  when  not  in  the  exercife  of 
his  command,  was  not  an  injury  of 
a  mere  private  nature,  but  with¬ 
in  the  cognizance  of  a  court-mar¬ 
tial. 


NOVEMBER. 

At  the  court  of  dire&ors  ^ 
for  the  Eaft  India  company, 
held  on  the  7th,  a  letter  was  read 
from  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  acquainting 
the  court  that  his  majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  accept  of  his  refignation 
of  the  office  of  chief  juftice  of  the 
fupreme  court  of  judicature  in  Ben^ 
gal.  The  falary  annexed  to  the  of¬ 
fice,  which  is  in  the  gift  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  is  eight  thoufand  pounds  a 
year. 

At  about  fix  o’clock  on  ^ 
Saturday  the  10th,  a  cruei 
murder  was  committed  by  Timothy 
Hardy,  fellmonger,  ot  Newton  Fiot- 
man,  near  Norwich,  on  the  body 
of  Mr.  John  Aggus,  his  brother-in- 
law,  who  kept  the  Lamb  inn  in  the 
Hay  market,  at  which  houfe  the  bar¬ 
barous  deed  was  perpetrated.-— Har¬ 
dy,  a  iliort  time  before  he  put  his 
inhuman  purpole  in  execution,  was 
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with  Aggus’s  wife,  who  reproached 
him  with  his  prodigality  and  diflo- 
lute  courfe  of  life,  at  which  he  did 
not  feein  to  be  much  clifcompofed, 
but  turning  about,  he,  with  much 
teeming  fiiendfhip,  offered  his  hand 
to  Aggus,  and  obferved  that  “  he 
did  not  wifh  to  be  at  variance  with 
him,  although  he  dilagreed  with  his 
wife,”  and  in  the  very  a<5t  of  Hulk¬ 
ing  hands,  he  drew  a  knife  and  rip¬ 
ped  up  his  belly  about  three  inches 
on  the  left  fide  above  the  navel,  fo 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  bowels 
came  out,  one  of  which  was  di¬ 
vided  near  two  inches ;  feveral  per- 
fons  were  in  the  kitchen  at  the  time, 
who,  upon  the  coroner’s  inqueft, 
gave  evidence,  that  immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  flaocking  tranfa&ion  Hardy 
faid,  “  I  have  done  for  you  ;  and 
was  my  brother,  John  Hardy,  of 
Lynn,  here,  I  would  ferve  him  the 
fame  ;  and  now  I’fl  ftab  myfelf,  for 
I  know  I  muft  die  for  it  ” — He  did 
make  a  feeble  attempt  for  that  pur- 
pole  on  his  own  body,  but  the  wound 
was  fuperficial.  MefTrs.  Donne, 
Norgate,  and  Rigby,  were  fent  for 
to  the  deceafed,  who  Hitched  up 
the  wounds,  and  adminiftered  every 
means  of  relief,  notwithftanding 
which  he  languifhed  until  nine 
o’clock  on  Sunday  evening,  and 
then  expired.  Hardy  was  imme¬ 
diately  taken  into  cuftody,  and  up¬ 
on  the  jury  bringing  in  their  verdict 
“  wiifuJ  murder,”  was  committed  and 
properly  fecured  to  prevent  his  com¬ 
mitting  an  act  of  violence  upon  him- 
felf,  to  elude  the  hand  ofjuftice.— -It  is 
not  known  what  gave  occafion  to  fuch 
unnatural  conduct  in  Hardy  towards 
his  brother,  who  had  always  behaved 
to  him  with  the  greateft  kindnefs. 

Bois  le  Due,  Nov.  13.  Language 
can  give  but  a  feeble  idea  of  the 
ravages  and  diforders  that  have  pre- 
'  Vol.  XXIX. 
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vailed  here  from  Thurfday  the  1  5th 
to  the  following  Saturday.  Drums 
were  beating  inceffantly  to  arms, 
and  guns  firing,  with  the  moft 
lamentable  cries,  and  tumultuous 
fhouts,  which  greatly  terrified  the 
burghers.  Vaft  numbers  of  the  lol- 
diery  ran  in  the  uimoit  difoider 
through  the  ftreets  with  their  bare 
fabres,  intent  on  plunder.  In  fatt, 
the  beft  houfes  in  the  town  were 
facked,  not  excepting  even  thole  of 
the  magiftrates,  and  all  fuffered  in 
a  fmaller  or  greater  degree.  The 
houles  of  the  ftadtholderians  were 
not  exempted  from  ravage  ;  the  only 
didindlion  made  between  them  and 
the  patriots  was,  that  the  perfons  of 
the  latter  were  violated,  while  the 
property  only  of  the  others  was  in 
danger.  This  ungovernable  tumult 
continued  till  fome  cavalry  were  dif- 
patched  by  the  ftadtholder,  with  or¬ 
ders  to  reprefs  all  diforder.-— They 
arrived  about  noon  on  Saturday, 
and  were  obliged  to  fire  on  the  ri¬ 
oters,  and  killed  fame  of  them  be¬ 
fore  they  could  reflore  tranquillity 
to  the  diflrefled  inhabitants.  On 
the  following  day  we  were  bufily 
employed  in  loading  carts  with 
goods  that  had  been  carried  out  cf 
the  houfes  of  their  ref pedive  own¬ 
ers,  and  put  in  hiding-places  till 
they  could  be  conveniently  carried 
away,  in  the  gardens,  the  hedges, 
and  the  walls,  money  and  jewels 
were  found,  which  have  been  re- 
ftored  to  their  feveral  proprietors, 
whenever  they  could  be  alcertained. 
But  a  confiderable  part,  and  that 
the  mofi  valuable  of  the  property 
had  been  carried  off  by  the  rioters. 

Her  royal  highnefs  the  princefs 
of  Orange,  having  written  a  letter 
to  the  reigning  duke  of  Brunfwick, 
requefting  that  4000  Piufiiari  troops 
might  remain  during  the  winter  in 
[  P\  Holland 
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Holland — his  ferene  highnefs  has 
thought  fit  to  comply  therewith. 
The  duke  has  alfo,  in  compliance 
with  the  princefs’s  wiflnes,  promifed 
to  recommend  the  unfortunate  Dutch 
prifoners  confined  at  Wezel,  to  the 
clemency  of  his  Pruffian  majefty. 

The  prince  ftadtholder  has  pub- 
] iflieci  an  a mnefty  and  general  par¬ 
don  to  all  thole  who  took  up  arms 
a  gain  ft  him,  or  who  figned  addrefles 
nr  declarations  inimical  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  and  intereft  of  his  ferene  high¬ 
nefs. 

The  king  of  Spain  has  ordered, 
that  a  calculation  fliould  be  taken 
of  the  number  of  inhabitants  of 
Madrid,  which  are  accurately  ftated 
as  follows : 


tip  to  16  years 
of  age 

From  16  to  25 
Fjr®m  25  to  40 

From  40  to  50 

From  50  up¬ 
wards 

Friars  — 

Nuns  — 


CBoys  17**76?  *12,8 

i  Girls  1 6,942  j  34’ 

5  Men  14,182!  6 

^ Women  1 3, j 82 3  *7’3  4 

CMen  *3,4951  a,6oI 

^Women2o,io6i  43,0 
f  Men  I o , 22  j  ?  , 

l  Women  8,940}  l^jt  1 
CMen  8,602? 
(Woincni  1 ,942 3  to’545 

~  ’-8l4l  2,646 


822  3 


Hefidents  ia  the  convents, 
colleges,  and  hofptals 


Total  154,018 


Dublin,  Konj.  17.  This  morning 
tiie  funeral  procelfion  of  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Rutland  commenced 
about  twelve  o’clock,  at  the  Houle 
of  Lords,  and  proceeded  through 
Grafton-ftreet,  Naffau-ftreet,  Daw- 
fon-ftreet,  round  Stephen’s  green, 
King’s  -  ftreet,  William  -  ftreet, 
Church-lane,  Dame-ftreet,  Parlia— 
ment-ftreet,  Elfex-bridgc,  Capel- 
ftreet,  Mary-ftreet,  Henry-ftreet, 
Sackville-ftreet,  Summer-hill,  Cir¬ 
cular-road,  to  the  platform  on  the 
north-wall,  where  the  barge  waited 


with  the  king’s  boat  to  receive  the 
body,  and  conveyed  it  from  thence 
in  proceftion  to  his  majefty ’s  yatcht. 

The  town-major  attended  by  a 
troop  of  horfe  preceded  the  procef- 
(ion.  The  train  of  royal  Irifh  artil¬ 
lery  followed.  Their  rear  was 
brought  lip  with  the  regimental 
band  playing  a  folemn  dirge.  The 
battalion  companies  of  the  feveral 
regiments  in  the  garrifon  followed  ; 
and  after  them  their  refpe&ive  gre¬ 
nadier  Companies.  They  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  whole  of  the  army 
eftablifhment,  and  the  commander 
in  chief,  followed  by  the  bands  of 
mufic  belonging  to  the  fix  regiments 
embodied,  'which  formed  a  moft  af¬ 
fecting  combination  of  plaintive 
harmony.  The  ftandards  of  the 
orders  of  the  garter  and  St.  Patrick 
were  borne  on  lances,  and  the  arms 
of  thefe  refpeCtive  orders,  along  with 
tbofe  of  his  grace,  were  difplayed 
on  the  mourning  horles.  The  Dub¬ 
lin  herald  carried  the  coronet  on  a 
velvet  cufhior« — between  which  and 
the  viceregal  body,  a  few  officers  of 
the  houfhold  intervened — The  body 
was  attended  on  each  fide  by  pages, 
aid-du-camps,  and  twelve  yeomen 
of  the  guards,  carrying  efcutcheons 
on  their  halberds — the  mourning 
chariot  was  drawn  by  eight  horfes, 
covered  with  velvet,  each  horfe  led 
by  a  groom,  the  coachman  in  deep 
mourning — the  chief  mourners  were 
the  lords  juftices  in  their  coaches, 
with  their  train-bearers,  &c.  attend¬ 
ed  by  a  troop  of  horfe—  then  fuc- 
ceeded  the  lord  mayor,  as  chief  ma- 
giftrate  of  the  metropolis — the  no¬ 
bility,  judges,  commons,  ftate  offi¬ 
cers,  king’s  counfel,  and  corpora¬ 
tions  of  Dublin,  the  univeifity,  rec¬ 
tors,  and  curates  of  the  feveral  pa- 
rifhes,  the  different  boards,  gover¬ 
nors  of  the  bank  of  Ireland,  &c.  and 

a  ftjuadron 
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a  fquadron  of  horfe  clofed  the  pro- 
cettion. 

The  multitude  of  fpe&ators  was 
innumerable — but  owing  to  the  pre¬ 
caution  of  the  committioners  of  po¬ 
lice,  in  conjunction  with  the  right 
honourable  the  lord  mayor,  no  ma¬ 
terial  accident  happened — no  fcaf- 
folds  were  fuffeied  to  be  ereCted  in 
the  ftreets. 

The  minute  guns  in  the  park 
commenced  firing  at  fix  o’clock  this 
morning — and  the  bells  of  the 
churches  rung  their  dead  peals 
during  the  day. 

A  few  days  ago,  while  one  Fen¬ 
ner,  a  turner,  and  Philpot,  a  car¬ 
penter,  were  drinking  together  at 
the  fign  of  the  three  compaffes  at 
Tunbridge  Wells,  a  quarrel  arofe 
between  them,  which  proceeded  to 
blows.  During  the  battle,  which 
was  feverely  contefted  for  fome  time, 
the  fright  had  fo  great  an  effeCt  on 
Mrs.  Peek,  the  landlady,  that  flie 
expired,  though  the  moft  immediate 
and  necelTary  means  were  applied 
for  her  recovery.  But  what  is  more 
extraordinary,  on  the  news  of  her 
death  being  carried  to  a  Mr,  Field, 
at  mount  Ephraim,  about  half  a 
mile  diftant,  and  a  relation  of  the 
deceafed,  the  fhock  was  fo  great, 
that  he  died  while  the  melancholy 
ftorv  was  relating  to  him. 

Di  ed.— In  Drury-lane,  in  the 
104th  year  of  her  age,  Mrs.  Al- 
thorne,  who  feveral  years  fince  was 
fhewn  about  as  the  ftrong  woman. 


DECEMBER. 

This  day  foine  fifhermen 
fittiing  in  the  river  Thames, 
near  Poplar,  with  much  difficulty, 
drew  into  their  boat  a  fihark  yet 
alive,  but  apparently  very  ttckly  * 


it  was  taken  on  fhore,  and  being 
opened,  in  its  belly  were  found  a 
filver  watch,  a  metal  chain,  and  a 
cornelian  feal,  together  with  feveral 
final!  pieces  of  gold  lace,  fuppofed 
to  have  belonged  to  fome  young 
gentleman,  who  was  unfortunate 
enough  to  have  fallen  overboard 
but  that  the  body  and  other  parts 
had  either  been  digetted,  or  other 
wife  voided  ;  but  the  watch  and 
gold  lace  not  being  able  to  pafs 
through  it,  the  fifli  had  thereby  be¬ 
come  fickly,  and  would  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  very  foon  have  died.  The 
watch  had  the  name  of  Henry  Wat- 
fon,  London,  N°  1369,  and  the 
works  are  very  much  impaired. 
On  thefe  circum fiances  being  made 
public,  Mr.  Henry  Watfon,  watch¬ 
maker,  in  Shoreditch,  recollected, 
that  about  two  years  ago  he  fold  the 
watch  to  Mr.  Ephraim  Thompfon, 
of  Whitechapel,  as  a  prefent  to  his 
fon,  on  going  out  on  his  firft  voyage 
on  board  the  fliip  Polly,  captain 
Vane,  bound  to  Coaft  and  Bay. 
About  three  leagues  off  Falmouth, 
by  a  fudden  heel  of  the  vetteL 
during  a  fquall,  matter  Thompfon 
fell  overboard,  and  was  no  more 
feen.  The  news  of  his  being 
drowned  foon  after  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  his  friends,  who  little 
thought  of  healing  any  thing  more 
concerning  him.  Mr.  Thompfon  is 
faid  to  have  purchafed  the  fhark,  to 
preferve  it  as  a  memorial  of  fo  fin- 
gular  an  event.  It  is  the  largeft 
ever  remembered  to  have  been  taken 
in  the  Thames,  being  from  the  tip 
of  the  fnout  to  the  extremity  of  the 
tail  9  feet  3  inches  ;  from  the  fihoul- 
der  to  the  extremity  of  the  body, 

6  feet  one  inch  ;  round  the  body, 
in  the  thickeft  part,  6  feet  9  inches. 
The  width  of  the  jaws,  when  extend¬ 
ed,  17  inches.  It  has  five  rows  of 
[P]  z  teeth, 
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teeth,  confequently  five  years  old, 
having  an  additional  row  every 
year,  till  it  arrives  at  its  full 
growth. 

,  Between  one  and  two 

o’clock,  Lord  George  Gordon 
-was  apprehended  at  a  Jew’s  houfe 
in  Birmingham,  for  a  contempt  of 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  libel. 

On  Saturday  evening  he  was 
brought  before  Mr.  Juftice  Buller, 
when  a  warrant  was  made  cut,  and 
his  lordfhip  is  now  lodged  in  the 
King’s  Bench. 

.  All  of  the  Weftminfter  gang 
'  '  '  of  houfe-breakers,  who  have 
been  apprehended,  were  finally  com¬ 
mitted  to  Newgate  for  trial  at  the 
enfuing  feffions. — Fudge,  the  young- 
eft  in  the  gang,  is  about  thirteen 
years  of  age,  and  the  reft  between 
that  and  twenty-one.— Durham  was 
formerly  one  of  the  choir  at  Weft- 
minfter-abbey  $  and  Grace  Mat¬ 
tocks,  at  whofe  houle  the  gang  ufu- 
ally  met  to  play  at  cards,  dance,  and 
regale  themfelves,  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  caufe  of  hanging  more 
young  men  than  any  other  charac¬ 
ter,  of  a  fimifar  defcription,  in  the 
metropolis. 

There  were  prefent,  at  the  exa¬ 
mination,  the  Duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  Mr.  Braddyll,  Sir  James  La 
Roche,  &c. 

Fleming,  the  pawnbroker,  and  re¬ 
ceiver  of  the  various  property  taken 
by  thefe  depredators,  gave  infoi  ill¬ 
ation  of  twenty-eight  robberies,  the 
greater  part  of  which,  it  appears, 
was  com, mit ted  in  the  neghbour- 
hood  ot  Weftminfter. 

By  the  vigilance  and  activity  of 
Mr.  Juftice  Addington,  of  King’s- 
ftreet,  Weftminfter,  late  on  Satur¬ 
day  evening  Marfhall  and  Wib 
Joughby,  who  belong  to  the  gang, 


were  taken  in  cuftody  at  a  private 
houfe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St. 
Giles’s,  and,  alter  an  examination, 
were  committed  to  Totbilhfields 
Bridewell.  It  has  been  difeovered 
that  fome  of  the  property  taken  by 
this  defperate  and  alarming  combi¬ 
nation  of  viilians,  was  funk  in  the 
New  River,  near  Iflington  ;  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  diligent  fearch 
was  made  on  Saturday  laft  to  reco¬ 
ver  it  ;  but  we  have  not  been  able 
to  learn  whether  it  has  been  taken 

UP 

Particulars  relative  to  the  horrid 
murders  committed  lately  at  his 
Grace  the  Archbifliop  of  Dublin’s 
palace. 

His  grace  intending  to  remove 
from  Tallagh  to  Dublin,  for  the 
winter,  lent  his  fteward  before  him, 
on  Tuefday  morning,  with  orders  to 
the  fervants  in  town,  confifting  of  a 
porter  and  houfekeeper,  to  prepare 
lor  his  reception.  The  fteward 
coming  to  the  palace  in  Kevin-ftreet, 
about  ten  o’clock,  found  the  out¬ 
ward  gate  faft  ;  this  incident  fur- 
prifed  him,  and  feeing  fire  and 
hnoke  iffue  from  the  roof,  he  forced 
the  gate,  and  on  entering  the  pa¬ 
lace  found  the  houfekeeper  on  the 
floor  of  an  apartment  near  the 
kitchen,  ftark  naked  and  weltering 
in  her  blood,  her  fkull  being  broke 
in  various  places,  and  feveral  ftabs 
in  the  body.  On  fearching  other 
parts  of  the  houfe  in  company  with 
a  few  of  the  neighbours,  the  porter, 
an  aged  man,  late  a  p,enfioner  of 
the  royal  hofpital,  was  dilcovered  on 
one  of  the  ftaircafes,  with  his  throat 
cut,  fo  as  almoft  to  fever  the  head 
from  the  body.  A  man  was  after 
found  on  the  leads,  who  is  fent  to 
prifon  on  a  ftrong  lufpicion  ol  being 
concerned,  and  two  women  have 
been  fince  taken  up  and  committed 

as 
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as  accomplices  in  the  atrocious  act. 
It  feems  probable  that  the  villains, 
to  conceal  the  muuier  of  the  inno¬ 
cent  iervants,  and  difappointed  in 
their  expeditions,  as  neither  money 
nor  plate  were  in  the  houle,  let  it  on 
fue.  The  flames  were  foon  ex- 
tinguiflied,  without  doing  much  da¬ 
mage. 

His  grace’s  porter  had  been  fu.p- 
pofed  to  have  accumulated  a  fum  of 
money,  and  againtl  this  only,  it  is 
thought,  were  the  efforts  of  the 
bloody  villains  directed.  It  is  ima¬ 
gined  they  fir  ft  proceeded  to  attack 
him  ;  and  is  is  evident  he  made  a 
great  refiftance,  from  the  marks  of 
violence  on  his  body.  *  On  one  of 
his  fhoulders  there  is  a  great  fwel- 
Jing,  from  a  brdize  he  received  ; 
and  the  arm,  near  the  elbow,  is  in- 
tirely  broken,  with  the  bone  almoft 
perforating  through  the  fkin.  An 
iron  fpade  lay  near  him,  which  was 
probably  the  instrument  ufed  in  dif- 
patching  him — when  down  they  cut 
his  throat  quite  acrols— the  young 
woman  they  butchered  in  the  lame 
horrid  manner  above  ftairs.  They 
then  dragged  the  body  of  the  mur¬ 
dered  man  to  the  head  of  the  ftair- 
cafe,  and  placing  his  head  juft  over 
the  ftairs,  fcattered  a  great  quantity 
of  grace  all  over  them,  and  let  them 
on  fire.  The  fire,  however,  did  not 
fpread  according  to  their  wifhes, 
and  very  little  damage  was  fuftained 
from  it.  A  quantity  of  plate  was  in 
the  houle,  which  they  never  touched. 
It  is  evident  the  milcreants  muft 
have  been  acquainted  with  the 
houfe,  as  not  a  fingle  lock  or  bolt 
Was  forced. 

The  manner  in  which  the  woman 
was  murdered,  bore,  if  poflible, 
more  maiks  of  barbarity  than  that 
of  the  man.  One  of  her  thigh 
bones  was  broken  :  fhe  bad  feveral 
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marks  of  violence  on  her  body,  and 
was  run  through  the  heart,  apparent¬ 
ly,  with  a  fmall  fword.  The  (cull 
at  the  back  of  her  head  was  broken 
to  fplinters,  and  feemed  as  if  it 
had  been  pounded  with  a  weighty 
hammer.  The  greafe  which  the 
wretches  fcattered  about  the  grand 
ftairs,  they  obtained  from  a  ftore- 
room,  in  which  tallow  and  candles 
were  kept. 

Prince  William  Henry,  in  , 
the  Pegafus,  arrived  at  Ply-  2/ 
mouth. 

Died — At  Ryde,  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  Mr.  Walter  Henry  Frank¬ 
lin,  aged  103  years. 


BIRTHS  for  the  year  1787. 

Jan.  5.  The  Countefs  of  Gra- 
nard,  of  a  daughter. 

6.  Lady  of  Sir  John  W. 

Pole,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

14.  Vifcountefs  Turner,  of 
a  fon. 

23.  Lady  Brownlow,  of  a 

daughter. 

26.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Arun¬ 
del,  of  a  fon. 

29.  Hon.  Mrs.  Watfon,  of 
a  daughter. 

Feb.  17.  NThe  lady  of  Sir  Da¬ 
vid  Carnegie,  Bart,  of 
a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Sir  John 
Frederick,  Bart,  of  a 
daughter. 

24.  The  lady  of  the  Right 

Hon.  Charles  Tcrwn- 
ftiend,  of  a  fon. 

26.  Mrs.  Pretyman,  lady  of 
the  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Lincoln,  of  a  fon. 

March  21.  Lady  Melbourne,  of  a 
daughter. 

29.  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
[P]  3  Dyke 
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Dyke  Acland,  Bart,  of 
a  fon. 

April  2*  Countefs  of  Leicefter, 
ot  a  daughter. 

1 6.  The  lady  of  Sir  H. 
Paulett  St.  John,  Bart, 
of  a  fon. 

24.  Lady  Harrington,  of  a 
fon. 

May  10.  The  Vifcountefs  Fal¬ 
mouth,  of  a  fon. 

1 4.  At  Dublin,  Right  Hon. 
Lady  Earlsfort,  of  a 
daughter. 

At  Dublin,  Lady  of  the 
Right  Hon.  J.  Fitz- 
gibbon,  attorney  -  ge¬ 
neral  of  Ireland,  oi  a 
daughter. 

June  7.  Lady  Charlotte  Dun- 
das,  of  a  daughter. 

20.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Col. 
Stanhope,  of  a  fon. 

2t.  The  lady  of  Sir  Henry 
Gough,  Bart,  of  a 
fon. 

23.  The  Duchefs  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  of  a  fon. 

July  8.  Marchionefs  cf  Buck¬ 
ingham,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

is.  Lady  of  Sir  H.  S.  Lid¬ 
dell,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

26.  Lady  Elizabeth  Fane, 
of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  E.- Smyth, 
Bart,  of  a  fon. 

Aug.  10.  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Whichccte,  Bart,  of  a 
fon. 

16.  Vifcountels  Galway,  of 
a  fon. 

22.  lady  Hawke,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

29.  Countefs  W aldegrave,  of 

a  ion. 

Lady  Ruthven,  of  a  fon. 

30.  Duchefs  of  Beaufcr  T  of 

a  fon . 


Lately,  in  Ireland,  the 
Duchefs  of  Leinfler, 
of  a  daughter. 

Sept.  16.  Mrs.  Thurlow,  lady  of 
the  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Durham,  of  a  daugh-* 
ter. 

Lady  Lifmore,  of  a  fon„ 
Lady  Stourton,  of  2  fon, 
Odt.  3.  Countefs  of  Warwick, 
of  a  daughter. 

Lady  Fortefcue,  of  a 
daughter. 

2i.  Lady  of  Sir  James 
Grant,  Eart.  of  a  fon. 

Nov.  1 1 .  Lady  George  Henry  Ca¬ 
ve  ndifh,  of  a  daughter. 

21.  Lady  Bayham,  of  a 
daughter. 

22.  Lady  Deerhurft,  of  a 

daughter. 

29.  Countefs  of  Tankerville, 
of  a  daughter. 

Dec.  1.  Lady  of  Henry  Bankes, 
Efq;  M.  P.  of  a  fon. 

9.  Lady  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Richard  Pepper  Ar¬ 
den,  attorney-general, 
of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Henry  Dafh- 
wood,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 


MARRIAGES  for  the  year  1787. 

Jan.  9.  Hugh  Owen, Efq;  mem- 
1  ber  of  parliament  for 

Pembroke,  to  Mils 
Owen,  daughter  of  the 
late  General  Owen. 

25.  Lord  Sempill,  to  Mifs 
Mellifh,  daughter  of 
the  late  Charles  Mel¬ 
lifh,  Efq. 

Feb;  27.  Lord  Arden,  to  Mifs 
Wilfon,  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Spencer 
Wilfon,  Bart. 


March 
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.March  jo.  Hon.  John  Townfhend, 
to  Mils  Poyntz,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  !ate  William 
Poyntz,  Efq. 

31.  Joleph  Yates,  Efq;  fon 
of  the  late  Sir  Joleph 
Yates,  to  Mifs  Char¬ 
lotte  Sr.  John,  daugh- 
.  ter  of  the  late  Lord 
St.  John,  of  Bletfoe. 

Hon.  W.  Forward,  to 
Mifs  Caulfield. 

April  8.  Lord  Herbert,  fon  of 
the  Earl  ot  Pembroke, 
to  Mils  Beauclerk. 

9.  Rob.  Dundas,  folioitor 
general  of  Scotland,  to 
Mifs  Dundas,  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy. 

12.  Lord’  Carysford,  to  Mifs 
Grenville,  fitter  to  the 
Marquis  of  Bucking¬ 
ham. 

May  i2.  Hon.  Geo.  Neville,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  Earl  of 
Abergaveny,  to  Mifs 
Walpole,  daughter  of 
the  Hon.  Richard  Wal¬ 
pole. 

24.  Earl  of  Aid  borough,  to 
Mifs  Henniker,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  John  Hen¬ 
niker,  Bart. 

27.  The  Earl  of  Altamont, 
to  the  Hon.  Louifa 
Howe,youngelf  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Howe. 

29.  The  Hon.  R,  Lumley 
Saville,  to  the  Hon. 
Henrietta  Willough- 
'  by. 

June  5.  Edward  Place,  Efq.  to 
Lady  Anne  Gordon, 
daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen. 

7.  Reverend  Sir  Thomas 
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Broughton,  Bart,  to 
Lady  Anne  Windfor. 

20.  Lord  Mulgrave,  to  Mifc 
Cholmley,  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Cholmley, 
Efq. 

2 6.  Lord  Ballendon,  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  Cuming,  of  Ja¬ 
maica. 

July  7.  Sir  John  Whalley 
Smythe  Gardiner, 
.Bart.  to  Mifs  Mary 
Newcombe,  daughter 
of  the  late  Dean  of 
Rochefter. 

Sir  John  Ramfden,  Bart, 
to  the  Hon.  Louifa  Su- 
fanna  Ingram  Shep- 
heard,  daughter  of  the 
late  Lord  Vifcount  Ir¬ 
win. 

12.  Sir  John  Swinburne, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Emma 
Eliz.  Bennet,  of  St. 
James’s,  Weftminfter. 

30.  Penn  Curzon,  Efq;  to 
'  the  Hon.  Mifs  Howe, 
daughter  of  Lord  Vifc. 
Howe. 

Aug.  3.  Hon.  Charles  Redlynch 
Strangeways,  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Ilchef- 
ter,  to  Mifs  Jane 
Haine,  daughter  o£ 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Haine. 

si.  At  Milan,  by  difpen- 
fation  from  the  pope, 

»  the  Marquis  Lewis 
Marifcotti,  to  Lady 
Sophia,  Butler,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Eari  of 
Lanelborough. 

18.  Lord  Compton,  to  Mifs 
Smith,  daughter  of 
Joftiua  Smith,  Efq.  of 
Eari  Stoke  Park, Wilts. 
Sept.  17.  Lord  Barnard,  eldeft  fon 
of  the  Earl  of  Dar- 
P]  4  lington. 
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lington,  to  Lady  Ca¬ 
tharine  Powlet,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Duke  of 
Bolton. 

42.  Howell  Price,  Efq;  of 
Carmarthen{hire,to  the 
Right  Hon.  Lady  Ayl¬ 
mer. 

C£t.  29.  Sir  John  Senhoufe,  Bart. 

of  CarlifSe,  to  Mils 
Alley,  oi  St.  L.eger’s 
Ahhby,  Northampton^ 
ftiire. 

Dec.  29.  .Vifcount  Sudley,  fon  of 
the  Earl  of  Arran,  to 
Mifs  Tyrrel,  daughter 
and  co-heirefs  of  the 
late. Sir  John  Tyrrel, 
Bart. 


j  . 

PROMOTION  S  for  the  Tear 

1787,  from  the  London  Gazette , 

GV. 

Jan.  5.  Right  Hon.  John  Hely 
Hutckinfon,  lecretary  of  ftate  in 
Ireland,  to  be  privy  counfellor  in 
Great  Britain. 

—  10.  Henry  Lyte,  Efq.  to  be 
fecretary  and  keeper  of  the  privy 
feal,  &c.  to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

Henry  Lyte,  Efq.  Col.  Gerrard 
Lake,  and  Col.  Smith  Hulfe,  to  be 
treafurers  and  receivers-general  of 
his  royal  highnels’s  revenues. 

Col.  Samuel  Hulfe,  to  be  one  of 
his  privy  council. 

—  20.  George  Brown,  Thomas 
Wharton,  James  Stoddart,  James 
Balmain,  and  Robert  Graham,  Efqrs. 
to  be  commiflloners  ot  excile  in 
Scotland. 

— •  26.  Sir  James  Eyre,  Knt.  to 
be  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer. 

—  27.  Dr.  Thomas  Thurlow, 
bifhop  of  Lincoln,  to  be  hifhop  of 
Durham. 


Jan.  30.  Rev.  George  Cotto»f 
LL.D  to  be  dean  of  Chefter. 

Feb.  9.  Sir  Alexander  Thomfon, 
Knt.  Simon  Le  Blanc,  and  Soulden 
Laurence,  Efqrs.  to  be  ferjeants  at 
law. 

Sir  Nafh  Grofe,  Knt.  to  be  one 
of  the  Juftices  of  the  King’s  Bench. 

Sir  Alexander  Thomfon,  Knt.  to 
be  a  baron  of  the  exchequer.' 

—  19.  Right  Hon.  John  Charles 
Villieis,  fworn  of  his  majefty’s  privy 
council. 

—  20.  Dr.  George  Pretyman«, 
to  be  bilbop  ot  Lincoln. 

— -  24.  George  Miller,  Efq.  to 
be  coniul  in  North  and  South  Ca¬ 
rolina,  and  Georgia,  and  deputy- 
commiflary  for  commercial  affairs  to 
the  United  States  of  America. 

—  27.  Dr.  George  Pretyman  to 
be  dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  and  canon  re~ 
fidentiary. 

March  17.  Rev.  Samuel  Smith. 
LL.D.  to  be  a  prebendary  of  Weft" 
minfter. 

Rev.  William  Pearce,  B.  D.  to 
be  mafter  of  the  Temple. 

— -  23.  Sir  John  Skynner,  Knt. 
fworn  of  his  majefty’s  privy  coun¬ 
cil. 

April  17.  John  Seton,  Efq.  to 
be  governor  of  St.  Vincent. 

Arthur  Philip,  Efq.  to  be  gover¬ 
nor  of  New  South  Wales. 

—  24.  John  Edward  Aftley,  Efq. 
fon  of  Sir  Edward  Aftley,  Bart,  to  be 
one  of  the  equerries  to  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland. 

—  25.  Gerard  Fortelcue,  Efq.  to 
be  Ulfter  king. at  arms,  and  principal 
herald  of  all  Ireland. 

—  27*  Sir  Thomas  Wroughton, 
K.  B.  envoy  extraordinary  to  Swe¬ 
den,  to  be  minifter  plenipotentiary 
at  the  fame  court. 

William  Fawkener,  Efq.  to  be 

envoy 
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envoy  extraordinary  to  the  grand- 
dtfke  of  T ufcany. 

May  i.  Earl  of  Leven,  to  be  high 
conuniifioner  to  the  general  alTem- 
bly  of  the  church  of  Scotland. 

Dr.  George  Hill,  to  be  Dean  of 
the  order  ot  the  Thiftle,  -and  ot  the 
chapel-royal,  in  Scotland. 

Earl  of  Dunmore,  to  be  governor 
of  the  Bahama  Blands. 

—  5.  William  Cockell,  Efq.  fer- 
jeant  at  law. 

—  10  Hugh  Carleton,  Efq.  to  be 
chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas  in 
Ireland. 

John  Bennett,  Efq.  to  be  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  King’s-Bench,  in 
Ireland. 

—  11.  Arthur  Wolfe,  Elq.  to  be 
i'olicitcr-general  of  Ireland. 

—  14.  Lord  chief  juftice  Carle- 
ton,  to  be  a  privy  couniellor  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

—  23.  Appointments  in  the 
houfehold  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
viz. 

Lord  Southampton,  groom  of  the 
ftable. 

Vifcount  Parker,  Vifcount  Mel¬ 
bourne,  Lord  Spencer  Hamilton,  and 
Vifcount  St.  Alaph,  gentlemen  of 
the  bedchamber. 

Henry  Lyte,  Efq.  treafurer. 

Hon.  Hugh  Conway,  mafter  of 
the  robes  and  privy  purfe. 

Col.  S.  Hulfe,  comptroller  of  the 
houfehold. 

J.  Kemys  Tynte,  Efq.  Col.  Sir 
John  S.  Dyer,  Bart.  Hon.  G.  Fitz- 
roy,  Col.  Stevens,  Lieut.  Col.  St. 
Leger,  Hon.  Lieut.  Col.  Stanhope, 
Warwick  Lake,  Efq.  Lieut.  Col. 
Sloughter,  and  the  Hon.  Edward 
Bouverie,  grooms  of  the  bed-cham¬ 
ber. 

Rev.  Dr.  J.  Locknian,  clerk  of 

the  clofet. 

* 
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Col.  Gerard  Lake,  firft  equerry 
and  commilTioner  ot  the  ftables. 

Col.  Chailes  Leigh,  Edward 
Scott,  Efq.  Major  Churchill,  Hon. 
Capt.  Ludlow,  and  Anthony  St. 
Leger,  Efqrs.  equerries. 

June  1.  Henry,  Duke  of  Beau¬ 
fort,  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Brecon. 

—  23.  Lord  Carteret  and  Lord 
Walftnghani,  to  the  office  ot  poft- 
mafter-general. 

—  27.  Henry  Partridge,  Fofter 
Bower,  and  Edward  Law,  Efqrs.  to 
be  king’s  council. 

John  Toler,  Efq.  to  be  the  king’s 
fecond  ierjeant  at  law,  and  the  Hon. 
joieph  Hewitt  to  be  his  third  fer- 
jeani  at  law  in  Ireland. 

July  5.  Dr.  Richard  Warren  and 
Dr.  Robert  Plallifax,  to  be  phy- 
ficians  in  ordinary  to  the  prince  of 
Wales. 

—  7.  Sir  George  Auguftus  Eli¬ 
ott,  K.  B.  to  be  baron  Heatkfield, 
of  Gibraltar. 

—  10.  George  Auguftus,  Lord 
Heathfield,  to  have  the  arms  of 
Gibraltar,  as  an  honourable  aug¬ 
mentation  of  his  family  arms. 

—  14.  Sir  George  Baker,  Bart, 
to  be  phyftcian  in  ordinary  to  h;s 
majefty, 

Aug.  2.  George  Hardinge,  Efq. 
to  be  judge  of  the  counties  of  Gla¬ 
morgan,  Brecon,  and  Radnor. 

—  4.  Lord  Hervey,  to  be  envoy 
extraordinary  to  the  great  duke  of 
Tufcany. 

—  8.  The  Duke  of  York,  fworn 
of  his  majefty’s  privy  council. 

—  10  Major-general  Grenviile, 
to  be  comptroller  ;  Col.  George 
Hotham,  to  be  treafurer;  Col.  Ro¬ 
bert  Abercrombie,  Lieut.  Col.  Wil¬ 
liam  Morfhead,  Capt.  Charles 
Crauford,  and  Henry  Bunbury, 
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Efq.  to  be  grooms  of  the  bed¬ 
chamber  to  the  duke  of  York. 

Aug.  n.  Rev.  Charles  Inglis, 
D;  D.  to  be  bifliop  of  the  new  fee 
of  Nova  Scotia. 

—  1 8.  Right  Hon.  W.  Eden,  to 
be  ambaflador  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  to  the  king  of 
Spain. 

—  28.  William  Richardfon,  John 
Craven  Carden,  Charles  Defvoeux, 
Edward  Ltflie,  Henry  Mannix,  and 
Richard  Gorges  Meredyth,  Efqrs. 
Zo  be  baronets  of  Ireland. 

Sept.  15.  Henry  Frazer,  Efq.  to 
be  fecretary  of  legation  at  Peterf- 
burg. 

—  24.  Richard,  Vifcount  Howe, 
and  John  Montagu,  and  Hugh  Pi- 
got,  Efqrs.  to  be  admirals  of  the 
White. 

Mol'/neux,  Lord  Schuldam,  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  and  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
baronets,  John  Vaughan,  Jphn 
Reynolds,  and  Matthew  Barton, 
Efqrs.  and  the  Hon.  Samuel  Bar¬ 
rington,  to  be  admirals  ot  the  Blue. 

Marriot  Arbuthnot,  Robert  Rod- 
dam,  George  Darby,  John  Camp¬ 
bell,  James.Gambier,  William  Lloyd, 
and  Francis  William  Drake,  Elqrs. 
to  be  vice-admirals  of  the  Red. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes,  K.  B.  Sir 
Jofliua  Rowley,  Bart.  Sir  Edward 
Vernon,  knight,  John  Evans,  Mark 
Milbanke,  Nicholas  Vincent,  and 
Robert  Edwards,  Efqrs.  to  be  vice- 
admirals  ot  the  White. 

Samuel,  Lord  Hood,  Sir  John 
Lockhart  Rofs,  Bart.  Sir  Chalonet 
Ogle,  knight,  Thomas  Graves,  Ro¬ 
bert  Digby,  Benjamin  Marlow,  and 
Alexander  Hood,  F-fqrs.  to  be  vice- 
admirals  of  the  Blue. 

Sir  Richard  Hughes,  Sir  Francis 
Samuel  Drake,  and  Sir  Edmund 


Affleck,  Barts,  to  be  rear-admirals- 
of  the  Red. 

***  The  following  captains  were 
appointed  flag-officers,  viz. 

Sir  John  Lind  lay,  K.  B.  and  John 
Elliot  and  William  Hotham,  Elqrs. 
to  be  rear*admirals  of  the  Red. 

Sir  Charles  Middleton,  Bart.  Sir 
Richard  King,  Knt.  John  Peyton, 
John  Carter  Allen,  John  Dalrym- 
ple,  Herbert  Sawyer,  and  Jonathan 
Falconer,  Efqrs.  to  be  rear-admirals 
of  the  White. 

Sir  John  Jervis,  K.  B.  Sir  Richard 
Bickerton,  and  Sir  Charles  Douglas, 
Barts,  Hon.  John  Levefon  Gower, 
and  Philip  Affleck  and  Adam  Dun¬ 
can,  Efqrs.  to  be  rear-admirals  of 
the  Blue. 

Hon.  William  Cornwallis,  and 
Philip  Colby  and  George  Bowyer, 
Efqrs.  to  be  colonels  of  marines. 

—  28.  Major-generals  Spencer 
Cowper,  William  Wynyard,  Edward 
Mathew,  Richard  Burton  Philipfcn, 
Francis  Smith,  John  Pattifon,  John 
Douglas,  Hon.  Alexander  Leflie, 
Samuel  Cleavland,  Hon.  Henry  St. 
John,  Sir  William  Erlkine,  John 
Campbell,  and  Sir  George  Qfflorn, 
Bait,  to  be  iieut.  generals. 

Colonels  Thomas,  Earl  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  John  Campbell,  John  Leland, 
James  Hamilton,  John  Scratton, 
Allan  Campbell,  James  Rooke,  Sa¬ 
muel  Birch,  Charles  Croibie,  John 
Martin,  Winter  Blathwayte,  John, 
Earl  of  Sulfoik,  Ralph  Abercrombie, 
Hon.  Chape!  Norton,  Alexander 
Rigby,  and  John  Gunning,  to  be 
major-generals. 

—  29.  John  Douglas,  D.  D.  tp 
be  bifliGp  of  Carjifle,  and  dean  of 
W  ind  for. 

Odt.  2.  John  Cayley,  Efq.  to  be 

couful-general  of  Ruflia. 

Oft. 
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Oct.  25.  Samuel  Wallis,  Efq.  to 
be  a  commiflioner  of  the  navy. 

—  26.  Paul  Joddrell,  M.  D. 
knighted. 

—  27.  George,  Vifcount  Town- 
fhend,  to  be  marquis  Townfhend. 

Samuel  Marfhall,  Efq.  to  be  a 
commiHioner  of  the  victualling- 
office. 

John  Daniell,  Efq  .  to  be  comp¬ 
troller  of  the  falt-duties. 

—  20.  Richard,  Lord  Rokeby, 
archbifhop  of  Armagh  ;  James, 
Lord  Lifford,  Lord  Chancellor  ; 
and  the  Right  Hon.  John  Forfter, 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons ; 
to  be  lords  Juftices  of  Ireland. 

Nov.  2-  George,  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  to  be  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland. 

—  6.  Hon.  and  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Harley,  to  be  bifhop  of  Hereford. 

— —  17.  Dr.  Beilby  Porteus,  bi- 
ihop  of  Chetler,  to  be  bifhop  of 
London. 

—  27.  Charles  Runnington,  Sa¬ 
muel  Marfhall,  and  James  Watfon, 
Efqrs.  to  be  ferjeants  at  law. 

—  30.  Right  Hon.  Alleyne  Fitz- 
herbert,  a  privy  counfellor. 

Dec.  5.  Henry,  Duke  of  Beau¬ 
fort,  to  be  lord  lieutenant  of  Lei- 
cefterlhire. 

—  7.  Beilby,  bifhop  of  London, 
a  privy  counfellor. 

8.  Beilby,  bifhop  of  London,  to 
be  dean  of  the  chapels  royal. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Blayney,  to  be 
Hebrew  profeffor  at  Oxford. 

—  15.  Rev.  William  Longford, 
D.  D.  to  be  prebendary  of  Wind- 
for. 

Rev.  John  Plumptree,  M.  A.  to 
be  prebendary  of  Worcefter. 

— —  16.  Right  Hon.  Alleyne  Fitz- 
herbert,  chief  fecretary  to  the  lord 
lieutenant,  to  be  a  privy  counfellor 
of  Ireland. 
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Dec.  29.  Thomas  Millar,  of  Bar^ 
fkimming,  Efq.  to  be  prefident  of 
his  majefty’s  college  of  juftice  in 
Scotland. 

Robert  M‘Queen,  of  Braxfield, 
Efq.  to  be  his  majefty’s  juftice-clerk 
in  Scotland. 

John  Swinton,  of  Swinton,  Efq. 
to  be  one  of  his  majelly’s  commil- 
fioners  of  jufticiary  in  Scotland. 

John  Mackurin,  Efq.  to  be  one 
of  the  ordinary  lords  of  feflion  m 
Scotland. 


SHERIFFS  appointed,  by  bis 
Majejly  in  Council ,  for  1787. 

Berkshire.  William  Byam  Martin* 
of  White  Knights,  Efq, 

Bedford  (hire.  Jofeph  Partridge,  of 
Cranfield,  Efq. 

Bucks.  R.  Dayrell,  of  Lilling- 
lione  Dayrell,  Efq. 

Cornwall.  Sam.  Thomas,  of  Tre- 
gols,  Efq.  % 

Cumberland.  Thomas  Whelpdale, 
of  Skirfgill-Hall,  Efq. 

Cbeflcr.  Sir  Richard  Brooke,  of 
Norton,  Bart. 

Cambridgeshire  and  Huntingdon - 
Jhire .  William  Camps,  of  Wilbur- 
ton,  Efq. 

Devonshire.  J.  Quick,  of  Newton 
Saint  Cyres,  Efq. 

Dorfetfijire .  Peter  William  Baker, 
ofRanfton,  Efq. 

Derbyfkire.  Sir  Rich.  Arkwright, 
of  Cromford. 

Effex.  J.  Judd,  of  Chelmsford, 
Efq. 

Gloucejlerfhire.  Sam.  Richardfon, 
of  Newent,  Efq. 

Herefordjhire.  R.  Cope  Hopton, 
of  Cannon  Froome,  Efq. 

Hertfordfljire.  J.  Roper,  of  Berk- 
hamftead  St.  Peter,  Elq. 

Kent* 
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Kent.  J.  Cotton,  of  Hill  Park,  Efq. 

Lancaffire.  William  Bamford,  of 
Bamford-Hall,  Efq. 

Leice/lerfjire.  John  Goodacre,  ju¬ 
nior,  of  Afhby  Parva,  Efq. 

Lincolnfhire.  Theopli.  Duckworth, 
of  Spalding,  Efq 

M&timouthffire.  Thomas  Lewis,  of 
Chepftow,  Efq. 

Norfolk .  Edward  Billingfley,  of 
Hockwold  with  Wilton,  Eiq. 

Northamptonshire .  William  Wal- 
cot,  jun.  of  Oundle,  Efq. 

Northumberland.  Edward  Colling- 
wood,  of  Chirton,  Eiq. 

Nottinghamffire  T.  Waterhoufe, 
oi  Beckenham,  Efq. 

Oxfordshire .  Charles  Marfack,  of 
Cavetfhani  Paik,  Efq. 

Rutlandjhire .  George  Belgrave,  of 
Ridlington,  Efq. 

Shropfjire.  Humphry  Sandford, 
of  the  ifle,  Efq. 

Somerfetfjire.  Nath.  Dalton,  of 
Shanks,  Efq. 

Southampton ,  county  of,  Sir  Hen¬ 
ry  Powlett  St.  John,  of  Dogmerf- 
field,  Bart. 

Staffordfjire.  Thomas  WhieJdon, 
of  Fenton,  Eiq. 

Suffolk.  J.  Meadows  Theobald,  of 
Henley,  Efq. 

Surrey.  Richard  Ladbroke,  of 
Tadworth  Court,  Efq. 

Suffex.  Richard  Wyatt,  of  Trim¬ 
mings,  Efq. 

W ar'wickjhire .  Thomas  Mafon, 
of  Stratford  upon  Avon,  Efq 

Worcejlerjhire.  Richard  Harrifon, 
of  Temple  Langhern,  Efq. 

Wilt /hire.  fiaac  Webb  Horlock, 
of  Afhwick,  Efq. 

Torkjhire.  Francis  Ferrand  Fol- 
jambe,  of  Aldwork,  Efq. 

SOUTH  WALES. 

Breconjbire.  J ohn  Jones,  of  Llana- 
vanvawr,  Efq. 
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Cardiganfhire.  J.  Martin,  of  Alls- 
goch,  Efq. 

Car  mar  then ff  ire.  Hugh  Mears,  of 
Llanftephar,  Efq. 

Glamorganshire .  John  Price,  of 
LJandatf-court,  Efq. 

Pembrokefhire.  James  Phillips,  of 
Penty-park,  Efq. 

Radnorjhire .  John  Price,  of  Penny 
Bont,  Efq. 

NORTH  WALES. 

Angiefea.  J.  Griffith  Lewis,  of 
Tryfelwyn,  Efq. 

Carnarvon [hire.  John  Lloyd,  of 
Gaffel  Gyfarch,  Efq. 

Denbighjhire.  Sir  Foffer  Cunliffe, 
of  A6ton,  Bart. 

F lint  ff  ire.  P  York,  of  Maes  y 
Groes,  Efq. 

Merionethffire.  John  Jones,  of 
Rhyd  y  fen.  Efq. 

Montgomeryffire.  Trevor  Lloyd, 
of  Llanafen,  Eiq. 


DEATHS,  for  the  Year  1787, 

Jan.  2.  Mrs  Mofs,  lady  of  the 
Lord  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells, 
fifter  to  the  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Radnor  and  Sir  Philip  Hales,  Bart. 

5.  Sir  John  7’ottenham,  Bart, 
father  of  Lord  Loftus. 

7.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Compton 
Ferrers  Townfhend,  fecond  fon  to 
the  Earl  of  Leiceffer. 

8.  Lieut,  general  Sir  William 
Draper,  K.  B. 

10.  Henry  Peckham,  Efq;  king's 
co  un  lei. 

13.  Hon.  Mr.  Juftice  Willes,  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench. 

14.  The  Ear!  of  Carhampton, 
father  to  her  royal  highnefs  the 
Dutcheis  oi  Cumberland. 


15.  The. 


CHRO 

i  5.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Petre. 

18.  Dr.  John  Egerton,  bifhop  of 
Dui  ham. 

29.  Lady  Frederick,  relidt  of  the 
late  Sir  John  Frederick,  Bart. 

Feb.  10.  Drigue  Billers  Olmius, 
Lord  Waltham  :  the  title  extindt. 

13.  The  Compte  Cravier  de 
Vergennes,  late  prime  minifter  of 
France. 

1 6.  George,  Duke  of  St.  Alban’s. 

March  8.  Samuel  Graves,  Efq. 
admiral  of  the  White. 

15.  Sir  William  Boothby,  Bart, 
lieut.  general,  and  colonel  of  the 
6th  regiment  of  foot. 

April  1.  Mary,  Countefs  Talbot, 
Dowager  of  William,  Earl  Talbot. 

2.  Major-general  Sir  John  Wrot- 
teftey,  Bart.  col.  of  the  45th  regi¬ 
ment. 

Hon.  General  Gage,  brother  to 
Lord  Vifcount  Gage. 

6.  Sir  Merrick  Burrell,  Bart,  the 
title  extindt. 

Hon.  Charlotte  Fettiplace,  third 
lifter  of  Lord  Howe. 

Lord  Vifcount  Montague,  only 
fen  of  Earl  Beaulieu. 

9.  Right  Hon.  Jofeph  Browne, 
Lord  Vifcount  Montague. 

Hon.  Thomas  Molefworth. 

Robert  Shirley,  Earl  Ferrers. 

Princefs  Anne  Amelia,  aunt  to 
his  Pruftian  Majefty. 

The  infant  and  only  fon  of  the 
Marquis  of  Graham. 

May  6.  Frederick,  Vifcount  Bo- 
lingbroke. 

14.  St.  Leger  St.  Leger,  Lord 
Vifcount  Doneraile. 

Lord  Vifcount  Strangford. 

24.  Francis  Piei repoint  Burton 
Conyngham,  Lord  Conyngham. 

Governor  Johnftone. 

25.  Hon.  Francis  Colyear,  young- 
eft  fon  of  the  earl  of  Portmore. 

26.  At  Paris,  Lend  John  Murray, 
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Lately  at  Paris,  Lord'Elcho. 

June  1.  Lady  Jane  Home,  filler 
of  the  late  Earl  ot  Home. 

4.  Mifs  Dawfon,  only  daughter 
of  Vifcount  Cremorne. 

6.  Vice-admiral  Robert  Duff. 

12.  Hon.  Grey  Bennet,  youngeft 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Tankerville. 

Hon.  Mrs.  Molefworth,  fitter  to 
the  prefent  Lord  Molelworth. 

20.  Hon.  Mrs.  Magnus,  eldelt 
daughter  of  Lord  Newark! 

22!  Lady  Ifabella  Moore,  eldeft; 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Drogheda. 

27.  Sir  Thomas  Heathcote,  Bart. 

July  1.  James  Townfend,  Efq. 
alderman  of  London. 

Sir  James  Hunter  Blair,  Bart. 

4.  Sir  Richard  Jebb,  Bart.  M.  D. 

7.  General  John  Severne,  col.  of 
the  8th  regiment  of  Dragoons. 

15.  Lady  Ifabella  Stanley. 

20.  Vifcountefs  Dowager  Wen- 
man. 

21.  George,  Earl  of  Shrewlbury. 

Auguft  4.  Major-general  John 

Salter. 

14.  Lady  Boughton,  relidt  of  Sir 
Edward  Boughton,  Bart. 

Edmund  Law,  D.  D.  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Carlifle. 

16.  Right  Hon.  John  Ponfonby, 
iate  fpeaker  of  the  liiih  houle  of 
commons. 

22.  Sir  Thomas  Wroughtorq 
K.  B. 

.  Sept.  8.  William  Campbell,  Elq. 
brother- german  of  the  late  John, 
Duke  of  Argyle. 

12.  Jane,  Countefs  of  Northing- 
ton,  relidt  of  the  late  lord  Chancel¬ 
lor  Northington. 

24.  Anna  Maria,  Countefs  Dow¬ 
ager  of  Pomfret. 

Odt.  9  Hon.  Mr.  Dawfon,  only 
furviving  fon  of  Lord  Cremorne. 

12.  Sir  Richard  Hoare,  Bart. 

20  Lord 
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20.  Lord  James  Beauelerk,  lord 
bifhop  of  Hereford. 

■'v  24-  Charles,  Duke  of  Rutland, 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Lately  in  France,  George,  Earl 
of  Dalhoufie. 

22.  Hon.  George  Shirley,  only 
furviving  fon  of  Robert,  firft  Earl 
Ferrers. 

Nov.  2.  Admiral  Sir  James  Dou¬ 
glas,  Bart. 

3.  Dr.  Robert  Lowth,  lord  bi¬ 
fhop  of  London. 

16.  George,  Marquis  of  Twee- 

dale. 


\ 


26.  Hon.  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
corn. 

Dec.  1.  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  Baft. 
M.  P.  for  Boroughbridge. 

7.  Mrs.  Mary  Pitt,  youngefi:  lif¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham. 

1$.  Lady  of  admiral  Sir  Edmund 
Affleck,  Bari. 

21.  John,  Earl  of  Hyndford. 

23.  Madame  Louifa  of  France, 
daughter  of  the  late  king. 

27.  Thomas,  Earl  of  Kinnoul. 

Jane,  Marchionefs  of  Lothian. 
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APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


A  Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  on 
Two  Informations  exhibited  in  the 
Court  of  Kings  Bench ,  in  January 
1787,  againji  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don —  One  at  the  Suit  of  the  French 
Ambaffador,  for  a  libellous  Publica¬ 
tion  againf  the  Queen  of  France 
and  Monfieur  Barthelemy  Charge 
des  Affaires  from  that  Court  ;  the 
other  at  the  Suit  of  his  Majejiy  s 
Attorney  General ,  for  a  libel  en¬ 
titled ,  “  The  Prifoners  Petition,” 
refecting  upon  the  Adtninif ration 
of  Jufice  in  this  Country ,  particu¬ 
larly  with  refpefi''  to  the  P  r  an  f- 
portation  of  Convifis  to  Botany 
Bay,  and  tending  to  excite  Prifoners 
to  Mutiny. 

ON  Tuefday  the  25th  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  Lord  George  Gordon 
appeared  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  and  ftated  to  the  judges, 
that  he  had  received  a  fummons 
from  the  folicitor  of  the  treafury 
to  appear  perfonally  in  court  on 
Tuefday  next  after  the  odlave  of 
St.  Hilary,  to  anfwer  to  an  infor¬ 
mation  to  be  exhibited  agair.ft  him 
on  the  king’s  behalf,  for  certain 
crimes  and  mifdemeanours.  His 
lordfhip  Laid,  that  he  had  looked 
into  the  popifli  calendars,  and  thole 
fort  of  books,  to  lee  what  an  odtave 
meant ;  and  that  he  found  it  was 
eight  days  from  the  celebration  of 
the  feaft  of  the  faint;  that  he  had 


come  himfelf,  becaufe  he  was  de- 
fired  perfonally  to  appear,  and  did 
not  intend  to  be  at  any  expence,  or 
to  employ  any  folicitor  or  counlel  ; 
his  reafon  for  which  was,  that  one 
learned  gentleman,  who  had  for¬ 
merly  aflerted  his  innocence,  Sir 
Lloyd  Kenyon,  was  raifed  (he  was 
glad  to  fee  it)  to  a  very  high  fitua- 
tion  ;  and  of  the  affiftance  of  the 
other  (Mr.  Erfkine)  he  was  depriv¬ 
ed,  he  having  been  retained  againft: 
him  fome  time  ago.  The  court  in¬ 
formed  Lord  George  of  the  courfe 
he  muff  purfue  ;  namely,  to  plead 
in  the  crown  office,  and  that  then 
he  would  have  regular  notice  to 
prepare  for  trial  ;  upon  which  he 
retired.  —  This  information  was  at 
the  fuit  of  the  French  ambaffador, 
for  a  libellous  publication  againft 
the  court  of  France. 

On  the  day  following,  at  the  rifing 
of  the  court,  Lord  George  appeared 
within  the  bar,  with  Blackftone’s 
Commentaries  tied  up  in  a  handker¬ 
chief.  He  laid,  that  the  attorney- 
general  had  filed  an  information 
againft  him,  which  blended  the  dif- 
tindl  and  different  informations,  §)ui 
Pam  and  by  the  mafter  of  the  crown 
office,  as  the  judges  would  perceive, 
by  recurring  to  the  do&rines  con¬ 
tained  in  their  good  and  worthy  bro¬ 
ther  Blackftone.  [Here  the  bar 
could  net  refrain  from  laughter.) 
His  lordfhip  turned  round,  and  told 

them, 
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them,  they  were  ignorant  of  this 
diftinftion,  becaufe  it  had  originated 
in  bad  times ;  and  that  the  only 
apology  wh  ch  could  be  made  for 
the  attorney  general  was,  that  he 
was  equally  incompetent  on  the 
ftrbjeiSt.  His  lordmip  continued, 
that  he  did  not  chule  to  join  iffue 
with  the  attorney  general,  until  he 
had  communed  with  the  court,  for 
that  he  was  bonus  et  Jegalis  homo,  and 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  other 
lubjedts,  notn.vitbjianding  he  *ivas  ex~ 
communicated. — The  court  told  him, 
that  the  fi ill  ftep  was  to  appear. 
Fie  replied  that  he  had  appeared 
yefterd ay.  The  court  then  begged 
his  attention  ;  and  told  him,  that 
the  appearance  muff  be  filed  ;  that 
then  he  might  either  move  to  qua/li, 
or  might  demur  to  the  information, 
it  it  were  defective  on  the  face  of 
it  ;  or  he  might  plead  to  it,  and  fo 
come  to  trial. 

On  the  26th  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don  appeared  again  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  and  informed  the 


court,  that  he  had  an  obje&iort  to 
ifate  to  a  proceis  which  had  been 
ferved  upon  him  Mr.  J uflice  Bui- 
ier  informed  him  that  he  interrupted 
the  bu  fin  els  of  the  court.  Lord 
George  anfwered,  he  was  couniel 
tor  hhnfelf,  and  wa9  as  much  en¬ 
titled  to  be  heard  as  any  king’s 
cotinfel  Mr.  Juilice  Buller  replied, 
that  the  attorney-general  could  not 
be  heard  out  oj  his  turn.  Upon 
tin’s  information  Lord  George  Hep¬ 
ped  within  the  bar,  and  took  a  feat 
between  Mr.  Bearcroft  and  Mr. 
Cooper.  The  court  having  heard 
the  motions  of  the  king’s  couniel, 
called  on  Lord  George,  who  arofe 
and  find,  that  the  nature  of  the  bu- 
fmefs  he  had  to  Hate  to  their  lord- 
ilifps .  would  render  an  apology  for 
the  interruption  he  had  given  totally 


unr.ecefFary.  There  was  a  mijnomer , 
or,  at  leaft,  a  want  of  proper  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  name  inferted  in  a  pro- 
cel's  ferved  upon  him,  of  which  he 
did  not  intend  to  take  advantage, 
either  by  moving  in  abatement,  or 
availing  himlelf  of  a  dilatory  plea  ; 
for  he  wifhed  to  accelerate  his  trial, 
and  prove  his  innocence  as  foon  as 
poffible.  For  this  leafon  he  came 
forward  to  correct  the  court,  by 
pointing  out  the  error  in  their  pro- 
cefs.  This  procefs  was  dire&ed  to 
“  George  Gordon,”  without  any 
addition  whatever,  which  was  an 
error;  the  other  names  were  pro¬ 
perly  defcribed,  the  chief  juftice  had 
his  ftyie  of  William  Earl  Mansfield, 
and  Richard  Pepper  Arden  was  de¬ 
nominated  an  efquire.  He  had  as 
good  a  right  to  the  additions  to  his 
name  as  either  of  thefe,  or  even 
George  Guelph  himfelf.  This  pro- 
cels  did  not  defcribe  him  ;  it  or¬ 
dered  George  Gordon  to  appear  in 
court,  but  did  not  fay,  whether  the 
George  Gordon  fummoned  was  the 
right  honourable  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don,  George  Gordon,  knight,  efquire, 
or  yeoman.  He  knew  four  Lord 
George  Gordons «—  which  of  them 
did  this  procefs  mean  ?  He  knew 
above  a  hundred  gentlemen  of  the 
fame  name,  to  which  of  them  was 
this  procefs  directed  ?  For  thefe  rea- 
fons  he  called  upon  the  court  to  cor- 
reft  their  procefs,  which  he  knew 
was  wrong,  having  as  competent  a 
knowledge  in  the  bufmefs  as  any 
man  in  court.  The  court  informed 
the  noble  lord,  that  in  the  prefent 
Hate  of  the  bufinels  the  addition  was 
unnecefifary,  but  that  in  cafe  of  pro¬ 
cefs  of  outlawry,  then  the  additions 
would  be  efiential  to  the  proceed¬ 
ing.  Lord  George  rofe  and  laid, 
that  unlel's  the  court  called  upon 
him  l?y  his  right  name  and  additions, 

he 
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he  would  not  anfwer ;  and  bowing 
refpeftfully  to  the  bench  and  bar, 
retired. 

On  the  1  ft  of  February  Lord 
George  Gordon  made  another  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  and  took  the  fame  excep¬ 
tions  to  the  fecond  fummons  as  he 
had  to  the  firft.  He  was  interrupt¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  fubmitted 
to  the  court,  that  his  lordftiip  ought 
firft  to  appear ,  before  he  could  be 
heard.  Lord  George  defired  he 
would  ufe  his  eyes ,  and  judge  whether 
he  did  not  appear.  The  court  then 
told  him,  that  formally,  it  was  ne- 
ceftary  that  his  appearance  fhould 
be  recorded  ;  and  his  lordftiip  fay¬ 
ing,  that  he  meant  to  meet  the 
charge  regularly  and  fairly,  the  maf- 
ter  was  ordered  to  record  his  ap¬ 
pearance  to  the  information. 

The  information  was  then  read, 
charging  him  with  inferting  a  libel 
in  the  Public  Advertifer  of  the  22d 
and  24th  of  Auguft,  on  the  queen 
of  France,  refpe&ing  the  affair  of 
Count  Caglioftro,  with  which  in¬ 
formation  his  lordfhip  was  charged 
by  the  clerk  of  the  crown  ;  and  on 
being  alked  whether  he  was  guilty 
or  not  guilty,  he  attempted  to  fhow 
the  court,  that  a  confejfton  ought' 
not  to  be  recorded  ;  and  produced 
lome  cafe  of  adultery.  The  attor¬ 
ney-general  rofe,  and  candidly  fub¬ 
mitted  to  the  court,  that  as  his  lord- 
ftiip  had  voluntarily  appeared,  he 
was  entitled  to  an  imparlance  to 
plead  till  next  term  ;  and  his  iord- 
ftiip  making  no  abje&ioa  to  it,  it 
was  granted  accordingly. 

On  the  25th  of  April  Loid  George 
Gordon  appearing  in  the  court  of 
King's  Bench,  and  being  called  up¬ 
on  to  plead  to  the  feveral  informa¬ 
tions  exhibited  againft  him,  he  de¬ 
fired  to  plead  to  them  feparately  ; 
Vo l.  XX'X. 


but  this  requifition  being  refufed, 
he  pleaded  “  not  guilty”  to  them 
all.  His  lordftiip  was  attended  by 
a  corporal  of  the  guards,  who  car¬ 
ried  his  books  and  papers. 

On  the  26th  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don  again  appeared  in  court.  He 
went  up  to  the  mafter  of  the  crown- 
office,  and  the  fecondary,  and  told 
them,  that  the  court  had  been  wrong 
in  prefling  him  to  plead,  the  day 
before,  to  two  informations,  as  Mr. 
Jones,  of  the  crown-office,  had  only 
ferved  him  with  one  :  however,  he 
would  fpeak  to  the  judges  at  the 
proper  time ;  and  when  the  other 
caules  were  over,  and  the  court  rifl¬ 
ing,  he  addrefled  the  judges,  faying, 
that  yefterday  he  would  not  contend 
with  their  lordftiips,  as  to  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  pleading  guilty  to  two  in¬ 
formations  at  once,  though  he  had 
only  been  ferved  with  one,  becaufe 
the  court  were  his  friends  ;  and  a 
grenadier  having  carried  his  bag, 
gave  occafion  to  one  of  the  counfel- 
lors  privately  to  afk  him,  “  if  he 
came  to  befiege  them  ?”  That  day 
he  had  brought  the  bag  himfelf,  and 
requefted  the  court  to  inform  him, 
if  he  might  fubpeena  one  witnefs, 
and  obtain  the  authority  of  the  court 
to  recover  a  letter  relating  to  the 
firft  information,  as  the  niceft  deli* 
cacy  ought,  to  be  attended  to,  great 
perfonages  only  being  involved  in 
the  caufe  between  the  court  of 
France,  St.  James’s,  and  himfelf. 

The  court  informed  his  lordftiip, 
that  the  trial  being  now  at  ifiue,  the 
delicacy  was  out  of  the  queftion  ; 
and  that  he  might  apply  to  their 
proper  officers  for  whatever  fubpee- 
nas  and  papers  were  neceflary  for 
his  defence. 

On  the  30th  of  April  Lord  George 
Gordon  appeared  in  court,  with  Mr* 
Wilkins  tbe  printer,  who  publiftieU 
[  *he 
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the  papers  charged  upon  his  lord- 
fliip  as  libellous.  The  information 
being  read,  he  pleaded  Not  Guilty. 
Lord  George  took  his  feat  among 
the  king’s  counfel,  and  when  the 
ordinary  bufinefs  of  the  court  was 
concluded,  arofe,  and  addreffed  the 
bench.  His  lordftiip  faid,  he  came 
for  information  ;  that  he  found  by 
the  books,  that  in  all  cafes  where 
informations  were  brought  on  the 
part  of  the  crown,  the  officers  of 
the  crown  only  could  proceed, 
whereas,  in  this  cafe,  not  one  king’s 
counfel  appeared  ;  he  therefore  de- 
fired  to  know,  if  Meffirs.  Baldwin 
and  Law,  who  had  moved  againft 
him,  were  crown  officers ;  or  whe¬ 
ther,  in  cafe  they  were  not,  they 
could  aCl:  by  delegation  from  the 
attorney-general  ?  Mr.  Juftice  Bul- 
ler  anfwered,  they  certainly  could. 
Lord  George  then  informed  the 
court,  that  as  a  perfonal  enmity  was 
harboured  againft  him  by  the  ftie- 
riff,  who,  he  underftood,  was  to 
ftrike  the  pannel  of  the  jury  by 
which  he  was  to  be  tried,  he  hoped 
the  court  would  order  the  pannel  to 
be  ftruck  by  lome  other  officer  of 
the  court.  Mr.  Juftice  Buller  faid, 
his  lordfhip  was  irregular;  that  if 
he  had  any  challenges  to  make,  he 
might  make  them  on  the  trial. 
Lord  George  anfwered,  that  if  the 
fheiiff  ftruck  the  jury,  he  fhouid  cer¬ 
tainly  challenge  the  array  ;  but  his 
wifh  was  to  come  to  trial  upon  fuch 
fair  grounds,  as  not  to  offend  the  jury 
by  challenges.  Mr.  Juftice  Buller 
replied,  that  if  his  lordfhip  had 
any  objection  to  the  ftieriff,  he  muft 
ftate  it  by  affidavit.  Lord  George 
rebutted,  that,  if  called  upon,  he 
was  ready  to  ftate  his  objections  up¬ 
on  oath.  Mr.  Juftice  Buller  fur- 
rebutted,  that  the  jury  was  to  be 
fpecial,  of  courle  the  fheiiff  could 


not  aCt  partially,  as  he  muft  give  in 
a  lift  of  the  freeholders  at  large, 
from  which  forty-eight  being  taken, 
each  party  had  a  right  to  ftrike  out 
twelve.  Lord  George  made  his 
bow,  and  retired. 

Mr.  Wilkins  being  called  to  plead 
to  the  information  of  the  attorney- 
general  againft  him,  for  printing 
the  petition  of  the  prifoners  to  his 
lordfhip  to  prevent  their  banifh- 
ment  to  Botany  Bay,  pleaded  Not 
Guilty. 

On  the  6th  of  June  his  lordfliip 
was  tried  before  Juftice  Buller,  at 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench,  on  this 
information,  for  having  written  and 
publifhed  a  pamphlet,  intitled,  “  A 
Petition  to  Lord  George  Gordon 
from  the  Prifoners  in  Newgate, 
praying  for  bis  Interference,  and 
that  he  would  fecure  their  Liberties, 
by  preventing  them  from  being  fent 
to  Botany  Bay.” — This  ftrange  per¬ 
formance  being  read,  appeared  to 
be  a  farrago  of  vague  reafoning, 
and  abfurd  reference,  interlarded 
with  a  great  number  of  Scripture 
phrafes.  The  paffage  quoted  in  the 
information  was  to  the  following 
purpofe  :  “  At  a  time  when  the 
nations  of  the  earth  endeavour  whol¬ 
ly  to  follow  the  laws  of  God,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  we,  labouring  under 
our  fevere  fentences,  fhould  cry  out 
from  our  dungeons  and  alk  redrefs. 
Some  of  us  are  about  to  fuffer  exe¬ 
cution  without  righteoufnefs,  and 
others  to  be  fent  off  to  a  barbarous 
country.  The  records  of  juftice 
have  been  falfified,  and  the  laws 
profanely  altered  by  men  like  our- 
ielves.  The  bloody  laws  againft  us 
have  been  enforced,  under  a  nomi¬ 
nal  adminiftration,  by  mere  whitened 
walls,  men  who  poffefs  only  the  fhew 
of  juftice,  and  who  have  condemned 
us  to  death  contrary  to  law,  &c.” 

The 
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The  attorney-general  opened  the 
profecution  by  remarking,  that  no¬ 
thing  could  be  more  obvious  than 
the  purpote  tor  which  this  publica¬ 
tion  was  intended.  • —  It  purported 
to  be  an  addrefs  to  Lord  George 
Gordon ;  but,  as  it  would  appear, 
had  been  actually  written  by  him- 
felt,  with  a  view  either  to  raife  a 
tumult  among  the  prifoners  within, 
in  an  endeavour  to  procure  their 
deliverance  ;  or,  by  exciting  the 
compafiion  of  thofe  without,  to 
caufe  a  difturbance,  and  produce  the 
fame  effect.  It  was  now  but  a  few 
years  fince,  he  faid,  without  mean¬ 
ing  any  particular  application  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  that  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  London  had  feen  thofe  ef¬ 
fects  completed,  which  this  pamph¬ 
let  went  to  produce  ;  and  the  con- 
fequences  were  too  well  known  to 
need  a  repetition.  It  included  the 
law  and  the  judges  in  indifcriminate 
abufe  :  he  would  not  contend  for 
abfolute  perfection  in  the  latter  ; 
but  thofe  who  condemned  our  laws, 
fhould  not  refide  under  their  juris¬ 
diction.  The  criminal  law  was  nb 
where  attended  to  with  more  care, 
or  enforced  with  fo  much  lenity. — 
This,  however,  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  prefent  cafe,  as  the  defend¬ 
ant  had  iufHciently  fhewn,  by  his 
condudt,  that  reformation  was  not 
his  objedL 

John  Pitt,  the  turnkey  of  New¬ 
gate,  was  then  called.  He  depofed, 
that  in  the  month  of  December 
laft.  Lord  George  Gordon  had  re¬ 
peatedly  vifited  the  lodge,  and  afked 
to  fee  the  prifoners,  particularly 
thofe  under  fentence  of  death;  which 
requeft  was  often  denied.  On  the 
publication  of  the  pamphlet  in  quef- 
tion,  Lord  George  fent  a  copy  to 
him,  and  others  to  Mr.  Akerman, 
ari  l  Mr.  Villette  the  ordinary.  A 


few  days  after  he  found  a  man  and 
woman  diftributing  them  in  great 
numbers  at  the  door  of  the  prifon. 
In  confequence  of  this,  he  waited 
on  Lord  George,  at  his  houle  in 
Welbeck-ftreet,  and  told  him  that 
there  was  fad  work  about  the  diftri- 
bution  of  the  pamphlet ;  to  which 
his  lordlhip  replied,  “  No  matter, 
let  them  come  on  as  foon  as  they 
pleafe  ;  I  am  ready  for  them.”  He 
then  faw  a  great  number  of  the 
books  in  the  room,  and  took  one  to 
Mr.  Akerman,  at  Lord  George’s 
particular  defire  ;  and  alfo  gave  a 
direction  to  the  refidence  of  thofe 
perfons  who  had  diftributed  the 
pamphlets  in  the  Old  Bailey. 

The  records  of  the  conviction  of 
feveral  perfons  were  then  read  and 
authenticated  ;  and  Mr.  Akerman, 
and  Mr.  Hall,  the  keeper  of  the 
New  Gaol,  Southwark,  were  called, 
lor  the  purpole  of  proving,  that 
there  exifted,  at  the  time,  convicts 
ol  the  fame  defcription  as  thofe 
who  were  fuppofed  to  have  addrefT- 
ed  the  pamphlet  to  the  defendant. 

Lord  George  alked  the  witnefles, 
feverally,  whether  he  had  ever  any 
conference  with  the  perfons  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  record ;  to  which  they 
replied  in  the  negative. 

His  lordfiiip  then  entered  on  his 
defence  ;  which  was  of  a  Itrange 
and  defultory  kind.  A  petty  fraud, 
he  faid,  committed  in  his  own  fa¬ 
mily,  had  firft  drawn  his  attention 
to  the  laws  againtt  felony,  when  he 
found  that  it  conftituted  a  capital 
crime,  though  the  fum  taken  was 
no  more  than  eighteen  pence.  He 
then  entered  into  a  hiftory  of  our 
criminal  law  from  the  time  of  Athel- 
ftan,  for  the  purpofe  of  proving 
that  code,  in  its  prelent  ftate,  to 
be  by  much  too  fanguinary.  This, 
he  faid,  was  a  fubjeCt  which  flruck 
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his  heart.  He  had  communicated 
his  ideas  to  Lord  Mansfield,  and 
to  the  recorder,  who  had  admitted 
their  propriety;  and  to  JudgeGould, 
who  had  defired  him  to  put  his 
thoughts  on  paper.  This  was  all 
he  had  done  in  the  prefent  inftance. 
His  idea  was  only  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  judges,  though  wick¬ 
ed  lawyers  had  attributed  to  him 
another  intention.  He  quoted  the 
aft  of  parliament  for  fending  the  con- 
vifts  to  New  South  Wales,  asa  proof 
that  the  legiflature  thought  with 
him  on  the  fubjeft  :  he  quoted  the 
Gazette  of  laft  Saturday,  as  a  proof 
of  his  majefty’s  attention  to  God’s 
laws*,  which  he  faid  were  direftly 
contrary  to  the  prefent  praftice : 
and  he  allured  the  court,  that,  if 
he  had  time  to  fend  for  his  books, 
he  could  flhew  them  that  every  word 
of  his  pamphlet  was  aftually  in  the 
Bible  !  —  His  lordflhip  complained 
very  much  of  thofe  vexatious  profe- 
cutions  which  were  inftituted  againft 
him.  He  quoted  Blackftone’s  com¬ 
mentaries,  book  iv.  cap.  23.  who 
fays,  that  “  informations  filed  ex 
officio ,  by  the  attorney-general,  are 
proper  only  for  fuch  enormous  mif- 
demeanors  as  peculiarly  tend  to  dis¬ 
turb  or  endanger  the  king’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  in  the  puniflunent  or 
prevention  of  which  a  moment’s  de¬ 
lay  would  be  fatal.”  This,  he  laid, 
had  by  no  means  appeared  in  his  cafe, 
as  one  of  the  informations  againft 
him  had  been  pending  for  ten>  and 
the  other  for  fiiX  months.  This  ex¬ 
traordinary  mode  was  therefore  a 
grievance  on  him,  which  was  not 
juftified,  as  it  appeared,  by  any 
prelfing  neceffity.  He  exhorted 


Judge  Buller  not  to  lofe  the  prefent 
opportunity  of  inftrufting  the  jury 
on  the  difputed  point,  whether  they 
were  to  judge  of  law  as  well  as  of 
faft.  He  then  complained,  that 
fpies  had  been  fet  over  him  by  the 
treafury  for  fevera!  months ;  and 
concluded  with  repeating  his  decla¬ 
ration,  that  his  objeft  had  been  re¬ 
formation,  not  tumult.  His  lord- 
fliip  fpoke  for  upwards  of  an  hour 
and  a  half. 

Judge  Buller,  having  briefly 
fummed  up  the  evidence,  remarked, 
that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
faft  of  the  defendant’s  having  writ¬ 
ten  and  publifhed  the  libel,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  which  he  had  aftually  con- 
fefled.  There  remained,  therefore, 
only  to  determine  whether  the  aver¬ 
ments  in  the  information  were 
equally  true  ;  that  is,  whether  the 
judges  of  the  different  courts,  his 
majefty’s  law  officers,  were  thofe 
alluded  to,  on  which  the  jury  were 
to  determine. 

The  jury,  without  hefitation,  re¬ 
turned  their  verdift  Guilty. 

The  printer,  Thomas  Wilkins, 
was  then  tried,  and  found  Guil¬ 
ty. 

Lord  George  then  prefented  an 
affidavit  for  the  purpofe  of  putting 
olf  his  trial  on  the  lecond  informa¬ 
tion  ;  ftating,  that  he  had  proceed¬ 
ed,  accompanied  by  a  proper  per- 
fon,  to  Mrs.  Fitzherbert’s,  in  order 
to  ferve  her  with  a  fubpcena :  that, 
on  appearing  at  the  door,  he  read 
the  original  fubpcena,  and  at  the 
fame  time  prefented  the  copy  and  a 
{hilling ;  but  was,  together  with 
his  attendant,  turned  out  of  doors 
by  the  fervants:  under  thefe  cir- 


*  Alluding  to  his  majefty’s  proclamation  for  the  encouragement  of  piety  and 
virtue,  and  for  the  preventing  and  punilhing  of  vice,  profaoenefs,  and  imraora- 
lity.—-See  State  Papers  for  this  year. 
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eumftances,  fo  contemptuous  both  to 
the  name  of  the  king  himfelf,  and  his 
“  dearly  beloved  Francis  Bullet  ”  it 
would,  he  was  convinced,  render 
it  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  the 
court  to  potfpone  his  trial  ;  and,  as 
he  confidered  the  virtues  of  the 
judge  equal  to  his  abilities  (both  of 
which  he  admitted  to  be  bright),  he 
trufted  his  integrity  would  dill  re¬ 
main  unfullied,  and  that  the  court 
would  not  proceed  to  try  him  till 
they  had  evinced  their  power  diffi¬ 
dent  to  the  production  of  his  wit- 
neffes,  and  believed  they  would  not 
attempt  to  decide  on  him  till  they 
were  did  enabled  to  do  him  jus¬ 
tice. 

The  attorney  general  faid,  that 
he  could  not  poffibly  allow  the  me¬ 
rits  of  this  affidavit.  The  notice 
of  trial  had  been  given  near  three 
weeks  ago  ;  therefore  an  ineffectual 
attempt  to  ferve  a  fubpqena  but  two 
days  ago,  could  not  form  a  diffident 
claim  to  any  farther  delay.  He 
wiflied  alfo  to  know  to  what  parts 
of  his  defence  the  evidence  of  Mrs.. 
Fitzheibert  would  be  applicable. 

Lord  George  replied,  by  men¬ 
tioning  a  converfation  which,  he 
faid,  he  had  with  Mrs,  Fity,herbei t 
at  Paris  ;  in  relating  which  he  inter¬ 
mingled  fomany  remarks,  too  abfurd 
for  repetition,  that  Judge  Puller  was 
compelled  to  interpofe.  His  lord- 
fhip  was  with  fome  difficulty  filenc- 
ed  ;  and  it  was  then  ordered  that 
the  trial  fhould  proceed. 

The  information  was  then  read  ; 
which  dated,  as  libellous  q.nd  fedi- 
tious,  two  paragraphs  which  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Public  Advertifer,  on 
different  days  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gud  lad,  relating  the  particulars  of 
a  vifit  paid  by  Count  Cagliodro, 
accompanied  by  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don,  to  Monf.  Barthelemy,  the 


French  Charge  des  affaires ,  enlarg¬ 
ing  on  the  merits  and  lufferings  of 
the  count,  and  concluding  with 
fome  fevere  reflections  on  the  French 
queen  as  the  leader  of  a  faCtion, 
and  on  count  d’Adhemar,  the 
French  ambaffador,  and  Monf.  Bar- 
thelemy,  as  the  infidious  agents  of 
the  queen  and  her  party. 

The  attorney  general  opened 
the  cafe,  and  faid,  that  amongd  the 
great  number  of  libellous  papers 
which  the  gentleman  now  before 
the  court  had  publiflied,  it  feemed 
to  be  drange  that  he  fhould  go  fo 
far  out  of  his  way  as  to  libel  the 
French  ambadador,  or  any  gentle¬ 
man  left  in  charge  for  him,  as  it 
could  have  no  view  whatever  but  to 
create  a  mifunderdanding  between 
the  two  courts.  The  characters  of 
gentlemen  reprefenting  their  love- 
reign  were  not  thus  wantonly  to  be 
attacked  j  otherwife  no  man  could 
ever  ferve  as  an  ambadador  from  any 
foreign  court  to  the  court  of  London, 
becaufe  they  would  be  under  theap- 
prehenfion  of  feeing  themlelves  at¬ 
tacked  in  the  public  papers,  and  held 
up  as  bafe  and  infamous  characters, 
without  an  opportunity  of  gaining 
redrefs. 

John  Bolt  was  then  called,  who 
purchafed  two  newlpapers  at  Mr. 
Woodfall’s  office.  Mr.  Woodfall 
lwore  to  the  hand-writing  of  Lord 
George,  Mr.  Frafer,  one  ot  the 
under  fecretaries  of  date,  proved 
the  official  fituation  of  Count  d’Ad¬ 
hemar  and  Monfieur  Barthelemy. 
He  added  alfo,  that  the  abufe  con¬ 
tained  in  fhefe  paragraphs  had  been 
known  and  felt  in  the  capital  of 
France. 

Lord  George  then  put  the  fol¬ 
lowing  quedions  to  Mr.  Frafer : — 
Do  you  know  any  thing  of  d’Adhe- 
mar’s  family  at  Paris  ?  No.— -Don’t 
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you  know  he  is  of  a  very  low  and 
mean  extra&ion  ?  I  do  not.— Don’t 
you  know  that  he  bears  a  bad  cha¬ 
racter  in  Paris  ?  —  The  court  flop¬ 
ped  him  by  obferving,  that  thele 
queflions  tended  to  nothing,  as  the 
count  was  ambaffador  at  this  court. 

Lord  George  then  entered  on  his 
defence  ;  when  he  contented  him- 
felf  with  re-afTerting  and  juflifying 
every  thing  he  had  written.  There 
did,  he  faid,  exift  a  faCtion  in  Paris 
guided  by  the  queen,  and  the  Count 
Caglioftro  had  been  perfecuted  for 
his  adherence  to  the  Cardinal  de 
Rohan  ;  and  although  he  had  been 
acquitted  by  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
yet  d’Adhemar  continued  to  publifh 
bafe,  falfe,  and  infamous  paragraphs 
about  him  in  the  papers,  particularly 
in  the  Courier  de  /’  Europe,  a  paper  in 
French,  publifhed  in  London  under 
the  immediate  patronage  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  count  d’  Adhemar.  Cag- 
lioflro,  therefore,  threw  himfelf  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  his  lordfhip,  to 
extend  what  influence  he  might  have 
in  his  favour  in  this  country.  Count 
d’Adhemar,  he  proceeded  to  fay, 
was  a  low  man,  of  no  family  ;  but, 
being  plaufible  and  clever,  had 
puflied  himfelf  forward  to  the  no¬ 
tice  of  men  in  authority ;  in  fhort, 
faid  his  lordfhip,  whatever  Jenkin- 
fon  is  in  Britain,  d’Adhemar  is  in 
France.  His  lordfhip  then  proceed¬ 
ed  to  fpeak  of  the  queen  of  France 
in  the  moft  improper  manner,  but 
was  flopped  by  the  interference  of 
the  court. 

The  attorney-general  obferved, 
that  his  lordfhip  was  a  difgrace  to 
the  name  of  a  Briton. 

Lord  George  then  continued,  and 
faid,  that  it  was  in  order  to  have 
tfoefe  bafe  paragraphs  explained, 
that  his  lordfhip,  with  Count  Cagli- 
oflro,  had  waited  on  the  French  am- 


baffador,  where  not  receiving  the 
information  they  expeCted,  the  pa- 
ragraph  in  queflion  was  written  and 
publifhed.  He  therefore  contended 
it  was  no  libel,  as  it  contained  no¬ 
thing  but  truth  in  favour  of  Count 
Caglioflro,  who  had  as  much  right 
to  the  protection  of  the  laws  as 
Count  d’Adhemar,  or  any  other  fo¬ 
reigner. 

After  a  fhort  charge  from  the 
judge,  the  jurv  inflantly  returned 
their  verdict.  Guilty. 

The  counfel  for  the  profecutioo 
were  the  attorney  and  folicitor  ge¬ 
nerals,  MefTrs.  Erfkine,  Bearcroft, 
Baldwin,  and  Law.  On  the  other 
fide  Lord  George  flood  alone,  and 
pleaded  his  poverty  as  an  excufe 
for  having  neither  advocate  nor  fo- 
licitor. 

Before  the  time  appointed  for  re¬ 
ceiving  judgment,  his  lordfhip  went 
to  Holland*  VVhjlfl  at  Amfterdam 
he  received  the  following  orders 
from  the  burgomaflers  of  that  place  : 
“  My  Lord  George  Gordon ,  by  order 
of  the  high  e fee  vied  lords  the  burgo- 
viafers  of  Am  ft  er dam,  you  are  to  leave 
this  city  within  the  fence  of  twenty- 
four  hours.  Signed  Tellier,  fhe~ 
rijf's  officer  A 

In  confequence  of  the  above  no¬ 
tice,  Loid  George  Gordon  left  Hol¬ 
land  and  returned  to  England  ;  and 
on  the  7th  of  December  was  ap¬ 
prehended  at  Birmingham,  by  Mr. 
Macmanus,  on  a  warrant  from  Judge 
Bulier,  for  a  contempt  of  court.  It 
appeared  that  he  had  lived  at  Bir¬ 
mingham  ever  fince  Augufl,  con- 
verfing  with  nobody  but  the  Jews, 
whofe  mode  of  drefs  and  manners 
he  had  affumed,  and  to  whofe  reli¬ 
gion,  it  is  faid,  he  had  profeffed 
himfelf  a  profelyte.  He  was  imme¬ 
diately  brought  up  to  London,  and 
a  few  days  afterwards,  by  a  general 
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habeas  corpus,  moved  for  by  the 
crown,  was  committed  to  the  maf- 
ter’s  fide  of  Newgate. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1788, 
his  lordfhip  was  brought  before  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench  to  receive 
judgment ;  and  the  court  having 
heard  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Dallas 
on  behalf  of  his  Lord/hip,  and  the 
attorney-general  in  reply,  Mr.  Juf- 
tice  Afhhurfl  delivered  the  fentence 
of  the  court  as  follows  : — “  George 
Gordon,  commonly  called  Lord 
George  Gordon,  you  have  been 
tried  and  found  guilty,  on  very  clear 
evidence,  of  publishing  two  very 
fcandalous  and  very  feditious  libels ; 
the  one  intitled  The  Petition  of  the 
Prifoners,  the  other  published  as  a 
paragraph  in  the  Public  Advertifer. 
The  firft  of  thefe  libels  is  addrefled 
to  yourfelf,  is  merely  fitfitjous,  of 
vour  own  fabrication,  and  is  mani- 
teftly  calculated  to  excite  infurrec- 
tion,  dilcontent,  and  fedition,  among 
the  prifoners  confined  under  fentence 
of  death  or  tranfportation,  and  to 
propagate  in  the  minds  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fubjefts  a  hatied,  contempt, 
and  abhorrence  of  the  criminal  laws 
of  this  country,  of  all  others  the  moll 
famed  for  lenity,  and  to  traduce  thole 
who  are  entrufted  with  the  adminil- 
tration  of  them.  In  the  other,  you  at¬ 
tempt  to  afperfe  the  character  of  her 
Moll  Chriftian  majefty  the  queen  of 
Fiance,  and  Monf.  Barthelemy,  as 
being  the  inftrument  of  a  faction. 
It  would  be  doing  you  too  much 
honour  to  read  in  public  thefe  libels, 
and  particularly  the  fcurrilous  lan¬ 
guage  and  low  abufe  in  the  prifo¬ 
ners  petition.  It  were  to  be  willied 
you  would  make  a  better  uie  of  your 
leading  in  the  Bible,  and  not  life 
h  1  feripture  ftvle  and  pbrafe  for  the 
v.  icked  purpole  of  promoting  mutiny 
and  iedition,  and  to  undeimine  the 


laws  of  your  country.  If  you  were 
to  read  the  facred  feriptures  to  any 
good  purpofe,  you  would  find,  thar 
one  great  end  of  religion  is  to  pro¬ 
mote  peace  and  harmony,  to  teach 
men  lubmifiion  to  government,  and 
obedience  to  the  law.  And  it  will 
be  of  great  advantage  to  the  public, 
as  well  as  to  yourlelf,  to  learn  to 
govern  your  own  piadtice  agreeably 
to  its  precepts  One  is  forry  that 
you,  defeended  of  an  illuftrious  line 
of  anceftry,  iTiould  have  fo  much 
difhonouied  your  family,  by  devi¬ 
ating  from  thole  rules,  the  obferva- 
tion  of  which  induced  their  fove- 
reigns  at  firft  to  confer  titles  of  dif- 
tindlion  on  your  anceftors  ;  and  that 
you  fhould  prefer  the  mean  ambi¬ 
tion  of  being  popular  among  thieves 
and  pickpockets,  and  to  fland  as  the 
champion  of  mifehief,  anarchv,  and 
contulion.  As  to  that  part  which 
refledls  on  the  judges,  they  them- 
felves  would  pals  it  over  with  that 
contempt  which  it  deferves  j  but  it 
highly  concerns  the  good  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  that  the  dignity  of  the  law, 
and  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
fiiould  be  maintained  againft  the ie 
attempts  of  ill-minded  people,  who 
endeavour  to  bring  them  into  con¬ 
tempt.  By  endeavouring  t®  afperfe 
thole  who  are  entrulled  with  the  ad¬ 
miniftration  of  the  laws,  they  at  fall 
are  apt  to  bring  the  law  itfelf  into 
contempt,  and  to  lap  and  undermine 
the  foundation  of  all  government. 
With  regard  to  the  fecond  of  thefe 
libels,  it  appears  to  be  written  with 
the  fame  lpirit  of  malevolence  and 
wicked  intention,  *  Every  good  man 
is  happy  to  fee  peace  and  tranquilli¬ 
ty  again  reftored  to  this  kingdom, 
attcr  having  been  engaged  for  a 
long  time  in  a  feene  of  wars  with 
France  and  other  powers.  It  has 
been  the  bufinefs  of  perfons  in 
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this  country  to  cement  a  friendly 
intercourfe  with  the  two  nations  by 
making  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and 
by  that  means  to  obliterate  the  traces 
of  former  enmity.  This  you  could 
not  behold  with  fatisfadtion,  and 
therefore,  as  far  as  in  you  lay,  you 
have  endeavoured  to  rekindle  ani- 
mofities  between  the  two  nations, 
by  perfonal  abufe  on  the  fovereign 
of  one  of  them  You  have  fuppoled 
the  queen  to  be  the  head  of  a  party, 
who  had  conduced  themfelves  op^- 
preflively  and  tyrannically  towards 
Count  Caglioftro,  who  was  fuppofed 
to  be  guilty  of  crimes  which  made 
himfelf  obnoxious  to  the  laws  of  his 
country.  This  was  a  high  degree 
of  infult  on  her  Moft  Chriftian  raa- 
jefty,  and  it  was  highly  necefiary 
to  reprefs  an  offence  of  fo  dangerous 
a  nature.  Other  nations,  who  do 
not  know  how  liberty,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  liberty  of  the  prels,  may 
be  perverted  in  the  hands  of  de- 
figning  men,  could  not  believe  that 
luch  wicked  publications  could  go 
forth  without  the  connivance  of  the 
ftate  where  they  were  published  ; 
and  v/ell  might  they  think  fo,  were 
not  the  author  dragged  forth  into 
public  punifbment.  ft  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  law  to  induce  a  man  to 
the  performance  of  virtuous  and 
praife-worthy  adlions,  to  promote 
the  happinefs  of  his  country  and  the 
good  of  his  fellow-creatures ;  but 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  laws  to  re- 
ftrain  him  for  a  time  of  that  liberty 
which  be  has  grofsly  abufed.  And 
we  fhould  ill  difcharge  that  truft 
which  is  ccpimitted  to  us,  if  we 
were  not  to  fecure  the  peace  of  the 
public,  by  imprifoning  you  for  a 
certain  time;  and  whatever  our  own 
feelings  may  be  for  your  fituation, 
we  fliould  be  criminal  if  we  were 
to  give  way  too  much  to  thofe  feel¬ 


ings.  Your  crime  confifting  of  two 
parts,  the  forms  of  law  require  a 
feparate  and  diftindt  judgment ;  and 
you  being  brought  into  this  court 
in  the  cuftody  of  the  keeper  of 
Newgate,  in  virtue  of  a  rule  of 
this  court ;  and  being  convicted  of 
compofing  and  publifhing  a  fcanda- 
lous  paper,  called  “  The  Frifoners 
Petition,”  and  other  fcandals  j  this 
court  does  order  and  adjudge,  that 
for  your  offence  aforefaid  you  be 
imprifoned  in  his  majefty’s  gaol  of 
Newgate  for  three  years,  and  be 
immediately  remanded  back  to  New¬ 
gate,  in  execution  of  the  judgment 
aforefaid.  And  being  convicted  of 
trefpaffes,  contempts,  and  mifde- 
meanors  againft  the  royal  confort  of 
his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty,  and 
Monf.  Barthelemy,  this  court  does 
order  and  adjudge  you  to  be  fined 
in  500I.  and  to  be  further  impri¬ 
foned  in  Newgate  for  the  fpace  of 
two  years,  from  and  after  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  aforefaid  judgment  ; 
and  that  you  give  fecurity  for  four¬ 
teen  years  good  behaviour,  your- 
fe)f  in  10,000!.  and  each  of  your 
fureties  in  2,500!.” 


The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Letter 
of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Howard,  ad- 
dr  e  fed  to  the  Subfcrihers  for  erect¬ 
ing  a  Statute  to  that  Gentleman  s 
Memory,  and  towards  the  Form  ac¬ 
tion  of  a  Fund ,  to  be  called  The 
Howardian  fund,  and  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  relief  Of  Prifoners . 

“  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

OU  are  entitled  to  all  the 
gratitude  I  can  exprefs  for 
the  teftimony  of  approbation  you 
have  intended  me,  and  I  am  truly 
fenfible  of  the  honour  done  me ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  you  muff  per¬ 
mit 
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mit  me  to  inform  you,  that  l  cannot 
without  violating  all  my  feelings, 
conient  to  it,  and  that  the  execution 
of  your  dedgn  would  be  a  cruel  pu- 
nidiment  to  me.  It  is  therefore  my 
earned  requed,  that  thofe  friends 
who  wifh  my  happmefs  and  future 
comfort  in  life,  would  withdraw 
their  names  from  the  fubfcription, 
and  that  the  execution  of  your  de¬ 
sign  may  be  laid  afide  for  ever. 

“  I  fhall  always  think  the  re¬ 
forms  now  going  on  in  feveral  of 
the  gaols  ot .  th's  kingdom,  and 
which  I  hope  will  become  genera), 
the  greatelt  honour  and  the  mod 
ample  reward  I  can  poffibly  re¬ 
ceive. 

“  I  mud  further  inform  you,  that 
I  cannot  permit  the  fund,  which  in 
my  abfence,  and  without  my  con- 
fent,  hath  been  called  the  Howard¬ 
ian  fund,  to  go  in  future  by  that 
name  ;  and  that  I  will  have  no  con¬ 
cern  in  the  diipofai  of  the  money 
fubfcribed  ;  my  dtuation  and  vari¬ 
ous  purfuits  rendering  it  impoflible 
for  me  iq  pay  any  attention  to  luch 
a  genet al  plan,  which  can  only  be 
carried  into  due  effect  in  particular 
diftri&s,  by  a  condant  attention  and 
a  condant  rehdence. 

I  am, 

My  lords  and  gentlemen. 

Your  obliged  and  faithful  humble 
fervant, 

John  Howard.” 

London,  Feb.  1 6. 


Feb.  7,  1787.  Report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Shopkeepers ,  relative  to 
the  7  ax  on  Retail  Shops. 

i ft.*"  HAT, from  their  continued 

and  unvaried  experience, 
as  well  as  from  the  mod  minute  en¬ 
quiry,  the  tax  on  retail  fhops  is  in¬ 


deed  a  perfonal  tax  on  fhopkeepers. 
What  they  advanced  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  as  theory  is 
now  confirmed  in  practice  ;  from  fuch 
premites  they  hold  t  hern  fe  Ives  war¬ 
ranted  in  averting,  that  the  retail 
trader  has  not,  in  any  indance  what¬ 
ever,  been  able  to  make  an  advance 
on  his  commodity  to  reimburfe  him 
the  diop-tax. 

2d,  That,  from  their  invediga- 
tion,  the  relief  held  out  by  the  new 
ftiop  tax  a£t  has  not  had  any  bene¬ 
ficial  effedt  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis ;  for  as  that  bill  never 
held  out  any  afiidance  to  the  per- 
fons  more  eipecially  aggrieved  by 
the  tax,  who  were  the  high-rented 
houiekeepers,  whild  it  was  an  ad- 
miffion  of  the  principle  of  perfonal 
taxation,  it  has  a  tendency  to  ren¬ 
der  the  fhop-tax  more  burthenfome 
to  them,  and  to  appear  like  a  fine 
and  ftigma  on  the  city  of  London 
and  its  environs. 

3d,  That  cafes  have  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  committee,  of  fhopkeepers 
fo  reduced  and  didreded  by  the  load 
of  perfonal  taxation,  as  to  be  obliged 
to  quit  their  fituation  in  public 
dreets,  and  retire,  ruined  and  dil- 
trefled,  into  obfeure  parts  of  this 
metropolis  amidd  penury  and  want, 
while  their  houfes  and  .{hops  have 
been  occupied  by  fictitious  traders, 
under  the  appellation  of  wholefale 
dealers,  iaCtors,  or  warehoufemen, 
or  fallen  to  the  fhare  of  gamblers 
under  the  denomination  of  lottery- 
office- keepers,  to  the  injury  of  the 
real  trader,  to  the  difhonour  of  the 
dignity  of  the  metropolis,  and  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  revenue  of  the 
date. 

4th,  That  the  committee,  having 
fatisfied  themlelves  in  retpeCt  to  the 
operation  of  the  tax  on  the  part  of 
the  fhopkeep*rs,  have  al.i'o  taken 

into 


into  confederation  the  benefit  the 
(late  is  likely  to  receive  therefrom, 
and  find  that  it  mud  be  unproduc¬ 
tive  to  a  confiderable  degree  ;  but 
the  committee  are  not  able  to  ftate 
the  precife  fum  deficient,  from  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  obftruCtions  thrown  in 
their  way,  of  obtaining  informa¬ 
tion. 

5th,  That  the  committee  are  in¬ 
formed,  in  order  to  make  up  the 
alarming  deficiency  in  the  grofs 
amount  of  the  fhop-tax,  the  furvey- 
ors  and  infpeCtors  have  iurcharged 
the  fhop-tax  on  many  defcriptions 
of  perfons  not  originally  charged  to 
it,  publicans  and  manufacturers  of 
different  articles  ;  which  conduct  of 
the  officers  under  government,  whilft 
it  gives  no  relief  to  the  high-rented 
houfekeeper  already  afTeffed  to  the 
{hop-tax,  will  caufe  it  to  be  held  up 
to  the  public  as  a  larger  objeCl  of 
revenue. 

6th,  This  committee  further  re¬ 
port,  “  That  they  have  received 
many  propofitions  for  new  taxes, 
which  have  been  ftated  to  them  as 
much  more  productive,  and  much 
lefs  objectionable,  than  the  fhop- 
tax,  and  that  fuch  taxes  might  be 
impofed  is  apparent ;  but  this  com¬ 
mittee  have  held  it  their  duty,  as 
conftituted  for  a  fpeciai  purpofe, 
that  of  obtaining  a  repeal  of  the 
{hop-tax  alone,  not  to  intrude  new 
plans  upon  his  majefty’s  minifters, 
nor  to  prefume  to  give  their  opi¬ 
nion  on  fubjeCts  it  might  be  urged 
they  were  incompetent  to.” 

7th,  The  committee  report  it  as 
their  opinion,  “  That  the  conftant 
uniform  oppofition  of  the  fhopkeep- 
ers  to  the  {hop-tax  is  not  founded  on 
party,  or  a  defire  to  refift  the  laws 
of  the  land  ;  but  ftands  on  a  fupe- 
rior  bafis,  and  is  a  claim  on  the 
juft  ice  of  the  legifiature.” 


1787. 

W.  Seymour, 

Jof.  Stafford, 

Jn.  Ratray, 

Thos.  Denham, 
J.  Philips, 

Francis  Thompfon, Geo.  Van  Neun- 
T.  J.  Lawrence,  burg, 

David  Jennings,  William  Nan- 

Thomas  Vallance,  fon, 

John  Maberly,  Jacob  Bird. 

Guildhall,  7th  Feb.  1787, 

AT  a  very  numerous  and  relpec- 
tabfe  meeting  of'  the  retail  iliop- 
keepers  of  the  cities  of  London  and 
Weftminfter,  the  borough  of  South¬ 
wark,  and  parts  adjacent,  for  the 
purpofe  of  conferring  with  the  re- 
prelentatives  of  the  various  diftriCts 
of  the  metropolis,  upon  the  rnoft  ef¬ 
fectual  meafures  to  obtain  a  repeal 
of  the  fhop-tax. 

Mr.  Jennings,  of  Fenchurch- 
flreet,  in  the  chair. 

The  following  refolutions  were 
carried  unanimoufly  : 

Refolved, 

1  ft.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
meeting,  founded  on  the  Yeport  of 
their  committee,  and  from  near  two 
years  experience  of  the  operation  of 
the  fhop-tax,  that  it  is  a  grievance 
of  a  very  heavy  and  alarming  na- 
ture,  and  luch  as  demands  every 
legal  and  fpirited  exertion  on  the 
part  of  the  fhopkeepers  to  obtain 
red  refs. 

2d,  That  the  partiality  of  the 
fhop-tax,  though  feverely  felt  by 
large  towns  and  cities,  is  more  evi¬ 
dently  burthenfome  upon  the  inha¬ 
bitants  ot  the  metropolis,  where  the 
ihopkeeper  is  compelled  to  ftand  at 
an  enormous  rent,  as  the  primary 
ftep  to  obtain  fubfiftence. 

3d,  That  the  evidence  delivered 
at  the  bar  ot  the  houfe  of  commons, 
proving  the  tax  to  be  a  perfonai 

impoft, 
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Thos.  Skinner, 
Janies  Palmer, 
James  Bate, 
William  Stock, 
Jo.  Nodin, 
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import,  ftands  uncontroverted  upon 
the  records  of  that  honourable  houle ; 
and  the  further  experience  of  a  year 
renders  that  teftimony  incontrovert¬ 
ible. 

4th,  That  the  continued  and  m- 
creafing  unpopularity  of  this  tax 
arifes  not  from  any  party  clamours 
of  perfonal  attachments,  but  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  higher  motives,  the  par- 

•  ■  -  1  t 

tiahty  and  evil  tendency  cr  its  prin¬ 
ciples. 

5th,  That,  the  tax  being  proved 
perfonal  upon  the  trader,  the  right 
honourable  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  is  called  upon,  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  fhopkeepers,  for  fub- 
rtantial  juftice,  by  the  repeal  of  a 
tax,  from  which  he  himfelf  declared, 
could  it  be  proved  perfonal,  the  fhop¬ 
keepers  were  entitled  to  relief. 

6th,  That  this  meeting,  appre¬ 
hending  the  piincipai  obftacle  to 
their  having  hitherto  obtained  re¬ 
lief,  has  been  the  difference  of  litu* 
ation  between  the  members  ^of  the 
legirtation  impofing  this  tax,  and 
the  fhopkeepers  who  were  the  ob - 
jefii  of  it,  are  defirous  that  their 
reprefentatives  in  parliament  fliould 
be  put  into  pofTefTion  of  every  infor¬ 
mation  it  is  in  the  power  of  this 
meeting  to  communicate,  refpedbng 
the  opprefiion  of  this  tax 

71b,  T  hat  the  number  of  petitions 
which  were  presented  to  the  houle 
of  commons  laft  fefiion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  render  it  unneceffiiry  to  adopt 
t^e  mode  of  proceeding  by  petition 
at  this  period,  the  principle  of  the 
fax  being  in  no  relpedt  altered  ; 
more  efpeciaMy  as  the  honouiable 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
now  prefent  are  confidered  as  pledg¬ 
ed  to  fupport  the  caule  of  the  fhop¬ 
keepers,  and  are  in  pofleflion  of  the 
ienti'ments  ot  this  meeting  to  en¬ 
force  their  cafe. 


8th,  That  John  Sawbridge,  Efq. 
and  Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  Knt.  the 
fenior  aldermen,  reprefentatives  of 
the  city  of  London,  having  agitated 
the  repeal  of  the  ihop-tax  in  the 
lart  fertion  of  parliament,  this  meet¬ 
ing,  out  of  relpedt  to  the  fenior  re- 
piefentative  for  the  city  of  Weft- 
xninfter,  judge  it  their  duty  to  re- 
queft  the  Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Fox  to 
move  in  his  place  the  repeal  of  the 
adts  of  the  25th  and  26th  of  Geo. 
III.  laying  a  duty  on  retail  fhops, 
unlefs  the  right  honourable  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  at  length 
convinced  of  the  hardships  the  fhop¬ 
keepers  already  labour  under,  fliail 
himlelf  come  forward  with  a  propo- 
fition  for  their ‘relief. 

9th,  That  the  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 
Fox,  whom  this  meeting  requefts  to 
move  the  repeal  of  the  adt,  as  well 
as  all  the  members  attending  this 
meeting,  be  requefted  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  the  committee  luch  informa¬ 
tion  as  they  receive  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  touching  the  beft  mode 
of  obtaining  the  repeal  ;  and  the 
committee  diredled  to  continue 
to  aflift  the  reprefentatives  in  par¬ 
liament  with  luch  fadts  from  the 
fhopkeepers,  as  they  rtiall  think  may 
ffrengthen  their  caufe. 

10th,  That  this  meeting  are  duly 
lenfible  of  the  exeitions  of  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  ot 
this  city,  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  a 
tax  fo  detiimental  to  the  city  of 
London  ;  and  delire  this  committee 
to  attend  the  next  court,  with  the 
thanks  of  this  meeting,  as  well  as 
to  affure  the  court,  they  rtiall  be 
ready  at  all  times  to  co-operate  with 
the  committee  of  the  corporation, 
in  meafures  neceflary  to  be  adopted 
in  purfuit  of  this  objcdL 

11th,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  given  to  the  ten  repre¬ 
fentatives 
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fentatives  in  parliament,  for  their 
attendance  upon  this  occafton,  and 
tor  their  afluranees  of  fupport,  in  a 
caufe  lo  highly  interefting  to  their 
conftituents. 

1 2th,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  returned  to  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  the  lord  mayor,  for  his 
grant  of  the  ufe  of  Guildhall,  for 
the  purpofe  of  a  general  affembly 
of  the  fliopkeepers,  and  for  the  dif- 
pofition  he  has  fhewn  to  af&ft  their 
endeavours  to  obtain  relief. 

The  chairman  having  quitted  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Deputy  Birch  being 
placed  therein,  Mr.  Gould  moved 
the  following  refolutions  : 

1 3 t|j.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  given  to  Mr.  Alderman 
Skinner,  and  the  committee,  for  the 
unremitting  xeal,  perfeverance,  and 
attention,  which  they  have  difplay- 
ed  in  the  courfe  of  two  years  en¬ 
deavours  to  ferve  the  fliopkeepers  of 
the  metropolis. 

14th,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  given  to  the  chairman, 
for  his  prudent,  candid,  and  atten¬ 
tive  conduct  of  the  bufinefs  of  this 

day-  ,  .  ,  ■ .  ' 

Mr.  Jennings  then  reluming  the 

chair,  it  was  refoived, 

15th,  That  the  refolutions  of  this 
meeting  be  advertifed  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  papers,  figned  by 
the  chairman, 

David  Jennings,  Chairman. 


Some  Account  of  the  Lofs  of  the  Hart¬ 
well  Eaft-  iruhaman. 

THIS  unfortunate  event  took 
place  near  the  ifland  of  Bona 
Vifta,  by  the  Chip  ftriking  upon  a 
reef  of  proje&ing  rocks ;  and  was 
occasioned  by  the  mutinous  beha¬ 
viour  of  the  crew,  over  whom  all 
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command  was  at  an  end  from  the 
20th  to  the  24th  of  May,  the  day 
on  which  flie  was  wrecked. 

The  mutinous  difpofition  of  the 
Hartwell’s  crew  manifefted  itfelf 
very  loon  after  they  failed  from  Eng¬ 
land,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  occa- 
fioned  by  a  piratical  inclination  t® 
poffefs  themfelves  of  a  very  large 
quantity  of  fpecie  that  was  on  board, 
for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  teas  at 
the  place  of  deftination. 

The  captain  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  fhip  s  company  had  the  good 
fortune  to  fave  themfelves  on  a  reef 
of  rocks,  three  leagues  north-eaft  of 
Bona  Vifta. 

Mr.  Jackfon  and  one  of  the  mates, 
with  the  remainder  of  the  crew,  ar¬ 
rived,  after  beating  about  for  fix- 
teen  days,  much  fatigued,  in  a  ftate 
approaching  famine,  at  St.  Vin¬ 
cent’s. 

Captain  Fiott  arrived  in  town  on 
Saturday  the  11th,  in  a  Portuguele 
veflel,  which  he  had  hired  for  the 
purpofe  of  coming  to  England,  with 
his  purfer,  fome  other  officers,  and 
a  part  of  the  crew.  Mr.  Crifti  the 
third  mate,  an,d  the  fixth  mate,  re¬ 
main  at  Bona  Vifta,  where  the  mu¬ 
tineers  are  kept  in  fafe  cuftody  by 
the  Fortuguefe,  till  an  opportunity 
offers  of  conveying  them  to  Eng¬ 
land.  Hie  value  of  the  property 
on  board  the  Hartweli  was  very 
large. 

On  the  firft  beginning  of  the  mu¬ 
tiny,  the  chief  mate,  Mr.  Charles 
Chriftie,  went  forward  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  fecuring  one  of  the  ringlea¬ 
ders,  who  inftantly  drew  a  knife  fioni 
his  pocket,  and  attempted  to  ftab 
him  ;  luckily,  through  the  activity 
of  the  mate,  he  avoided  the  blow, 
or  he  mull  inevitably  have  been 
killed,  as  the  knife  went  through 
his  waiftcoat  ;  in  this  fituation  find- 


quence. 
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ing  the  mutiny  ftill  increafe,  Captain  was  the  intention  of  the  mutineers  to 
Fiott  faw  there  was  no  other  remedy  have  murdered  the  captain,  and  have 
than  for  him  to  rifk  every  thing  ;  thrown  him,  with  about  eight-and- 
and  with  that  fpirit  and  rclolution  twenty  more,  overboard,  that  they 
worthy  the  high  charge  entrufted  to  might  make  themfelves  matters  of  the 
his  care,  he  went  forward  himfelf  {hip,  and  rob  her  of  the  fpecie  ihe 
among  all  the  mutineers  with  a  had  on  board  ;  which  attempt  was  to 
brace  of  piftols  in  his  hands,  and  have  been  made  the  night  after,  had 
brought  the  culprit  aft,  who  had  fo  {he  not  been  loft  in  the  morning  ! 
daringly  attempted  the  life  of  his  Thus  ended  the  fate  of  one  of  the 
chief  officer,  and,  with  the  affiftance  fineft  fhips  that  was  ever  built  for 
of  his  officers,  put  him  inftantly  in  the  company’s  fervice  j  and  a  lofs  to 
irons  ;  during  which  the  villain  drew  the  public  of  near  i  Jo.oool.  occa- 
another  knife  that  he  had  concealed,  fioned  by  the  want  of  fubordination 
and  made  a  fecond  attempt  to  ftab  and  difcipline,  fo  very  neceffiary  in 
the  chief  mate,  and  nearly  accom-  {hips  of  that  magnitude  and  confe- 
plifhed  his  bloody  fcheme  on  the 
boatfwain,  who  was  helping  to  fecure 
him. 

A  letter  was  after  this  prefented 
to  Captain  Fiott,  figned  with  above 
ftxty  names,  couched  in  the  mod  abu- 
five  language,  infilling  on  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  man  in  irons  ;  and 
threatening  the  captain,  if  he  did  not 
inftantly  comply  with  their  requeft, 
that  they  would  releafe  him  by 
force. 

Captain  Fiott  and  his  officers  were  ftand,  gentlemen,  is  entirely  con- 
unanimous  in  their  opinions  not  to  re-  formable  to  the  articles  announced 
leafe  him  ;  the  mutiny  ftill  increafed,  in  the  laft  memorial  *  of  M.  de 
and  for  three  days  and  nights  before  Thulemeyer. 

the  lofs  they  were  under  the  necef-  44  All  the  other  members,  dates 
ftty  eonftantly  to  remain  armed  upon  of  the  province,  are  ready  to  give 
deck  ;  and  even  then,  in  order  to  this  fatisfedlion,  and  are  in  expec- 
keep  the  mutineers  from  coming  aft,  tation  of  your  concurrence.  The 
two  of  the  quarter  deck  guns  were  moment  that  you  have  confented, 
obliged  to  be  loaded  with  grape  {hot,  by  your  deputies  to  the  ftates,  1 
and  pointed  forwards.  Fortunately  {hall  confider  my  commiffion  as  ter- 
for  the  captain,  all  his  officers,  and  minated,  and  the  king’s  troops  will 
fome  few  others  to  whom  he  en-  immediately  quit  the  neighbourhood 
trufted  fire  arms,  ftood  by  him  with  of  your  town,  and  the  adjacent 
a  fpirit  which  merits  every  encomi-  places.  You  know  too  well,  gen¬ 
ual,  and  from  their  perfeverance  tlemen,  the  fentiments  of  her  royal 
and  unanimity  only  was  his  life,  with  highnels  the  princefs  of  Orange,  to 
many  of  their  own,  preferved.  Since  doubt  that  {lie  would  rather  pals 
the  lofs,  it  has  been  dilcovered  it  over  many  things,  than  expofe 


Letter  from  the  Duke  o/Brunfwick, 
delivered  to  the  four  Conwii[faries 
of  the  Povon  of  Amfterdam,  •who 
•were  fent  to  his  Highnefs  to  agree 
on  the  Satisfaction  to  be  given  to  the 
Princefs  of  Orange. 

TH  E  fatisfaflion  which  his 
Pruffian  majefty  demands 
his  right,  as  you  mnft  under-. 


M 


as 


See  the  State  Papers  for  this  year. 


your 
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your  town  to  troublefome  inconve¬ 
niences. 

Charles,  reigning  duke  of 
Brunfwick  Lunenburgh.” 
Leumuyden,  Sept.  27,  1 787. 

After  the  Return  of  the  four  Commif- 
fariesy  the  Town  Council  fent  two 
Magi jlr ate s  to  the  Hague,  to  offer 
to  give  her  Royal  Highnefs  a  parti¬ 
cular  Satisfaction  y  fuch  as  the  four 
Cotnmijfaries  had  propofed  in  a  Plan 
to  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  ;  but  it 
appears  by  the  following  Note ,  fent 
to  the  Town  Council ',  that  the  Duke 
only  granted  an  Armijiice  of  twenty  - 
four  hours. 

w 

“  I  regard  the  truce  as  expired 
this  evening  between  feven  and 
eight  o’clock,  the  time  when  mef* 
fieurs  the  deputies  will  be  returned 
to  Amfterdam.  I  am  firmly  re- 
lolved  to  proceed  in  the  execution 
of  my  orders,  unlefs  1  receive  a  let- 
ter  from  her  royal  highnefs  the  prin- 
cefs  of  Orange,  by  which  fihe  de¬ 
notes,  that  fihe  defires  no  farther  fa- 
tisfadtion,  and  intercedes  to  recall 
the  troops. 

Charles,  reigning  duke  of 
Brunfwick  Lunenburgh,” 
Sept.  30,  1787. 


Articles  of  Capitulation,  figned  by  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick  on  one  Part , 
and  Dedel,  B.  Elias  Arnold,  and 
Beiker,  on  the  other ,  previous  to 
his  Serene  Highnefs  taking  pofjejjijn 
of  Amderdam. 

1 .  A  Detachment  of  the  king’s 
troops,  confiding  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  ten  chaf- 
feurs,  and  four  orderly  huflars,  final  1 
occupy  the  Leyden  gate  ;  and  two 
pieces  of  artillery  final  1  be  placed 
within  cannon-diot  of  that  gate. 


2.  Two  battalions  with  chafteurs 
fhail  be  polled  at  Overtoom. 

3.  In  order  to  avoid  giving  occa- 
fion  for  any  didurbances,  none  of 
the  king’s  troops,  fihall  enter  the 
city  without  the  previous  concur¬ 
rence  of  the  magidrate. 

4.  The  burgomaders  and  city 
council  fihall  take  the  mod  effedtual 
meafures  for  fecuring  the  fluices  at 
the  Haerlem  and  Muyden  gates. 

5.  Legal  information  fihall  be 
given  daily  to  his  ferene  highnefs  of 
the  progrefs  made  in  carrying  into 
execution  the  refolutions  of  the  dates, 
to  which  the  town  of  Am-derdam  has 
already  acceded. 

6.  Monf.  de  Haaren,  the  Pruffian 
commiffary,  fihall  be  informed  of 
every  thing  relative  to  the  difarm¬ 
ing,  in  order  to  report  an  exadt  ac¬ 
count  of  it. 

Done  at  Overtoom,  the  10th  of 
Odtober,  1787. 

(Signed)  Dedel,  B. 

Elias  Arnolde, 
Beiker. 

Charl  es,  W.  F. 

Duke  of  Brunfwick. 


Leilter  from  her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  of  Orange  to  his  Serene 
Highnefs  the  Reigning  Duke  of 
Bruniwick,  dated  Sept.  15,  1787. 

“  Sir,  Nimeguen,  Sept.  15- 
H  E  moment  your  highnefs 
enters  the  province  of  Hol¬ 
land  at  the  head  of  the  body  of  troops 
the  king  my  brother  has  entruded 
to  you,  permit  me  to  recommend 
again  to  you  the  intereds  of  that 
nation  which  is  lo  dear  to  me,  and 
to  whofe  profpeiity  I  filial!  always 
glory  in  contiibuting  as  much  as  in 
my  power.  1  could  not  lorefee  that 
fo  dmple  an  intention  a  that  of  my 
going  to  the  Hague  would  have  had 

luch 
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fuch  fcrious  effects,  and  to  entirely 
oppoiite  to  the  falutary  views  which 
determined  me  to  undertake  that 
journey. 

I  expected  great  obdacles  before 
I  fucceeded  in  my  endeavours  to 
redore  peace  and  tranquillity  ;  but 
the  only  difficulty  tor  which  I  was 
unprepared,  becaufe  it  was  the  lead 
probable,  was  unfortunately  that 
which  deprived  me  of  every  means 
of  attaining  my  end,  by  (lopping 
my  journey  by  violent  means. 

But  if  the  unheard-of  proceed¬ 
ing  ufed  towards  me  in  Holland,  a 
proceeding,  the  imprellion  of  which 
has  only  been  modified  by  my  in¬ 
ward  knowledge  of  not  having  me¬ 
rited  it :  if  this  proceeding,  1  fay, 
has  been  difapproved  by  all  the 
courts,  and  every  man  of  honour 
and  good  breeding,  what  nruft  be 
thought  of  thofe  who  compofe  the 
prefent  plurality  of  the  dates  of 
Holland,  to  fee  them  mifcondrue 
and  facrifice  the  intereds  of  their 
country  to  little  perfonal  views, 
and  oblige  the  king  to  take  a  fatif- 
fadtion  they  have  obdinately  refufed 
to  his  friendly  exhortations. 

The  king,  by  declaring  he  con- 
fidered  the  offence  as  againd  him- 
felf,  penetiated  my  heart  with  gra¬ 
titude  ;  but  alter  the  manner  they 
dared  to  anfwer  him,  and  the  in- 
judice  which  this  pretended  majo¬ 
rity  did  not  ceafe  committing,  that 
declaration  would  have  railed  my 
greated  fears  for  that  country, 
which  for  twenty  years  1  have  consi¬ 
dered  as  my  own,  and  whole  inte¬ 
reds  are  infeparable  from  thofe  of 
my  houfe,  if  I  had  not  been  made 
eafy  by  the  declaration  of  the  dates 
general,  that  of  the  principal  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  affembly  of  the  dates  of 
Holland,  and  of  the  greated  part  of 
the  nation,  as  well  as  by  the  mag¬ 


nanimous  fentiments  which  charac¬ 
terize  his  maiedy. 

The  king  could  not  give  a  ftrong- 
er  proof  of  thofe  fentiments  than 
by  charging  your  highnefs  with  the 
execution  of  his  ciders ;  and  the 
fentiments.  Sir,  you  have  defired 
to  {hew  towards  me,  and  which 
your  highnefs  has  manifeded  in  your 
declaration  to  the  dates  of  Holland, 
do  not  permit  me  to  doubt  of  the 
wifdom  and  equity  of  your  inten¬ 
tions  ;  but  your  highnefs  mud  par¬ 
don  me  if  I  dare  to  implore  your 
clemency  towards  that  part  of  the 
inhabitants  who  are  blinded  and 
led  adray  by  paffion,  and  to  affure 
you  I  fhall  confider  your  behaviour 
towards  them,  and  the  protection 
you  fhew  to  the  wile  part  of  the 
nation,  as  fo  many  favours  done  to 
myfelf.  In  the  mean  time  I  do 
folemnly  declare  here,  that,  perfect¬ 
ly  agreeable  to  the  moderate  prin¬ 
ciple  fhewn  by  the  prince  in  his 
lad  declaration,  I  will  never  profit 
from  any  circumdances  whatever 
to  procure  my  family  a  greater  au¬ 
thority  than  the  conditution  and 
true  liberty  of  the  provinces  grant 
it  j  and  that  for  myfelf  I  fhall  al¬ 
ways  be  ready  to  employ  my  good 
offices  for  the  welfare  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  thole  of  my  houfe,  with¬ 
out  fear  of  trouble  or  difputes.  i 
have  no  ambition  for  any  influence, 
and  I  will  only  accept  that  which 
1  owe  to  the  confidence  and  friend- 
fliip  1  have  merited.  It  is  with 
thefe  fentiments,  and  the  warmed 
gratitude,  I  fhall  all  rny  life  remain, 
with  the  highed  confideration,  Sir, 
your  ferene  highnefs’s  mod  devoted 
fervant  and  coufin, 

M  WlLH  F.LMIN  A.” 


From 
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From  the  Same  to  the  Same  j  Nov.  3, 
1787. 

“  Sir, 

H  E  dates  of  Holland  hav¬ 
ing  defiled  me  to  requeft 
the  king  my  brother  to  permit 
3  000  or  4,000  of  his  troops  tore- 
main  fome  time  in  this  province,  1 
haden  to  inform  your  highnefs  of 
this  refolution  of  their  noble  and 
great  mightinefles,  a  copy  ot  which 
is  annexed,  hefeeching  your  high  - 
riels  to  fupport  this  demand  with 
your  good  offices  :  the  fignal  marks 
of  kindnefs  and  protection  of  his 
majefty  make  me  hope  he  will  not 
refufe  them. 

i  leave  it  to  your  highnefs’s  con- 
^deration,  if,  after  the  arrange¬ 
ment  taken  to  difarm  the  uncon- 
ftitutional  citizens  of  Amderdam, 
you  may  not  regard  the  conditions 
of  the  iatisfaCtion  required  by  the 
king  as  entirely  fulfilled,  and  with¬ 
draw  the  troops,  except  the  num¬ 
ber  the  dates  of  Holland  have  de¬ 
manded,  which  will  be  both  a  re¬ 
lief  to  this  country,  and  to  the 
troops  themfelves,  on  account  of 
the  bad  feafon.  Your  highnefs  will 
at  the  fame  time  permit  me  to  in¬ 
tercede  for  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
provinces  who  are  prifoners  of  war 
atWezel:  I  requed  your  highnefs 
to  releale  them,  and  flatter  myfelf 
you  will  not  difapprove  the  fhare  1 
take  in  their  unfortunate  fituation. 
When  you  were  on  the  point  of  en¬ 
tering  Holland  at  the  head  of  the 
Pruflian  troops,  you  defigned  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  indances  I  ad.drefied  to 
you  in  favour  of  this  nation,  whofe 
welfare  and  intereds  in  general 
are  the  objects  of  my  condant 
wifhes  :  accept  then  at  preterit  the 
expreflions  of  my  gratitude,  and 
thofe  of  this  nation,  who  have  daily 

1  - 
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difcovered  the  eminent  qualities 
which  characterize  your  highnefs. 
The  remembrance  of  our  obliga¬ 
tions  to  you  will  always  remain 
deeply  engraven  in  our  hearts,  and 
we  fhall  never  forget  that  your 
highnefs  has  not  only  glorioufly  ful¬ 
filled  the  objeCt  of  your  eommiflion, 
but  that  the  mod  happy  revolution 
has  likewife  refulted  from  it,  which 
has  redored  this  country  to  its  li¬ 
berty  and  independence,  by  drength- 
ening  the  conditution,  and  re-elta- 
blifhing  the  piince  my  confort  in 
his  jud  rights  and  privileges.  I 
have  the  honour  to  remain,  with 
fentiments  of  an  inviolable  attach¬ 
ment,  and  the  mod  didinguifhed 
confideration, 

(Signed)  “  Wilhilmina.” 


The  An  fiver  of  his  Serene  Highnefs 
the  Reigning  Duke  of  Brunlwick, 
dated  Nov.  5,  1787,  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Letter. 

“  Madam, 

OUR  royal  highnefs  has 
notified  to  me  the  requed 
which  the  dates  of  Holland  have 
made,  at  the  fame  time  defiring  to 
obtain  permiffion  from  the  king  for 
a  body  of  3,000  or  4  000  men  to 
remain  for  fome  time  in  this  pro¬ 
vince. 

Perfuaded  as  I  am  of  the  fincere 
defire  the  king  has  to  oblige  your 
royal  highnefs,  and  to  concur  to¬ 
wards  the  welfare  of  the  republic 
and  the  province  of  Holland,  1  think 
his  majedy  will  not  refufe  that  re¬ 
qued.  i  will  immediately  make 
my  mod  humble  report  to  the  king 
of  the  contents  of  your  letter  ot 
the  3d  ind.  and  1  think,  by  leaving 
a  body  of  4.000  men  in  this  province, 
until  the  ai  rival  of  his  majefty ’s 

orders. 
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orders,  I  ftiall  only  fulfil  his  de¬ 
fires.  As  the  commifTion  fent  by 
his  highnefs  the  prince  of  Orange 
to  finifh  entirely  the  difarming  of 
wnconflitutional  armed  citizens,  and 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  council 
of  war,  accompli  11  led  all  the  objects 
which  remained  of  the  fatisfatlion, 
I  think  of  fuccefTively  recalling  the 
troops  of  the  king,  except  thofe 
who  at  the  requeft  ot  the  flares  fliall 
remain,  if  his  majefty  contents  to 
it,  tor  fome  time  longer  in  this  pro¬ 
vince. 

What  your  royal  highnefs  deigns 
to  mention  concerning  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  country  kept  prifoners 
of  war  at  Wezel,  is  analogous  with 
the  generous  lentimems  you  Shew¬ 
ed  at  the  entrance  of  the  king’s 
troops  on  the  territory  of  this  re¬ 
public,  and  1  will  certainly  repre- 
lent  to  the  king  the  intereft  you 
take  in  the  fate  of  thefe  unfortunate 
men.  I  efteem  myfelf  too  happy 
in  having  fatisfied  your  royal  high¬ 
nefs  in  a  commiflion  which  fo  near¬ 
ly  concerned  the  happinefs  of  the 
republic,  and  which  could  only  fuc- 
ceed  by  the  concurrence  of  the  ma¬ 
jor  part  of  the  inhabitants,  who  en¬ 
deavoured  to  free  them  lei  ves  from 
a  yoke  which  an  oppreffive  cabal 
placed  on  them. 

Deign,  Madam,  to  grant  me  a 
continuance  of  your  good  opinion, 
and  to  believe  that  nothing  can  ex> 
ceed  the  profound  relped  with  which 
i  am,  Madam,  your  royal  high- 
nefs’s,  &c. 

(Signed) 

44  Ch  ARLES,  G.  F.” 


A  Copy  of  Mr,  Pitt’s  Letter  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Meeting  o/’W  eR* 
India  Planters  and  Merchants,  in 
Anftuer  to  their  Refolutions  *  tranf - 
mitfed  to  him ,  fating  the  Necejjity 
of  reducing  the  Duty  upon  Rum  5 d. 
per  Gallon ,  in  con fe queue e  of  his 
Intention  to  fx  the  Duty  on  Brandy 
at  y.s.  per  Gallon. 

“  Sir,  Dowtiing-Jlreety  Feh.  13 

44  T  T  A  V  I  N  G  been  out  of 
X  A  town,  I  did  not  receive  till 
yefterday  the  favour  of  your  letter, 
inclofing  the  refolutions  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  meeting  of  Weft  India  plan¬ 
ters  and  merchants.  Though  I 
fhould  be  very  defirous  of  fhewing 
ail  the  attention  in  my  power  to  the 
fentiments  and  willies  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  1  cannot  fee  lufficient  ground  for 
thinking  that  a  reduction  of  more 
than  3d.  in  the  duty  on  rum  would  be 
neceffary,  in  cafe  the  duty  on  bran¬ 
dy  fhould  be  fixed  at  7s.  It  will  be 
my  duty  to  propose  a  refolution  in 
the  committee  on  the  French  treaty, 
that  the  duty  on  brandy  fhould  not 
be  higher  than  that  fum  ;  at  the 
fatpe  time,  it  is  my  intention  to  pro- 
pofe  a  feparate  confideration  of  the 
duties  on  imported  fpirits  in  an  early 
period  of  the  feflion,  and  fome  far¬ 
ther  reduction  of  the  duties  both  on 
brandy  and  rum,  with  a  view  to  the 
prevention  of  fmuggling  :  but  I  do 
not  conceive  the  redudion  ought  to 
take  place  in  fuch  a  proportion  as  the 
meeting  appears  to  have  had  in  view 
in  their  fecond  refolution.  I  have 
entered  into  thefe  particulars,  from 
wifhing  to  apprize  you  as  fully  as  I 
can  of  the  prelent  (late  of  this  bufinefs, 
and  of  my  fentiments  upon  it.  Pre- 
vioufly  to  making  any  more  fpecific 


*  See  State  Papers, in  the  Annual  Regifter  for  *786,  page  aS6. 
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ropofals  in  parliament  on  the  fubje6t, 
lliall  be  happy  in  any  opportunity 
of  receiving  any  farther  communica¬ 
tion  which  the  meeting  may  think 
proper. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

“  Sir, 

“  Your  moil  obedient, 

**  and  humble  fervant, 

“  W.  PlTT.” 


On  the  14th  of  February  it  was 
unanimoufly  agreed,  That  the  fore¬ 
going  letter  contained  a  denial  of 
the  requeft  which  the  committee  had 
made,  viz.  that  the  duty  upon  rum 
be  reduced  $d.  per  gallon. 


j 
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A  GENERAL  BILL. 

O  F 

All  the  CHRISTENINGS  and  BURIALS, 


From  December  12,  1786,  to  December  ii,  1787. 


r'u  1  {Males  8929?  R  •  ,  K  Males  982 1  7.  Decreafed  In  the  Burials 

Chr.ftened  |Females  }  Females  5,528*  this  Year,  .  ,95. 


Died  under  Two  Years  6 1 19 
Between  Two  and  Five  1888 
— Five  and  Ten  874 

— Ten  and  Twenty  863 

— Twenty  and  Thirty  1587 
—-Thirty  and  Forty  1840 

—Forty  and  Fifty  1959 


— Fifty  and  Sixty  155 6 

— Sixty  and  Seventy  *346 
— Seventy  and  Eighty  897 
— Eighty  and  Ninety  374 
— Ninety  and  a  Hundred  44 
A  Hundred 


A  Hundred  and  One 
A  Hundred  and  Two 
A  Hundred  and  Three 
A  Hundred  and  Four 
A  Hundred  and  Five 
A  Hundred  and  Six 


DISEASES. 

ABortive  and  Stil- 
born  647 
Abfcefs  5 

Aged  1176 

Ague  6 

Apoplexy  and  Sud 
den  188 

Afthma  and  Phthi- 
fic  358 

Bed-ridden  4 

Bleeding  8 

Bloody  Flux  1 

Burften  and  Rup¬ 
ture  5 

Cancer  76 

Canker  1 

Chicken  Pox  I 

Childbed  413 

Cholic,  Gripes,  twill¬ 
ing  of  the  Guts  6 
Cold  1 

Confumption  4579 
Convulfions  4159 
Gough  and  Hooping- 
Cough  448 


Diabetes 

Meafles 

84 

Dropfy 

820 

Mifcarriage 

4 

Evil 

10 

M  ortifleation 

182 

Fever,  malignant  Fe¬ 

Palfy 

57 

ver,  Scai  let  Fever, 

Pleurify 

13 

Spotted  Fever,  and 

Quinfy 

5 

Purples 

4887 

Rafh 

Fiftula 

.  5 

Rbeumatifm 

3 

Flux 

7 

Rickets 

French  Pox 

48 

Riling  of  the 

Lights 

Gout 

44 

Scald  Head 

1 

Gravel, Strangury  and 

Scurvy 

2 

Stone 

"Small  Pox 

4418 

Grief 

1 

Sore  Throat 

27 

Head- Ach 

1 

Sores  and  Ulcers  7 

Headmouldfhot, 

Hor- 

St.  Anthony^ 

Fire  8 

fhoehtad,  and  Wa¬ 

Stoppage  in  the  Sto 

ter  in  the  Head  45 

mach 

3 

Jaundice 

<52 

Surfeit 

3 

Impolthume 

2 

SwelUing 

Inflammation 

168 

Teeth 

400 

Itch 

Thrufli 

32 

Leprofy 

I 

Tympany 

Lethargy 

7 

Vomiting  and  Loofe- 

Livergrown 

1 

nels 

j 

Lunatic 

38 

Worms 

9 

CASUALTIES. 

BIT  by  a  mad  dog 
Broken  Limbs  3 
Bruized  j 

Burnt  15 

Choaked 

Drowned  jo5 

Exceflive  Drinking  8 
Executed  *  24 

Found  Dead  4 

Frighted  4 

Killed  by  Falls  and 
feveral  other  Ae- 
cidents  49 

Killed  themfelves  23 
Murdered  2, 

Overlaid  2 

Poifoned  3 

Scalded  2 

Shot 

Smothered  j 

Starved  3 

Suffocated 


Total 


254 


*  There  have  been  105  executed,  of  which  number  [24  only]  have  been  reported  to  be 

buried  as  fuch  within  the  Bill  of  Mortality. 


[R]  2 
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The  following  authentic  Extracts  from  the  Corn-Regiftcr  are  taken 
from  accounts  collected  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and  delivered 
to  Mr.  John  James  Catherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament, 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and 
imported  into  England  and  Scotland,  a vith  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid'  and  the  Duties  received  thereon,  for  one  Tear  ended  $th  January 

gy88* 

E  X  P  O  R 


1787* 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat  -  -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  -  » 
Rye  -  -  -  -  - 

Barley  -  -  -  - 

Malt  -  *  -  -  - 

Oats  -  -  -  -  - 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  * 

Beans  -  -  -  -  - 

Peafe  -  -  -  -  - 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  -  -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  -  -  - 
Barley 

Barley  hulled  -  - 

Bear  -  -  -  * 

Malt  **  -  - 

Oats  -  -  -  -  - 

Oatmeal  -  »  -  • 

Peafe  and  Beans  -  - 


1787. 

ENGLAN  D, 

Wheat  -  -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  *  - 

Rye 

Barley  -  ~  - 

Oats 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  - 

Beans  -  -  -  ~  - 

Peafe  -  -  -  *  - 

Indian  Com  * 


Britifh 

Quarters. 

75>36° 

43,946 

12,683 
19,885 
I  U, Ol6 
H,I52 
I, 107 
10,1 14 

6,377 


TED, 

Foreign 

Quarters. 

335^ 
93 

1,323 

2,113 

893 

318. 


Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid, 
j£.  s.  J. 

55,882  17  $  Bo. 
9  5  11  Dr, 


I  M 


4 
794 
1,526 

62 
3,620 
1,2^6 
1,258 
1,469 

558  J 

PORTED. 


1,097 


4?  Bo» 


Quarters. 

46,973  ' 
2435 
2,702 
17,783 
394,186 
i,793 

36»9*  3 

2,267 

28 


Duties 

received. 

£•  £' 


a. 


5,061  12 


2§ 


SCOT- 
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SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  -  -  -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour  -  -  -  - 

Rye  ------ 

Barley  -  -  -  -  - 

Oats  ------ 

Oatmeal  -  -  -  -  - 

Pcafe  and  Beans  -  -  - 


Quarters. 

9.876 1 
55 

4.352  1 

25,461  >• 

73.241  I 

42,784  1 

3.705  j 


Duties 

received. 

£■  <i- 
'.564  7  7 


Tbe  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England  anil 
Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  buihel,  for  the  year  1787. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barlpy. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s.  d. 

*.  d. 

x.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5  i* 

3  5* 

2  IO 

2  I 

3 

N.  B.  The  prices  of  the  fineft  and  coarfeft:  forts  of  grain  generally  exceed 
and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat.  Rye.  Barley.  Oats.  Beans. 

Per  bulhel,  6d.  3d.  3d.  3d.  6d. 


1 
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S  U  P  P  L  I E  S  granted  by  Parliament,  for 

the  Year  1787. 


NAVY. 

March  16. 

T70R  18,000  men,  including  3,860  marines,  at  4}. 


936,000  o  o 


700,000  o  o 


«*•  per  man  per  month,  for  1787 
For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  of 
marines,  for  1787  —  —  — 

For  the  extraordinaries  of  the  navy  for  building  and 
repairing  veffels,  over  and  above  the  allowance  for 
wear  and  tear,  for  1787  —  —  —  650,000  o  o 

;  .  t  _  __ 

Total  of  the  navy  —  2,286,000  o  o 


ORDNANCE. 

February  12. 

For  the  charges  of  the  office  of  the  ordnance,  for  land 
/ervice,  for  1787  —  — •  — 


328,576 17  3 


Total  of  ordnance  —  328,576  17  3 


.ARMY. 

February  12. 

For  the  army  1 7,638  effective  men  (including  2,030 
invalids)  for  guards  and  garrifons  in  Great  Britain 
For  forces  for  plantations  and  Gibraltar,  for  1787  — 

For  the  difference  between  Britifh  and  Irifh  pay  for 
6  regiments  and  4  companies  of  foot  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  for  the  year  1787  —  - —  — 

For  the  pay  of  general  and  ftaff  officers  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  in  the  fame  year  — -  —  •— 

For  full  pay  to  reduced  or  fupernumerary  officers  of 
the  army  — 

For  one  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  5  battalions 
of  foot,  employed  in  the  Weft  Indies  — 

[*3  4 


648,687  1  cf 

234,628  1 8  5 


6,834  19  2 

6,409  8  o 
23,1 10  12  6 

3,230  8  ?| 

For 
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For  the  paymafter  general,  fecretary  at  war,  commiffary 
general  of  the  mutters,  judge  advocate  general, 
comptrollers  of  the  army  accounts,  the  deputies, 
clerks,  &c.  and  for  the  amount  of  the  exchequer  iees 
to  be  paid  by  the  paymafter  general,  and  on  account 
%  of  poundage  to  the  infantry  —  — 

To  reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines,  lor  the 
fame  year  • —  —  * —  — 

To  reduced  officers  of  the  horfe  guards,  for  the  fame 

To  reduced  officers  of  the  Britifh  American  forces, 
for  the  fame  year  —  —  — 

More  for  the  fame  purpofe  —  — 

To  the  officers  late  in  the  pay  of  the  States  General, 
for  the  fame  year  —  —  — 

For  Chelfea  hofpital,  for  the  fame  year  —  172,5 

For  penttons  to  officers  widows  —  — 

For  difference  of  Britiffi  and  Trim  pay  for  feveral  bat¬ 
talions  and  companies  of  foot,  for  leveral  periods  in 
,787  —  —  _  . _ 

ror  extra  expences  of  land  forces,  from  25th  Decem¬ 
ber  1785,  to  24th  of  December  1786  — 


S9.253 

Y 

12 

1 

172,776 

12 

6 

223 

7 

6 

55.092 

10 

0 

4>9°7 

10 

0 

3,422 

1 1 

.j-8v 

172.525 

*5 

10 

1 1,812 

8 

6 

\ 

3.253 

1 1 

465,117 

i9 

I  I 

[,876,287 

16 

9? 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

1  A 

For  civil  eftablifhme'fit  of  Nova  Scotia,  from  tft  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1 787,  to  iff  January,  1788  —  — 

The  like  of  St.  Johns  ifland,  for  the  fame  time  — 

The  like  of  New  Brunfwick,  from  June  24,  1787,  to 
the  lame  day  in  1788  * —  — 

The  like  of  Cape  Breton,  for  the  lame  —  — 

The  like  of  Newfoundland,  froni  ill  April,  1787,  to 
the  fame  day  in  1788 

For  falaries,  &c.  in  Eaft  Florida,  from  24th  June, 

1785,  to  the  fame  day  in  1786  •—  — — 

For  falary  of  chief  juttice  of  the  Bermuda  iflands,  from 
24th  June,  1787,  to  the  fame  day  in  1788  ■ — 

For  the  civil  eftablifbment  of  the  Bahama  iflands, 
from  iff:  January  1787,  to  the  lame  day  in  1788, 
in  addition  to  the  falaries  paid  out  of  the  duty 

For  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  New  South  Wales,  from 
10th  October,  1786,  to  the  fame  day  in  1787  — . 

To  the  Britifh  Mufeum  — —  —  j 

To  difcharge  Exchequer  bills  granted  the  laft  fettion 


5.851 

6 

1 ,900 

0 

0 

4,300 

0 

© 

2,100 

0 

0 

1,182 

10 

0 

2,600 

0 

0 

5  So 

0 

0 

4,380 

0 

0 

2,877 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

3,000,000 

0 

0 

To 
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To  Thomas  Cotton,  to  difcharge  bills  drawn  by  the 
governors  of  the  Bahama  iftands,  St.  John’s,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  New  Bruniwick  —  — 

To  the  lame,  out  of  the  civil  lift,  for  thecommifiloners 
expences  on  going  to  America  • —  — 

To  James  Mouat,  chief  clerk  to  the  commiftioners, 
for  fees,  &c.  for  falaries  and  expences  — 

To  Richard  Bradley,  for  goods  brought  by  him  to 
pay  the  purchale  of  the  ifland  Le  Main,  in  the 
river  Gambia,  as  a  feltlement  for  convi&s,  and 
fees,  &c.  —  —  — ■ 

For  roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland  for  1787,  by  order 
of  General  Mackay  —  — - 

To  David  Jenkinfon,  as  a  compenfation  for  the  three 
firft  payments  towards  the  loan  in  1784,  forfeited 
to  the  public  through  his  neglect  in  illnefs  — 

For  the  forts,  &c.  in  Africa  — •  — 

To  Charles  Pole,  agent  for  Mafahod  de  la  Mar,  for 
the  {hip  Herftelder,  Captain  Kemp  Janfleri  Kleyn, 
bound  from  Amfterdam  to  Sallee  and  Mogador,  in 
December  1780,  being  ferzed  and  carried  into 

Dover  by  the  Sultana  cutter,  Lieutenant  Fabian, 
and  detained  till  February  1782,  and  then  reftored 
by  the  decree  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  for 
goods  belonging  to  the  emperor,  &c.  —  — 

For  buildings  at  Scmerfet  Houfe  for  the  year  1787 
For  the  American  loyalifts,  for  prefent  relief  — 

To  the  claimants  of  Eaft  Florida  —  — 

For  repairs  of  Catwater  harbour  —  — 

To  the  commiftioners  of  public  accounts  — 

To  the  fecretary  of  commiftioners  of  Eaft  Florida 
"claims  —  — 

To  the  fecretary  of  commiftioners  enquiring  into 
claims  of  American  loyalifts  — > 

To  the  ffccretary  of  commiftioners  of  crown  lands 
To  make  good  money  iftued  on  addreftes  by  the  houfe 
of  commons  • — 

To  J.  Hatfeli,  towards  printing  the  Journals  of  this 
Seftion,  and  an  index  to  the  40th  voi.  —  — 

To  commiftioners  of  public  accounts  —  — 

To  G.  White,  clerk  of  committees,  for  trouble  and 
expences  about  the  returns  of  the  poor  rates  and 
charitable  donations  —  — 


5. *39 

2,1  1  I 
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t.  d. 

4  >i 

o  6 
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7>234 


522 

13,000 


10  6 
o  o 


o  © 
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2,307 
1 5,000 
I  I  2,000 

13,600 
1 ,000 
15,000 


9  4 

O  o 
o  <y 
o  o 
o  o 
o  © 


—  700  o  o 


4445 

2,200 


19  1 1 

o  o 


—  *2,138  16  4f 


1 ,000 

7,500 


00* 
o  o 


3,000  o  o 
3,2418,017  8  2f 


D  £  F  I- 


Total  of  mifcelianecus  fervices 
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DEFICIENCIES. 


To  pay  off  exchequer  bills  of  lafi:  leffions  •— 

The  like  for  a  further  fum  of  deficiencies  — 

To  make  good  to  the  finking  fund  deficiencies  of  an¬ 
nuities,  granted  by  31  Geo.  II.  for  1758  to  5th 
July  1 786  —  *—  — 

The  like  by  18  Geo.  III.  for  1778  to  10th  Odlober 

The  like  by  19  Geo.  III.  for  1779  to  5th  July  1786 

The  like  by  20  Geo.  III.  for  1780  to  10th  October 

The  like  by  22  Geo.  III.  for  1782  to  5th  July  1786 
The  like  by  23  Geo.  III.  for  1783  to  loth  Odlober 

The  like  by  24  and  2$  Geo.  III.  for  1784  and  1785 
to  3th  July  1786 

For  deficiencies  and  lofs  by  repeal  of  duties  on  tea, 
by  24  and  23  Geo.  III.  in  1784  and  1785,  to  5th 
April  5786  *—  *—  — «  — 

For  deficiencies  of  grants  for  1786  *—  — 


Total  of  deficiencies 


Recapitulation  of  the  Supplies , 


Navy  — 

Ordnance 
Army  «— 

Mifcel  la  neons  fer  vices 
Deficiencies 


1 7  8  7-' 

/ 

£■  ■ 

S. 

jv 

1,500,000 

O 

0 

1,500,000 

O 

0 

•8,574 

13 

1  of 

127,796 

19 

3? 

3  5  >°39 

13 

Sz 

184,234 

3 

I  1,205 

5 

n| 

292,448 

14 

7§ 

•  532,662 

18 

4* 

233,410 

6 

7i 

240,324 

19 

1  of 

4,675,697 

*5 

4? 

2,286,000 

0 

0 

328,576 

17 

3 

1,876,287 

16 

9f 

3,248,0!7 

8 

2i 

4,675,697 

>5 

4? 

2,414,579 

*7 

7k 

Ways  and  Means  for  raiftng  the  above  Supplies ,  granted  to  bis  MajeJiy  for 
*  the  Tear  1787. 

February  8. 

By  land-tax,  at  4s.  in  the  pound  —  — 

By  malt  duty,  continued  till  24th  June  1788  - 

May  8. 

By  loans  and  exchequer  bills,  three  adts  — 

Out  of  the  confolidated  tund  — *  — 

Surplus  oi  imprefx  money  *— *  — 


2,000,000 

O 

0 

750,000 

O 

0 

5,500,000 

O 

0 

2400,000 

O 

0 

74,102 

9 

10 

Saving 
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Savings  from  the  army  in  1785  and  1786  — 

Out  of  fur  plus  in  exchequer  for  land  forces  in  1785 
Surplus  of  the  finking  fund  remaining  in  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  5th  April  1787 
By  lottery  of  $0,000  tickets,  at  1  5I.  2s.  9d.  each, 
$oo,oooi.  in  prizes,  charged  on  the  fupplies  for 
this  year,  to  be  paid  at  the  bank  ift  December 
1788  — 


£• 

44,806 

180,000 


&  1 

2  7 

O  O 


-  1,226,07 2  2  Ilf 


—  —  — 

756,875 

0 

0 

Total  ways  and  means  — 

12,931,855 

15 

4t 

Total  fupplies  — 

12,414,579 

17 

Excefs  of  ways  and  means  • — 

5 17*275 

17 

9 

New  Taxes  in  1787, 

Additional  duty  on  geneva  imported. 

Ditto  on  licenfes  to  deal  in  fpirituous  liquors.  And 
A  duty  of  excife  on  French  glafs  imported. 


i\  t 

\  itf\  r 


STATS 
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I  •  '  ! 

STATE  PAPERS. 


His  Majejly  s  moft  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  on  the 
opening  of  the  fourth  SeJJion  of  the 
fixleentb  Parliament  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  on  Tuefday  the  i$d  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1787. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 
HAVE  particular  fatisfac- 
tion  in  acquainting  you,  that 
fince  1  laft  met  you  in  parliament, 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe  has  re¬ 
mained  uninterrupted,  and  that  all 
foreign  powers  continue  to  exprefs 
their  friendly  difpofition  to  this  coun- 
try. 

“  I  have  concluded  a  treaty  of 
navigation  and  commerce  with  the 
Moft  Chriftian  king,  a  copy  of  which 
fhal!  be  laid  before  you.  I  muft  re¬ 
commend  it  to  you  to  take  luch 
fneafures  as  you  lhall  judge  proper 
for  carrying  it  into  effedt ;  and  1 
truft  you  will  find  that  the  provi¬ 
soes  contained  in  it  are  calculated 
for  the  encouragement  of  induftry 
and  the  extenfion  of  lawful  com¬ 
merce  in  both  countries,  and  by 
promoting  a  beneficial  intercourse 
between  our  refpedtive  fubjedts,  ap¬ 
pear  likely  to  give  additional  per¬ 
manence  to  the  bleffings  of  peace. 
I  iliall  keep  the  lame  falutary  ob¬ 
jects  in  view  in  the  commercial  ar¬ 
rangements  which  l  am  negociating 
with  other  powers. 

“  1  have  al fo  given  directions  for 
[aying  before  you  a  copy  of  a  con¬ 


vention  agreed  upon  between  me 
and  the  Catholic  king,  for  carrying 
into  effeCt  the  fixth  article  of  the  laft 
treaty  of  peace. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons , 

“  I  have  ordered  the  eftimates 
for  the  prefent  year  to  be  kid  be¬ 
fore  you ;  and  I  have  the  fulleft  re¬ 
liance  on  your  readinefs  to  make 
due  provifion  for  the  feveral  branches 
of  the  public  fervice. 

“  The  (late  of  the  revenue  will, 
I  am  perfuaded,  continue  to  engage 
your  conftant  attention,  as  being 
effentially  connected  with  the  na¬ 
tional  credit,  and  the  profperity  and 
fafety  of  my  dominions. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

“  A  plan  has  been  formed,  by 
my  direction,  for  tranfporting  a  num¬ 
ber  of  convidts,  in  order  to  remove 
the  inconvenience  which  arofe  from 
the  crowded  ftate  of  the  gaols  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
you  will,  I  doubt  not,  take  fuch 
farther  meafures  as  may  be  neceffary 
for  this  purpofe. 

“  I  truft  you  will  be  able  this 
feflion  to  carry  into  effedt  regula¬ 
tions  for  the  eafe  of  the  merchants, 
and  for  fimplifying  the  public  ac¬ 
counts  in  the  various  branches  of 
the  revenue ;  and  rely  upon  the 
uniform  continuance  of  your  exer¬ 
tions  in  purfuit  of  fuch  objedts  as 

may 
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may  tend  ftill  farther  to  improve 
the  national  refources,  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  and  confirm  the  welfare  and 
happinefs  of  my  people.” 


The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  affembled 
to  his  Majefly ,  for  the  foregoing 
Speech  from  the  Throne. 

Die  Martis  2J°  Januarii  .787. 

Mojl  Gracious  Sovereign, 

E  your  majefty’s  1110ft 
dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls, 
the  lords  Spiritual  and  temporal  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

“  Permit  us  to  exprefs  to  your 
majefty  the  eagernefs  with  which  we 
take  the  earlieft  opportunity  offered 
to  us  of  joining  the  Unanimous  voice 
of  our  fellow  fubjedts,  in  congratu¬ 
lating  your  majefty  on  the  late  pro¬ 
vidential  interpofition  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  in  the  prefervation  of  a  life 
fo  valuable  to  your  people.  We 
acknowledge,  with  reverence  and 
gratitude,  the  divine  goodnefs,  in 
averting  the  calamity  with  which 
we  were  threatened.  We  join  in 
the  general  admiration  of  thofe  vir¬ 
tues  which  compofe  your  rnajefty’s 
character  ;  and  humbly  beg  leave 
to  affure  your  majefty,  that  we  are 
happy  in  teftifying  the  fhare  we  take 
in  the  loyal  and  affedtionate  attach¬ 
ment  to  your  facred  perfon,  which 
pervades  the  breads  of  your  ma- 
jefty’s  fubjedts  in  every  part  of  your 
dominions. 

“  It  is  with  moil  fincere  concern 
that  we  condole  with  your  majefty 
upon  the  lofs  which  you  have  fuf- 
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tained  by  the  unfortunate  death  of 
that  illuftrious  and  excellent  prin- 
cefs,  your  majefty ’s  aunt,  her  royal 
highnefs  the  Princefs  Amelia. 

“  The  piefent  appearances  of  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  tranquil¬ 
lity,  as  well  as  the  affurances  given 
to  your  majefty  by  foreign  powers 
of  their  friendly  difpofition  to  this 
country,  give  us  the  greateft  fatis- 
fadtion. 

“We  return  your  majefty  our 
hearty  thanks  for  your  goodnefs  in 
directing  the  treaty  of  navigation 
and  commerce  with  the  Moft  Chrif- 
tian  king,  and  the  convention  with 
his  Catholic  majefty,  to  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  us  ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  allure 
your  majefty,  that,  in  confidering 
meafures  of  fo  important  and  inte- 
refting  a  nature,  we  fhall  be  happy 
to  find  in  them  a  tendency  to  give 
an  additional  permanency  to  the 
bleflings  of  peace,  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  induftry,  and  the  extenfion 
of  lawful  commerce  between  your 
majefty’s  fubjedts  and  thofe  of  the 
Moft  Chriftian  king,  and  that  we 
fhall  with  pleafure  concur  in  any 
regulations  calculated  to  infure  thofe 
falutary  purpofes. 

“  We  learn,  with  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  your  majefty  has  taken 
meafures  for  the  tranfportation  of  a 
number  of  convidts,  and  for  remov¬ 
ing  the  inconveniencies  which  arife 
from  the  crowded  ftate  of  the  gaols ; 
and  we  beg  your  majefty  will  be 
allured  that  we  fhall  be  ready  to 
concur  in  fuch  farther  provifions  as 
may  be  found  necelfary  for  this  pur- 
pole. 

“  We  fhall  with  the  fame  readi¬ 
ngs  co-operate  in  whatever  regu¬ 
lations  may  appear  to  be  proper 
for  the  eafe  of  the  merchants,  and 
for  the  fimplifying  the  public  ac¬ 
counts,  in  the  various  branches  of 

the 
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the  revenue ;  and  your  majefty  may 
depend  upon  our  beft  and  fteadieft 
exertions  in  purfuit  of  fuch  meafures 
as  may  tend  (till  farther  to  improve 
the  national  refources,  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  and  confirm  what  has  ever 
been  the  firft  object  of  the  parental 
care  and  attention  of  your  majefty, 
the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  your 
people.” 

His  Majefty s  mo  ft  gracious  Anpwer. 

My  Lords , 

“  Your  expreftions  of  affectionate 
attachment  to  my  perfon  and  go¬ 
vernment,  as  well  as  your  afturances 
of  proceeding  to  the  confideration 
of  the  important  objects  which  I 
have  recommended  to  you,  give  me 
the  greateft  fatisfa6tion.,> 


'/  he  bumble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  Kingy  for  the  fore¬ 
going  Speech  from  the  d krone y  Jar 
nuaiy  25,  1787. 

Mo (l  Gracious  Sovereign , 

E,  your  majefty’s  moft 
dutiful  and  loyal  lubjeCts, 
the  commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  aflemhled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracions  fpeech 
from  the  throne ;  and  to  take  the 
earlieft  opportunity  of  offering  to 
your  majefty,  in  our  own  name,  and 
in  that  of  all  the  commons  of  Great 
Britain,  our  moft  hearty  congratu¬ 
lations  oti  the  prefervation  of  a  life 
fo  juftly  dear  to  your  people.  We 
entertain  a  juft  fenle  of  the  pecu¬ 
liar  favour  of  Pravideace,  in  avert¬ 
ing  the  danger  to  which  wre  were 
expofed,  and  rendering  it  only  the 
occafion  of  manifefting,  in  the  fulleft 
manner,  thofe  fentiments  of  duty 
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and  affectionate  attachment  to  your 
facred  perfon,  which  are  deeply 
rooted  in  the  hearts  of  all  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  lubjeCts. 

“We  condole  with  your  majefty 
on  the  unfortunate  death  of  that 
moft  illufttious  and  excellent  prin- 
cefs,  your  majefty’s  aunt,  the  Prin- 
cefs  Amelia. 

“  It  is  with  great  fatisfaCtion  we 
learn  that  the  tranquillity  of  Europe 
remains  uninterrupted  ;  and  that 
your  majefty  continues  to  receive 
afturances  from  all  foreign  powers 
of  their  friendly  difpofition  towards 
this  country. 

“  We  are  fenfible  of  your  majef¬ 
ty’s  goodnefs  in  having  directed  the 
treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation 
with  the  Moft  Chriftian  king,  and 
the  convention  agreed  upon  with  the 
Catholic  king,  to  be  laid  before  us. 
Both  thefe  events,  particularly  a 
meafure  fo  important  and  extenfive 
as  a  commercial  arrangement  be¬ 
tween  this  country  and  France,  muft 
be  highly  interefting  to  us  and  our 
conftituents  ;  and  it  will  afford  us 
the  trueft  fatisfaCtion  to  concur  in 
any  meafure  calculated  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  induftry,  and  the 
extension  of  lawful  commerce,  and 
which,  by  promoting  a  beneficial 
intcrcourfe  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  fhall  appear  likely  to  give  ad¬ 
ditional  permanence  to  the  bleftlngs 
of  peace. 

“  Your  majefty  may  at  all  times 
rely  on  our  readinefs  to  make  due 
provifion  for  the  feveral  branches 
of  the  public  fervice  ;  and  the  ftate 
of  the  revenue,  fo  nearly  connected 
with  the  national  credit  and  the 
fafety  and  profperity  of  your  n^a- 
jetty’s  dominions,  will  continue  to 
engage  our  unremitting  attention. 

“We  fhall  not  fail  to  take  fuck 
meafures  as  may  be  neceflary  ioi 

the 
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the  transportation  of  convi&s,  in 
order  to  remedy  the  inconvenience 
which  has  arilen  from  the  crowded 
(late  of  the  gaols  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom. 

“  We  Shall  diligently  apply  our- 
ffe/ves  to  the  confideration  of  any 
regulations  which  can  be  adopted 
for  the  eafe  of  the  merchants,  and 
for  Amplifying  the-  public  accounts 
in  the  various  branches  of  the  re¬ 
venue  :  and  it  Will  be  equally  our 
duty  and  inclination  to  ufe  our  ut- 
lnoft  exertions  in  purfuit  of  fuch  ob¬ 
jects  as  may  tend  ftill  farther  to 
improve  the  national  relources,  and 
to  fecond  your  majefty’s  gracious 
and  parental  wifhes  for  the  welfare 
arid  happineis  of  your  people.” 

His  Majejly s  tnoji  gracious  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen , 

il  I  thank  you  for  this  very  loyal 
and  dutiful  addrefs.  / 

“  The  warm  exprefllons  of  your 
affectionate  attachment  to  my  per- 
fon,  and  the  affurances  of  your  in¬ 
tention  to  apply  with  diligence  to 
thofe  interefting  objects  which  1  have 
recommendod  to  your  confideration, 
afford  me  peculiar  fatisfa&ion.” 


Convention  between  his  Britannic 
Majejly  and  the  Mojl  Chriftian 
King/ftgned  at  Verfailles,  the  \  yb 
of  January,  1787. 

TH  E  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  Mod  Chriftian  king, 
being  willing,  in  conformity  to  the 
6th  and  43d  articles  of  the  *  treaty 
of  navigation  and  commerce,  figned 
at  Nerfailles  the  26th  of  September, 
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1786,  to  explain  and  fettle  certain 
points  which  had  been  referved  ; 
their  Britannic  and  Mod  Chriftian 
majefties,  always  dilpolcd  moie  par¬ 
ticularly  to  confirm  the  good  under- 
ftanding  in  which  they  are  happily 
united,  have  named,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  their  refpe&ive  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries,  to  wit,  on  the  part  of  his 
Britannic  majefty,  William  Eden, 
Efq.  privy  counfellor  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,  member  of  the 
Britifli  parliament,  and  his  envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  majefty  ; 
and  on  the  part  of  his  Moft  Chrif¬ 
tian  majefty,  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftate* 
for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs, 
and  chief  of  the  royal  council  of 
finances  ;  who,  after  having  commu¬ 
nicated  to  each  other  their  refpe&ive 
full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the 
following  articles  : 

ARTICLE  I. 

“  Their  majefties  having  ftipu- 
lated  in  the  6th  article  of  the  laid 
treaty,  that  the  duties  on  hardwaie, 
cutlery,  cabinet-ware,  and  turnery, 
and  on  all  works  both  heavy  and 
light,  of  iron,fteel,  copper,  and  brals, 
/hall  be  clafted  ;  and  that  the  higheft 
duty  fhall  not  exceed  ten  per  cent,  ad 
valorem it  is  agreed,  that  cabinet 
ware  and  turnery,  and  every  thing 
that  is  included  under  thele  denomi¬ 
nations,  as  alfo  mufical  inftruments, 
fhall  pay  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem . 

All  articles  made  of  iron  or  fteel, 
pure  or  mixed,  or  worked  and  mount¬ 
ed  with  other  fulpftances,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  in  value  fixty  livres  Tournois , 
or  fifty  fhillings  per  quintal,  /hall  pay 
only  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  s  and 


*  See  this  treaty,  page  266  of  the  State  Papers,  in  the  Annual  Regifler  for 
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all  other  wares,  as  buttons,  buckles, 
knives,  fciftars,  and  all  the  different 
articles  included  under  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  hardware  and  cutlery,  as  alfo 
all  the  other  works  of  iron,  fteel,  cop¬ 
per,  and  brafs,  pure  or  mixed,  or 
worked  or  mounted  with  other  fub- 
ftances,  ihall  pay  ten  per  cent,  ad 
valorem. 

Ifeitherofthetwofovereignsfhould 
think  proper  to  admit  the  faid  arti¬ 
cles,  or  only  fome  of  them,  from  any 
other  nation,  by  reafon  of  their  utili- 
ry,at  a  lower  duty,  the  fubje&sof  the 
other  fovereign  ilia! I  be  allowed  to 
participate  in  fuch  diminution,  in 
order  that  no  foreign  nation  may  en¬ 
joy,  in  this  refpedt,  any  preference 
to  their  difadvantage. 

The  works  of  iron,  fteel,  copper, 
and  brafs  above  mentioned,  are  not 
to  be  underftood  to  extend  to  bar 
iron  or  pig  iron,  or  in  general  to 
any  kind  of  iron,  fteel,  copper,  or 
brafs,  in  the  ftate  of  the  raw  mate¬ 
rial. 

ARTICLE  II. 

“  Their  majefties  having  alfo  fti- 
pulated,  in  the  6th  article,  That 
for  the  better  fecuring  the  due  col- 
ledtion  of  the  duties  payable  ad  va¬ 
lorem,  which  are  fpecified  in  the  tariff, 
they  will  concert  with  each  other  the 
form  of  the  declarations  to  be  made, 
and  the  proper  means  of  preventing 
fraud  with  refpeft  to  the  real  value 
of  the  goods  and  merchandizes, it 
is  agreed,  that  each  declaration  /hall 
be  given  in  writing,  ftgned  by  the 
merchant,  owner,  or  fadtor,  who  an- 
fwers  for  the  merchandizes,  at  their 
entry,  which  declaration  /hall  con¬ 
tain  an  exadt  lift  of  all  the  faid  mer¬ 
chandizes,  and  of  their  packages,  of 
the  marks,  numbers,  and  cyphers, 
and  of  the  contents  of  each  bale  or 
Cafe,  and  /hall  certify  that  they  are  of 
the  grow tli, produce,  or  manufacture, 


of  the  kingdom  from  whence  they  are 
imported,  and  /hall  alfo  exprefs  the 
true  and  real  value  of  the  faid  mer¬ 
chandizes,  in  order  that  the  duties 
may  be  paid  in  confequence  thereof 
That  the  officers  of  the  cuftom-houfe 
where  the  declaration  may  be  made 
/hall  be  at  liberty  to  make  fuch  exa¬ 
mination  as  they  ihall  think  proper 
of  the  faid  merchandizes,  upon  their 
being  landed,  not  only  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  verifying  the  fads  alledged 
in  the  faid  declaration  that  the  mer¬ 
chandizes  are  of  the  produce  of  the 
country  therein  mentioned,  and  that 
the  ftatement  of  their  value  and 
quantity  is  exad,  but  alfo,  for  that 
of  preventing  the  clandeftine  intro¬ 
duction  of  other  merchandizes  in  the 
fame  bales  or  cafes ;  provided  ne- 
verthelefs,  that  fuch  examinations 
/hall  be  made  with  every  poftible  at¬ 
tention  to  the  convenience  of  the 
traders,  and  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  faid  merchandizes. 

In  cafe  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms 
fhould  not  be  fatisfied  with  the  valu¬ 
ation  made  of  the  merchandizes  in 
the  faid  declaration,  they  /hall  be 
at  liberty,  with  the  confent  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  cuftoms  at  the 
port,  or  of  fuch  other  officer  as  /hall 
be  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  to  take 
the  faid  merchandizes  according  to 
the  valuation  made  by  the  declara¬ 
tion,  allowing  to  the  merchant  or 
owner  an  overplus  of  10  per  cent, 
and  refunding  to  him  the  duties  he 
may  have  paid  for  the  faid  merchaa- 
dizes.  In  which  cafe  the  whole  a- 
mount  fnall  be  paid,  without  delay, 
by  the  cuftom-houfe  of  the  port,  if 
the  value  of  the  effeCts  in  queftion 
ihall  not  exceed  four  hundred  and 
eight  uvres  tourmis ,  or  twenty 
pounds  fterling  ;  and  within  fifteen 
days  at  iateft,  if  their  value  ihall  ex¬ 
ceed  that  fum. 

And 
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And  it  doubts  fhould  happen  to  a- 
rile  relpeCting  the  value  of  the  faid 
merchandizes,  or  the  country  of 
which  they  are  the  produce,  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  cuftoms  at  the  port  fhall 
come  to  a  determination  thereupon 
with  all  poffible  dilpatch,  and  no 
gi eater  fpace  ot  time  fhall  be  employ¬ 
ed  for  that  purpofe,  in  any  cafe,  than 
eight  days,  in  the  ports  where  the 
officers  who  have  the  principal  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  cuftoms  refide,  and  fifteen 
days  in  any  other  port  whatfoever. 

It  is  luppofed,  and  underfiood, 
that  the  merchandizes  admitted  by 
the  prefent  treaty  fhall  be  refpeCtively 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu¬ 
factures  of  the  dominions  of  the  two 
lovereigns  in  Europe. 

To  oblige  the  traderstobeaccurate 
in  the  declarations  required  by  the 
prefent  article,  as  alfo  to  prevent  any 
doubt  that  might  arife  on  that  pait 
of  the  10th  article  of  the  faid  treaty, 
which  provides  that  if  any  of  the 
effects  are  omitted  in  the  declara¬ 
tion  delivered  by  the  matter  of  the 
iliip,  they  fhall  not  be  liable  to  con- 
fifcation,  unlefs  there  be  a  manifeft 
appearance  of  fraud  ;  it  is  under- 
lfood,  that  in  fuch  cafe,  the  faid  ef¬ 
fects  fhall  be  confifcated,  unlefs  fa- 
tisfaCtory  proof  be  given  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  cuftoms  that  there  was 
not  any  intention  ot  fraud. 

ARTICLE  III. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  callicoes  manufactured  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  or  in  other  countries,  as 
if  they  had  been  manufactured  in 
the  refpeCtive  dominions  of  the  two 
fovereigns  of  Europe,  it  is  agreed 
that  the  callicoes  manufactured  in  the 
faid  dominions,  for  exportation  from 
one  country  to  the  other  refpeCtive- 
Jy,  fhall  have  at  the  two  ends  ot  each 
piece  a  particular  mark,  woven  in  the 
Vol.  XXIX. 
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piece,  to  be  fettled  in  concert  by 
the  two  governments,  of  which  mark 
the  refpeCtive  government  fhall  give 
nine  months  previous  notice  to  the 
manufacturers  ;  and  the  faid  mark 
fin  a  1 1  be  altered  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  cafe  may  require.  It  is  further 
agreed,  that  until  the  faid  precaution 
can  be  put  in  execution  the  faid  calli¬ 
coes  mutually  exported  fhall  be  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  certificate  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  cuftoms,  or  of  fuch  other 
officers  as  final  1  be  appointed  for  that 
purpofe,  declaring  that  they  were 
fabricated  in  the  country  from 
whence  they  were  exported,  and  alio 
that  they  are  furmfhed  with  the 
marks  already  ’  prefcribed  in  the  re¬ 
fpeCtive  countries,  to  diftinguifh  fuch 
callicoes  from  thofe  which  come  from 
other  countries. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

In  fettling  the  duties  upon  cam¬ 
brics  and  lawns,  it  is  underfiood  that 
the  breadth  fhould  not  exceed,  for 
the  cambrics,  feven-eighths  of  a  yard, 
Englifh  meafure  (about  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  ell  of  France);  and  for  the 
lawns,  one  yard  and  a  quarter,  Eng¬ 
lifh  meafure  (one  ell  ot  France)  and 
if  any  fhall  hereafter  be  made  of  a 
greater  breadth  than  what  is  above- 
mentioned,  they  dial  1  pay  a  duty  of 
ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

ARTICLE  V. 

It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  the  flipula- 
tions  in  the  eighteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  filial  1  not  beconflrued  to  dero¬ 
gate  from  the  privileges,  regulations, 
and  ufages  already  etlabliihed  in  the 
cities  or  ports  of  the  refpeCtive  do¬ 
minions  of  the  two  fovereigns  :  and 
further,  that  the  twenty-fifth  article 
of  the  faid  treaty  fhall  be  conftrued 
to  relate  only  to  fhips  lulpeCted  of 
carrying,  in  time  of  war,  to  the 
[6’J  enemies 
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enemies  of  either  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties  any  prohibited  ar¬ 
ticle,  denominated  contraband  ;  and 
the  faid  article  is  not  to  hinder  the 
examinations  of  the  officers  of  cuf- 
toms,  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing 
illicit  trade  in  the  refpe&ive  domi¬ 
nions. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Their  niajeilies  having  ftipulated, 
by  the  forty-third  article  of  the  faid 
treaty,  that  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  functions  of  the  confuls  fhould  be 
determined,  “  and  that  a  conven¬ 
tion  relative  to  this  point  fhould  be 
concluded  immediately  alter  the 
lignature  of  the  prefent  treaty,  of 
which  it  fhould  be  deemed  to  con- 
ftitute  a  part,”  it  is  agreed  that  the 
faid  ulterior  convention  fhall  be  fet¬ 
tled  within  the  fpace  of  two  months, 
and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  con¬ 
fuls  general,  confuls,  and  vice  confuls 
fhall  conform  to  the  ufages  which 
are  now  obferved,  relative  to  the 
confulfhip,  in  the  refpedlive  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  two  fovereigns  ;  and 
that  they  fhall  enjoy  all  the  privi¬ 
leges,  rights,  and  immunities  be¬ 
longing  to  their  office,  and  which 
are  allowed  to  the  confuls  general, 
confuls,  and  vice-confuls,  of  the 
mod  favoured  nation. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

It  {hall  be  lawful  for  the  fubje&s 
of  his  Britannic  majefty  to  proiecute 
their  debtors  in  France,  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  debts  contracted  in  the 
dominions  of  his  faid  majefty,  or 
elfewhere  in  Europe  ;  and  there  to 
bring  addons  againll  them,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  practice  of  law  in  ufe 
in  the  kingdom :  provided  that  there 
fhall  be  the  like  ufags  in  favour  of 
iLench  fubje£ts,  in  the  European 


dominions  of  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  articles  of  the  prefent  con¬ 
vention  fhall  be  ratified  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  his  Britannic  majefty,  and 
by  his  Mod  Chriftian  majefty,  in 
one  month,  or  l'ooner,  if  it  can  be 
done,  after  the  exchange  of  fig- 
natures  between  the  plenipotenti¬ 
aries. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  mi- 
nifters  plenipotentiary  have  figned 
the  prelent  convention,  and  have 
caufed  the  ieals  of  our  arms  to  be  fet 
thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  Fifteenth 
of  January,  One  Thouland 
Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty- 

fevpn 

Wm.  Eden,  (L.  S.) 
Gravier  de  Vergennes,  (L.S.) 


Letter  from  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  on  the  Recall  of  the  Comte  de 
Goertz,  his  Maje  fly's  Envoy  Ex¬ 
traordinary  to  their  High  Mighti - 
nefjes. 

HIGH  and  mighty  lords,  and 
particularly  good  friends  and 
neignbours  : 

As  I  fent  my  minifter  of  Hate, 
the  Comte  de  Goertz,  fome  time 
fince,  to  allure  your  high  mighti- 
nefies  of  my  fincere  friendfhip  and 
confideration  for  the  republic  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  in  order  to 
contribute  all  in  my  power  towards 
the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  interior 
tranquillity  of  their  country,  your 
high  mightinelfes  mud,  by  that,  be 
fully  convinced  of  my  fentiments  : 
but  the  principal  purport  of  the 

million 
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million  of  the  Comte  de  Goertz 
having,  to  my  great  regret,  not 
anlwered  the  end  propoied,  I  can¬ 
not  negleCt  the  recall  of  that  mi- 
nilter  any  longer.  J  charged  him 
to  allure  your  high  mightineffcs 
again,  that  I  defired  nothing  more 
warmly  than  the  repofe  and  pro- 
fperity  of  your  republic.  And  1  am, 
with  confideration  and  friendfhip, 
the  good  friend  and  neighbour  of 
your  high  mightineffes. 

(Signed) 

Frederic  William. 
and  underneath, 
Finkenstein  Hertzbekg. 
Berlin,  Jan.  27,  1787. 


7 he  Speech  of  his  Grace  Charles  Duke 
of  Rutland,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  to  both  Honfes  of  Parlia- 
menty  Jan.  18,  1 7 87. 

My  Lords ,  and  Gentlemen^ 

HAD  hoped,  that  upon  the  pre- 
fent  occasion  of  meeting  you 
again  in  parliament,  it  would  have 
been  in  my  power  to  have  announced 
to  you  the  entire  fupprelTion  ofthofe 
commotions  which  in  lome  parts 
of  the  kingdom  have  difturbed  the 
general  tranquillity.  Under  the 
prefent  circumftances  J  am  per- 
fuaded  by  my  confidence  in  the  ac- 
cuftomed  proofs  of  your  wifdoin 
and  zeal,  that  1  fhall  receive  from 
you  whatever  ailiftance  may  be  ne- 
cellary  for  the  more  effectual  vin¬ 
dication  of  the  laws,  and  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  fociety.  Your  uniform 
regard  for  the  rights  of  all  your 
fellow-fubjeCts,  and  your  zealous 
attachment  to  the  religious  and  ci¬ 
vil  couftitutions  of  your  country, 
will  ftimulate  your  attention  to  their 
infeparable  interefts,  and  will  enfure 
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our  efpeciaJ  fupport  of  the  efta~ 
billed  church,  and  the  rel’peCtable 
fituation  of  its  minifters. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  Com- 
vionsy 

I  have  direCted  the  proper  offi¬ 
cers  to  lay  the  national  accounts 
before  you :  and  I  trult  you  will 
make  the  necelfary  provisions  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  and  the 
honourable  fupport  of  his  majelty’s 
govern  ment. 

My  Lords ,  and  Gentlemen , 

An  aCt  was  palled  in  the  laft  fef- 
lion  of  the  Britilh  parliament  for 
the  further  increafe  of  lliipping  and 
navigation.  You  will,  I  doubt  not 
take  proper  mea lutes  to  confirm  to 
this  country  a  full  participation  of 
its  advantages. 

I  have  the  fatisfaCtion  to  inform 
you,  by  the  king’s  command,  that 
his  majefty  has  concluded  a  treaty 
of  navigation  and  commerce  with 
the  Molt  Chriftian  king.  A  copy 
of  this  treaty  will  be  laid  before 
you,  in  which  you  will  not  fad  to 
obferve  the  attention  which  is  paid 
to  the  interelts  of  this  kingdom  ; 
and  I  ttuft  that  your  adoption  of  it 
here,  by  Inch  laws  as  may  be  re- 
quifite  to  give  it  effeCt,  will  be  at¬ 
tended  with  real  benefit  to  the  coun-  , 
try,  by  fuccelsfully  encouraging  ' 
the  efforts  of  her  indultry  and  emu¬ 
lation. 

The  trade  and  manufactures,  and 
particularly  the  linen  manufacture 
of  this  kingdom  ;  the  protellant 
charter-fchools,  and  other  public 
inftitutions  for  charitable  purpofes, 
will  not  fail  to  engage  yourconltant 
care  and  encouragement  :  and  I 
hope  that  fome  liberal  and  extenlive 
plan  for  the  general  improvement 
[S]  2  *  of 


276]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1787. 


of  education  will  be  matured  for 
an  early  execution. 

A  longer  acquaintance  with  this 
country  drengthens  my  anxious 
wifhes  for  its  welfare;  and  I  (ball 
experience  the  mod;  fenfible  grati¬ 
fication,  it  in  my  adminidralicn  of 
the  king’s  government,  I  can,  with 
a  tuccels  in  any  degree  correfpon- 
dent  to  thofe  wifhes,  accomplifh  his 
majedy’s  earned  defire  to  promote 
and  fecure  the  happinefs  and  pro- 
fperity  of  Ireland, 


The  Speech  of  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Speaker  of  the  HouJe  of  Com¬ 
mons  in  Ireland,  to  bis  Grace  the 
Lord  Lieutenant ,  on  prefenting  the 
Money  bills  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords ,  March  17,  1787. 

May  it  pie  a fe  your  Grace , 
^"TT“^HE  wifidom  of  the  principle 
JL  which  the  commons  have  eda- 
bliihed  and  perfevered  in,  under 
your  grace’s  auipices,  of  preventing 
the  further  accumulation  of  national 
debt,  is  now  powerfully  felt  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom,  in  its  many  bene¬ 
ficial  confequences-— public  credit 
has  gradually  rifen  to  a  height  un¬ 
known  for  many  years — agricul¬ 
ture  has  brought  in  new  fupplies  of 
wealth — and  the  merchants  and  ma¬ 
nufacturers  are  each  encouraged  to 
extend  their  efforts,  by  the  fecurity 
it  has  given  them,  that  no  new 
taxes  will  obdruCt  the  progrefs  of 
their  works,  or  impede  the  fuccefs 
of  their  {peculations. 

Such  is  the  happy  fituation  of  this 
kingdom  from  the  fupport  which 
your  grace’s  condant  and  zealous 
care  has  given  to  the  operation  of 
that  principle  ;  and  this  fituation  is 
peculiarly  fortunate  at  the  prefent 
period,  when  his  majedy’s  gracious 


attention  to  the  interefts  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  has  opened  new  objeCts  of  ma¬ 
nufacture,  and  new  channels  of  com¬ 
merce  to  their  indudry. 

Happy,  however,  as  our  fituation 
is,  we  know  that  all  its  biddings  will 
be  a  vain  expectation,  if  a  fpirit  of 
outrage  and  oppofition  to  law  fhall 
prevent  internal  indudry,  and  de¬ 
preciate  the  national  character  j  we 
have,  therefore,  applied  ourfeives  to 
form  fuch  laws  as  mud,  under  the 
firmnefs  and  judice  of  your  grace  s 
government,  effectually  and  ipeedi- 
ly  fupprefs  that  lawlefs  fpirit. 

His  majedy’s  faithful  commons 
do  now  cheerfully  continue  all  the 
prefent  taxes  ;  and  having  conftant- 
ly  experienced  how  well  founded 
their  confidence  has  been  in  your 
grace’s  prudent  adminidration  of 
the  public  treafure,  they  do  with 
the  greater  fatisfaCtion  declare,  that 
they  give  and  grant  them  in  the 
mod  decided  expectation,  that  by 
your  grace’s  frugal  and  jud  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  public  revenue,  they 
will  be  rendered  fufficient  to  anfwer 
the  public  expence,  without  the  fur¬ 
ther  accumulation  of  debt  or  in- 
creafe  of  taxes. 


The  Speech  of  his  Grace  Charles  Duke 
of  Rutland,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  on  their  Prorogation ,  May 

28,  1787. 

My  Lords ,  and  Gentlemen , 

N  relieving  you  from  further  at¬ 
tendance  in  the  prefent  fdiion 
of  parliament,  I  have  the  fatisfaCtion 
of  fignifying  to  you  his  majedy’s 
entire  approbation  of  the  wife  and 
vigorous  meafures  by  which  you 
have  diftinguifhed  your  zeal  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  public  peace,  and 

the 
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the  tranquillity  of  the  country.  My 
tbenuous  exertions  (hall  not  be  want¬ 
ing  to  carry  your  falutary  provisions 
into  execution,  to  aflert  the  juft  do¬ 
minion  ot  the  laws,  and  to  eftablifli 
the  Security  of  property,  as  well  as 
perfonal  fafety,  to  all  defcriptions 
ot  his  majefty’s  fubjeCts  in  this  king¬ 
dom. 

The  decided  tenor  of  your  con¬ 
duct  allures  me  of  your  continued 
and  cordial  afliftance,  and  that  you 
will,  with  your  utmoft  influence, 
imp  refs  upon  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  a  lull  conviction  what  danger¬ 
ous  effeCts  to  the  general  welfare, 
and  to  the  growing  profperity  of  the 
nation,  ante  from  the  pievalence  of 
even  partial  or  temporary  difturb- 
ance.  Admonifh  them,  that  the 
benevolent  but  watchful  fpirit  of 
the  legiflature,  which  induces  it  to 
encouiage  induftry  and  exertion, 
will,  at  the  lame  time,  be  awake 
to  the  correction  of  thofe  exceffes, 
which  are  the  inleparable  com¬ 
panions  of  idlenefs  and  licentious 
dilorder. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com - 
monsy 

I  thank  you,  in  the  king’s  name, 
for  the  fupplies  which  you  have  So 
cheerfully  provided  for  the  tuppoit 
ot  his  majefty’s  government.  You 
may  depend  upon  their  being  faith¬ 
fully  applied  to  the  puipoles  for 
which  they  are  granted. 

The  meafures  which  you  have 
taken  for  increafing  public  credit  and 
diminishing  the  national  debt,  are 
confonant  to  that  wifdom  and  affec¬ 
tion  to  your  country  which  have 
ever  diftinguiflied  the  parliament  of 
Ireland. 

My  Lor  cl i  and  Gentlemen , 

A  new  and  powerful  incitement 
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to  the  national  induftry  has  been 
opened  by  the  treaty  of  commerce 
with  f ranee,  in  which  the  utmoft: 
attention  is  manifefted  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  Ireland.  The  claims  of 
this  kingdom  to  an  equal  participa¬ 
tion  in  treaties  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Portugal,  have  been  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  the  court  of  Lifbon. 
Thefe  are  decided  testimonies  of  his 
majefty’s  paternal  regard,  and  frefli 
confirmations  of  his  gracious  refolu- 
tion  to  confider  the  intereft:  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  as  infepa- 
rable  :  a  principle  which,  by  uniting 
the-  faculties  and  affections  of  the 
empire,  gives  ftrength  and  fecurity 
to  every  pait  ot  it ;  a  principle 
which,  with  your  accuftomed  wif¬ 
dom,  you  have  Still  further  corro¬ 
borated  by  the  late  arrangement  of 
your  laws  of  navigation. 

The  loyalty  and  attachment  of 
his  faithful  people  of  Ireland  are 
highly  grateful  to  the  king  ;  and  by 
his  majefty’s  exprefs  command  I  am 
to  aflure  you  of  his  moft  gracious 
and  affectionate  protection. 

To  fulfil  my  lovereign’s  pleafure, 
which  conftantiy  direCts  me  to  ftudy 
the  true  happinefs  of  this  kingdom, 
is  the  great  and  fettled  objeCt  ot  my 
ambition  ;  and  upon  this  balls  I  Shall 
hope  to  have  eftablifhed  a  permanent 
claim  to  your  good  opinion,  and  to 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  the 
people  of  Ireland. 


Memorial  prefented  to  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  United  Provinces ,  by  his 
Excellency  the  Baron  cle  Thule- 
meyer.  Envoy  Extraordinary  from 
his  Majej'iy  the  King  oj  Pruftia. 

THE  orders  of  his  Pruflian  ma- 
jc Sly  command  his  envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  underfigned,  to  comniu- 
[S]  3  nicate 
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mcate  to  your  high  mightinefles  the 
memorial  here  annexed,  which  he 
has  the  honour  of  transmitting  to 
their  noble  and  grand  powers  the 
States  of  Holland,  refpedting  the 
attack  made  upon  the  auguft  perfon 
of  the  fifter  of  his  majefty,  and  the 
repeated  demand  of  a  proportionate 
fatisfadtion  for  that  infult. 

His  majefty  is  anxious  to  give 
your  high  and  powerful  mightinefles 
this  new  mark  of  his  confidence  and 
friendiliip.  He  gratefully  returns 
his  approbation  of  the  conduct  which 
you  have  adopted  .and  adhered  to  in 
the  courfe  of  the  whole  of  this  dift 
agreeable  event,  and  the  repeated 
exhortations  you  have  made  ufe  of  to 
bring  about  fuch  difpofition  as  his 
majefty  has  a  right  to  expedt,  from 
the  province  chiefly  interefted  in 
rendering  fatisfadtion  to  the  honour 
and  juft  demands  of  a  prince,  the 
friend  and  neighbour  of  the  repub¬ 
lic. 

His  majefty  does  not  in  the  lead 
doubt  that  your  high  mightinefles 
will  perfevere  in  the  fame  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  contribute  to  effedt,  with¬ 
out  lofs  of  time,  fuch  fatisfadtion  as 
the  king  demands. 

(Signed)  De  Thulemeyer, 
At  the  Hague, 

Aug.  6,  1787. 


Memorial  prefented  to  their  noble  and 
grand  Ponders  the  States  0}  Hol¬ 
land  and  Weft  Friefland,  by  his 
Excellency  the  Baron  de  Thule- 
meyer,  Envoy  Extraordinary  from 
his  P  ruffian  Majefy. 

Noble ,  grand ,  and  powerful 
Lords , 

underfigned  envoy  extra- 
JL  ordinary  from  his  Pruflian 
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majefty  has  tranfmitted  to  the  king 
his  mafter  the  refolution  which 
your  noble  and  grand  powers  have 
ordered  to  be  returned,  in  anfwer  to 
his  memorial  of  the  10th  of  July, 
refpedting  the  attack  made  upon 
the  perfon  of  the  auguft  fifter  of  the 
monarch. 

The  king  could  not,  without  ex¬ 
treme  furprife,  learn,  that  inftead  of 
fulfilling  his  juft  expectations  of  an 
offer  of  fatisfadtion  proportioned  to 
the  infult,  an  anfwer  has  been 
grounded  on  arguments  evafive  and 
infuflicient.  His  majefty  will  not 
diflemble  to  your  noble,  great,  and 
powerful  lords,  that  the  pretended 
ignorance  of  the  motives  which  have 
condudted  her  royal  higbnefs  to  the 
Hague,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  a 
popular  tumult,  will  never  give  a 
colour  of  excufe  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  commiftioners  fitting  at  Wo- 
erden.  Such  a  fufpicion,  oftenta- 
tioufly  publifhed,  is  a  new  infult. 
The  word  of  the  princefs,  her  fo- 
lemn  declaration  that  fine  did  not 
undertake  the  journey  to  the  Hague, 
but  from  motives  the  moft  pure, — 
namely,  to  quiet  all  minds,  and  to 
point  out  the  minds  of  a  general 
reconciliation  in  the  provinces,  were 
lufficient  to  give  the  deputies  of 
your  noble  and  grand  mightinefles 
the  moft  perfedt  convidtion  of  her 
intentions.  If  the  people,  over¬ 
flowing  with  love  and  gratitude  to 
the  illuftrious  houfe  of  the  founders 
of  the  liberty  and  independence  of 
the  Belgic  ftates,  ihould  have  for¬ 
got  themfelves,  and  become  tumul¬ 
tuous  ;  if  the  prefence  of  the  auguft 
confort  or  the  ftadtholder  fliould 
have  produced  fuch  cemonftrations 
of  joy  as  would  have  al+edted  the 
public  tranquillity,  the  means  of 
making  the  reftdence  of  the  fove- 
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reign  fecure  from  any  attack,  and 
unproductive  of  any  danger,  which 
was  probably  exaggerated  in  ex¬ 
pectation,  were  left  then  to  the  drf- 
cretion  of  your  noble  and  grand 
mightineffes. 

The  care  befides  with  which  her 
royal  highnefs  had  prevented  any 
public  teftimony  from  being  made 
of  improper  and  ill-timed  zeal,  by 
concealingfrom  the  public  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  her  approaching  arrival, 
was  a  circumftance  which  gave  her 
a  new  claim  to  the  acknowledg¬ 
ments  of  government. 

It  is  at  the  Hague,  noble,  grand, 
and  powerful  lords,  it  is  in  your 
own  refidence,  v/here  every  citizen 
ought  to  enjoy  full  liberty,  as  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  enlightened  wifdom 
of  your  anceftors,  that  the  refolu- 
tion  was  taken,  to  deny  an  entrance 
into  the  province  of  Holland  to  the 
fifter  of  a  great  monarch,  to  the 
confort  of  a  prince  inverted  with 
the  firft  honours  of  your  rtate. 

The  king  will  not  trouble  himfelf 
with  enquiiing  into  the  legality  of 
the  right  of  refufal  which  the  com* 
million  of  Woerden  affumed  to  itfelf 
upon  this  occalion. 

His  majefty  will,  however,  con- 
fider  more  attentively  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  given  and  executed. 
A  number  of  armed  perfons  fur¬ 
rounding  the  carriage  of  her  royal 
highnefs,  and  the  retinue  that  fol¬ 
lowed  her,  was  lather  becoming  a 
priloner  of  rtate  than  a  great  prin- 
cefs,  entitled  to  relptCt  fiorn  her 
illurtrious  birth,  her  noble  and  emi¬ 
nent  qualifications,  her  virtues,  and 
her  ientiments,  which  llie  has  con- 
ftantly  and  invariably  confecrated 
to  the  fervice  of  the  republic.  Her 
royal  highnefs  is  fcarcely  arrived  at 
Schoonhoven,  when  guaids  are  rta- 
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tioned  in  all  the  avenues  of  her 
houfe,  and  an  officer  even  placed 
in  her  apaitment,  with  a  naked 
fword  in  his  hand.  Proceedings  fo 
outrageous  and  offenfive  have  made 
a  deep  imprertion  upon  the  mind  of 
the  king  my  mafler.  His  majefty 
confiders  this  injury  as  offered  to 
himfelf;  and  it  is  at  the  inftance,  and 
in  confoimity  with  the  expreis  or¬ 
ders  of  his  majefty,  that  the  under- 
figned  again  makes  a  demand  from 
your  noble  and  grand  powers,  of  an 
immediate  and  fuitable  fatisfadfion 
tor  the  infult  which  has  been  offer¬ 
ed.  His  majefty  farther  enjoins  me 
not  to  fuffer  you  to  remain  igno¬ 
rant  that  he  will  infill:  invariably 
upon  this  fatisfadfion  ;  and  that  he 
will  not  content  himfelf  with  a  dif- 
cuftion  of  detached  circumftances, 
vague  excufes,  or  farther  fhifts  and 
evafions.  The  king  is  by  no  means 
infenfible  of  the  refpedt  due  to  the 
republic  of  the  united  provinces, 
and  the  illurtrious  affembly  of  the 
ftates  general,  which  reprefent  the 
lovereignty  cf  the  ftates  with  re¬ 
gard  to  foreign  powers.  His  ma¬ 
jefty  has  been  pleafed  to  approve, 
with  the  moft  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ments,  of  the  declared  dilavowal 
and  difcountenance  which  their  high 
mightineffes  have  manifefted  to  the 
mea fures  adopted  in  Holland,  re- 
Ipedling  the  point  which  makes  the 
fubjedt  of  the  prefent  memorial. 

The  teftimonies  of  friendffu’p 
which  the  king  and  his  auguft  pre- 
deceffors  have  at  all  times  been 
eager  to  give  to  the  republic  of  the 
united  piovinces,  on  many  intereft- 
ing  and  critical  occafions,  authorize 
his  majefty  to  txpedf  from  your  no¬ 
ble  and  grand  powers  a  juft  return 
of  relpedt,  and  a  reparation  of  the 
grievance  which  the  underfigned  is 
[S]  4  charged 
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charged  to  repeat  his  complaint  of.  (in  cafe  that  your  high  mightinefTes 
It  is  from  your  prudence,  noble,  judge  fuch  intervention  necefTary) 
grand,  and  powerful  lords,  and  the  and  that  of  Zealand,  has  called  to 
refult  of  your  farther  deliberations  mind,  on  this  occafion,  the  repeat- 


on  this  fubjedt,  that  his  majedy  ex¬ 
pects  an  anfwer,  fpeedy  and  fatif- 
fadory. 

(Signed)  De  Thulemeyer. 
At  the  Hague, 

Aug.  6,  1787. 


Memorial  prefented  to  their  High 
MightineJJes  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces ,  Aug.  14, 
1787,  hy  Sir  James  Harris,  K.  B. 
the  Britifh  AmhaJJ'ador  at  the 
Hague. 

High  and  mighty  Lords , 

HE  king,  animated  with  the 
trued  and  mod  fincere  fentr- 
rnents  of  friendfhip  for  your  high 
mightinefTes,  cannot  without  ex¬ 
treme  pain  fee  the  continuation  of 
the  unfortunate  troubles  which  fub- 
fift  in  the  republic  of  the  United 
Provinces ;  and  which,  by  their 
continuation,  threaten  the  mod 
grievous  confequences. 

The  memorials  which  the  under¬ 
lined  envoy  extraordinary  and  mi- 
nider  plenipotentiary  has  prefented 
to  your  high  mightinefTes,  fince  he 
had  the  honour  to  refide  here,  have 
fhewn,  that  the  king  his  mader,  as 
a  good  friend  and  neighbour  of  the 
republic,  has  never  cealed  defiring 
to  fee  peace  re~edablifhed  ;  and  his 
majedy  will  be  always  difpofed  to 
co-opeFate  on  his  part,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  your  high  mightinefTes 
may  judge  proper. 

His  majedy  having  obferved  that 
the  dates  of  the  provinces  of  Zea¬ 
land  and  Friefland  have  declared 
their  difpofition  to  afk  the  media¬ 
tion  of  fame  neighbouring  powers, 


ed  adurances  which  the  king  has 
given  of  his  friendfhip  for  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Provinces  ;  the  underfigned  has 
exprefs  orders  to  affure  your  high 
mightinefTes  that  his  majedy  has 
condantiy  drongly  at  heart  the  re- 
edablifhment  of  the  tranquillity  of 
the  republic,  the  prefervation  of 
the  true  conditution,  and  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  jud  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges  of  all  its  members.  His 
majedy  feels  the  greated  fatisfac- 
tion,  in  having  realon  to  think  that 
the  internal  means,  furnifhed  by 
the  conditution  itfelf,  have  power 
fuffi  cient  to  accomplifh  fo  falutary 
an  object.  But  at  the  fame  time, 
if  your  high  mightinefTes  are  de¬ 
cided,  that  it  is  necefTary  to  recur 
to  a  foreign  mediation,  and  to  in¬ 
vite  his  majedy  j  then,  in  natural 
confequence  of  his  affe&ion,  and 
of  his  good  will  for  the  republic, 
the  king  will  be  eager  to  prove  to 
your  high  mightinefTes  his  fincere 
defire  to  employ  all  the  care  that 
may  depend  on  his  majedy  to  bring 
the  negotiation  to  a  happy,  folid, 
and  permanent  ifTue. 

James  Harris. 


Convention  between  his  Britannic 
Majejty  and  the  Moji  Cbrijiian 
King. 

Signed  at  Verfailles,  Aug.  31,  1787. 

1FF1CULTIES  having  arifen 
in  the  Ead  Indies,  relative  to 
the  meaning  and  extent  of  the  thir¬ 
teenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
figned  at  Verfailles,  Sept.  3,  1783  j 
his  Britannic  majedy  and  his  mod 
Chridian  majedy,  with  a  view  to 

remove 
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remove  every  caufe  of  dilpute  be¬ 
tween  their  refpe&ive  fubjedts  in 
that  part  of  the  woild,  have  thought 
proper  to  make  a  particular  con¬ 
vention,  which  may  ferve  as  an  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  thirteenth  article 
above-mentioned,  In  this  view,  their 
laid  majefties  have  named  for  their 
refpe&ive  plenipotentiaries,  to  wit, 
on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
William  h'.den,  Eiq;  privy  counfel- 
lor  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
member  of  the  Britifli  parliament, 
and  his  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minifter  plenipotentiary  to  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty  ;  and,  on  the  part 
of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  the 
Sieur  Armand  Mark,  Count  de 
Montmorin  de  St.  Herein,  marflial 
of  his  camps  and  forces,  councilor 
in  all  his  councils,  knight  of  his 
order  and  of  the  golden  fleece,  mi- 
nilter  and  fecretary  of  ftate  and  of 
his  commands  and  finances,  having 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs  ; 
who,  after  having  communicated  to 
each  other  their  refpeCtive  full  pow¬ 
ers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following 
articles : 

I.  His  Britannic  majefty  again 
engages,  “  to  take  fuch  meafuresas 
“  fhail  be  in  his  power  for  fecuring 
“  to  the  fubjeCts  of  France  a  fafe, 
“  free,  and  independent  trade,  fuch 
“  as  was  carried  on  by  the  French 
“  Eaft  India  company,’’  and  as  it  is 
explained  in  the  following  articles, 
“  whether  they  exercife  it  inclivi- 
“  dually,  or  as  a  company as  well 
in  the  Nabobfhip  of  Arcot,  and  the 
countries  of  Madura  and  Tanjore, 
-as  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Ba- 
har,  and  Orixa,  in  the  northern 
circars,  and  in  general  in  all  the 
Britifh  poircftions  on  the  coafts  of 
Orixa,  Coromandel,  and  Malabar. 

II,  In  order  to  prevent  all  abufes 
and  difputes  relative  to  the  impor¬ 


tation  of  fait,  it  is  agreed  that  the 
French  fhail  not  import  annually 
into  Bengal  more  than  two  hundred 
thouland  maunds  of  la  It  :  the  fa  id 
fait  fhail  be  delivered  at  a  place  of 
depofit  appointed  for  that  purpole 
by  the  government  of  Bengal,  and 
to  officers  of  the  laid  government, 
at  the  fixed  price  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  rupees  for  every  hun¬ 
dred  maunds. 

III.  There  fhail  be  delivered  an¬ 
nually  for  the  French  commerce, 
upon  demand  of  the  French  agent 
in  Bengal,  eighteen  thouland  maunds 
of  faltpetre,  and  three  hundred  c hefts 
of  opium,  at  the  price  eftablifhed 
before  the  late  war. 

IV.  The  fix  ancient  factories, 
namely,  Chandernagore,  Coffimbu- 
zar,  Decca,  Jugdea,  Balafore,  and 
Patna,  with  the  tetritories  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  faid  factories,  fhail  be 
under  the  protection  of  the  French 
flag,  and  fubjeCt  to  the  French  juhf- 
diftion. 

V.  France  fhail  always  have  pof- 
fiffion  of  the  ancient  houfes  of 
pore,  Keerpoy,  Cannicole,  Mohufc- 
pore,  Serampore,  and  Chittagong  ; 
as  well  as  the  dependencies  on  Soo- 
pore,  viz.  Ganrjurat,  Allende,  Chint- 
zabad,  Patoicha,  Monepore,  and 
Dolobody  ;  and  fliall  further  have 
the  faculty  of  eftabhfhing  new  houfes 
of  commerce  ;  but  none  of  the  laid 
houles  fhail  have  any  jurifdkftioo, 
or  any  exemption  from  the  ordinary 
juftice  of  the  country  exercifed  over 
Britifli  fubjeCts. 

VI.  His  Britannic  Majefty  en¬ 
gages  to  take  mealures  to  fecure 
French  fubjeCts,  without  the  limits 
of  the  ancient  factories  above-men¬ 
tioned,  an  exaCf  and  impartial  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice  in  all  matters 
concerning  their  perfons  or  proper¬ 
ties,  or  the  carrying  on  theii  trade. 

in 
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in  the  fame  manner  and  as  effectually 
as  to  his  own  fubjeCts. 

VII.  All  Europeans  as  well  as 
natives,  againft  whom  judicial  pro¬ 
ceedings  fhall  be  inftituted,  within 
the  limits  of  the  ancient  factories 
above-mentioned,  for  offences  com¬ 
mitted,  or  debts  contracted,  within 
the  faid  limits,  and  who  fhall  take 
refuge  out  of  the  fame,  fhall  be  de¬ 
livered  up  to  the  chiefs  of  the  faid 
factories  ;  and  all  Europeans,  or 
others  whatfoever,  againft  whom  ju¬ 
dicial  proceedings  fhall  be  inftituted, 
within  the  faid  limits,  and  who  fhall 
take  refuge  within  the  fame,  fhall 
be  delivered  up  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
laid  factories,  upon  demand  being 
made  of  them  by  the  governor  of 
the  country. 

VIII.  All  the  fubjeCts  of  either 
nation  refpeClively,  who  fhall  take 
refuge  within  the  factories  of  the 
other,  fhall  be  delivered  up  on  each 
fide,  upon  demand  being  made  of 
them. 

IX.  The  faCtory  of  Yanam,  with 
its  dependencies,  having,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  the  faid  treaty  of  peace, 
been  delivered  up  by  Mr.  William 
Hamilton,  on  the  part  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty,  to  Mr.  Peter  Paul 
Martin,  on  the  part  of  his  moft 
Chriftiun  majefty,  the  reftituiion 
thereof  is  confirmed  by  the  prefent 
convention,  in  the  terms  of  the  in- 
ftrument  bearing  date  the  feventh 
of  March,  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-five,  and  figned  by 
Mefiieurs  Hamilton  and  Martin. 

X.  The  prefent  convention  fhall 
be  ratified  and  confirmed  in  the 
lpace  of  three  months,  or  fooner  if 
it  can  be-  done,  after  the  exchange 
of  fignatures  between  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries. 

In  witnefs  whereof  we,  minifters 
plenipotentiary,  have  figned  the 


prefent  convention,  and  have  caufed 
the  feals  of  our  arms  to  be  affixed 
thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  Aug.  31 ,  1787. 

Wm.  Eden,  (L.  S.) 
Le  Cte.  de  Montmorin,  (L.  S.) 


Franflation  of  the  Declaration  and 
Counter- Declaration  'which  'were 
refpedively  fgned  and  exchanged 
at  Verfailles,  on  the  27 th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Dorlet,  his  Majefy's  Ambaffador 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary , 
and  the  Right  Honourable  William 
Eden,  his  Majejly  s  Envoy  Extra¬ 
ordinary  and  Minifer  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary ,  on  the  Part  of  his  Majefly  ; 
and  by  the  Count  de  Montmorin, 
bis  tnojl  Chri/iian  Majejly's  Adi- 
nijler  and  Secretary  of  State ,  hav¬ 
ing  the  Department  of  Foreign  Af¬ 
fair  ss  on  the  Part  of  his  moft  Chrif- 
tian  Majejly . 

DECLARATION. 

r- jp*  H  E  events  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  republic  of  the 
United  Provinces,  appearing  no 
longer  to  leave  any  fubjeCt  of  dii- 
cuffion,  and  ftill  lefs  of  conteft,  be¬ 
tween  the  two  courts,  the  under- 
figned  are  authorized  to  alk.  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  the  intention  ot  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty  to  carry  into  et- 
feCt  the  notification  made  on  the 
r6th  of  September  laft,  by  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty’s  minister  plenipo¬ 
tentiary,  which,  by  announcing  that 
fuccours  would  be  given  in  Holland, 
has  occafioned  the  naval  armaments 
on  the  part  of  his  majefty  ;  which 
armaments  have  become  recipro¬ 
cal. 

If  the  court  of  Verfailles  Is  difi* 
paled  to  explain  itlelf  upon  this 

lubjedl, 
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fubje<5l,  and  upon  the  condu<5l  to  be 
adopted  towards  the  republic,  in  a 
manner  conformable  to  the  defire 
which  has  been  expreffed  on  both 
fides,  to  prefer ve  the  good  under- 
ftanding  between  the  two  courts  ; 
and  it  being  alfo  urderftood,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  there  is  no 
view  of  hoftility  towards  any  quar¬ 
ter,  in  confequence  of  what  has  paf- 
fed  ;  his  majefty,  always  anxious  to 
concur  in  the  friendly  fentiments  of 
his  mod  Chriftian  majefty,  would 
agree  with  him  that  the  arma¬ 
ments,  and  in  general  all  wailike 
preparations,  fhould  be  difcontinued 
on  each  lide,  and  that  the  navies  of 
the  two  nations  fhould  be  again 
plated  upon  the  footing  of  the  peace 
eftablifhment,  as  it  flood  on  the  fiift 
of  January  of  the  prefent  year. 

Verfaiiles,  27th  0(51.  1787. 

Dorset. 

Wm,  Eden. 

COUNTER  DECLARATION. 

The  intention  of  his  majefty  not 
being,  and  never  having  been,  to 
interfere  by  force  in  the  affairs  of 
the  republic  of  the  United  Provin¬ 
ces,  the  communication  made  to  the 
court  of  London,  on  the  t6th  of  kft 
month,  by  Monfieur  Barthelemy, 
having  had  no  other  obje<5t  than  to 
announce  to  that  court  an  intention, 
the  motives  of  which  no  longer 
exift,  efpecially  fince  the  king  of 
Pruftia  has  imparted  his  refolution  ; 
his  majefty  makes  no  difficulty  to 
declare,  that  he  will  not  give  any 
effect  to  the  declaration  above  men¬ 
tioned  j  and  that  he  retains  no  hof- 
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tile  view  towards  any  quaiter  re¬ 
lative  to  what  has  palfed  in  Holland. 
His  majefty,  therefore,  being  de- 
firous  to  concur  with  the  fentiments 
of  his  Britannic  majefty  tor  the  pre- 
feivation  of  the  good  harmony  be¬ 
tween  the  two  courts,  agrees'  with 
pleafure  with  his  Britannic  majefty. 
that  the  armaments,  ^tnd  in  general 
all  warlike  preparations,  fhall  be 
difcontinued  on  each  fide  ;  and,  that 
the  navies  of  the  two  nations  fhall 
be  again  placed  upon  the  footing 
of  the  peace  eftablifhment,  as  it 
flood  on  the  firft  of  January  of  the 
prefent  year. 

Vei failles,  27th  0(51.-  1787. 

Le  Cte.  de  Montmorix. 

In  confequence  of  the  declaration 
and  counter- declaration  exchanged 
this  day,  the  underfigned,  in  tire* 
name  of  their  refpe&ive  fovereigns, 
agree,  that  the  armaments,  and  is 
general  all  warlike  prepara  tions* 
fhall  be  difcontinued  on  each  fide, 
and  that  the  navies  of  the  two  na¬ 
tions  fhall  be  again  placed  upon  the 
footing  of  the  peace  eftablifhment, 
as  it  flood  on  the  firfc  of  January  ct 
the  prefent  year. 

Verfaiiles,  0(51.  27,  1787. 

Dors  et. 
W.  Eden. 

Le  Cte.  de  Montmo-rin, 


The  Emperor's  Declaration  to  the 
States  of  his  Belgic  Provinces,, 
July,  3,  1787,  in  Anfvoer  to  there 
remonjlrance  *  of  the  22 d  of  June. 

To  the  Right  Reverend  and  Reve* 


*  This  remonftrance  contained  the  motives  of  their  proceedings  in  oppofitkm 
to  the  Emperor’s  reforms  ;  and  which  proceedings  they  declare  “  have  no  other 
foundation  than  the  firmed  perfuafion  that  the  nevofyjiem  is  as  deftru£\ive  t« 
“  the  interefts  of  his  imperial  majefty,  as  to  the  welfare  of  his  Belgic  people.” 

rend 
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rend  Fathers  in  God ,  noble ,  dear> 
and  t veil-beloved ,  w  the  Emperor 
and  King. 

MY  chancellor  of  date  has  pre- 
fented  me  your  remonftrance, 
dated  the  22d  of  June  lad;  and  I 
wifh,  in  anfwer  to  its  contents,  to 
acquaint  you,  by  thefe  prefents, 
that  it  never  was  my  intention  to 
overturn  the  conftitution  of  my  pro¬ 
vinces  in  Flanders,  and  that  all 
the  indruftions  with  which  I  have 
charged  my  governors-general  have 
invariably  tended,  and  without  even 
the  fhadow  of  any  perfonal  intereft, 
to  the  advantage  of  my  faithful 
fubjefts  in  the  Low  Countries  ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  I  would  not  deprive 
the  body  of  the  nation  of  any  of  their 
ancient  rights,  privileges,  and  liber¬ 
ties  enjoyed  by  them.  Every  dep 
I  have  taken  ought  to  convince  you 
of  the  truth  of  this  affertion,  if  you 
yet  remain  willing  to  render  them 
th«  juftice  which  is  their  due. 

I  occupied  myfelf  on  fome  re¬ 
forms  in  the  adminidration  of  juf¬ 
tice,  only  at  the  indance  of  nume¬ 
rous  and  repeated  requeds  that  were 
made  me,  praying  to  obtain  a  fhorter 
or  lefs  difficult  mode  of  proceedings 
in  law  i  and  the  fuperintendants  ap¬ 
pointed  in  confequence  had  no  other 
aim  than  to  fee  that  the  laws  were 
put  in  force,  and  that  thole  who 
were  amenable  to  them  fhould  pay 
them  proper  regard. 

In  regard  to  many  ancient  privi¬ 
leges,  I  only  wifh  to  reform,  at  the 
defire  of  thofe  concerned,  the  abufes 
that  were  become  hurtful,  and  which 
had  crept  in  by  the  lapfe  of  time, 
contrary  to  the  intent  of  their  ori¬ 
ginal  purpofes. 

Far,  then,  from  forefeeing  any 
oppofition,  and  efpeciallv  one  lo  cri¬ 
minal  and  bold,  I  expected  that  the 
dates  of  my  provinces  in  Flanders 


would  have  entered  on  the  new  re¬ 
gulations  with  as  much  alacrity  as 
gratitude:  and  I  dill  am  willing,  as 
a  kind  guardian,  and  as  a  man  who 
knows  how  to  commiferate  the  ill- 
advifed,  and  who  vvifhes  to  forgive, 
to  attribute  what  has  yet  been  done, 
and  what  you  have  dared  to  do,  to 
a  mifinterpretation  of  my  intentions, 
made  and  fpread  abroad  by  perfons 
more  attached  to  their  private  in- 
tered  than  to  the  general  good,  and 
who  have  no  edate  to  lofe. 

Be  it  as  it  may,  it  is  my  pJeafure 
that  the  execution  of  the  new  ordi¬ 
nances  in  quedion  fhould  remain,  for 
the  prefent,  fufpended  ;  and  when 
their  royal  highneiTes,  my  lieute¬ 
nants  and  governors-general,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  intentions  which  I  have 
lately  communicated  to  them,  fhall 
be  affembled  at  Vienna  with  the  de¬ 
puties  of  the  different  dates,  to  re- 
prefent  before  me  their  grievances 
aloud,  and  to  learn  my  intentions, 
which  they  will  always  find  calcu¬ 
lated  on  the  principles  of  the  drift¬ 
ed  judice,  and  tending  folely  to  the 
benefit  of  my  fubjefts,  we  will  then 
agree  on  fome  regulations  to  be  made 
for  the  general  good,  according  to 
th-e  edabiifhed  law  of  the  land. 

But  if,  contrary  to  every  intent, 
this  lad  token  of  my  goodnefs  to¬ 
wards  you  fhould  be  difregarded, 
inafmuch  that  you  fhould  refufe  to 
come  and  lay  before  me  your  com¬ 
plaints,  your  fears,  your  doubts,  and 
to  liden  to  me  with  confidence,  and 
that  you  continue  your  fhameful  ex- 
ceffes  and  unpardonable  proceedings, 
then  you  will  draw  on  yourfelves  all 
the  unhappy  confequences  which 
mud  refult  from  them,  and  which  I 
pray  God  may  never  come  to  pals. 

(Signed)  Joseph. 

(Counter  iigned) 
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The  Emperor's  Anfvoer  to  the  Depu¬ 
ties  *  from  the  States  of  the  Belgic 
Provinces,  Aug.  15,  1787. 

“  /TY  juft  difpleafure  at  what 
TVa  has  palled  in  my  Belgic 
provinces,  is  not  to  be  appealed  by 
a  flow  of  words  only  ;  it  mutf  be 
fuch  that  follow  to  prove  to  me  the 
reality  of  thofe  fentiments  ot  fidelity 
and  attachment,  of  which  you  have 
given  me  an  aflurance  on  the  part  of 
your  conftituents. 

I  have  given  orders  to  the  prince 
de  Kaunitz,  to  communicate  to  you 
in  writing,  and  for  the  notice  ot 
your  ftates,  the  orders  which  I  have 
fent  to  my  govermnent  ;  and  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  which  I  expedt  to  be  ef¬ 
fected  before  entering  into  any  de¬ 
liberation  whatever. 

The  welfare  of  my  fubjedts  is  the 
foie  objecf  of  all  my  proceedings, 
of  which  you  ought  to  be  pertuaded 
by  my  calling  you  together  in  the 
moment  when  you  have  been  bold 
enough  to  merit  my  indignation  ; 
and  with  all  the  means  in  my  power 
to  punifh,  1  have,  neverthelefs,  re¬ 
peated  the  allur  *nce  of  preierving 
you.” 

1  he  Orders  alluded  to  in  the  preceding 
An  fiver,  and  tranjtnitted  to  the 
Comte  de  Murray ,  were  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

The  Emperor  and  King. 

Trufty  and  well-beloved  Comte  de 
Murray,  my  counfellor  of  date, 
lieutenant-general  of  my  armies, 
geneial  -  commandant,  and  my 
lieutenant-general,  and  captain- 
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general,  ad  interim ,  of  the  Low 

Countries. 

You  will  find  by  the  narrative 
annexed,  in  what  terms  I  explain¬ 
ed  myleif  to  the  deputation  from 
the  ftates  of  my  Belgic  provinces 
in  the  audience  which  1  gave  them  ; 
and  1  fend  you  this  that  you  may 
know  more  particularly  my  inten¬ 
tions  and  pleafure  on  the  fubjedl 
of  the  indifpenfable  preliminaiies 
of  which  the  narrative  makes  men¬ 
tion. 

All  the  proceedings,  more  or  lefs, 
of  which  the  ftates  and  a  part  of 
the  people  have  been  guilty,  are 
notorious.  Confequently  it  is  im- 
pofilble  for  me  to  yield  to  the  fen¬ 
timents  of  clemency  which  I  am 
inclined  to  cherifh,  nor  to  the  fa¬ 
vourable  diipofitions  which  I  mani- 
feftetl  to  the  deputation  of  the  ftates, 
until  there  ftiall  not  remain  the 
fmalleft  veftige  of  any  part  of  what 
they  have  dared  to  commit  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  fovereign  authority 
ftnce  the  firft  of  April  of  this  year. 

To  this  efre<5l  it  is  neceffary, 

1 .  That  in  all  the  provinces  of  the 
Low  Countries  every  thing  fliould 
be  reftored  to  the  footing  on  which 
it  ftood  before  the  firft  of  April  of 
this  year. 

2.  The  univerftty  and  general 
feminary  of  Louvaine,  with  all  the 
perfons  employed  and  belonging  to 
each,  mull  be  re-eftabliilied  in  the 
condition  in  which  they  ftood,  or 
ought  to  have  flood  on  the  faid 
firft  of  April  ;  and  it  mud  be  the 
fame  with  the  feminary  of  Luxem¬ 
bourg. 

3.  The  ftates  of  all  the  prc  vin  :es 


*  They  appeared  before  the  emperor  on  the  15th  of Auguft  1787,  in  ordet? 
to  juftify  their  eondufl ;  and  their  remonlrance  was  made  by  the  Ab  je  ce  Grim* 
beigue,  in  the  name  of  the  reft. 

muft 
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mud  fubmit  implicitly  to  the  pay- 
meat  of  the  fubfidies,  both  thofe 
that  are  in  arrear,  and  thofe  which 
are  current. 

4.  The  companies  of  burgeffies, 
their  military  exercifes,  uniforms, 
cockades,  and  all  other  marks  of 
party  fpirit,  as  well  as  all  other 
illegal  aifociations  and  meetings, 
fhall  be  forthwith  abolifhed  ;  and  in 
deleft  of  troops,  each  magiftrate 
fhall  take  the  mod  effectual  mea- 
fures  for  the  fupport  of  the  police 
and  of  good  order. 

5.  The  convents  fuppreded  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  fird:  of  April  lad  fhalJ 
remain  fupprefled  for  ever,  and  the 
nominations  that  may  have  been 
made  fince  that,  period  to  the  vacant 
abbey  fhall  be  null,  and  produce 
no  effeft  in  favour  of  the  religious 
perfons  fo  appointed. 

6.  All  the  perfons  in  office, 
whom  they  have  prefumed  to  dif- 
place,  mud  be  redored  ;  with  the 
exception  of  the  intendants  and 
members  of  the  new  tribunals  of 
judice;  thefe  two  topics  being  of 
the  number  of  thofe  on  which  1  am 
difpofed  to  liden  to  my  dates,  and  to 
commune  with  them. 

7.  It  is  alfo  indifpenfable,  that 
all  which  regards  the  chapters  of 
Chanonopes,  the  religious  fraterni¬ 
ties,  and  all  which  refpefts  the 
clergy  as  citizens  and  fubjefts  of 
the  dates;  and  generally,  that  all 
things  dhall  be  redored  to  the  con¬ 
dition,  and  be  made  indantly  con¬ 
formable  to  the  ordinances  exiding 
at  the  above  period. 

In  a  word,  there  mud  not  re¬ 
main  the  fmalled  vedige  of  any 
thing  committed  contrary  to  my 
orders  and  intentions,  and  fince  the 
fird  of  April  of  this  year. 

My  dignity  renders  all  thefe  pre¬ 
liminary  re-edablidiments  abfolute- 
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ly  indifpenfable.  The  ademblies  of 
tfte  dates  will  perceive,  I  hope,  the 
neceffity ;  and  I  confequently  Hat¬ 
ter  myfelf  that  every  one  of  them 
will  immediately  and  peaceably  take 
place  if  poifible. 

But  if  it  diall  happen,  againft  all 
expeftation,  that  any  one  Dial!  dare 
to  oppofe  this  reditution,  which 
mud  be  complete  and  preliminary, 
I  authorize  you,  by  thefe  prelents, 
to  employ  for  this  purpofe  all  the 
means  of  authority  which  I  have 
confided  in  you,  and  which,  but 
with  much  regret,  though  I  find  it 
to  be  necedary,  I  am  obliged  to 
augment  as  far  as  the  occafion  fhall 
require." 

As  foon  as  you  fhall  inform  me 
that  all  the  above  preliminaries  are 
fulfilled,  and  that  every  thing  is 
redored  to  order,  I  fhall  be  ready 
to  concert  with  the  alTemblies  of  the 
dates,  or  their  deputies  duly  au¬ 
thorized,  what  will  be  the  bed  in 
the  feveral  branches  of  adminidra- 
tion,  without  being  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  conditution  of  my  Bel- 
gic  provinces  ;  or,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  I  diall  find  myfelf  under  the 
neceffity,  for  the  general  good,  to 
employ  all  the  means  which  are 
abundantly  in  my  power,  and  of 
which  I  do  not  defire  to  make  ufe  • 
from  the  affeftion  which  I  yet  bear 
for  my  Belgic  people,  although  they 
have  in  my  eyes  been  highly  cri¬ 
minal. 

And  in  fo  far,  my  trudy  and  well- 
beloved,  may  God  have  you  in  his 
holy  keeping. 

Joseph. 

Vienna ,  1 6th  Augujl. 


Memorial  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Bel¬ 
gic  Provinces  to  Prince  Kaunitz, 

occafoned 
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occasioned  by  his  communicating  the 
foregoing  Orders  to  them. 

TH  E  deputies  of  the  dates  of 
the  Audrian  Belgic  piovinces, 
who  are  proftrate  at  the  toot  of  the 
throne  of  their  augud  lovereign, 
have  feen,  with  the  mod  fenfible 
grief,  their  endeavours  and  hopes 
irudrated  in  not  being  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  proofs  of  his  paternal  ten- 
dernefs,  and  that  fort  of  declaration, 
which,  by  terminating  the  evils  and 
mistortunes  of  this  nation,  would 
have  railed  its  gratitude  to  its  high- 
ed  pitch  ;  indead  of  which,  my 
lord,  our  concern  is  augmented,  and 
our  alarms  are  redoubled,  at  the 
knowledge  of  the  orders  which  his 
majedy  has  refolved  to  fend  to  the 
government  general  of  our  provin¬ 
ces,  and  which  you  have  deigned 
to  communicate  to  us. 

The  faithful  inhabitants  of  thofe 
provinces,  full  of  confidence  in  his 
majedy’s  paternal  bounty,  did  not 
doubt  but  he  would  put  the  leal 
of  approbation  to  the  declarations 
which  we  were  charged  to  folicit, 
and  thereby  renew  the  public  con¬ 
fidence,  without  which  commerce 
and  indudry  mud  languish,  if  not 
become  extinCt,  which  will  bring 
on  a  certain  .inactivity,  the  bane 
of  wealth.  They  hoped  that  a  fim- 
ple  and  precife  declaration,  tending 
to  preferve  all  our  rights,  ufages, 
and  privileges,  which  we  had  rea- 
lon  to  expeCt  from  his  majedy, 
would  recover  in  the  minds  of  fo¬ 
reigners  that  confidence  they  have  a 
right  to  expeCt  from  an  upright  ho¬ 
ned  people,  living  peaceably  under 
the  protection  of  its  wife  and  ancient 
conditution,  which  would  havecauf- 
ed  the  national  credit  (greatly  hurt 
by  the  fear  of  a  new  fyftem)  to  re¬ 
fume  its  former  vigour.  They  alfo 
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hoped,  that  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
countries,  who  were  ready  to  for- 
iake  their  native  foil  by  reafon  of 
internal  divifions,  would  feek  and 
find  an  afylum  with  them,  which 
they  certainly  will  not  do  now, 
until  the  new  tribunals  of  judice 
are  irrevocably  fupprefl'ed,  and  the 
fatal  intendencies  abohfhed  by  an 
exprefs  declaration. 

In  the  orders  fent  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  every  one  will  fee  his  majedy 
relaxes  in  nothing  relating  to  the 
ecclcfiadical  affairs,  which  are  fo 
drongly  linked  with  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  other  claffes  of 
citizens,  that  it  feems  as  if  it  was 
all  one  intered.  They  will  fee  that 
his  majedy,  previous  to  entering 
into  any  deliberation  whatioever, 
requires  the  fubfidies  to  be  gi anted 
and  paid,  whild  it  has  always  been 
an  invariable  rule  that  the  confent- 
ing  to  the  fubfidies  was  dependent 
upon  the  exaCt  obfervance  of  the 
privileges  and  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  penetration  of  your  high- 
nefs  cannot  fail  to  obferve  the  cruel 
feniations  which  theie  orders  will 
have  on  the  minds  of  the  Belgic 
people,  as  well  as  on  thole  of  fo¬ 
reigners,  as  they  mud  appear  to  be 
only  given  to  drengthen  the  new 
difpofitions  iffued  in  the  facred 
name  of  his  majedy,  and  which 
are  the  fubject  of  our  jud  com¬ 
plaints. 

We  are  not  ignorant,  my  Lord, 
that  his  majedy  can  employ  that 
force  which  the  divine  providence 
has  put  into  his  hands  ;  but  will 
the  goodnefs  of  his  heart  permit 
him  to  ufe  means  fo  contrary  to 
the  welfare  of  his  fubjeCts  ?  Will 
he  dehvei  his  children  to  the  de- 
druCtive  effeCT  of  military  execu¬ 
tions,  and  that  only  becaufe  -they 

remain 
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Remain  attached  to  a  conftitution, 
which,  in  fupportifig  the  lawful 
power  of  the  fovereign,  effects  at 
the  fame  time  the  happinefs  of  the 
people  ?  Will  the  paternal  tender- 
mefs  of  his  majefty  fuffer  him  to  de¬ 
stroy  his  faithful  fubjeCts,  in  dead 
<**f  ruling  them  by  their  indigenous 
law,  which  have  caufed  their  hap- 
pirrefs.  and  profperity  for  lo  many 
ages  ?  Can  fuch  deftruCtive  means 
be  reconciled  with  the  paternal  dif- 
pofitions  which  he  has  deigned  to 
profefs  for  them,  and  which  their 
inviolable  fidelity  has  rendered  them 
lb  worthy  of  ?  Will  what  his  ma¬ 
jefty  thinks  due  to  his  offended  dig¬ 
nity  be  compleated,  if,  to  revenge 
it,  he  gives  lip  his  faithful  fubjedts 
to  fo  many  horrors,  thofe  fubjeCts 
who  are  always  ready  to  tpend 
their  wealth  and  blood  in  his  de¬ 
fence,  and  for  the  glory  of  the 
country  ? 

We  are,  therefore,  bold  enough 
to  implore  your  highnefs  to  deign 
to  employ  your  good  offices  and 
great  intereft  in  our  favour,  and  to 
inform  his  majefty  of  our  juft  fears, 
that  thereby  we  may  obtain  a  re¬ 
peal  of  thofe  orders,  or  fome  abate¬ 
ment  of  them,  or,  at  leaft,  the  fuf- 
penfton  of  the  departure  of  the  cou¬ 
rier,  that  we  may  have  time  to  give 
notice  to  our  conftituents,  that  they 
may  with  the  zeal  that  has  always 
animated  them,  prepare  the  people 
for  the  fad  news,  and  endeavour 
to  avoid  thofe  evils  which,  from  the 
knowledge  we  have  of  the  ftate  of 
things,  we  cannot  but  expeCt  and 
dread. 

Eft  ne  at  Vienna,  Aug.  r6,  1787. 

It  a  eft,  (Signed)  De  Cock. 


declaration  of  the  Emperor  to  the 
States  cf  Brabant,  deliver  t d  by  bis 

Emdlency  the  Comte  de  Murray. 


Jofeph  Comte  de  Murray,  baron 
Melgum,  knight  of  the  military 
order  of  Maria  -  Therefa,  chmn- 
her  lain  and  privy-councellor  of Jlaie 
to  his  majejly  the  emperor  and  king, 
colonel-proprietor  of  a  regiment  of 
infantry  in  his  [aid  majefty  s  fer- 
vice,  commander  in  chief  in  the 
Netherlands,  his  lieutenant  gover¬ 
nor  and  captain-general,  ad  inte¬ 
rim,  Cfr,  ^ 

Gentlemen , 

^’T"'  H  E  folemn  deputation  from 

X  the  provincial  Hates  appoint¬ 
ed  to  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  throne 
the  public  teftimonv  of  the  nation’s 
attachment  to  his  majefty ’s  auguft 
perfon,  and  the  vote  of  the  faid  ftates 
in  the  laft  concentration  of  the  troops, 
being  an  additional  inftance  of  that 
fincerity,  finally,  the  declaration  of 
the  aforelaid  ftates  concerning  the 
execution  of  the  preliminary  articles, 
prefciibed  by  the  royal  difpatch  of 
the  16th  of  Auguft  laft,  together 
with  the  explanatory  a6t  of  the  ift 
inftant,  which  was  approved  of  as 
latisfadtory  to  the  dignity  of  the 
throne,  empowers  the  emperor  to 
follow  the  dictates  of  his  paternal 
heart. 

His  majefty,  in  the  firft  place, 
informed  by  our  report  of  the  fa- 
tisfaCtory  explanation  given  by  the 
refpective  deputies  of  the  provinces 
fucceffively,  was  gracioufly  plea  fed, 
in  order  to  calm  the  alarms  of  his 
fubjeCts,  to  fend  us  his  commands, 
that  in  caie  the  declarations  of  the 
ftates  fhould  be  agreeable  to  the 
execution  of  the  preliminaries  his 
royal  pleafure  fhould  be  fignified, 
which  his  dignity  could  not  permit 
him  before  to  make  known. 

We  have  the  lingular  happinefs 
to  have  it  now  in  our  power  to  obey 
his  commands  :  wherefore  we  here- 
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by  declare,  in  the  name  of  the  em¬ 
peror  and  king,  and  in  confequence 
of  his  orders  : 

ill.  That  all  the  conditions,  fun¬ 
damental  laws,  privileges,  and  fran- 
chiies,  in  fine,  the  joyous  entry ,  are, 
and  fhall  be  maintained,  and  remain 
untouched,  conformably  to  the  adls 
of  his  majefty’s  inauguration,  both 
as  to  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
order. 

2dly,  That  the  new  tribunal  of 
juftice,  the  intendancies  and  their 
committees,  fhall  no  longer  .be  fuf- 
pended,  but  be,  and  are  entirely 
lupprefied  ;  his  majelly,  by  his 
parental  londnefs,  and  his  juftice, 
being  induced  to  give  up  this  point, 
as  well  as  thole  which  had  been  re¬ 
gulated  by  two  diplomas,  iffued 
out  the  firft  of  January  laft,  concern¬ 
ing  the  adminiftrations,  the  pro¬ 
vincial  dates,  and  the  intermediary 
committee,  or  deputation  from  the 
laid  ftates. 

3d ly.  This  tribunal,  fuperior  and 
inferior  juiifdi&ions  of  the  towms, 
and  of  the  flat  country,  in  fine,  the 
order  and  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
the  ftates  and  their  deputies,  as 
well  as  the  refpe&ive  adminiftra¬ 
tions  of  the  towms  and  of  the  flat 
country,  fhall  henceforth  remain  on 
the  former  footing,  fo  that  there 
will  be  no  fuither  mention  made  of 
the  new  form  which  had  been  talk¬ 
ed  of  to  be  introduced  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  branches  of  public  adminif¬ 
tration,  in  regard  to  which,  the 
two  diplomas  of  the  firft  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1 7S7,  are  entirely  at  an  end: 
wherefore  the  dignities  of  grand 
bailiffs  and  civil  governors  fhall 
continue  in  full  force  ;  and  the  fup- 
port  of  the  ftates  requires  that  the 
lame  fhould  be  underftood  of  thofe 
abbeys  whole  abbots  are  members 
Oi  the  faid  ftates,  and  the  latter  ihall 
Vol.  XXIX. 
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be  provided  with  abbots  according 
to  the  joyous  entry  and  the  conftitu- 
tions. 

Laftly,  in  regard  to  redrefling  any 
infraction  ot  the  joyous  entry ,  con¬ 
ferences  fhall  be  held  with  the 
ftates  according  to  their  requifition  ; 
their  proposals  on  that  head  Avail 
confequently  be  attended  to,  and 
his  majefty  fhall  difpole  thereof  ac¬ 
cording  to  equity,  juftice,  and  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  province. 
Whereupon,  gentlemen,  I  pray  God 
to  have  you  in  his  holy  keeping. 


Given 

at  Bruffels,  September  21, 

1787. 

(Signed) 

Murray. 

By  command  of  * 
his  excellency 

|  De  Reul. 

Articles  of  the  New  Conftitution  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  en¬ 
tered  into  by  a  Convention  of  all 
the  States  held  at  New  York,  and 
tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  for  their 
Approbation  by  General  Wafhing- 
ton,  Prejident  of  the  Convention , 
on  the  17 th  September  1787. 

In  Convention,  Sept.  17,  1787. 
Sir, 

E  have  now  the  honour  to 
fubinit  to  the  confideration 
of  the  United  States  in  congrefs 
affembled,  that  Conftitution  which 
has  appeared  to  us  the  rnoft  advifa- 
ble. 

The  friends  of  our  country  have 
long  feen  and  defired,  that  the  pow¬ 
er  of  making  war,  peace,  and  trea¬ 
ties,  that  of  levying  money  and 
regulating  commerce,  and  the  cor- 
refpondent  executive  and  judicial 
authorities,  fhould  be  fully  and  effec¬ 
tually  vefted  in  the  general  govern- 
[7]  m«nt 
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tnent  of  the  union  :  hut  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  delegating  fuch  extenfive 
trull:  to  one  body  ot  men  is  evident. 
Hence  refults  the  neceftity  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  organization. 

It  is  obvioully  iinpradicable,  in 
the  federal  government  of  thefe 
ftates,  to  fecure  all  rights  of  inde¬ 
pendent  fovereignty  to  each,  and 
yet  provide  for  the  intereft  and 
fafety  of  all.  Individuals,  enter¬ 
ing  into  fociety,  mull:  give  up  a 
fhare  of  liberty  to  preferve  the  reft. 
The  magnitude  of  the  facrifice  muft 
depend  as  well  on  Situation  and  cir- 
cumftance,  as  on  the  object  to  be 
obtained.  It  is  at  all  times  dif¬ 
ficult  to  draw  with  precifion  the 
line  between  thofe  rights  which  muft 
be  furrendered,  and  thofe  which 
may  be  referved  ;  and,  on  the  pre- 
fent  occalion,  this  difficulty  was  en- 
creafed  by  a  difference  among  the 
feveral  ftates,  as  to  their  fituation, 
extent,  habits,  and  particular  in- 
terefts. 

In  all  our  deliberations  on  this 
fubjed,  we  kept  fteadily  in  our  view 
that  which  appears  to  us  the  great- 
eft  intereft  of  every  true  American 
•—the  confolidation  of  our  union, 
in  which  is  involved  our  profpe- 
riiy,  felicity,  fafety,  perhaps  our  na¬ 
tional  exiftence.  This  important 
confideration,  ferioufty  and  deeply 
imprefled  on  our  minds,  led  each 
ftate  in  the  convention  to  be  lefs 
rigid  on  points  of  inferior  magni¬ 
tude  than  might  have  been  other- 
wife  expeded  ;  and  thus  the  Con- 
ftitution,  which  we  now  prefent,  is 
the  refult  of  a  fpiiit  of  amity,  and 
of  that  mutual  deference  and  con- 
ceftion  which  the  peculiarity  of  our 
political  fituation  rendered  indif- 
pen  fable. 

That  it  will  meet  the  full  and 
entire  approbation  of  every  ftate,  is 
not  perhaps  to  be  expeded  ;  but 
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each  will  doubtlefs  confider,  that 
had  her  interefts  been  alone  con¬ 
futed,  the  confequences  might  have 
been  particularly  difagreeable  or 
injurious  to  others  ;  that  it  is  lia¬ 
ble  to  as  few  exceptions  as  could 
realonably  have  been  expeded,  we 
hope  and  believe  ;  and  that  it  may 
promote  the  lafting  welfare  of  that 
country,  fo  dear  to  us  all,  and  fe¬ 
cure  her  freedom  and  happinefs,  is 
our  raoft  ardent  wifh. 

With  great  refped. 

We  have  the  honour  t©  be. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  moft 
obedient  and  humble  fervants, 
George  Washington, 
Prelident. 

By  unanimous  order  of  the  convention, 

[To  his  Excellency  the  Prefident 
of  Congrefs.J 

We,  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  form  a  more 
perfed  union,  eftablifti  juftice,  in- 
fure  domeftic  tranquillity,  provide 
for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  fecure  the 
bleffings  of  liberty  to  ourfelves  and 
our  pofterity,  do  ordain  and  efta- 
bfifh  this  Conftitution  for  the  United 
States  of  America. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Sed.  1.  All  legiflative  powers 
herein  granted  fhall  be  vefted  in  a 
congrefs  of  the  United  States,  which 
fhail  confift  of  a  fenate  and  houfe  of 
reprefentatives. 

Sed.  2.  The  houfe  of  reprefen¬ 
tatives  fliall  be  cotnpofed  of  mem¬ 
bers  chofen  every  fecond  year,  by 
the  people  of  the  feveral  ftates  ;  and 
the  eledors  in  each  ftate  fliall  have 
the  qualifications  requifite  for  elec¬ 
tors  of  the  moft  numerous  branch  of 
the  ftate  legiflature.  No 
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No  perfon  fhall  be  a  reprefenta- 
:ive  who  thall  nor  have  attained  to 
the  age  ot  twenty-five  years,  and 
been  leven  years  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  ihall  not 
when  elefted  be  an  inhabitant  of 
the  (late  in  which  he  fhall  be 
chofen. 

Reprefentatives  and  direct  taxes 
iliall  be  apportioned  among  the  ie- 
veral  dates  which  may  be  included 
within  this  union,  according  to  their 
relpeCtive  numbers,  which  fhall  be 
determined  by  adding  to  the  whole 
number  of  free  perlons,  including 
thole  bound  to  fervice  tor  a  term  of 
years,  and  excluding  Indians  not 
taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  perfons. 
The  a&ual  enumeration  fhall  be 
made  within  three  years  after  the 
fii  It  meeting  of  the  congrefs  of  the 
United  States,  and  within  every 
lublequent  term  of  ten  years,  in 
tuch  manner  as  they  fhall  by  lav/ 
direct.  The  number  of  reprefen¬ 
tatives  fhall  not  exceed  one  tor  every 
thirty  thoufand,  but  each  date  fhall 
have  at  lead  one  reprefentative  ; 
and  until  luch  enumeration  fhall  be 
made,  the  date  of  New  Hampfhire 
thall  be  entitled  to,,  elude  three, 
Maflachufetts  eight,  Rhode  Ifland 
and  Providence  Plantations  one, 
Connecticut  five,  New  York  fix. 
New  Jeriey  four,  Pennfylvania  eight, 
Delaware  one,  Maryland  fix,  Vir¬ 
ginia  ten.  North  Caiolina  five, 
South  Carolina  five,  and  Georgia 
three. 

When  vacancies  happen  to  the 
reprefentation  trom  any  date,  the 
executive  authority  thereof  ihall  if- 
fue  writs  of  election  to  fill  luch  va¬ 
cancies. 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  fhall 
chule  their  fpeaker  and  other  effi 
cers ;  and  ihall  fctve  the  loie  power 
of  impeachment. 
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Sett.  3.  The  fenate  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  ihall  be  compofed  of  two 
fenators  from  each  date,  cholen  by 
the  legiflature  thereof,  for  fix  years; 
and  each  fenator  fhall  have  one 
vote. 

Immediately  after  they  fhall  be 
afTembled  in  conlequence  of  the  fird 
eleClion,  they  fhall  be  divided,  as 
neatly  as  may  be,  into  three  clades. 
The  feats  of  the  fenators  of  the  fird 
clafs  fhall  be  vacated  at  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  the  fecond  year  ;  of  the  le- 
cond  clals,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
fourth  year;  and  of  the  third  clafs, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  fixth  year  ; 
fo  that  one  third  may  be  cholen 
every  fecond  year  ;  and  if  vacancies 
happen  by  refignation,  or  other- 
wile,  during  the  recefs  of  the  legif¬ 
lature  of  any  date,  the  executive 
thereof  may  make  temporary  ap¬ 
pointments  until  the  next  meeting  of 
the  legidature,  which  Ihall  then  fill 
luch  vacancies. 

No  perlon  fhall  be  a  fenator  who 
fhall  not  have  attained  to  the  age 
of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  fhall  not,  when  eletted,  be  an 
inhabitant  of  that  date  for  which  he 
fhall  be  chofen. 

The  vice-prefident  of  the  United 
States  dial!  be  preddent  of  the  fe¬ 
nate  ;  but  fhall  have  no  vote,  un- 
lefs  they  be  equally  divided. 

The  fenate  ihall  chule  their  other 
officers,  and  alfo  a  prefident  pro 
tempore ,  in  the  abfence  of  the  vice- 
preiident,  or  when  he  fhall  exer- 
cife  the  office  of  prefident  of  the 
United  States. 

The  fenate  fhall  have  the  foie 
power  to  try  all  impeachments. 
When  fitting  for  that  purpofe,  they 
final  1  be  on  oath  or  affirmation. 
When  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  is  tried,  the  chief  judice 

[T]  2  fhall 


\  I 


292]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1787. 


fhall  prefide  ;  and  no  perfon  fliall 
be  convicted  without  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  two  thirds  of  the  members 
prelent. 

judgment  in  cafes  of  impeach¬ 
ment  fhall  not  extend  further  than 
to  removal  from  office,  and  dilqua- 
lificatian  to  hold  and  enjoy  any 
office  of  honour,  truft,  or  profit, 
under  the  United  States  ♦  but  the 
party  convicted  fhall  neverthelefs  be 
liable  and  fubjedt  to  indictment, 
trial,  judgment,  and  puniihinent, 
according  to  law. 

SeCt.  4.  The  times,  places,  and 
manner  of  holding  elections  for  fe- 
nators  and  reprefentatives,  fhall  be 
prefcribed  in  each  fhate  by  the  le- 
giflature  thereof,  but  the  congrefs 
may  at  any  time  by  iaw  make  or 
alter  fuch  regulations,  except  as  to 
the  places  of  chufing  fenators. 

The  congrefs  fhall  afle  ruble  at 
leaft  once  in  every  year  ;  and  fuch 
meeting  fhall  be  on  the  firft  Mon¬ 
day  in  December,  unlefs  they  fhall 
by  law  appoint  a  different  day. 

SeCt.  5.  Each  houfe  fhall  be  the 
judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
qualifications  of  its  own  members, 
and  a  majority  of  each  fhall  confti- 
tute  a  quorum  to  do  bufinefs  j  but  a 
linaller  number  may  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  abfent 
members,  in  fuch  manner,  and  under 
fuch  penalties,  as  each  houle  may 
provide. 

Each  houfe  may  determine  the 
rules  of  its  proceedings,  punifh  its 
members  for  disorderly  behaviour, 
and,  with  the  concurrence  of  two 
thirds,  expel  a  member. 

Each  houfe  fhall  keep  a  journal 
of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time 
10  time  punifh  the  fame,  excepting 
fuch  parts  as  may  in  their  judgment 
require  fecrecy  j  and  the  Yeas  and 


Nays  of  the  members  of  either 
houfe,  on  any  queftion,  fliall,  at  the 
defire  of  one  fifth  of  thofe  prefent, 
be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Neither  houfe,  during  the  fefTion 
of  congrefs,  fhall,  without  the  con- 
fent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more 
than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other 
place  than  that  in  which  the  two 
houfes  fhall  be  fitting. 

SeCt.  6.  The  fenators  and  repre¬ 
fentatives  fliall  receive  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  their  fervices,  to  be  afcer- 
tained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the 
treafury  of  the  United  States.  They 
fhall  in  all  cafes,  except  treafon, 
felony,  and  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
be  privileged  from  arrefi:  during 
their  attendance  at  the  feffion  of 
their  refpeCtive  houfes,  and  in  go¬ 
ing  to  and  returning  from  the  fame  ; 
and  for  any  fpeech  or  debate  in 
either  houfe,  they  fhall  not  be  quef- 
doned  in  any  other  place. 

No  fenator  or  reprefentative  fhall, 
during  the  time  for  which  he  was 
elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil 
office  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  which  fliall  have 
been  created,  or  the  emolument 
whereof  fhall  have  been  encreafed, 
during  fuch  time  ;  and  no  perfon, 
holding  any  office  under  the  United 
States,  fliall  be  a  member  of  either 
houfe  during  his  continuance  in  of¬ 
fice. 

SeCt.  7.  All  bills  for  railing  re¬ 
venue  fhall  originate  in  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  •  but  the  fenate 
may  propofe  ©r  concur  with  amend- 
ments,  as  on  other  bills. 

Every  bill  which  (hail  have  paf- 
fed  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  and 
fenate  fliall,  before  it  become  a 
law,  be  prefented  to  the  prefident 
of  the  United  States  :  if  he  approve, 
he  fliall  fign  it  ;  but,  if  not,  he  fliall 
-return  it,  with  his  objections',  to  that 
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houfe  in  which  it  fhall  have  origi¬ 
nated,  who  fhall  enter  the  objections 
at  large  on  their  journal,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  re-confider  it.  It',  after  luch 
re-confideration,  two-thirds  of  that 
houfe  fhall  agree  to  pals  the  bill,  it 
fliall  be  fent,  together  with  the  ob¬ 
jections,  to  the  other  houfe,  by  which 
it  fhall  likewife  be  re-confidered, 
and,  if  approved  by  two-thirus  of 
that  houfe,  it  fhall  become  a  law. 
But  in  all  luch  cales  the  votes  of  both 
houfes  fhall  be  determined  by  Yeas 
and  Nays  ;  and  the  names  of  the 
peifons  voting  for  and  againft  the 
bill  fliall  be  entered  on^  the  journal 
of  each  houfe  refpeCtively.  If  any 
bill  fliall  not  be  returned  by  the 
prefident  within  ten  days  (Sundays 
excepted)  after  it  fliall  have  been 
prefented  to  him,  the  fame  fliall  be 
a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had 
figned  it,  unlefs  the  congrefs  by 
their  adjournment  prevent  its  re¬ 
turn,  in  which  cafe  it  fliall  not  be  a 
law. 

Every  order,  refolution,  or  vote, 
to  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
l'enate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
may  be  rieceflary  (except  on  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  adjournment)  fliall  be  pre¬ 
fented  to  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  ;  and,  before  the  fame  fhall 
take  effeCt,  fhall  be  approved  by  him, 
or,  being  difapproved  by  him,  fhall 
be  re-palled  by  two-thirds  of  the 
fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives, 
according  to  the  rules  and  limita¬ 
tions  prefcribed  in  the  cafe  of  a  bill. 

SeCl.  8.  The  congrefs  fhall  have 
power  to  lay  and  colleCt  taxes,  du¬ 
ties,  imports,  and  excifes,  to  pay 
the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  com¬ 
mon  defence  and  general  welfare 
of  the  United  States  ;  but  all  duties, 
imports,  and  excifes,  fliall  be  uniform 
thioughout  the  United  States. 

IT  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  Stales. 
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To  regulate  commerce  with  fo¬ 
reign  nations,  and  among  the  feveral 
(fates,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

To  ertablifh  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,  and  uniform  laws  on 
the  fubje&s  of  bankruptcies,  through¬ 
out  the  United  States. 

To  coin  money,  regulate  the  va¬ 
lue  thereof  and  of  foreign  coin,  and 
fix  the  ftandard  of  weights  and  mea- 
fu  res. 

To  provide  for  the  punifhment  of 
counterfeiting  the  fecurities  and  cur¬ 
rent  coin  of  the  United  States. 

To  ertablifh  poll-offices  and  port- 
roads. 

To  promote  the  pregrefs  of  fci- 
ence  and  ufeful  arts,  by  fecuring, 
for  limited  times,  to  authors  and 
inventors  the  exclufive  right  to  their 
relpeCtive  writings  and  dilcoveries. 

To  conrtitute  tribunals  inferior  to 
the  fupreme  court. 

To  define  and  punifh  piracies  and 
felonies,  committed  on  the  high  feas, 
apd  offences  againft  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions. 

To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of 
marque,  and  reprifat,  and  make  rules 
concerning  captures  on  land  and 
water. 

To  raife  and  fupport  armies  ;  but 
no  appropriation  or  money  to  that 
life  fhall  be  for  a  longer  term  than 
two  years. 

To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy. 

To  make  rules  tor  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  regulation  ol  the  land  and 
naval  forces. 

To  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
union,  fupprefs  folurredlions,  and  re¬ 
pel  invafions. 

To  provide  for  organizing,  arm¬ 
ing,  and  difciplining  the  militia, 
and  for  governing  fneh  part  of  them 
as  may  be  employed  in  the  fervice 
of  the  United  States  ;  relerving  to 
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the  dates  refpedtively  the  appoint* 
ment  of  the  officers,  and  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  training  the  militia,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  difcipline  prefcribed  by 
congrefs. 

To  exercife  exclufive  legiflation, 
in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  over  Inch 
dibridt  (not  exceeding  ten  miles 
fquare)  as  may,  by  ceffion  of  par¬ 
ticular  (fates,  and  the  acceptance 
of  congrefs,  become  the  feat  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  to  exercife  like  authority  over 
ail  places  pui chafed  by  the  confent 
of  the  legislature  of  the  bate,  in 
which  the  fame  (hall  be,  for  the 
eredtion  of  forts,  magazines,  arfe- 
nals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful 
buildings.  And 

To  make  all  laws  which  final]  be 
recebary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  foregoing  powets, 
and  all  other  powers  veiled  by  this 
Conffiturion  in  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart¬ 
ment  or  office  thereof. 

Sedt  9.  The  migration  or  im¬ 
portation  of  fuch  perfons  as  any  of 
the  lfates  now  exitling  (hall  think 
proper  to  admit,  fhall  not  be  pro¬ 
hibited  by  the  congrefs,  prior  to 
the  year  one  thouland  eight  hundred 
and  eight  ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may 
be  impofed  on  fuch  importation,  not 
exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  per- 
fon. 

The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Ha¬ 
beas  Corpus  (ball  not  be  fufpended, 
unlefs  when,  in  cafes  of  rebellion 
or  invafion,  the  public  fafety  may 
require  it. 

No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  poft 
fafto  law  (ball  be  puffed. 

No  capitation,  or  other  diredt  tax, 
fhall  be  laid,  unlefs  in  proportion  to 
the  cenfus,  or  enumeration  herein¬ 
before  directed  to  be  taken. 

No  tax  or  duty  fbali  be  laid  on 


articles  exported  from  any  (late. 
No  preference  fhall  be  given,  by 
any  regulation  of  commerce  or  re¬ 
venue,  to  the  ports  of  one  (fate 
over  thofe  of  another  :  nor  fhall 
veffels  bound  to  or  from  one  (fate 
be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay 
duties,  in  another. 

No  money  (ball  be  drawn  from 
the  treafury,  but  in  confequence  of 
appropriations  made  by  law  ;  and  a 
regular  batement  and  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  pub¬ 
lic  money  fhall  be  publifhed  from 
time  to  time. 

No  title  of  nobility  fhall  be  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  United  bates  :  and  no 
perlon,  holding  any  office  of  profit 
or  truffc  under  them,  fhall,  without 
the  confent  of  the  congrefs,  accept 
of  any  prefect,  emolument,  office, 
or  title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from 
any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  bate. 

Sedt.  10.  No  bate  biali  enter 
into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  con¬ 
federation  ;  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprifal  ;  coin  money  ;  emit 
bills  of  credit  ;  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  filver  coin  a  tender  in 
payment  of  debts  ;  pafs  any  bill  of 
attainder,  ex  poji  fado  law,  or  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  con¬ 
tracts  or  grant  any  title  of  no¬ 
bility. 

No  bate  fhall,  without  the  con¬ 
fent  of  the  congrefs,  lay  any  impobs 
or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  ex¬ 
cept  what  may  be  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  lor  executing  its  infpedtion 
laws  ;  and  the  net  produce  of  all 
duties  and  impobs,  laid  by  any  bate 
on  impobs  or  exports,  fhall  be  for 
the  ufe  of  the  treafury  of  the  United 
States  i  and  all  fuch  law  fhall  be 
fubjedt  to  the  rtvifion  and  conProul 
of  the  congrefs.  No  bate  fhall, 
without  the  confent  of  congrefs,  lay 
any  duty  cf  tonnage,  keep  troops 
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Or  fhips  of  war  in  time  of  peace, 
enter  into  any  agreement  or  com¬ 
pact  with  another  ftate,  or  with  a 
foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war, 
unlefs  actually  invaded,  or  in  fuch 
imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit 
of  delay. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

Se&.  i .  The  executive  power  lhall 
be  veiled  in  a  prefident  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  He  fhall 
hold  his  office  during  the  term  of 
four  years  j  and,  together  with  the 
vice-piefident,  chofen  for  the  fan\e 
term,  be  elected  as  follows : 

Each  Hate  fhall  appoint,  in  fuck 
manner  as  the  legislature  thereof 
may  direct,  a  number  of  electors, 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  fena- 
tors  and  reprefentatiyes  to  which 
the  ftate  may  be  entitled  in  the 
congrefs  j  but  no  fenator  or  repre- 
fentative,  or  perfon  holding  an 
office  of  truft  or  profit  under  the 
United  States,  fhall  be  appointed  an 
eledlor. 

The  ele&ors  fhall  meet  in  their 
refpedlive  ftates,  and  vote  by  ballot 
for  two  perfons,  of  whom  one  at 
leaft  fhall  be  an  inhabitant  of  the 
fame  ftate  with  themielves.  And 
they  fhall  make  a  lift  of  all  the 
perfons  voted  for,  and  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  votes  for  each  ;  which  lift  they 
fhall  fign  and  certify,  and  tranlmit 
fealed  to  the  feat  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the 
prefident  of  the  fenate.  The  pre- 
fident  of  the  fenate  fhall,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  fenate  and  houfe  of 
reprefentatives,  open  all  the  certi¬ 
ficates,  and  the  votes  fhall  then  be 
counted.  The  perlon  haying  the 
greateft  number  ot  votes  fhall  be 
the  prefident,  if  fuch  number  be  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  ot 
electors  appointed ;  and,  if  there 
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be  more  than  one  who  have  fuch 
majority,  and  have  an  equal  num¬ 
ber  of  votes,  then  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  fhall  immediately 
choole  by  ballot  one  of  them  for 
prefident ;  and,  if  no  perfon  have  a 
majority,  then  from  the  five  higheft 
on  the  lift  the  faid  houfe  fhall  in 
like  manner  choofe  the  prefident. 
But,  in  choofing  the  prefident,  the 
votes  fhall  be  taken  by  the  ftates, 
the  reprefentation  from  each  ftate 
having  one  vote  ;  a  quorum  for  this 
purpofe  fhall  confift  of  a  member  or 
members  from  two  thirds  of  the 
ftates,  and  a  majority  of  all  the 
ftates  fhall  be  nectffirry  to  a  choice. 
In  every  cafe,  after  the  choice  of 
the  prelident,  the  perfon  haying 
the  greateft  number  of  votes  of  the 
electors  fhall  be  the  vice-prefident. 
But,  if  there  fhould  remain  two  or 
more  who  have  equal  votes,  the 
fenate  fhall  choofe  tor  them  by  bal¬ 
lot  the  vice-prefident. 

The  congrefs  may  determine  the 
time  of  choofing  the  elejftors,  and  the 
day  on  which  they  fhall  give  their 
votes  ;  which  day  fhall  be  the  fame 
throughout  the  United  Slates. 

No  perfon,  except  a  natural-born 
citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  this  Conftitution,  fhajl  be  eligible 
to  the  office  of  prefident  ;  neither 
fhall  any  perfon  be  eligible  to  that 
office,  who  fhall  not  have  attained 
to  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and 
been  fourteen  years  a  refident  within 
the  United  States. 

In  cafe  of  the  removal  of  the 
prefident  from  office,  01  of  his  death, 
refignation,  or  inability  to  diicharge 
the  powers  and  duties  ot  the  faid 
office,  the  fame  fhall  devolve  on  the 
vice-prefident  ;  and  the  congrefs 
may  by  law  provide  for  the  cafe  of 
removal,  death,  refignation,  or  inabi- 
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lity,  both  of  the  prefident  and  vice- 
prefident,  declaring  what  officer  fliall 
then  ad  as  prefident  ;  and  fuch  of¬ 
ficer  ihall  ad  accordingly,  until  the 
difability  be  removed,  or  a  prefident 
fliall  be  elected. 

The  prefident  fliall,  at  dated 
times,  receive  for  his  Cervices  a  com- 
penfation,  which  fhail  neither  be  in- 
crealed  or  diminiflied  during  the 
period  for  which  he  fliall  have  been 
eleded  ;  and  he  fliall  not  receive 
within  that  period  any  other  emolu¬ 
ment  from  the  United  States,  or  any 
of  them. 

Befere  he  enter  on  the  execution 
of  his  office,  he  fliall  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing  oath  or  affirmation  : 

“  1  do  folemnly  fwear  (or  affirm) 
that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  of¬ 
fice  of  prefident  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  to  the  bell  oi  my  ability 
preferve,  proted,  and  defend,  the 
conditution  of  the  United  States,” 

Sed.  2.  The  prefident  fliall  be 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  militia  of  the  leveral  dates, 
when  called  into  the  adual  fervice 
of  the  United  States  :  he  may  re¬ 
quire  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the 
principal  officer  in  each  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  departments,  upon  any  fitb- 
jed  relating  to  the  duties  of  their 
refpedive  offices  ;  and  he  fliall 
have  powef  to  grant  reprieves  and 
pardons  for  offences  againfc  the 
United  States,  except  in  cafes  of 
impeachment. 

He  fliall  have  power,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  conlent  of  the  fenate, 
to  make  treaties,  provided  two  thuds 
of  the  fenators  prefent  concur  ;  and 
he  fliall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  corifent  of  the  fenate, 
fliall  appoint,  ambafladors,  other 
public  miniders  a-nd  coniuls,  judges 
of  the  Iupreme  court,  and  all  other 


officers  of  the  United  States,  whofe 
appointments  are  not  herein  other- 
wife  provided  for,  and  which  fliall 
be  edablifhed  by  law.  But  the 
congrefs  may  by  law  ved  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  fuch  iifleiior  officers  as 
they  may  . think  proper  in  the  pre¬ 
fident  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law, 
or  in  the  heads  of  departments. 

The  prefident  fliall  have  power  to 
fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  hap¬ 
pen  during  the  recefs  of  the  fenate, 
by  granting  commidions,  which 
fliall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next 
feffion. 

Sedt.  3.  He  fliall  from  time  to  time 
give  to  the,  congrefs  information  of 
the  date  of  the  union,  and  recom¬ 
mend  to  their  confideration  fuch 
mealures  as  he  fhail  judge  neceffiiry 
and  expedient  :  he  may,  on  extra¬ 
ordinary  occafions,  convene  both 
houfes,  or  either  of  them  ;  and,  in 
cafe  of  difagreement  between  them 
with  refpedt  to  the  time  of  adjourn¬ 
ment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  fuch 
time  as  he  fliall  think  proper  :  he 
fliall  receive  ambafladors  and  other 
public  miniders  :  he  fliall  take  care 
tnat  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed; 
and  fliall  commiffion  all  the  officers 
of  the  United  States. 

Sedt.  4.  The  prefident,  vice-pre- 
fident,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  fliall  be  removed 
from  office,  on  impeachment  for, 
and  convidtion  of,  treafon,  bribery, 
or  other  high  crimes  and  mifde- 
meanours. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Sedt.  t.  The  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  ihall  be  vefled  in  one 
iupreme  court,  and  in  fuch  inferior 
courts  as  the  congrefs  may  from 
time  to  time  ordain  and  eftablifli. 
The  judges,  both  of  the  iupreme 
and  inferior  courts,  fliall  hold  their 
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offices  during  good  behaviour,  and 
fhall,  at  ftated  times,  receive  tor 
their  fervices  a  compenfation,  which 
fhall  not  be  ditninifhed  during  their 
continuance  in  office. 

Sedt.  2.  The  judicial  power  fhall 
extend  to  all  cafes  in  law  and  equity, 
arifing  under  this  Conftitution,  the 
laws  ot  the  United  States,  and  trea¬ 
ties  made,  or  which  ilia  1 1  be  made, 
under  their  authority  ;  to  all  cafes 
affcdting  ambafladors,  other  public 
minilteis  and  conluls  ;  to  all  cales  of 
admiralty  and  maritime  jurifdidtion  ; 
to  controverfies  to  which  the  United 
States  fhall  be  a  party  to  contro¬ 
verfies  between  two  or  more  ftates, 
between  a  ftate  and  citizens  of  an¬ 
other  ffate,  between  citizens  of  dif¬ 
ferent  dates,  between  citizens  of 
the  fame  ftate  claiming  lands  un¬ 
der  grants  of  different  ftates,  and 
between  a  date,  or  the  citizens 
thereof,  and  foreign  ftates,  citizens, 
or  iubjedts. 

In  all  cafes  affcdting  ambaffadors, 
other  public  minifters  and  conluls, 
and  thole  in  which  a  ftate  {ball  be 
party,  the  fupreme  court  fhall  have 
original  jurifdidtion.  In  all  the 
other  cafes  before  mentioned,  the  fu¬ 
preme  court  fhall  have  appellate 
jurildidtion,  both  as  to  law  and  fadt, 
with  luch  exceptions,  and  under 
fuch  regulations,  as  the  congrels 
fhall  make. 

The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except 
in  cafes  of  impeachment,  dial]  be  by 
jury  ;  and  fuch  trial  dial!  be  held  in 
the  ftate  where  the  laid  crimes  fhall 
have  been  committed  ;  but,  when 
not  committed  within  any  ftate,  the 
trial  fhall  be  at  luch  place  or  places 
as  the  congrcfs  may  by  law  have 
diredted. 

Sedt.  3.  Treafon  againft  the 
United  States  fhall  condit  only  in 
levying  war  againft  them,  or  in 
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adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving 
them  aid  and  comfort.  No  perfon 
fhall  be  convicted  of  treafon,  unlels 
on  the  teftimony  of  two  witnefles  to 
the  fame  overt-act,  or  on  confeftion 
in  open  court. 

The  congrefs  fhall  have  power  to 
declare  the  punifhment  of  treafon ; 
but  no  attainder  of  treafon  fhall  work 
conuption  of  blood  or  forfeiture, 
except  during  the  life  of  the  perlo* 
attainted. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Sedt.  1 .  Full  faith  and  credit  fhall 
be  given  in  each  ftate  to  the  public 
adts,  records,  and  judicial  proceed¬ 
ings  of  every  other  ftate.  And  the 
congrels  may  by  general  laws  pre- 
feribe  the  manner  in  which  fuch  adts, 
records,  and  proceedings,  fhall  be 
proved,  and  the  effedt  thereof. 

Sedt.  2.  The  citizens  of  each  ftate 
fhall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges 
and  immimities  of  citizens  in  the  fe* 
veral  ftates. 

A  peifon  charged  in  any  ftate  with 
treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  who 
fhall  fty  from  juftice,  and  be  found 
in  another  ftate,  fhall,  on  demand 
of  the  executive  authoiity  of  the 
ftate  from  which  he  fled,  be  deliver¬ 
ed  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  ftate 
having  jurifdidtion  of  the  crime. 

No  per  Ion  held  to  fervice  or  la¬ 
bour  in  one  ftate,  under  the  laws 
thereof,  efcaping  into  any  other, 
fhall,  in  coniequence  of  any  law 
or  regulation  therein,  be  dilcharged 
from  luch  fervice  or  labour  ;  but 
fhall  be  delivered  up,  on  claim  of 
the  party  to  whom  luch  ieivice  or 
labour  may  be  due. 

Sedt./'  3.  New  ftates  may  be  ad¬ 
mitted  by  the  congrels  into  this 
union  ;  but  no  new  ftate  fhall  be 
formed  or  eredted  within  the  jurif¬ 
didtion  of  any  other  itale  ;  nor  any 
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Hate  be  formed  by  the  junction  of 
two  or  more  ftates,  or  parts  of  Hates, 
without  the  confent  of  the  legifla- 
f  tires  of  the  ftates  concerned,  as 
well  as  of  the  congrefs. 

The  congrefs  fhali  have  power  to 
difpofe  of  and  make  all  needful 
siiles  and  regulations  refpe£ting  the 
territory  or  other  property  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States  ;  and  no¬ 
thing  in  this  Conftkmion  fhali  be 
fo  conftrued  as  to  prejudice  any 
claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  particular  Hate. 

Se£t.  4.  The  United  States  fhali 
guarantee  to  every  Hate  in  this  union 
a  republican  form  of  government, 
and  ihail  protect  each  of  them 
againft  invafion  ;  and,  on  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  legiflature,  or  of  the 
executive  (when  the  legiflature  can- 
sot  be  convened)  againfl  domeftic 
violence. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  congrefs,  whenever  two  thirds 
of  both  houfes  fhali  deem  it  necef- 
fary,  fhali  propofe  amendments  to 
this  Conflitution,  or,  on  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  legiflatures  of  two 
thirds  of  the  feveral  Hates,  fhali 
call  a  convention  for  proposing 
amendments,  which,  in  either  cafe, 
ihail  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poles,  as  part  of  this  Confiitution, 
when  ratified  by  the  legiflatures  of 
three  fourths  of  the  feveral  Hates, 
or  by  conventions  in  three  fourths 
thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other 
mode  of  ratification  may  be  pro- 
pofed  by  the  congrefs  ;  provided 
that  no  amendment,  which  may  be 
made  prior  to  the  year  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  fhali  in 
any  manner  affcdf  the  firfi  and  fourth 
claules  in  the  ninth  lection  of  the 
firfi  article  ;  and  that  no  Hate,  with¬ 
out  its  confent,  fhali  be  deprived  of 
its  equal  fuffrage  in  the  fenaie. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

All  debts  contracted,  and  engage¬ 
ments  entered  into,  before  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  this  Confiitution,  fhali  be  as 
valid  againfi  the  United  States  under 
this  Confiitution,  as  under  the  con¬ 
federation. 

This  confiitution,  and  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  which  fhali  be 
made  in  purfuance  thereof,  and  all 
treaties  made,  or  which  fhali  be 
made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  fhali  be  the  lupreme 
law  of  the  land  ;  and  the  judges  in 
every  Hate  Ihail  be  bound  thereby, 
any  thing  in  the  confiitution  or  laws 
of  any  ftate  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
ftanding. 

The  fenators  and  reprefentatives 
before  mentioned,  and  the  members 
of  the  feveral  ftate  legiflatures,  and 
all  executive  and  judicial  officers, 
both  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
the  feveral  ftates,  fhali  be  bound, 
by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  fupport 
this  Confiitution  ;  but  no  religious 
teft  Ihail  ever  be  required  as  a  qua¬ 
lification  to  any  office  or  public  truft; 
under  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  ratification  of  the  conven¬ 
tions  of  nine  Hates  fhali  be  fufficient 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  this  Confti- 
tution  between  the  ftates  fo  ratify¬ 
ing  the  fame. 

Done  in  convention,  by  the  una¬ 
nimous  confent  of  the  Hates 
preient,  the  feventeenth  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-feven,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  twelfth. 
In  witneis  whereof  we  have  here¬ 
unto  fubfcribed  our  names. 

George  Washington, 

1  Prefident  ; 

and  Deputy  from  Virginia. 

New 
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New 

Hampfhire. 

Mafiachu- 

fetts. 

Connebticut 
New  York. 

New  Jerfey. 


Penfylva- 

nia. 


Delaware. 


Maryland. 

Virginia. 

North 

Carolina. 


South 

Carolina. 


Georgia. 

Atteft. 


C  John  Langdon, 

C.  Nicholas  Gilman. 

\  Nathaniel  Gotham, 

\  Rufus  King. 

J  Wm. Samuel  Johnfon, 

\  Roger  Sherman. 
Alexander  Hamilton. 
William  LivingHon, 
David  Brearley, 

W  illiam  Paterfon, 
Jonathan  Dayton. 
pBenjamin  Franklin, 
Thomas  Mifflin, 
Robert  Morris, 

1  George  Clymer, 

I  Thomas  Fitzfimons, 
Jared  Ingeifol, 

|  James  Wilfon, 

|  Gouverneur  Morris. 
George  Read, 
GunningBedford,jun. 
John  Dickinfon, 
Richard  Baflett, 

Jacob  Broom. 

James  M‘Henry, 
Daniel  of  St.  Thomas 
Jenifer, 

Daniel  Carroll. 

C  John  Blair, 

\  James  Madilon,  jun, 

{William  Blount, 
Richard  Dobbs 
Spaight,  ^ 

Hugh  Williamfon. 
John  Rutledge, 
Charles  Cotefworth 
Pinckney, 

Charles  Pinckney, 
Pierce  Butler. 

C  WilliamFew, 

\  Abraham  Baldwin. 

W  ILLIAM  J  ACK  SON, 

Sec. 


In  Convention,  Monday, 
Sept.  17,  1787, 

PRESENT. 

The  Hates  of  New  Hampfhire,  Maf- 


fachufetts,  Connebticut,  Mr.  Ha¬ 
milton  from  New  York,  New 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Ca¬ 
rolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor- 
gia: 

Refolved, 

THAT  the  preceding  ConHitu- 
tion  be  laid  before  the  United  States 
in  congrefs  aflembled  ;  and  that  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  convention, 
that  it  ihould  aftei wards  be  fub- 
mitted  to  a  convention  ot  delegates, 
chofen  jn  each  (late  by  the  people 
thereof,  under  the  recommendation 
of  its  legislature,  for  their  afient  and 
ratification  ;  and  that  each  conven¬ 
tion  aflenting  to,  and  ratifying,  the 
fame,  fiiould  give  notice  thereof  to 
the  United  States  in  congrefs  alTeni- 
bled. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  convention,  that,  as  icon  as 
the  conventions  of  nine  Hates  ilia  11 
have  latified  this  Conflitution,  the 
United  States,  in  congrefs  aflembled, 
fnould  fix  a  day  on  which  electors 
Hiould  be  appointed  by  the  Hate's 
which  fhal!  have  ratified  the  fame, 
and  a  day  on  which  the  electors 
fhould  afTemble  to  vote  for  the  pre- 
fident,  and  the  time  and  place  for 
commencing  proceedings  under  this 
ConHitution  :  That,  alter  luch  pub¬ 
lication,  the  eleblors  ihould  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  the  fenators  and  repre- 
lentatives  elected  :  That  the  debtors 
fliould  meet  on  the  day  fixed  for  the 
election  of  the  prefident,  and  ihould 
tranfmit  their  votes,  certified,  fign- 
ed,  fealed,  and  directed,  as  the  Con¬ 
Hitution  requires,  to  the  fecretary 
of  the  United  States  in  congrefs  afi- 
fembled  ;  that  the  fenators  and  re- 
prefentatives  ihould  convene  at  the 
time  and  place  affigned  ;  that  the 
fenators  flrould  appoint  a  prefident 
of  the  fenate,  for  the  idle  purpofe 
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of  receiving,  opening,  and  count¬ 
ing  the  votes  for  prefident  ;  and 
that,  after  he  fhall  be  cnofen,  the 
congrefs  together  with  the  prefi¬ 
dent,  fhould,  without  delay,  proceed 
to  execute  this  Constitution. 

By  the  unanimous  order  of  the 
convention, 

George  Washington, 

Prefident. 

William  Jackfon,  Secretary. 


Remonjirance  of  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  prefented  to  his  Mojl  Chrij- 
tian  Majejiy ,  again  fl  the  Declara¬ 
tion  of  a  Stamp  Dutyy  on  July  24, 
1787.  / 

Mo  ft  refpeCtable  addrefs.  Sire, 
together  with  the  juft  alarms 
of  me  hation,  has  been  humbly  laid 
at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  by  your 
majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  faithful 
parliament.  The  bare  propofai  of 
a  duty  on  paper  has  alarmed  every 
individual.  After  a  glorious  peace 
of  five  years,  and  a  progreffive  in- 
creafe  of  at  leaft  530  millions  of 
livres  in  thirteen  years,  it  feems  as 
if  the  name  of  import  were  never  to 
come  out  of  a  beneficent  monarch’s 
mouth,  except  in  rendering  it  lefs 
onerous,  or  diminifhing  the  number 
of  thole  already  exifting.  What 
was  our  furprife  then,  Sire,  when 
we  were  told  that  new  taxes  were 
projecting  by  the  notables  ;  and 
that  a  new  one,  of  a  moft  diftieffing 
kind,  was  to  be  offered  for  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  parliament ! 

The  firft  reflection  that  naturally 
occurs  at  the  very  mention  of  a  new 
duty  is  to  enquire  into  the  aCtual 
ftate  of  the  finances.  What  an  ad- 
miniftration  mull  the  la  ft  have  been, 
if  the  evils  that  refulted  from  k 
require  fuch  a  defperate  remedy  i 


Your  majefty  muft  remember  how 
we  ftrove,  in  1784  and  1785,  to 
give  you  a  faithful  picture  of  the 
real  fituation  of  the  ftate,  which 
feemed  then  (or  your  miniftry  en¬ 
deavoured  to  make  it  appear  io)  as 
if  inclined  to  take  a  turn  for  the 
beft  ;  but  the  truth  was,  that  the 
ftate  was  more  involved  in  difficul¬ 
ties  than  ever.  Your  parliament 
then,  Sire,  did  every  thing  in  their 
power,  but  in  vain,  to  let  truth  in 
its  cleareft  light  ;  fome  of  your 
minifters  had  too  great  intereft  to 
conceal  it  from  your  majefty  j  all 
our  humble  remonftrances  proved 
ufelefs ;  and  there  were  fome  of 
your  council  who  went  fo  far  as  to 
make  you  fufpeCt  the  purity  of  our 
patriotic  intentions  :  the  terrible  fi¬ 
tuation  of  affairs,  however,  required 
a  fpeedy  and  efficacious  remedy. 
The  notables  affembled  by  your 
majefty’s  orders,  have  withdrawn 
the  veil  that  covered  that  under¬ 
mining  adminiftration  :  a  dreadful 
fpeCtacle  prefented  itfelf  to  the  eye 
of  the  aftonifhed  nation  ;  an  im- 
menfe  deficiency  was  very  vifible  in 
the  treasury  ;  and  every  body  haf- 
tened  to  propofe  the  means  of  fill¬ 
ing  it  up,  and  affording  a  fpeedy 
remedy.  How  grievous  to  y©ur 
majefty’s  paternal  heart  muft  luch 
a  difcovery  have  been  !  How  muft 
your  aftonifhment  and  forrow  have 
increafed,  when  you  reflected  on 
the  fatal  errors,  in  which  your  mi¬ 
nifters  had  long  and  purpofely  kept 
you  ! 

Such  is  the  conlequence,  Sire, 
when  the  choice  of  -minifters  falls 
on  perfons  that  are  obnoxious  to  the 
nation  in  genera]  ;  fuch  is  the  great, 
but  fad  example,  that  teaches  mo- 
narchs  how  far  they  muft  relpeCt 
the  public  opinion,  feldom  fulcep- 
tibLe  of  error,  becaufe  men  united 

together 
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together  rarely  give  or  receive  an 
impreflion  contrary  to  truth.  In 
point  of  adminiftration,  Sire,  the 
purdt  hands  are  hardly  pure  enough. 
A  firft  condefcenfion,  or  rather  a 
hilt  wrong  ftep,  leads  to  a  fecond  ; 
no  bounds  can  circumlcribe  the 
imprudent  minifter  when  once  he 
lwerves  from  his  duty  ;  fucceflive 
abufes  produce  an  utter  confufion, 
and  a  fatal  dilotder ;  the  deep  wounds 
fixed  in  the  conftitution  demand  a 
remedy  ;  and  this,  ever  when  cer¬ 
tain,  will  effeCt  but  a  flow  cure. 

O  let  your  majefty  deign  to  paufe 
a  while  on  one  of  thofe  ialutary  re¬ 
flections,  the  importance  of  which 
has  been  acknowledged  by  all  good 
monarchs.  —  Evil  may  happen  in  a 
Angle  inftant,  but  whole  years  are 
Icarce  fufficient  to  repair  the  mif- 
chief  it  caufes.  The  vices  of  an 
adminiftration,  or,  which  is  the  in¬ 
evitable  effeCt  of  them,  the  invo¬ 
luntary  error  of  a  juft  monarch 
will  iorely  diftrefs  whole  genera¬ 
tions. 

It  is  not  your  parliament’s  inten¬ 
tion,  Sire,  to  giieve  your  majefty ’s 
mod  fenfible  heart  by  expatiating 
at  prefent  on  fo  affeCting  a  lub- 
jeCt,  and  recalling  lo  uplealant  a 
thought  ;  but  they  take  the  liberty 
of  humbly  intreating  your  majefty 
to  weigh  often  thefe  important  re¬ 
flections,  in  fome  of  thofe  moments 
when  you  are  meditating  in  filence 
on  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of 
your  lubjeCts.  It  behoves  now  your 
parliament  to  enter,  with  a  noble 
freedom,  upon  a  fubjeCt  proposed 
by  your  majefty  yourlelf ;  we  mean 
the  projected  retrenchments  and 
ceconomical  fchemes.  We  earneftly 
entreat  you,  Sire,  to  be  on  your 
guard  againtl  the  emotions  and  pro- 
penfities  of  your  tender  heart,  in 
order  that  the  (Economy  already  be- 
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gun  may  continue,  and  thofe  re¬ 
forms  adopted  and  fettled  be  of  con- 
ftant  duration.  When  a  pure  and 
enlightened  adminiftration  endea¬ 
vours  to  eftablifh  certain  principles 
of  ceconomy,  it  generally  meets 
with  lome  ancient  cuftoms  that  feein 
to  have  been  long  attached  to  the 
conftitution,  and  to  enjoy  the  right 
of  prefcription.  If  the  minifter  aCts 
with  firmnefs,  he  is  immediately 
blamed  for  his  imprudence  ;  if  wild 
precaution,  the  world  will  ceniure 
his  weaknefs  :  what  difficulties  will 
not  then  in  fuch  a  cafe  furround  the 
monarch,  and  be  inceflantly  multi¬ 
plying  about  him  !  Courtiers  will 
publicly  approve  of,  nay  applaud, 
the  projected  reforms  ;  but  in  fecret 
they  will  try  to  weaken,  and  even 
prevent,  their  effeCl  ;  all  means  will 
be  employed  to  deceive  him ;  it  is 
then  that  art,  addrefs,  and  firefle, 
appeal  in  a  thoufand  different  forms, 
actuated  by  the  1110ft  imperious  of 
all  motives,  perfonal  intereft  ;  the 
fovereign,  thus  befet,  and  attacked 
on  eveiy  fide  by  claims,  luits,  pe¬ 
titions,  &c.  is  forced  to  liften  to 
importunate  clamours,  and,  through 
the  goodnefs  of  his  heart,  often 
grants  what  could  never  be  obtained 
through  his  juftice. 

The  moment  the  word  oeccnomy 
is  mentioned,  it  echoes  thiough  the 
room  ;  the  cunning  courtier  appa¬ 
rently  adopts  the  plan,  and  wifkes 
to  be  numbered  among  the  great 
characters  of  the  nation,  whole  ex¬ 
ample  he  afRCts  to  imitate  ;  but  he 
calculates  at  the  fame  time  how- 
long  the  ceconomical  reform  may 
fubfift,  and  how  he  may  render 
abortive  the  retrenchments  that  di- 

A 

minifh  either  his  credit  or  his  reve¬ 
nues  ;  all  expencts  but  his  own 
feem  fuicept ible  of  diminution  :  in 
a  vaft  adminiftration,  the  weakeft 
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pretexts  are  eafily  tinged  with  the 
colouring  of  reafon  ;  and  that  (Eco¬ 
nomy  which  has  been  fo  often  court¬ 
ed,  and  always  expeCted,  appears 
and  dilappears  in  an  inftant,  leaving 
a  black  cloud  over  the  beautiful 
countenance  of  truth,  which  fome 
faint  rays  had  begun  to  render  cou- 
fpicuous. 

Thefe  reflections,  Sire,  written 
in  the  annals  of  every  nation,  are 
the  faithful  hiftory  of  the  human 
heart  :  never  could  the  meditation 
on  them  be  more  interefting  to  your 
majefty  than  at  prelent,  for  the  ap¬ 
plication  iu its  exaCtly  to  the  urgent 
circumftances  of  the  times.  The 
more  vigour  and  firmnefs  your  ma¬ 
jefty  will  iliew  for  the  intended  re¬ 
forms,  and  falutary  refolutions,  the 
more  difficulties  and  obftacles  will 
certainly  impede  the  way  :  and  ex¬ 
perience  may  perhaps  have  already 
proved,  that  the  perfons  interefted 
in  their  (economical  views  begin  to 
hint  as  it  the  propofed  fums  were 
equivocal  and  precarious,  and  the 
deductions  agreed  upon  incompatible 
with  old  cuftoms,  and  unlikely  to 
laft  a  long  time. 

It  is  in  your  majefty’s  power  to 
enforce,  with  a  laudable  perfeve- 
rance,  the  order  that  muft  efiablifh 
with  permanency  this  indifpenfable 
reform.  Every  thing  iliould  un¬ 
dergo  the  ftriCteft  enquiry.  Your 
majefty’s  juftice,  which  is  to  us 
the  fureft  and  mod  facred  pledge, 
emboldens  your  parliament  to  lay 
before  you,  without  danger  of  in¬ 
curring  your  royal  difpleaiure,  fome 
of  thele  remarks  and  obfervations 
that  muft  naturally  have  occurred 
to  you.  Had  you  known.  Sire, 
the  real  ftate  of  your  finances,  no 


doubt  you  would  not  have  under¬ 
taken  thofe  immenfe  edifices  that 
are  now  building,  nor  made  fo 
many  acquilitions  onerous  to  the 
ftate  ;  you  would  not  have  permit- 
ed  fo  many  exchanges  of  the  crown 
lands,  nor  granted  thofe  excefiive 
liberalities  that  the  importunate  and 
intriguing  are  always  fure  of  obtain¬ 
ing.  The  facility  of  obtaining  mo¬ 
ney  from  the  treafury  (the  fatal 
bane  of  all  adminiftrations)  would 
never  have  been  fuffered  to  increafe, 
for  it  expofes  every  moment  the 
fovereign  to  fome  dangerous  lur- 
prife;  it  fquanders  fecretly  the  pub¬ 
lic  revenue,  and  can  never  over¬ 
balance,  with  its  pretended  utility, 
the  great  inconveniences  always  at¬ 
tending  it.  Your  majefty  would 
certainly  never  have  confented  to 
have  Paris  iurrounded  by  fuch  a 
magnificent  wall  j  to  fee  palaces  * 
ereCfed  for  your  excife-officers  at  an 
exorbitant  expence,  in  order  to  co¬ 
incide  with  the  views  of  the  farmers- 
general,  who,  in  expectation  of  a 
precarious  and  diftant  gain,  expend 
annually  thofe  fums  that  fhould  be 
appropriated  to  wants  of  more  real 
neceflity. 

All  thefe  objeCts,  Sire,  and  many 
others,  the  enumeration  of  which 
would  aftonifh,  are  fufceptibie  of 
amendment  ;  fome  require  a  con- 
fiderable  diminution  ;  others  an  en¬ 
tire  fuppreffion.  But  it  is  not  the 
total  only  of  each  department  that 
fhould  be  properly  diminifhed  ;  eve¬ 
ry  part  of  it  fhould  be  fcrupuloufty 
examined,  and  divefted  of  all  its 
fiiperfluous  charges  ;  it  fhould  be 
reduced  to  the  fimple  and  abso¬ 
lutely  neceffiu  y  expence  ;  in  fo  do- 
ing,  your  majefty  might  eafily  dou- 


*  At  every  barriere  (turnpike)  there  are  two  beautiful  manfions,  in  the  form 
of  lod  adorned  with  pillais,  pilafters,  medallions,  &c. 
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ble  the  intended  reform  of  the  forty 
millions  of  livres,  and  this  might 
then  prove  a  real  relief  to  your 
fuffering  fubjeCts. 

There  are  honourable  (Economies, 
Sire,  that,  far  from  dminifhing  the 
Iplendour  of  a  throne,  add  luftre 
and  dignity  to  it.  Majefty  itfelf 
may  fubmit  to  privations.  The 
fovereign  is  always  great  when  his 
fubje&s  are  happy  ;  and  the  fight 
of  happinefs  fpread  over  a  whole 
people  is  fo  pompous  and  brilliant, 
that  it  commands  public  admiration 
and  univerfal  applaufe. 

Thefe  diminutions,  fupprefilons, 
reforms,  and  (Economies,  fo  often 
folicited  by  your  parfiaments,  de¬ 
manded  by  the  notables,  and  pro- 
miled  to  their  fpirited  and  juft  per- 
feverance,  are  wiflied  for  and  ex¬ 
pected  every  day  by  the  unhappy 
hufbandman,  whofe  tears  bedew  the 
very  field  that  contributes  to  fo 
many  ufelefs  expences  before  it  has 
furniihed  the  neceffary  fubfiftence  to 
the  perfon  who  fowed  it,  tor  the 
fubfiftence  of  himfelf  and  family, 
and  who,  deprived  of  the  common 
neceffaries,  is  forced  to  take  from 
his  poverty  itfelf,  wherewith  to 
furnifli  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
ftate. 

Thefe  unhappy  beings,  Sire, 
Frenchmen  by  birth,  and  men, 
have  a  double  right  to  enjoy  their 
facred  property  even  in  the  bofom 
ot  indigence  ;  but  as  they  cannot 
claim  it  themfelves  at  your  majef- 
ty’s  feet,  let  their  claims  and  their 
rights  be  ever  prefent  before  you ;  let 
their  plaints  find  their  way  to  the 
throne,  and  reach  your  royal  perfon  ; 
let  them  hear  your  gracious  anfwer, 
and  let  them  know  that  your  majef- 
ty’s  goodnefs  and  juftice  are  the 
fureft  fupporters  they  can  hope  to 
find  near  the  throne. 


PAPERS.  [303 

The  French  never  confult  any 
intereft  inleparable  from  the  throne  ; 
they  are  always  biaficd  by  their 
fincere  attachment  to  their  mo¬ 
narch  ;  in  their  fervent  zeal  and 
enchufiaftic  emotions  for  the  royal 
caufe,  they  have  been  capable  of 
the  greateft  facrifices  ;  and  they 
may  fancy  the  ways  and  means  of 
the  nation  as  unbounded  as  their 
affeCtion.  Thefe  ways  and  means, 
therefore,  muft  be  carefully  manag¬ 
ed  and  ufed  at  proper  times.  It 
fliould  be  likewife  considered,  that 
the  contributions  proceeding  from 
the  imports  granted  to  the  monarch 
are  only  intended  as  fubfidies  to  the 
ftate,  and  that  the  fovereign  is  bat 
the  diftributor  of  whatever  is  not 
employed  for  the  public  weal,  which 
naturally  belongs  to  thofe  who  co¬ 
operate  in  levying  the  contributions  5 
and,  if  they  are  diverted  from  their 
chief  and  primitive  intent,  their 
fertile  fource  will  loon  become  i«- 
fufficient,  and,  in  a  fhort  time,  ex- 
haufted  ;  particularly  if  the  ex¬ 
pences  increafe  in  proportion  to  the 
receipt. 

All  kinds  of  imports  fhould  be 
proportioned  to  the  neceffary  wants 
of  the  nation,  and  end  with  theta. 
Each  citizen  contributes  part  of  bis 
property,  for  the  fake  of  maintain¬ 
ing  public  fafety  and  private  tran¬ 
quillity.  The  people,  on  fuch  prin¬ 
ciples,  founded  on  the  rights  of 
mankind,  and  confirmed  by  reaibn, 
fliould  never  encreafe  their  contri¬ 
butions  but  when  the  expences  of 
the  ftate  have  undergone  all  the 
favings,  alterations,  and  retrench¬ 
ments,  they  are  capable  of.  It  is 
for  this  reafon,  therefore,  that  your 
parliament,  Sire,  look  upon  the 
duty  on  ftamped  paper  as  entirely 
oppofite  to  thefe  primitive  notions. 
It  would  affect  the  private  tranquil- 
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lity,  by  neceflarily  opening  a  way 
to  errors,  and  thereby  would  prove 
far  more  dangerous  than  th z  gab e lie 
[duty  on  fait,  a  kind  of  excife], 
which  was,  as  has  been  feen,  liable 
to  open  frauds.  The  mod  exaCt 
and  habitual  attention  could  hardly 
be  fufficient  to  didinguifh  the  num- 
berlefs  {lamped  papers  that  are  to 
ferve  for  each  refpeCtive  aCt  of  juf- 
tice  or  common  tran  (aCtion, 

What  midakes  will  not  thegreat- 
efl  part  of  your  fubjeCts  be  liable  to, 
by  interchanging  thefe  papers,  and 
making  ufe  of  the  one  for  the  other  ! 
Many  writings,  by  fuch  involun¬ 
tary  faults,  may  appear  counter¬ 
feited  in  the  eye  of  juftsce  ;  and  the 
unwary  individual  will  find  himfelf 
daily  expofed  to  pay  exorbitant 
fines,  or  to  encounter  difagreeable 
and  heavy  fuits  at  law. 

Such  a  duty,  Sire,  is  likewife  in¬ 
compatible  with  public  fafety,  as 
it  would  deeply  wound  mutual  con¬ 
fidence,  which  is  the  fure  founda¬ 
tion  of  it.  Individuals  would  be 
afraid  of  producing  undamped  bills 
or  notes  before  a  tribunal  ;  and  in 
this  age,  where  there  are  iuch  fre¬ 
quent  inftances  of  perfons  taking  all 
forts  of  advantages,  and  commenc¬ 
ing  or  prolonging  vexatious  and 
never-ending  luits,  a  wife  legilla- 
tor  fhould  be  very  careful  not  to 
introduce  new  fubjeCts  of  chicanery. 
Befides,  our  public  trull.  Sire,  and 
our  national  dignity,  ablolutely  for¬ 
bid  the  introduction  of  fuch  a  dan¬ 
gerous  duty. 

The  moment  a  declaration  is  ilTu- 
ed,  which  is  generally  vicious  in 
almoft  all  its  difpofitions,  a  feducing 
facility  of  extending  its  meaning  or 
duration  otters  itfelf,  and  pretences 
are  not  wanting  for  impofing  plau- 
fibly  on  the  public.  Expeiience 
furmllaes  us  with  too  many  exam¬ 


ples.  The  two  fous  and  the  eight 
fous  per  livre  tor  indance,  the  fe- 
cond  warrant  for  the  poll-tax,  and 
fo  many  other  inventions,  which 
the  fertile  genius  of  financiers  has 
imagined,  and  is  never  at  a  lofs  to 
find  to  overcharge  the  fubjeCts, 
are  but  a  continuation  and  exten- 
fion  of  a  duty,  fimpTe  in  its  origin  ; 
and  fuch  an  extenfion,  Sire,  is  of¬ 
ten  diveded  of  any  legal  authority, 
and  only  collected  in  virtue  of  the 
mmifter’s  mandate.  Without  men¬ 
tioning,  Sire,  the  multiplicity  of 
maiks,  precautions,  and  fines,  an¬ 
nexed  to  and  attending  the  duty  on 
(tamped  paper,  it  is  certain  that 
it  would  cattle  a  delay  in  public 
and  private  bufinefs,  and  obltruCt 
the  common  daily  tranfaCtions.  Ail 
delay  is  dangerous,  and  all  obdruc- 
tion  mult  produce  a  delay.  .  A  bill 
of  exchange,  impiopeiiy  (tamped, 
would  be  liable  to  a  fine  ;  the  fine 
mult  be  paid  immediately  by  the 
pofiefior  of  the  bill  ;  he  therefore 
would  be  obliged  to  advance  the 
fum  tor  the  fine,  pay  indead  of  re¬ 
ceive,  and  be  out  of  his  money 
till  the  expiration  of  his  unlucky 
bill.  He  would  be  a  fufferer  for 
other  perfons  faults,  and  fuch  faults 
might  be  renewed  feveral  times  in 
one  and  the  fame  day,  in  the  very 
lame  hour  his  payments  mud  be 
affeCted  by  it,  and  his  credit  called 
in  quedion.  Thence  miftrult  and 
doubts  will  necefTarily  arile  ;  and 
you  know,  Sire,  that  there  lubfifts 
a  kind  of  chain  in  the  courle  of  ex¬ 
changes,  that  (Irongly  binds  all 
the  commercial  patts  of  mankind 
in  the  known  world.  Our  trading 
towns  would  lofe,  in  the  eyes  of  a 
foreigner,  that  level  or  advantage 
they  were  wont  to  enjoy.  In  fhort, 
were  not  fuch  a  duty  extremely 
onerous  in  itlelf,  its  unlimited  dura¬ 
tion 
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don  muft  caufe  a  general  alarm. 
We  have  often  feen  taxes,  limited 
till  fuch  a  time,  prolonged  even  af¬ 
ter  the  intention  of  the  lupply  had 
been  amply  fulfilled  ;  but  we  did 
not  expert  to  fee  one  that  is  to  laft 
perpetually,  at  the  very  time  when 
a  certain  period  was  mentioned  for 
diminifhing  the  national  debt. 

Lewis  XIV.  eftabliihed  the  poll- 
tax  in  1695,  and  the  tenth  in  1710. 
The  misfortunes  and  heavy  Ioffes 
fuftained  towards  the  latter  end  of 
his  reign,  and  the  invalion  of  the 
kingdom,  made  him  attempt  a  rtep, 
the  fuccefs  of  which  he  very  much 
doubted  in  his  own  mind.  That 
great  monarch,  finding  himfelf 
obliged  to  lay  fuch  a  duty,  feemed 
to  have  been  doubtful  whether  he 
had  a  right  to  lay  it ;  and  if  parlia¬ 
ment  then  thought  it  their  duty  to 
have  it  regiftered,  it  was  becaufe 
the  contribution  was  to  laft  but  a 
fliort  time  ;  it  was  chiefly  becaufe 
the  exigencies  of  the  date  feemed 
to  require  a  fpeedy  redrefs ;  had  it 
not  heen  foi  thefe  fubftantial  rea- 
lons.  Sire,  Lewis  XIV.  would  have 
owned,  “  that  it  was  the  nation  a- 
lone,  re-united  in  the  three  general 
dates,  that  can  give  the  neceflary 
confent  for  eftabliftung  a  perpetual 
tax  —  that  parliament  were  never 
inverted  with  fuch  a  power,  and 
that,  charged  by  the  fovereign  to 
announce  his  will  to  the  people, 
they  had  never  been  charged  by 
the  people  to  reprefen t  them  lb  im¬ 
plicitly. ” 

This  is  what  your  refpe&ful  par- 
Jiament  takes  now  the  liberty  of 
mentioning  to  your  majerty  ;  and, 
penetrated  with  this  truth,  alarmed 
at  the  enormous  deficiency,  and 
ftruck  with  the  deplorable  diforders 
that  have  produced  it,  and  might 
render  it  perpetual,  thev  vviili  very 
Vol.  XXIX. 
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much  to  fee  the  whole  nation  af- 
fembled,  before  they  regifter  any 
new  import.  The  nation  alone  thus 
aflembled,  and  inftrudted  in  the  true 
ftate  of  the  finances,  may  extirpate 
the  great  abufes  that  are  exifting  at  * 
prefent,  and  offer  great  refources  to 
obviate  them  in  future. 

'Tis  for  you,  Sire,,  that  the  honour 
was  referved  of  renewing  thofe  na¬ 
tional  aflemblies  which  rendered  the 
reign  of  Charlemagne  fo  great  an d 
illuftrious :  aflemblies  that  repaired 
all  king  John’s  difaftrous  calamities, 
and  concurred  with  parliament  to 
re-eftablifh  Charles  VII.  on  the 
throne.  All  the  world  is  convinced 
now  of  the  truth  of  this  maxim — 
tha  l  my Jlery  generally  accompanies  mif- 
trujl  and  weaknefs  —  that  the  greater 
authority  is,  the  more  confidence  and 
candour  it  Jhuuld  inf  fire  —  and  that 
entrusting  the  provincial  afftmblies 
with  part  of  the  adminijlration .  in- 
jlead  of  weakening  it ,  would  enlighten 
and  render  it  more  adive.  Your 
notables,  Sire,  fo  wifely  fe levied  by 
your  majerty,  have  aflifted  the  throne 
with  their  couufels,  and  unveiled 
the  longTidden  countenance  of 
truth,  which  you  were  determined 
to  fee.  How  happy  are  now  the 
members  of  this  artembly  in  pre- 
fenting  you,  Sire,  with  theeffufions 
of  that  truth  they  ftrongiy  feel  in 
their  hearts  !  The  monarch  of  France 
can  never  he  fo  great  as  when  fur- 
rounded  by  his  happy  fubjeds  ;  he  has 
nothing  to  fear  but  the  excef;  of  their 
attachment ;  he  has  no  other  precau¬ 
tion  to  take  but  to  be  upon  his  guard 
againjl  iffuing  orders  that  may  be  be¬ 
yond  their  power  to  accotnpltfh.  By 
a  perfeft  union  between  the  fove¬ 
reign  and  the  people,  each  party 
will  be  the  gainer;  and  a  monarch 
can  never  etr  in  following  the  fteps 
of  the  hero  of  the  fecond  race,  who 
(fJJ-  lorced 
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forced  from  the  unanimous  lips  of 
admiring  Europe  the  name  of  Great, 
which  he  certainly  deferved  by  pro¬ 
tecting  juftice  and  his  people  with 
the  fame  arm  that  ftruck  terror  to 
his  enemies  ;  nor  thofe  of  a  Charles 
V.  whom  pofterity,  the  impartial 
judge  of  kings,  has  dignified  with 
the  title  of  Wife;  nor  thofe  of  Lewis 
XII.  who  in  one  of  thofe  affemblies 
had  the  fweet  fatisfadtion  of  hear¬ 
ing  himfelf  proclaimed  the  Father 
of  his  People  ;  nor  thofe  in  fhort 
of  Henry  IV„  whofe  name,  ftill  fo 
cheriftied  by  the  French,  is  an  ho¬ 
nour  to  humanity,  and  daily  receives 
from  our  grateful  hearts  a  copious 
tribute  of  tears. 

Your  parliament,  Sire,  watting 
with  impatience  for  the  happy  and 
wiftied-for  moment,  when  a  juft 
monarch  will  deign  to  fp'read  his 
benign  influence  over  a  faithful  na¬ 
tion,  and  grant  their  r<  que  lls,  mod 
refpeCffully  intreat  your  majefty  to 
recall  and  annuli  the  declaration  of 
the  damp  duty,  as  altogetei  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  prefent  /filiation  of 
affairs  ;  a  duty  that,  were  it  to  be 
enforced,  would  caufe  univerfal  dif- 
content  and  borrow  to  all  the  na¬ 
tion,  and  the  name  only  of  which 
has  already  ipread  a  genera!  alarm 
through  the  kingdom. 


His  Moft  Chriftian  Majejiy  s  Speech 
to  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  Nov. 
j9,  1787. 

G  entlemen, 

AM  come  to  this  a/Tembly  to  re¬ 
call  to  my  parliament  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  from  which  it  ought  never  to 
deviate  ;  to  hear  what  you  have  to 
fay  upon  two  great  adts  of  adminil- 
tration  and  legtfiation,  which  to  me 
have  appeared  neceftary  ;  finally,  to 


reply  to  you  upon  the  reprefen  t&- 
tions  made  to  me  by  the  chamber 
of  vacations,  in  favour  of  my  par¬ 
liament  of  Bourdeaux.  The  prin¬ 
ciples  which  l  mean  to  recall  to 
your  recolledtion,  are  a  part  of  the 
efience  of  the  monarchy,  and  I  will 
not  fuffer  them  to  be  unknown  or 
changed.  I  had  no  need  of  felici¬ 
tations  to  aifemble  the  notables  of 
my  kingdom.  1  fhali  never  be 
afraid  of  being  among  my  fubjedts. 
A  king  of  France  is  never  more 
happy  than  when  he  enjoys  their 
love  and  fidelity  ;  but  it  is  I  only 
who  am  to  judge  of  the  ufe  and 
neceftity  of  thole  aflemblies,  and  I 
will  not  fuffer  niyfelf  to  be  indif- 
creetly  importuned  for  that  which 
ought  to  be  expedted  from  my  wif- 
dom,  and  the  love  I  have  for  my 
people,  whofe  interefts  are  infepara- 
b!e  from  my  own.  The  adt  of 
adminiftration  which  I  propofe  to 
niyfelf  is  an  edfdt,  containing  a 
creation  of  fucceffive  loans  for  five 
years.  I  wifbed  to  have  no  farther 
reed ut fe  to  the  refource  of  loans  ; 
but  order  and  ceconomy  niuft  have 
time  to  make  them  effectual.  Li¬ 
mited  and  well  calculated  loans  will 
retard  the  operations  of  the  former, 
but  they  will  not  prevent  them.  No 
new  impofts  will  be  eftablifhed, 
and  my  engagements  will  be  fulfill¬ 
ed.  I  will  ever  maintain,  by  the 
inoft  conftant  and  undivided  protec¬ 
tion,  the  holy  religion  in  which  I 
have  the  happirrefs  to  be  born,  and 
1  will  not  permit  it  to  fuffer  the  lead 
diminution  in  my  kingdom.  But  I 
am  of  opinion  that  this  fame  re¬ 
ligion  commands  me  not  to  leave 
a  part  of  my  fubjedts  deprived  of 
their  natural  rights,  and  what  the 
ftate  of  fociety  promifes  them.  You 
will  fee  in  my  anfwer  upon  the 
lubjedt  of  the  parliament  of  Bour¬ 
deaux, 
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•Jeaux,  to  what  a  degree  its  conduct 
is  reprehenfible.  My  parliament 
ought  to  reckon  upon  my  confidence 
and  affettion ;  but  they  ought  to 
merit  them,  in  confining  themfelves 
within  the  fun&ions  confided  to  their 
execution  by  the  kings  my  prede- 
ceflors ;  being  careful  n.ot  to  depart 
from,  nor  retufe  them,  and  more 
particularly  never  to  fail  in  giving 
to  my  fubje&s  an  example  of  fidelity 
and  iubmiftion.  My  keeper  of  the 
feals  will  more  fully  communicate 
to  you  my  intentions. 


The  Addrefs  of  the  firft  Preftdent  of 
the  Parliament  of  Paris  to  his  Mo  ft 
Chriftian  Majefty  a t  Verfailles,  on 
the  Exile  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
and  tnxjo  Counfellors  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Sire, 

OUR  parliament  is  come,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders.  It 
has  this  morning  been  informed,  at 
the  opening  of  the  fitting,  that  a 
prince  of  your  .auguft  blood  has  in¬ 
curred  your  difpleafure,  and  that 
two  counfellors  of  your  court  are 
deprived  of  their  liberty.  Your 
parliament,  in  confirmation,  hum¬ 
bly  fupplicates  your  majefty,  to  re- 
ftore  to  the  prince  of  your  blood, 
and  to  the  two  magiftrates,  the  li¬ 
berty  which  they  have  loft,  having, 
in  your  prefence,  freely  declared 
what  their  duty  and  confidences 
didated,  in  a  fitting  wherein  your 
majefty  had  announced  that  you 
came  to  take  the  fienfie  of  the  aftem- 
bly  by  a  plurality  of  fuflfrages. 

His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty ’s 
Anlwer. 

When  I  put  away  from  my  per- 
fion  a  prince  of  my  blood,  my  par- 
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liament  ought  to  believe,  that  I 
have  very  ftrong  reafons  for  fio  do¬ 
ing.  I  have  punifiied  two  magifi- 
trates,  with  whom  I  ought  to  be 
diflatisfied. 


The  Second  Addrefs  of  the  Parliament 
of  Paris  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma¬ 
jefty  ,  on  the  fame  Subject,  Nov. 
23,  17S7. 

Sire, 

H  E  public  afHi&ion  has  pre¬ 
ceded  your  pai liament  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne.  The  firft  prince 
of  your  blood  is  exiled  ;  two  ma¬ 
giftrates  of  your  pai  liament  are  im- 
prifoned  by  your  orders  :  the  error 
of  this  auguft  prince,  the  crime  of 
thefe  two  magiftrates,  are  unknown 
to  us.  It  cannot  have  been  a  crime 
to  fipeak  the  truth  in  the  prefence  of 
your  majefty.  Your  majefty  came 
among  us  to  demand  our  free  fuf- 
frages  :  to  give  them  on  every  oc- 
cafion  is  the  right  and  duty  of 
your  parliament,  and  the  intereft  of 
your  majefty  to  hear  them.  It  is 
true,  the  keeper  of  the  feals  ex- 
prefled  the  fentiments  of  your  ma¬ 
jefty  ;  but  our  counfel  to  you  would 
no  longer  come  from  the  fanduary 
of  truth,  if  reftrained  by  the  terror 
of  offending.  If  the  duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  is  guilty,  we  are  alfo.  It 
was  worthy  the  firft  prince  of  your 
blood  to  reprefent  to  your  majefty, 
that  you  were  transforming  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  parliament  into  a  bed  of 
juftice.  His  declaration  has  but 
announced  our  fentiments  ;  his  feel¬ 
ings  have  judged  of  ours;  and  T 
by  the  effeft  of  thatconcoid,  which 
nothing  can  deftroy,  between  the 
wifhes  and  the  duty  of  your  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  duke  of  Orleans  has 
fihewn  a  courage  worthy  his  birth 
[C]  2  and 


308}  ANNUAL  RE 

and  rank,  lie  has  no  lefs  manifefted 
a  heart  zealous  for  your  glory.  In 
faCfc,  Sire,  foreigners  cannot  con¬ 
ceive,  pofterity  will  not  believe, 
that  we  could  be  expofed  to  any 
danger  in  telling  your  majefly  that 
truth,  which  you  have  demanded 
in  perl’on.  Your  prefence  has  ever 
been  accompanied  with  favour;  muft 
it  henceforth  produce  fear  and  af¬ 
fliction  ?  A  bed  of  juftice  would  be 
lefs  teriible  than  a  fitting  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  our  loyalty  to  your  ma- 
jefty  would  fupprefs  Our  voices,  were 
our  confidence,  encouraged  by  your- 
i e if,  no  other  than  the  fignal  of  our 
exile  or  imprifonment.  And  what 
imprifonment,  Sir?  Honour  and  hu¬ 
manity,  as  well  as  jufiiice,  tremble 
at  it  ;  the  bafeft  men  have  laid 
hands  on  the  perfon  of  one  of  your 
niagiftrates  ;  his  houte  has  been  be- 
fieged  ;  inftruments  of  the  police 
have  driven  away  his  family*  It 
was  by  prayers  and  entreaties  to 
thofe  ungracious  men,  that  he  was 
permitted  to  fee  his  wife,  his  chil¬ 
dren,  and  his  fillers,  on  his  depar¬ 
ture.  They  have  toiced  him  away 
without  a  fervant ;  and  that  ma¬ 
gistrate,  who,  on  Monday,  thought 
himfelf  under  the  perfonal  protec¬ 
tion  of  your  majefly,  is  gone  to  a 
diftant  prifon,  unattended  but  by 
three  men,  the  devoteesof  arbitrary 
power.  The  fecond  of  thefe  magif- 
trates  feized  by  you;  orders,  though 
treated  in  his  own  houfe  lefs  cruelly 
than  the  other,  has  neverthelefs  been 
conftrained  to  depart  with  a  fever, 
and  threatened  with  an  inflamma¬ 
tory  dilorder,  to  a  place  where  life 
is  a  continual  punifhment.  His 
dwelling  is  a  rock  ;  his  prifon  beat 
by  the  waves  of  the  fea  ;  the  air  he 
breathes  unwholefome;  all  abidance 
is  remote,  and  your  majefly,  with¬ 
out  wifhing  it,  without  knowing  it, 
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in  figning  the  order  of  imprifonment 
has  perhaps  figned  that  oi  his  death. 

If  exile  i*  the  recompence  of  the 
fidelity  of  the  princes  ol  your  blood  ; 
if  outrages  and  captivity  threaten 
the  uprightnefs  of  the  firft  magif- 
trates  of  the  kingdom  ;  we  may  alk 
ourfelves  with  terror  and  grief,  what 
will  become  of  the  law's,  the  public 
liberty,  the  national  honour,  and 
the  manners  of  your  majefty’s  fub- 
jeCb ;  thofe  manners  fo  mild,  fo 
neceflary  to  be  preferved  for  the 
common  intereft:  of  the  throne, 
and  of  the  people.  Such  defigns. 
Sire,  are  not  in  your  heart ;  luch 
examples  are  not  the  principles  of 
your  majefly.  They  arife  from  an¬ 
other  fource.  Your  parliament,  Sire, 
moft  humbly  befeeches  your  ma- 
jefty,  as  you  value  your  glory,  your 
high  renown,  to  remove  thoie  af¬ 
flicting  counfeis,  to  confult  and  lif- 
ten  only  to  your  own  heart ;  and 
then,  juftice  with  humanity,  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  return  of  the  firft  prince 
of  your  blood,  and  by  the  releafe  of 
your  two  niagiftrates,  will  begin 
to  efface  an  example,  which  would 
end  by  the  deftruCtion  of  the  laws, 
the  degradation  of  the  magiftiacy, 
universal  difcouragement,  and  the 
triumph  of  the  enemies  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  French. 


His  Mo  ft  Cbriftian  Majefly  s  Anftwer 
to  the  foregoing  Addrefs ,  Nov.  26, 
1787. 

HEN  \  held  a  fitting  among 
you,  gentlemen, the  keeper ot 
the  feals  told  you,  by  my  order,  that 
the  more  kindnefs  I  fhewed  when  I 
followed  the  inclinations  of  my  heart, 
the  more  firmnefs  I  difcovered  when 
I  thought  I  perceived  any  attempts 
to  abule  that  kindnefs. 


This 
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This  might  be  a  lufficient  anfwer 
to  your  fecond  petition  ;  but  1  will 
condelcend  to  add,  that  if  I  do  not 
blame  the  intereft  you  exprefs  for 
the  detention  of  your  two  magif- 
trates,  I  difapprove,  however,  your 
exaggerating  the  circumftances  and 
coniequences  of  it.  You  feem  to 
attribute  the  whole  of  this  tranf- 
aCtion  to  motives,  which  the  free 
liberty  I  permitted  you  to  exprefs 
your  opinioHs  does  not  warrant. 

I  am  accountable  to  no  perfon  for 
the  motives  of  my  refolutions. 

It  is  time  you  ITiould  feparate  the 
particular  cafe  of  thofe  I  have  pu- 
nifhed  from  the  intereft  of  my  other 
fubjeCts,  and  that  of  the  laws. 

AH  my  fubjeCts  are  fenlTole  that 
the  goodnefs  of  my  heart  is  ever 
watchful  for  their  happinefs,  and 
mull  acknowledge  the  effects  of  it 
even  in  my  aCts  of  juftice. 

Every  individual  is  intereftcd  in 
the  prefervation  of  public  order, 
and  that  order  effentially  depends 
on  the  iupport  of  my  authority. 

If  thole  I  have  charged  to  execute 
my  orders  have  behaved  in  a  man¬ 
ner  contrary  to  my  intentions,  I 
will  punifh  them  ;  and  if  the  place 
ot  confinement  can  any  ways  be 
detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  two 
magiftrates,  I  will  order  them  to  be 
removed  to  more  lalutary  fpots  ;  for 
the  feelings  of  humanity  are  infe- 
parable  from  my  heart,  even  in  the 
execuiion  of  my  juftice. 

In  regard  to  the  duke  of  Orleans’s 
ablence  from  the  capital,  and  from 
my  court,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
what  I  have  already  faid  to  my  par¬ 
liament. 


The  Third  Re monji ranee  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  of  Paris  to  his  Moji  Chrif- 
tian  Majejly ,  on  the  fame  Subject t 
prefenud  Dec.  10,  17 87. 
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Sire, 

OUR  parliament,  the  princes 
and  peers  of  your  realms,  being 
feated,  have  charged  us  with  the  com- 
miffion  of  laying  at  the  foot  of  your 
throne  their  molt  refpeCtful  reprefen- 
tations  on  your  majefty’s  anfwer  to 
their  lupplication. 

The  magiftracy  of  your  kingdom, 
as  well  as  every  true  citizen,  are 
equally  aftonifhed  at  the  reproaches 
it  contains,  and  the  principles  which 
are  manifefted  in  it. 

We  are,  howeyer,  far  from  at¬ 
tributing  thefe  reproaches  to  the 
perfonal  fentinients  which  infpire 
your  majefty. 

Public  decency  received  a  fevere 
wound  in  the  choice  of  the  executors 
of  your  orders.  If  their  crime  was 
not  carried  to  the  perfonal  arreft 
of  one  of  your  magiftrates,  the 
expofition  of  other  faCts,  far  from 
being  exaggerated  is  yet  incom¬ 
plete  ;  and  your  parliament  may 
add,  that  this  magiftrate,  whole 
houfe  was  inverted  by  armed  men, 
himfelf  delivered  up  to  the  agents 
of  the  police,  like  a  malefactor, 
law  himlelf  reduced  to  the  humilia¬ 
tion  of  being  liable  to  the  fummons 
of  an  officer,  from  a  fubmiffion  to 
your  majefty's  orders. 

May  we  be  allowed,  Sire,  to  re- 
prefent  to  you,  that,  in  devoting 
ourfelves  to  the  public  fervice,  in 
promifmg  to  releafe  your  majefty 
of  the  firft  duty  you  owe  your  na¬ 
tion,  namely,  that  of  juftice  ;  in 
bringing  up  our  children  to  be  fub- 
jeft  to  the  fame  facrifices,  we  never 
could  have  fuppofed  we  were  defin¬ 
ing  ourfelves  and  our  children  to 
the  misfortunes,  ftill  lels  to  out¬ 
rages  of  fo  heinous  a  nature. 

But  we  do  not  come  fo  much  to 
claim  your  benignity,  as  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  laws.  It  is  not  to 
your  humanity  alone  that  we  ad- 

\U\  3  drefs 
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drefs  ourfelves  ;  it  is  not  a  favour 
which  your  parliament  folicits ;  it 
Comes,  Si)e,  to  demand  juftice. 

This  juftice  is  fubjedt  to  regula¬ 
tions  independent  of  the  will  of  man 
—even  kings  themfelves  are  fubfer- 
vient  to  them  ;  that  glorious  prince, 
H  enry  the  Fourth,  acknowledged 
he  had  two  lovereigns,  God  and  the 
laws. 

One  of  thefe  regulations  is,  to 
condemn  no  one  without  a  hearing  ; 
it  is  a  duty  in  all  times,  and  in  all 
places  ;  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  ; 
and  your  majefty  will  allow  us  to 
reprefent  to  you  that  it  is  as  obliga¬ 
tory  on  you  as  on  your  iubjefts. 

But  your  majefty  has  not  to  exe¬ 
cute  this  function  ;  and  your  par¬ 
liament  with  pleafure  brings  to  your 
recolle&ion  your  glorious  privileges, 
that  of  Viewing  mercy  to  condemn¬ 
ed  criminals.  To  condemn  them 
youifelf,  is  not  a  function  belong¬ 
ing  to  majefty.  This  painful  and 
dangerous  talk  the  king  cannot  ex- 
ercife  but  through  his  judges.  Thole 
who  find  a  pleafure  in  hearing  your 
majefty  pronounce  the  dreadful  word 
of  punifliment, .  who  advile  you  to, 
punifli  without  a  trial,  to  punifh  of 
your  own  accord,  to  order  exiles, 
arrefts,  and  im prifonments  ;  who 
fuppofe  that  afts  of  rigour  are  com¬ 
patible  with  a  benign  dilpofition, 
equally  force  a  wound  to  external 
juftice — the  laws  of  the  realm,  and 
the  mod  confolating  prerogative 
belonging  to  your  majefty. 

It  does  not  allow,  that  opinions 
delivered  in  parliament  fhould  be 
confidered  as  motives  for  your  ri¬ 
gour,  and  in  fome  meaiure  a  confo- 
lation  for  us.  But  if  Urong  realons 
fhould  actuate  you  to  the  exile  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans— if  it  can  be 
Called  a  kindnefs  that  you  no  longer 
leave  two  magiftrates  expoled  to  pe- 


rifti  in  diftant  prifons,  or  unwhoie- 
fome  places— if  it  is  confidered  as 
an  aft  of  humanity  which  tempers 
juftice,  in  releafing  them  from  fuch 
a  Situation  —  they  muft  indeed  be 
guilty  !  But  it  is  the  duty  of  youF 
parliament  to  judge  them— and  we 
demand  only,  that  their  crimes 
fhould  be  publifhed. 

The  meaneft  of  your  fubjefts  is 
not  lets  interefted  in  the  fuccefs  of 
our  reclamations,  than  the  fir  ft  prince 
of  your  blood.' — Yes,  Sire,  not  only 
a  prince  of  your  blood, v  but  every 
Frenchman  punifhed  by  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  and  efpecially  who  is  punifh¬ 
ed  without  a  hearing,  becomes  ne- 
ceflarily  the  fubjefl  of  public  alarm. 
The  union  of  thefe  ideas  is  not  the 
work  of  your  parliament  :  it  is  that 
of  nature,  it  is  the  voice  of  reafbn, 
it  is  the  principle  of  the  moft  whole- 
fome  laws,  of  thofe  laws  which  ire 
engraved  in  every  man’s  heart, 
which  is  the  principle  of  yours,  and 
which  allures  us  of  your  perfonal  ap¬ 
probation.  The  caufe  of  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and 
of  the  two  magiftrates,  is  then  with¬ 
out  our  con  fen  t,  and,  by  forcing 
thofe  principles,  the  aft  of  the 
throne,  whofe  only  foundation  is 
juftice,  and  without  which  no  nation 
can  be  happy. 

It  is,  therefore,  in  the  name  of 
thofe  laws  which  preferve  empires, 
in  the  name  of  that  liberty  for 
which  we  are  the  refpe&ful  inter¬ 
preters  and  the  lawful  mediator*, 
in  the  name  of  your  authority,  of 
which  we  are  the  firft  and  moft  con¬ 
fidential  minifters,  that  we  dare  de¬ 
mand  the  trial  or  the  liberty  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans  and  the  two  exiled 
magiftrates,  who  are  imprifoned  by 
a  hidden  order,  as  contrary  to  the 
feniiments  as  the  interefts  of  yoiuf 
majefty. 


Manifejli 
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Mamfefto  of  //^Sublime  Porte  apaintt 
Ruffia,  dated  the  Kith  of  Zdeade, 
the  Tear  1201  {the  24 th  of  Au- 
guft,  1787.) 

H  E  peace  concluded  between 
the  Sublime  Porte  and  the 
court  of  Ruflia  in  1187  (1774),  was 
chiefly  made  for  the  repofe  and  tran¬ 
quillity  of  their  refpedtive  fubje&s, 
yet  the  court  of  Ruflia  has  not  ceal'ed 
to  raife  and  maintain  pretenfions  ca¬ 
pable  ot  diflurbing  the  good  har¬ 
mony  which  that  peace  ought  to  pro¬ 
cure  :  it  has  even  proceeded  fo  far 
as  to  feize  on  the  Crimea,  a  proceed1- 
ing  diredlly  oppolite  to  the  condi¬ 
tions  agreed  on  to  icrve  as  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  treaty  of  Dainardgik. 
It  was  ftipulated  in  the  inftrument 
then  given  on  both  fides,  that  there 
fhould  be  no  faither  difcuflion  be¬ 
tween  the  two  empires,  and  that 
they  fhould  enjoy  a  perfect  peace. 
It  was  lpecified  in  the  capitulations 
that  they  fhould  avoid  for  the  future 
all  intrigue  whatever,  and  all  plots 
fecret  or  public  ;  yet  the  court  of 
Ruflia  has  railed  up  prince  Heraclius, 
who  was  furnifhed  with  a  diploma 
of  inveftiture  as  vaflal  of  the  Sub¬ 
lime  Porte.  Ruffian  troops  have 
been  placed  in  Tifflis  :  they  have 
declared  themielves  lupreme  over 
the  faid  prince,  and  from  that  mo¬ 
ment  the  diiorder  in  Georgia  and 
our  adjoining  tiontiers  has  been 
general.  When  we  alleged  that 
this  proceeding  was  a  formal  infrac¬ 
tion  of  the  treaties,  it  was  maintain¬ 
ed  to  the  contrary.  It  was  exprefsly 
agreed  on,  that  the  Oczakowians 
fhould  have  the  free  and  unlimited 
extradtion  of  the  lalt  pans,  which 
always  belonged  to  the  inhabitants 
of  that  frontier ;  yet  they  have  al¬ 
ways  met  with  a  number  of  impedi¬ 
ments,  and  experienced  every  fort 
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of  ill  treatment  from  the  Ruffians  ; 
and  when  they  reclaimed  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  conventions,  the  court 
of  Ruflia  has  conftantly  refjufed  it. 
The  conful  of  that  court  has  feduced 
the  waywode  of  Moldavia,  who  has 
the  rank  of  a  prince  ;  he  favoured 
his  flight,  and  when  the  Sublime 
Porte  reclaimed  him,  the  Ruffian 
envoy  replied,  his  court  would  not 
deliver  him  up  ;  a  refufal  diredtly 
oppolite  to  the  treaties.  The  Ruf¬ 
fian  court  has  fhewn  as  bad  defigns 
by  giving  what  turn  it  pleafed  to 
many  fimilar  things.  It  has  cor¬ 
rupted  the  fubjedls  of  the  Sublime 
Porte,  by  eftablifhing  confuls  in 
Wallachia,  Moldavia,  in  ifles  and 
places  where  the  prefence  of  thofe 
officers  were  ufelefs,  and  even  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  true  believers.  It 
has  invited  to  its  eftates  the  lubjefts 
of  the  Sublime  Porte,  and  employed 
them  in  its  marine  and  other  fer- 
vices.  It  has  efpecially  entered  in¬ 
to  the  interior  difpofition  of  our  ad~ 
miniftration,  by  ioliciting  either  the 
recall  or  punifhment  of  governors, 
judges,  vaflals,  and  of  all  the  offi¬ 
cers  not  in  their  intereft,  and  even 
of  the  pacha  of  Georgia  and  the 
princes  of  Wallachia  and  Moldavia. 
Every  one  knows  how  generoufly 
the  Porte  behaved  to  the  Ruffian 
merchants  ' They  carried  on  their 
trade  in  the  Ottoman  ftates  with 
fafety  and  liberty,  and  might  go 
where  they  chofe  ;  for  which  reafon 
we  expected  the  fame  indulgences  for 
the  fubjetts  of  the  Sublime  Porte. 
Such  were  our  conventions  when 
the  Ruffian  court  wanted  to  mono¬ 
polize  all  the  commerce,  and  ex- 
adled  a  duty  far  greater  from  the 
fubjefts  of  the  Sublime  Porte  than 
from  other  powers.  When  the  fub- 
jedts  of  the  Sublime  Porte  wanted  to 
recover  their  debts  in  the  Ruffian 
[C/J  4  ftates. 
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dates,  they  met  a  thoufand  obftacles  : 
not  being  able  to  go  where  they 
wanted,  they  were  obliged  to  return 
without  their  due  ;  many  even  have 
difappeared  without  our  knowing 
what  became  of  them. — When  the 
merchant  vettels  of  the  Sublime 
Porte  wanted,  either  through  ftrefs 
of  weather  or  want  oi  water,  or  any 
other  urgent  neceffity,  to  go  on 
board  a  Ruffian  fhip,  the  Ruffians 
kept  them  off  with  their  guns. 
They  have  likewife  fometimes  fired 
on  our  vettels  from  Soghoudgiak. 
The  court  of  Ruffia  wanted  to  un¬ 
derhand  the  article  relating  to 
prince  Heraclius,  amongft  other  ar¬ 
ticles  of  a  great  deal  lefs  importance, 
and  gave  notice  in  a  minifterial 
manner,  by  its  envoy  to  the  Sub¬ 
lime  Porte,  to  furmfh  a  common 
inftrument  for  all  thefe  objects ;  if 
not,  it  had  ordered  general  Potem¬ 
kin  to  march  to  our  frontiers  with 
60  or  70,000  men,  to  exaft  the 
execution  of  all  the  articles,  and 
that  the  emprefs  was  to  come  there 
herfelf.  This  notice  was  an  open 
and  formal  declaration  of  war. 
The  order  given  to  general  Potem¬ 
kin  to  repair  to  our  frontiers,  at  the 
head  of  fo  many  troops,  is  analogous 
to  the  proceedings  ol  the  court  of 
Ruffia,  with  regard  to  the  ufurpa- 
tion  of  the  Crimea.  If  the  Ruffians 
remain  matters  of  it,  the  Porte  can¬ 
not  hope  to  remain  in  fecurity  for 
the  future,  and  they  will  always 
have  fome  bad  defigns  to  fear. 
Thefe  confiderations  engaged  the 
Pone  to  fhew  to  the  Ruffian  envoy 
the  defire  they  had  for  the  Crimea 
to  be  eftablifhed  on  its  ancient  foot¬ 
ing,  and  to  make  a  new  treaty  to 
cement  friendfliip  between  the  two 
empires.  The  envoy  anfwered,  he 
could  not  make  thefe  proportions  to 
his  court,  and  that  if  he  was  to  do  it, 


he  forefaw  no  good  could  refult  from 
it.  He  rejected  or  eluded  the  arti¬ 
cles  which  contained  our  complaints, 
and  formally  anfwered,  that  his 
court  would  not  renounce  the  Cri¬ 
mea.  That  for  all  thefe  reafons,  and 
others,  either  fecret  or  public,  which 
it  is  impoffible  to  enumerate,  the 
Sublime  Porte  is  obliged  to  declare 
war,  in  confequence  of  which  fhe  has 
pubiifhed  this  manifefto  to  the  re- 
ipedable  court  of  France,  to  inform 
it  of  the  refolution  fhe  has  taken  to 
go  to  war  with  Ruffia.  The  Sub¬ 
lime  Porte  fubmits  the  motives  here¬ 
in  contained  to  the  equity  of  her 
friends. 


Manifefto  of  the  Court  o/Ruffia  againf 
the  Sublime  Porte,  dated  Peters¬ 
burg,  Sept,  i  } tht  1787. 

THE  court  having  received  the 
news  of  the  imprifonment  of 
M,  de  Rulgakow,  minifter  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  the  declaration  of 
war  made  by  the  Porte,  can  no 
longer  avoid  a  rupture,  and  in  con¬ 
fequence  has  pubiifhed  a  manifefto, 
the  tenor  of  which  is  as  follows  : 

“  The  troubles  which  have  in- 
ceftantly  agitated  the  public  repofe 
and  tranquillity  eftablitthed  between 
the  Ruffian  empire  and  the  Porte, 
by  the  peace  ol  Kainardgi,  are  too  re¬ 
cent  to  require  recapitulation.  Suf* 
fice  it  to  fay,  that  ttnce  the  conclu- 
fion  of  that  peace,  unto  the  prefent 
moment,  the  Porte  has  fhewn,  in 
all  her  conduct,  the  moft  manifeft 
want  of  faith,  and  a  difpofition  to 
render  the  eftential  ftipulations  then 
made  illufive. 

“  Though  the  court  of  Ruffia  is 
furnifhed  with  a  multitude  of  proofs 
of  this  truth,  which  fhe  referves  for 
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a  more  particular  detail  to  be  pub- 
lilhed  hereafter,  fhe  will  at  prelent 
cite  the  fa&s,  the  moll  recent,  which 
have  brought  on  the  unexpected  de- 
velopement  fo  contraiy  to  the  paci¬ 
fic  fyftem  which  fhe  followed  mod 
willingly  on  all  occafions.  She  flat* 
tered  herfelf  to  have  fixed  an  im¬ 
moveable  bafis  for  peace  by  the 
declaratory  convention  of  Aynaly 
Cavack,  concluded  in  1779,  by  the 
commerce,  and  in  particular  by  the 
tranfaCtion  refpeCting  the  Prefqu’  Ifle 
»f  the  Crimea,  the  end  of  which  was, 
as  then  demonftrated,  not  to  extend 
the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  but  ra¬ 
ther  to  terminate  the  dilorders  and 
depredations  continually  made  by 
the  people  of  Prefqu’  Ifle,  by  fub- 
jeCting  them  to  a  police  which  would 
make  them  iefpeCt  the  laws,  and 
keep  up  harmony  and  good  intel¬ 
ligence  with  the  frontiers  of  both 
dates.  Such  were  the  fincere  in¬ 
tention  and  views  of  the  court  of 
Ruflia,  which  flie  was  at  gieat  pains 
and  trouble  to  accomplifh. 

After  having  reconciled  dif¬ 
ferences  of  fo  delicate  and  impor¬ 
tant  a  nature,  every  thing  leemed 
to  promife  a  durable  peace ;  but 
affairs  were  hardly  thus  happily 
compromised  and  adjufled,  on  the 
faith  of  treaties  and  engagements 
the  mod  folemn  and  lacred,  when 
the  next  Turkifh  minidry,  which 
fucceeded  to  that  under  which 
all  thefe  negociations  had  pafled, 
fhewed  difpofitions  diametrically 
contrary  to  their  fpirit  and  tenor. 
Ill-founded  pretenfions  foon  arofe 
refpefting  the  exportation  of  fait, 
which  had  been  granted  by  treaty 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Oczakow. 
Ruffian  confuls  were  denied  entrance 
into  fome  places  of  their  nomina¬ 
tion  ;  and  as  if  it  had  been  proved 
that  objects  of  this  nature  could  not 


fuffice  to  effect  the  rupture  in  view 
protection  was  publicly  permitted  to 
the  invafions  of  the  Lefgis  and  Tar¬ 
tars  of  Cuban  ;  the  fird  of  which 
hodilely  attacked  the  dates  of  czar 
Heraclius,  the  acknowledged  vaffal 
of  the  emprefs  ;  and  the  lad  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  frontiers  of  Ruflia, 
where  they  robbed,  pillaged,  and 
carried  off  whatever  was  not  de¬ 
fended  by  the  troops  Aationed  in 
thofe  parts. 

“  The  emprefs,  condant  to  her 
plan  of  moderation  which  her  hu¬ 
manity  and  love  of  peace  made  her 
adopt,  upon  receiving  the  above  ad¬ 
vices,  contented  herfelf  with  call¬ 
ing  upon  the  Turkifh  minidry  to 
reTpeft  the  treaties,  and  demanding 
in  confequence  fatisfa&ion  for  fuch 
breaches  of  faith  and  peace  ;  but 
all  her  remondrances  were  fruitlefs, 
and  anfwered  with  arrogance  and 
difrefpeCf,  In  the  mean  time,  her 
principles  remained  unaltered.  Be¬ 
ing  midrefs  of  her  choice  of  means, 
fhe  dill  preferred  once  more  the  way 
of  negociations,  and  laid  open  to 
the  emperor,  her  ally,  the  date  of 
her  affairs,  and  accepted  the  good 
offer  of  the  king  of  France  to  me¬ 
diate  between  herfelf  and  the  Porte  ; 
fhe  made  her  pretenfions  known  to 
them  both,  and  thefe  monarchs  de¬ 
clared  the  judice  and  equity  of  them. 
In  fhort,  to  negleCt  nothing  that 
might  preferve  fo  valuable  a  bief- 
fing  as  the  peace  of  her  people,  fhe 
took  occafion,  when  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  ot  the  Turkifh  dates,  dur¬ 
ing  the  memorable  journey  which  fhe 
had  but  lately  finifhed,  to  call  her  mi- 
nifter  at  the  Porte,  and  examine  him 
touching  the  differences  which  had 
arifen,  and  the  means  mod  effica¬ 
cious  for  an  accommodation  of  them 
all.  In  this  view,  and  in  full  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  refpeft  which  the 
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Turks  would  fliew  on  their  part 
for  mutual  and  folemn  engagements 
then  lubfifting,  die  returned  her  mi- 
nifter  to  Conftantinople.  Upon  his 
return  he  was  immediately  fum- 
moned  to  a  conference,  at  which, 
inftead  of  the  points  being  refumed 
which  were  in  agitation  before  his 
departure,  and  acquiefcing  in  the 
demands  of  Ruffia,  a  new  turn  to 
affairs  was  given,  and  pretenfions 
darted,  the  find  of  which  was  con¬ 
trary  to  ftipulations  made  by  treaty, 
and  the  others  derogatory  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  emprefs,  or  rather  hurt¬ 
ful  to  the  interefts  of  the  empire. 

“  After  the  Tuikifih  tiiiniftry  had 
thus  broken  through  the  limits  ex- 
prefsly  ftipulated,  they  thought  they 
might  then  at  once  take  oif  the 
mafk,  and  have  dilcovered  the  de¬ 
sign  which,  in  all  probability,  was 
long  harboured,  fince  they  declared 
to  the  Ruffian  minifter,  that  the 
Porte  confide >ed  itfelf  bound  but  by 
the  treaty  of  Kainardgi  ;  and  as  the 
a£ls  which  followed  it  were  but  the 
effect  of  complailance,  fhe  did  not 
think  herfelf  obliged  to  adhere  to  it 
longer  than  fuited  her  convenience. 
A  term  was  fixed  for  receiving  a 
categorical  anfwer  from  the  Ruffian 
minifter  to  the  demands  and  preten¬ 
sions  communicated  to  him.  The 
minifter  protefted  againlf  the  injuf- 
tice,  the  indecency,  and  itnpoffibi- 
fity,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  of  comply^ 
ing  with  fuch  a  requifuion  ;  he  was 
not  heard,  not  even  on  the  lubjeCt 
of  the  complaints  fiated  before  this 
time,  and  for  which  he  had  de¬ 
manded  farisfadtion.  All  that  he 
could  obtain  w'as  the  promife  of  an¬ 
other  conference,  which  alfo  took 
place,  but  at  which  the  fame  de¬ 
mands  and  pretenfions  were  repeat¬ 
ed,  without  adding  any  thing  more 
except  the  vague  promife  of  the  fa- 
tisfaCtion  he  had  demanded. 


Whdn  the  news  of  thefe  twa 
conferences  came  to  the  emprefs, 
fhe  did  not  abandon  herfelf  to  the 
difcontent  and  refentment  which 
were  juftifiable  ;  fhe  thought  fhe 
might  remain  fpeCtatrefs  of  the  at¬ 
tempt,  which  a  want  of  delicacy  and 
circunifpedtion,  fufficiently  common 
on  the  part  of  the  Turkifh  miniftry, 
had  made  them  hazard  ;  mean  while 
the  fequel  has  proved  that  it  was  a 
plan  long  formed,  and  going  to  be 
put  immediately  in  execution.  In 
thefe  fentiments  her  imperial  majef- 
ty  was  willing  to  crown  all  her  for¬ 
mer  proofs  given  of  her  modera¬ 
tion  and  diftance  in  thought  from 
the  confequences  which  fuch  a  criti¬ 
cal  fituation  of  affairs  prefaged,  by 
fome  condefcendance  on  her  part  to 
fome  of  the  pretenfions  of  the  Porte, 
and  for  this  purpofe  orders  were  dif- 
patched  to  prince  Potemkin,  when 
fuddenly  fhe  learned  that  the  Porte, 
without  waiting  for  the  expiration 
of  the  term  fixed  by  herfelf,  had 
fummoned  M.  de  Rulgakow  to  a 
conference  on  the  6th  (16th)  and 
after  propofing  to  him  to  fign  an 
a &.  by  which  the  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  and  the  tranfaCtion  concerning 
Piefqu’  Ifte  of  the  Crimea  were  to  be 
annulled,  upon  his  refufal  peace  was 
declared  to  be  broken,  and  himfelf 
lent  to  the  calfle  of  Seven  Towers, 
where,  in  defpite  of  the  rights  of 
nations,  he  remains  a  priloner  at 
this  moment. 

“  Such  a  proceeding  prefents 
every  reflection  that  can  arife  on  the 
fubj.Ct.  'The  Porte  has  been  whi¬ 
ling  to  unite  peifidy  with  the  molt 
in  fulling  attack.  She  omits  no¬ 
thing  to  make  manifeft  the  ftrong 
defne  that  has  been  long  felt  to 
break  a  peace,  which  was  granted 
in  a  manner  that  was  generous  and 
noble.  Provoked  by  a  conduct  fo 
cffenfive,  the  emprefs  fees  herfelf 
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obliged  unwillingly  to  take  up  arms, 
as  the  only  means  remaining  of 
maintaining  her  rights,  which  fhe 
has  acquired  with  fo  much  lofs  of 
blood,  and  revenging  her  wounded 
dignity.  Entirely  innocent  of  all 
the  evils  attendant  on  the  war  ready 
to  be  kindled,  fhe  has  a  right  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  divine  prote&ion  and  the 
fuccours  of  her  friends,  as  alfo  upon 
the  prayers  of  Chriftians,  for  her 
triumph  in  a  caufe  of  juftice  and 
felf-defence.” 


Treaty  between  his  Britannic  Majejly 
and  the  Landgrave  of  HefTe  Call'd, 
Jigned  2%tb  of  Sept.  1787. 

BE  it  known  to  tnofe  whom  it 
concerns,  that  the  king  of 
Gieat  Britain  and  the  landgrave 
of  HefTe  CafTel,  in  confideralion  of 
the  ftrong  ties  by  which  the  interefts 
of  their  reiptctive  houles  are  united, 
and  having  judged  it  would  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  mutual  advantage  of 
both  to  cement  and  confirm,  by  a 
new  treaty  of  alliance,  the  connec¬ 
tion  which  fubftfts  between  them  ; 
his  Britannic  majefty,  in  order  to 
lettle  the  objetfs  relative  to  fuch 
alliance,  has  thought  proper  to  lend 
to  CafTel  Sir  William  Fawcett,  K.  B. 
lieutenant-general  of  his  lorces,  his 
minifter  plenipotentiary  ;  and  his 
ferene  highnefs  has  appointed  on  his 
part  baron  Martin  Erneft  de  Schii- 
effen,  and  baronF rederick  de  Malmf- 
bourg,  his  minifter  of  ftate.  Thele 
ininifters  being  provided  with  the 
neceffary  full  powers,  have  agreed 
to  take,  for  the  bafts  of  the  prefent 
treaty,  the  treaties  formerly  con¬ 
cluded  between  Great  Britain  and 
HefTe,  to  adopt  fuch  parts  of  them 
as  fhall  be  applicable  to  the  prefent 
circum ftances,  or  to  adjuft,  by  new 
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articles,  thofe  points  which  are  ne- 
ceftary,  in  a  different  manner.  Every 
thing  not  otherwife  determined  fhall 
be  deemed  to  fubfift  in  full  force  ; 
and  as  it  is  impoftible  to  fpecify  each 
particular  cafe,  every  thing  which 
ihall  not  appear  to  have  been  clearly 
determined,  either  in  the  prefent 
or  former  treaties,  muft  be  fettled 
with  equity,  upon  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples  as  were  agreed  to  be  adopted 
on  each  fide,  for  deciding  upon  mat¬ 
ters,  whether  during  or  fubfequent 
to  the  lafl  war. 

Art.  I.  There  fhall  therefore  be, 
between  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  landgrave  of  HefTe  CafTel, 
their  heirs  and  fucceftbrs,  a  ftrift 
friendfhip  and  firm  union,  To  that 
the  one  fhall  confider  the  interefts 
of  the  other  as  his  own,  and  fhall 
exert  himfelf  with  good  faith  to 
promote  them  as  far  as  pofllble, 
and  mutually  to  prevent  all  trouble 
and  injury. 

Art.  11.  To  which  end  it  is  a- 
greed,  that  all  the  preceding  trea¬ 
ties,  particularly  that  of  guarantee, 
fhall  be  deemed  to  be  renewed  and 
confirmed,  and  fhall  be  of  the  fame 
force  as  if  they  were  herein  inlerted, 
as  far  as  they  are  not  derogatory  to 
the  prelent  treaty. 

Art.  111.  The  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  having  deftred,  for  his  fervice 
in  Europe,  a  body  of  the  land¬ 
grave’s  troops,  in  cafe  the  welfare 
of  his  dominions  fhould  require  fuch 
fuccour :  and  his  highnels  having 
the  ftrongeft  attachment  to  his  m&- 
jefty,  engages  by  this  article  to  hold 
in  readinefs  for  that  purpofe,  during 
the  lpace  of  four  years,  from  the 
day  of  the  figning  of  this  treaty,  a 
body  of  12,000  men,  compoled  of 
infantry  and  cavalry,  or  chaffeurs, 
officers  included  ;  of  which  8000 
men  fhall  form  the  firft,  and  4000 
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the  fecond  divifion.  His  highnefs 
referves  the  liberty  of  putting  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  thefe  troops;  but 
declares,  at  the  fame  time,  that  if 
thefe  troops  fhouki  join  a  more  nu¬ 
merous  body  of  any  other  power, 
he  fhouki  confider  himfelf,  on  fuch 
an  event,  purely  in  a  military  light  • 
and  far  from  making  any  difficulty 
to  ferve  under  a  fenior  general  of 
eflabliHied  reputation,  he  would  with 
plealure  embrace  fo  favourable  an 
opportunity  of  gaining  farther  know¬ 
ledge,  under  luch  aufpices,  in  a 
proteffion  to  which  he  is  warmly  at¬ 
tached. 

The  firft  divifion,  confiding  of 
8000  men,  {hall  be  entirely  com- 
poied  of  infantry,  with  its  field 
pieces,  and  two  companies  of  foot 
ehafleurs ;  but  his  moft  ferene  high- 
refs  may  join  to  thefe,  if  he  thinks 
fit,  above  the  8000  men,  fuch  a 
number  of  cavalry,  not  exceeding 
too,  as  may  be  fit  for  immediate 
iervice..  This  corps  of  12,000  fliall 
be  completely  equipped,  and  pro¬ 
vided  with  tents  and  all  neceffary 
camp  equipage.  In  a  word,  it  fhafi 
be  put  upon  the  beil  footing  poifi- 
bie,  and  none  admitted  but  men  fit 
tor  actual  Iervice,  and  acknowledged 
as  fuch  by  his  Britannic  majefty’s 
commiflary. 

The  fir  it  divifion  {hall  be  ready 
to  march  at  the  end  of  four  weeks 
alter  the  requifitiou  for  its  march 
ihall  have  been  made,  or  fooner  if 
poffible,  and  the  fecond  divifion  in 
fix  weeks,  if  practicable.  This  body 
of  troops  fhal!  not  be  ieparated,  un¬ 
less  the  operations  of  war  fhotild  re¬ 
quire  it,  but  lha If  remain  under  the 
direction  of  the  Heffian  chief,  fub- 
jedt  to  the  luperior  orders  of  the 
general  having  the  fupreme  com¬ 
mand  oi  the  whole  army.  And  the 
fecond  divifion  {hall  ferve  only  in 


thofe  places  where  the  firft  may  be 
ftationed,  provided  the  plan  of  ope¬ 
ration  will  admit  ©fit. 

Art.  IV.  Each  battalion  of  infan¬ 
try  {hall  be  provided  with  two  field 
pieces,  together  with  the  compli¬ 
ment  of  officers,  gunners,  and  other 
neceflary  attiral  attached  thereto. 

Art.  V,  In  order  to  defray  the 
expences  which  fhall  be  incurred  in 
raifing  the  fame,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  engages  to  pay  for  each 
trooper  or  dragoon,  completely  arm¬ 
ed,  mounted,  and  equipped,  80  Ban¬ 
co  crowns  ;  and  for  each  foot  foldicr, 
30  Banco  crowns,  within  thirteen 
days  after  the  requifttion  to  march 
fliall  have  been  made.  As  to  the 
levy  money  for  the  fecond  divifion, 
one  moiety  fhall  be  paid  on  the  re- 
quifition  for  marching,  and  the  other 
on  the  day  of  marching.  The  levy 
money  to  be  paid  for  the  fame  de- 
feription  of  men  that  were  allowed 
in  former  treaties. 

Art.  VI,  Befides  what  is  flipu- 
lated  in  the  preceding  article,,  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  engages  to 
pay,  during  the  four  years  this  trea¬ 
ty  continues,  an  annual  iubfidy,  in 
the  manner  following,  viz  The  fub- 
fidy  fhall  commence  on  the  day  of 
ligning  the  treaty,  and  be  continued 
to  the  time  when  the  requifition  for 
putting  the  corps  in  readinefs  to 
march  fhall  be  made,  at  the  rate  of 
150,000  Banco  crowns  per  annum, 
the  crown  to  be  computed  at  four 
/hillings  and  nine  pence  three  far¬ 
things  English  money.  From  the 
time  of  making  the  laid  requifition, 
to  the  day  when  the  whole  corps, 
as  well  cavalry  as  infantry,  fliall 
be  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  the 
Iubfidy  fhall  be  augmented  and  paid 
at  the  rate  of  450,000  Banco  crowns  ; 
and  during  the  whole  time  that  the 
faid  corps  fhall  be  actually  in  his 
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majefty’s  pay,  the  landgrave  fhall 
receive  an  annual  fubfidy  of  225,000 
Banco  crowns.  When  the  faid  troops 
fhall  be  fent  back,  the  fubfidy  fhall 
be  again  augmented  and  continued 
at  the  rate  of  450,000  Banco  crowns 
per  annum,  from  the  day  of  their 
return,  being  according  to  the  fame 
proportion  and  rule  as  were  fixed 
by  the  fixth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1755.  And  the  payment  of  thefe 
refpe&ive  fubfidies  Ilia  11  be  made 
regularly  by  the  quarter,  without 
deduction,  into  the  military  cheft  of 
the  ferene  landgrave  ;  and  in  cale 
both  parties  agree  that  this  body  of 
troops  fhould  exceed  12,000,  the 
fubfidy  fhall  be  augmented  in  pro¬ 
portion,  unlefs  otherwife  fettled. 
His  majefty  will  alfo  continue  to 
this  corps  the  pay  and  other  emo¬ 
luments  for  the  refidue.of  the  month 
they  repafs  the  frontiers  of  Hefle, 
and  actually  arrive  within  the  do¬ 
minions  of  his  highnefs. 

Art.  VII.  With  refpedt  to  the  pay 
and  fubfiftence  of  the  troops,  whilft 
in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  it  is 
agreed,  that  lb  long  as  they  ferve 
in  Germany,  they  fhall  enjoy  the 
fame  advantages  as  his  majefty  al¬ 
lows  his  German  troops.  During 
the  time  they  may  be  employed  in 
the  Low  Countries,  they  (hall  be 
treated  on  the  footing  of  Dutch 
troops,  provided,  that  in  both  cafes 
their  pay  fhall  not  be  inferior  to 
that  allowed  in  former  wars ;  and 
if  they  fhould  he  required  to  ferve 
in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  they 
fhall  not  only  be  put  upon  the  fame 
footing  with  the  Britifti  national 
troops,  but  his  ferene  highnefs  hopes, 
that  in  cafe  Britifh  troops  fhould  be 
fent  to  the  continent,  and  ferve 
with  Heflians,  his  maefty  will  be 
pleafed  to  agree,  that  the  latter 
may  be  treated  as  the  former,  with 


PAPERS.  [317 

regai d  to  pay,  as  well  as  other  mat- 
teis ;  the  more  lo,  as  his  ferene 
highnefs  has  confented  to  receive  a 
more  moderate  fubfidy  than  was 
paid  on  former  occafions  fince  the 
year  1726.  Thefe  allowances,  if 
gi anted,  to  be  paid  without  deduc¬ 
tion,  in  order  tiiat  the  diftribution 
may  be  made  to  the  troops. 

Art.  V HI.  In  cafe  any  of  the  re¬ 
giments  or  companies  fhould  be 
ruined  or  deftroyed,  in  the  whole 
or  part,  or  any  pieces  of  artillery 
or  other  effefts  be  taken  by  the 
enemy,  his  majefty  will  defray  the 
expence  of  recruiting  and  remount¬ 
ing  the  fame,  as  well  as  of  making 
good  the  fame  in  order  that  they  may 
again  be  completed  and  rendered  fit 
for  fervice.  The  recruits  raifed  fhall 
be  regulated  upon  the  footing  of 
thofe  furnifhed  in  1702,  to  the  end 
that  the  whole  corps  may  always  be 
kept  up.  The  recruits  annually 
required,  fhall  be  delivered  to  the 
Englifh  commiftary,  at  fuch  time 
and  place  as  his  majefty  fhall  ap¬ 
point. 

Art.  IX.  It  will  depend  on  his 
Britannic  majefty  to  retain  this  body 
of  troops  in  his  fervice  the  whole  of 
this  treaty,  in  order  to  employ  them 
where  he  may  think  proper  (pic- 
vided  it  be  not  on  board  his  fleet, 
or  beyond  fea)  except  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  And  when 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  fhall  be 
pleaied  to  lend  back  the  faid  troops, 
he  fhall  give  three  months  previous 
notice  thereof  to  his  ferene  high- 
nets,  and  cauie  one  month’s  pay  to 
be  remitted  to  him,  providing  them 
writh  the  nectfl'ary  means  ot  tranf- 
porr,  gratis. 

Art.  X.  In  cafe  the  landgrave 
fhould  he  attacked  or  difturbed  in 
the  pofleftion  of  his  dominions,  his 

Britannic 
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Biitannic  majefty  promifes  and  en¬ 
gages  to  fend  back  to  him,  if  re- 
M'.nred,  the  faid  troops,  allowing 
them  one  month’s  pay,  and  furnifli- 
ing  them,  gratis,  with  the  means  of 
tranfport  j  as  likewife  to  give  him 
all  fuch  (uccour  in  troops  as  the 
exigency  of  the  cafe  may  require, 
which  kffiftance  fliall  be  continued 
to  him  till  he  fhall  have  obtained 
full  lecurity  and  due  latisfa6lion  ; 
and  the  landgrave  on  his  part  alfo 
promifes,  that  in  cafe  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  fliall  be  attacked  or 
difturbed  in  his  dominions,  he  will 
affoid  him  in  like  manner  all  the 
aid  which  may  be  in  his  power, 
which  fhall  be  continued  until  his 
majefty  fliall  have  obtained  a  good 
and  advantageous  peace.  If  it 
fhould  happen,  in  confequence  of 
the  prefen t  troubles,  that  a  war 
fhould  be  kindled  in  Germany,  and 
become  general,  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty  promifes,  as  far  as  poflible,  to 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his  do¬ 
minions,  and  to  dire 61  the  military 
operations  of  his  armies,  as  far  as 
circumftances  may  permit,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  cover  and  fpare  the 
territories  of  his  highnefs  as  far  as 
may  be.  If,  however,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  precautions  which  may 
be  taken  for  this  effect,  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  his  nio’ft  lerene  highnefs 
mould  fuller  an  invafion  on  account 
of  this  alliance,  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty  will  endeavour  to  procure  an 
indemnification  proportionable  to 
the  lofs  occasioned  thereby. 

Art.  XI.  In  order  to  render1  this 
affiance  more  perfect,  and  that  no 
doubt  may  be  enteifained  by  the 
parties  of  the  certainty  of  thefe  fuc- 
cours,  by  virtue  of  this  treaty,  it  is 
agreed,  that  it  fliall  be  deemed  fuf- 
ficient,  that  either  of  the  parties  be 
squally  attacked  by  force  of  arms, 


without  having  previoufly  employed 
open  force  againft  the  aflailant. 

Art.  XU.  The  fick  belonging  to 
the  Heflian  corps,  fhall  remain  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  their  burgeons,  fub- 
je&  to  the  orders  of  the  general 
commanding  the  corps  of  that  na¬ 
tion,  and  fliall  have  the  fame  allow¬ 
ances  as  his  majefty  grants  to  his 
own  troops. 

Art,  XIII.  All  Heflian  deferters 
fhall  be  faithfully  delivered  up, 
wherever  they  may  be  found,  in  the 
places  dependant  on  his  Britannic 
majefty,  and  all  poflible  care  fhall 
be  taken  that  no  perfon  fhall  be 
permitted  to  eftablilh  himfelf  in  his 
majefty’s  dominions,  without  his  fo- 
verefen’s  confent. 

O 

Art.  XIV  The  railing  of  recruits 
in  Germany  having  become  more 
expenfive  than  formerly,  and  fome 
difficulties  having  arifen  relative  to 
the  vacant  pay,  which  is  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  the  fund  for  defraying 
the  expence  of  recruiting  ;  it  is  a- 
greed,  that  in  the  fpring  review  of 
his  majefty’s  cormniflary,  the  corps 
fhall  either  be  complete,  or  the  pay 
for  thofe  wanting  to  be  ftopped  ;  — 
on  the  other  hand,  the  pay  for  thofe 
who  may  be  wanting  to  complete 
between  one  review  and  another, 
fliall  not  be  ftopped,  but  is  to  be 
advanced  to  the  full  eftablifhment 
of  the  corps  ;  and  inllead  of  the 
fum  formerly  allowed  for  each  re¬ 
cruit,  to  replace  one  killed  oi  three 
wounded,  it  is  agreed,  that  12,  Ban¬ 
co  crowns  per  head  fhall  be  allowed 
for  every  recruit  that  fliall  be  railed 
to  fuppiy  their  places. 

Art.  XV.  This  treaty  to  be  rati¬ 
fied  by  the  high  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  and  the  ratification  exchanged 
as  foon  as  poflible. 

In  witnels  whereof,  we  the  under- 
figned,  being  furnifhed  with  full 

powers, 
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powers,  have  finned  the  prefer.t 
treaty,  and  have  caufed  our  ieals 
to  be  fet  thereto. 

Done  at  Cafiel,  the  28th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1787. 

William  Fawcett,  (L  S.) 
Martin  Ernest  df.  Schli- 
effen,  /L  S.) 

Frederick,  Baron  de  Malmf- 
bourg,  (L.  S.) 


Heads  of  the  principal  Ads  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  pajfed  in  the  Tear  1787. 

AN  aCf  to  render  more  effec¬ 
tual  the  laws  now  in  being 
for  the  fuppreffion  of  unlawful  lot¬ 
teries  . 

An  aCt  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
eftablifti  a  court  of  criminal  judica¬ 
ture  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  for  the  regulation 
of  his  majefty’s  marine  forces  while 
on  fhore  there. 

An  aCt  to  continue  the  laws  now 
in  force  for  regulating  the  trade 
between  the  fubjeCb  of  his  majefty’s 
dominions,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  territories  belonging  to  the 
United  States  oj  America ,  and  to 
render  the  provifions  thereof  more 
effectual. 

An  aft  for  repealing  the  feveral 
duties  of  cuftoms  and  excife,  and 
granting  other  duties  in  lieu  there¬ 
of,  and  for  applying  the  faid  duties, 
together  with  other  duties  compofing 
the  public  revenue  ;  for  permitting 
the  importation  of  certain  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  the  pro¬ 
duce  or  manufacture  of  the  Furopean 
dominions  of  the  French  king,  into 
this  kingdom  ;  and  for  applying 
certain  unclaimed  monies,  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  exchequer,  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  annuities  on  lives,  and  to 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt. 
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An  aCt  to  enable  the  lord  high 
treafurer,  or  commi{]ioners  of  the 
treafury,  lor  the  time  being,  to  let 
to  farm  the  duties  granted  by  an 
aCt,  made  in  the  25th  year  of  the 
prefent  reign,  on  horfes  let  to  hire 
for  travelling  poit,  and  by  time,  ro 
fuch  perfons  as  fhould  be  willing  to 
contract  for  the  fame. 

An  aCt  for  allowing  the  importa¬ 
tion  and  exportation  of  certain  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  in  the  ports 
of  King f  on ,  Savannah  la  Mar ,  Mon¬ 
tego  Bay ,  and  Santa  Lucea ,  in  the 
ifland  ot  Jamaica  ;  in  the  port  of 
Saint  George ,  in  the  ifland  of  Gre¬ 
nada  ;  in  the  port  of  Rofeau,  in 
the  ifland  of  Dominica  ;  and  in  the 
port  of  Najjau,  in  the  ifland  of 
New  Providence ,  one  of  the  Bahama 
iflanas,  under  certain  regulations 
and  reftriCtions. 

An  aCt  for  laying  additional  du¬ 
ties  upon  licences  to  be  taken  out 
by  perfons  dealing  by  retail  in  fpi- 
rituous  liquors. 

An  aCt  for  making  further  pro¬ 
vifions  in  regard  to  fuch  vefleis  as 
are  particulaily  defcribed  in  an  aCt, 
made  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  for  the 
more  effectual  prevention  of  finug- 
gling  in  this  kingdom,  and  for  ex¬ 
tending  the  laid  aCt  to  other  vefleis 
and  boats  not  particularly  defcribed 
therein  ;  for  taking  off  the  duties 
on  flafks  in  which  wine  or  oil  is  im¬ 
ported  ;  for  laying  an  additional 
duty  on  foreign  geneva  imported  ; 
for  taking  off  the  duty  on  ebony, 
the  growth  of  Africa,  imported  into 
this  kingdom  ;  and  for  amending 
(everal  laws  relative  to  the  revenue 
of  cuftoms. 

An  aCt  for  appointing  commif- 
fioners  further  to  enquire  into  the 
fees,  gratuities,  perquifites,  and 
emoluments,  which  are,  or  have 
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been  lately,  received  in  the  feveral 
public  offices  therein  mentioned  ;  to 
examine  into  any  abiifes  which  may 
exift  in  the  fame,  and  to  report  fuch 
obfervations  as  {hall  occur  to  them, 
for  the  better  conducting  and  ma¬ 
naging  the  bufinefs  tranfaCted  in  the 
faid  offices. 

An  aCt  for  further  regulating  the 
trade  and  bufmefsof  pawnbrokers. 

An  a£t  for  appointing  commif- 
fioners  further  to  enquire  into  the 
Ioffes  and  fervices  of  all  fuch  per- 
fons  who  have  differed  in  their 
rTghts,  properties,  and  profeffions, 
during  the  late  unhappy  diflenfions 
in  America,  in  conlequence  of  their 
loyalty  to  bis  majefty,  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  Britifh  government. 

An  aCt  for  allowing  further  time 
for  inrolment  of  deeds  and  wills 
made  by  papifts,  and  for  the  relief 
of  purchaiers. 

An  aCt  to  prevent  frivolous  and 
Vexatious  fuits  in  ecclefiaftical 
courts. 


Heads  of  the  new  Criminal  Code  of 

Tufcany. 

r* 

IN  the  preamble  of  the  ediCf  it  is 
fet  forth,  that  the  legiflature  does 
not  publifh  it  without  due  experi¬ 
ence;  but  that  having,  by  his  fove- 
reign  authority,  mitigated  all  pu- 
nifhments  for  the  twenty  years  he 
has  reigned,  he  has  found  that  crimes, 
inftead  of  increafing,  have  remark¬ 
ably  dimini  died  ;  the  lefs  very  rare¬ 
ly  happening,  the  greater  being  to¬ 
tally  unheard  ot.  It  proceeds  to 
abolilh  all  capital  punifhments ; 
branding,  ftrappado,  and  all  punifTr- 


ments  that  mutilate  ;  torture  ;  con- 
fifcation  of  goods,  and  forfeiture  of 
eflates  ;  and,  finally,  treafons  of 
every  kind,  equalling  them  to  crimes 
againft  individuals.  It  then  pro¬ 
portions  the  following  punilhments 
to  the  nature  of  the  crimes  :  trifling 
fines,  in  no  cafe  exceeding  300 
crowns  ;  private  whipping  ;  impri- 
fonment,  never  to  exceed  a  twelve- 
month  ;  banifhment  to  a  lefs  or 
greater  diftance  ;  pillory  without 
banifhment  ;  pillory  with  banifh- 
ment  ;  public  whipping  ;  public 
whipping  on  an  afs  :  for  the  wo¬ 
men,  confinement  in  the  houfe  of 
corre&ion  from  one  year  upwards  ; 
if  for  life,  the  fubftitute  lor  death 
the  criminal  to  have  a  different  drefs, 
on  which  are  to  be  fewed  the  words 
ultimo  fupplizio  :  for  the  men,  con¬ 
demnation  to  the  public  works,  as 
in  the  mines  in  the  ifle  ©f  Elbo,  the 
fcoop-boats  of  Leghorn,  &c.  from 
three  years  upwards ;  if  for  life,  a 
different  drels  like  that  for  the  wo¬ 
men,  and  befides  a  ring  to  the  leg, 
a  double  chain,  naked  feet,  and  the 
employment  of  the  mod  fatiguing 
kind.  Befides  the  trials  are  fimpli- 
fied  ;  the  prifoner  has  many  advan¬ 
tages  he  had  not  before  ;  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  oaths  is  diminiflied,  all 
evidence  being  to  be  given  without, 
except  on  the  prifoner’s  requiring 
an  oath  to  be  adminiftered  to  any 
fufpe£ted  witnefs,  when  it  is  to  be 
performed  in  a  lolemn  manner. 
And  even  the  few  fines  that  are  to 
be  levied  are  not  to  go  to  the  trea- 
fury,  but  to  make  a  fund  for  the 
indemnification  of  thofe  who  have 
fuffered  by  infolvent  or  fugitive 
criminals. 
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Portrait  of  Frederic  the  Second ,  late 
King  of  Pruflia,  when  Prince  Royal ; 
by  M.  De  Suhm,  April  2d,  1740. 
'—‘From  the  Familiar  Correfpondence 
of  Frederic  the  Second  with  that 
Gentleman. 

TH  E  honour  I  have  had  of 
frequently  making  my  court 
to  the  prince  royal  of  Pruflia,  and 
of  having  had  reafon  to  flatter  my- 
felf  with  that  of  his  good  graces, 
may  have  given  me  fome  juft  ideas 
on  this  prince’s  manner  of  think¬ 
ing  :  but  I  am  very  cautious  in  un¬ 
dertaking  to  draw  his  portrait,  in 
which  I  have  reafon  to  think  but 
few  would  fucceed.  Were  he  not 
born  a  great  prince,  his  fituation 
and  misfortunes  would  have  taught 
him  to  diflimulate ;  and  it  is  by 
this  that  perfons  have  been  hither¬ 
to  deceived,  who  upon  a  word 
have  hazarded  judgments  on  the 
character  of  a  prince,  who  never 
fpeaks  without  reflection,  and  fays 
nothing  but  what  he  means  to  fay. 
To  avoid  this  fault,  I  will  fpeak 
but  in  general  terms,  of  a  charac¬ 
ter  which  at  prefent  may  be  looked 
on  as  impenetrable,  and  to  proceed 
with  certainty.  I  will  content  my- 
felf  with  fpeaking  of  the  qualities  I 
have  remarked  in  him,  and  which 
are  founded  upon  the  fentiments  I 
have  conftantly  heard  him  profefs. 
Vol.  XXIX. 


I  believe  his  greateft  paflion  is 
that  of  fame,  which  he  makes  to 
confift  in  always  aCting  conformably 
to  ftriCt  reaion,  in  carefully  diveft- 
ing  the  mind  of  all  prejudices,  and 
as  much  as  poflible  in  never  fuffering 
them  to  enter  it. 

He  is  not  to  be  ftiaken  in  his  re¬ 
solutions,  when  he  has  taken  them 
after  mature  reflection  ;  and  he  has 
given  proofs  of  his  firmnefs  and 
elevation  of  mind,  on  the  melan¬ 
choly  occafions  he  has  had  to  exer- 
cife  them,  and  in  which  he  never 
abandoned  himfelf  for  a  moment. 

He  is  good,  generous,  and  liberal; 
fenfible  and  compalhonate  to  the 
misfortunes  of  others,  and  holds  in- 
juftice  in  horror. 

In  his  early  youth,  I  remarked 
that  fee  was  fond  of  expofing  the 
defeCls  and  ridiculous  manners  of 
others.  I  have  found  him  quite 
changed  from  this,  and  he  is  now 
the  firft  to  blame  thofe  of  fuch  a 
difpofition  ;  he  detefts  calumny  and 
calumniators  above  every  thing. 

I  will  not  enter  into  a  greater 
detail  of  the  good  qualities  of  this 
prince,  who  ferioufly  endeavours  to 
acquire  them  all ;  which  induced 
me  to  fay  to  him  one  day,  that  he 
propofed  to  himfelf  an  end  to  which 
he  would  never  attain,  viz.  perfec¬ 
tion  ;  he  anfwered  me,  that  “  it 
was  like  the  philofopher’s  {tone,  and 
B  thofe 
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thofe  who  fought  for  it,  were  re¬ 
warded  for  their  pains  by  finding 
*nany  good  things  in  the  way  j”  and 
as  I  took  the  liberty  to  add,  that 
provided  he  preferved  the  half  of 
the  great  Sentiments  which  I  knew 
he  poffeffed,  he  would  always  be  a 
great  king ;  he  replied,  “  he  fhould 
be  very  forry  ever  to  change  his 
manner  of  thinking  ;  but  that  this 
did  not  yet  prove  what  I  had  laid,” 
and  modeftly  finiflied  by  quoting 
to  me  the  following  verfe  from  Vol¬ 
taire  : 

Tel  brille  au  fecond  rapge,  qui  s’eclipfe 
au  premier. 

This  prince  particularly  prides 
hunfelf  on  a  great  firmnefs  in  his 
friendfhips  and  attachments  ;  and  I 
remember,  on  taking  final  leave  of 
him,  having  previoufly  ihewn  fome 
inquietude  about  what  1  had  re¬ 
marked,  that  a  certain  perfon  of 
diftinftion  was  no  longer  in  his 
good  graces,  he  wifhed  to  tell  me 
rhe  reafons  which  had  induced  him 
to  put  him  at  a  diflance  from  his 
perfon,  gracioufly  adding,  that  he 
owed  me  this  detail,  in  order  to 
leave  me  no  fufpicion  on  the  foli- 
dity  of  his  triendfhip. 

It  has  been  remarked  on  the 
Rhine,  that  this  prince  has  much 
valour.  On  one  occafion  among 
others,  when  he  went  to  reconnoitre 
the  lines  of  Philipfburgh,  followed 
by  a  confiderable  number  of  troops  ; 
palling  on  his  return  by  a  thin 
wood,  the  cannon  of  the  lines  in- 
ceifantly  accompanied  him,  and 
fbattered  feveral  trees  by  his  fide, 
without  his  horfe’s  going,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  it,  out  of  his  pace,  or 
the  hand  which  held  the  bridle  be¬ 
traying  in  him  the  lead  extraordi¬ 
nary  emotion.  Thole  who  obferved 
this,  remarked  on  the  contrary, 


that  he  continued  to  fpealc  with 
great  tranquillity  to  fome  general 
officers  who  accompanied  him,  and 
admired  his  countenance  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  danger,  with  which  he  had 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  fami- 
liarifing  himfeif.  1  learned  this 
anecdote  from  the  prince  de  Litch- 
tenftein. 

I  will  not  fpeak  of  his  mind  ;  it 
is  well  known  he  has  adorned  it  by 
reading  and  continued  reflection. 
This  is  what  makes  him  love  con- 
verfation,  into  which  he  never  in¬ 
troduces  public  affairs,  which  he 
looks  upon  as  matters  which  do  not 
yet  concern  him.  Thole  who  have 
attributed  to  him  difpofitions  of 
hatred  or  friendmip  for  certain  in- 
terefts  of  princes,  have  certainly 
founded  their  conjeftures  upon  vain 
appearances,  from  which  they  have 
drawn  falfe  conclufions.  If  he 
fpeaks  in  a  friendly  manner  of  a 
prince,  they  conclude  from  this, 
that  he  would  arm  tor  his  interefls, 
if  he  could  do  it.  But  this  is  an 
argument  very  fubjeCt  to  caution, 
with  refpeCt  to  a  prince  who  never 
aCls  from  caprice,  but  will  be  guid¬ 
ed  by  reafon.  He  told  me  even 
one  day,  “  that  being  a  king,  he 
thought  he  could  make  war  againft 
a  prince  for  whom  he  fhould  have 
the  greateft  afteCtion  ;  and  that  he 
could  enter  into  the  clofeft  alliance 
with  another  whom  he  did  not  like 
at  all.” 

As  to  the  judgment  of  the  prince 
royal,  it  is  fo  much  the  more  juft, 
as  he  never  concludes  haftily,  un- 
lels  he  can  immediately  give  a  rea¬ 
fon  for  fo  doing.  To  give  a  flight 
inftance  of  this,  I  remember  being 
at  lupper  with  the  field  marfhal 
Grunika'vo ,  where  the  prince  Eugene , 
who  died  on  the  Rhine,  was  Ipoken 
of  3  the  queltion  whether  this  prince 

would 
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would  in  time  have  poffeffed  great 
qualities  and  have  become  a  great 
man,  was  agitated  ?  The  prince 
royal  decided  to  the  contrary  ;  be- 
caufe,  laid  he,  he  would  never  have 
known  how  to  make  a  friend,  who 
would  have  dared  to  tell  him  the 
truth. 

What  I  have  faid/  will,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  be  fufficient  to  give  fuch  a 
knowledge  of  this  prince,  as  I 
have  of  him  ;  and  although  this 
portrait  may  refemble  an  eulogium, 
I  can  a  flu  re  the  public,  that  neither 
the  affe&ion  which  I  have  had  for 
the  prince  from  his  infancy,  nor  the 
benevolence  with  which  he  has  at 
all  times  honoured  me,  and  of  which 
he  has  not  ceafed  to  fhew  me  marks 
during  my  refidence  here  at  Peterf- 
burgh ,  have  been  able  to  blind  me, 
and  that  he  will  one  day  verify  what 
I  have  attributed  to  him. 

I  therefore  conclude,  that  great 
and  good  things  may  be  done  with 
him,  jf  they  be  properly  under¬ 
taken  ;  and  that  as  bad  ones  will  be 
the  refult  of  an  improper  method  of 
proceeding. 


The  following  Anecdotes  and  Remarks 
on  the  Character  of  the  late  King  of 
Pruftla,  <vohen  at  an  advanced  Period 
of  his  life,  are  ex  traded from  Travels 
through  Germany,  by  the  Baron 
Riefbeck,  and  tranflated  from  the 
German,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Maty. 

Was  three  days  at  Potfdam. 
This  city  has  flill  finer  houfes 
in  it  than  thofe  at  Berlin  ;  but,  like 
thefe,  they  are  inhabited  only  by 
perfons  of  the  lower  and  middling 
ranks.  The  fituation  of  the  town 
was  much  extolled  to  me,  and  for 
a  country  with  fo  much  famenefs  in 
it  as  Brandenburg  has,  it  may  pals 
for  a  fine  one  :  neither,  however, 
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the  buildings  nor  the  fituation  wei  e 
the  chief  obje&s  of  my  vifit  here  ; 
what  I  came  for  was  to  fee  the  king, 
who  has  for  fo  many  years  been  the 
god  of  the  Parifian  idolatry,  the1 
wonder  of  all  Europe,  the  matter 
and  terror  of  his  foes,  and,  in  ttioit, 
who  throughout  all  the  neighbouring 
ftates  is  called  The  King  par  excel¬ 
lence.  1  was  told  that  I  might  very 
eafily  be  prefen  ted  to  him  ,  but  l 
have  always  thought  it  a  great 
piece  of  impertinence  to  think  fo 
lightly  of  the  leifure  of  a  mighty 
monarch,  as  to  introduce  yourfelf  to 
him  without  the  fmalleft  pretenfion. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  fee  him 
twice  on  horfeback  on  the  parade, 
where,  however,  he  is  not  fo  regu¬ 
lar  an  attendant  as  formerly. 

All  the  prints  I  have  hitherto  feen 
of  him  are  only  half  lengths  ;  but 
there  are  many  copies  of  a  very 
go«d  pi&ure,  in  which  he  is  drawn 
at  full  length.  You  may  fee  one 
of  thefe  at  Madam  S— -’s,  at  Paris, 
and  they  are  fo  common  here,  that 
you  meet  with  them  in  feveral  inns. 
The  original  was  painted  by  an 
Italian,  who  having  been  extremely 
fortunate  in  hitting  off  the  likenefs, 
the  king  fuffered  copies  of  the  pic¬ 
ture  to  be  taken  by  many  good 
matters  here,  and  made  prefents  of 
them  to  feveral  German  princes, 
and  thus  the  copies  have  become 
common.  Heavily  as  the  hand  of 
age  now  feems  to  lie  on  this  im¬ 
mortal  man,  the  very  ftrong  like¬ 
nefs  of  the  face  flill  remains.  The 
kmg  of  Pruitt  a  is  hardly  of  the 
middling  fize,  but  ftrong  built  and 
thick  fet.  His  body  is  now  much 
bent,  and  his  head  fihakes,  but  his 
eyes  are  ftill  piercing,  and  roll 
about  when  he  is  obferving.  Peace, 
order,  refolution,  and  earnettnefs 
are  marked  upon  his  face.  There 
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is  likewife  that  particular  look  about 
him,  which  is  common  to  all  great 
perfonages,  and  which  I  fhould  call 
indifference  to  all  that  furrounds 
him,  were  it  not  that  you  fee  evi¬ 
dently,  that  he  takes  an  uncommon 
intereft  in  the  things  which  he  con¬ 
ceives  efpecialiy  to  belong  to  his 
province.  The  editor  of  Voyages  en 
different s  Pays  de  l* Europe,  Mr.  Pi- 
lati,  fays,  that  every  thing  at  Berlin 
and  Potfdam  is  carried  on  in  filence, 
and  that  nothing  can  be  known 
either  of  the  king’s  private  life, 
or  of  his  public  affairs.  There  is 
an  univerfal  opinion  of  the  kind 
gone  out  about  this  court :  if  you  will 
believe  fome  Eoglifhmen,  efpecialiy 
Mr.  Wraxall,  the  genius  which 
animates  the  Pruffian  monarchy,  is 
a  man-hating,  light-fhunning  ge¬ 
nius,  who  in  imperceptible  dark- 
nefs  ftrikes  conftantly  at  the  eflates 
of  the  fubjedts  and  lays  fnares  for 
them.  It  is  impoflible  to  form  a 
falfer  judgment  of  the  king.  Mr. 
Pilati,  who  contradicts  himfelf  in 
more  places  than  one,  fays  in  ano¬ 
ther  part  of  his  letters,  that  the 
king’s  hours  are  fo  regularly  dif- 
tributed,  that  at  any  time  you  may 
know  what  he  is  then  doing.  In¬ 
deed  the  true  caufe  why  fo  little  is 
to  be  faid  of  the  king’s  private  life, 
is  the  great  fimplicity  and  regularity 
of  it.  Here  is  no  minifter  to  enter 
into  intrigues  with,  to  ruin  a  man 
of  honour  who  ftands  in  his  way  $ 
no  miftrefs  whofe  humour  a  man 
mufl  ftudy  to  get  the  favourable 
minute  to  obtain  a  right,  or  have 
juffcice  done  him  for  an  injury,  or 
of  whofe  adventures  he  mufl  keep 
a  regifter,  to  revenge  himfelf  on 
her  by  bon-mots,  epigrams,  and 
anecdotes  ;  — no  queen  to  puzzle 
and  perplex  the  court  every  morn¬ 
ing  with  the  very  gfeat  problem 


whether  flie  has  flept  with  her  huf- 
band  or  not,  whether  fhe  is  breed¬ 
ing  or  not,  and  whether  the  fafhion 
will  not  undergo  fome  revolution, 
commanded  by  her  majefty,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  enfuing  week,  The 
princes  and  princeffes  of  the  blood 
have  neither  difputes  for  precedency 
to  fettle,  nor  Cabals  to  contrive,  nor 
large  play  debts  to  difcharge,  nor 
any  of  the  mighty  bufinefles  which 
are  the  daily  occupations  of  other 
courts  to  difpatch  ;  the  king  nei¬ 
ther  hunts  nor  goes  to  balls  or 
theatres  (a  few  operas  only  except¬ 
ed)  ;  he  has  no  occafion  to  advife 
with  a  minifter  of  finance,  how,  or 
from  what  funds  the  miftrefs’s  new 
drefs,  or  her  new  houfe,  or  her  new 
garden,  or  her  journey  to-—  fhall  be 
paid  nothing  is  undertaken  here 
for  which  the  money  is  not  ready. 
The  king  of  Pruffia  has  neither 
favourite,  nor  confeflor,  nor  court 
fool,  (who,  mutatis  mutandis ,  is  ftill 
in  good  credit  in  the  other  courts 
of  Germany,  and  whofe  parts  the 
confeflbr  meftly  plays). 

Under  thefe  circumftances  the 
court  anecdotes  of  the  day  mufl: 
neceflarily  be  very  few  ;  but  yet 
the  king  gives  himfelf  fo  little  trou¬ 
ble  to  be  concealed,  that  as  the 
Engiifliman,  Moore,  obferves,  it  is 
no  difficult  matter  to  arrive  at  his 
bed-chamber  unperceived  :  he  is 
furrounded  neither  by  a  guard  or 
a  fwarm  of  footmen  and  valets  de 
xhambre  ;  he  often  walks  alone  in 
the  gardens  of  Sans-Soucy,  and 
wherever  he  is,  except  at  a  review, 
no  man  is  kept  at  a  diftance. 

It  is  owing  to  the  fame  fimplicity 
and  order  which  obtains  in  his  pri¬ 
vate  life,  that  the  operations  of  the 
king  of  Pruftia’s  government  make 
fo  little  noife.  Whoever  confiders 
his  adminiftration  as  myfterious,  or 
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his  dealings  as  eftablifhed  in  in¬ 
trigue,  falls  into  the  error  fo  com¬ 
mon  to  all  us  mortals,  of  thinking 
there  is  intrigue  wherever  there  is 
fimplicity  ;  hence  it  is,  that  we  do 
not  fee  the  truth  that  is  under  our 
nofes.” 

44  The  mod  brilliant  sera  of  the 
king’s  government,  in  his  own  eyes, 
is  that  which  is  diftiRguifhed  by 
lome  ufeful  improvement  in  agri¬ 
culture.  I  was  told  an  anecdote 
which  does  him  more  honour  than 
the  empire  of  China  derives  from 
opening  the  ground  with  a  golden 
plough.  There  is  a  privy-counfel- 
lor  here  of  the  name  of  Brenken¬ 
hoff,  a  maft  who,  born  without 
a  penny,  had  made  himfelf  worth 
millions  by  hi^N  induftry.  This 
gentleman,  fome  years  fince,  dif- 
tinguifhed  himfeit  by  hii  improve¬ 
ments  in  agriculture.  Amongft 
other  things,  he  fent  for  rye  from 
Archangel,  which  fucceeded  fo  well, 
that  by  degrees  they  begged  his 
feeds  all  through  Pomerania,  Si- 
lelia,  Brandenburgh,  and  Pruffia  ; 
and  the  country  gained  confiderable 
fums,  which  before  uled  to  be  paid 
to  the  Poles  and  Ruffians  for  this 
commodity.  In  confequence  of 
this,  whenever  Mr.  Brenkenhoff  has 
any  thing  to  afk  of  the  king  for 
himfelf  or  the  province,  he  always 
couches  his  requeft  in  the  following 
manner  :  4  Had  not  I  brought  rye 
4  from  Archangel,  your  majefty  and 
4  your  fubjedts  would  have  been 
4  without  fo  many  thoufands  you 
4  now  poffefs  ;  it  is  therefore  fit 
4  and  proper  that  you  likewife  grant 
4  me  my  requeft.’  The  king  not 
only  makes  it  a  rule  never  to  deny 
him  any  thing  he  afks,  but  has  often 
faid,  4  Brenkenhoff  is  the  moft  ex- 
4  traordinary  man  born  in  this 
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4  country  under  my  adminiftration, 

4  and  I  am  proud  of  him.” 

4‘  I  cannot  fend  away  this  letter 
without  obferving,  that  the  very 
way  in  which  the  king  exercifes  the 
functions  of  his  government,  is  a 
plain  proof  of  his  not  having  any 
fecret  or  myfterious  views  with 
refpedt  to  any  of  his  fubjedls.  A 
defpot,  who  is  not  to  be  confined  by 
any  regard  to  redtitude  and  juftice, 
who  is  always  diftinguifhing  be¬ 
twixt  his  own  advantage  and  the 
utility  of  the  whole,  and  who  wants 
to  cheat  his  people  without  their  ob¬ 
ferving  it,  muft  have  either  fools 
for  his  minifters,  whom  he  may 
cheat  as  he  does  the  people,  or  he 
muft  have  a  favourite,  whom  he  can 
make  ufe  of  for  his  myfterious  pur- 
pofes.  Neither  of  thefe  is  the  cafe 
with  the  king  of  Pruffia.  His  mi¬ 
nifters  and  counfelJors  are  all  of 
them  the  moft  enlightened  patriots; 
and  many  of  them  would  make  a 
figure  as  men  of  letters,  if  they 
had  time,  or  would  give  themfelves 
the  trouble  of  writing.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  a  favourite,  the  very  name 
is  unknown  in  this  country.  Vol¬ 
taire,  the  marquis  D’Argens,  Alga- 
rotti,  Quintus  Icilius,  and  Baftiani, 
were  only  the  companions  of  idle 
hoilrs,  and  knew  lefs  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  than  any  body,  as  Voltaire 
has  often  proved  by  his  bon  mots. 
Thofe  beaux  efprits  were  obliged  to 
keep  within  their  proper  fphere,  and 
never  cpuld  bring  the  king  to  be 
familiar  with  them,  how  little  fo- 
ever  he  made  them  feel  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  rank  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of 
life. 

The  king  poffelfes  the  rare  and 
great  talent  of  letting  himfelf  down 
to  every  man,  without  forgetting 
himfelf  in  the  leaft.  His  reader 
B  3  and 
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and  fecretary  dare  not  bring  him 
either  complaint  or  petition.  The 
king  appears  to  be  exceedingly 
miftruftful  of  himfelf,  and  to  fear 
left  his  daily  converfation  and  fa¬ 
miliarity  with  all  forts  of  people 
fliould  lead  him  into  error.  His 
fecretary,  who  paffes  fo  many  hours 
of  every  day  with  him  in  private, 
muft  lay  all  the  bufinefs  to  be  done 
before  him  in  form.  His  minifters 
are  the  only  perfons  he  refers  to  ; 
they  are  the  executors  of  his  will. 

It  has  been  frequently  obferved, 
that  no  king  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  is  fo  well  ferved  as  the  king 
of  Pruftla,  though  there  is  none 
who  pays  his  fervants  fo  ill.  But 
thefe  good  fervants  are  not  to  be 
procured  by  mere  l'everity  ;  they 
muft  have  obferved,  that  the  king 
far  excels  them  in  underftanding, 
and  that  he  himfelf  ftri&ly  adheres 
to  the  rules  of  juftice  and  equity, 
which  he  lays  down  for  the  conduct 
of  others.  Had  they  difeovered  a 
weak  fide,  either  in  the  head  or 
heart  of  the  monarch,  there  would 
have  been  an  end  ol  their  good 
fervices.  It  is  only  to  his  extreme 
impartiality,  his  juftice,  and  his  fupe- 
rior  underftanding,  that  we  muft 
aferibe  the  activity  and  order  in  the 
Pruffian  courts  of  juftice.  No  prince 
of  the  blood  has  the  fllghteft  ad¬ 
vantage  over  a  farmer  in  a  law-fuit. 
When  a  difpute  happens  with  a  fub- 
je6t  upon  any  part  of  the  domain 
or  crown  lands,  there  is  no  judge 
wrho  dares  have  a  leaning  towards 
the  king’s  fide ;  on  the  contrary, 
in  this  cafe,  they  are  ordered  to 
have  a  leaning  againft  him.  The 
fame  averfton  to  defpotilm  leads 
him  to  make  it  no  fecret,  that  he 
does  not  think  the  kings  of  the 
earth  placed  here  as  gods  of  it. 


and  vicegerents  of  the  Almighty. 
He  looks  upon  the  royal  dignity 
as  a  ftation,  which,  like  that  of  a 
general,  and  many  others,  has  been 
eftablifbed  through  human  difpo- 
fitions,  and  to  which,  in  confequence 
of  thefe  difpofitions,  birth  alone 
gives  a  title.  He  makes  as  little 
ufe  of  religion  as  he  does  of  poli¬ 
tics,  to  blind  his  people,  or  keep 
up  his  authority  by  faith  and  opi¬ 
nion.  The  confcioufnefs  that  he  is 
capable  of  no  injuftice  or  aft  of 
power,  can  alone  fet  him  above  this 
Machiavelian  policy.  To  conclude 
my  thefts,  that  the  king  is  nothing 
lefs  than  a  defpot,  I  muft  obferve, 
that  he  has  no  over-bearing  paflion  ; 
fame  is  by  no  means  his  purfuit ; 
he  defpifes  all  the  applaufe  of  men 
from  his  heart.  The  great  phyftog- 
nomift,  Lavater,  muft  have  obferv¬ 
ed  in  his  countenance,  that  he  de¬ 
fpifes  man  himfelf  ;  at  leaft  I  think 
I  can  affirm,  with  a  degree  of  fuffi- 
cient  confidence,  that  the  king  ap¬ 
pears  lefs  in  no  man’s  eyes  than  he 
does  in  his  own.  Flatterers  have 
very  little  to  expefl  from  him  ;  and 
thofe  who  have  written  againft  him 
with  tfie  greateft  bitternefs,  may  be 
allured  that  he  has  no  gall  againft 
them.  The  Abbe  Raynal,  who  is 
at  prefent  here,  is  a  fure  proof  of 
this.  There  is  no  place  in  the  world 
in  which  there  is  lefs  noife  made 
about  the  king’s  aftions  than  there 
is  at  Berlin.  None  of  the  newf* 
papers  of  the  country  fay  a  word 
about  them  ;  and  there  would  not 
have  been  a  word  faid  about  them 
at  all,  if  fome  patriots  of  other 
countries  had  not  taken  it  into  theft 
heads  of  late  to  blow  the  trumpet 
of  fame,  whenever  their  governors 
did  any  thing  that  was  not  palpably 
abfurd  or  impertinent.  Thefe  ful- 
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fome  panegy  rifts  ftirred  up  ionic 
Pruflian  patriots,  who  love  their 
king,  to  fhew  the  world,  that  Fre¬ 
deric,  who  is  fo  unknown  to  mod 
(If  angers,  does  more  in  filence  than 
halt  a  dozen  other  demi-gods  of  the 
earth  put  together.  The  world  was 
aftonifhed  when  it  learned,  that  for 
years  paft,  the  king  had  dHributed 
feveral  millions  amongft  his  fub- 
jedts,  and  the  waiters  of  newfpapers 
took  it  very  ill  that  he  had  done 
this  without  their  knowledge.  It 
was  not  till  within  thefe  few  years 
that  we  knew  that  the  land  tax  in 
the  Pruflian  dominions  is  never 
altered,  though  this  lyftem  is  as  old 
as  the  time  of  the  king’s  coming  to 
the  crown.  Long  before  the  philolo- 
phers  of  the  laft  twenty-five  years, 
(for,  till  within  thele  laft  five  and 
twenty  years,  there  has  been  no 
philofophy)  began  to  declaim  againft 
capital  punifliments,  the  torture, 
and  the  duration  of  law-fuits,  all 
thefe  things  had  been  baniftied  out 
of  the  Pruflian  dominions,  without 
any  fcribbler  taking  the  trouble  to 
ling  a  Te  Deum  about  it  (Beccaria 
himfelf  makes  this  oblervation). 
Avarice  is  as  little  the  king’s  weak 
fide  as  the  love  of  fame.  Nobody 
gives  more  willingly  than  he  does, 
when  he  fees  that  the  money  is 
likely  to  be  made  good  ufe  of.  He 
has  money  in  his  head,  and  not  in 
his  heart  ;  and  ccconomy  is  one  of 
the  firft  virtues  of  a  governor.— 
But  I  {hall  fay  more  of  this  in  my 
next."’ 

“  When  you  hear  the  king  of 
PrulTia  mentioned  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  Germany,  you  think  they 
are  fpeaking  of  an  angel  of  death, 
whofe  employment  and  amufement 
it  is  to  kill  the  people  by  hundreds 
and  thoyiands,  to  burn  cities  and 
villages,  and  to  be  the  firft  general 
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of  his  day.  This  opinion  common¬ 
ly  refts  upon  the  fame  ground  as 
another,  which  was  very  generally 
received  by  the  common  people 
during  the  laft  Silefian  war,  of  the 
king  of  Pruflia’s  having  taken  up 
arms  againft  France  and  Auftria  for 
the  extirpation  of  the  Roman-ca¬ 
tholic  religion.  Auftria  had  often 
recourfe  to  fuch  little  artifices  ;  {lie 
was  wont  to  appeal  to  the  religious 
and  paffionate  feelings  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  whenever  her  troops  were 
beaten,  and  probably  found  fome 
confolation  in  it,  not  that  only 
which  arifes  from  exciting  com¬ 
panion,  but  the  more  fubftantml 
one  of  the  fupport  derived  from  the 
riches  and  forces  of  fome  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  princes  of  Germany.  Such 
prejudices  in  the  populace  are  eafily 
produced  ;  but  when  you  read  in 
the  writings  of  fome  of  the  moft 
famous  Auftrian  ftatefmen  and  li¬ 
terati  that  the  king  of  Pruflias 
whole  fyftem  is  contrived  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  himfelf  terrible 
to  his  neighbours,  of  plundering 
them,  and  of  living  by  robbery, 
you  do  not  know  whether  to  laugh 
moft  at  their  ignorance,  or  be  moft 
afihamed  at  their  impudence. 

Out  of  Germany,  they  look  upon 
the  king  of  Pruffia  as  a  great  gene¬ 
ral,  but  are  not  therefore  blind  to 
his  other  virtues.  Our  country¬ 
men,  whofe  impartiality  and  juftice 
in  judging  of  the  merits  of  great  men 
nobody  can  controvert,  read  his 
civil  ordinances,  his  bon  mots ,  and 
the  anecdotes  of  what  pafTes  in  his 
family,  with  as  much  pleafure  as 
they  do  the  account  of  his  expedi¬ 
tions.  Even  they  however,  impar¬ 
tial  as  they  are,  form  quite  a  falfe 
opinion  of  the  king,  when  they 
confider  his  military  condudt  as  the 
greateft  of  his  exertions,  and  think 
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his  principal  merit  confifts  in  being  Ida’s  love  of  plunder,  nor  any  thing 
the  greateft  general  of  his  day.  It  indeed,  except  the  pride  of  the 
is  natural  enough  for  the  love  of  Auftrian  /miniftry,  and  the  little 
fplendid  actions  to  make  us  mere  knowledge  it  had  of  the  ftrength  of 
attentive  to  the  buftle  which  has  the  Pruftian  dominions,  that  was 
attended  his  fervices  in  the  field,  the  true  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  Silefia. 


than  to  his  ftill  and  benevolent  oc¬ 
cupations.  But  we  ihould  not  there¬ 
fore  aferibe  to  him  a  love  of  this 
buftle,  and  a  delight  in  the  occupa- 
lions  of  war,  which  no  king  upon 
earth  likes  lefs  than  he  does, 

Nourifhed  in  the  arms  of  the 
mules,  and  attentive  only  to  the 
progrefs  of  philofophy,  fcarce  had 
he  afeended  the  throne,  when  one 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  events  of 
this  century  happened,  an  event 
which  muft  naturally  call  his  at¬ 
tention  very  ftrongly  to  it.  He 
was  one  of  the  many  princes  who 
had  pretenfions  to  the  fucceflion  of 
Charles  VI.  What  he  claimed  was 
fome  marquifates  in  Silefia.  The 
point  was  how  effectually  to  fecure 
thefe  rights.  Moft  probably  he 
would  have  taken  the  part  of  Maria 
Therefa,  attacked  as  fhe  was  on  all 
fides,  had  a  proper  attention  been 
paid  to  his  requifitions,  but  the 
Auftrian  miniftry,  ever  blinded  by 
its  own  confequence,  only  anfwered 
his  manifeftoes  with  infolence  and 
contempt.  The  coniequence  was, 
that  after  having  defeated  the  im¬ 
perial  troops  in  the  field,  he  made 
free  with  all  Silefia,  which  gave 
great  offence.  Then  however  he 
difeovered  the  moderation  of  his 
nature,  for  it  would  have  been  eafy 
for  him,  by  fupporting  Charles  VII. 
to  have  funk  a  houfe,  which  was  the 
moft  dangerous  to  him  in  all  Europe. 
But  his  politics  did  not  allow  him  to 
commit  an  injuft  ice. 

It  was  neither  the  king  of  Pruf- 


The  Auftiians  defpifed  a  court 
which  had  no  princes  and  dukes  in 
its  pay,  but  only  merchants  and 
knights  a  quaranto  ecus  *  for  mini- 
fters  and  generals.  They  faw  no 
further  than  the  outfide  of  the  court 
of  the  prefent  king’s  father,  who, 
under  the  mafk  of  a  ridiculous  An¬ 
gularity,  had  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  Prulfian  greatnefs  ;  they  laugh¬ 
ed  at  his  unpowdered  hair,  his  dirty 
boots,  his  turnep  dinners,  and  his 
tall  men.  People  knew  not  that 
thefe  tall  men,  whom  they  looked 
upon  only  as  his  particular  amufe- 
ment,  were  under  the  beft  of  difci- 
pline  ;  they  knew  not  that  his  un¬ 
it  e  titled  and  unbe ft  ringed  minifters 
were  the  moft  enlightened  patriots; 
that  the  moft  exaCt  ceconomy  had 
made  the  fmall  country  of  Pruffia 
richer  than  the  proud  and  mighty 
Auftria.  In  fine,  they  knew  not 
that  Spartan  (economy,  and  Spar¬ 
tan  lubordination,  which  this  ridi¬ 
culous  king  was  making  the  charac¬ 
terise  of  the  nation,  muft  get  the 
better  of  indolence,  effeminancy,  and 
profufion,  even  though  the  tribe  of 
gentlemen  had  not  been  fo  numerous 
in  Auftria,  as  it  was. 

This  ignorance  was  the  true 
thing  which  fome  perfons  have  af¬ 
fected  to  call  the  good  fortune  of 
the  prefent  king  of  Pruffia. 

The  invafion  of  Bohemia,  which 
took  place  fome  time  after  the  con- 
queft  of  Silefia,  was  undertaken  in 
confequence  of  the  moft  preifing 
and  repeated  inftances  of  the  era- 
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peror,  the  head  of  the  German  em¬ 
pire,  of  which  the  king  was  a  mem¬ 
ber. 

I  have  converfed  with  an  old  and 
refpe&able  Dutch  officer,  who  ac¬ 
companied  count  Seckendoiff,  as 
adjutant,  to  Beilin,  when  he  went 
to  defire  the  king  to  bdp  the  em¬ 
peror  out  of  the  diftrefs  which  he 
muft  otherwile  have  lunk  under. 
The  king  was  for  a  long  time  deaf 
to  all  reprefer.tations  and  entreaties. 
As  count  Seckendorffi  was  prefling 
him  one  day  upon  the  parade,  he 
fhewed  hhn  a  regiment  which  had 
fuffered  confiderably  in  the  firft  Si- 
lefian  war.  ‘  Behold,’  lays  he, 

‘  what  war  colls  me  •  this  regiment 
*  has  loft  above  half  its  men,  and 
‘  fihall  I  expofe  my  people  to  the 
4  danger  of  being  fo  roughly  hand- 
4  led  again  ?’  —  This  is  the  king 
whom  people  cry  out  upon  as  a  rob¬ 
ber  and  tyrant ! — Seckendorffi,  who 
was  a  greater  fttatelman  than  he  was 
a  genera),  in  vain  tried  all  his  rhe¬ 
toric,  to  carry  his  point,  nor  would 
any  thing  have  induced  the  king 
again  to  become  the  enemy  of 
Aufttia,  but  the  being  informed  in 
what  an  unmanly  manner  the  Auf- 
trians  had  behaved  in  Bavaria,  how 
they  had  plundered  the  archives, 
robbed  the  nobility,  laid  wafte  the 
country,  and  carried  the  peafants 
into  captivity  ;  that  in  fhort,  their 
known  pride,  their  fpirit  of  revenge, 
and  their  cruelty,  gave  caufe  to  ap¬ 
prehend  every  thing  for  the  houfe  of 
Bavaria. 

The  king  undertook  to  free  the 
emperor  from  his  diftrefs,  with¬ 
out  hurting  Auftria  much,  and  he 
compafled  it  with  a  moderation, 
which  the  unprejudiced  part  of  the 
world  ftill  admires.  He  obliged 
prince  Charles  to  give  the  emperor 
breathing  room,  by  forcing  him  to 


haflen  with  his  army  from  the  Rhine 
to  Bohemia.  When  he  had  done 
this  he  was  quiet,  and  afking  no¬ 
thing  for  himfelf,  was  contented 
with  having  done  what  equity  and 
the  fliare  he  took  in  the  emperor’s 
calamity  required  of  him.  It  is 
well  known  what  little  fhare  his 
love  of  rqbbery  and  conqueft  had 
in  the  breaking  out  of  that  war  in 
which  he  eclipfed  all  that  had  been 
done  by  ancient  or  modern  heroes. 
In  the  very  heat  of  this  war,  in 
which  he  himfelf  gathered  fo  many 
laurels,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Vol¬ 
taire,  filled  with  wifhes  tor  philoso¬ 
phical  quiet,  and  full  of  lamenta¬ 
tions  on  the  cruelties  of  war.  Very 
far  from  being  intoxicated  with  his 
fame,  and  untainted  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  the  pride  which  filled  the 
bread  of  that  Roman  governor,  who 
returning  from  the  government  of  a 
diftant  province,  thought  that  all 
Italy  muft  inceffantly  be  filled  with 
the  praite  of  his  adminiftration  ;  he 
alked  Gellert,  who  fued  to  him  for 
peace  in  the  middle  of  the  theatre 
of  war,  whether  he  had  oot  heard  or 
feen  that  there  were  three  powers  in 
arms  againft  him  ;  and  whether  he 
thought  it  depended  upon  him  to 
make  Germany  a  prefent  of  peace  ! 
So  free  was  he  from  being  elated 
with  the  eclat  of  his  wondertul  arms, 
and  fo  far  from  thinking  of  Higher 
things  than  how  to  defend  himfelf. 

In  this  wonderful  letter  to  Vol¬ 
taire,  he  promifes,  when  he  fhall 
once  be  quiet,  to  cut  off  the  moft 
diftant  pretences  for  war,  nor  to 
take  any  concern  in  the  politics  of 
Europe  ;  but  to  give  up  all  his 
time  to  the  improvement  of  his  own 
country,  amidft  the  bleffings  of  peace. 
This  promife  he  has  hitherto  moft 
religioufly  adhered  to.  You  think, 
perhaps,  that  he  did  nor,  in  the 
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affair  of  the  divifion  of  Poland ; 
but  he  took  the  lead  part  poftible 
in  that  affair.  The  world  will  be 
aftonifhed,  when  the  particulars  of 
this  bufinefs  come  to  be  known,  as 
none  has  ever  been  io  mifreprefent- 
ed  and  diftorted  by  political  mo¬ 
tives.  I  collected  at  Vienna,  fome 
very  extraordinary  documents  rela¬ 
tive  to  this  matter,  which  I  will 
communicate  to  you  when  we  meet. 
Thus  far  is  notorious  to  all  man¬ 
kind,  that  in  this  famous  partition, 
the  king  had  not  a  third  of  what 
*el!  to  Ruffia,  nor  a  quarter  of  what 
Auftria  had.  A  ftronger  proof  of 
the  king’s  moderation,  and  of  his 
pacific  difpoiition,  it  is  impoflible 
to  give.  Poflibly  the  divifion  would 
have  been  a  little  more  equal  if 
ever  the  parties  had  come  to  blows. 

In  the  laft  Bavarian  war,  he  again 
obferved  the  fame  wonderful  mo¬ 
deration.  The  caufe  of  his  taking 
up  arms  was,  to  reftore  the  houfe  of 
Witteifbach  to  its  inheritance,  and 
to  maintain  the  conftitution  of  the 
empire  ;  which,  as  a  member  of 
that  body,  he  was  bound  to  protect. 
He  a  Iked  nothing  for  himfelf,  and 
did  not  go  a  Hep  farther  than  he 
was  forced  to,  by  the  itrongeft  ne- 
ceffity.  No  monarch  ever  went  in¬ 
to  the  field  with  greater  magnani¬ 
mity,  and  greater  difintereftednefs, 
than  the  king  of  Pruflia  did  on  this 
occafion.- — Since  the  twenty  years 
he  has  given  himfelf  to  philofophy, 
he  has  let  feveral  other  occafions  go 
by,  which  would  not  have  been 
miffed  by  another  monarch  who  had 
had  the  fame  power  of  war  in  hand 
-as  he  had,  and  the  warlike  difpofi- 
tion  commonly  attributed  to  him. 

No  prince  can  manifeft  more  re¬ 
gard  for  mankind,  than  what  is 
fhewn  by  the  king  of  Pruffia  every 
day.  He  interefts  himfelf  as  much 


in  the  welfare  of  a  common  farmer, 
as  in  the  flourifhing  of  the  greateft 
houfe  of  trade  in  his  dominions.  It 
is  his  greateft  pride  and  his  great* 
eft  pleafure,  to  read  in  the  yearly 
lifts,  that  the  population  of  his 
country  has  increafed.  He  has  not 
been  feen  fo  cheerful  for  many  years, 
as  he  was  upon  finding,  by  the  lift 
given  in  laft  year,  that  the  number 
of  the  new-born  children  within 
the  year,  far  furpaffed  the  number 
of  the  dead.  A  king  who  has  this 
way  of  thinking,  is  a  warrior  only 
when  neceffity  compels  him  to  it. 
His  Lacedemonian  armies  only  ferve 
the  purpole  of  enabling  him  to  cul¬ 
tivate  his  country  in  peace,  and  to 
bring  his  Jaw-fuits  with  his  neigh' 
hours  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion.  They 
are  evidently  not  the  end  of  his 
government,  but  the  means  ;  and 
it  is  only  thofe  who  are  contented 
with  viewing  the  outfide  of  things, 
and  do  not  look  into  the  fprings  of 
the  Pruftlan  government,  who  think 
them  the  great  objedt.” 


Cbarader  of  the  late  Emprefs  Efueen 
Maria  Therefa.— From  the  fame 
*■ work . 

“  H  E  bright  fides  of  this  ein- 

Jf  prefs’s  character  are  io  (Lik¬ 
ing,  that  one  can  hardly  obferve 
the  darker  ones  In  private  life, 
indeed,  fuch  Imall  fpots  would  ap¬ 
pear  not  only  venal,  but  in  fome 
degree  refpedtable ;  but  it  is  the 
misfortune  of  greatnefs,  that  the 
iinalleft  weaknefs  of  the  governor 
has  often  a  fenfible  influence  on  the 
happinefs  of  the  governed,  fo  that 
the  leaft  perfonal  vices  are  often  the 
greateft  political  defedts. 

Whoever  fees  the  emprefs  now, 
difeovers  that  (he  has  been  a  beau¬ 
ty- 
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t y.  Within  thefe  few  years  fhe 

has  begun  to  be  fubjeCt  to  foine  of 
the  infirmities  of  advancing  age ; 
but  the  bed  judges  dill  difcern  a 
drong  conftitution  and  lively  tem¬ 
perament  in  her.  1  faw  her  for 
the  firft  time)  in  the  church  of  the 
Augudine  Friars*  where  fhe  was 
attending  a  religious  ceremony, 
and  immediately  recognifed  her, 
not  fo  much  by  her  likenefs  to  her 
pictures  (from  the  truth  of  which 
age  has  of  courfe  taken  a  great 
deal),  as  by  the  air  of  majefty 
which  dnkes  every  one  who  has  the 
honour  to  approach  her.  She  has 
the  ftronged  paffions,  but  has  never 
been  fubdued  to  the  lead  unworthi- 
nefs,  by  thole  to  which  nature  in 
general  the  mod  inclines,  and  which 
her  conditution  the  more  particu¬ 
larly  expofes  her  to.  Pojfibly  die  is  an 
moft  certainly  a  ftngular  in¬ 
dance  of  a  prince fs,  over  whom  re¬ 
ligion  and  honour  have  had  more 
influence  than  the  demands  of  an 
impetuous  conditution,  and  the  al¬ 
lurements  of  unlimited  power.  This 
probably  arofe  from  her  having 
herfelf  chofen  her  hufband,  who  was 
the  man  of  his  day  mod  likely  to 
fecure  the  affections  of  a  woman. 
To  him  fhe  was  paffionately  de¬ 
voted  ;  but  her  affections  never 
wandered  a  dep  beyond  the  bounds 
of  the  driCted  decorum.  Vainly  has 
fcandal  endeavoured  tofind  out  anec¬ 
dotes  to  feed  on  in  her  life.  Ten 
well-made  drong  children  yet  Jiv¬ 
ing,  are  fo  many  v/itneffes  that  her 
hufband  podefTed  all  her  love.  At 
his  death,  fhe  forbad  herfelf  all  far¬ 
ther  thoughts  of  the  paflion,  and 
made  a  vow  to  lament  him  for  ever  ; 
a  vow  to  which  fhe  has  religioufly 
adhered.  She  is  always  dreffed  in 
black,  and  wears  no  ornament  of 
any  kind. 
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Her  warm  love,  however,  made 
her  hufband  pafs  many  a  weary 
hour.  It  was  impoffible  for  jealoufy 
not  to  have  great  power  over  a 
heart,  the  violence  of  whofe  mo¬ 
tions  was  only  kept  in  by  a  lenle 
of  religion.  It  is  not  very  certain 
whether  fhe  had  ever  real  grounds 
for  fufpicion ;  but  every  body  at 
Vienna  remembers  that  a  certain 
lady  was  obliged  to  leave  it,  be- 
caufe  the  emperor,  who  was  very 
courteous  towards  every  body,  but 
particularly  fo  to  the  ladies,  had 
made  her  fome  common-place,  un¬ 
meaning  compliments. 

The  emprefs’s  benevolence,  of 
which  religion  is  the  principle,  ap¬ 
proaches  aimod  to  profufion.  She 
refufes  relief  to  none  of  thofe  who 
dand  in  need  of  her  affidance  ;  and 
the  meaned  of  her  fubjeCts  finds  the 
way  to  make  his  didreffes  known 
to  her.  Her  deward  has  hardly  any 
thing  to  lay  before  her,  but  accounts 
of  charities.  Her  liberalities  parti¬ 
cularly  {hews  itfelf  towards  widows, 
efpecially  fuch  as  are  of  high  birth. 
Many  perfons,  amongft  whom  are 
widows  of  miniders  of  date,  receive 
penfions  of  6000  guilders  (300I.) 
from  her.  Her  partiality  to  high 
birth  makes  her  defirous  that  every 
perfon  fhould  live  up  to  his,  or  her 
rank.  With  refpeCt  to  the  public 
foundations  of  charity,  fhe  behaves 
as  an  emprefs  fhould  do.  The 
library,  fchools,  hofpitals,  and  poor- 
houfes,  cod  her  immenfe  fums.  I 
am  aflured,  that  the  debts  fhe  has 
contracted  by  this  liberality  amount 
to  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of 
guilders ;  and  one  of  my  friends 
informed  me,  that  fhe  gives  away 
three  millions  per  annum  in  private 
charity. 

Who  now  would  imagine  that, 
under  fo  worthy  a  character,  merit 

often 
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often  darves,  whilft  large  fums  are 
lavifhed  upon  the  worthlefs  ?  Who 
would  imagine,  that  the  prejudices 
of  religion  could  have  fo  far  gotten 
the  better  ©f  her  natural  difpofition, 
as  to  make  her  refufe  affifting  an  offi¬ 
cer  who  had  been  crippeld  in  her  fer- 
vice,  unlefs  he  embraced  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  religion  ?  After  feve- 
ral  converlations  with  the  pried  fent 
to  him  by  the  emprefs,  this  gentle¬ 
man  plainly  perceived  that  he  mud 
turn  fcoundrel,  to  be  relieved.  He 
determined  therefore  to  quit  Vi¬ 
enna  ;  which  he  did,  and  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  died  a  general 
officer.  Since  the  prefent  emperor 
has  begun  to  have  an  influence  in 
bulinefs,  merit  has  no  longer  any 
fuch  oppreffion  to  fear,  but  it  mud 
dill  make  ufe  of  all  its  weight  to 
break  through  this  fpecies  of  obda- 
cles,  which  however  at  all  times  are 
more  the  work  of  the  prieds,  than 
«f  the  emprels. 

Her  impetuous  temper  often 
breaks  out  into  grofs  guds  of  paf- 
fion  and  anger ;  but  as  foon  as  the 
dorm  is  pad,  die  endeavours  to 
make  amends  for  the  mifchief  or 
injury  fhe  may  have  done  whilft  it 
raged.  I  wa^  told  an  anecdote, 
which  if  not  entirely  true,  yet  gives 
a  great  inlight  into  this  part  of 
her  character.  An  officer  who  had 
a  favour  to  alk,  had  his  name  writ¬ 
ten  down  in  the  lift  of  thofe  who 
wanted  audiences.  He  waited  a 
long  time,  till  his  turn  (which  is 
religioufly  obferved)  came  to  be 
introduced.  At  length  he  was  call¬ 
ed  in,  but  he  had  hardly  made  his 
obedience  to  the  emprefs,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Spanidi  etiquette,  when 
die  broke  out  into  fuch  a  dorm  of 
opprobrious  abufe,  as  almod  made 
him  fink  to  the  ground.  Her  vi- 
fage  made  her  eyes  roll  with  fire, 
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and  the  motion  of  her  arms  was 
rendered  fo  quick  by  it,  that  the 
man  was  afraid  fhe  might  do  a  lit¬ 
tle  execution  upon  him,  with  her 
own  high  hand.  Twice  or  thrice 
he  attempted  to  put  in  a  word, 
but  the  dorm  of  the  monarch’s  in¬ 
dignation  was  too  ftrong  to  be  con¬ 
trolled,  and  he  was  forced  to  wait 
till  fhe  was  fairly  out  of  breath. 
He  then  mudered  up  all  his  cou¬ 
rage,  and  faid,  “  Surely  your  ma- 
“  jedy  mud  have  forgotten  I  am 
“  N.  N.”  As  foon  as  fhe  found 
that  fhe  had  been  midaken  in  the 
perfon,  fhe  made  him  a  formal  ex- 
cufe,  and  her  defire  to  fet  all  things 
right  again  carried  her  fo  far  an¬ 
other  way,  that  die  fettled  an  hand- 
fome  penfion  on  him.  She  is  by 
no  means  proof  againd  pride,  but 
is  proud  of  the  dignity,  and  the 
greatnels  of  her  houfe.  She  weeps 
tears  of  joy  as  often  as  die  hears 
how  her  children,  particularly  the 
emperor  and  the  queen  of  Fiance 
are  beloved  by  all  the  world.  This 
family  pride,  joined  to  her  quick 
feelings,  are  the  caufe  why  fhe  con- 
fiders  all  the  princes  who  have  been 
at  war  with  her,  at  any  time,  as 
her  perfonal  enemies,  and  has  never 
forgiven  any  of  them.  The  em¬ 
peror’s  lad  wife,  who  was  a  Bava¬ 
rian  princefs,  had  caufe  to  regret 
her  father’s  having  attempted  to 
rob  the  emprels  of  Bohemia,  Upper 
Audria,  and  the  Imperial  Crown. 
She  made  her  feel  the  fuperiority 
of  the  houfe  ol  Audria,  over  the 
houfe  of  Bavaria.  Thus  far  is  true, 
but  the  tables  which  have  been 
railed  on  this  foundation  are  too 
wild  even  to  deferve  a  ferious  refu¬ 
tation. 

Fame  has  not  reported  falfely  of 
this  great  princefs.  She  is  a  true 
woman,  and  it  is  by  the  amiable 
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paflions  of  her  own  fex  that  fhe  is 
moft  diftinguifhed.  She  was  not  at 
ail  offended  at  being  told  by  the 
relation  of  another  great  fovereign, 
whom  fhe  was  complimenting  on 
the  reputation  of  his  friend,  “  May 
“  it  pleafe  your  majefty,  my  lifter 
**  is  ftill  only  a  'woman,"  All  the 
tints  in  Therefa’s  character  are  the 
fhades  of  a  lively  female  charader. 
She  was  the  trueft,  but  the  nioft 
jealous  of  wives ;  the  moft  affec¬ 
tionate,  but  at  the  fame  time  the 
fevereft  of  mothers;  the  moft  friend¬ 
ly,  but  at  the  fame  time  the  moft 
imperious  mother-in-law. 

Her  charader,  however,  has  fome- 
times  rifen  beyond  the  ftrength  of  a 
man.  The  refolution  with  which 
fhe  defended  her  hereditary  domi¬ 
nions  againft  fo  many  powers  united 
to  opprefs  her,  excited  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  all  Europe.  Her  love  of 
juftice  is  fo  great,  that  fhe  imme¬ 
diately  defifts  from  any  pretenfions 
fhe  has  formed,  which  are  not  re- 
concileable  with  it,  when  fhe  is 
fhewn  that  they  are  not  fo.  Though 
the  king  of  Pruffia  knows  that  fhe 
bears  him  a  grudge  (which  fhe  will 
carry  with  her  to  her  grave),  he  is 
fo  fatisfied  of  the  general  reditude 
of  her  principles,  that  whenevdr 
they  have  a  difpute,  his  only  care 
is  to  have  his  reafons  properly 
ftated  to  the  emprefs  herfelf  by  his 
ambaffador.  The  nobility  of  Ge¬ 
noa,  as  I  was  informed  by  an  of¬ 
ficer  who  took  a  great  part  in  the 
revolution  of  1746,  exclaimed  with 
one  voice,  “  O,  if  it  were  pofiible 
“  to  bring  our  grievances  before 
“  the  emprefs  herfelf,  we  fhould  be 
“  fure  of  obtaining  relief.”  The 
cry  of  thefe  republicans,  at  the  time 
when  they  were  moft  forely  oppref- 
fed  by  Auftrian  armies,  was  the 


fineft  praife  that  Therefa  could  have 
heard, — but  fhe  heard  it  not. 

Amidft  the  various  fpecies  of 
knowledge  fhe  poftefTes,  there  is 
one  which  unluckily  fails  her,  rhe 
knowledge  of  mankind.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  cuftom  of  her  houfe,  fhe 
was  bred  up  in  an  elevation  which 
has  not  allowed  of  her  feeing  with 
her  own  eyes  the  neceflities  of  ordi¬ 
nary  life,  and  the  true  interefts  of 
the  people  fhe  reigns  over.  Her 
whole  education  was  fo  conduded 
as  to  make  her  the  dupe  of  flat¬ 
terers,  who  made  her  believe  that 
nobles  and  priefts  were  a  fuperior 
order  of  men  to  laymen  and  com¬ 
mon  people.  Priefts  and  flatterers 
have  at  times  betrayed  her  into 
adions  which  her  heart  would  fhud- 
der  at,  if  fhe  could  fee  them  in 
their  right  light.  An  inftance  of 
this  was  given  fome  years  ago, 
when,  in  an  infurredion  of  the  Bo¬ 
hemian  peafants,  the  emperor  en¬ 
deavoured  to  obtain  the  abolition 
of  the  feudal  tenures.  This  he  did 
becaufe  he  knew  the  true  fituation 
of  thefe  poor  flaves,  who  ^did  not 
themfelves  know  what  they  defired, 
but  were  only  driven  to  what  they 
did  by  hunger.  There  was  indeed 
little  to  lay  to  their  charge  befides 
having  hunted  fome  barons  out  of 
bed  ;  but  the  wives  of  the  Bohe¬ 
mian  nobles  fo  far  prevailed  upon 
the  emprefs,  with  their  tears,  that 
foldiers  were  fent  into  the  country, 
and  many  poor  people  were  hanged 
as  traitors,  who  were  in  fad  only 
the  vidims  of  hunger.  As  this 
happened  in  the  memorable  year  of 
fcarcity  over  all  Europe,  when  Bo¬ 
hemia,  notwithftanding  the  natural 
riches  of  its  agriculture,  was  re¬ 
duced  to  the  greateft  neceflity,  and 
as  the  emperor  well  knew  that  the 
•  principal 
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principal  caufe  of  it  was  owing  to 
the  avarice  of  the  great  landlords, 
particularly  of  the  priefts,  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  take  off  the  lervitude 
of  the  lower  orders  ;  but  his  mo¬ 
ther’s  attachment  to  the  nobility 
prevented  a  meafure,  which  would 
have  made  a  country  fo  favoured 
by  nature  as  Bohemia  is,  one  of  the 
mod  floui idling  in  the  world.  The 
emprels  made  it  a  matter  of  con¬ 
ference  to  deprive  a  fmall  part  of 
her  fubjefls  of  the  lead  part  of  their 
income  by  fuch  a  meafure,  but  never 
bethought  herfelf,  that  the  nobility 
and  prieds  continued  in  idlenefs  the 
l'weat  and  blood  of  lo  many  thoufand 
paople. 

A  defpotic  prince,  who  has  not 
a  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  world, 
to  fee  through  the  people  who  fur- 
round  him,  is  the  mod  dependant 
man  in  his  country.  Notwithftand- 
ing  all  her  attention  to  fo  many 
various  matters,  and  notwithstand¬ 
ing  all  her  power,  the  good  cm* 
prefs  cannot  prevent  herfelf  from 
being  cheated  by  all  who  approach 
her.  She  imagines  that  fhe  pre¬ 
vents  every  lin  by  her  eftablifh- 
jnents  of  chadity,  and  does  not 
know  how  many  adukereffes  die 
makes  by  them.  She  would  mdeed 
be  adonifhed,  if  flie  could  fee  only 
a  part  of  the  horns,  which  the  men 
of  this  place  carry  about  with  them 
under  their  peruques.  It  is  faid, 
that  the  emprels  infifts  upon  the 
young  women,  particularly  thofe 
who  are  brought  up  in  the  There- 
fianum,  tying  their  hair,  &c.  in  a 
particular  manner  ;  but,  notwith¬ 
standing  thefe  ribbands  of  chadity, 
1  have  been  affined  by  a  counters, 
who  was  brought  up  in  this  femi- 
nary,  that  groffer  vices  prevail¬ 


ed  there,  than  any  againft  which 
the  commillion  of  chadity  is  diredt- 
ed.  I  know  a  woman,  who  in  or- 
der  to  get  herfelf,  and  her  handfomc 
daughter  a  maintenance,  procured 
the  latter  an  engagement  upon  a 
fmall  theatre,  which  hardly  brings 
her  in  enough  to  buy  pins  for  her 
hair.  We  know  that  at  Paris  the 
theatre  is  more  a  title  to  a  mainte¬ 
nance  than  a  maintenance  of  itfelf ; 
but  there  is  this  difference  betwixt 
the  countries,  here  the  mother  car¬ 
ries  her  cheap  daughter  from  a  re- 
hearfal  to  church,  where  both  tell 
their  beads  with  down-cad  eyes, 
and  the  mod  pious  looks,  in  order 
to  bring  themfelves  into  a  reputa¬ 
tion  of  fan&ity  with  the  police.  By 
this  means,  perfons  who  love  their 
pleafures,  and  yet  wifh  to  be  well 
with  the  emprefs,  know  no  better 
way  of  compafiing  both  thefe  ob¬ 
jects,  than  by  viliting  the  churches. 
Another  indance  of  hypocrify. 
There  is  a  well  known  man  of 
letters  here,  •who  tr (inflated a  prayer- 
hook  from  the  French,  and  dedi¬ 
cated  it  to  the  emprefs  as  an  ori¬ 
ginal  compofition,  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  a  place,  together  with 
the  prefent  cudomary  upon  thofe 
occadons.  The  plan  fucceeded  ;  the 
emprefs  confidered  him  as  a  pious 
man,  and  he  had  a  reward  *  but  be 
was  fo  lod  to  fhame,  as  to  make 
fport  of  the  good  woman’s  credulity 
in  the  circle  of  his  friends.  The 
fame  thing  takes  place  with  regard 
to  the  prohibition  of  books.  The 
queen  would  fink  to  the  ground,  if 
fhe  could  fee  one  of  the  thoufand 
private  libraries  in  Vienna,  which 
contain  all  the  heretical,  and  all  the 
fcandalous  writers  which  fhe  con¬ 
ceives  her  college  of  cenfure,  and 

her 
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her  Index  Expurgatorhis,  which  is 
thicker  than  that  of  Rome,  to  have 
banifhed  from  the  country  for  ever. 
So  it  is  with  feveral  of  her  other 
institutions,  the  inefficacy  of  which 
fhews  they  are  fit  for  nothing  but 
to  make  hypocrites. 


A  fummary  Account  and  Hi  dory  of  the 
famous  All  Bey.  ‘ —  From  Ivlonfitur 
Volney’s  *1  ravels  through  Syria 
and  Egypt. 

*  HP  H  E  bilth  of  Ali  Bey  is 
J[„  fubjett  to  the  fame  uncer* 

taint v 


*  Since  this  chapter  was  written,  M.  Savary  has  publiffied  two  more  volumes 
on  Egypt,  in  one  of  which  is  the  life  of  this  fame  Ali  Bey.  I  expected  to  have 
found  iD  it  particulars  proper  to  verify  or  correct  my  own  narrative  ;  but  what 
was  nsy  aftonifhmen*  to  perceive,  we  have  hardly  a  fingle  circumftance  in  com¬ 
mon  ?  This  difagreement  was  fo  much  the  more  unpleafing  to  me,  fince,  as  I 
have  already  differed  from  him  on  feveral  other  fubjefts,  it  may  leem,  to  many 
readers,  as  if  1  made  a  point  of  contradiXing  that  traveller.  But,  befides  that  I 
am  not  perfonally  acquainted  with  M.  Savary,  ]  protelf,  that  fuch  partiality  is  no 
part  of  my  charaXer.  How  then  does  it  happen  that,  having  been  upon  the  lame 
fpot,  having  neceffarily  drawn  our  materials  from  like  fources,  our  accounts 
fhould  be  fo  different  ?  I  confefs,  I  cannot  well  dicover  the  reafon  ;  all  I  can  fay 
is,  that,  during  the  fix  months  I  lived  at  Cairo,  I  carefully  enquired  of  fuch  of 
our  merchants,  and  Chriftian  traders,  as,  from  long  refidence  in  the  country,  and 
being  perfons  of  underftanding,  appeared  to  me  likely  to  give  the  moft  authentic 
teftimony.  I  found  them  agreed  on  the  principal  fails,  and  I  had  the  advantage 
of  hearing  the  relations  they  gave  me  confirmed  by  a  Venetian  merchant  (M.  C. 
Rofetti)  who  was  one  of  the  confidential  friends  of  Ali  Bey,  and  the  counfellor 
and  promoter  of  his  connexions  with  the  Ruffians,  and  his  projeXs  refpeXing 
the  commerce  of  India.  In  Syria  I  have  met  with  great  numbers  who  had  been 
eye-witneffes  of  the  principal  events  in  the  hiltory  of  Shaik- Daher  and  Ali  Bey  ; 
and,  from  their  teftimony,  have  been  able  to  afeertain  the  degree  of  credit  due  to 
the  information  I  received  in  Egypt.  During  eight  months  I  refided  among  the 
Druzes,  I  learnt  from  the  billion  of  Aleppo,  formerly  biffiop  of  Acre,  a  thoufand 
anecdotes,  the  more  indubitable,  as  Ibrahim  Sabbar,  the  minifter  cf  Daher,  was 
frequently  in  his  houfe.  In  Paleftine  I  have  lived  with  Chriftians  and  Muffulmen, 
who  had  been  officers  under  Daher,  were  at  the  firft  liege  of  Yafa  (Joppa)  with 
Ali  Bey,  and  defended  that  place  in  the  fecond  againft  Mohammad  $ey.  I  have 
been  on  the  fpot,  and  examined  all  the  necefiary  witneffes.  I  have  received  hifto- 
rical  notes  from  the  Venetian  agent  at  Yafa,  who  had  a  conliderable  ffiare  in  all 
thefe  troubles.  Thcfe  are  the  materials  from  which  I  have  compiled  my  narrative. 
Not  but  I  have  met  with  fome  circumtiances  which  are  differently  related.  But 
from  fuch  what  hiftory  is  free  ?  Are  there  not  ten  different  relations  of  the  battle 
of  Fontenoy  ?  All  we  can  hope  is  to  colleX  what  is  moll  probable;  for  I  cannot 
but  confefs  I  have  myfelf  been  frequently  convinced,  on  this  occalion,  how  difficult 
it  is  to  afeertain  the  real  truth  in  any  hiftorjcal  faffs- 

Not  but  I  have  heard  before  feveral  of  the  ftories  related  by  M.  Savary,  who 
cannot  be  accufed  of  having  invented  them  himfelf,  lor  his  account  is  taken, 
word  for  word,  from  an  Engliffi  book,  printed  in  1783,  and  entitled  A  Hiftory  of 
the  Revolt  oj  AH  Bey,  though  there  are  only  forty  pages  appropriated  to  that  lubjeft, 
the  remainder  being  common  place  remarks  on  the  manners  and  geography  of 
the  country.  I  was  at  Cairo  when  the  public  papers  gave  an  account  ol  this 
work  ;  and  I  well  recolleX  that  when  our  merchants  heard  of  Maria,  wife  of  Ali 
Bey  ;  of  the  Greek  Daoud,  his  father,  and  his  finding  his  fon,  as  Jacob  found 
Jofeph,  they  were  ftrangely  fm  pi  i(ed,  and  laughed  heartily  at  the  tales  trumped 
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tainty  as  that  of  the  Mamlouks  in 
general,  who,  fold  by  their  parents, 
or  carried  off  by  their  enemies,  at 
a  very  early  age,  feldom  remember 
much  of  their  origin  or  their  coun¬ 
try  ;  or  if  they  do,  conceal  them. 
"The  opinion  the  mod  general  re- 
fpe&ing  Ali  is,  that  he  was  born 
among  the  Abazans,  a  people  in- 
haditing  Mount  Caucaius,  and 
which  furniibes  the  (laves  in  great- 
eft  requeit  *.  The  merchants,  who 
carry  on  this  traffic,  brought  him  to 
one  of  their  annual  fal.es,  at  Cairo, 
where  he  was  purchafed  by  the 
brothers  Ifaac  and  Youfef,  Jews, 
employed  in  the  cuftom-houfe,  who 
made  a  pr^fent  of  him  to  Ybrahim 
Kiaya,.  It  is  fuppofed  he  might 
then  be  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
years  old  ;  but,  in  the  Raft,  neither 
Mahometans  nor  Chriftians  keeping 
any  regifters  of  births,  their  precife 
age  is  never  known. 

Ali  performed  for  his  patron  the 
ufual  fervices  of  the  Mamlouks, 
which  are  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
the  pages  to  our  princes.  He  re¬ 
ceived  the  cuftoinary  education, 
which  con  (ids  in  learning  to  ma¬ 
nage  a  horfe  well,  fire  the  carbine 
and  piftol,  throw  the  djerid,  uie  the 
fabre,  and  even  a  little  reading  and 


writing.  In  all  thefe  exercifes  he 
difplayed  an  activity  and  fire  which 
obtained  him  the  (urname  of  djen- 
daliy  or  madman.  But  the  folici- 
tude  of  ambition  foon  moderated 
this  exceffive  warmth.  About  the 
age  of  eighteen  or  twenty,  his  pa¬ 
tron  fuffered  him  to  let  his  beard 
grow,  that  is  to  fay,  gave  him  his 
freedom;  for,  among  the  Turks, 
to  want  mudachios  and  beard,  is 
thought  fit  only  for  (laves  and  wo¬ 
men  ;  and  hence  arifes  the  unfa¬ 
vourable  impreffion  they  receive  on 
the  firft  fight  of  an  European. 
When  he  had  made  him  free,  Ibra¬ 
him  gave  him  a  wife  and  revenues, 
promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  Kachef, 
or  governor  of  a  didridt,  and,  at 
length,  procured  him  to  be  elected 
one  of  the  four-and-twenty  beys. 

Thefe  fucceffive  promotions,  and 
the  power  and  riches  he  acquired, 
awakened  the  ambition  of  Ali  Bey, 
The  death  of  his  patron,  which 
happened  in  1757,  opened  a  free 
courfe  for  his  projects.  He  en¬ 
gaged  in  every  intrigue  for  railing 
or  difplacing  the  chiefs,  and  was 
the  principal  author  of  the  ruin  of 
Rodoan  Kiaya.  After  Rodoan  va¬ 
rious  fa&ions  alternately  advanced 
their  leaders  into  his  ftatjpn.  He  who 


up  in  Europe.  It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  for  the  Englilh  faftor,  who  was  in 
Egypt  in  1771,  to  appeal  to  the  authority  of  the  Kiaya  of  Ali  Bey,  and  a  number 
of  Beys  whom  he  confulted,  without  underflanding  Arabic ;  he  can  never  be 
looked  upon  as  well  informed.  I  fufpefl  him  the  more  fince  he  fets  out  with  an 
unpardonable  error,  in  afferting  that  the  country  of  Abaza  is  the  fame  as  that,of 
Amefea  :  for  one  of  thefe  is  a  country  of  Caucafus,  ftretching  towards  the  Cuban  j 
and  the  other  a  city  of  ancient  Cappadocia,  or  modern  Natolia.  To  conclude, 
we  may  find  at  Paris  Memoirs  of  Ali  Bey ,  collected  by  a  perfon  of  di(h’n6lion, 
who  has  been  in  Egypt,  as  well  as  M.  Savary  and  myfelf,  and  thofe  Memoirs 
will  fatisfy  all  doubts  which  may  remain  on  this  fubjefl. 

*  The  Turks  hold  the  Tcherkaffes,  or  Circaffian  (laves,  in  the  higheft  eftimation  ; 
next  to  them  the  Abazans,  next  the  Mingrelians,  after  them  the  Georgians,  after 
them  the  Ruffians  and  the  Poles,  next  the  Hungarians  and  the  Germans,  then  the 
Negroes,  and,  laft  of  all,  the  Spaniards,  Maltefe,  and  other  Franks,  whom  they 
defpife  as  drunkards,  debauchees,  idle,  and  mutinous. 

•  ,  occupied 
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occupied  it  in  1762,  was  Abd-el- 
Rahman,  of  little  confequence  hiin- 
felf,  but  fupported  by  ieveral  con- 
federate  houfes.  Ali  was  then 
Shaik-el-beled,  and  l'eized  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  Abd-el-Rahman  was 
conducing  the  caravan  of  Mecca  to 
get  him  exiled  ;  but  he  himfelf  had 
his  turn,  and  was  condemned  to  re¬ 
tire  to  Gaza.  Gaza,  dependent  on 
a  Tuikifli  pacha,  was  neither  fo 
agreeable  nor  fo  fecure  a  refidence 
as  to  tempt  him  to  make  it  his 
abode  ;  he  therefore  only  made  a 
feint  of  taking  that  route,  and,  on 
the  third  day,  turned  towards  the 
Said,  where  he  wasjoined  by  his  par- 
tizans. 

He  refided  two  years  at  Djirdja, 
where  he  matured  his  plans  for  ob¬ 
taining  and  fecuring  that  power 
to  which  he  fo  ardently  afpired. 
The  friends  his  money  had  gained 
him  at  Cairo  having  at  length  pro¬ 
cured  his  recall,  in  1766,  he  ap¬ 
peared  fuddenly  in  that  city,  and 
in  one  night  flew  four  beys,  who 
were  his  enemies,  exiled  four  others, 
and  became,  from  that  time,  the 
chief  ef  the  molt  numerous  party. 
As  he  had  now  poiTefTed  himfejf  of 
the  whole  authority,  he  refolved  to 
employ  it  ftiJl  further  to  promote 
his  ambitious  views.  No  longer 
contented  with  the  trivial  title  of 
Bey,  he  could  not  fubmit  to  the 
fupremacy  of  the  Porte,  and  aimed 
at  nothing  lefs  than  the  title  of  Sul¬ 
tan  of  Egypt.  To  this  object  all 
his  mealures  tended  ;  he  expelled 
the  pacha,  who  was  only  a  fhadow 
of  representation  ;  he  rcfufed  the 
accullomed  tribute;  and,  in  1768, 
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even  proceeded  to  coil  money  in 
his  own  name  *. 

The  Porte  did  not  fee  without 
indignation,  theie  attacks  on  her 
authority  ;  but  open  war  alone 
could  repel  them,  and  ciicumflances 
were  not  favourable.  Daher,  efla- 
blilhed  in  Acre,  kept  Syria  in  awe  ; 
and  the  Divan  of  Conflantinople, 
occupied  with  the  affairs  of  Poland, 
and  the  pretenfions  of  Ruflia,  be¬ 
llowed  its  whole  attention  on  the 
tranlaftions  in  the  north.  The 
ufual  method  of  rapidjis  was  had 
recourfe  to  ;  but  poilon,  or  the 
poinaid,  always  anticipated  the 
bow-ftring  they  bore.  Ali  Bey, 
availing  himfelf  of  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  puflied  forward  his  enter- 
prizes  with  fuccefs.  For  feveral 
years  a  port  of  the  Said  had  been 
occupied  by  Arab  fliaiks  under  lit¬ 
tle  fubje&ion  One  of  them,  named 
Hammam,  had  formed  there  a  power 
capable  of  giving  diflurbance.  Ali 
began  by  delivering  himfelf  from  this 
danger  ;  and,  under  pretext  that  this 
fhaik  concealed  a  trealure  entrulled 
to  him  by  Ibrahim  Kiaya,  and  that 
he  harboured  rebels,  ient  a  corps 
of  Mamlouks  again!!  him,  in  1769, 
commanded  by  his  favourite  Mo¬ 
hammad  Bey,  who  detlroyed  in  one 
day  both  Hammam  and  his  power. 

The  end  of  this  year  was  pro¬ 
ductive  of  another  expedition,  which 
in  its  confequences,  muff  have  af- 
fedted  Europe.  Ali  Bey  fitted  out 
foine  veflels  at  Suez,  and,  manning 
them  with  Mamlouks,  ordered  the 
Bey  HafTan  to  fail  with  them  to 
Djedda,  (Gedda),  the  port  of  Mec¬ 
ca,  which  he  was  to  feize  on,  while 


*  After  the  ruin  of  his  affairs,  his  piafters  fell  %o  per  cent,  becaufe  it  was  pretended 
they  were  too  much  debafed  with  alloy  ;  but  a  merchant  fentten  tboufand  of  them 
to  Marfeilles,  and  made  confiderable  profit  by  melting  them  down, 
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a  body  of  cavalry,  under  the  com-  broke  ritit  in  1769.  occupied  all  the 
mand  ol  Mohammad  Bey,  marched  Turkifh  forces  in  the  north.  S-hailj 
by  land  to  take  pofleflion  of  Mecca  Daher,  in  rebellion  agkinft  the 
itlelf,  which  was  given  up  to  plun--  Porte,  was  a  powerful  and  laithfid 
de’r.  His  project  was  to  render  ally  ;  and  the  extortions  of  the 
Djedda  the  emporium  of  the  Indian  pacha  of  Damkicus,  by  dilpofmg 
commerce  ;  and  this  plan,  which  thofe  he  oppreffed  to  revolt,  afford- 
was  faggefted  by  a  young  Venetian  ed  the  moft  favourable  opportunity 
merchant  *,  who  po'fleifed  his  con-  of  invading  his  government,  and 
fidence,  was  to  make  Europe  aban-  meriting  the  title  of  the  deliverer 
don  the  paffage  by  the  Cape  of  of  nations. 

Good  Hope,  by  iubftituiing  the  Ali  faw  perfectly  well  the  advan- 
ancient  route  of  the  Mediterranean,  rage  of  this  pofture  of  affairs,  and 
and  the  Red  Sea  ;  but  the  event  made  no  delay  in  putting  his  forces 
has  proved  that  the  attempt  was  too  in  motion.  Ail  his  meaiures  being 
precipitate,  and,  that  before  gold  at  length  taken,  he  detached,  in 
is  introduced  into  a  country,  laws  1770,  under  the  corimiand  of  five 
fhouki  be  eftablifhed.  beys,  a  corps  of  about  five  hundred 

Ali,  the  vanquifher  of  a  petty  Mamlouks,  all  cavalry  (for  they 
prince  of  the  Said,  and  conqueror  never  march  on  foot),  and  fent 
of  the  huts  of  Mecca,  from  this  them  to  take  pcifeffion  of  Gaza,  in 
time  thought  himielf  formed  to  order  to  fecure  an  entrance  into  Pa- 
command  the  whole  world.  His  ieftine.  Oiman,  pacha  of  Damaf- 
courbcrs  told  him  he  was  as  power-  cus,  no  looner  heard  of  the  invafion, 
ful  as  the  fultan  of  Conliantinople,  than  he  flew  to  arms.  The  Mam- 
knd  lie  believed  his  courtiers.  Had  louks,  terrified  at  his  a&ivity,  and 
he  eXercifed  his  reafon,  he  would  the  number  of  his  troops,  held 
have  perceived  that  Egypt,  com-  themfelves  in  readinds  to  fly  at  the 
pared  with  the  reft  of  the  empire,  firft  attack  ;  but  Daher,  the  moft 
confirmed  only  a  very  inconfider-  indefatigable  chief  that  Syria  has 
able  ftate,  and  that  the  feven  or  feen  for  many  Centuries,  haftened 
eight  thouland  cavalry  he  com-  from  Acte,  and  extricated  them 
manded  were  nothing  when  oppofed  from  their  einbarraffment.  Ofman, 
to  a  hundred  thoufand  janifaries,  who  was  encamped  near  Yafa,  fled 
whom  the  fultan  had  at  his  difpolal  :  wirhout  even  offering  battle  ;  and 
but  the  Mamlouks  know  nothing  of  Daher,  making  himielf  mailer  of 
geography  ;  and  Ali,  who  viewed  Yafa,  Ramla,  and  ali  Paleftine, 
Egypt  near,  found  it  much  larger  opened  a  road  for  the  grand  army  he 
than  Turkey  at  a  diftance.  He  de-  expehled. 

ter  mined  theretore  to  commence  This  arrived  about  the  end  of 
his  conquefts  :  Syria,  which  was  in  February  1771  :  and  the  gazettes 
his  neighbourhood,  naturally  pi  e-  of  that  time,  ftating  it  at  fixty  thou- 
fented  the  firft  objefl,  and  every  fund  men,  induced  Europe  to  be¬ 
cking  was  favourable  to  his  views,  lieve  it  was  an  army  fimilar  to  thole 
The  war  with  the  Ruftikns,  which  of  Ruffia  or  Germany  ;  but  the 

*  M.  C.  Rofetti ;  his  brother,  Balthazar  Rofetti,  was  to  be  made  commifflorier 
of  the  culloms  at  Djedda, 

T  urks, 
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Turks,  and  more  efpecially  thofe 
of  Afia,  differ  dill  more  from 
the  Europeans  in  their  military 
than  their  civil  cuftoms.  Sixty 
thoufand  men  with  them  are  very 
far  from  being  fynonimous  with 
fix ty  thoutand  loldiers,  as  in  our 
armies.  That  of  which  we  are  now 
fpeaking  affords  a  proof  of  this ;  it 
might  amount  in  fa6t  to  forty  thou¬ 
fand  men,  which  may  be  clafled  as 
follows.  Five  thoufand  Mamlouk 
cavalry,  which  was  the  whole  effec¬ 
tive  army  ;  about  fifteen  hundred 
Barbary  Arabs  on  foot,  and  no  other 
infantry,  for  the  Turks  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  none  ;  with  them, 
the  cavalry  is  every  thing-  Be- 
fides  thefe,  each  Mamlouk  having 
fn  his  fuite  two  footmen,  armed  with 
ftaves,  thefe  would  form  a  body  of 
ten  thoufand  valets  ;  befides  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fervants  and  ferradjis,  or  at¬ 
tendants  on  hotfeback,  for  the  beys 
and  kachefs,  which  may  be  efti- 
mated  at  two  thoufand  :  all  the  red 
were  futlers,  and  the  ulual  train  of 
followers. 

Such  was  this  army,  as  defciibed 
to  me  in  Paled ine  by  perfons  who 
had  feen  and  followed  it.  It  was 
commanded  by  the  ftiend  of  Ali, 
Mohammad  ‘Bey,  furnamed  Abouda- 
baby  or  father  of  gold,  from  the 
luxury  of  his  tent  and  caparifons. 
As  to  order  and  diicipline,  thefe 
mud  not  be  mentioned.  The  ar¬ 
mies  of  the  Turks  and  Mamlouks 
are  nothing  but  a  confufed  multi¬ 
tude  of  horfemen,  without  uniforms, 
on  horfes  of  all  dzes  and  colours, 
riding  without  either  keeping  their 
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ranks,  or  obferving  any  regular 
order. 

This  rabble  took  the  road  to 
Acre,  leaving,  wherever  they  puffed, 
fuffieient  marks  of  their  w&nt  of  dis¬ 
cipline  and  rapacity.  At  Acre,  a 
junftion  was  formed  with  the  troops 
of  Shaik  Daher,  which  confided  of 
fifteen  huia^red  Salad  ians  *,  on 
borfeback,  and  commanded  by  hi s 
Ion  Ali  ;  twelve  hundred  Motualis 
cavalry,  having  for  their  leader  the 
Shaik  Nafif,  and  about  one  thoufand 
Mograbian  infantry.  This  union 
eife&ed,  and  their  plan  -concerted, 
they  proceeded  towards  Damafcus 
fome  time  in  the  month  of  April. 
Oiinan  had  employed  this  interval 
in  preparations,  and  had,  on  his 
fide,  colle<5led  an  army  equally  nu¬ 
merous  and  ill- regulated.  The  pa¬ 
chas  of  Said  f,  Tripoli,  and  Alep¬ 
po,  had  joined  with  him  their  forces, 
and  were  waiting  for  the  enemy 
under  the  walls  of  Damafcus. 

The  reader  muft  not  here  figure 
to  himfelf  a  number  of  complicated 
and  artificial  movements,  fuch  as 
thofe  which,  within  the  lafl  century, 
have  reduced  war  with  us  to  a  fcience 
of  fyftem  and  calculation.  The 
Afiatics  are  unacquainted  with  the 
firfi  elements  of  this  conduct.  Their 
armies  are  mobs,  their  marches  ra¬ 
vages,  their  campaigns  mere  in¬ 
roads,  and  their  battles,  bloody 
frays  ;  the  ftrougefi,  or  the  moft 
adventurous  party  goes  in  fearch. 
of  the  other,  which  not  unfrequently 
flies  without  offering  refiftance  ;  if 
they  (land  their  gtound,  they  en¬ 
gage  pell-mell,  difcharge  their  car- 


*  Daher’s  fubje&s  were  called  by  this  name,  becaufe  his  feat  of  Government  was, 
originally  at  Safad,  a  village  of  Galilee. 

f  Pronounced  Scde,  in  French  j  in  Englifh  Said,  as  above  ;  it  is  the  ancient 
Sidon. 

C  2  bines. 
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bines,  break  their  fpears,  and  hack 
each  other  with  their  fabres,  for  they 
rarely  have  any  cannon  ;  and  when 
they  have  they  are  but  of  little  fer- 
vice.  A  panic  frequently  diffufes 
itfelf  without  caufe  ;  one  party  flies, 
the  other  purfues,  and  fhouts  vic¬ 
tory  ;  the  vanquifhed  fubmit  to  the 
will  of  the  conqueror, sand  the  cam¬ 
paign  often  terminates  without  a 
battle. 

Such,  in  a  great  meafure,  were 
the  military  operations  in  Syria,  in 
1771.  The  combined  army  of  Ali 
Bey  and  Daher  marched  to  Damaf- 
cus.  The  pachas  waited  for  them  ; 
they  approached,  artd,  on  the  6th 
of  J  une,  a  decifive  adlion  rook  place  : 
the  Mamlouks  and  Safadians  ruflied 
with  fo  much  fury  on  the  Turks, 
that,  terrified  at  the  carnage,  they 
immediately  took  to  flight,  and  the 
pachas  were  not  the  la  ft  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  make  their  efcape.  The 
allies  became  roafters  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  took  pofleflion  of  the  city 
without  oppofnion,  there  being  nei¬ 
ther  walls  nor  foldiers  to  defend  it. 
The  caftl^  alone  reftfted.  Its  ruin¬ 
ed  fortifications  had  not  a  Angle 
cannon,  much  lefs  gunners  ;  but  it 
was  furrounded  by  a  muddy  ditch, 
and  behind  the  ruins  were  polled  a 
few  mufqucteers,  and  thefe  alone 
were  fuflicient  to  check  this  army 
of  cavalry.  As  the  befieged,  how¬ 
ever,  were  already  conquered  by 
their  fears,  they  capitulated  the  third 
day,  and  the  place  w as  to  be  fur- 
renOered  the  next  morning,  when 
at  day-break  a  moil  extraordinary 
revolution  took  place. 

At  the  moment  that  the  fignal  of 
Surrender  was  expected,  Moham¬ 
mad  fuddenly  commanded  a  retreat, 


and  ali  his  cavalry  turned  toward 
Egypt.  In  vain  did  the  aftonifhed 
Ali-Daber  and  Nafif  fly  to  demand 
the  caufe  of  lo  firange  a  meafure  : 
the  Mamlouk  made  no  other  repiy 
to  their  reiterated  queftions,  than  a 
haughty  menace  j  and  the  whole 
army  decamped  in  confufion.  Nor 
was  this  merely  a  retreat,  but  a 
pofitive  flight  ;  they  feemed  as  if 
hotly  purfued  by  a  victorious  enemy  ; 
the  road  from  Damafcus  to  Cairo 
was  covered  with  men  on  foot, 
fcattered  horfemen,  and  (tores  and 
baggage  they  had  abandoned.  This 
Angular  occurrence  was  attributed, 
at  the  time,  to  a  pretended  report 
of  the  death  of  Air  Bey  ;  but  the 
real  folution  of  the  enigma  was  a 
fecret  conference  which  pafled  at 
night  in  the  tent  of  Mohammad 
Bey.  Ofman,  finding  himfelf  too 
weak  to  oppofe  thefe  combined 
forces,  had  recourfe  to  artifice.  He 
contrived  to  introduce  to  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  general  a  crafty  agent,  who, 
under  pretence  of  propofing  terms 
of  peace,  endeavoured  to  difle- 
nrinate  difcord  and  revolt.  He 
infinuated  to  Mohammad  that  the 
part  he  was  acting  was  equally  ill 
befitting  his  honour,  and  contrary 
to  his  intereft  ;  that  he  was  deceiv¬ 
ed  in  imagining  the  fultan  wouid 
leave  unpunifhed  the  offences  of 
Ali  Bey  ;  that  it  was  a  facrilege  to 
violate  fo  holy  a  city  as  Damafcus, 
one  of  the  two  gates  of  the  Caa¬ 
ba  *  i  that  he  was  aftonifbed  that 
Mohammad  ffv.uld  prefer  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  a  (lave  of  the  fultan,  to  that 
of  the  fultan  himfelf,  and  that  he 
fbould  fct  up  a  fecond  mafter  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  fbvereign  ;  be- 
fides,  that  it  was  evident  this  mafter. 


*  The  two  great  caravans  which  make  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  fet  out  from 
Cairo  and  Damafcus. 

by 
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by  daily  expofing  him  to  frefh  dan¬ 
gers,  was  Sacrificing  him  both  to 
hs  own  perfonal  ambition,  and  to 
the  jealoufy  of  his  kiaya,  the  Copt 
Rezk. 

Thcfe  realbns,  and  especially  the 
two  latter,  which  were  founded  on 
indifputable  fa£ts,  made  a  ftrong 
irapreffion  on  Mohammad  and  his 
beys  :  they  immediately  held  a 
council,  and  Swore  Solemnly  by  the 
Sabre  and  the  Koran,  to  return 
without  delay  to  Cairo.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  determination,  they 
decamped  So  Suddenly,  and  aban¬ 
doned  their  conquefts  with  Such  pre¬ 
cipitation,  that  the  repoit  oS  their 
coming  preceded  their  arrival  at 
Cairo  only  by  fix  hours.  Ali  Bey 
was  Struck  with  terror,  and  wifihed 
to  have  puniShed  his  general  upon 
the  Spot  ;  but  Mohammad  appeared 
lo  well  Supported,  that  it  was  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  attempt  any  thing  againft 
his  perlon  ;  it  was  neceffary  to  dif- 
lemble,  and  Ali  Bey  Submitted  to 
this  with  the  leSs  difficulty,  as  he 
owed  his  Sortune  to  his  diffimulation 
much  moie  than  to  his  courage. 

Though  thus  deprived,  at  one 
ftroke,  of  the  fruits  of  So  expenfive 
a  war,  Ali  Bey  did  not  renounce 
his  projects.  He  continued  to  Send 
iuccours  to  his  ally,  Daber,  and 
prepared  a  Second  army  for  the 
campaign  of  1772;  but  fortune, 
weary  of  effefting  more  for  him  than 
his  own  abilities  could  have  accom- 
pliflied,  ceafed  to  Savour  him. 

The  firft  reverie  he  expeiienced 
was  in  the  lofs  of  Several  cayaifes, 
or  boats,  loaded  with  rice,  for 
Shaik  Daiier,  which  were  taken  by 
a  Ruffian  privateer,  within  fight  of 
Damietta  ;  but  another,  and  (fill 
more  Serious  accident,  was  the  eicape 
of  Mohammad  Bey.  Ali  Bey  could 


not  eafily  forget  the  affair  of  Da- 
mafcus  ;  nevertheless,  from  the  re¬ 
mains  of  that  affection  we  retain 
for  thofe  whom  we  have  Served, 
he  could  not  bring  himlelf  to  re- 
Solve  on  having  recourfe  to  violence, 
when  an  exprefiion  made  ufe  of  by 
the  Venetian  merchant  who  enjoyed 
his  confidence  fixed  his  wavering  re- 
lolution. 

“  Have  the  Sultans  of  the  Franks," 
Said  Ali  Bey,  one  day,  to  that  Euro¬ 
pean  *,  “  children  as  rich  as  my 
“  fon  Mohammad  ?”  “  No,  feig- 
“  nior,”  replied  the  courtier,  they 
“  are  careful  of  that,  for  they  think 
“  that  when  children  become  too 
“  great,  they  are  often  in  hafte  to 
“  enjoy  their  inheritance."  This 
insinuation  went  to  the  heart  of  Ali 
Bey.  From  that  moment  he  be¬ 
held  in  Mohammad  a  dangerous 
rival,  and  refolved  his  ruin.  To 
effett  this,  without  rifk,  he  firft  fe$t 
dire&ions  to  all  the  gates  of  Cairo, 
that  no  Mamlouk  Should  be  Suffered 
to  pafs  in  the  evening,  or  at  night  ; 
he  then  ordered  Mohammad  into 
immediate  exile  in  the  Said.  By 
thele  oppofite  orders  he  imagined 
Mohammad  would  be  flopped  at 
the  gates,  and  that,  the  keepers 
raking  him  into  cuftody,  he  Should 
eafily  free  himfelf  from  his  Sears  ; 
but  chance  disconcerted  thefe  vague 
and  timid  meafures.  Mohammad, 
by  lome  miftake  was  Suppofed  to 
be  charged  with  private  orders  from 
Ali.  He  and  his  retinue  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  pafs,  and  from  this  moment 
all  was  loft.  Ali  Bey,  informed  of 
his  flight,  gave  orders  to  purfue 
him  ;  but  Mohammad  appeared  So 
well  prepared  and  determined  that 
none  dared  attack  him.  He  retired 
into  the  Said,  foaming  with  rage, 
and  thirfting  for  vengeance.  Even 


*  This  anecdote  I  received  from  that  merchant. 
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after  bis  arrival  there,  he  had  ano¬ 
ther  narrow  efcape.  Ayoub  Bey, 
an  officer  of  Ali’s,  feigning  great 
cieteftation  of  the  injuftice  of  his 
mafter,  received  Mohammad  with 
tranfport,  and  fwore  upon  his  fabre 
and  the  Koran,  to  fhare  his  fortune  ; 
but,  a  few  days  after,  letters  were 
intercepted  from  this  fame  Ayoub, 
to  Ah,  in  which  he  promifed  him, 
without  deky,  the  head  of  his 
enemy.  Mohammad,  having  dif- 
covered  the  plot,  feiz^ed  the  traitor  ; 
and,  after  cutting  off  his  hands  and 
tongtre,  fent  him  to  Cairo  to  receive 
the  recompense  of  his  patroru 

The  M  a  in  1  on  k  s ,  h  o  w  e  ve  r ,  wearied 
with  the  infolence  of  Ali  Bey,  re¬ 
paired  in  crowds  to  his  rival  ;  and, 
in  about  fa  weeks,  Mohammad 
law  himfelf  lufficiently  ftrong  to 
leave  the  Said,  and  marched  to- 
waids  Cairo.  Ali  Bey,  on  his  fide, 
fent  his  troops  again#  him  j  but 
feveral  of  them  likewife  deferred  to 
the  enemy  :  at  length,  in  the  month 
of  April  1:772,  the  armies  had  a 
rencounter  in  the  plain  of  EhMa- 
fateb,  at  the  gates  o«  Cairo,  the 
iffue  of  which  was,  that  Mohammad 
and  his  party  entered  the  city,  fabre 
In  hand.  Ali  Bev?  having  barely 
time  to  make  his  efcape  with  eight 
hundred  of  his  Mamlouks,  repaired 
to  Gaza,  for  the  fir#  time  in  his  life, 
and  endeavoured  to  get  to  Acre, 
to  join  bis  ally,  Daher  ;  hut  the 
inhabitants  of  Nablous  and  Yafa 
cut  off  his  retreat  ;  and  Daher  him¬ 
felf  was  obliged  to  open  him  a  paf- 
fage.  The  Arab  received  him  with 
that  fniplicity  and  franknefs  which 
in  all  ages  have  characterized  that 
people,  and  conduced  him  to  Acre. 
It  was  neceffary  to  fuccour  Said 
(Sidon),  then  befieged  by  the  troops 
or  Ofman,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Druzes,  He  accordingly  marched 


to  that  place,  accompanied  by  Aik 
Their  combined  troops  formed  a  body 
of  about  feven  thoufand  cavalry,  and, 
at  their  approach,  the  Turks  raifed 
the  fege,  and  retired  to  a  place' 
a  league  to  the  northward  of  the 
city,  on  the  river  Aoula.  There, 
in  July  1772,  the  moft  coniiderabie 
and  moft  methodical  engagement 
of  the  whole  war  took  place.  The 
Turkifh  army,  three  times  more 
numerous  than  that  of  the  two  al¬ 
lies,  was  entirely  defeated.  The 
feven  pachas  who  commanded  it 
took  to  flight,  and  Said  remained  in 
the  poffeflion  of  Daher,  and  his  go¬ 
vernor  Degnisla. 

Ali  Bey  and  Daher,  on  their 
return  to  Acre,  proceeded  to  dial- 
tife  the  inhabitants  ©f  Yafa,  who 
had  revolted  that  they  might  Con¬ 
vert  to  their  ufe  the  ammunition 
and  clothing  left  there  by  one  of 
All’s  fleets,  before  he  was  expelled 
from  Cairo.  The  city,  which  was 
held  by  a  fliaik  of  Nablous,  fhut 
its  gates,  and  refolved  to  ftand  the 
fiege.  This  commenced  in  July, 
and  lafted  eight  months,  though 
Yafa  had  no  other  rampart  than  a 
mere  garden-wall,  without  a  ditch  : 
but  in  Syria  and  Egypt  they  know 
ftill  leis  ot  carrying  on  a  fiege  than 
ot  engagements  in  the  field  ;  at 
length,  however,  the  befieged  ca¬ 
pitulated  in  February  1773. 

Ali,  now  feeling  himfelf  difen- 
gaged,  thought  of  nothing  but  his 
return  to  Cairo.  Daher  offered  to 
furniih  him  with  luccours  ;  and  the 
Ruffians,  with  whom  Ali  had  con- 
traded  an  alliance,  while  treating 
of  the  affair  of  the  privateer,  pro¬ 
mifed  to  fecond  him  :  time  however 
was  neceffary  for  collecting  thefe 
fcattered  aids,  and  Ali  became 
impatient.  The  promifes  of  Rezk, 
his  kiaya  and  his  oracle,  rendered 

him 
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him  (liil  more  defirous  to  be  gone- 
Th  is  Copt  never  ceafed  affuriog  him 
that  the  hour  of  his  return  was 
come;  that  the  afpefts  of  the  flars 
were  mod  propitious;  and  that  the 
downfall  of  Mohammad  was  now 
molt  certain.  Alt,  who,  like  all  the 
Turks,  believed  firmly  in  adrology, 
and  who  put  the  greater  faith  in 
Rezk,  becaule  he  believed  his  pre- 
diftions  had  been  often  verified, 
could  no  longer  endure  delay  ;  and 
the  news  he  received  from  Cairo 
completed  his  impatience. 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  letters 
were  fent  him  by  his  friends,  in 
which  they  informed  him  that  the 
people  were  tired  of  his  ungrateful 
flave,  and  that  nothing  but  his  pre- 
fence  was  wanting  to  expel  him. 
He  determined,  therefore,  to  fet  out 
immediately,  and,  without  giving 
the  Ruffians  rime  to  arrive,  depart¬ 
ed  with  his  Mamlouks,  and  fifteen 
hundred  Saladians,  commanded  by 
Oiman,  the  fon  of  Daher;  but  he  was 
ignorant  that  the  letters  from  Cairo 
were  a  ftratagem  of  Mohammad’s, 
and  that  this  bev  had  extorted  them 

J 

by  force,  in  order  to  deceive  and 
lead  him  into  the  fnare  he  was  pre¬ 
paring.  In  faft,  no  looner  had 
A li  advanced  into  the  defert  which 
feparates  Gaza  from  Egypt,  than 
he  fell  in,  near  Salakra,  with  a 
chofen  body  of  a  tnouland  Mam- 
louks,  who  were  lying  in  ambuili, 
waiting  his  arrival  This  corps 
was  commanded  by  the  young  bey, 
Mourad,  who,  being  enamoured  of 
rhe  wife  of  Ali  Bey,  had  obtain¬ 
ed  a  promife  of  her  from  Moham¬ 
mad,  in  cafe  he  could  bring  him 
the  head  of  that  illuftrious  unfortu¬ 
nate.  Scarcely  did  Mourad  per¬ 
ceive  the  dull  which  announced  the 
approach  of  his  enemies,  before  he 
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rufhed  upon  them  with  his  Mam- 
louks,  and  threw  them  into  confu- 
lion.  To  crown  his  good  fortune, 
he  met  with  Ali  in  the  crowd,  at¬ 
tacked  and  wounded  him  in  the 
forehead  with  a  fabre,  made  him 
prifoner,  and  conducted  him  to 
Mohammad.  The  latter,  who  wHs 
encamped  two  leagues  in  the  rear, 
received  his  former  mafter  with  all 
that  exaggerated  refpeft  which  is  fo 
cuftomary  with  the  Turks,  and  that 
fenfibility  which  perfidy  knows  fo. 
well  how  to  feign.  He  provided  4 
magnificent  tent  for  him,  ordered 
him  to  be  taken  the  greatefl  care  of, 
filled  him  a  thoufand  times,  “  his 
“  flave,  who  licked  the  dull  of  his 
“  feet;”  but  the  third  day,  this  pa¬ 
rade  of  politenefs  terminated  by  the 
death  of  Ali  Bey,  who  died,  accord¬ 
ing  to  fome  of  his  wounds ;  or,  as 
others  report,  by  poilon  :  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  both  thefe  accounts  is  fo 
equal,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  de¬ 
cide  between  them. 

Thus  terminated  the  enterprizes 
of  this  celebrated  man,  who  for 
fome  time  engaged  the  attention  of 
Europe,  and  afforded  many  politi¬ 
cians  hopes  of  a  great  revolution. 
That  he  was  an  extraordinary  cha- 
i  after,  cannot  be  denied  ;  but  it  is 
exaggeration  to  place  him  in  the 
clafs  of  great  men  :  the  accounts 
given  of  him  by  witneffes  highly 
worthy  credit,  prove  that  though 
he  poffeffed  the  feeds  of  great  qua¬ 
lities,  the  want  of  culture  prevented 
them  from  coming  to  maturity.  Let 
us  pafs  over  his  credulity  in  aftro- 
logy,  which  more  frequently  in¬ 
fluenced  his  conduft  than  more 
lubftantial  motives  ;  let  fis  not  men¬ 
tion  his  treacheries,  his  perjuries, 
the  murders  even  of  his  benefac- 
tois*,  by  which  he  Acquired,  or 


•  Such  as  Saleh  Bey. 
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maintained  his  power,  the  morality 
of  a  rude  iociety  is  doubt lels  lefs 
rigid  than  that  of  a  well-regulated 
ftate  ;  but,  judging  ambitious  men 
on  their  own  principles,  we  fhall  find 
that  Ali  Bey  either  ill  underflood, 
or  erroneoufly  purfued  his  plan  of 
greatnefs  and  that  it  was  he  him- 
felf  who  paved  the  way  for  his  own 
ruin.  We  are  certainly  jullified  in 
charging  him  with  three  errors : 
Firft,  that  imprudent  third  after 
conqueft,  which  fruitlefsly  exhauft- 
ed  his  revenue,  and  his  forces,  and 
made  him  negleft  the  interior  ad- 
miniftratkm  of  his  own  country. 
Secondly,  the  premature  indolence 
to  which  he  refigned  himfeif,  exe¬ 
cuting  nothing  but  by  his  lieu¬ 
tenants,  which  diminifhed  the  re- 
fpefl  entertained  for  his  perfon  by 
the  Mamlcuks,  and  encouraged  the 
fpirit  of  revolt.  Thirdly,  the  ex- 
ceffive  riches  he  fhowered  on  his 
favourite,  which  procured  him  the 
influence  he  abufed.  Suppofing 
Mohammad  virtuous,  ought  not 
Ali  to  have  dreaded  the  feduftion 
of  flatterers,  who,  in  all  countries, 
are  the  conftant  attendants  on  opu¬ 
lence  ?  In  Ali  Bey,  however,  we 
mud  admire  one  quality,  which  dif- 
tinguifhes  him  from  the  multitude 
of  tyrants  who  have  governed 
Egypt  :  if  a  vicious  education  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  knowing  what 
true  glory  is,  it  is  certain,  at  lead, 
he  was  animated  with  the  defire  of 
obtaining  it  ;  and  this  was  never 
the  portion  of  vulgar  minds.  He 
wanted  nothin?  bur  to  be  advifed 
by  thofe  who  knew  the  true  road 
to  it  j  sod,  among  thofe  who 
are  born  o  command,  how  few 
are  there  who  merit  this  eulo- 
gium  ? 

J  cannot  proceed  without  a  few 
remarks  on  an  obfervation  I  re¬ 


member  to  have  frequently  heard 
made  at  Cairo.  Thofe  among  our 
merchants  who  had  witnefled  the 
reign  of  All,  and  his  downfall,  after 
extolling  his  good  government,  his 
zeal  for  juftice,  and  his  beneficence 
to  the  Franks,  never  failed  to  exprefs 
their  aftonifhment  at  his  not  being 
regretted  by  the  people  ;  and  thence 
took  occafion  to  repeat  thofe  charges 
of  inconftancy  and  ingratitude  with 
which  the  orientals  are  ufually  re¬ 
proached  ;  but  on  maturely  exa¬ 
mining  every  circumftance,  this 
does  not  appear  to  me  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary  as  it  may  at  firfl  feem. 

In  Egypt,  as  in  every  other  coun¬ 
try,  the  judgment  of  the  people  is 
guided  by  the  penury  or  plenty  in 
which  they  live  ;  their  love  or  ha¬ 
tred,  their  cenfure  or  applaufe,  are 
meafured  by  the  eafe  or  difficulty 
with  which  they  can  procure  the 
means  of  fubflftence,  in  confequence 
of  the  adminiftration  of  their  rulers; 
nor  can  this  be  efteemed  an  impro¬ 
per  criterion.  In  vain  may  we  tell 
them  that  the  honour  of  the  empire, 
the  glory  of  the  nation,  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  commerce,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  fine  arts,  re¬ 
quire  fuch  and  fuch  meafures. 
Every  thing  is  luperfeded  by  the 
neceffitries  of  life  ;  and  when  the 
multitude  want  bread,  they  have  at 
ieafl  a  right  to  withhold  their  praife 
and  admiration.  Of  what  conie- 
quence  was  it  to  the  people  of 
Egypt,  that  Ali  Bey  had  conquered 
the  Said,  Mecca,  and  Syria,  if 
ihefe  conquefts  only  augmented,  in- 
ftead  of  relieving  their  burthens  ? 
The  expences  incurred  by  thefe 
wars,  encreaied  the  contributions 
they  were  obliged  to  raife.  The 
expedition  againft  Mecca  alone  coil 
twenty-fix  millions  of  French  livres 
(hove  one  million  eighty-three 
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ihoufand  pounds),  and  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  corn  for  the  ufe  of  the  armies, 
added  to  the  monopoly  ot  tome 
merchants  in  favour,  caufed  a  fa¬ 
mine,  which  delolated  the  country 
during  the  whole  of  the  years  1770 
and  1771-  When,  therefore,  the 
inhabitants  of  Cairo,  and  the  pea- 
fants  in  the  villages,  were  dying 
with  hunger,  what  wonder  il  they 
murmured  againft  Ali  Bey  ?  Who 
can  blame  them  lor  difapprovimg  of 
the  commerce  with  India,  if  all  its 
advantages  were  to  center  in  a  few 
hands?  When  Ali  Bey  expended 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
fand  livies  (above  nine  thouland 
pounds),  in  the  ufelefs  handle  of  a 
kandjar*,  though  jewellers  might 
applaud  his  magnificence,  had  not 
the  people  reaion  to  deleft  his  lux¬ 
ury  ?  This  liberality,  which  his 
couitiers  called  virtue,  the  people, 
at  whofe  expence  it  was  exeiciied, 
were  juftly  entitled  to  ftigmatize  as 
vice.  Had  this  man  any  merit  in 
lavishing  what  coft  him  nothing  ? 
Was  it  an  of  juftice  to  gratify 
his  favourite  at  the  expence  of  his 
people,  or  repay  with  their  money 
his  private  obligations,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  his  purveyor- general  f  ?  It 
mull  be  confefted,  that  the  greateft 
part  of  the  actions  of  Ali  Bey 
were  founded  much  Ids  on  gene¬ 
ral  principles  of  juftice  and  hu¬ 
manity,  than  perlonal  motives  of 


vanity  and  ambition.  Egypt,  in 
his  eyes,  was  his  private  property, 
and  the  people  a  vile  held  ot  worth- 
lets  animals,  of  whom  he  might  dif- 
pole  at  his  pleafure.  Ought  we 
then  to  beaftonifhed,  if  thefe  whom 
he  treated  like  an  imperious  mafter 
have  vilified  his  fame  like  merce¬ 
nary  malecontents  ? 


Particulars  relative  to  Ragonauth 
Row,  ufually  called  Raghobah.— * 
From  the  Afiatic  Mifcellany. 

AGONAUTH  Row  (who  is 
commonly  called  Raghobah) 
is  a  chieftain  of  great  eminence, 
and  the  only  furvivor  of  note  in  the 
family  of  Baujee  Row.  He  for¬ 
merly  fignalized  himfelf  by  very 
confiderable  military  atchievements ; 
for  it  was  he  that  wrefted  the  half 
of  Guzeiat  from  the  hand  of  Dam 
maujee  Kayekvaur,  and  that  afford¬ 
ed  luch  important  aftiftance  to  the 
Navaub  Gauzy  ud  Deen  Khan  in  the 
war  with  the  Jauts,  in  the  time  of 
Ahmed  Shah.  It  was  he,  too  that 
marched  at  the  head  of  100,000 
horfe  againft  the  fon  of  the  Abdau- 
lee  Shaw,  drove  him  from  Lahore 
and  planted  the  Marratta  ftandards 
as  far  a*  the  fliore  of  the  Attock. 
The  Abdaulee  Shaw  was  then  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  war  on  the  fide  of  Kho- 
raf^n ;  but  the  year  following  he 
entered  Hindoftan  with  a  large 


A  po  niard  carried  in  the  belt. 

L  Ali  Bey,  fetting  out  to  go  into  exile,  for  he  was  exiled  no  lefs  than  three 
times,  was  encamped  near  Cairo,  being  allowed  a  deity  of  twenty- four  hours,  to 
pay  his  debts  ;  a  janifary,  named  Haftan,  to  whom  he  owed  five  hundred  fequins 
(one  hundred  and  fifty-fix  pounds),  came  to  find  him.  Ali,  thinking  he  wanted 
his  money,  began  to  make  excufes.  But  Haftan,  producing  five  hundred  more  fe¬ 
quins,  faid  to  him,  “Thou  ait  in  misfortune,  take  thefe  alfo.”  Ali,  confounded 
with  this  generofity,  fwore  by  the  head  of  the  Prophet,  that,  if  ever  he  returned,  he 
would  beftow  on  this  man  unexampled  wealth  ;  and  on  his  return,  created  him 
purveyor-general ;  and  though  he  was  informed  of  the  fcandalous  extortions  of 
Haftan,  never  even  reprimanded  him. 


aimy 
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army  to  chaftife  the  Marrattas,  at  a 
time  when  the  Navaub  Gauzy  ud 
Deen  Khan  was  in  the  country  of 
the  Jauts,  and  under  their  protec¬ 
tion.  On  receiving  news  of  this 
event,  the  PaiiTiwah,  Baulaujee 
Pundet,  told  his  fon  *,  Ragonauth 
Row,  that  he  expected  he  would 
take  upon  him  the  charge  of  this 
expedition  alfo  again!!  the  Abdau- 
iees;  to  which  Ragonauth  Row  re¬ 
plied,  that  he  was  not  averle  to  if, 
if  he  would  grant  him  a  tup  ply  of 
twenty*  lack  f  of  rupees  for  the 
pay  of  his  troops.  But  his  coufm 
Sadailieyah  being  preient,  obierved 
that  the  Marrattas  were  a  privi¬ 
leged  people  ;  that  Wherever  they 
went,  the  country  and  its  revenue 
might  be  confidered  as  their  own  ; 
and  then  afked  Ragonauth  Row 
what  grounds  he  had  for  to  extraor¬ 
dinary  a  demand  ?  To  this  Rago¬ 
nauth  replied  by  making  him  an 
offer  of  the  commiffion,  which  Sa- 
dafhevah  Row  accepted  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  taken  the  command  of'  an  army 
of  90,000  hor;e,  he  fir!!  moved 
with  this  force  again!!  SaRubet 
jeng,  tde  brother  of  the  preient 
Navaub  Nizam  Aly  Khan.  But 
that  prince  having  been  reduced 
to  great  ftraits  lince  the  death  of  the 
late  Navaub  Nadir  jeng,  had  but 
a  Imall  body  of  horle  to  oppofe 
them  ;  and  having  been  funoundcd 
by  the  Marrattas  on  all  tides,  he 
was  obliged  to  give  up  to  them  the 
forts  of  Burhaunpoor  and  AlTair, 
with  a  country  of  iixtv  - five  lack  of 
rupees  par  amum,  befiaes  confider- 
a  ;)1  e  fums  of  ready  money.  Thus 
miiched,  Sadafhevah  Row  took  his 


way  towards  Hindoftan  $  and  on 
his  arrival  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dehly,  laid  claim  §  to  the  empire 
and  the  throne  :  but  his  pride  was 
offeufive  to  the  Mod  High,  by  whofe 
providence  it  happened  that  he  was 
in  a  fliort  time,  hemmed  in  between 
two  formidable  armies,  that  of  the 
Abdauiee  Shaw  attacking  him  in 
front,  and  that  of  the  Navaub  Shu- 
jaa  ud  Dtowlah  and  the  Rohillas 
falling  at  the  fame  time  upon  his 
rear.  Here  enfued  that  famous 
battle,  of  which  thofe  who  were 
eye-witneffes  report  that  it  was  the 
greatef!  ever  fought  in  Hindoffan  : 
for  the  Marrattas  being  befet  with 
enemies  in  front  and  rear,  iaw  no 
poffibility  of  flight,  and  therefore 
refolved  to  fell  their  lives  as  dear  as 
they  could.  Eighty  Marratta  chiefs 
that  rode  on  elephants  were  killed 
on  the  fpot:  but  concerning  Sadafh¬ 
evah  Row  himielt  there  are  differ¬ 
ent  accounts,  fome  affeiting  that  he 
was  killed  in  the  engagement,  and 
others  as  confidently  affirming  that 
he  escaped  alone  from  the  field  of 
battle;  -and  that  having  reached 
Poonah,  diiguifed  as  a  piivate ■  fol- 
dier,  he  waited  privately  on  Bau¬ 
laujee  Row,  who,  in  wrath  tor  what 
had  happened,  ordered  him  fecretly 
to  prifon  in  the  fort  of  Poorendher  ; 
and  there,  lay  they,  he  lives  to  this 
day  :  and  yet  it  is  pretended  that 
this  is  to  carefully  concealed,  that 
Parabatty  Bauhee,  his  wife,  who  is 
(liii  living  at  Poonah,  and  even 
bears  apait  in  the  councils  of  the 
Marratta  chiefs,  knows  nothing  of 
the  matter  ;  which  furely  gives  this 
flory  a  great  aii  of  improbability  $ 


*  ci  His  brother,”  it  ffiould  be. 
h  Others  fay  “  fixty  lack.” 

j  Meaning  from  the  Decan  to  Hindoftan  proper. 

He  did  not  pretend  to  lit  on  the  throne  himfelf,  but  fet  up  Javan -bacht, 

for 
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ior  how  can  it  be  credited  that  fo 
confiderable  a  man  fhould  thus  be 
lliut  up  in  priion,  and  tiie  circtim- 
ftances  not  tranfpue  ? 

Aftci  thefe  events  Malhar  Row 
marched  to  the  fide  of  Hindollan, 
and  fixed  his  quarters  a  long  time 
at  Kaulpee,  whence  he  afterwards 
moved  to  Korajehanabad,  to  luccour 
Shujaa  ud  Dowiah  ;  but  general 
Carnac  engaged  him  there,  and 
gave  him  a  total  defeat.  Malhar 
Row  is  fince  dead,  and  has  been 
fucceeded  by  his  Ion  Tukkojee 
Holker,  and  his  wiie  Ah  a  lee  ah 
Rauee,  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
Soobah  ot  Rndour,  which  was  his 
}agheer.  They  have  50,000  horfe 
at  their  command,  and  are  ot  the 
Dnanker  caft. 

The  next  army  the  Marrattas 
fent  into  Hindofian  was  that  com¬ 
manded  by  Mehdejee  Sendheeah 
and  Beelaujee  Pundit,  who  placed 
Shan  Aulum  upon  the  throne  of 
Dehly  ;  a  great  lubjett  ot  boafting 
to  the  Marrattas,  who  tay  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Hindoftan  owes  his  king¬ 
dom  entirely  to  them.  But  it  is 
well  known,  that  when  colonel 
Champion  marched  to  Mehendee 
Ghaut,  after  his  luccefs  agaiidt  the 
Rohillas,  he  engaged  this  very 
Sendheeah,  and  put  him  and  the 
whole  Marratta  army  to  flight  :  fo 
that  having  crofled  the  Ganges  and 
Jumna  with  great  precipitation, 
they  have  never  from  that  time 
ventured  over  either  of  thole  rivers 
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again.  At  piefent,  indeed,  Rago- 
nauth  Row’s  revolution  has  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  difpeilion  among  the 
Marratta  chiefs,  and  thrown  their 
affairs  into  iuch  confufion,  that 
Rajah  Himinut  Behauder,  Rajah 
Dnataneeah,  the  Rajah  of  Gobud, 
and  olhejs,  have  united  to  take 
advantage  of  this  enfis,  and  now 
colled,  the  revenues  of  all  the  coun¬ 
tries  between  Kaulpee  and  Narwer. 
The  Manana  chiefs,  however,  me¬ 
ditate  an  invafion  into  thofe  parts, 
whenever  matters  iliall  be  perfedlly 
fettled  in  relation  to  Ragonauth 
Row. 


Cujioms  and  Manners  of  the  Mar- 
ratta’s. — From  the  fame . 

SOME  of  the  Marratta  cuftoins 
appeared  excellent  to  me.  One 
was,  the  good  undemanding  and 
union  that  has  in  general  fubfifted 
among  their  chiefs,  in  fo  much  that 
no  inftunce  of  treachery  had  ever 
occurred  among  them  till  Ragonauth 
Row  made  himfeif  infamous  on  that 
account.  Another  was,  the  atten¬ 
tion  and  refped  paid  by  the  paifh- 
wah,  and  all  the  great  men,  to  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  military  proleifion ;  fo 
that  in  the  public  derbar  the  paifk- 
wah  is  ufed  to  receive  the  compli¬ 
ments  of  every  fingle  jammatciar  of 
horfe,  himfeif  Handing  till  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  em¬ 
bracing  them  by  turns*.  At  taking 


*  According  to  the  prefent  cuftom  diftin61ions  are  made  in  this  matter,  which 
were  not  formerly  obferved  j  for  the  paifiiwahs  ufed  to  embrace  all  that  came  with¬ 
out  diferimination,  till  advantage  was  taken  of  this  cultom  by  Bapujee  Naik,  who 
having  a  grudge  at  Sadofhevah  Bhow  (commonly  called  Bhow  Saheb),  at  the  time 
that  he  held  the  office  of  firft  minifter  to  the  fourth  paifhwah  Balaujee  Row  (called 
alfo  Nanah  Saheb),  attempted  toftab  him  with  his  cuttar  when  he  went  to  embrace 
him.  From  that  time  a  regulation  has  taken  place,  according  to  which  none  but 
people  of  diftin&ion,  and  they  unarmed,  are  permitted  to  embrace  the  paifhwah,  or 
others  of  his  family. 


leave, 
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leave,  alfo,  he  gives  him  beetle 
founding :  and  whoever  comes  to 
wait  upon  him,  whether  men  of 
rank  or  otherwife,  he  receives  * 
their  fa  lams,  or  embr  aces  them  Hand¬ 
ing- 

Another  ordinance  current  among 
them  is,  that  it  an  eminent  chief¬ 
tain,  who  commands  even  an  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  horfe,  be  fent  into 
tome  other  country  with  his  forces, 
and  happens  there  to  be  guilty  of 
tome  offence,  in  confequence  of 
which  he  receives  a  fummons  from 
the  paifhwah,  far  from  thinking  of 
refinance,  he  inftantly  obeys,  and 
repairs  to  the  pretence  in  perion 
with  all  expedition.  The  paifhwah 
then  pardons  him  if  the  offence  be 
fmal!  ;  it  otherwife,  he  is  impri- 
foned  for  lome  months,  or  kept  in 
a  ftate  of  dil grace,  till  it  is  thought 
proper  to  admit  him  again  to  fa¬ 
vour. 

A  third  is,  that  if  an  eminent 
chief  goes  upon  an  expedition  which 
iubjerfts  him  to  great  expellees, 
fuch  as  his  own  jageer  is  not  fuffi- 
cienc  to  iupply,  and  he  is  obliged 
on  that  account  to  run  in  debt 
to  the  Mohajins,  though  the  lum 
fhould  amount  to  even  ten  or  twelve 
'Jack,  it  is  all  freely  allowed  him  ; 
'*"'#**.  >•  • 


and  though  the  government  nave 
demands  upon  him  to  the  amount 
of  lacks  of  rupees,  yet  if,  in  fuch 
circutnftances,  he  pleads  the  ineffi¬ 
ciency  of  his  means  to  difeharge 
thofe  arrears,  he  is  excufed  without 
hefitation,  nor  has  he  any  thing 
to  apprehend  from  being  called  to 
account  by  the  dewan,  the  khanfa- 
man,  or  other  ftate  officers.  The 
chiefs  are  all  their  own  matters,  and 
expend  f  what  fums  they  pleafe  ; 
fo  that  a  general  fatisfiuttion  pre~ 
vails  among  them,  and  they  are  al¬ 
ways  reacy  at  a  call  with  their 
quota  of  troops,  and  march  with 
alacrity  upon  whatever  fervice  they 
are  ordered  to  undertake.  At  pre- 
fent  Sakharam  Baboo  caufes  great 
difeantents  among  the  chiefs,  by 
canvafling  their  accounts,  and  mak¬ 
ing  demands  on  the  jageerdars,  in 
a  manner  very  different  from  the 
ulage  of  former  paifhwahs ;  hence 
numbers  are  diifitFv&ed,  and  time 
mutt  dilcover  what  it  is  that  Provi¬ 
dence  defigns  to  bring  about  by  that 
means. 

Anothei  enttom  is,  that  when  one 
of  their  chiefs  that  held  employ¬ 
ments,  or  jageers,  .  &c.  dies,  his 
ton,  though  of  inferior  abilities,  or 
an  infant,  fucceeds  %  immediately 

to 


*  Thi;  it  fhould  feem,  is  too  generally  expreffed  ;  but  the  cuftom  did,  and  does, 
ftill  fubfitt  on  one  particular  occalion,  to  wit,  on  the  day  on  which  the  army  marches 
on  any  expedition,  the  paifhwah  then  ftands  at  the  door  of  his  tent,  and,  after  de¬ 
livering  the  golden  ftandard  to  the  general  who  has  been  appointed  to  the  command, 
receives  in  that  pofture  the  compliments  of  all  the  troops,  of  every  rank  and  den©-, 
mination. 

-f  This  mutt  benunderftood  with  fome  limitation.  They  do,  indeed,  lavifh 
often  great  fums  when  on  fervice,  and  that  not  merely  on  the  foldtery,  but  on  feafts 
given  to  Brahmans,  preterits  to  fingers,  dancers,  &c.  and  on  their  return  thefe 
fums  are  generally  allowed  them  under  the  head  of  dherrem,  or  charitable  dif- 
burfements.  But  they  are  fo  far  from  being  without  any  check  in  their  expences, 
chat  the  officer  named  the  karkun,  is  fent  with  each  chieftain  exprefsly  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

J  Phis  is  alfo  liable  to  lome  exceptions  ;  for  though  great  attention  is  paid  to 
the  claims  of  repretentatives  of  great  families,  when  thofe  reprefentatives  are  them- 

l'elve* 
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to  the  employment,  the  bufinefs  of 
which  is  conduced  by  depmy  til! 
he  becomes  of  age,  and  the  monthly 
ftipcnd,  or  jageer,  &c.  is  given  to 
his  family  and  relations.  Nor  aie 
the  effects  ol  cieceafed  perfons  ever 
leized  and  appiopiiated  by  govern¬ 
ment,  in  the  manner  that  has  been 
pra6tifed  under  the  emperors  of 
Hindoftan. 

To  the  fouth-weft  of  Poonah,  at 
the  diftance  of  fitty  cols,  is  the  fort 
of  Sattarah. 

Bombay  is  about  fifty  cofsdiftant 
due  weft. 

Surat  and  Guzerat  are  to  the 
north-weft  about  130  cols  diftant. 

Aurungabad  ftands  eaft:  of  Poonah 
about  feventy  cofs. 

Bombay,  Sallet,  Baffeen,  &c.  ftand 
on  the  fhore  of  the  fait  fea  towards 
the  weft. 

And  the  country  of  Knkun,  which 
belongs  to  the  Marrattas,  lies  fouth- 
weft  of  Poonah. 

Kokun  is  a  fine  count] y,  and  pro¬ 
duces  rice  and  fuch  things  in  abun- 
dance,with  which  it  lupplies  Poonah. 
The  paifhwah  and  the  other  chiefs 
are  moftly  Kokun  Brahmans.  This 
province  is  called  a  Soobah.  The 
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Brahmans  of  Poonah  may  be  divided 
into  two  lorts  ;  the  Delv  Brahmans, 
who  are  thole  of  Auiungabad  and 
thofe  parts  :  the  other  thole  of  Ko- 
kun. 

To  the  fout'n  and  eaft  are  alio 
many  countries  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Marrattas,  extending 
from  the  pails  adjacent  to  Poonah  to 
the  boundaries  of  the  Carnatic  *, 
and  Ramefer  (which  is  a  place  ol 
worfhip  of  the  Hindoos,  as  famous 
as  that  of  Kafy,  at  300  cols  diftance 
from  Poonah),  and  Panalah ,  a  jageer 
of  the  Bhonfaiahs,  and  to  the  boun¬ 
dary  of  Nelior,  Sic.  the  counny  of 
H eider  Naig. 

To  the  eaft  and  noth  are  fituated 
the  ferkar  of  A. fair,  Burhaunpoor, 
and  the  foobah  of  Khandaifte,  at 
the  diftance  of  eighty  cols  from 
Poonah. 

And  to  the  north  and  weft  are 
the  half  of  the  country  of  Guzerat, 
the  pergunnah  of  Broanch,  See. 
which  are  in  the  pcffeftion  of  the 
Marratta  paifhwrah. 

Befides  all  thefe  countries,  the 
pergunnah  of  Bhelfa,  the  foobah  of 
Endour  f,  the  foobah  of  Udgein, 
the  pergunnah  of  Setonje,  the 


felves  men  of  merit  and  ability,  yet  when  it  happens  otherwife,  the  jageers  and 
employments  are  at  length  ufually  taken  from  them,  and  given  to  perfons  from 
whom  the  ftate  has  better  expeftations. 

*  The  Carnatic  mull  by  no  means  be  underftood  here  in  the  confined  fenfe  in 
which  the  Englifh  receive  it.  The  country  governed  by  Mohammed  Aly  Khan 
is  only  a  part  of  the  Carnatic  properly  fo  called,  and  Ihould  always  be  termed  the 
Carnatic  Pauyeen  Ghaut ,  i.  e.  “  that  Carnatic  which  is  below  the  paffes.”  In 
the  name  Carnatic  ftanding  fingly,  is  to  be  comprehended  all  the  countries  lying 
Ibuth  of  Mercn  and  Bidder,  which  compofed  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Viziapoor. 
In  fa£l,  the  name  of  Carnatic  Pauyeen  Ghaut  appears  to  have  been  given  to  Mo¬ 
hammed  Aly  Khan’s  country  by  the  Moors  $  for  the  Marrattas  allow  that  appel¬ 
lation  to  a  very  final]  part  of  it,  and  denominate  the  whole  foobah  of  Arcot  Dra~ 
widcleS)  while  the  Malabais,  natives  of  the  country,  call  it  Soromandc/aw,  from 
whence  our  Coromandel. 

What  he  fays  herewith  lefpefl  to  the  extent  of  the  Marratta  dominions  fouth- 
ward,  applies  only  to  the  poffeftion  they  once  had  of  the  country  of  Tanjore,  and 
the  tribute  they  colleffed  from  the  Tondemans. 

f  Endour  is  a  p§rgur*oah. 

foobah 


I 


\ 
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fodbah  of  Kalpy  *,  were  all  made  in  the  treafury  of  the  paifhwah  f, 
over  to  the  Marrattas  in  jageer,  by  The  full  number  of  the  troops  is 
Gauzy  ud  Deen  Khaim,  in  conlide-  about  two  hundred  thoufand  horfe 
ration  of  the  lupport  and  affiftance  and  foot  ;  but  including  the  gani- 
atforded  him  by  the  Marratta  forces,  fbns  of  the  forts  and  other  places, 
and  they  {fill  remain  in  their  poffef-  we  may  reckon  it  four  hundred 
'  fion.  The  above  Mahals  are  in-  thoufand. 
eluded  in  the  jageers  of  Tukkojee  The  Marrattas  are  always  at  war 
Holker  and  Sendheeah  ;  that  is  to  with  Heider  Naig,  or  the  Navaub 
lay,  there  are  about  50,000  or  Nizam  Ali  Khan,  or  others.  Their 
60,000  horfe  appointed  on  the  fide  country  is  never  in  perfect  tranquil- 
of  Hindoftan,  which  thefe  two  chiefs  lity,  and  hence  it  is  exceeding  defc- 
pay  out  of  the  produce  of  thefe  late  and  wafle. 
countries,  and  tranfmrt  the  balance  They  are  at  prefent  at  peace  with 
to  the  paiibwah.  the  Navaub  Nizam  Ali  Khan  Be- 

The  adtual  revenue  derived  from  hander,  but  their  country  is  in  much 
all  the  countries  dependent  on  the  corafufioo  on  account  of  their  dif- 
Marrattas  is  about  twelve  crore,  contents  with  Ragonauth  Row  ;  ad- 
from  v;hich  when  we  dedudt  the  vantage  of  which  has  been  taken  by 
jageers,  and  the  expence  of  the  the  zemindars  of  the  hills  on  every 
troops  ftationed  on  the  fide  of  H-iri-  fide,  and  by  Heider  Naig.  On  the 
do  flan  proper,  there  will  remain  fide  of  Hindoftan  the  Gofayn  Rajah 
about  five  crore  at  the  difpofal  of  Himmut  Behauder,  and  the  rajah 
the  paifhwah  ;  and  out  of  this  he  of  Gohud,  See.  have  feized  the  loo- 
lias  to  pay  all  thole  troops  who  re-  bah  of  Kalpy  &c.  and  the  ferkar 
ceive  their  allowances  in  ready  of  Gualier  §  ;  and  Heider  Naig  has 
money,  and  to  defray  the  charges  a’ifo  pofTefTed  himfelf  of  fonre  of 
of  the  forts,  which  are,  large  and  their  countries  on  his  fide ;  but  as 
final  1,  in  number  about  feven  hun-  foon  as  they  can  promile  themfelves 
Bred:  fo  that  there  is  never  a  ba-  fecurity  with  refpedl  to  Ragonauth 
jance  of  fo  much  as  one  crore  of  Row,  their  armies  will  ilTue  forth  on 
rupees  in  ready  money  remaining  every  fide. 

4*  Kalpy  is  not  a  foobah,  but  a  pergunnab.  To  thefe  muft  be  added  the  per- 
gunnah  of  Dhar;  the  fort  of  which,  bearing  the  fame  name,  is  very  famous  for  its 
firength,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  the  celebrated  Rajah  Bhaj,  who  made  it 
his  capital.  It  is  fituated  at  the  diftance  of  about  twenty-four  Bengal  cofs  from  the 
city  of  Udgein. 

f  This,  it  Teems,  is  true  at  prefent  5  but  Maudeverow,  it  is  faid,  had  two  crore 
of  rupees  in  his  treafury  at  the  time  of  hi*  death,  molt  of  which  fell  afterwards  into 
the  hands  of  Ragonauth  Row,  and  was  diflipated  by  him  on  his  acceffion  to  the 
government,  and  his  expedition  towards  the  Carnatic. 

^  J  It  ought  to  be  wr  itten  **  the  pergunnah  of  Kalpy.”  Rajah  Himmut  Behau¬ 
der  did  indeed  take  Kalpy,  in  the  time  and  under  the  orders  of  Shujaa  ud  Dowlah, 
but  was  foon  driven  out  of  it  again  by  the  Marratta  forces,  under  the  command  of 
Vitrhel  Sivadeo,  Nam 00  Sunker,  Govind  Pundet,  &c. 

§  The  rajah  of  Gohud  got  poffeflion  of  the  open  country,  and  a  few  mud  fort* 
in  the  ferkar  of  Gualier,  but  was  never  able  to  get  pofTeffion  of  the  fort  of  that 
name,  till  the  Englilh  took  it  for  him. 


Exlradis 
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Extracts  relative  to  the  Chttrader  of 
the  late  Mr.  Han  way. — From  the 
Remarkable  Occurrences  in  his 
Life ,  by  Mr.  Pugh. 

ii  Hanway  in  his  perfon 

IV1  was  of  the  middle  iize,  of* 
a  thin  lpare  habit,  but  well  fhaped  ; 
his  limbs  were  fa/hioned  with  the 
niceft  fymmetry.  In  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  he  trooped  very  much,  and 
when  he  walked,  found  it  conduce 
to  eafe  to  let  his  head  incline  to¬ 
wards  one  fide.  When  he  went 
firft  to  Ruffia,  at  the  age  of  thirty, 
his  face  was  full  and  comely,  and 
his  perfon  altogether  fueh  as  ob¬ 
tained  for  him  the  appellation  of 
the  “  Handfome  Englishman.”  But 
the  fhock  which  his  health  received 
in  Perfia,  made  him  much  thinner  ; 
and  though  he  recovered  his  health, 
lo  as  to  live  in  England  twenty 
lucceftive  years  without  any  mate¬ 
rial  illnefs,  he  never  recovered  his 
plumpnefs. 

“  His  features  were  fmall,  but 
without  the  infignificance  which 
commonly  attends  fmall  features. 
His  countenance  was  interefting, 
fenfible,  and  calculated  to  infpire 
reverence.  His  blue  eyes  had 
never  been  brilliant;  but  they 
expreffed  the  utmoft  humanity  and 
benevolence;  and  when  he  fpoke, 
the  animation  of  his  countenance 
and  the  tone  of  his  voice  were  inch 
as  feemed  to  carry  conviction  with 
them  even  to  the  mind  of  a  Granger. 
When  he  endeavoured  to  foothe 
diftrefs,  or  point  out  to  any  wretch 
who  had  ft rayed,  the  com  torts  of  a 
virtuous  life,  he  was  peculiarly  im- 
prellive  ;  and  every  thing  that  lie 
laid  had  an  air  of  confideration  and 
fincerity. 

“  In  his  drefs,  as  far  as  was  con- 
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fiftent  with  his  ideas  of  health  and 
eafe,  he  accommodated  himfelt  to 
the  prevailing  faifliion.  As  it  was 
frequently  necofEtry  lor  him  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  polite  circles,  on  unexpect¬ 
ed  occafiuns,  he  ufualiy  wote  drets 
clothes,  with  a  large  French  bag; 
his  hat  ornamented  with  a  gold 
button,  was  of  a  fize  and  fafhion 
to  be  worn  as  well  under  the*  arm 
as  on  the  head.  When  it  rained, 
a  fmall  parapluie  defended  his  face 
and  wig.  Thus  he  was  always 
prepared  to  eater  into  any  compa¬ 
ny,  without  impropriety,  or  the 
appearance  of  negligence.  His 
drefs  for  let  public  occafions  was  a 
lull  of  rich  dark  brown  ;  the  coat 
and  waiftcoat  lined  ^throughout  with 
ermine,  which  juft  appeared  at  the 
edges  ;  and  a  final i  gold-hiked 
fword.  As  he  was  extremely  fuf- 
ceptible  of  cold,  he  wore  flannel 
under  the  linings  of  all  his  clothes, 
and  ufualiy  three  pair  of  {lockings. 
He  was  the  firft  man  who  ventured 
to  walk  the  ftreets  of  London  with 
an  umbrelia  over  his  head :  after 
carrying  one  near  thirty  years,  he 
law  them  come  into  general  ufe. 

“  His  mind  -was  the  moft  aCtive 
that  it  is  pofiible  to  conceive  ;  al¬ 
ways  on  the  wing,  and  never  ap¬ 
pearing  to  be  weary.  To  fit  ftill,  and 
endeavour  to  give  reft  to  the  thought, 
was  a  luxury  to  which  he  was  a  per¬ 
fect  ftranger  :  he  dreaded  nothing  fo 
much  as  inactivity,  and  that  modern 
diforder  which  the  French,  who 
feel  it  not  fo  much  as  ourfelves 
diftinguifh  by  the  name  of  ennui. 

“  He  tofe  in  the  fummer  at  four 
or  five,  and  in  the  winter  at  feven  ; 
and  having  always  bufinefs  before 
him,  he  was  every  day  employed 
till  the  time  of  retiring  to  reft  ;  and 
when  in  health,  I  am  told,  was 

commonly 
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commonly  afleep  within  two  minutes 
alter  his  lying  down  in  bed. 

“  Writing  was  his  favourite  em¬ 
ployment,  or  rather  amyfement ; 
and  when  the  number  of  his  lite¬ 
rary  works  is  confidered,  and  that 
they  were  the  produce  only  of  thofe 
hours,  which  he  was  able  to  fnatch 
from  public  bufmefs,  an  idea  may¬ 
be  formed  of  his  application.  He 
wrote  a  fine  flowing  hand  to  the 
laft,  when  he  pleated,  without 
Ipe&acles.  And  he  had  always  one 
or  two  of  the  clerks  belonging  to 
his  office,  or  to  fome  of  the  chari¬ 
table  inftitutions  to  which  he  was 
engaged,  to  five  in  his  houfe  and 
affift  him,  When  doctor  Gold- 
fmith,  to  relieve  himfelf  from  the 
labour  of  writing,  engaged  an  ama- 
nuenfts,  he  found  himfelf  incapa¬ 
ble  of  dictation  ;  and  after  eyeing 
each  other  fome  time,  unable  to 
proceed,  the  dodor  put  a  guinea 
in  his  hand,  and  tent  him  away  : 
but  it  was  not  fo  with  Mr.  Han- 
way  ;  he  could  conipofe  fafter  than 
any  perfon  could  write.  His  mode 
was  to  dictate  for  as  many  hours 
together  as  he  could  fpare,  and  af¬ 
terwards  corred  the  copy,  which 
was  again  wrote  out  and  corre&ed, 
perhaps  feveral  times, 

“  By  leaving  his  work  to  tranf- 
ad  his  ordinary  buiinefs,  and  after¬ 
wards  recurring  to  it  with  new 
ideas,  all  his  literary  labours  are 
defedive  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
matter,  and  appear  to  have  too 
much  of  the  mticellancous  in  their 
compoiition.  The  original  idea  is 
fomethnes  left'  for  the  purfuit  of 
one  newly  (farted,  and  either  taken 
up  again,  when  the  mind  of  the 
reader  has  almoft  loft  it,  or  it  is 
totally  deterred.  Yet  thofe  who 
are  judges  of  literary  compofition, 
lay  mat  his  language  is  well  calcu¬ 


lated  to  have  the  effed  he  defired 
on  the  reader,  and  imprefs  him 
with  the  idea  that  the  author  was  a 
man  of  inflexible  integrity,  and 
wrote  from  the  pure  didates  of  the 
heart.  It  is  plain  and  unornament¬ 
ed,  without  the  appearance  of  art, 
or  the  affedation  of  Angularity.  Its 
greateft  defed  (fay  they)  is  a  want 
of  concifenefs  ;  its  greateft  beauty 
an  unaffected  and  genuine  ftmplici- 
ty.  He  fpoke  French  and  Portu- 
guefe,  and  underftood  the  Rus  and 
modern  Perfic  imperfedly  :  Latin  he 
had  been  taught  at  fchool ;  but  had 
not  much  occafion  to  cultivate  it  af¬ 
ter  he  entered  into  life. 

“  In  his  natural  difpofition  he 
was  cheerful  bur  ferene.  He  en¬ 
joyed  his  own  joke,  and  applauded 
the  wit  of  another ;  but  never  de¬ 
fended  from  a  certain  dignity, 
which  he  thought  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffitry.  His  experience  furnifhed 
him  with  fome  anecdote  or  adven¬ 
ture,  fuitable  to  every  turn  the  dif- 
courfe  could  take  ;  and  he  was  al¬ 
ways  willing  to  communicate  it. 
If  in  the  hour  of  conviviality  the 
difeourfe  took  a  turn,  not  confident 
with  the  moft  rigid  chaftity,  he 
was  not  forward  to  reprove  or  take 
offence  ;  but  any  attack  on  religion, 
efpecialjy  in  the  company  of  young 
people,  was  fare  to  meet  his  moft 
pointed  di (approbation.  In  con- 
verfajtion  he  was  eafy  of  accefs, 
and  gave  readily  to  every  one  the 
beft  anlwer  which  occurred:  but 
net  fond  of  much  lpeaking  himfelf, 
he  did  not  always  bear  with  pa¬ 
tience,  though  commonly  with  fi- 
lence,  the  forward  and  importu¬ 
nate;  them  with  whom  every  man, 
and  every  thing  is  either  the  very 
beft  or  the  very  word  poffible  ; 
who  exemplify,  for  the  inftruCtion 
of  their  auditors,  thofe  common 

ideas 
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ideas  which  it  is  not  poilible  could 
efcape  them  ;  and  think  loudnels, 
and  the  gefticulation  of  unneceffary 
warmth,  can  iupply  the  place  of 
argument  and  politenefs.  If  the 
mirth  degenerated  into  boifterous 
laughter,  he  took  his  leave  :  “  My 
companions/’  he  would  fay,  “  were 
too  merry  to  be  happy,  or  to  let 
me  be  happy,  fo  1  left  them.”  He 
fpoke  better  in  public  than  was  to 
be  expected  of  one  who  wrote  fo 
much,  and  pointed  to  his  fubjeCt ; 
though  he  was  fometimes  feduced 
into  an  eulogium  on  the  ufefulnefs 
of  the  merchant ,  a  character  for 
which  he  entertained  great  reve¬ 
rence. 

“  Although  he  hiiwfelf  never 
drank  wine  undiluted  with  water, 
he  partook  willingly  of  the  joys  of 
the  table,  and  that  felicity  of  con- 
verfation,  which  a  moderate  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  bottle  excites  among 
men  of  parts  ;  but  he  knew  how 
the  love  of  company  infatuates 
young  people,  and  the  danger  to 
which  it  expofes  them.  The  writer 
of  thefe  fheets  is  indebted  to  him 
beyond  the  power  of  expreffion, 
particularly  for  his  advice,  which 
he  had  the  method  of  adminiftering 
without  giving  difguft;  and  he  never 
received  lo  ferious  a  caution  as  when 
at  a  public  meeting,  at  the  defire 
of  fir  Jofeph  Andrews,  he  fung  a 
fong  better  than  Mr.  Hanway  ex¬ 
pected. 

“  In  his  traftfa&ions  with  the 
world,  he  was  always  open,  can¬ 
did  and  fincere  :  Whatever  lie  faid 
might  be  depended  on  with  impli¬ 
cit  confidence.  He  adhered  to  the 
ftriCt  truth,  even  in  the  manner  of 
his  relation,  and  no  brilliancy  of 
thought  could  induce  him  to  vary 
from  the  faCt ;  but  although  fo 
frank  in  his  own  proceedings,  he 
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had  feen  too  much  of  life  to  be 
eafily  deceived  by  others  ;  and  he 
did  not  often  place  a  confidence  that 
was  betrayed.  He  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  think  the  world  fo  degenerate 
as  is  commonly  imagined  :  “  And 
if  I  did,”  he  uled  to  fay,  “  I  would 
not  let  it  appear  ;  for  nothing  can 
tend  fo  effectually  to  make  a  man 
wicked,  or  to  keep  him  fo,  as  a 
marked  fufpicion.  Confidence  is 
the  reward  of  truth  and  fidelity, 
and  thefe  fhould  never  be  exerted  in 
vain. 

“  His  religion  was  pure,  rational, 
fervent,  and  fincere;  equally  dift- 
ant  from  a  cold  inanimate  languor, 
and  the  phantalies  of  fupernatural 
intelligence  :  it  was  his  lefource 
conftantly  in  trouble,  as  was  writ¬ 
ing  at  the  moment  of  imagination. 
He  believed  the  truths  revealed  in 
the  gofpel,  with  the  mod  unvaried 
confidence  ;  but  {hewed  no  aufterity 
to  perfons  who  fet  the  dictates  of 
nature  and  experience  in  oppofition 
to  them,  if  they  appeared  to  doubt 
with  a  willingnefs  to  be  convinced. 
He  confidered  religion  as  the  mod 
effectual  reftraint  on  bad  actions  ; 
and  although  he  rejoiced  at  the 
light  which  has  been  thrown  by  Mr, 
Voltaire,  and  other  modern  writers, 
on  the  fuperftition  of  former  ages  ; 
he  preferred  even  that,  with  its  at¬ 
tendant  cruelty  and  felfifhneis,  to  a 
comfortlefs  lcepticifm,and  fometimes 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  exprefs  his 
fears  that  the  generality  might  one 
day  become  too  enlightened  to  be 
happy. 

“  He  knew  well  how  much  the 
happinefs  of  mankind  is  dependant 
on  honeft  induftry,  and  received  a 
pleafure,  but  faintly  defcribcd  in 
words,  when  any  of  the  objefts  of 
his  charity  cleanly  apparelled,  and 
with  cheerful  and  contented  coun- 
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ten ances,  came  to  pay  their  re- 
fpe&s  to  him.  He  treated  them  as 
his  acquaintances^  entered  into  their 
concerns  with  a  "paternal  affection, 
and  let  them  know  that  on  any  real 
emergency  they  might  apply  with 
confidence  to  him.  It  was  this, 
rather  than  the  largenefs  of  his  gifts, 
that  endeared  him  fo  much  to  the 
common  people  :  he  never  walked 
out  but  was  followed  by  the  good 
wifhes,  filent  or  expreffed,  of  fome 
to  whom  he  had  offered  relief.  To 
meet  the  eye  of  him  whom  he  had 
obliged,  was  to  him  the  higheft 
luxury ;  and  no  man  enjoyed  it 
oftener. 

“  Of  his  charity,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
convey  an  adequate  idea  :  it  was  of 
that  prudent  and  confiderate  kind, 
which  is  of  the  moft  fu'bftantial 
benefit.  It  did  not  confift  merely 
in  giving ;  and  though  his  heart 
was  ever  open  to  the  complaint  of 
the  unfortunate,  it  required  fome- 
thing  more  than  mere  fupplication 
to  obtain  his  affifiance.  He  was 
particularly  careful  to  difcounte* 
nance  the  fafhionable  genteel  way 
of  begging  by  letter,  in  which  ta¬ 
lents  capable  of  procuring  fupport 
are  held  out  as  excufes  for  diftrets. 
To  him  that  had  once  deceived 
him  by  fictitious  diflrefs  he  was 
inexorable  ;  but  when  real  mifery, 
the  effeCt  of  accident  or  inevitable 
misfortune,  came  in  his  way,  he 
never  tailed  to  afford  fubflantial  re¬ 
lief,  which  he  was  always  enabled  to 
do ;  for  he  had  the  diftribution 
every  year  of  more  than  his  own 
whole  income  amounted  to.  It  is 
not  the  love  of  money,  fo  much  as 
the  love  of  eafe,  which  keeps  dole 
the  coffers  of  the  wealthy* 

“  When  once  Mr.  Han  way  had 
engaged  in  a  public  charitable  un¬ 
dertaking,  he  omitted  nothing  that 


could  poffibly  tend  to  its  promotion  ; 
no  department  was  beneath  him  ; 
his  eye  pervaded  the  whole  fyftem, 
and,  like  that  of  Providence,  never 
ftopt  wbilft  any  thing  remained  to 
be  done  to  further  his  benevolent 
deligns.  He  thought  every  thing 
great  which  concerned  the  caufe  of 
humanity.  The  love  of  his  fellow- 
creatures  fliewed  itfelf  in  every  ac¬ 
tion  of  his  life;” 


Curious  Account  of  a  peculiar  Race 
of  People  in  Siberia,  called  Wod- 
yacks ;  ex  traded  from  an  original 
Letter ,  dated  St.  Peterfburgh,  June 
14,  1 7 S3.  From  the  Gentleman* s 
Magazine  for  January  17 By. 

OUNT  Alexander  Strogo- 
noff  arrived  very  lately  from 
his  copper  and  falt-mines  in  the 
government  of  Solikamfky,  and  re¬ 
lated  this  day  at  table,  that,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  fome  of  his  eflates 
in  that  part  of  Siberia,  there  dwells 
a  peculiar  race  of  people  (called 
Wodyacks)  who  are  neither  Chrif- 
tians,  Mahometans,  nor  yet  Idola¬ 
ters,  as  all  around  them  are,  but 
have  preferved  the  worfhip  of  one 
God,  without  any  apparent  type  or 
image  of  him,  fo  univerfal  in  the 
Ead.  They  have  no  order  of  priefl- 
hood  fet  apart,  but  live  in  families, 
the  head  of  which  officiates  as  fuch 
when  they  make  an  offering  of  their 
fir  ft  fruit  s  in  harveft  time,  which  is 
the  only  token  of  religious  worfliip 
the  Ruffians  have  ever  difcovered 
among  them. 

They  call  a  man  Adam  in  their 
language,  and  talk  of  themfelves  as 
the  original  Stock  (the  count’s  term 
in  French  was  La  Souchef  from 
whence  the  other  parts  of  the  earth, 
were  peopled. 
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Their  funeral  ceremony  confifts 
m  fetting  the  dead  corpfe  before  the 
relations,  when  they  make  a  repaft, 
out  of  which  they  prefent  a  portion 
to  the  deceafed,  and,  after  a  fliort 
filence,  they  ufe  thefe  general  words : 
44  Since  thou  neither  eateft  nor 
“  drinkeft  more,  we  perceive  thou 
44  haft  finifhed  thine  exile,  there- 
44  fore  return  to  the  country  whence 
44  thou  cameft,  and  leave  thy  vir- 
44  tues  to  thy  family  and  then  de- 
pofiting  the  corpfe  in  the  ground, 
they  return  to  finilli  the  repaft  :  but 
with  the  utmoft  fobriety  and  regu¬ 
larity. 

44  They  live  in  the  moft  perfeft 
equality ;  giving  no  precedence  but 
to  the  aged  or  heads  of  families.’5 


Some  Account  and  Character  of  the 
late  Robert  Lowth,  D.  D.  Lord 
Bifbop  of  London  ;  ex  traded  from 
the  Gentleman' s  Magazine  for  No¬ 
vember  1787. 

44  T  T  I  S  family  were  originally 
jL'JL  from  the  county  of  Lin¬ 
coln.  His  great  grandfather  was 
Mr.  Simon  Lowth,  redior  of  Tyle- 
hurft,  in  the  county  of  Berks ;  his 
grandfather  William  Lowth,  an  a- 
pothecary  in  the  parifti  of  St.  Mar¬ 
tin,  Ludgate,  and  burnt  out,  with 
great  lofs,  at  the  fire  of  London  in 
1666  His  father  was  William 
Lowth,  ot  St.  John’s  College,  Ox¬ 
ford,  and  chaplain  to  Dr.  Mew,  bi~ 
ftiop  of  Winchefter,  in  which  church 
he  had  a  prebend,  and  the  living  of 
Boniton,  in  the  county  of  Hants, 
well  known  by  his  Commentaries 
on  the  prophetic  writings,  and  other 
learned  works.  He  died  in  5 73 z, 
leaving  two  Tons,  the  late  bifliop  of 
London,  and  Charles  Lowth,  an 
eminent  holier  in  Paternofter  row, 
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F.  A.  S.  1756,  and  his  collection  of 
prints  was  fold  after  his  death, 
1770.  —  His  Lordfhip  was  born  in 
1711.  Winchefter  was  the  fchool 
which  has  the  boaft  of  breeding  this 
very  learned  and  virtuous  man. 
From  thence  he  was  removed  on 
the  fame  foundation,  to  New  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  where  he  proceeded 
M.  A.  1737,  and  was  created  D.  D. 
by  diploma  in  1754.  His  fame  for 
claflical  accemplilhments  and  Ori¬ 
ental  literature  was  there  foon  and 
greatly  eftabliihed,  and  was  never 
unaccompanied  with  credit,  yet 
more  enviable,  of  private  worthy 
and  manners  at  once  delicate  and 
brave.  Thefe  were  fuch  recom¬ 
mendations  as  were  fure  to  force 
their  way  with  thofe  who  were  them- 
felves  moft  commendable.  The  he¬ 
reditary  virtue  of  the  Cavendilhes 
is  not  more  certain  than  their  li¬ 
neal  readinefs  to  diftinguifh  the  vir¬ 
tue  of  others.  Mr.  Lowth  was  chofen 
as  the  tutor  of  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
fhire.  He  went  abroad  with  him, 
and  brought  home  fuch  a  return  as 
was  to  be  expeCled  from  kindred 
honour  and  well  reciprocated  ufe* 
When  the  duke  became  lord-lieute¬ 
nant  of  Ireland,  Dr.  Lowth  went 
with  him,  and,  as  firft  chaplain, 
had  the  firft  preferment  which  go¬ 
vernment  there  got  in  their  riitpo- 
fal.  That  was  no  lels  than  the  bi- 
fhoprick  of  Kilmore.  But  Lowth’s 
mind  at  that  time  being  let  on  ob¬ 
jects  even  higher  than  mitres,  ma¬ 
ny  family  and  friendly  charms, 
and  foine  pmfuits  in  literature, 
which  particularly  endeared  the 
preference  ot  his  native  country, 
an  exchange  was  fought  for,  and, 
what  very  rarely  happens,  was  no 
fooner  fought  for  than  found.  There 
was  at  that  time  a  Mr.  Leflie,  with 
the  fame  eagernefs  to  get  into  Ire- 
D  z  land 
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land  as  Lowth  bad  to  get  out  of 
it.  He  agreed  to  accept  Kilmore, 
Lowth  fucceeding  to  what  he  relin- 
quifhed,  a  prebend  of  Durham  and 
the  reCtory  of  Sedgefieid.  Butler 
was  then  Bifhop  of  Durham  ;  and 
when  he  collated  Lowth  to  thefe 
preterments,  he  expreifed  a  well- 
natured  exultation  on  this  double 
gratification  of  mutual  wifihes  ;  and 
perhaps  allowably,  with  a  fecret 
preference  to  fuperior  talents.  To 
this  refifllefs  plea  who  can  help  be¬ 
ing  partial?  And  how  is  the  jurif- 
diCtion  of  a  bifhop  to  get  more  fa¬ 
vourably  diftinguifhed  than  by  all 
his  oftenfible  favours  being  poffef- 
fed  by  diftinguifhed  men  ?  Such 
was  the  good  effeCt  of  the  firft  kind- 
nfcfs  from  the  Duke  of  Devonfhire  ; 
but  it  was  not  the  laft,  Merit,  when 
to  be  rewarded  by  the  meritorious, 
is  fure  of  no  penurious  reward.  In 
the  adminiftration  formed  by  the 
late  Duke  of  Cumberland,  Lowth’s 
friends  participating  largely,  he  was 
the  firft  bifhop  that  they  made.  On 
the  bench  of  bifhops,  as  every  where 
elfe,  the  firft  ftey  is  the  hardeii. 
From  thence  each  other  advance 
follows  with  comparative  eaie,  thp* 
his  firft  bi-fhoprick  was  St.  David’s, 
to  which  he  was  appointed  in  May, 
1  776,  on  the  death  of  Bifhop  Squire. 
He  went  to  Oxford  on  the  Septem¬ 
ber  following,  on  the  iranflation  of 
Bifhop  Hume  from  thence  to  the  fee 
of  Salifbury  }  and  in  April  1777, 
when  London  loft  Bifhop  Terrick, 
he  was  fucceeded  by  Dr.  Lowth.  He 
entered  on  this  high  office  with  ex¬ 
peditions  Angularly  fplendid.  He 
brought  with  him  a  literary  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  firft  order,  to  deco¬ 
rate  the  diocefe  ;  and  he  promifed 
to  ferve  it  as  Terrick  had  done, 
with  temper  and  diferetion,  both 
1110ft  exemplary ;  with  the  fame 


amiable  manners,  with  the  fame 
ufeful  zeal.  Thefe  expectations  he 
did  not  difappoint.  He  was  as  good 
as  his  word.  He  could  not  be  bet¬ 
ter.  Not  one  of  his  predeceffors 
ever  had  a  claim  to  more  defert,  and 
was  more  fpontaneoufly  devoted  to 
the  claims  of  deferving  men.  His 
patronage  need  have  no  more  faid 
about  it,  than  that  it  provided  for 
two  fuch  men  as  Dr.  Horfley  and 
Mr.  Eaton.  His  literary  character 
is  better  known  from  its  own  ef¬ 
forts  than  by  any  thing  now  to  be 
faid  about  it.  Few  men  attempted 
fo  much,  and  with  more  fuccefs. 
A  victory,  and  on  the  right  fide, 
over  fuch  an  adverfary  as  War- 
burton,  is  no  fmall  diftinCtion.  His 
triumphs  in  Hebrew  learning  were 
yet  more  gratifying.  Witnefs  his 
learned  PrseleCtions  on  its  poetry, 
while  he  held  the  poetry  profeffor- 
fhip,  from  173810  1 748,  at  Oxford. 
They  were  publifhed  in  1763,  and 
transited  into  Engliili  by  Mr.  Gre¬ 
gory  in  1787.  But  perhaps  the 
1110ft  enviable,  as  the  moft  ufeful 
archievements,  are  what  refer  to 
his  own  language  ;  which  owes  to 
him  what  nothing  faid  in  it  can 
evfcr  pay,  the  Firft  Inftitutes  of 
Grammar,  printed  in  17..;  and,  in 
his  Tranflation  of  Ifaiah,  the  fub- 
liraeft  poetry  in  the  world. — His 
obligations  to  the  colleges  where  he 
received  his  education  are  admira¬ 
bly  expreifed  in  his  judicious,  com¬ 
plete,  and  learned  Life  of  their 
Founder,  1 7 5 B  ;  reprinted,  with  ad¬ 
ditions,  1759.  His  gratitude  to  the 
univerfity  at  large  was  not  more 
finely  worded  in  that  elegant  vin¬ 
dication  of  her  in  his  letter  to  Bi¬ 
fhop  Warburton,  p  64.  —  ■  ■  His 
perfonal  manners  and  opinions  had 
in  them  nothing  particular.  That 
his  morality  was  religious,  and  that 

his 
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his  religion  was  Chriftian,  need 
not  be  doubted.  Heconverfed  with 
lettered  elegance,  with  very  court¬ 
ly  tuavity  and  eate. - His  tafte  in 

the  arts  was  highly  refined,  and  of 
the  objects  in  which  the  imagina¬ 
tion  loves  to  revet,  iandfcape  fce- 
nery  appeared  to  intereft  him  mod. 
—  His  temper  was  quickly  fympa- 
thetic,  but  more  fufceptible  to  for- 
iow  than  joy.  On  provocations 
that  led  to  anger,  bis  emotions 
were  rather  halty ;  and  it  was  to 
the  praife  of  his  difciphne,  rather 
than  his  nature,  that  they  never 
held  him  too  tall:,  nor  hurried  him 
too  far.  Through  various  ftruggles 
of  duty  and  trial,  no  evidence  of 
manhood  could  be  finer,  whether 
difafter  was  to  be  fuffered  or  fub- 
dued.  His  lamentations  on  his 
daughter’s  tomb  will  be  cherifhed 
every  where,  till  pathetic  elegance 
fhall  be  no  more.  When  his  other 
daughter  dropped  in  fudden  death 
at  his  tea-table,  and  his  eldeft  fon, 
with  all  that  fcholarfhip  and  honour 
could  do  for  him,  was  given  pre¬ 
maturely  to  the  grave,  he  exempli¬ 
fied  the  refources  which  God  has 
given  to  man,  when  reafon  is  invi¬ 
gorated  by  faith,  and  the  fpirit  of  man 
is  “  to  borrow  not  without  hope.” 
To  glory  in  infirmity  is,  it  not  vain, 
boaftful  pre-eminence.  Yet,  it  ever 
infirmity  had  fuctr  mitigation  in 
their  caufe,  they  were  thofe  ot  the 
excellent  perfon  we  now  lament. 
His  mental  vifitations  arofe,  chiefly, 
from  the  extreme  tendernefs  of  his 
heart.  His  bodily  ailments,  Tiffot 
can  prove,  were  thofe  which  follow 
from  being  ftudious  over-much. 
8uch  feems  to  be,  on  a  fummary 
view*,  the  leading  points  of  this 
verv  confpicuous  object.  Where  an 
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object  brightens  with  fuch  unufual 
1  afire ,  it  is  not  ufelefs  to  admire. 
To  imitate,  would  be  very  ufeful 
indeed. - Learning  and  benevo¬ 

lence  equally  characterised  his  Lord- 
fliip  ;  nor  was  he  lefs  diftinguifhed 
for  a  fruitful  and  happy  genius. 
The  ardour  of  his  mind  never  abat¬ 
ed  in  his  literary  purfuits.  He 
wrote  in  the  pureft  Hebrew.  Dr. 
Sharpe  and  his  Lordfhip  were  both 
of  opinion,  that  this  was  the  lan¬ 
guage  fpoken  in  Paradife.  We  find, 
by  this  excellent  and  learned  Pre¬ 
late,  that  the  true  ancient  Hebrew 
character  is  that  which  is  found  on 
the  medals  of  Simon,  commonly 
called  the  Samaritan  medals,  but 
which  were  really  Hebrew  medals, 
ft  ruck  by  the  Jews,  and  not  the  Sa¬ 
maritans.  His  Lordfhip’s  “  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Antiquity  of  the 
Hebrew  Points”  are  deduced  from 
grammar,  teftimony,  and  hiftory.*— • 
Amongft  his  many  elegant  produc¬ 
tions,  there  is  one  not  yet  mention¬ 
ed,  which  affords  an  early  fpecimen 
ot  his  tafte  for  poetry  and  divinity. 
It  is  a  poem  “  On  the  Genealogy  of 
Chrift,”  as  it  is  reprefented  on  the 
eaft  window  of  Winchefter  college 
chapel,  and  was  written  when  he 
was  a  boy  at  Winchefter  fchool. — • 
Eight  ot  his  lermons,  preached  on 
public  occafions,  have  been  pub- 
lifhed,  and  it  is  hoped  will  now  be 
collected  into  a  volume  —Having 
been  much  afHifted  with  the  ftone, 
his  body  was  opened,  and  eight 
ftones  were  taken  away,  one  of  very 
confiderable  magnitude. — On  Mon¬ 
day  the  12th  of  November,  at  noon, 
his  Lordfhip’s  remains  were  private¬ 
ly  but  tolemnly  interred  in  a  vault 
at  Fulham  church,  near  thofe  of  his 
predeceflor.” 
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Qhfirvations  tending  to  /hew  that  the 
Wolf,  Jackal,  and  Dog ,  are  all  of 
the  fame  fpecies.  By  John  Hun¬ 
ter,  Efq.  F.  R  $. 

TH  E  true  diftin&ion  between 
different  fpecies  of  animals 
muff  ultimately*  as  appears  to  me, 
be  gathered  from  their  incapacity 
of  propagating  with  each  other  an 
offspring  capable  again  of  con¬ 
tinuing  itfelf  by  fubfeejuent  propa¬ 
gations  :  thus  the  horle  and  afs  be¬ 
get  a  mule  capable  of  copulation, 
but  incapable  of  begetting  or  pro¬ 
ducing  offspring.  If  it  be  true, 
that  the  mule  has  been  known  to 
breed,  which  muff  be  allowed  to  be 
an  extraordinary  faCt,  it  will  by  no 
means  be  fufficient  to  determine 
the  horfe  and  afs  to  be  of  the  fame 
fpecies ;  indeed,  from  the  copula¬ 
tion  of  mules  being  very  frequent, 
and  the  circumffance  of  their  breed¬ 
ing  very  rare,  1  fhoald  rather  attri¬ 
bute  it  to  a  degree  of  monftrofity 
in  the  organs  of  the  mule  which 
conceived,  not  being  thofe  of  a 
mixed  animal,  but  thofe  of  the  mare 
or  female  afs.  This  is  not  fo  far¬ 
fetched  an  idea,  when  we  confider 
that  fome  true  fpecies  produce  mon- 
ilers,  which  are  a  mixture  of  both 
fexes,  and  that  many  animals  of 
diftinCl  fex  are  incapable  of  breeding 
at  all. 


If  then  we  find  nature  in  its 
greateft  perfection  deviating  from 
general  principles,  why  may  not  it 
happen  like  wife  in  the  production 
of  mules,  fo  that  fometimes  a  mule 
ffiall  breed  from  the  circumffance  of 
its  being  a  monffer  refpeCting 
mules  ? 

The  times  of  uterine  geffaiion 
being  the  fame  in  all  the  varieties  of 
every  fpecies  of  animals,  this  cir¬ 
cumffance  becomes  neceffary  to  de¬ 
termine  a  fpecies. 

The  affinity  between  the  fox, 
wolf,  jackal,  and  feveral  varie¬ 
ties  of  the  dog,  in  their  external 
form  and  feveral  of  their  proper¬ 
ties,  is  fo  linking,  that  they  appear 
to  be  only  varieties  of  the  fame, fpe¬ 
cies.  The  fox  would  feem  to  be  a 
greater  remove  from  the  dog  than 
either  the  jackal  or  wolf,  at  leaft 
in  dilpolition,  not  being  either  fo 
fociable  refpeCting  its  own  fpecies 
or  man,  but  naturally  a  folitary 
animal  ;  from  all  which  I  lliould 
fufpeCt  it  is  only  allied  to  the  dog 
by  being  of  the  fame  genus.  It  is 
confidently  aliened  by  many,  that 
the  fox  breeds  with  the  dog,  but 
this  has  not  been  accurately  afeer- 
tained  $  but,  if  it  had,  it  would 
probably  h^ve  been  carried  further, 
and  once  breeding,  according  to 
what  we  have  faid,  does  not  con- 
ftitute  a  fpecies  ;  this,  however,  is 

a  part 
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a  part  I  mean  to  inveftigate. 
Wolves  and  jackals  are  found  in 
herds :  and  the  jackal  is  fo  little 
afraid  of  the  human  fpecies,  that, 
like  a  dog,  it  conies  into  houfes 
ift  fearch  of  food,  more  like  a  va¬ 
riety  of  the  dog  in  confeauence  of 
cultivation  than  chance.  It  is  by 
much  the  moft  familiar  of  the  two ; 
tor  we  fhall  find  hereafter,  that  in 
its  readinefs  to  copulate  with  the 
dog,  and  its  familiarity  with  the 
dog  afterwards,  it  is  fomewhat  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  wolf.  The  wolf 
then  being  an  animal  better  known 
in  Europe,  where  inquiries  of  this 
kind  are  made,  fome  pains  has  been 
taken  to  aftertain,  whether  or  not 
it  was  of  the  fame  fpecies  with  the 
dog ;  but,  I  believe,  it  has  been 
hitherto  confidered  as  only  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  fame  genus. 

Accident  often  does  as  much  for 
natural  hiftory  as  premeditated 
plans,  efpecially  when  nature  is  left 
to  itfeif.  The  firft  inftance  of  the 
dog  and  wolf  breeding  in  this  coun¬ 
try  feems  to  have  been  about  the 
year  1766.  A  Pomeranian  bitch 
of  Mr.  Brookes’s,  in  the  New  Road, 
was  lined  only  once  by  a  wolf,  and 
brought  forth  a  litter  of  nine  heal¬ 
thy  puppies.  The  veracity  of  Mr. 
Brookes  is  not  to  be  doubted,  re- 
fpedting  the  birch  being  lined  by  a 
wolt ;  yet,  as  it  was  poffible  fhe 
might  have  been  lined  by  fome 
common  dog  without  his  know¬ 
ledge,  the  fadt  was  not  clearly  made 
out  ;  but  it  has  been  fince  alcer- 
tained,  that  the  dog  and  wolf  will 
breed.  Several  noblemen  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  bought  lome  of  the  puppies, 
as  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Brookes. 
My  Lord  Clanbraftil  purchased  a 
bitch-puppy  ;  and  Mr.  Brookes 
prefented  one  to  me,  which  1  kept 
tor  obfervations  and  experiment. 
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Its  adtions  were  not  truly  thofe  of 
a  dog ;  it  had  more  quicknefs  in 
attending  to  things,  was  more  eafi- 
ly  ftartled,  as  if  particularly  appre- 
henfive  of  danger,  quicker  in  trart- 
fuions  from  one  action  to  another, 
not  fo  ready  to  the  call,  being 
docile  ;  and  from  thefe  peculiari¬ 
ties  it  loft  its  life,  being  ftoned  to 
death  in  the  ftreets  for  a  mad  dog. 

Hearing  that  Lord  ClanbrafTil’s 
bitch  had  bred,  Sir  Jofeph  Banks 
was  fo  obliging  as,  at  my  requeft, 
to  write  to  his  lordfhip,  who  fent 
the  following  account. 

Sir, 

About  feventeen  or  eighteen  years 
ago,  the  late  Lord  Monthermer 
and  I  happened  to  lee  a  dog- wolf 
at  Mr.  Brookes’s,  who  deals  in  ani¬ 
mals,  and  lives  in  the  New  Road. 
The  animal  was  remarkably  tame  ; 
and  it  (truck  us,  for  that  reafon, 
that  a  breed  might  be  procured  be¬ 
tween  him  and  a  bitch. 

We  promifed  Mr.  Brookes  a  good 
price  for  puppies,  if  he  fucceeded. 
In  about  a  year  a  bitch  produced 
nine,  and  Lord  Monthermer  bought 
one,  and  I  had  another,  which  was 
a  bitch.  Lord  Monthermer’s  died 
of  fits  in  about  two  years  :  mine 
lived  longer,  and  had  puppies  only 
once.  Oae  I  gave  to  Lord  Pem¬ 
broke  ;  but  what  became  of  it  I 
do  not  remember,  it  was  grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  wolf  by  the  dam, 
and  got  by  a  large  pointer  of  mine. 

It  might  be  con  fide  red,  that  Mr. 
Brookes’s  word  was  not  fufficient 
proof  that  the  puppies  were  really 
got  by  the  wolt ;  but  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  animals,  fo  totally  dif¬ 
ferent  from  all  others  of  the  canine 
fpecies,  did  not  leave  a  doubt  upon 
our  minds  ;  and  I  remember  Hans 
Stanley,  who  had  adopted  Buffon’s 

D  4  opinion, 
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opinion,  was  thoroughly  convinced 
upon  feeing  mine.  The  animals 
had  the  flhape  of  the  wolf  refined  : 
the  fur  long,  but  alinoft  as  fine  as 
that  of  the  black'fox. 

I  am  afraid  I  have  trefpalfed  too 
much  upon  your  time,  and  will  only 
beg  you  will  be  allured  nothing 
can  give  me  more  pleafure  than 
any  opportunity  of  affuring  you  how 
truly 

I  am,  Sir,  &e. 

Cl  ANBR  ASSIL. 

Jan.  7,  1787, 

Upon  the  fuppofition  that  Mr. 
Brookt's’s  bitch  was  lined  by  no 
dog  but  the  wolf,  which  I  think 
we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt,  the 
fpectes  of  the  wolf  is  afcertained 
but  l  chofe  to  trace  this  breed  ftill 
further  ;  and  hearing  that  Lord 
Pembroke’s  bitch  had  likewife  bred, 
1  was  anxious  to  know  the  truth  of 
it ;  and,  finding  his  lordfhip  was 
in  France,  1  took  the  liberty  of 
writing  to  Lord  Herbert,  and  re¬ 
ceived  in  anfwer  the  following  let¬ 
ter, 

Wilton-houfe,  Dec,  2,0,  1786- 

Sir, 

The  half-bred  wolf-bitch  you  al¬ 


lude  to  was  given,  as  I  always  un~ 
derftood,  to  Lord  Pembroke  by 
Lord  Clanbraffil.  She  might,  per¬ 
haps,  have  been  bought  at  Brookes’s 
by  him.  She  had  four  litters,  one 
of  ten  puppies,  by  a  dog  between 
a  maftiff  and  a  bull-dog.  One  of 
thefe  was  given  to  f)r.  Eyre,  at 
Wells  in  Somerfetfhire,  and  one  to 
Mr.  Bucket,  at  Stockbridge.  The 
fecond  litter  was  of  nine  puppies, 
fome  of  which  were  fent  to  Ireland, 
but  to  whom  I  know  not.  This 
litter  was  by  a  different  dog,  but  of 
the  fame  breed  as  the  firit.  The 
third  litter  was  of  eight  puppies, 
by  a  large  maftiff.  Two  of  thefe 
were,  I  believe,  fent  to  the  prefent 
Duke  of  Queenfberry.  The  fourth 
litter  confifted  of  feven  puppies ; 
two  of  which  were  fent  to  M.  Cer- 
jat,  a  gentleman  who  now  refides 
at  Laufanne  in  Switzerland,  and  is 
famous  for  breaking  dogs  remarka¬ 
bly  well.  Thefe  two  puppies  were, 
however,  naturally  fo  wild  and  un¬ 
ruly,  that  he  found  it  impoftible  to 
break  them.  She  died  four  years 
ago,  and  the  following  infcription 
was  put  over  the  place  where  fhe  is 
buried  in  this  garden,  by  Lord 
Pembroke’s  orders. 


Here  lies  Lupa, 
whofe  grandmother  was  a  wolf, 
whofe  father  and  grandfather  were  dogs,  and  whofe 
mother  was  halt  wolt  and  halt  dog.  She  died 
on  the  fixteeDth  of  October,  1782,  aged  12  years. 


1  arn  forry  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  give  you  any  better  account  ; 
but  if  von  think  proper  to  write  to 
Lord  Pembroke,  who  is  at  Paris,  1 
am  convinced  he  will  be  very ’happy 
to  give  you  any  turther  information. 

I  am,  &c. 

Herbert, 


Buffon,  whofe  remarks  in  natural 
hiftory  are  well  known,  made  ex¬ 
periments  to  afcertain  how  far  the 
wolf  and  dog  were  of  the  fame  fpe- 
cies,  but  without  fuccefs.  He  fays, 
“  A  ftie-wolf,  which  I  kept  three 
“  years,  although  flhut  up  very 
u  young,  and  along  with  a  grey- 

u hound 
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“  hound  of  the  fame  age,  in  a  fpa- 
44  cious  yard,  could  not  be  brought 
“  to  agree  with  it,  nor  endure  it 
44  even  when  ihe  was  in  heat.  She 
“  was  the  weakeft  yet  the  mod 
M  mifchievous  ;  provoking,  attack- 
“  ing,  and  biting  the  dog,  which 
M  at  firft  only  defended  itfelf,  but 
“  at  lad  killed  her/’  And  in  an¬ 
other  part  of  his  work,  he  makes 
the  following  obfervation:  “’The 
44  dog,  the  wolf,  the  fox,  and  the 
“  jackal,  form  a  genus,  of  which 
“  the  different  fpecies  are  really  fo 
44  nearly  allied  to  each  other,  and 
44  of  which  the  individuals  refem- 
“  ble  each  other  fo  much,  particu- 
44  larly  by  the  internal  ftru&ure 
44  and  parts  of  generation,  that  it  is 
44  difficult  to  conceive  why  they  do 
44  not  breed  together  V” 

This  part  of  natural  hiftory  lay 
dormant  till  Mr.  Gough,  who  lei  Is 


birds  and  has  a  collection  of  ani¬ 
mals  on  Holborn-hill,  repeated  the 
experiment  on  a  wolf-hitch,  which 
was  very  tame,  and  had  all  the  ac- 
tions  of  a  dog  under  confinement. 
A  dog  is  the  mod  proper  fubjeft  for 
companion,  as  we  have  oppoituni- 
ties  of  being  acquainted  with  its 
difpofiiions  and  modes  ot  exprefiing 
its  fenfations,  which  are  rnoft  dil- 
tingujfhable  in  the  motion  of  the 
ears  and  tail  ;  fuch  as  pricking  up 
the  ears  when  anxious,  wifhing  or, 
in  expectation  ;  depreftfng  them 
when  fupplicant,  or  in  fear  ;  railing 
the  tail  in  anger  or  love,  depreffing 
it  in  fear,  and  moving  it  laterally 
in  friendfhip ;  and  likewiie  in  rail¬ 
ing  the  hair  on  the  back  from  many 
attentions  of  the  mind.  This  ani¬ 
mal  became  in  heat  in  the  month 
of  December  1785  ;  and  as  Mr, 
Gough  had  fome  idea  of  breeding 


•  In  the  Supplement  to  his  works,  he  gives  the  following  account  which  had 
been  fent  to  him.  iC  A  very  young  fhe-wolf,  brought  up  at  the  Marquis  of 
“  Spontin’s,  at  Namur,  had  a  dog,  of  nearly  the  fame  age,  kept  with  it  as  a 
*'  companion.  For  two  years  they  were  at  liberty,  coming  and  going  about  th* 
u  apartments,  the  kitchen,  the  (tables,  See.  lying  under  the  table,  and  upon  the 
**  feet  of  thofe  who  fat  round  it.  They  lived  in  the  greateft  familiarity. 

“  The  dog  was  a  ftrong  greyhound.  The  wolf  was  fed  on  milk  for  fix 
4(  months ;  after  that,  raw  meat  was  given  her,  which  ihe  preferred  to  that 
“  which  was  drefled.  When  ihe  ate  no  one  durft  approach  herj  but  at  other 
**  times  people  might  do  as  they  pleafed,  provided  they  did  not  ufe  her  ill.  At 
**  firft  ihe  made  much  of  all  the  dogs  which  were  brought  to  her ;  but  after- 
“  wards  ihe  gave  the  preference  to  her  old  companion,  and  from  that  time  ihe  be- 
**  came  very  fierce  if  any  ttrange  dog  approached  her.  She  was  lined  for  the  firft 
"  time  on  the  25th  of  Maichj  this  was  frequently  repeated  while  her  heat  con- 
“  tinued,  which  was  fixteen  days  ;  and  ihe  littered  the  6th  of  June,  at  eight 
“  o’clock  in  the  morning}  the  period  of  gfcfiu  on  was  therefore  ieventy-three 
4‘  days  at  the  moft  *.  She  brought  for  h  four  young  ones  of  a  blackiih  colour, 
**  fome  of  whofe  feet,  and  a  part  of  the  breaft,  were  white  ;  in  this  refpeft 
4‘  taking  after  the  dog,  who  was  black  ard  white.  From  the  time  ihe  littered 
“  ihe  became  furly,  and  fet  up  her  hack  at  thole  who  came  near  her;  did  not 
“  know  her  mailers,  and  would  even  have  killed  the  dog,  if  it  had  been  in  her 
*•  power.” 


*  This  !r  a  longer  period  than  in  the  bitch  by  at  leatl  ten  days ;  but  as  the  account 
was  made  from  the  firft  time  of  her  being  lined,  and  fire  was  in  heat  for  a  fortnighf, 
and  lined  in  that  t  ne,  it  is  very  probable,  if  the  time  was  known  when  (he  conceived, 
that  it  would  prove  to  be  the  fame  period  as  in  the  dog. 


from 
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from  wild  animals,  as  monkies, 
leopards,  &c.  he  was  anxious  to 
have  the  wolf  lined  by  fome  dog  ; 
but  /he  would  not  allow  any  dog  to 
come  near  her,  probably  from  her 
not  being  accuftonied  to  be  with 
dogs,  and  being  always  chained. 
She  was  held,  however,  while  a 
greyhound  deg  lined  her,  and  they 
were  faftened  together  exadly  as 
the  do?  and  bitch.  While  in  con- 

o 

junction  /he  was  pretty  quiet ;  but 
when  at  libeity,  ihe  endeavoured 
to  fly  at  the  dog.  In  this  way  fhe 
was  twice  lined.  She  conceived, 
and  brought  forth  four  young  ones. 
The  time  /he  went  with  voung  was 

•  o 

not  exactly  known  ;  but  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  fame  as  in  the 
bitch.  Two  of  the  puppies  were 
like  the  dog  in  colour,  who  had 
large  black  fpots  to  a  white  ground  ; 
one  was  a  black  colour,  and  the 
fourth  a  kind  of  dun,  and  would 
probably  have  been  like  the  mo¬ 
ther.  She  took  great  care  of  them* 
yet  did  not  feem  very  anxious  when 
one  was  taken  from  her  by  the 
keeper  ;  nor  did  fhe  feem  afraid 
when  flrangers  came  into  the  ropm. 
Unfortunately  thefe  expeiiments 
were  carried  no  further  j  one  being, 
fold  to  a  gentleman,  who  carried 
it  to  the  Eaft  Indies ;  and  the  other 
three  were  killed  by  a  leopard,  one 
of  which  1  was  to  have  had.  The 
fame  wolf  was  in  heat  in  December 
1786,  and  was  lined  feveral  times 
by  a  dog.  She  pupped  on  the  24th 
of  February  1787,  and  had  fix  pup¬ 
pies  which  may  afford  opportuni¬ 
ties,  if  they  are  thought  nece/fary, 
of  repeating  experiments  on  this 
fuhjcCt. 

While  purfuing  this  fubjedf,  I 
was  informed  that  Captain  Meats* 
of  the  Royal  Bifhop  Eafl-Indiaman, 
had  brought  home  a  bitch  jackal 


with  young,  which  had  brought, 
forth  foon  after  his  arrival  j  and 
that  he  had  given  the  bitch  jackai 
and  one  puppy  to  Mr.  Baily,  bird- 
merchant,  in  Piccadilly.  I  went  to 
fee  them*  and  purchafed  the  puppy, 
the  fubjeft  of  the  following  experi¬ 
ment,  which  had  difpofitions  very 
fimilar  to  the  half-bred  wolf  which  I 
had  from  Mr.  Brookes  before  men¬ 
tioned. 

To  have  a  true  hiftory  of  this 
animal,  I  took  the  libei  ty  of  writing 
to  Mr.  Mears,  who  politely  called 
upon  me,  and,  at  my  requeft,  put 
Gown  the  particulars  in  the  form  of 
a  letter  to  me,  of  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  copy. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  of  yours  the 
15th  inlfant  ;  and  with  regard  to 
the  female  jackal,  I  can  allure  you, 
that  fhe  took  a  final  1  lpaniel  dog  of 
mine  on  board  my  Hup,  the  Royal 
Bifhop.  I  had  her,  when  a  Cub,  at 
Bombay  ;  and  a  very  fhorj  time  be¬ 
fore  1  arrived  in  England  Hie  got 
to  heat,  and  enticed  this  fmall  dog 
into  the  long-boat,  where  I  faw 
them  repeatedly  faft  together.  I 
brought  her  to  my  houfe  in  the 
country,  where  fhe  puppecT fix  pup¬ 
pies,  one  of  which  you  have  leen, 
Mr.  Flaw,  at  N*  90,  Tottenham 
Court  -  Road,  has  a  dog  -  puppy, 
which  will  be  at  your  fervice  at 
any  time  you  chufe  to  lend  for  him, 
to  make  any  further  experiments. 
1  called  on  Mr.  Flaw,  and  got  his 
promife  to  let  you  have  rhe  dog. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  &c* 
YVm.  Mears. 

N°  107,  Hatton-ftreet, 

1 6th  jan.  1786. 

P.  S.  I  had  the  bitch  on  board 
fourteen  months. 


I  took 
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I  took  this  puppy  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  chained  it  up  near  a  mal- 
tiff  dog,  and  they  were  very  fami- 
] iar,  and  feemingly  fond  of  each 
other.  When  the  bitch  became  firft 
in  heat,  I  could  not  get  a  proper 
dog  for  her  ;  but  the  latter  end  of 
September  being  again  in  the  fame 
filuation,  feveral  dogs  were  pro¬ 
cured  and  left  with  her.  They  ap¬ 
peared  indifferent  about  her,  pro¬ 
bably  from  being  in  a  ftrange  place ; 
and  fhe  did  not  feem  inclined  to  be 
familiar  with  them  ;  whether  the 
great  dog  might  be  able  to  line 
her  1  do  not  know  ;  fihe  was,  how¬ 
ever,  twice  tied  by  a  tarrier  on  the 
3d  of  October.  In  a  few  weeks 
fhe  was  evidently  become  bigger  ; 
and  on  the  30th  of  November,  in 
all  fifty-nine  days,  fhe  brought  forth 
five  puppies.  Some  cays  before 
this  period  fhe  dug  a  hole  under 
ground,  by  the  fide  of  her  kennel, 
in  which  ihe  brought  forth,  and  it 
was  foine  time  before  fhe  would 
allow  the  puppies  to  flay  in  the 
kennel  when  put  there.  In  about 
eight  days  fome,  and  nine  days 
others  of  them  began  to  open  their 
eye-lids. 

Here  then  is  an  abfolute  proof  of 
the  jackal  being  a  dog;  and  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me,  that  the  wolf  is  equal¬ 
ly  made  out  to  be  of  the  fame  Ipe- 
cies.  It  sow  then  becomes  a  quef- 
tion,  whether  the  wolf  is  from  the 
jackal,  or  tne  jackall  from  the  wolf, 
fuppofing  they  had  but  one  origin  ? 
From  the  fuppofition,  that  varieties 
become  more  tame  in  their  nature, 
we  fihould  be  led  to  believe,  the 
wolf  to  be  the  original,  and  that 
the  jackal  was  a  ftep  towards  civi¬ 
lization  in  that  fpecies  of  animal. 
There  are  wolves  of  various  kinds, 
each  country  having  a  wolf  pecu¬ 
liar  to  itfelf;  but  the  jackals  that 
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I  have  feen  have  been  more  uni¬ 
formly  the  fame,  both  thofe  from 
Africa,  and  thofe  from  the  Eaft- 
Indies.  I  am  informed,  however, 
that  they  vary  in  fize.  Whether 
all  the  wolves  of  different  countries 
are  of  one  fpecies,  or  fome  of  them 
only  of  the  fame  genus,  1  do  not 
know  ;  but  I  fihould  rather  fuppofe 
them  to  be  all  of  one  fpecies. 
What  is  with  me  an  argument  in 
favour  of  this  fuppofition  is,  that, 
if  there  were  wolves  of  diftindt  fpe¬ 
cies,  we  Ihould  have  had  by  this 
time  a  great  variety  of  that  ipecies 
of  wolves,  with  the  various  difpo- 
fitions  arifing  from  variation  in 
other  refpedts  ;  and  thofe  varieties 
now  turned  to  very  ufeful  purpofes, 
as  has  been  the  cafe  with  the  dog  ; 
for  ail  the  wolves  we  are  yet  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  have  naturally  the 
principle  of  cultivation  in  them, 
as  much  probably  as  any  animal, 
or  as  much  at  leaft  as  thofe  wolves 
we  row  know  to  be  dogs.  The  not 
having  a  civilized  fpecies  of  wolf 
is,  indeed,  with  me  a  proof  that 
they  are  all  of  the  fame  fpecies 
with  the  dog.  It  they  are  all  of 
the  fame  fpecies  with  the  dog,  then 
the  firft  variety  that  took  place  was 
ftill  in  the  charadter  of  a  wolf,  dil- 
fering  only  in  colour,  or  fome  tri¬ 
vial  circumftance,  which  could  only 
take  place  from  a  difference  in 
climate ;  civilization  or  cultivation 
in  a  ftate  of  nature  being  the  fame 
in  them  all.  Where  they  became 
jackal,  or  what  we  now  call  dog, 
is  difficult  to  fay  ;  or  what  dog  we 
can  call  the  firft  remove,  as  many 
dogs  differ  very  much  from  one 
another ;  or  whether  the  jackal  is 
the  intermediate  link  between  the 
wolf  and  the  dog.  In  either  cafe 
we  have  three  great  varieties  in 
this  fpecies,  wolf,  jackal,  and  dog, 

with 
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with  the  varieties  in  each.  If  the 
dog  is  proved  to  be  the  wolf  tamed, 
the  jackal  may  probably  be  the  dog 
returned  to  his  wild  date. 

To  afcenain  the  original  animal 
of  a  fpecies,  it  is  proper  to  examine 
all  the  varieties  of  that  foecies,  and 

A.  7 

fee  how  far  they  have  the  character 
of  the  genus,  and  what  refemblance 
they  bear  to  the  other  fpecies  of 
the  genus  ;  for  it  is  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  original,  or  the  ani¬ 
mal  which  is  neared  to  it,  will  have 
more  of  the  true  character  of  the 
genus,  and  will  have  a  ftronger  re¬ 
femblance  to  the  fpecies  neareft  al¬ 
lied  to  it,  than  any  of  the  other  va¬ 
rieties  ol  its  own  fpecies. 

If  we  apply  this  to  the  dog,  and 
confider  the  lox  as  a  didinCt  fpe¬ 
cies,  which  there  is  great  realon  to 
believe  it  is,  that  variety  which  has 
the  ftrcnged  refemblance  to  the 
fox,  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  the 
original  of  all  the  others  ;  which 
will  prove  to  be  the  wolf. 

Another  mode  of  confidering  this 
fubjeCt,  which  is  however  fecondary 
to  the  above,  is,  fuppofing  that  all 
animals  were  at  fiift  wild  ;  and, 
therefore,  that  thofe  animals  which 
remain  wild,  are  the  original  dock  ; 
and  that  the  further  we  fiud  ani¬ 
mals  removed  from  their  originals 
in  appearance,  they  are  really  fur¬ 
ther  removed  in  conftquence  of  va¬ 
riation  taking  place  from  cultiva¬ 
tion,  fo  that  we  may  ill  11  be  able 
to  trace  the  gradation.  What  gives 
fome  force  to  this  idea  is,  that 
where  the  dogs  have  been  lead 
cultivated,  there  they  dill  retain 
mod  of  their  original  character,  or 
fimilarity  to  the  wolf  or  the  jackal, 
both  in  fhape  and  diipofition.  Thus 
the  fhepherd’s  dog,  all  over  the 
world,  has  drongly  the  character 
of  the  wolf  or  jackal ;  fo  that  but 


little  difference  is  to  be  obferved9 
except  in  fize  and  hair.  Size  is, 
perhaps,  a  variety  taking  place  un¬ 
der  a  variety  of  circumdances  j  but 
difference  in  hair  is,  in  general, 
influenced  by  climate,  although  per¬ 
haps  not  always  fo.  Thus  the  wolf 
has  longer  and  fofter  hair  than  the 
jackal,  becaufe  he  is  a  more  nor¬ 
thern  animal  ;  and  the  jackal  and 
fhepherd’s  dog  in  Portugal  and 
Spain  have  fhorter  and  dronger  hair 
than^thofe  of  Germany  or  Kamfchat- 
ka,  from  inhabiting  warmer  cli¬ 
mates.  But  when  we  confider  their 
general  fhape,  the  character  of  coun¬ 
tenance,  the  quick  manner  with  the 
pricked  and  ereCt  ears,  we  mud 
fuppofe  them  varieties  of  the  fame 
fpecies.  The  duelling  at  the  tail 
has  been  defcribed  as  charaCteridic 
of  the  dog  ;  but,  I  believe,  it  is 
common  to  mod  animals,  and  only 
marks  the  male  ;  for  it  is  the  mod 
certain  way  the  male  has  of  know¬ 
ing  the  female,  and  alfo  difclofes 
another  fcent,  which  is  the  final  in- 
-tention,  whether  the  female  is  dif- 
po fed  to  receive  the  male. 

The  fdquimaux  dog,  and  that 
found  aiUong  the  Indians  as  far 
fcuth  as  the  Cherokees  ;  the  fhep- 
heid’s  dog  in  Germany,  called  Po¬ 
meranian  ;  the  fhepherd’s  dog  in 
Portugal  and  Spain  ;  have  all  a 
ftrong  fimilarity  to  the  wolf  and 
jackal. 

Buffon,  on  the  origin  of  dogs, 
feems  to  have  polfeffed  nearly  the 
fame  idea  ;  for  he  fays  the  fhep¬ 
herd’s  dog  is  the  original  dock 
from  which  the  different  races  of 
dogs  have  fprung. 

As  the  wolf  turns  out  to  be  a 
dog,  it  teems  aflonifhing,  that  there 
was  no  account  of  dogs  being  found 
in  America.  But  this  1  confider  as 
a  defeCl  in  the  fird  hiftory  ot  that 

country, 
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country,  for  there  are  wolves  ;  and 
1  think,  in  fpite  of  all  that  has 
been  faid  to  the  contrary,  the  Ef- 
quimaux  and  Indian  dog  is  only  a 
variety  from  a  wolf  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  which  had  been  tamed.  Mr. 
Cameron,  of  Titchfield-ftreet,  who 
was  many  years  among  the  Chero- 
kees,  and  confiderably  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  that  country,  obferves,  that 
the  dog  found  there  is  very  fmiilar 
to  the  wolf,  and  that  the  natives 
confider  it  to  be  a  fpecies  of  tame 
wolf ;  but  as  we  come  more  among 
the  Europeans  who  have  fettled 
there,  the  dogs  are  more  of  a  mixed 
breed  ;  for  why  they  fhould  only 
have  had  this  kind  of  dog  trans¬ 
ported  among  them,  while  every 
other  part  of  America  has  the  va¬ 
rieties  of  Europe,  is  not  eafily 
lolved. 

The  voice  of  animals  is  common¬ 
ly  chara&eriftic  of  the  fpecies  ;  but 
I  fhould  fuppofe,  it  is  only  charac- 
teriftic  of  the  original  fpecies,  and 
not  always  of  the  variety,  and  this 
fuppofuion  holds  good  in  the  dog- 
fpecies.  It  would  appear,  that  the 
voice  of  the  wolf  and  the  jackal  is 
very  fimilar,  and  is  principally  con¬ 
veyed  through  the  nofe,  and  exaftly 
refembles  that  noife  in  dogs,  which 
is  a  mark  of  longing  or  melancholy, 
and  alfo  of  fondnefs  ;  but  has  no  re- 
femblance  to  the  bark  of  the  dog, 
which  they  do  not  perform.  Bark¬ 
ing  is  peculiar  to  certain  varieties 
of  the  dog  kind,  and  even  fome  that 
do  bark,  do  it  lefs  than  others  The 
dogs  in  the  South-fea  iflands  do  not 
bark  :  our  greyhound  barks  but  lit¬ 
tle  ;  while  the  maftiff,  and  many  of 
the  fmalier  tribe,  as  fpaniels,  are 
particularly  noify  in  this  way.  It 
would  appear  as  if  the  frequency  of 
this  noife  arofe  from  imitation  ;  for 
the  dogs  in  the  South-feas  learn  to 
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bark  ;  and  others,  as  the  hound, 
have  a  peculiar  howl,  which,  by 
huntfmen,  is  called  the  tongue. 
This  noiie.  as  alio  the  bark,  is 
made  by  opening  the  mouth.  A 
variety  in  the  voice,  or  fome  parts 
of  the  voice,  in  the  varieties  of  the 
fame  fpecies,  is  not  peculiar  to  the 
dog. 

O 


A  remarkable  Cafe  of  numerous  Births , 
with  Ob  [elevations.  By  Maxwell 
Garthlhore,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and 
A.  S.  in  a  Letter  to  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  Bart.  P.  R.  S. 

To  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart.  P.  R.  S. 

St.  MartinVLane,  May  28,  1787. 
Sir, 

TH  E  following  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  cafe,  communicated 
to  me  by  Dr.  Plane,  F.  R.  S.  I  take 
the  liberty,  at  his  defire,  to  tranfmit 
to  you,  with  his  letter  to  me,  con¬ 
taining  the  proofs  of  its  authenti¬ 
city;  hoping  that  it  will  appear  to 
you,  as  it  did  to  us,  worthy  of  being 
read  at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Roval  Sociery,  as  a  fa£t  in  natural 
hiftory,  which  is  equally  uncom¬ 
mon,  curious,  and  well  vouched.  In 
order,  however,  to  make  its  lingu¬ 
la  rity  more  apparent,  1  have  token 
the  liberty  to  fubjoin  fome  obfer ra¬ 
tions  on  births  of  this  kind,  with 
fnch  well  authenticated  accounts  of 
lunilar  events  as  1  have  been  able  to 
procure,  confining  myfelt  chiefly  to 
thole  which  have  happened  in  our 
own  country,  where  we  are  lea  ft 
like!'7  to  be  deceived, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, &c. 
Maxwell  Garthshore. 

P.  S.  As  one  proof  of  its  fingu- 
larity,  I,  many  months  ago,  em¬ 
ployed 
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ployed  various  friends  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  Berlin,  Vienna,  Lyons,  Pa¬ 
ris,  and  Ghent,  to  collect  for  me 
well  authenticated  cafes  of  this  kind, 
and  1  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to 
procure  any. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Blane, 
Phyfician  to  his  Majefty’s  Navy 
and  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital, 
F.  R.  S.  to  Dr,  Garthfhore,  Phy- 
fician  to  the  Britifh  Lying-in  Hof¬ 
pital. 

Sadwille-Street,  June  22,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  few  days  ago,  I  received  from 
the  country,  an  account  of  a  woman 
who  was  delivered  of  five  children 
at  a  birth  in  April  laft.  As  your 
extenfive  experience  and  reading  in 
this  line  of  practice  enable  you  to 
judge,  how  far  this  fadt  is  rare  or 
interefting,  I  fubmit  it  to  you,  whe¬ 
ther  it  deferves  to  be  communicated 
to  the  Royal  Society.  Mr.  Hull, 
the  gentleman  who  fent  me  the 
cafe,  is  a  very  fenfible  and  ingeni¬ 
ous  pradlitioner  of  phyfic,  at  Black¬ 
burn,  in  Lancafhire.  He  attended 
the  labour  himfelf  from  beginning 
to  end,  and  his  character  for  fide¬ 
lity  and  accuracy  is  well  known  to 
me,  as  he  was  formerly  a  pupil  at 
the  hofpital  to  which  1  am  phyfici- 
an  ;  fo  that  no  fadt  can  be  better 
authenticated.  He  mentions  alfo, 
that  he  has  preferved  all  thofe  five 
children  in  fpirits  ;  and,  if  defired, 
he  will  fend  them  for  the  infp'edtion 
of  the  Society  *. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  & c. 

Gilb ext  Blank. 


Margaret  Waddington,  aged  twen¬ 
ty-one,  a  poor  woman  of  the  town- 
lliip  of  Lower  Darwin,  near  Black¬ 
burn  in  Lancafhire,  formerly  deli¬ 
vered  of  one  child  at  the  full  term 
of  pregnancy,  conceived  a  fecond 
time  about  the  beginning  of  De¬ 
cember  1785,  and  from  that  period 
became  affedted  with  the  ufuai 
fymptoms  that  attend  breeding.  At 
the  end  of  the  firft  month  fhe  be¬ 
came  lame,  complained  of  confide- 
rable  pains  in  her  loins,  and  the 
enlargement  of  her  body  was  fo  re¬ 
markably  rapid,  that  fhe  was  then 
judged  by  her  neighbours  to  be  al- 
mofl  half  gone  with  child.  At  the 
end  of  the  fecond  month  fhe  found 
herfelf  fomewhat  larger,  and  her 
breeding  complaints  continued  to 
increafe.  When  the  third  month 
was  completed,  flie  thought  herfelf 
fully  as  large  as  fhe  had  formerly 
been  in  her  ninth  month,  and  to 
her  former  fymptoms  of  naufea, 
vomiting,  Jamenefs,  and  pain  of 
the  loins,  fhe  had  now  added  a 
diftreffing  fhortnefs  of  breath.  She 
continued  to  increafe  fo  rapidly  in 
fixe,  that  fhe  thought  fhe  could  per¬ 
ceive  herfelf  growing  larger  every 
day,  and  fhe  was  under  the  fre¬ 
quent  neceffity  of  widening  her 
cloaths.  When  fhe  reckoned  her¬ 
felf  eighteen  weeks  gone,  fhe  firft 
perceived  fomewhat  indifiinftly  the 
motion  of  a  child.  By  the  20th  of 
April,  1786,  all  her  complaints 
were  become  much  mere  diftref- 
fing  ;  fhe  had  much  teniion  and 
pain  over  all  the  abdomen,  her  vo¬ 
miting  was  inceffant,  and  five  now 
could  not  make  water  but  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty.  The  fymptoms 


*  They  were  accordingly  fent  j  and  having  been  exhibited  to  the  Society  when 
this  paper  was  read,  are  now  depofited  in  the  Mufeum  of  Mr.  John  Hunter. 
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being  palliated  by  Mr.  Lancafter, 
flie  advanced  in  her  pregnancy  to 
Monday  the  24th  of  April,  when 
being  luppofed  to  have  arrived  at 
the  twentieth  week,  die  was  feized 
with  labour  pains.  Thefe  conti¬ 
nued  gradually  to  increale  till  the 
next  day,  about  two  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  at  which  time  I  was  fent 
for,  Mr.  Lancafter  being  abfent, 
and  fhe  was  foon  delivered  of  a 
finall,  dead,  but  not  putrid,  female 
child.  The  pains  continuing,  this 
was  foon  followed  by  a  fecond  lefs 
fchild  ;  to  this  very  foon  fucceeded 
a  third,  larger  than  the  firft,  which 
was  alive  ;  to  thefe  a  fourth  foon 
followed,  fomewhat  larger  than  the 
firft,  and  very  putrid  ;  laft  of  all, 
there  foon  fucceeded  a  fifth  child, 
larger  than  any  of  the  former,  and 
born  alive.  Thefe  five  children 
were  all  females ;  two  were  born 
alive  ;  and  the  whole  operation 
was  performed  in  the  lpace  df  fifty 
minutes.  The  firft  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  at  two  in  the  afternoon, 
and  the  laft  at  ten  minutes  before 
three.  Each  child  prefented  natu¬ 
rally,  was  preceded  by  a  feparate 
burft  ot  water,  and  was  delivered 
by  the  natural  pains  only.  In  a 
fhort  time  after  the  birth  oi  the  laft, 
the  placenta  was  expelled  by  nature 
without  any  haemorrhage,  was  un- 

The  1  ft  born  dead  - 
The  2d  —  ■  putrid 
The  3d  ■  -  alive  - 
The  4th— ——putrid 
The  5th—— alive  - 

The  mother,  in  fpite  of  the 
crowds  with  which  her  chamber 
was  continually  filled,  continued  to 
recover,  and  was  able  to  be  out  of 
bed  the  27th  and  28th,  her  third 
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commonly  large,  and  in  fome  places 
beginning  to  be  putrid.  It  con¬ 
fided  of  one  uniform  continued 
cake,  and  was  not  divided  into 
diftindt  placentulse,  the  lobufed  ap¬ 
pearance  being  nearly  equal  all 
over.  Each  funis  was  contained  in 
a  feparate  cell,  within  which  each 
child  had  been  lodged  -r  and  it  was 
eafy  to  perceive,  by  the  ftate  of  the 
funis,  and  that  part  of  the  placenta 
to  which  it  adhered,  in  which  lac 
the  dead,  and  in  which  the  living 
children  had  been  contained.  I 
examined  the  fepta  of  the  cells  very 
carefully,  but  could  not  divide  them 
as  ufual  into  diftin£t  laminse,  nor 
determine  which  was  chorion  or 
which  amnios.  I  could  not  prevail 
on  the  good  women  to  allow  me  to 
carry  it  home,  to  be  more  narrowly 
mfpe&ed ;  and  I  fubmitted  more 
readily  to  their  prejudice  for  its 
being  burned,  as  its  very  foil  tex¬ 
ture  feemed  to  me  to  render  it 
hardly  capable  to  bear  injeflion. 
The  two  living  children  having  fur- 
vived  their  birth  but  a  fhort  time, 
I  was  allowed  to  carry  them  home  ; 
and  I  have  preferved  the  whole  five 
in  fpirits,  and  have  fince  weighed 
and  mea fared  them,  and  find  their 
proportions  to  be  as  follows  in  avoir¬ 
dupois  weight,  inches  and  parts. 
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and  fourth  days  ;  but.  finding  her- 
felf  then  v/eak,  by  my  advice,  kept 
her  bed  till  the  Jiih  of  May,  when 
Jfhe  went  out  of  doors,  and  on  the 
2  ill  walked  to  Blackburn,  two  miles 

diftanr. 
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ciiftant.  This  was  the  27th  day 
from  her  delivery,  fhe  having  en¬ 
tirely  iecovered  her  ftrength  with¬ 
out  any  accident,  ]t  may  not  be 
improper  to  add,  that  the  hufband 
of  this  woman  has  been  in  an  infirm 
date  of  health  for  three  years  pad, 
and  is  now  labouring  under  a  con¬ 
firmed  phthifis. 

I  am,  &c. 

Signed,  John  Hull. 

Blackburn,  Lancafliire, 

June  9,  1786. 

Objervations  on  numerous  Births. 

Though  the  females  of  the  hu¬ 
man  fpecies  produce  mod  com¬ 
monly  but  one  child  at  a  birth  ; 
and  though  their  formation  with 
only  two  bieafts  and  one  nipple  to 
each,  renders  it  probable  they  were 
not  originally  intended  to  produce 
in  general  more  than  two;  yet,  from 
what  we  know  of  the  womb  and  its 
appendages,  and  what  from  the 
Jateil  experiments  we  are  led  to 
conjecture  as  to  the  mode  of  con¬ 
ception,  we  cannot  prefume  a  pri¬ 
ori  to  fet  limits  to  the  fertility  of 
nature,  nor  determine  decifively 
what  number  of  foetufes  may  be 
conceived  and  nouriihed  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  period  in  the  human  uterus  at 
the  fame  time. 

The  prefect  fingular  and  well- 
attelled  cafe  allures  us,  that  five 
have  certainly  been  born  at  once, 
and  we  have  no  title  abfolutely  to 
rejeCl  all  the  redimonies  of  even 
more  numerous  births,  or  to  dry 
that,  in  fome  rare  indances,  this 
number  has  never  been  exceeded. 

What  has  tended  to  render  rela¬ 
tions  of  this  fort  ridiculous,  and  to 
throw  a  decree  of  diferedit  on  the 
whole,  is  the  many  marvellous,  and 
evidently  abfurd  and  incredible  his¬ 


tories,  which  not  only  the  retailers 
of  prodigies,  but  even  the  credu¬ 
lous  writers  of  medical  obfervations, 
have  collected. 

I  need  only  refer  thofe  who  widi 
to  amufe  themfelves  with  furprifing 
relations  of  this  kind,  to  the  curi¬ 
ous  collections  of  Schenkius,  Schu- 
rigius,  Ambrofe  Parey,  and  others. 

But,  in  order  to  fliew  how  very 
uncommon  births  of  this  kind  are, 
and  how  truly  fingular  the  cafe 
communicated  by  Mr.  Hull  to  Dr. 
Blane,  is,  I  take  the  liberty  to  fub- 
join  a  fhort  view  of  the  ufual  courfe 
of  nature  in  this  matter  among  our 
own  country-women,  where  we  are 
lead  likely  to  be  deceived. 

Though  female  fertility  certainly 
varies  according  to  the  climate,  fitu- 
ation,  and  manner  of  life  ;  yet,  I 
believe,  it  may  be  taken  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  rule,  that  where  people  live 
in  the  mod  fimple  and  natural  date, 
if  they  are  the  bed  nourifhed,  and 
if  they  enjoy  the  firmed  health  and 
drength,  they  will  there  be  the 
mod  fertile  in  healthy  children  ; 
but  we  have  no  data  to  determine 
that  they  will  there  have  the  great- 
ed  number  at  one  birth. 

At  the  Britifh  Lying-in  Hofpital, 
where  we  have  had  18,300  deli¬ 
vered,  the  proportion  of  twins  born 
has  been  only  one  in  91  births.  In 
the  Wedminder  Dilpenfary,  of  1897 
women  delivered,  the  proportion  of 
twins  has  been  once  in  8o  births  ; 
but  in  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hofpi¬ 
tal,  where  above  2«,ooo  have  been 
delivered,  they  have  had  twins  born 
once  every  fixty-fecond  time.  The 
average  of  which  is  once  in  78  births 
nearly,  in  thefe  kingdoms. 

The  calculations  made  in  Ger¬ 
many  from  great  numbers,  in  va¬ 
rious  fituations,  date  twins  as  hap¬ 
pening  in  a  varied  proportion  from 

once 
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once  every  fixty-fifth  to  once  every 
feventieth  time. 

But  in  a  more  accurate  and  later 
calculation  made  at  Paris,  by  M. 
Tenon,  furgeon  to  the  Salpetriere, 
we  learn,  that  in  104,591  births, 
the  proportion  of  twins  was  only 
one  in  96,  which  is  only  a  fmall  de¬ 
gree  ie Is  than  we  have  calculated  at 
the  Britifh  Lying-in  Holpital. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  add  other 
calculations,  all  differing  from  thefe 
and  from  one  another,  more  or 
lels  ;  but  I  hope  thefe  are  fufficient 
to  fhew  that  nature  obferves  no 
certain  rule  in  this  matter  ;  and 
that  even  twins,  the  molt  ulual  va¬ 
riation,  is  not  a  very  common  occur¬ 
rence. 

When  we  advance  to  triplets,  or 
three  born  at  once,  we  find  compa¬ 
ratively  very  few  inftances  in  this 
or  any  other  country  ;  and  though 
every  one  has  heard  of  fuch  events 
as  now  and  then  happening,  yet 
very  few'  have  leen  them. 

In  all  thofe  18,300  women  deli¬ 
vered  at  the  Britifh  Lying-in  Hofpi- 
tal,  there  has  not  fckeen  one  fuch  cafe. 
In  the  London  Lying-in  Hofpital, 
where,  being  inftituted  later,  much 
fewer  have  been  delivered,  they 
have  two  luch  recorded  as  prodigies. 
In  the  Weftminjfer  Difpenfary,  in 
1897  women  delivered,  there  has 
been  but  one  fuch  event. 

In  the  Dublin  Hofpital,  in 
21,000  births,  they  have  had  triplets 
born  thrice,  or  once  in  7000  times, 
but  have  never  exceeded  that  pro¬ 
portion  or  number,  born  at  one 
time. 

In  a  pretty  extenfive  practice  of 
above  thirty  years,  both  in  the 
county  of  Rutland  and  in  London, 
I  have  attended  but  one  labour 
where  three  children  were  born ; 
am  perfonally  acquainted  but  with 
Vol .  XXIX. 


one  lady  who,  at  Dumfries,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  after  bearing  twins  twice, 
was  delivered  of  three  children  at 
once ;  and  I  was  never  acquainted 
with  any  one  who  produced  a  greater 
number. 

Yet  fo  much  does  this  matter 
vary  at  Edinburgh,  that  Dr.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  profeffor  of  midwifery,  writes, 
he  had  feen  triplets  born  there,  five 
or  fix  times  in  lels  than  twenty- 
five  years. 

Mauriceau,  in  a  long  life  of  very 
extenfive  pradice  at  Paris,  with 
opportunities  of  knowing  moft  things 
extraordinary  that  happened  in  his 
time  in  France,  tells  us,  he  had 
feen  triplets  born  but  a  few  times  ; 
had  heard  of  four  in  that  city  but 
once,  and  mentions  no  greater  num¬ 
ber. 

One  circumftance  which  he  re¬ 
lates  is  fo  far  worthy  of  attention, 
as  it  accords  with  one  fomewhat 
fimilar  fubjoined  to  Mr.  Hull’s 
cale  now  read,  viic.  “  That  the 
“  hulband  of  one  of  thofe  women 
“  who  bore  three- children  was  by 
“  trade  a  painter,  and  had  been, 
“  for  two  years  preceding  this 
birth,  paralytic  over  one-half  of 
his  body,  and  yet  had  no  rea- 
fon  to  doubt  the  fidelity  of  his 
“  wife.” 

Thefe  fads,  as  far  as  they  are  to 
be  depended  on,  may  (hew  us,  that 
the  capacity  of  procreation  in  the 
male  may  remain  under  very  in¬ 
firm  health  ;  and  that  we  ought  to 
judge  with  candour  of  fuch  wives 
as  are  fiuitful  when  living  with 
very  ailing  hufbands,  and  who  pro¬ 
duce  healthy  children  in  the  eighth, 
or  even  ninth,  month  after  their 
death  ;  as  we  can  never  fay  deter- 
minately  under  what  degree  of  dif- 
eafe  the  male  is  totally  incapable  of 
procreation  :  more  efpecially  as  we 
E  are 
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are  very  certain,  that  the  female  is 
not,  when  labouring  under  very 
defperate,  and  certainly  fatal,  dif- 
eafes,  provided  the  principal  organs 
of  generation  be  found.  Nay,  in 
cafes  of  pulmonary  phthifis,  the  life 
of  the  female  feems  to  be  protracted 
by  pregnancy ;  and  I  have  attended 
a  lady,  who,  after  being  pronounc¬ 
ed  irrecoverably  heCtic,  lived  long 
enough  to  be  twice  delivered  natu¬ 
rally  of  healthy  children  at  the  full 
time. 

But  what  particular  cireumftances 
of  confthtltion,  or  ftate  of  health, 
can  capacitate  the  male  to  become 
the  father  of  more  than  one  child 
at  a  birth,  or  how  this  could  be  ef¬ 
fected,  Ihould  it  be  wifhed,  remains 
among  tbofe  fecrets  of  nature  which 
our  want  of  faCts  and  obfervations 
renders  us  utterly  incapable  to  fpe- 
culate  upon. 

I^feems  probable,  and  thefe  two 
obfervations,  as  well  as  Spallanza¬ 
ni’s,  and  other  late  experiments, 
would  rather  incline  us  to  fuppofe, 
that  thefe  numerous  births  do  depend 
mod  on  the  ftruCture  and  (late  of  the 
female  organs  ;  but  nothing,  that  I 
know  of,  has  ever  been  difcovered 
in  this  obfcure  matter. 

The  occurrence  of  four  born  at 
once  we  find  to  be  much  more  un¬ 
common  ;  and,  I  think,  Haller’s 
conjeCture  rather  than  calculation 
of  its  happening  once  in  20,000 
births,  very  much  under-rated,  as 
it  appears  that  once  in  1 00,000 
would  be  much  nearer  the  truth. 
Of  this,  however,  we  have  feveral 
well  authenticated  cafes  which  have 
happened  in  this  ifiand.  In  the 
year  1674,  there  was  publiflied  in 
London  a  quarto  pamphlet,  inti¬ 
tuled,  “  The  fruitful  Wonder,  ora 
4<  ftrange  Relation,  from  Kingfton 
il  upon  Thames,  of  a  woman  who 


“  on  Thurfday  and  Friday,  the 
“  fifth  and  fixth  days  of  this  inftant 
“  March,  1673-4,  was  delivered 
“  of  four  children  at  one  birth,  *viz.. 

“  three  fons  and  one  daughter,  all 
“  born  alive,  lufty  children,  and 
“  perfeCl  in  every  part,  which 
“  lived  twenty -four  hours,  and 
“  then  died,  all  much  about  the 
“  fame  time,  with  feveral  other 
“  examples  of  numerous  births, 
“  from  credible  hiftorians,  with  the 
“  phyfical  and  aftrological  reafons 
“  for  the  fame.  By  J.  P.  Student 
“  in  Phyftc.” 

Dr.  Plott,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Staf- 
fordftiire,  p.  194,  mentions  Elea¬ 
nor,  the  wife  of  Henry  Diven,  of 
Watlir.gton,  who  was  delivered  of 
four  children  at  a  birth  in  the  year 

1675. 

Sir  Robert  Sibbald,  in  his  Scotia 
lllujlruta ,  after  mentioning  a  cafe 
of  three  born  at  once,  adds,  “  Imo 
“  in  variis  regni  locis  repertae  funt 
“  mulieres  quae  quatuor  foetus  uno 
“  partu  ediderunt  j”  but  makes  no 
mention  of  more. 

In  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine, 
which  is  reckoned  a  pretty  authen¬ 
tic  record  of  the  times,  we  have 
the  following  accounts  of  numerous 
births. 

Ann  Boynton,  of  Henfbridge,  in 
Somerfetfhire,  was  this  day,  June 
1,  1736,  delivered  of  three  daugh¬ 
ters  and  one  fon  ;  one  of  the  daugh¬ 
ters  died,  the  reft  are  likely  to  live. 
The  mother  has  been  married  but 
four  years,  and  has  had  twice  twins 
before,  which  completes  the  num¬ 
ber  of  eight  children  at  three 
births. 

OClober  3,  1743,  at  Rate,  in  Berk- 
fhire,  Joan  Ga«lloway  was  delivered  1 
of  two  boys  and  two  girls,  three  of 
whom  were  alive. 

In  January,  1746,  the  wife  of 

Plumer 
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Plumer,  a  labouring  man,  at  Mill- 
Wimley,  near  Hitchin,  Hertford¬ 
shire,  was  delivered  of  three  living 
boys  and  one  dead. 

Auguft  22,  1746,  the  wife  of 

Williams,  of  Coventry-ftreet,  Pic¬ 
cadilly,  was  delivered  of  two  boys 
and  two  girls,  all  likely  to  live. 

June,  1752,  a  woman  in  the  pa- 
rifhof  Tillicultrie,  near  Stirling,  in 
Scotland,  was  delivered  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  which  were  all  immediately 
baptifed,  and  all  died  at  the  fame 
time  next  morning. 

In  September,  1757,  a  poor  wo¬ 
man,  of  Burton  Ferry,  Glamorgan- 
ihire,  was  delivered  of  three  boys 
and  a  girl. 

Dr.  Hamilton  before  mentioned 
writes,  that,  not  many  years  ago, 
a  woman  was  delivered  of  four 
children,  at  Pennycuick,  the  feat 
of  Sir  John  Clark,  Bart,  near  Edin¬ 
burgh,  when  fhe  was  advanced  to 
the  middle  of  her  laft  month  of 
pregnancy,  and  that  fome  of  theie 
children  lived  two  or  three  years. 
He  further  fays,  that,  five  years  ago, 
he  attended  a  woman  at  Edinburgh, 
who,  in  the  feventh  month  of  her 
pregnancy,  after  a  journey  of  thirty 
miles,  was  fuddenly  delivered  of 
four  child) en,  all  perfect  and  well 
grown  for  the  time,  of  which  one 
was  born  dead,  and  three  alive; 
but  thefe  three  died  next  day.  Ele 
further  adds,  that  thefe  are  the 
only  cafes  of  quadruplets,  or  any 
larger  number,  he  had  ever  heard 
of,  as  born  in  Scotland,  in  his  me¬ 
mory. 

Though  cafes  fimilar  to  the  pre- 
fent,  of  five  children  born  at  once, 
are  (fill  much  more  uncommon  ;  and 
though  Haller’s  aflertion  of  their 
not  happening  above  once  in  a  mil¬ 
lion  of  births,  may  be  reckoned  a 
very  moderate  calculation,  yet  we 
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are  not  altogether  without  fuch  in- 
ftances  in  this  country. 

From  the  Gentleman’s  Maga¬ 
zine  we  learn,  that  on  the  5th  of 
October,  1736,  a  woman  at  a  milk- 
cellar,  in  the  Strand,  was  delivered 
of  three  boys  and  two  girls  at  one 
birth  ;  and  that  in  March,  1739, 
at  Wells,  in  Somerfetfhire,  a  wo¬ 
man  was  delivered  of  four  fons  and 
a  daughter,  all  alive,  all  chriften- 
ed,  and  all  then  leeming  likely  to 
live. 

In  the  Commercium  Literarium 
Norimbergenfe ,  for  the  year  1731, 
we  have  two  luch  cafes  ;  one  hap¬ 
pening  in  Upper  Saxony,  the  other 
near  Prague,  in  Bohemia;  in  each 
of  which  five  children  were  born 
and  chriftened,  all  of  whom  were 
arrived  to  that  equal  degree  of  ma¬ 
turity,  which  rendered  it  probable, 
they  were  all  conceived  about  the 
fame  time. 

I  learned  from  two  foreign  pro- 
feftors,  when  in  London  laft  winter, 
that  they  had  each  heard  of  a  cafe 
of  five  children  born  near  Paris,  and 
near  Ghent  in  Flanders;  but  the 
particulars  not  being  fent  as  pro- 
mifed,  I  prefume  they  may  have 
been  mifinformed. 

When  we  advance  farther  we  get 
into  the  region  of  tradition  and  im¬ 
probability  ;  and  it  would  ill  be¬ 
come  me  to  trouble  a  Society,  whofe 
profefled  objeft  is  truth  and  fcience, 
with  the  numerous  and  wonderful 
relations  which  many  grave  and 
learned  authors  have  recorded  as 
faffs  they  themlelves  believed  ;  yet 
I  ftill  think  we  have  no  authority  to 
rejeft  ablolutely  every  relation  of 
this  kind,  when  Ambrofe  Parey,  a 
very  honeft  though  credulous  man, 
tells,  that  in  his  time,  in  the  parifh 
of  Sceaux,  near  Cbambellay  between 
Sarte  and  Maine,  the  mother  of  the 
E  2  the& 
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then  living  lord  of  the  noble  houfe 
of  Maldemeure  had,  in  the  firft 
year  of  her  marriage,  brought  forth 
twins,  in  the  fecond  triplets,  in  the 
third  four,  in  the  fourth  five,  and 
in  the  fifth  year  fix  children,  at  one 
birth,  of  which  labour  die  died  j 
and  when  he  adds,  that  of  thefe 
laft  Jix  one  is  yet  alive,  and  is  now 
Lord  of  Maldemeure,  how  can  we 
dilbelieve  this  circmnftance  ?  This 
dory  may  very  podibly  be  inaccu¬ 
rately  dated,  yet  the  whole  cannot 
be  a  fiction,  as  it  was  publiflied 
among  the  very  people,  and  in  the 
age  when  it  happened,  and  never 
has  been  fince  contradicted  fo  far  as 
we  know.  Though  the  wonderful 
regularity  of  the  progrefs  gives  an 
appearance  of  table  to  the  whole, 
yet  we  mult  believe  the  thing  to  be 
poffible :  and  that  this  then  exifting 
lord  might  be  the  only  one  of  the 
fix  who  lived  long  enough  to  be 
born  at  the  full  time,  in  a  mature 
date  j  the  whole,  or  mod  of  the 
other  five,  as  we  have  fometimes 
feen  in  cafes  of  twins,  having  been 
born  as  dead  abortions,  which  had 
never  arrive/  to  a  bulk  lufficient  to 
interfere  with  his  growth. 

I  leave  the  learned  to  pay  what 
degree  of  credit  they  pleafe  to  the 
wonderful  relations  we  read  of  the 
extreme  fertility  of  the  women  of 
Egypt,  Arabia,  and  other  warm 
countries,  as  recorded  by  Aridotle, 
by  Pliny,  and  by  Albucafis,  where 
three,  four,  five,  and  fix  children 
are  faid  to  have  been  frequently 
born  at  once,  and  the  greated  part 
of  thefe  reared  to  maturity  ;  and 
will  only  fay,  that  though  a  late 
traveller,  M.  Savary,  gives  ample 
tedimony  oi  the  extreme  general 
fertility  of  Egypt  in  all  vegetable 
and  animal  productions,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  of  its  abundant  population, 


he  mentions  nothing  of  the  nume-*- 
rous  births  recorded  by  the  ancient 
naturalids  and  hidorians. 

Of  dill  more  fruitful  births  I  will 
pafs  over  a  number  of  indances 
which  I  could  adduce  from  Johannes 
Rhodius,  Lucas  Schroeckius,  Caf- 
par  .  Bauhin,  Johannes  Helvigius, 
Bianchi,  and  others,  and  finifh  with 
one  cafe  more,  recorded  by  Petrus 
Borelli  in  his  Second  Century  of 
Obfervations,  publifhed  at  Paris  in 
the  year  1656  ;  a  collection  indeed 
filled  with  many  wonderful  dories, 
though  by  a  man  of  equal  integrity 
and  ingenuity  :  he  tells  us,  that  in 
the  year  1650,  jud  five  years  be¬ 
fore,  the  lady  of  the  then  prefent 
Lord  Darre  produced  at  one  birth 
eight  perfeCt  children,  which  he 
owns  was  a  very  unufual  event  in 
that  country. 

I  think  it  totally  unneceffary  to 
purfue  this  inquiry  farther ;  but 
mud  obferve,  that  the  prefent  is 
the  only  cafe  I  have  found,  where 
the  children  were  all  females ;  that 
the  males  have  in  all  the  other  cafes 
been  at  lead  equal,  and  generally 
the  mod  numerous  ;  that  in  many 
of  them,  at  lead  a  part  was  dead 
born  j  and  that  mod  commonly  the 
red  died  in  a  fhort  time.  It  is 
thence  clear,  that  thofe  numerous 
births  are  certainly  unfavourable  to 
population,  as  very  few  indeed  of 
thofe  children  can  be  carried  to  near 
the  full  term  of  '  pregnancy,  and 
fewer  dill  to  that  degree  of  ftrength 
that  admits  of  their  being  reared, 
where  more  than  two  are  born  at 
one  time. 

As  from  Mr.  John  Hunters  very 
curious  Experiments  and  Obferva¬ 
tions,  read  lately  to  this  Society, 
on  the  Procreation  of  Swine,  we 
are  led  to  believe,  that  a  certain 
determined  number  of  ova,  capa¬ 
ble 


NATURAL 

tic  of  receiving  male  impregnation, 
are  originally  formed  in  each  ova¬ 
rium  ;  and  which  number,  when 
exhaufted,  the  female  conftitution 
has  no  power  to  renew  ;  if  this  be 
the  true  account  of  the  aeconomy 
of  nature  in  this  particular,  which 
has  every  appearance  of  probability, 
thofe  numerous  births  muft  oc- 
cafion  a  very  fruitlefs  profufion  and 
wafte  of  the  human  race,  and  be¬ 
come  every  way  detrimental  to  its 
increafe. 

From  the  united  teftimony  of  all 
the  foregoing  cafes,  it  is  undenia¬ 
bly  clear,  that  the  females  of  the 
human  fpecies,  though  mod:  com¬ 
monly  uniparous,  are,  in  certain 
circumftances  to  us  unknown,  every 
now  and  then  capable  of  very  far 
exceeding  their  ufual  number  ;  and 
I  muft  again  repeat,  that  it  does 
not  appear  that  we  can  fet  any 
bounds  to  the  powers  of  nature  in 
that  refpeft  ;  or  pretend,  as  fome 
have  done,  with  certainty  to  fay, 
what  may  be  the  utmoft  limits  of 
human  fertility. 


From  Tranfa£tions  of  the  American 
Philofophical  Society. 

Some  Account  of  a  motley-coloured,  or 
Pye  Negro  Girl  and  Mulatto  Boy 
exhibited  before  the  Society,  in  the 
Month  of  May,  1784,  for  their 
Examination  by  Dr.  John  Mor¬ 
gan,  from  the  Hijlory  given  of 
of  them  by  their  Owner  Monf  Le 
Vallois,  Dentijl  of  the  King  of 
France,  at  Gaudaloupe,  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  as  follows. 

DELAIDE,  the  little  girl  now 
before  the  fociety,  is  aged  two 
years  and  little  more  than  one 
month,  is  of  a  clear  black  colour, 
verging  to  brown,  except  that  Ihe 
bas  a  white  fpot  bearing  fome  re- 
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femblance  to  an  aigrette  ;  the  point 
of  which  is  at  the  root  of  the  nofe, 
and  it  riles  into  the  hair,  above  the 
forehead,  of  which  it  occupies  a- 
bove  an  inch  in  width,  from  the 
margin  to  the  fontenelle.  In  this 
part  the  colour  of  the  hair  is  white* 
and  it  is  curly  like  the  hair  of  ne¬ 
groes  in  general,  and  thicker  in 
that  part  than  on  any  other  part  of 
its  head.  In  the  middle  of  its  fore¬ 
head  and  on  the  aigrette,  is  a  large 
black  fpot  j  on  the  external  fide 
next  to  the  temples,  about  one  half 
of  each  eye-lid,  both  upper  and  un¬ 
der,  is  black,  and  the  remaining 
half  next  to  the  nofe  is  white. 

The  eyes  are  black  and  lively  ;  a 
little  to  th£  left  and  towards  the 
middle  of  the  chin  a  white  fpot  be¬ 
gins,  which  is  long  in  proportion  to 
its  breadth,  but  of  lefs  magnitude 
than  that  of  the  forehead :  it  ftretches 
under  the  chin  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  throat.  The  neck,  the  upper 
and  under  part  of  the  cheft,  the 
Ihoulders,  the  back,  loins  and  but¬ 
tocks  to  the  junction  with  the  thighs, 
and  the  pudendum,  are  of  the  co¬ 
lour  of  her  face,  but  the  loins  and 
the  thicker  part  of  the  buttocks  are 
of  a  deeper  black. 

The  arms  from  the  upper  and 
middle  part  are  white,  and  inter- 
fperled  with  black  fpots.  There  are 
fome  fmal ler  and  more  numerous 
about  her  knees  than  elfewhere. 

Upon  the  large  black  fpots  there 
are  alfo  many  lmal ler  and  blacker, 
which  are  very  glaring.  Many  of 
thefe  fpots  divide  into  four,  five, 
and  fix  rays,  refembling  a  ftar, 
which  are  not  obferved  but  by  a 
clofe  infpe&ion,  and  then  they  are 
very  vifible.  in  feveral  parts  thofe 
fpots,  being  of  different  fhade.% 
give  an  exa£t  pifture  of  lunar  e- 
clipfes,  as  they  are  commonly  re- 
prefented  in  the  books  of  aftrono-- 

E  3  my. 
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my.  The  hands,  the  middle  part 
of  the  fore  arms,  the  inferior  and 
middle  parts  of  the  legs  and  feet, 
are  black,  which  have  a  pretty 
ftriking  refemblance  to  gloves  and  to 
bulkins. 

The  white  that  prevails  over  the 
breaft,  and  over  the  belly,  arms, 
and  thighs,  has  a  lively  appear¬ 
ance.  The  {kin  is  foft,  fmooth,  and 

fleet. 

Adelaide  has  fine  features ;  we 
meet  with  few  negroes  of  fo  beau¬ 
tiful  a  form.  In  her  temper  {be  is 
cheerful,  gay,  and  fportful,  and  as 
tall  as  children  of  her  age  gene¬ 
rally  are,  and  hath  evidently  a  very 
delicate  temperament,  yet  enjoys 
pretty  good  health,  neither  hath 
ibe  eyes  nor  ears,  nor  any  particu¬ 
larity  in  her  features,  or  external 
conformation,  like  what  may  be 
feen  at  the  firft  infpedtion  in  thofe 
who  are  called  white  negroes,  whofe 
{kin  is  altogether  of  a  dead  white 
colour,  and  whofe  woolly  white  hair 
and  features  refemble  thofe  of  their 
negro  parents. 

Prom  this  detail  we  may  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  alteration  of  the  na¬ 
tural  colour  of  Adelaide  takes  place 
over  the  fame  parts  of  the  body 
for  the  1110ft  part,  as  over  the  body 
of  Maria  Sabina,  of  whom  Monf, 
Buffo  n  gives  an  account  ;  and  con- 
fldering  it  as  a  well  authenticated 
fad,  from  all  the  information  that 
has  been  received  of  Adelaide,  that 
flie  had  a  negro  father  and  negro 
mother,  we  are  led  to  believe,  that 
the  Englifh  account  under  the  por¬ 
trait  of  Marfa  Sabina  is  exad,  and 
not  afferted  merely  for  the  fake  of 
covering  the  honour  of  the  mother, 
and  of  the  fociety  in  which  ffie  was 
a  flave. 

The  ,pyed  mulatto  boy  is  named 
jean  Pierre.  He  is  a  month  younger 
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than  Adelaide ;  but  from  his  figure, 
which  is  robuft,  he  appears  to  be 
fix  months  older.  He  as  well  as. 
Adelaide  both  belong  to  Monf.  Is 
Vallois.  Pie  was  born  at  Grand- 
terre,  Gaudaloupe,  of  a  negro 
wench  named  Carolina,  and  of  a 
white  man,  an  European,  whofe 
name  I  did  not  learn. 

A  certificate  which  Monf.  le 
Vallois  has  with  him,  legally  au¬ 
thenticated  by  Monf.  Blin,  lieu¬ 
tenant  judge,  given  from  under  the 
hand  of  Monf.  des  Effart,  king’s 
phyfician,;  and  of  Monf.  Cumin, 
king’s  furgeon,  at  Grandterre, 
Guadaloupe,  attefts  that  Adelaide 
was  born  at  Gros=Iflet  in  St.  Lu¬ 
cia,  that  Bridget  her  mother  is  a 
negro  of  the  Ibo  nation,  and  now 
reckoned  to  be  about  twenty-five 
years  old,  and  that  her  father,  whofe 
name  is  Raphael,  is  a  negro  of  the 
Mina  nation.  In  this  certificate  it 
is  farther  declared,  that  the  father 
of  jean  Pierre  has  white  fpots  (that 
is  of  a  deeper  white  than  his  na¬ 
tural  Ikin)  of  the  fame  fbape  and 
in  the  fame  parts  of  the  body  as 
the  fon,  and  that  the  mother  and 
one  of  the  brothers  of  this  boy’s 
European  father  have  like  white 
fpots,  and  in  the  fame  parts  of  the 
body. 

However  it  may  be  in  refpe£t  to 
thofe  obfervations  concerning  the 
fuppofed  relemblance  of  the  white 
fpots  they  may  bear  about  them, 
to  thofe  which  mark  Jean  Pierre, 
it  fuffices  to  take  notice  here,  that 
his  body  is  entirely  of  the  colour 
of  a  mulatto,  except  that  he  has 
from  nature  a  white  aigrette  in  his 
lorehead  like  that  of  Adelaide.  The 
hair  in  that  part  is  white  mixed 
with  black,  which  is  not  fo  in  Ade¬ 
laide.  The  ftomach  and  the  legs, 
from  two  inches  above  the  ancles 

to 
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to  the  middle  of  the  calf  of  the  legs, 
are  entirely  of  a  beautiful  lively 
white  ;  there  is  alfo  a  white  fpot  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  penis.  Over 
the  white  parts  of  the  legs  there  is  a 
light  white  down,  longer  and  thicker 
than  children  commonly  have  at  this 
age. 

Such  is  the  natural  hiftory  of 
thofe  two  extraordinary  children  ; 
but  what  caufes  have  produced 
thofe  furprifing  phenomena  and  al¬ 
teration  of  the  natural  colour  of 
their  (kin,  are  left  for  others  to  in- 
veftigate  and  explain. 

Monf.  le  Vallois  relates  that  the 
mother  of  Adelaide,  whilft  preg¬ 
nant  with  her,  was  delighted  in 
laying  out  all  night  in  the  open 
air,  and  contemplating  the  flars 
and  planets,  and  that  the  great¬ 
grandmother  of  Jean  Pierre  (a 
white  lady)  during  the  time  of  her 
being  with  child  of  her  daughter, 
his  grandmother  by  the  father’s 
fide,  was  frighted  on  having  fome 
milk  fpilled  upon  her.  Whether 
this  will  account  for  her  daughter 
and  grandchildren  being  marked 
in  the  manner  related,  and  for  the 
fpots  obferved  on  the  mulatto  boy 
defcending  to  him  *  or  whether  the 
ftrong  impreflion  made  upon  the 
mother  of  Adelaide,  by  the  nightly 
view  of  the  (tars  and  planetary  iyf- 
tem,  may  be  considered  as  the 
caufe  of  the  very  extraordinary 
appearances  in  that  girl,  every  one 
will  determine  for  themfelves  ;  there 
being  many  who  difpute  children’s 
being  ever  marked  by  the  fears, 
longings,  or  impreflions  made  by 
mothers  on  the  bodies  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  at  a  certain  time  of  preg¬ 
nancy  ;  for  which  they  endeavour 
to  account  in  different  ways  ;  whilft 
others,  who  have  known  a  variety 
of  children  born  with  different 


HISTORY.  55 

marks  on  them,  (which  have  fallen 
under  their  particular  notice)  are 
equally  confident  of  thofe  marks 
proceeding  from  the  caufes  al- 
ledged. 


Difcription  of  a  remarkable  Rock  and 
Cafcade,  near  the  Weflern  Side  of 
the  Youghiogeny  River,  a  Quarter 
of  a  Mile  from  Crawford’s  Ferry 9 
and  about  Twelve  Miles  from 
Union  Town,  in  Fayette  County , 
in  the  Stale  oy'Pennfylvania.  From 
the  fame  Work .  By  Thomas 

Hutchins. 

THIS  cafcade  is  occafioned  by 
a  rock  of  a  femiciicular  form, 
the  chord  of  which,  from  one  ex¬ 
treme  end  of  the  arch  to  the  other, 
is  nearly  one  hundred  yards ;  the 
arch  or  circular  part  is  extenfive, 
and  upwards  of  twenty  feet  in 
height,  exhibiting  a  grand  and  ro¬ 
mantic  appearance.  This  very  cu¬ 
rious  production  is  compofed  of  (tone 
of  variegated  colours,  and  a  fpecies 
of  marble  beautifully  chequered  with 
veins  running  in  different  direc¬ 
tions,  prefenting  on  a  clofe  inipec- 
tion  a  faint  refemblance  of  a  va¬ 
riety  of  mathematical  figures  of  dif¬ 
ferent  angles  and  magnitudes.  The 
operations  of  nature  in  this  ftruc- 
ture  feems  to  be  exceedingly  uni¬ 
form  and  majeftic  ;  the  layers  or 
rows  of  ftone  of  which  it  is  com¬ 
pofed  are  of  various  lengths  and 
thickneffes,  more  refembling  the 
effeCts  of  art  than  nature.  A  flat 
thin  ftone  from  eight  to  ten  inches 
thick,  about  twenty  feet  wide,  forms 
the  tipper  pair  of  this  amphitheatre, 
over  which  the  ftream  precipitates. 
The  whole  front  of  this  rock  is 
made  up  from  top  to  bottom,  as 
E  4  ’  well 
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wel!  as  from  one  extremity  of  the 
arch  to  the  other,  of  a  regular  fuc- 
ceflion,  principally,  of  limeftone, 
ffrata  over  ftrata,  and  each  ftratum 
or  row  projecting  in  an  horizontal 
direction  a  little  further  out  than 
its  bafe,  until  it  terminates  into 
one  entire  flat,  thin,  extenfive  piece, 
as  already  mentioned ;  arid  which 
jets  out  at  right  angles  or  in  a  pa¬ 
rallel  line  with  the  bottom,  over 
which  it  impends  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet,  and  that  without  columns  or 
even  a  fingle  pillar  for  its  fupport. 
This  circumftance,  together  with 
t'le  grand  circular  walk  between 
the  front  of  the  rock  and  the  jfheet 
ot  water  falling  from  the  lummit, 
exhibits  fo  noble  and  fingular  an 
appearance,  that  a  fpe&ator  cannot 
behold  it  without  admiration  and 
delight. 


An  Account  of  the  Winds  in  Egypt 
and  their  P hoe  nomen  ct^—Of  the 
Kamfin,  or  hot  Wind  of  the  Defevt. 
From  7 ravels  in  Egypt  and  Syria, 
by  Monfeur  Volney. 

U  rT'HE  northerly  winds,  which 
Jk  blow  at  dated  periods  every 
year,  anfwer  a  more  certain  and 
effectual  purpofe  ;  that  of  carrying 
into  Abyffinia  a  prodigious  quan¬ 
tity  of  clouds.  From  the  month 
of  April  to  July  we  fee  thefe  incef- 
fantly  afcending  towards  the  fouth, 
and  might  be  fometimes  tempted 
to  expeCt  ram  from  them  ;  but  this 
parched  country  requefts  in  vain 
from  them  a  benefaction  which  is 
to  return  upon  it  under  a  different 
form.  Never  does  it  rain  in  the 


Delta  in  dimmer,  and  but  rarely, 
and  in  fmall  quantities,  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  year.  The  year 
1761,  obferved  by  M.  Niebuhr, 
was  an  extraordinary  cafe,  which  is 
dill  frequently  mentioned.  The  ac¬ 
cidents  occafioned  by  the  tains  in 
Lower  Egypt,  in  which  a  number 
of  villages,  built  with  earth,"  crum¬ 
bled  to  pieces,  afford  a  diffident 
proof  that  this  abundance  of  water 
is  there  looked  upon  as  very  rare. 
It  mud  be  obferved,  likewffe,  that 
it  rains  dill  lefs  as  you  afcend  to¬ 
wards  the  Said.  Thus,  rain  is  more 
frequent  at  Alexandria  and  Rofetta 
than  at  Cairo,  and  at  Cairo  than 
at  Miniah,  and  is  almod  a  prodigy 
at  Djirdja.  As  for  us,  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  humid  countries,  we  can¬ 
not  conceive  how  it  is  poffible  for 
a  country  to  fubfid  without  rain  *  ; 
but  in  Egypt,  befides  the  quantity 
of  water  which  the  earth  imbibes 
at  the  inundation,  the  dews  which 
fall  in  the  dimmer  might  fuffice  for 
vegetation.  The  melons,  called 
padekes,  afford  a  remarkable  proof 
of  this ;  for  though  they  have  fre¬ 
quently  nothing  under  them  but  a 
dry  dud,  yet  their  leaves  are  al¬ 
ways  frefh.  Thefe  dews,  as  well 
as  the  rains,  are  more  copious  to¬ 
wards  the  fea,  and  lefs  confiderable 
in  proportion  to  their  didance  from 
it ;  but  differ  from  them  by  being 
more  abundant  in  fummer  than  in 
winter.  At  Alexandria,  after  fun- 
fet,  in  the  month  of  April,  the 
clothes  expofed  to  the  air,  and  the 
terraces,  are  ioaked  with  them,  as 
if  it  had  rained.  Like  the  rains, 
again,  thefe  dews  are  more  or  lefs 
heavy,  according  to  the  prevailing 


*  When  rain  falls  in  Egypt  and  in  Paledine,  there  is  a  general  joy  among  the 
people  ;  they  affemble  together  in  the  ftr-eets,  they  fing,  are  all  in  motion,  and 
iliouf,  ja  allah  !  ya  tnobarek  /  that  is  to  jay,  O  God  !  O  JBleffed  !  See. 

wind. 
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wind.  The  foutherlyand  the  fouth- 
eafterly  produce  none  ;  the  north 
wind  a  great  deal,  and  the  wefterly 
(till  more.  Thefe  varieties  are  ea- 
fily  explained,  by  obferving  that  the 
two  former  proceed  from  the  de- 
ferts  of  Africa  and  Arabia,  which 
afford  not  a  drop  of  water  ;  that 
the  northerly  and  wefterly  winds, 
on  the  contrary,  convey  over  Egypt 
the  vapours  from  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  which  the  firft  crofles,  and 
the  other  traverles  lengthways.  I 
find,  even,  on  comparing  my  ob¬ 
servations  on  this  lubjedl  in  Pro¬ 
vence,  in  Syria,  and  in  Egypt, 
with  thofe  of  M.  Niebuhr  in  Arabia 
and  at  Bombay,  that  this  relative 
pofition  of  the  feas  and  continents 
is  the  caufe  of  the  various  qualities 
of  one  and  the  fame  wind,  which 
produces  rain  in  one  country,  while 
it  is  invariably  dry  in  another ;  a 
remark  which  deranges  not  a  little 
the  fyftems  of  both  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern  aftrologers  ref’pedting  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  planets. 

Another  phenomenon,  no  lefs  re¬ 
markable,  is  the  periodical  return 
of  each  wind,  and  its  appropriation, 
fo  to  fpeak,  to  certain  feafons  of  the 
year.  Egypt  and  Syria  prefent,  in 
this  refpedl,  a  regularity  worthy  of 
attention. 

In  Egypt,  when  the  fun  ap¬ 
proaches  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  the 
winds,  which  before  blew  from  the 
eaft,  change  to  the  north,  and  be¬ 
come  conftant  in  that  point.  In 
June  they  always  blow  from  the 
north  and  north-weft  ;  this,  there¬ 
fore,  is  the  proper  feafon  for  going 
up  the  Levant,  and  a  veflel  may 
expeft  to  anchor  in  Cyprus,  or  at 
Alexandria,  the  fourteenth,  nay, 
Sometimes  the  eleventh  day,  after 
her  departure  from  Marleilles.  The 
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winds  continue  northerly  in  July, 
but  vary  fometimes  toward  the  weft, 
and  lometimes  toward  the  eaft.— 
About  rhe  end  of  July,  during  all 
the  month  of  Auguft,  and  half  of 
September,  they  remain  conftantly 
in  the  north,  and  are  moderate  ; 
brifker  in  the  day,  however,  and 
weaker  at  night.  At  this  period  an 
univerfal  calm  reigns  on  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  fo  that  fhips  would  be 
feventy  or  eighty  days  in  returning 
K>  France. 

Towards  the  end  of  September, 
when  the  fun  repaftes  the  line,  the 
winds  return  to  the  eaft ;  and,  tho* 
not  fixed,  blow  more  regularly  from 
that  than  any  other  point,  except 
the  north.  Veflels  avail  themfelves 
of  this  feafon,  which  lafts  all  Octo¬ 
ber  and  part  of  November,  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Europe  ;  and  the  run  to 
Marfeilles  is  from  thirty  to  five 
and  thirty  days.  As  the  fun  ap¬ 
proaches  the  other  tropic,  the  winds 
become  more  variable  and  more 
tempeftuous ;  they  moft  ufually  blow 
from  the  north,  the  north-weft,  and 
weft,  in  which  points  they  continue 
during  the  months  of  December, 
January,  and  February,  which  is 
the  winter  feafon  in  Egypt,  as  well 
as  with  us.  The  vapours  of  the 
Mediterranean,  condenfed  by  the 
coldnefs  of  the  atmofphere,  defeend 
in  mifts  arid  rains.  Towards  the  end 
of  February  and  in  March,  when 
the  fun  returns  towards  the  equa¬ 
tor,  the  winds  are  more  frequently 
foutherly  than  at  any  other  feafon. 
During  this  laft  month,  and  that  of 
April,  the  fouth-eafterly,  fouth,  and 
fouth-wefteily  winds  prevail;  and 
at  times  the  weft,  north,  and  eaft ; 
the  latter  of  which  becomes  the 
moft  prevalent  about  the  end  of 
April  ;  and  during  May  it  divides 

with 
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with  the  north  the  empire  of  the 
fea,  and  renders  the  paffage  to 
France  (till  more  expeditious  than 
at  the  other  equinox. 

Of  the  hot  Windy  or  Kamjin. 

The  foutherly  winds,  of  which  I 
have  been  fpeaking,  are  known  in 
Egypt  by  the  general  name  of  winds 
of  fifty  (days)  *  •  not  that  they  la  ft 
fifty  days  without  intermidion,  but 
becaufe  they  prevail  more  frequent¬ 
ly  in  the  fifty  days  preceding  and 
following  the  equinox.  Travellers 
have  mentioned  them  under  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  poifonous  winds  f  ;  or, 
more  correctly,  hot  ‘winds  of  the  de¬ 
fer  t.  Such,  in  fait,  is  their  quality  ; 
and  their  heat  is  fometimes  fo  ex- 
ceflive,  that  it  is  difficult  to  form 
any  idea  of  its  violence  without 
having  experienced  it  ;  but  it  may 
be  compared  to  the  heat  of  a  large 
oven  at  the  moment  of  drawing 
out  the  bread.  When  thefe  winds 
begin  to  blow,  the  atmofphere  af~ 
fumes  an  alarming  alpefl.  The  fky, 
at  other  times  fo  clear,  in  this  cli¬ 
mate,  becomes  dark  and  heavy  ; 
the  fun  lofes  his  fplendour,  and  ap¬ 
pears  of  a  violet  colour.  The  air 
is  not  cloudy,  but  grey  and  thick, 
and  is,  in  fa&,  filled  with  an  ex¬ 
tremely  fubtle  dud,  which  pene¬ 
trates  every  where.  This  wind, 
always  light  and  rapid,  is  not  at 
firft  remarkably  hot,  but  it  increafes 
in  heat  in  proportion  as  it  con¬ 
tinues.  All  animated  bodies  foon 
difcover  it,  by  the  change  it  pro¬ 


duces  in  them.  The  lungs,  which 
a  too  rarefied  air  no  longer  ex¬ 
pands,  are  contra&ed,  and  become 
painful.  Refpiration  is  fhort  and 
difficult,  the  (kin  parched  and  dry, 
and  the  body  confumed  by  an  in¬ 
ternal  heat.  In  vain  is  recourfe 
had  to  large  draughts  of  water  ; 
nothing  can  reftore  perfpiration.— - 
In  vain  is  coolnels  fought  for;  all 
bodies  in  which  it  is  ufual  to  find 
it,  deceive  the  hand  that  touches 
them.  Marble,  iron,  water,  not- 
withdanding  the  fun  no  longer  ap¬ 
peals,  are  hot.  The  dreets  are  de- 
lerted,  and  the  dead  filence  of 
night  reigns  every  where.  The 
inhabitants  of  towns  and  villages 
(hut  themfelves  up  in  their  houfes, 
and  thofe  of  the  defeit  in  their 
tents,  or  in  wells  dug  in  the  earth, 
where  they  wait  the  termination  ot 
this  deftru6tive  heat.  It  ufually  lads 
three  days,  but  if  it  exceeds  that 
time  it  becomes  infiipportable.— - 
Woe  to  the  traveller  whom  this 
wind  furprizes  remote  from  fheiter ; 
he  mud  fufFer  all  its  horrible  ef¬ 
fects,  which  fometimes  are  mortal. 
The  danger  is  mod  imminent  when 
it  blows  in  fqualls,  for  then  the  ra¬ 
pidity  of  the  wnnd  encreafes  the 
heat  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  caufe 
hidden  death.  This  death  is  a  real 
fuffocation  ;  the  lungs  being  empty, 
are  convulfed,  the  circulation  did 
ordered,  and  the  whole  mafs  of 
blood  driven  by  the  heat  towards 
the  head  and  bread  ;  whence  that 
haemorrhage  at  the  nofe  and  mouth 
which  happens  after  death.  This 


*  In  Arabic,  kamfin  ;  but  the  k  reprefents  the  Spanilh  jota,  or  the  Ger¬ 
man  ck. 

f  The  Arabs  of  the  def.it  call  them  femoumy  or  poifon  ;  and  the  Turks  Jbat - 
myelat  or  wind  of  Syria,  from  which  is  formed  the  Samiel  wind.  Baron  de  Tott 
o  anilates  this  word  the  wind  of  Damafcus>  which  is  the  capital  of  Syria. 

wind 
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wind  is  efpecially  deftru&ive  to  per- 
fons  of  a  plethoric  habit,  and  thofe 
in  whom  fatigue  has  deftroyed  the 
tone  of  the  mufcles  and  the  veffels. 
The  corple  remains  a  long  time 
warm,  fwells,  turns  blue,  and  is 
eafily  feparated  ;  all  which  are  figns 
of  that  putrid  fermentation  which 
takes  place  in  animal  bodies  when 
the  humours  become  ftagnant.  Thefe 
accidents  are  to  be  avoided,  by 
flopping  the  nofe  and  mouth  with 
handkerchiefs  ;  an  efficacious  me¬ 
thod  likewife  is  that  pra&ifed  by 
the  camels,  which  bury  their  nofes 
in  the  fand,  and  keep  them  there 
till  the  fquall  is  over. 

Another  quality  of  this  wind  is 
its  extreme  aridity  ;  which  is  fuch, 
that  water  fprinkled  on  the  floor 
evaporates  in  a  few  minutes  ;  by 
this  extreme  drynefs,  it  withers 
and  ftrips  all  the  plants,  and,  by 
exhaling  too  fuddenly  the  emana¬ 
tions  from  animal  bodies,  crifps 
the  fkin,  clofes  the  pores,  and  caufes 
that  feverifh  heat  which  is  the  in¬ 
variable  effeCt  of  fupprefled  per- 
fpiration.  L 

Thefe  hor  winds  are  not  peculiar 
to  Egypt  ;  they  blow  likewife  in 
Syria  ;  more  frequently,  however, 
near  the  lea,  and  in  the  defert,  than 
on  the  mountains.  M.  Niebuhr 
met  with  them  in  Arabia,  and  Bom¬ 
bay,  and  in  the  Diarbekir  :  they 
are  alio  known  in  Perfia,  in  the 
reft  of  Africa,  and  even  in  Spain  • 
every  where  their  effeCls  are  fimi- 
lar,  but  their  direction  varies  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fuuation  of  the 
country.  In  Egypt,  the  moft  vio¬ 
lent  proceed  from  the  foutb-fouth- 
weft  ;  at  Mecca,  from  the  eaft  ;  at 
Snrat,  from  the  north  ;  at  Baflora, 
from  the  north-weft;  from  the  weft 
at  Bagdad  ;  and  in  Syria  from  the 
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fouth-eaft.  Thefe  varieties,  which  ' 
feem  embarrafling  at  flrft  fight,  on 
reflection,  furnifti  the  means  of  lolv- 
ing  the  enigma.  We  find,  on  ex¬ 
amination,  that  thefe  winds  always 
proceed  from  defert  continents  ; 
and,  in  faCt,  it  is  natural  that  the 
air  which  coveis  the  itmnenfe  plains 
of  Lybia  and  Arabia,  meeting  there 
neither  with  rivulets,  nor  lakes,  nor 
forefts,  but  fcorched  by  the  rays  of 
a  burning  fun,  and  the  reflection  of 
the  fand,  fhould  require  a  prodi¬ 
gious  degree  of  heat  and  aridity  ; 
and  if  any  caufe  intervenes  to  fet 
it  in  motion,  it  cannot  but  carry 
with  it  the  deftructive  qualities  it 
has  imbibed  ,•  it  is  fo  true  that 
thefe  qualities  are  owing  to  the 
aCtion  of  the  fun  upon  the  fands, 
that  thefe  fame  winds  produce  not 
the  fame  efteCt  at  every  feafon.  In 
Egypt,  for  example,  I  am  allured, 
that  the  foutherly  winds  in  Decern* 
ber  and  January  are  as  cold  as  thofe 
from  the  north ;  and  the  reafon  of 
this  is,  that  the  tun,  having  reached 
the  fouthern  tropic,  no  longer  burns 
up  the  northern  parts  of  Africa,  and 
that  Abvflinia,  which  is  extremely 
mountainous,  is  covered  with  fnow. 

T  he  fun  mull  approach  the  equate 
to  produce  thefe  phenomena.  From 
a  limilar  reafon,  the  fouth  wind  has 
much  lefs  eflvCl  in  Cyprus,  where  it 
arrives  cooled  by  the  vapours  of 
the  Mediterranean.  That  from  the 
north  poflefles  its  charaCteriftic  qua¬ 
lities  in  this  ifland,  where  the  in¬ 
habitants  complain  that  its  heat  is 
infuppor table  in  hummer,  while  it 
is  freezing  cold  in  winter  ;  which 
evidently  arifes  from  the  ftate  of 
Afia  Minor,  which  in  fummer  is 
burnt  up,  and  in  winter  covered 
with  ice.  In  faCt.  this  fubjeCt  of¬ 
fers  a  multitude  ot  problems  calcu¬ 
lated 
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fated  to  excite  the  cutiofity  of 

the  naturalith - -  Would  it  not, 

tor  inltance,  be  interefting  to 
know , 

lit,  Whence  proceed*?  this  con¬ 
nection  ot  the  feafows  and  the  pro- 
grels  of  the  fun,  with  the  various 
winds,  and  the  points  from  whence 
they  blow  ? 

2d!y,  Why,  throughout  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  does  the  wind  moft  fre¬ 
quently  blow  from  the  north,  info- 
much  that  we  may  fay  it  continues 
in  that  point  nine  months  out  of 
twelve  ? 

3dly,  Why  do  the  eafterly  winds 
return  fo  regularly  after  the  equi¬ 
noxes  }  and  why  are  the  winds, 
in  general,  higher  at  this  pe¬ 
riod  ? 

4thly,  Why  are  the  dews  more 
abundant  in  fummer  than  in  winter; 
and  why,  fince  the  clouds  are  caufed 
by  the  evaporation  of  the  fea,  and 
that  evaporation  is  more  copious  in 
fummer  than  in  winter,  why,  not- 
withftanding,  are  there  more  clouds 
in  winter  than  in  fummer  ? 

5 thly.  In  fihort,  why  is  rain  fb 
rare  in  Egypt,  and  why  do  the 
clouds  rather  collect  in  Abyf- 
iinia  ?” 


Natural  Hijlory  of  Syria,  including  its 
Mountains ,  Volcanos,  and  Earth¬ 
quakes  ;  Locufs ,  Rivers,  and 
Lakes  ;  Climate ,  Air ,  Waters,  and 
Winds  •—From  the  fume  Work. 


Of  the  Mountains . 

THESE  mountains,  as  they  vary 
their  levels  and  fituations,  are 
alfo  greatly  changed  in  their  form 
and  appearance.  Between  Alex- 
andretfa  and  the  Orontes,  the  firs, 
larches,  oaks,  box-trees,  laurels, 
yews,  and  myrtles,  with  which  they 
abound,  give  them  an  air  of  liveli- 
nefs;  which  delights  the  traveller, 
wearied  with  the  melancholy  naked- 
nefs  of  the  ifle  of  Cyprus*.  On 
fome  declivities  he  even  meets  with 
cottages,  environed  with  fig-trees 
and  vineyards  ;  and  the  fight  of 
thefe  repays  the  fatigue  he  has  en- 
duted  on  a  road  which,  by  rugged 
paths,  leads  him  from  the  bottoms 
of  valleys  to  the  tops  of  hills,  and 
from  the  tops  of  hills  to  the  bottoms 
of  valleys.  The  inferior  branches, 
which  extend  to  the  northward  of 
Aleppo,  on  the  contrary,  prefent 
nothing  but  bare  rocks,  without 
verdure  or  earth.  To  the  fouth  of 
Antioch,  and  on  the  fea-coafl,  the 
hill-fides  are  proper  lor  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  tobacco,  olives,  and  vines  f  ; 
but,  on  the  fide  of  the  defert,  the 
lummits  and  declivities  of  this  chain 
are  almoft  one  continued  feries  of 
white  rocks.  Towards  Lebanon, 
the  mountains  are  lofty,  but  are 
covered,  in  many  places,  with  as 
much  earth  as  fi  s  them  for  cultiva¬ 
tion  by  induftry  and  labour.  There, 
amid  the  crags  of  the  rocks,  may 
be  feen  the  no  very  magnificent  re¬ 
mains  ol  the  bo  a  lied  cedars  f  ;  but 


*  All  vefiels  which  go  to  Alexandretta  touch  at  Cyprus,  the  fouthern  part  of 
which  is  a  naked  and  defolate  plain. 

■f-  Mount  Callus  mu  ft  be  excepted,  which  rifes  above  Antioch  to  a  prodigious 
height.  But  Pliny  furpaffes  hyperbole,  when  he  fays  that,  from  its  fummit,  we 
may  difcover  at  once  both  the  morning’s  dawn  and  the  evening  twilight. 

X  There  are  now  but  four  or  five  ot  thefe  trees  which  deferve  any  notice. 

a  much 
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*  much  greater  number  ot  firs,  oaks, 
brambles,  mulberry  trees,  figs,  and 
vines.  As  we  leave  the  country  of 
the  Druzes,  the  mountains  are  no 
longer  fo  high,  nor  lo  rugged,  but 
become  fitter  for  tillage.  They  rite 
again  to  the  iouth-eaft  of  Mount 
Carmel,  are  covered  with  woods, 
and  afford  very  pleafant  prolpedts  ; 
but  as  we  advance  toward  Judea, 
they  lofe  their  verdure,  their  val¬ 
leys  grow  narrower,  they  become 
dry  and  ftoney,  and  teiminate  at 
the  Dead  Sea  in  a  pile  of  defolate, 
rocks,  full  cf  precipices  and  ca¬ 
verns  *  ;  while  to  the  weft  of  Jor¬ 
dan  and  the  lake,  another  chain  of 
rocks  ftill  higher,  and  more  rug¬ 
ged,  preients  a  ftill  moie  gloomy 
prolpedf,  and  announces,  afar  off, 
the  entrance  of  the  defert,  and  the 
end  of  the  habitable  lands. 

A  view  of  the  country  will  con¬ 
vince  us,  that  the  moft  elevated 
point  of  all  Syria  is  Lebanon,  on 
the  louth-eaft  ot  Tripoli.  Scarcely 
do  we  depart  from  Larneca,  in  Cy¬ 
prus,  which  is  thirty  leagues  dis¬ 
tance,  before  we  difcover  its  fum- 
mit,  gapped  with  clouds.  This  is 
alfo  diftindtly  perceivable  on  the 
map,  from  the  courfe  of  the  rivers. 
The  Orontes,  which  flows  from  the 
mountains  of  Damafcus,  and  lofes 
itfelf  below  Antioch  ;  the  Kafmia, 
which  from  the  north  of  Balbeck, 
takes  its  courfe  towaids  Tyre  ;  the 
joidan,  forced  by  the  declivities 
towards  the  fouth,  prove  that  this  is 
the  higheft  point.  Next  to  Leba¬ 
non,  the  moft  elevated  part  of  the 
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country  is  Mount  Akkar,  which  be¬ 
comes  vifible  as  loon  as  we  leave 
Marra  in  the  defert.  It  appears 
like  an  enormous  flattened  cone, 
and  is  contiantly  in  view  for  two 
days  journey.  No  one  has  yet  had 
an  oppoituniiy  to  afeertain  the 
height  of  thele  mountains  by  the 
barometer  ;  but  we  may  deduce  it 
from  another  confideration.  In  win¬ 
ter  their  tops  are  entirely  covered 
with  fnow,  from  Alexandretla  to 
Jerufalem  ;  but  after  the  month  of 
March  it  melts,  except  on  Mourn 
Lebanon,  where,  however,  it  does 
not  remain  the  whole  year,  unlefs 
in  the  higheft  cavities,  and  toward 
the  north-eall,  where  it  is  fheltered 
fiom  the  iea-winds  and  the  action 
of  the  lun.  In  luch  a  fituation  I 
law  it  ftill  remaining,  in  1784,  at 
the  veiy  time  l  was  almoft  iuffo- 
cated  with  heat  in  the  valley  of 
Balbeck.  Now,  fince  it  is  well 
known,  that  fnow,  in  this  latitude, 
requires  an  elevation  of  fifteen  or 
fixteen  hundred  fathom,  we  may 
conclude  that  to  be  the  height 
of  Lebanon,  and  that  it  is  conie- 
quently  much  lower  than  the  Alps, 
or  even  the  Pyrenees  *f. 

Lebanon,  which  gives  its  name 
to  the  whole  extenfive  chain  of  the 
Kelraouan,  and  the  countiy  of  the 
Druzes,  preients  us  every  where 
with  majeftic  mountains.  At  every 
ftep  we  meet  with  feenes  in  which 
nature  difplays  either  beauty  or 
grandeur,  ionietimes  Angularity,  but 
always  variety.  VVhtnwe  land  or) 
the  coaft,  the  loftinefs  and  fteep 


*  This  is  the  place  called  the  Grottoes  of  Engaddit  which  have  been  a  refuge  for 
vagabonds  in  all  ages.  Some  of  them  are  capable  of  containing  fifteen  hundred 
men. 

t  Mount  Blanc,  the  loftieft  of  the  Alps,  is  eftimated  at  two  thoufand  four  hun¬ 
dred  fathom  above  the  level  of  the  fea  j  and  the  Peak  of  Oflian,  in  the  Pyrenees,  at 
nineteen  hundred. 


afeent 
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afcent  of  this  mountainous  lidge, 
which  feems  to  endofe  the  country, 
thofe  gigantic  maffes  which  fihoot 
into  the  clouds,  infpire  aftonifh- 
ment  and  refpeft.  Should  the  cu¬ 
rious  traveller  then  climb  thefe 
fummits  which  bounded  his  view, 
the  immenfity  ot  lpace  which  he 
eiifcovers  becomes  a  frefh  lubjedf  of 
admiration  ;  but  completely  to  en¬ 
joy  this  majeftic  fcene,  he  mu  ft  af- 
cend  the  very  point  ot  Lebanon,  or 
the  Santiin.  There,  on  every  fide, 
he  will  view  an  horizon  without 
bounds  ;  while,  in  clear  weather, 
the  fight  is  loft  over  the  defert, 
which  extends  to  the  Perfian  Gulph, 
and  over  the  lea  which  bathes 
the  coafts  of  Europe.  He  feems 
to  command  the  whole  world,  while 
the  wandering  eye,  now  iurvey- 
Ing  the  fucceffive  chains  of  moun¬ 
tains,  tianiports  the  imagination 
in  an  inftant  from  Antioch  to  Je- 
rufatem  ;  and  now  approaching  the 
furrrounding  objects,  obferves  the 
diftant  profundity  of  the  coaft,  till 
the  attention,  at  length,  fixed  by 
diftindter  objects,  more  minutely 
examines  the  rocks,  woods,  tor-, 
rents,  hill -Tides,  villages,  and  towns  ; 
and  the  mind  fecretly  exults  at  the 
diminution  of  things,  which  before 
appeared  lo  great.  The  fpeftator 
contemplates  the  valley  obfcured 
by  ftormy  clouds,  with  a  novel  de¬ 
light,  and  fmiles  at  hearing  the 
thunder  which  had  fo  olten  burft 
over  his  head,  growling  under  his 
feet  ;  while  the  threatening  fum- 
m its  of  the  mountains  are  dimi- 
nilhed  till  they  appear  only  like 
the  furrows  of  a  ploughed  field,  or 
the  fteps  ot  an  amphitheatre  ;  and 


the  mind  is  flattered  by  an  elevation 
above  fo  many  great  objects,  on 
which  pride  makes  it  look  down 
with  a  iecret  fatisfadlion. 

When  the  traveller  vifits  the  in¬ 
terior  of  thefe  mountains,  the  rug- 
gednefs  of  the  roads,  the  fteepnefs 
of  the  defcents,  the  height  of  the 
precipices  ftrike  him  at  firft  with 
terror  ;  but  the  fagacity  of  his  mule 
ioon  relieves  him,  and  he  examines 
at  his  eale  thofe  pidturefque  fcenes 
which  exceed  each  other  to  enter¬ 
tain  him.  There,  as  in  the  Alps, 
he  travels  whole  days  to  reach  a 
place  which  is  in  fight  at  his  de¬ 
parture  ;  he  winds,  he  defcends,  he 
fkirts  the  hills,  he  climbs ;  and  in 
this  perpetual  change  of  petition  it 
feems  as  if  fome  magic  power  va¬ 
ried  for  him  at  every  ftep  the  de¬ 
corations  of  the  fcenery.  Some¬ 
times  he  lees  villages  ready  to  glide 
from  the  rapid  declivities  on  which 
they  are  built,  and  fo  difpoled  that 
the  terraces  of  one  row  of  houfes 
lerve  as  a  ftreet  to  the  row  above 
them.  Sometimes  he  fees  a  con¬ 
vent  Handing  on  a  folitary  emi¬ 
nence,  like  Mar-Shaya,  in  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Tig? is.  Here  is  a  rock 
perforated  by  a  torrent,  and  be¬ 
come  a  natural  arch,  like  that  of 
Nahr-el  Leben  *.  There  another 
rock,  worn  perpendicular,  relem- 
bles  a  lofty  wall.  Frequently  on 
the  fides  of  hills  he  lees  beds  of 
ftones  {tripped  and  detached  by  the 
waters,  riling  up  like  ruins  difpoled 
by  art.  In  many  places  the  waters, 
meeting  with  inclined  beds,  have 
undermined  the  intermediate  earth, 
and  formed  caverns,  as  at  Nahr-ei- 
kelb,  near  Antoura  :  in  others  are 


*  The  river  of  milk,  which  falls  into  Nahr-el-Salib,  called  alfo  the  river  of 
Bailout  i  this  arch  is  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fijtty  feet  long,  eighty-five 
wide,  and  near  two  hundred  high  above  the  torrent, 


formed 
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formed  fubterranean  channels,  thro’ 
which  flow  rivulets  for  a  part  of  the 
year,  as  at  Mar-Elias-el-Roum,  and 
Mar* Hanna*  ;  but  thefe  pi£turefque 
fituations  fometimes  become  tragi¬ 
cal.  From  thaws  and  earthquakes 
rocks  have  been  known  to  lofe  their 
equilibrium,  roll  down  upon  rhe 
adjacent  houfes,  and  bury  the  in¬ 
habitants,:  fuch  an  accident  hap¬ 
pened  about  twenty  years  ago,  and 
overwhelmed  a  whole  village  near 
Mar-djordjos,  without  leaving  a 
Angle  trace  to  difcover  where  it 
formerly  flood.  Still  more  lately, 
and  near  the  lame  lpot,  a  whole 
hillfide,  covered  with  mulberries 
and  vines,  was  detached  by  a  fud- 
den  thaw,  and  Aiding  on  the  de¬ 
clivity  of  the  rock,  was  launched 
altogether,  like  a  fhip  from  the 
flocks,  into  the  valley.  Hence  arofe 
a  whimfical,  but  reasonable,  litiga¬ 
tion,  between  the  proprietor  of  the 
original  ground  and  rhe  owner  of 
the  emigrated  land  ;  the  caufe  was 
carried  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
Emir  Youfef,  who  indemnified  both 
parties  for  their  mutual  Ioffes.  It 
might  be  expelled  fuch  accidents 
would  difguft  the  inhabitants  of 
thole  mountains  ;  but  befides  that 
they  aie  rare,  they  are  compenfated 


by  an  advantage  which  makes  them 
prefer  their  habitations  to  the  moll 
fertile  plains,  I  mean  the  fccuiity 
they  enjoy  horn  the  oppreffions  of 
the  Turks.  This  fecurity  is  el- 
teemed  lo  valuable  a  blefilng  by 
the  inhabitants,  that  they  have  dis¬ 
played  an  induftrv  on  thefe  rocks 
which  we  may  elfewhere  look  for 
in  vain.  By  dint  of  art  and  labour 
they  have  compelled  a  rocky  foil  to 
become  fertile.  Sometimes  to  pro¬ 
fit  by  the  water,  they  conduct  it 
by  a  thoufand  windings  along  the 
declivities,  or  flop  it  by  forming 
dams  in  the  valleys,  while  in  other 
places  they  prop  up  ground,  ready 
to  crumble  away,  by  walls  and  ter¬ 
races.  Almoft  all  thefe  mountains, 
thus  laboured,  prefent  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  flight  ot  flairs,  or  as  am¬ 
phitheatre,  each  ftep  of  which  is  a 
row  of  vines  or  mulberry-trees.  I 
have  reckoned  from  a  hundred  to  a 
hundred  and  twenty  of  thefe  grada¬ 
tions  on  the  fame  declivity,  from 
the  bottom  of  the  valley  to  the  top 
of  the  eminence.  While  amid  thefe 
mountains,  I  forgot  1  was  in  Tur¬ 
key,  or,  if  I  recolie&ed  it,  only  felt 
more  fenfibly  the  powerful  influ¬ 
ence  of  even  the  feebleft  ray  of 
liberty. 


*  Thefe  fubterraneous  rivulets  are  common  throughout  Syria  ;  there  are  fome 
near  Damafcus,  at  the  fources  of  the  Orontes,  and  at  thofe  of  Jordan.  That  of 
Mar-Hanna,  a  Greek  convent,  near  the  village  of  Shouair,  opens  by  a  gulph 
called  El-baloua,  or  the  Swallower.  It  is  an  aperture  of  about  ten  feet  wide, 
fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a  tunnel  ;  at  the  depth  of  fifteen  feet  is  a  fort  of  firft 
bottom;  but  it  only  hides  a  very  profound  lateral  opening.  Some  years  ago  it 
was  (hut,  as  it  had  ferved  to  conceal  a  murder.  The  winter  rains  coming  on,  the 
waters  colle&ed,  and  formed  a  pretty  deep  lake;  but  fome  fmall  dreams  pene¬ 
trating  among  the  ftones,  they  were  foon  (tripped  of  the  earth  which  faitened 
them,  and  the  preffure  of  the  mafs  of  water  prevailing  on,  the  whole  obftacle  was 
removed  with  an  explofion  like  thunder  ;  and  the  re-a&ion  of  the  compreffed  air 
was  fo  violent,  that  a  column  of  water  fpouted  up,  and  fell  upon  a  houle  at  the 
diftance  of  at  lealt  two  hundred  paces.  The  current  this  occafioned  formed  a 
whirlpool,  which  fwallowed  up  the  trees  and  vines  planted  in  the  tunnel,  and  threw 
them  out  by  a  fecond  aperture. 


Structure 
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Structure  of  the  Mountains. 

If  we  examine  the  fubftance  of 
thefe  mountains,  we  fhall  find  they 
confift  of  a  hard  calcerous  ftone, 
of  a  whitifh  colour,  fonerous  like 
free-ftone,  and  difpoled  in  ftrata 
varioufly  inclined.  This  ftone  has 
almoft  the  fame  appearance  through 
the  whole  extent  of  Syria  ;  fome- 
times  it  is  bare,  and  looks  like  the 
peeled  rocks  on  the  coaft  of  Pro¬ 
vence  :  fuch,  for  inftance,  is  the 
chain  of  hills  on  the  north-fide  of 
the  road  from  Antioch  to  Aleppo, 
and  which  ferves  as  a  bed  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  rivulet  which 
palfes  by  the  latter  city.  Near  Er- 
menaz,  a  village  fituated  between 
Serkin  and  Katun,  is  a  defile  where 
they  perfectly  refemble  thole  we 
pafs  in  going  from  Marfeilles  to 
Toulon,  in  travelling  from  Alep¬ 
po  to  Hama,  veins  of  the  lame  rock 
are  continually  to  be  met  with  in 
the  plain,  while  the  mountains  on 
the  right  prefent  huge  piles,  which 
looks  like  the  ruins  of  towns  and 
eaftles.  The  fame  ftone,  under  a 
more  regular  form,  like  wile  com- 
pofes  the  greater  part  of  Lebanon, 
Anti-Lebanon,  the  mountains  of 
the  Druzes,  Galilee,  and  Mount 
Carmel,  and  ftietches  to  the  louth 
of  the  lake  Alphaltites.  The  in¬ 
habitants  every  where  build  their 
houfes,  and  make  lime  with  it.  i 
have  never  feen,  nor  heard  it  faid, 
that  thele  ftones  contained  any  pe¬ 
trified  ihells  in  the  upper  regions 
of  Lebanon  j  but  we  find,  between 
Batroun  and  Djebail,  in  .  the  Ke  1- 
raouan,  at  a  little  uiilance  from  the 
fea,  a  quarry  of  Ichiftous  ftones,  the 
flakes  of  which  bear  the  impreftions 
of  plants,  fifh,  ihells,  and  eipecially 
the  fea  onion.  The  bed  of  the  tor¬ 
rent  of  Axkalan,  in  Palestine,  is 


alfo  lined  with  a  heavy  ftone,  po~ 
rous  and  fait,  which  contains  a  great 
number  of  frnall  volutes  and  bi¬ 
valves  of  the  Mediterranean.  Po- 
cock  found  a  large  quantity  of  them 
in  the  rocks  which  border  on  the 
Dead  fea.  Iron  is  the  only  mine¬ 
ral  which. abounds  here;  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  the  Kefraouan,  and  of  the 
Druzes,  are  full  of  it.  Every  fum- 
mer  the  inhabitants  work  thofe 
mines  which  are  fimply  ochreous. 
Judea  cannot  be  without  it,  fince 
Moles  obferved,  above  three  thou- 
fand  years  ago,  that  its  ftones  were 
of  iron.  There  is  a  vague  report, 
that  there  was  anciently  a  copper 
mine  near  Aleppo,  but  it  muft  have 
been  long  fince  abandoned  :  I  have 
been  told  likewife  among  the  Druzes, 
that  in  the  declivity  of  the  hill  I 
have  mentioned,  a  mineral  was  dif- 
covered  which  produced  both  iead 
and  filver;  but  as  luch  a  difcovery 
would  have  ruined  the  whole  dif- 
trift,  by  attracting  the  attention  of 
the  Turks,  they  made  hafte  to  de- 
ftroy  every  veftige  of  it. 

V alamos  and  Earthquakes. 

The  South  of  Syria,  that  is,  the 
hollow  through  which  the  Jordan 
flows,  is  a  country  of  volcanos  ;  the 
bituminous  and  tulphureous  fources 
of  the  lake  Afphakites,  the  lava, 
the  pumiceTtones  thrown  upon  its 
banks,  and  the  hot  bath  of  Taba- 
ria,  demonftrare  that  this  valley 
has  been  the  feat  of  a  fubterraneous 
fire  which  is  not  yet  extinguifhed. 
Clouds  of  Imoke  are  often  obferved 
to  ifliie  irotn  the  lake,  and  new  cre¬ 
vices  to  be  formed  upon  its  banks. 
If  conjectures  in  fuch  cafes  were 
not  too  liable  to  error,  we  might 
lutpeft  that  the  whole  valley  has 
been  formed  only  by  a  violent  find¬ 
ing 


NATURAL 

mg  of  a  country  which  formerly 
poured  the  Jordan  into  the  Medi¬ 
terranean.  It  appears  certain,  at 
lead,  that  the  cataftrophe  of  five 
cities,  deftroyed  by  fire,  mutt  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  eruption  of 
a  volcano,  then  burning.  Strabo 
exprefsly  fays  *,  that  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
“  country,  (that  is,  ot  the  Jews 
“  themfelves),  was,  that  formerly 
“  the  valley  of  the  Lake  was  peo- 
“  pled  by  thirteen  flourishing  ci- 
“  ties,  and  that  they  were  fwal- 
“  lowed  up  by  a  volcano.”  This 
account  leems  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  quantities  of  ruins  ftill  found 
by  travellers  on  the  weftern  border. 
Thefe  eruptions  have  ceafed  long 
fince,  but  earthquakes,  which  ulu- 
ally  fuccetd  them,  ftill  continue  to 
be  felt  at  intervals  in  this  country. 
The  coaft  in  general  is  Subject  to 
them,  and  hifiory  gives  us  many 
examples  of  earthquakes,  which 
have  changed  the  face  ©f  Antioch, 
Laodicea,  Tripoli,  Berytus,  Tyre, 
Sidon,  &c.  In  our  time,  in  the 
year  1759,  there  happened  one 
which  cauled  the  greateft  ravages. 
Is  is  faid  to  have  deftroyed,  in  rhe 
valley  of  Balbek,  upwards  of  twen¬ 
ty  thoufand  perfons,  a  lofis  which 
has  never  been  repaired.  For  three 
months,  the  fhocks  of  it  terrified 
the  inhabitants  of  Lebanon  lo  much 
as  to  make  them  abandon  their 
houfes,  and  dwell  under  tents.  Very 
lately  (rhe  14th  of  December,  r/83) 
when  I  was  at  Aleppo,  fo  vio¬ 
lent  a  Shock  was  felt,  as  to  ring 
the  bell  in  the  houfe  of  the  French 
conful.  It  is  remarked  in  Syria, 
that  earthquakes  Seldom  happen  but 
in  winter,  after  the  autumnal  iains  ; 
and  this  observation,  conformable 
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to  that  made  by  Dodtor  Shaw  in 
Barbary,  feems  to  prove  that  the 
addon  of  water  on  the  dried  earth 
has  lome  Share  in  thefe  convulfive 
motions.  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  remark,  that  the  whole  of  Alia 
Minor  is  fubjedt  to  them  in  like 
manner. 

Of  the  Locufls . 

Syria,  as  well  as  Egypt,  Perfia, 
and  ahnoft  all  the  South  of  Afia,  is 
fubjedt  to  another  calamity  no  lefs 
dreadful,  I  mean  thofe  clouds  of 
locufts,  fo  often  mentioned  by  tra¬ 
veller.  The  quantity  of  thefe  in- 
feeds  is  incredible  to  all  who  have 
not  themfelves  witnefled  their  af- 
toniSbing  numbers;  the  whole  earth 
is  covered  with  them  for  the  Space 
ot  Several  leagues.  The  noife  they 
make  in  browzing  on  the  trees  and 
herbage,  may  be  heard  at  a  great 
diftance,  and  refembles  that  of  an 
army  foraging  in  Secret.  The  Tar¬ 
tars  themfelves  are  a  lefs  deftrudtive 
enemy  than  thefe  little  animals  ; 
one  would  imagine,  that  fire  had 
followed  their  progrefs.  Wherever 
their  myriads  Ipread,  the  verdure 
or  the  country  disappears,  as  if  a 
curtain  had  been  removed ;  trees 
and  plants,  ftripped  of  their  leaves, 
and  reduced  to  their  naked  boughs 
and  ftems,  caufe  the  dreary  image 
ot  winter  to  Succeed  in  an  inftant, 
to  the  rich  Scenery  of  the  Spring. 
When  thefe  clouds  of  Locufts  take 
their  flight,  to  furmount  any  ob~ 
ftacle,  or  to  traveri'e  more  rapidly 
a  defert  foil,  the  heavens  may  lite¬ 
rally  be  faid  to  be  obfeured  with 
them.  Happily  this  calamity  is 
not  frequently  repeated,  for  it  is 
the  inevitable  forerunner  of  fa- 
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mine,  and  the  maladies  it  ocea- 
fions„  The  inhabitants  of  Syria 
have  remaiked,  that  locufts  are  al¬ 
ways  bred  by  too  mild  winters,  and 
that  they  conftantly  come  from  the 
deiert  of  Arabia.  From  this  ob- 
fervation,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  that, 
the  cold  not  having  been  rigorous 
enough  to  deftroy  their  eggs,  they 
multiply  fuddenly,  and,  the  her¬ 
bage  failing  them  in  the  iuimenfe 
plains  of  the  defect,  innumerable 
legions  iflue  forth.  When  they 
make  their  firffc  appearance  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  cultivated  country, 
the  inhabitants  drive  to  drive  them 
off,  by  railing  large  clouds  of  fmoke, 
but  frequently  their  herbs  and  wet 
ftraw  fail  them  ;  they  then  dig 
trenches,  where  numbers  of  them 
are  buried  ;  but  the  two  moft  effi¬ 
cacious  deftroyers  of  thefe  infedls, 
are  the  fouth  and  fouth-eafterly 
winds,  and  the  bird  called  the  fa- 
mar  mar,  Thefe  birds,  which  great¬ 
ly  refemble  the  woodpecker,  follow 
them  in  numerous  flocks  like  ftar- 
lings,  and  not  only  greedily  devour 
them,  but  kill  as  many  as  they  can  ; 
accordingly  they  are  refpedted  by 
the  peafants,  and  nobody  is  ever 
allowed  to  fhoot  them.  As  for  the 
foutherly  and  fouth-eafterly  winds, 
they  drive  with  violence  thefe  clouds 
of  locufts  over  the  Mediterranean, 
where  luch  quantities  of  them  are 
di owned,  that,  when  their  carcafes 
are  thrown  on  the  fliore,  they  infedt 
the  air  for  feveral  days,  even  to  a 
great  diftance. 

We  may  reafonably  prefume,  that 
in  fo  extenlive  a  country  as  Syria, 
die  quality  of  the  foil  is  not  every 
where  the  fame.  In  general  the 


land  of  the  mountains  is  rude; 
that  of  the  plains  fat  and  loamy, 
and  exhibits  every  fign  of  the  great- 
eft  fecundity.  In  the  territory  of 
Aleppo,  towards  Antioch,  it  refetn- 
bles  very  fine  brick-duft,  or  Spa- 
nifh  fnufF.  The  waters  of  the 
Orontes,  however,  which  traverfe 
.this  diftrift,  are  tinged  with  white, 
which  proceeds  from  the  nature  of 
the  lands  towards  its  fource.  Al- 
moft  every  where  elfe  the  earth  is 
brown,  and  like  fine  garden  mould. 
In  the  plains,  fuch  as  thole  of  Hau- 
ran,  Gaza,  and  Balbeck,  it  is  often 
difficult  even  to  fi  id  a  pebble.  The 
winter  rains  occafion  deep  quag¬ 
mires,  and,  on  the  return  of  lum- 
mer,  the  heat  produces,  as  in  Egypt, 
large  cracks  in  the  earth  feveral  feet 
deep. 

Of  the  Rivers  and  Lakes. 

The  exaggerated,  or,  if  you  will, 
the  grand  ideas  which  hiftory  and 
travellers  ufually  give  us  of  diftant 
objedls,  have  accuftomed  us  to  fpeak 
of  the  waters  of  Syria,  with  a  refpedt 
which  amufes  our  imagination.  We 
are  fond  of  faying  the  river  Jordant 
the  river  Orontes ,  the  river  Adonis, 
If,  however,  we  wifli  to  preferve  to 
words  their  proper  fignification,  we 
fliall  hardly  find  in  this  country 
any  other  than  rivulets.  The  chan¬ 
nels  of  the  Orontes  and  the  Jordan, 
the  two  moft  confiderable,  are 
fcarcely  fixty  paces  wide  at  their 
mouths  *  ;  the  others  do  not  merit 
to  be  mentioned.  If  the  rains  and 
melted  fnow  give  them  fome  im¬ 
portance  in  the  winter,  their  couife 
is  only  to  be  difeovered,  during 


#  The  Jordan,  it  mu  ft  be  owned,  has  confiderable  depth,  but  if  the  Orontes 
were  not  impeded  by  repeated  obftacles,  it  would  be  quite  dry  duiing  the 
fummeu 
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the  remainder  of  the  year,  by  the 
rownd  Hones  and  fragments  of  rocks 
with  which  their  beds  are  filled. 
Tney  are  nothing  but  torrents  and 
cafcades  ;  and  it  may  be  conceived 
that,  from  the  proximity  of  the 
mountains,  among  which  they  rife, 
to  the  fea,  their  waters  have  not 
time  to  collect  in  long  valleys,  fo 
as  to  form  rivers.  .  The  obHacles 
oppofed  by  thefe  mountains,  in  fe- 
veral  places,  at  their  iffue,  have 
formed  confiderable  lakes,  luch  as 
thofe  of  Antiwch,  Aleppo,  Dainaf- 
cus,  Houla,  Tabaria,  and  that  which 
is  honoured  with  the  name  of  the 
Dead  Sea,  or  Lake  Afphalrites. 
All  thefe  lakes,  except  the  lad,  are 
of  frefh  water,  and  contain  feveral 
fpecies  of  filh,  different  from  *  thofe 
we  are  acquainted  with. 

Lake  Afphaltites,  alone,  contains 
neither  animal  nor  vegetable  life. 
We  lee  no  verdure  on  its  banks, 
nor  are  fiiTi  to  be  found  within  its 
waters  ;  but  it  is  not  true  that  its 
exhalations  are  peftiferous,  lo  as  to 
defiroy  birds  flying  over  it.  It  is 
very  common  to  lee  fwallows  fkim- 
ming  its  furface,  and  dipping  for 
the  water  necelLry  to  build  their 
neHs.  The  real  caule  which  de¬ 
prives  it  of  vegetables  and  animals 
is  the  extreme  laltnels  of  the  water, 
which  is  infinitely  ftronger  than  that 
of  the  fea.  The  foil  around  it, 
equally  impregnated  with  this  fait, 
produces  no  plants,  and  the  air  it- 
felf,  which  becomes  loaded  with  it 
from  evaporation,  and  which  re¬ 
ceives  alio  the  lulphureous  and  bi¬ 
tuminous  vapours,  cannot  be  fa- 
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vourable  to  vegetation  :  hence  the 
deadly  afpett  which  reigns  around 
this  lake.  Io  other  refpetts,  the 
ground  about  it,  however,  is  not 
marfhy,  and  its  waters  are  limpid, 
and  incorruptible,  as  muH  be  the 
cafe  with  a  diffolution  of  fait.  The 
origin  of  this  mineral  is  eafy  to  be 
difeovered  ;  for  on  the  fouth-weft 
fhore  are  mines  of  foflii  fair,  of 
which  1  have  brought  away  feveral 
fpecimens.  They  are  fituared  in 
the  fide  of  the  mountains  which  ex¬ 
tend  along  that  border,  and,  for 
time  immemorial,  have  fupplied  the 
neighbouring  Arabs,  and  even  the 
city  of  Jerusalem.  We  find  alfo  on 
this  Ihore  fragments  of  fulphur  and 
bitumen,  which  the  Arabs  convert 
into  a  trifling  articL  of  commerce  $ 
as  alio  hot  fountains,  and  deep  cre¬ 
vices,  which  are  difeovered  at  a 
diltance,  by  little  pyramids  built 
on  the  brink  of  them.  We  likewife 
find  a  fort  of  Hone,  which,  on  rub¬ 
bing,  emits  a  noxious  fmell,  burns 
like  bitumen,  receives  a  polifli  like 
white  alabafter,  and  is  uled  for  the 
paving  of  court-yards.  At  inter¬ 
vals  we  alfo  nieet  with  unfhapen 
blocks,  which  prejudiced  eyes  mit- 
take  for  mutilated  ftatues,  and  which 
pafs  with  ignorance  and  fuperftitious 
pilgrims  for  monuments  of  the  ad¬ 
venture  of  Lot's  ’wife,  though  it  isr 
no  where  laid  die  was  metamor- 
phofed  into  Hone,  like  N:obef  but 
into  lalt,  which  mufl  have  melted 
the  enfuing  winter. 

Some  naturaiifts  have  been  great 
ly  embarralfed  to  find  a  diicharge 
lor  the  waters  which  the  Jordan  is 


*  The  lake  of  Antioch  abounds  particularly  with  eels,  and  a  fort  of  red  fifh 
of  an  indifferent  quality.  The  Greeks,  who  keep  a  perpetual  Lent,  confume 
[great  quantities  of  them.  Lake  Tabaria  is  ftill  richer  ;  crabs,  efpecialiy.  are  very 
inumerous,  but,  as  its  environs  are  inhabited  only  by  Mahometans,  it  is  but  little 
tfilhed. 

F  2  continually 
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continually  pouring  into  the  lake, 
and  have  therefore  been  inclined  to 
fufpedt  it  had  a  communication  with 
the  Mediterranean  ;  but,  befides 
that  we  know  of  no  gulph  to  cor¬ 
roborate  this  fuppofition,  it  has 
been  demonftrated  by  accurate  cal¬ 
culations,  that  evaporation  is  more 
than  diffident  to  carry  off  the 
waters  brought  by  the  river.  It 
is,  in  fad,  very  confiderable,  and 
frequently  becomes  fenfible  to  the 
eye,  by  the  fogs  with  which  the 
lake  is  covered,  at  the  rifing  of  the 
fun,  and  which  are  afterwards  dif- 
perfed  by  the  heat. 

Of  the  Climate . 

It  is  an  opinion  pretty  generally 
received,  that  Syria  is  a  very  hot 
country  ;  but  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  make  feveral  diftin&ions  :  firft, 
on  account  of  the  difference  of  lati¬ 
tude,  which,  from  one  extremity  to 
the  other,  is  not  lefs  than  fix  de¬ 
grees  :  fecondly,  from  the  natural 
divifion  of  the  country  into  low  and 
flat,  and  high  and  mountainous, 
which  divifion  occafions  a  ftill  more 
fenfible  difference  ;  for  while  Reau¬ 
mur’s  thermometer  ftands  at  twen¬ 
ty-five  and  twenty-fix  degrees  up¬ 
on  the  coaft,  it  hardly  rifes  to 
twenty  or  twenty-one  among  the 
mountains  *.  In  winter,  therefore, 
the  whole  chain  of  mountains  is 
covered  with  fnow,  while  the  lower 
country  is  always  free  from  it,  or 
at  leafl:  it  lies  only  for  an  inftant. 
We  muft  firft  then  eftablifh  two 
general  climates  ;  the  one  very  hot, 


which  is  that  of  the  coaft,  and  the 
interior  plains,  fuch  as  thofe  of 
Balbek,  Antioch,  Tripoli,  Acre, 
Gaza,  Hauran,  &c.  the  other  tem¬ 
perate,  and  almoft  like  our  own, 
which  is  the  climate  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  at  leaft  te  a  certain  height. 
The  furtimer  of  1 784  was  reckon¬ 
ed,  among  the  Druzes,  one  of  the 
hotted  they  remembered,  yet  I  never 
found  the  heat  to  be  compared 
to  that  I  had  felt  at  Saide  or 
Bairout. 

In  this  climate,  the  order  of  the 
feafons  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the 
middle  provinces  of  France  ;  the 
winter,  which  Jafts  from  November 
to  March,  is  fliarp  and  rigorous. 
Not  a  year  paffes  without  fnow, 
and  the  earth  is  frequently  covered 
feveral  feet  deep  with  it  for  months 
together ;  the  fpring  and  autumn 
are  mild,  and  the  fummer  heat  is 
abfolutely  infupportable.  In  the 
plains,  on  the  contrary,  as  foon  as 
the  fun  returns  to  the  equator,  the 
tranfition  is  rapid  to  oppreflive 
heats,  which  continue  to  the  end 
of  October.  But  then  the  winter 
is  fo  moderate,  that  the  orange, 
date,  banana,  and  other  delicate 
trees,  flourifli  in  the  open  air  ;  and 
it  appears  equally  extraordinary 
and  pi&urefque  to  an  European  at 
Tripoli,  to  behold,  under  his  win¬ 
dows,  in  the  month  of  January, 
orange-trees  loaded  with  flowers 
and  fruit,  while  the  lofty  head  of 
Lebanon  is  covered  with  ice  and 
fnow.  It  muft  neverthelefs  be  ob- 
ferved  that,  in  the  northern  parts, 
and  to  the  eaft  of  the  mountains. 


*  Along  the  coaft  of  Syria,  and  at  Tripoli,  in  particular,  the  loweft  degrees  to  which 
the  thermometer  falls  in  winter,  are  eight  and  nine  degrees  above  the  fieezing 
point }  in  dimmer,  in  clofe  apartments,  it  rifes  from  25!  to  26®.  As  for  the  ba¬ 
rometer,  it  is  remarkable  that  at  the  latter  end  ®f  May.  it  fixes  at  28  inches,  .  and 
never  varies  till  October, 
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the  winter  is  more  rigorous,  with¬ 
out  the  l'ummer  being  iefs  hot.  At 
Antioch,  Aleppo,  and  Damafcus, 
there  are  fevera!  weeks  of  froft  and 
fnow  every  winter  ;  which  arifes 
from  the  fituation  of  the  country 
ftill  more  than  the  difference  of  la¬ 
titude.  For,  in  faCt,  all  the  plain 
to  the  eaft  of  the  mountains  is  very 
high  above  the  level  of  the  fea, 
expofed  to  all  the  parching  winds 
of  the  north  and  north-eaft,  and 
fcreened  from  the  humid  winds 
of  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft.  Be- 
Tides,  Antioch  and  Aleppo  receive 
from  the  mountains  of  Alexan- 
dretta,  which  are  within  fight,  an 
air,  which  the  fnow,  that  covers 
them  fo  long,  muft  neceffarily  render 
very  {harp. 

Syria,  therefore,  unites  different 
climates  under  the  fame  Iky,  and 
collefts,  within  a  narrow  compafs, 
pleafures  and  productions  which  na¬ 
ture  haselfewhere  difperfed  at  great 
diftances  of  times  and  places.  With 
us,  for  inftance,  feafons  are  fepa- 
rated  by  months  ;  there  we  may 
fay  they  are  only  feparated  by 
hours.  If  in  Saide  or  Tripoli,  we 
are  incommoded  by  the  heats  of 
July,  in  fix  hours  we  are,  in  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  in  the 
temperature  of  March  ;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  chilled  by  the  frofts 
of  December,  at  Befftarrai,  a  day’s 
journey  brings  us  back  to  the  coaft, 
amid  the  flowers  of  Mav  *.  The 
Arabian  poets  have  therefore  faid, 
that  “  the  Sannin  bears  winter  on 


“  his  head,  fpring  upon  his  fhould- 
“  ers,  and  autumn  in  his  bofom, 
“  while  fummer  lies  fleeping  at  his 
“  feet.”  I  have  myfelf  experienced 
the  truth  of  this  figurative  obfer- 
vation,  during  the  eight  months  I 
refided  at  the  monaftery  6f  Mar- 
Hanna  f,  feven  leagues  from  Bai- 
rout.  At  the  end  of  February,  I 
left  at  Tripoli  a  variety  of  vegeta¬ 
bles  which  were  in  perfection,  and 
many  flowers  in  full  bloom.  On 
my  arrival  at  Antour  I  found 
the  plants  only  beginning  to  ffioot  : 
and,  at  Mar-Hanna,  every  thing 
was  covered  with  fnow.  It  had  not 
entirely  left  the  Sannin  till  the  end 
of  April,  and,  already,  in  the  val¬ 
ley  it  overlooks,  rofcs  had  begun  to 
bud.  The  early  figs  were  paft  at 
Bairout,  when  they  were  firft  ga¬ 
thered  with  us,  and  the  filk-worms 
were  in  cod,  before  our  mulberry- 
trees  were  half  ftripped. 

T*  this  advantage  which  per¬ 
petuates  enjoyments  by  their  fuc- 
ceflion,  Syria  adds  another,  that  of 
multiplying  them  by  the  variety  of 
her  productions.  Were  nature  af- 
fifted  by  art,  thofe  of  the  mod  dilu¬ 
tant  countries  might  be  produced 
within  the  fpace  of  twenty  leagues. 
At  prerent,  in  fpite  of  the  barba- 
rifm  of  a  government  which  is  an 
enemy  to  all  induflty  and  improve¬ 
ment,  we  are  aflonifbed  at  the  va¬ 
riety  this  province  affords.  Befides 
wheat,  rye,  barley,  beans,  and  the 
cotton  plant,  which  is  cultivated 
every  where,  we  find  a  multitude 


#  This  is  the  praftice  of  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  diftrift,  who  pafs 
the  winter  near  Tripoli,  while  their  houfes  are  buried  under  the  fnow. 

■f  Mar-Hanna  el  Shouair  ;  i.  e.  St.John,  near  the  village  of  Shouair.  This 
monattery  is  fituated  in  a  ltony  valley,  which  joins  to  that  of  Nabr  el  Kelb,  or 
Torrent  of  the  Dog.  The  religion*  are  Greek  Catholics,  of  the  order  of  Saint 
Bafil. 

I  A  houfe  formerly  belonging  to  the  Jefuits,  but  occupied  at  prefent  by  the 
Lazarifts. 
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of  ufeful  and  agreeable  productions,  oecafioned  by  the  late  troubles,, 
appropriated  to  different  fituations.  there  were,  in  the  gardens  of  Yaffa, 
Palefline  abounds  in  fefamum,  from  two  plants  of  the  Indian  cotton- 
which  oil  is  procured,  and  doura  *  tree,  which  grew  rapidly,  nor  has 
as  good  as  that  of  Egypt  f .  Maize  this  town  loll  its  lemons,  its  enor- 
thrives  in  the  light  foil  of  Balbek,  rnous  citrons  or  its  water-melons, 
and  even  rice  is  cultivated,  with  which  are  preferable  even  to  thofe 
fuccefs,  on  the  borders  of  the  mar-  of  Broulos  |j.  Gaza  produces  dates 
fhy  country  of  Havula.  They  have  l,ke  Mecca,  and  pomegranates  like 
lately  begun  to  plant  fngar-canes  Algiers;  Tripoli  affords  oranges 
in  the  gardens  of  Saide  and  cuf  equal  to  thofe  of  Malta  ;  Bailout 
Bairout,  and  they  find  them  equal  figs  like  thofe  of  Maifeilles,  and 
thofe  of  the  Delta.  Indigo  grows  bananas  not  inferior  to  thofe  of  St. 
without  cultivating,  on  the  banks  Domingo  ;  Aleppo  enjoys  the  ex- 
cff  the  Jordan,  in  tiie  country  of  clufive  advantage  of  producing  pif- 
Bifan,  and  only  requires  care  to  tachio’s;  and  Damatcus  juflly  boafts 
make  it  of  an  excellent  quality,  cf  poffeding  all  the  fruits  known  in 
The  hill- fldes  cf  Latakia  produce  our  provinces.  Its  deny  foil  fuits 
tobacco,  which  is  the  principal  ar-  equally  the  apples  of  Normandy, 
tide  of  its  commerce  with  Dami-  the  plumbs  of  Touraine,  and  the 
etta  and  Cairo.  This  is  now  culti-  peaches  of  Paris.  Twenty  forts  of 
vated  throughout  all  the  moun-  apricots  are  reckoned  there,  the 
tains.  As  for  trees,  the  olive-tree  (lone  of  one  of  which  contains  a 
of  Provence  grows  at  Antioch,  and  kernel  highly  valued  through  all 
at  Ramla,  to  the  height  of  the  Turkey,  in  fliort,  the  cochineal 
beech.  The  white  mulberry-tree  plant,  which  grows  on  all  that 
conftitutes  the  wealfn  of  the  whole  coaff,  contains,  perhaps,  that  pre¬ 
country  of  the  Druzes,  by  the  beau-  cions  inledt  in  as  high  perfection 
tiful  filks  which  are  produced  on  it,  as  it  is  found  in  Mexico  and  St. 
while  the  vine,  fupported  on  poles,  Domingo  §  ;  and  if  we  confider 
or  winding  round  the  oaks,  fup-  that  the  mountains  of  the  Yemen, 
plies  grapes  which  afford  red  and  which  produce  fuch  excellent  cot- 
white  wines  that  might  rival  thofe  fee,  are  only  a  continuation  of  thole 
of  Bourdeaux.  Before  the  ravages  of  Syria,  and  that  their  foil  and 

#  A  fart  of  pulfe,  fomething  like  lentils,  which  grows  in  clufters,  on  a  ftalk  fix 
or  feven  feet  high.  It  is  the  bolcus  arundinaceus  of  Linnaeus. 

f  I  never  faw  any  buck-wheat  in  Syria,  and  oats  are  very  rare.  Rye  and  ftraw 
are  given  to  the  hot  fes. 

J  I  have  feen  ibme  which  weighed  eighteen  pounds, 

j]  Broulos,  on  the  coaft  of  Egypt,  produces  better  water-mellons  than  are  found 
sn  the  red  of  the  Delta,  where  the  fruits  in  general  are  too  watery, 

§  It  was  long  imagined  that  the  infe£l  of  the  cochineal  was  peculiar  to  Mexico  ; 
and  the  Spaniards,  to  fecure  the  exclufive  poffeffion  of  it,  have  prohibited  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  the  living  cochineal,  under  pain  of  death  ;  hut  M.  Thierri,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  in  bringing  it  away,  in  1771,  and  carried  it  to  Saint  Domingo,  found  the 
nopals  of.  that  ifland  contained  it  before  his  arrival.  It  feems  as  if  nature  fcarcely 
ever  fe  pa  rated  inl'e&s  from  the  plants  appropriated  to  them. 
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climate  are  almoft  the  fame*,  we 
fhall  be  induced  to  believe  that  Ju¬ 
dea,  especially,  might  eafily  culti¬ 
vate  this  valuable  production  oi 
Arabia.  With  thefe  numerous  ad¬ 
vantages  of  climate  and  of  loil,  it 
is  not  aftorhfhing  that  Syria  fhould 
always  have  been  efteemed  a  molt 
d :  1  icious  country,  and  that  the 
Geeks  and  Romans  ranked  it 
among  the  mod  beautiful  ot  their 
provinces,  and  even  thought  it  not 
infeiior  to  Egypt.  In  more  modern 
times,  alto,  a  Pacha,  who  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  both  thefe  provinces, 
being  afked  to  which  he  gave  the 
preference,  replied,  V  Egypt,  with- 
“  out  doubt,  is  a  molt  beautiful 
44  farm,  but  Syiia  is  a  charming 
country-houle  +  .” 

I 

Qualities  of  the  Air. 

I  mud  not  forget  to  lpeak  of  the 
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qualities  of  the  air  and  waters. 
Thefe  elements  prefent  in  Syria 
very  remarkable  phenomena.  On 
the  mountains,  and  in  all  the  ele¬ 
vated  plain  which  ttretches  to  the 
eatiward,  the  air  is  light,  pure,  and 
dry;  while  on  the  coaft,  and  elpe- 
cially  from  Alexandretta  to  Yata, 
it  is  moift  and  heavy  ;  thus  Syrig 
is  divided  lengthways  into  two  dit- 
feient  ddtridts,  ieparated  by  the 
chain  of  mountains  which  alto  caufe 
their  diverfity  ;  for  thele  prevent- 
ing,  by  their  height,  the  tree  pat- 
lage  of  the  wefterly  winds,  force 
tile  vapours  which  they  bring  from 
the  lea  to  colled  in  the  valleys ; 
and  as  air  is  light  only  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  its  purity,  thefe  are  unable 
to  rife  above  the  fummits  ot  this 
rampart.  The  confequence  is,  that 
the  air  of  the  delert  and  the  moun¬ 
tains,  though  fufHciently  wholefome 


*  The  fituation  of  the  country  of  Yemen  and  Tahama  is  very  fimilar  to  that  of 
Syria.  See  M.  Niebuhr  Voyage  en  Arabie. 

-f  To  complete  the  Natural  Hiftoryof  Syria,  it  is  proper  to  add  that  it  produces 
all  our  domeftic  animals,  and,  belides  them,  the  buffalo  and  the  camel,  whofe 
utility  is  fo  well  known.  We  alfo  find  gazelles  (anttrlop'es)  in  the  plains,  which 
fupply  the  place  of  our  roe-bucks;  in  the  mountains  are  numbers  of  wild- boars, 
not  fo  large  nor  fo  fierce  as  ours.  The  ftag  ai  d  the  deer  are  unknown  there  5 
the  wolf  an  I  the  real  fox  are  very  rare  ;  but  theie  is  a  prodigious  quantity  of.  the 
middle  fpeciis,  named  Sbacal  (jackall)  which  in  Syria  is  called  ^ivauwee,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  its  howl  ;  and  in  Egypt  dib,  or  wolf.  Thefe  jackalls  go  in  droves,  and 
frequent  the  environ?  of  the  towns,  where  they  feed  on  what  carrion  they  can 
find.  They  never  attack  any  body,  but  are  always  ready  to  fave  themielves  by 
flight.  Every  evening  they  feem  to  give  each  ether  the  watch-word,  to  begin 
howling,  and  their  cries,  which  »'e  vny  doleful,  fometimes  laft  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  In  unfrequented  places  there  are  alfo  hyenas,  in  Arabic  named  daba ,  and 
ounces,  improperly  called  tygers  (in  Arabic  nema).  Lebanon,  the  country  of 
the  Druzes,  Nablous,  Mount  Carmel,  and  the  environs  of  Alexandretta,  are  their 
principal  haunts.  But,  in  return,  the  country  is  exempt  fiom  lions  and  bears. 
Water  fowl  are  very  plentiful ;  land  game  is  not  fo  abundant,  except  in  particular 
diftrifts.  The  hare  and  the  large  red  partridge  are  the  mod  common  ;  rabbits,  if 
there  are  any,  are  extremely  fcarce.  The  francolin,  or  auagen,  is  more  numerous 
at  Tripoli,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Yafa.  Nor  ought  we  to  omit “ofeferving 
t  at  a  fpecies  of  the  tolibri  (or  humming-bird )  ftill  exifts  rn  the  teiritory  of  Saide. 
M.  J.  B.  Adanion,  formerly  interpreter  in  that  city,  who  cultivates  uatuial  Hif- 
’O  y  with  equal  tafle  and  fuccefs,  met  w’th  onp»  which  he  made  a  prelent  of  to 
his  brother  th;  Academician,  Tln»  and  the  pelican  aie  the  only  remarkable  birds 
m  ria. 

,  '  1?  4  for 
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for  fuch  as  are  in  no  danger  of  pul¬ 
monary  complaints,  is  hurtful  to 
thofe  who  are,  and  it  is  neceflary  to 
fend  fuch  from  Aleppo  to  Latakia 
or  Saide.  This  good  property  of 
the  air  on  the  coaft  is,  however, 
outweighed  by  more  ferious  bad 
ones,  and  it  may  in  general  be 
pronounced  unhealthy,  as  it  caufes 
intermittent  and  putrid  fevers,  and 
thofe  defluxions  of  the  eyes,  of 
which  I  have  fpoken  in  treating 
of  Egypt-  The  evening  dews, 
and  fleeping  on  the  terraces,  are 
found  much  lefs  hurtful  in  the 
mountainous  and  interior  parts  of 
the  country,  as  the  diftance  from 
the  fea  is  greater,  which  confirms 
what  I  have  already  obferved  upon 
that  fubjeft. 

Qualities  of  the  Waters. 

The  waters  of  this  country  have 
alfo  a  remarkable  difference.  In 
the  mountains,  that  of  the  fprings 
is  light,  and  of  a  very  good  quali¬ 
ty  ;  but  in  the  plain,  whether  to 
the  eaft  or  weft,  if  it  has  no  natural 
or  artificial  communicatioe  with  the 
fprings,  we  find  nothing  but  brack- 
iih  water,  which  becomes  ftill  more 
fo  the  nearer  we  approach  the  de- 
fert,  where  there  is  not  a  drop  of 
Any  other.  This  inconvenience  has 
rendered  rain  fo  precious  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  frontiers,  that  they 


have  in  all  ages  taken  care  to  col- 
left  it  in  wells  and  caverns  care¬ 
fully  doled  :  hence,  among  all  ruins, 
cifterns  are  the  firft  things  we  dis¬ 
cover. 

The  face  of  the  heavens,  in  Sy¬ 
ria,  particularly  on  the  coaft,  and 
in  the  defert,  is  in  genera!  more 
conftant  and  regular  than  in  our 
climates  j  rarely  is  the  fun  ohfeured 
for  two  fuccefiive  days.  In  the 
courfe  of  -a  whole  fummer  we  fee 
few  clouds,  and  ftill  lefs  rain ; 
which  only  begins  about  the  end  of 
Oftoher,  and  then  is  neither  long 
nor  plentiful.  The  hulbandmen 
wifti  for  it  to  fow  what  they  call 
their  <vointer  crop,  that  is,  their 
wheat  and  barley  *.  In  December 
and  January,  the  rain  becomes 
more  frequent  and  heavier,  and 
fnow  often  falls  in  the  higher  coun¬ 
try.  It  fometimes  rains  alfo  in 
March  and  April ;  ana  the  hufband- 
man  avails  himfelf  of  it  to  fow  his 
fummer  crop  of  fefamum,  doura, 
tobacco,  cotton,  beans,  and  water¬ 
melons.  The  remainder  of  the  year 
is  uniform,  and  drought  is  mor-e 
frequently  complained  of  than  too 
much  wet. 

Of  the  Winds. 

The  winds  in  Syria,  as  in  Egypt, 
are  in  feme  degree  periodical,  and 
governed  by  the  feafors.  About 


*  The  feed-time  of  t he  winter  crop,  called  > Shetacwia>  takes  place,  throughout 
Syria,  only  at  the  time  of  the  autumnal  rains,  or  toward  the  end  of  Qftober.  The 
time  cf  reaping  this  crop  varies  according  to  the  difference  of  fituation.  In  Pa~ 
Jeftine,  and  in  the  Hauran,  they  reap  their  wheat  and  barley  from  the  end  of  April 
through  the  whole  month  of  May.  But  as  we  advance  toward  the  north,  or  af- 
cend  the  mountains,  the  harveft  does  not  begin  till  June  and  July. 

The  feed-time  of  the  fummer  crop,  or  Saif  a,  begins  with  the  fpring  rains,  that 
is,  in  March  and  April ;  and  their  harveft  is  in  the  months  of  September  and 
October. 

The  time  of  vintage,  in  the  mountains,  is  about  the  end  of  September;  the  filk- 
woiins  hatch  there  in  April  and  May,  and  begin  to  fpin  in  July. 

the 
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die  autumnal  equinox,  the  north- 
weft  winds  begin  to  blow  more  fre¬ 
quently  and  ftronger.  It  renders 
the  air  dry,  clear,  and  fharp  ;  and 
it  is  remarkable  that,  on  the  fea- 
coaft,  it  caufes  the  head-ach,  like 
the  north-eaft  wind  in  Egypt  ;  and 
this  more  in  the  northern  than  in 
the  fouthern  parts,  but  never  in  the 
mountains.  We  may  further  re¬ 
mark,  that  it  ufually  blows  three 
days  fucceflively,  like  the  louih  and 
fouth-eaft  at  the  other  equinox.  It 
continues  to  prevail  till  November, 
that  is,  about  fifty  days,  arid  its 
variations  are  generally  tow7ard  the 
eaft.  Thefe  winds  are  followed  by 
the  north-weft,  the  weft,  and  fouth- 
weft,  which  prevail  from  Novem¬ 
ber  to  February.  The  two  latter 
are,  to  ufe  the  expreftion  of  the 
Arabs,  the  fathers  of  the  rains.  In 
March  arife  the  pernicious  winds 
from  the  fouthern  quarter,  with  the 
fame  circumftances  as  in  Egypt  ; 
but  they  become  feebler  as  v.'e  ad¬ 
vance  toward  the  north,  and  are 
much  more  lupportable  in  the 
mountains  than  in  the  fiat  country. 
Their  duration,  at  each  return,  is 
ufually  of  four  and  twenty  hours,  or 
three  days.  The  eafteily  winds, 
which  follow7,  continue  till  June, 
when  a  north  wind  fucceeos,  with 
which  veflcls  may  go  and  return 
along  all  the  coaft.  At  the  fame 
feafon  too,  the  wind  varies  through 
all  the  points,  every  day,  piaffing 
with  the  lun  from  the  eaft  to  the 
fouth,  and  from  the  fouth  to  the 
weft,  to  return  by  the  north,  and 
recommence  the  fame  ci/cuit.  At 
this  lime  alfo  a  local  wind,  called 
the  land  breeze,  prevails  along  the 
coaft,  during  the  night;  it  iprings 
lip  after  lun-fet,  lafts  till  lun-iif- 
ing,  and  reaches  only  two  or  three 
leagues  out  at  ftea. 


The  caufes  of  all  thefe  pheno¬ 
mena  are  problems  well  deferving 
the  attention  of  natural  philofo- 
phers.  No  country  is  better  adapt¬ 
ed  to  obfervations  of  this  kind  than 
Syria.  It  feems  as  if  nature  had 
there  prepared  whatever  is  neccf- 
fary  to  the  ftudy  of  her  operations. 
We,  in  our  foggy  climates,  in  the 
depth  of  vaft  continents,  are  unable 
to  purfue  the  great  changes  which 
happen  in  the  atmofphere  :  the  con¬ 
fined  horizon  which  bounds  our 
view,  circumfcribes  alio  our  ideas. 
The  field  of  our  obfervation  is  vet  y 
limited  ;  and  a  thculand  circum¬ 
ftances  combine  to  vary  the  effedU 
of  natural  caufes.  There,  on  the 
contrary,  an  immenfe  feene  opens 
before  us,  and  the  great  agent?  or 
nature  are  collected  in  a  fpace  which 
renders  it  ealy  to  watch  their  va¬ 
rious  operations.  To  the  weft  h 
the  vaft  liquid  plain  of  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  ;  to  the  eaft  the  plain  cl 
the  defert,  no  lefts  vaft,  but  abfto- 
lutely  dry  ;  in  the  midft  of  thefe 
two  level  iurfaces,  rile  the  moun¬ 
tains,  whofe  fummits  are  fo  many 
obfervatoties,  from  w  hence  the  fight 
may  dilcern  full  thiity  leagues. 
Four  oblervers  might  command  f he 
w'hole  extent  of  Syiia  ;  and  from 
the  tops  of  Cafius,  Lebanon,  ard 
'Labor,  let  nothing  elcape  them 
within  that  boundlefs  hoiizon.  They 
might  obferve  how  the  region  of 
the  lea,  at  firft  unclouded,  veils  it- 
felf  with  vapours  ;  in  what  manner 
thefe  vapours  form  into  groupes, 
and  feparate,  and  by  a  conftant 
mechanifnj,  afeend  and  rife  above 
the  mountains  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  defert,  invariably  clear, 
never  produces  clouds,  and  has  only 
thole  it  has  receivtd  from  the  fea. 
They  might  reply  to  the  quefticn  of 


M.  Michael  is. 
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M.  Michaeiis  * * * §,  £<  Whether  the 

defert  produces  dew$?”  that  the 
defert,  containing  no  water,  except 
in  winter,  alter  the  rains,  can  only 
furnifh  vapours  at  that  period.  On 
viewing  the  valley  of  Balbek,  burnt 
up  with  heat,  whilft  the  head  of 
Lebanon  is  hoaiy  with  ice  and  (now, 
they  would  be  leulible  of  the  truth 
of  an  axiom,  which  ought  no 
longer  to  be  dilputed,  that  the  heat 
is  greater  in  proportion  as  nve  ap¬ 
proach  the  furface  of  the  earth ,  and 
diminijhes  as  nve  remove  from  it  ;  io 
that  it  leems  to  proceed  only  from 
the  a£t;on  of  the  rays  of  the  fun 
upon  the  eaitlf.  In  fhort,  they 
might  luccefsfully  attempt  the  rota¬ 
tion  oi  the  greateft  part  ol  meteoro¬ 
logical  problems. 


'  >  :  ’  j  .. '  r. 

Some  Aenunt  of  the  Productions  and 

J 

Peculiarities  of  the  Marratta  Coun¬ 
try. — From  the  Afiatic  Milceliany. 

/rTT\HE  kinds  of  grain  chiefly  pro- 
Jk  duced  in  this  country  are  ja 
*vdr  haler  a  f ,  &c.  Rice  grows  in 
the  Kokun  Province  and  is  alio 


brought  from  the  Soobah  of  Khan- 
daiffe  ;  it  is  fold  lor  ten  Or  twelve 
leer  lor  a  rupee,  and  wheat-flour, 
alfo,  bears  the  fame  price.  Grain 
is  in  general  very  dear,  and  there 
is  but  little  trade  in  other  commo¬ 
dities.  Silk  is  brought  hither  from 
Bengal.  01  linen  manufactures 
there  is  abundance  ;  but  they  are 
not  to  be  compared  with  thole  of 
Bengal.  Pearls  are  here  a  great 
article  ot  merchandize ;  they  are 
brought  from  Mocho  and  Judda. 
The  huits  of  the  country  are  grapes, 
pomegranates,  water-melons,  man¬ 
goes,  and  pears. 

Of  manufactures,  here  are  only 
fame  of  white  cloth,  chintz,  Bur- 
haunpoor  turbants,  &c.  but  Europe 
goods,  fuch  as  broad  cloths,  &c. 
and  filk,  opium,  and  Bengal  cloths, 
are  imported  hither  from  Bombay, 
and  dilperled  on  all  tides  as  far  as 
Dehly. 

Excellent  horfes  [j  are  to  be  had 
here  in  great  abundance,  but  the 
market  price  is  high.  In  every 
province,  and  in  every  place  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  Mananas,  there  are 
itables  and  herds  §  of  horfes  ;  and 

in 


*  See  the  queJHons  propofed  by  M.  Michaelis  to  the  travellers  for  the  king  of 
Denmark. 

■f  Thefe  are  different  kinds  of  pulfe.  « 

|  The  Kokun  rice  is  like  that  commonly  ufed  in  Bengal,  and  is  indeed  gene¬ 
rally  fold  at  12  or  13  feer  for  a  rupee  ;  but  the  Khandailfe  rice,  called  in  Hindolfan 
pattny  chauvel ,  which  is  the  only  ipecies  brought  from  that  province,  is  generally 
ufed  by  the  higher  ranks  of  people,  and  is  ieldom  at  a  lower  price  than  6  or  7 
feer  per  rupee.  It  is  a  long  and  fmall  grained  rice,  like  that  ufed  for  pillows  by 
Muflulmen  of  high  rack  on  the  Coromandel  coaft. 

If  The  horles  molt  efteemed  by  the  Marrattas  are  thole  bred  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  Bheema,  which  runs  into  the  Krilhtoa,  about  thirty  cols  welt  of  Bidder,  in 
the  province  of  Bhaulky.  They  are  of  a  middling  fize  and  ttrong,  but  are,  at 
the  lame  time,  a  veiy  handlbme  breed,  generally  of  a  dark  bay  with  black  legs, 
and  are  called,  from  the  place  which  produces  them,  Rheemertedy  horfes.  Some 
of  them  bear  a  price  as  high  as  5000  rupees  upon  the  maiket.  Mares  are  com- 
siwnly  the  dearelt. 

§  Thefe  herds  are  called,  in  the  Marrat'a  language,  Jhundy,  and  are  compofed 
of  the  herfes  of  feveral  individuals,  who  fend  them  to  feed  on  the  open  plains  as 
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in  moft  places  there  are  herds  the 
property  of  the  Paifhwab.  The 
principal  men  alio  have  all  herds  of 
hories  on  their  relpedtive  jageers, 
and  inlift  horlemen,  who  ierve  on 
them  in  time  of  war,  of  whom  the 
bodies  of  horfe  called  Bargeer  are 
compofed.  Accompanied  by  theie 
the  chiefs  offer  their  lervices  to  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  each  of  them  has 
from  a  thoufand  to  two  thoufand 
hories  of  his  own.  In  a  word,  ftout 
men  and  good  hories  are  the  chief 
boaft  of  this  country  :  befides  thefe 
it  has  little  to  fhow  but  rocky  hiils 
and  ftony  ground.  The  foil,  in¬ 
deed,  in  fome  places,  is  black, 
which  creates  an  exceftive  quantity 
of  mud  in  the  rainy  feaion,  and  the 
roads  at  that  time  are  rendered  alio 
in  moft  parts  impalpable  by  the  tor¬ 
rents  that  come  down  from  the  hills. 

I  he  city  of  Poonah  has  nothing 
extraordinary  to  recommend  it  :  it 
is  about  three  or  tour  cofs  in  cir¬ 
cuit  ;  but  there  are  no  gardens  to 


be  feen  here  like  thofe  of  Bengal  or 
Benares  *,  and  the  houfes  of  the 
principal  people  are  like  the  houfes 
of  Mahaujins.  Few  of  them  have 
any  extent  either  of  building  or  of 
ground,  and  fewer  ftiil  are  adorned 
with  courts,  parterres,  rivulets,  or 
fountains.  The  inhabitants  are,  ne- 
vertheleis,  moft  of  them  wealthy, 
and  merchants,  and  the  bell  part  of 
the  offices  and  employments  are  held 
by  Brahmans. 

As  ro  beaujty  and  complexion, 
the  people  of  this  country  relemble 
thofe  of  Punjaub  f  ;  few  are  to  be 
feen  of  a  very  daik  colour.  The 
women  of  ail  ranks,  both  rich  and 
poor,  go  unveiled  ;  and  thofe  of 
diftindlion  go  in  palankeens  with¬ 
out  curtains.  The  wives  of  lokiiers 
ride  about  on  horfeback.  Curtain 
felling  t  is  very  common  in  this 
country. 

Many  Brahmans  |]  id!  their  own 
daughters,  and  girls  that  they  have 
brought  up,  for  a  great  price. 


long  as  they  have  no  immediate  occafion  for  them.  But  thofe  that  are  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Paiihwali  are  called,  as  well  as  the  places  where  they  are  kept, 
Paugah. 

*  There  are,  it  feems,  a  few  gardens  to  the  eaft  and  to  the  fouth  of  Poonah. 
Among  the  latter,  that  of  Mooroopbernevees  is  th*  bell  ;  but  even  that  has  few 
or  none  of  the  ornaments  here  mentioned.  On  the  nouh  and  welt  of  the  city  runs 
a  fmall  river  called  the  Moolamootha,  but  it  is  full  of  rocks,  and  not  navigable. 
iNariayen  Row  began  to  build  a  bridge  over  this  river,  which  was  intended  to  be 
open  during  the  rains,  and  fhut  during  the  hot  months,  in  order  to  prelerve  the 
water  for  the  ule  of  the  town  j  but  he  was  killed  before  it  was  fimfhed,  and  it  has 
not  fince  been  carried  on..  This  idea  was  luggefted  by  a  dreadful  l'eafon  of 
drought,  which  happened  under  his  reign,  during  which  a  cudgeree  pot  of  water 
was  at  one  time  fold  in  poonah  for  half  a  rupee.  This  exceliive  fcarcity,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  continue  above  ten  or  fifteen  days. 

fi  From  other  accounts  it  fhould  appear,  that  the  people  of  Punjaub  are  of  a 
very  different  feature  and  make  from  the  Marrattas  j  and  that  there  are  more 
people  of  a  dark  colour  among  the  latter  than  would  be  underltood  from  this  de- 
lcription  of  them. 

By  this  he  means  proftitution. 

|j  A  Marratta  Biahman  to  whom  this  was  read  difeovered  great  indignation  at 
this  aftertion,  and  denied  that  they  ever  fell  their  own  daughters,  or  bring  up  girls 
for  fale,  though  he  acknowledged  it  was  not  unufual  among  the  inferior  calls. 

Other 
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Other  calls  *,  befides  Brahmans, 
Ifflffiog  Bp  fowls  in  their  houfes,  and 
seat  #he  eggs  ;  but  the  Brahmans 
.east  twist  her  fie  IK  nor  fifli. 

Cbws  are  not  allowed  to  be  kill¬ 
ed  ins  any  oi  the  countries  depen¬ 


dent  on  the  Marrattas,  MufTulmans 
are  here  but  few  in  number,  and 
the  influence  oi  I  flam-  at  a  low 
ebb.  But  idolatry  flouriflies,  and 
here  are  idol  temples  in  abun¬ 
dance. 


m  The  fa61  is,  that  not  only  the  Brahmans  abftam  from  fifh  and  flefh,  but 
jffitfc  different  divifions  of  the  Vies,  or  Banian  caft,  are  equally  abftcmious,  while 
tilME  Ch&ttri  and  Sudder  indulge  in  both. 


1 


/ 

( 


USEFUL 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


The  following  Experiments  On  the 
Culture  of  Turneps,  and  a  Re¬ 
ceipt  for  preferring  the  Turnep 
Seed  from  being  dejlroyed  by  the 
Fly,  is  taken  from  a  Letter  of  Mr. 
Winter’s,  of  Charlton,  near  Brif- 
tol,  addreffed  to  the  Society  injii- 
tuted  at  London  for  the  Encou- 
ragement  of  Arts>  Manufactures , 
and  Commerce. — From  Vol.  5 th  of 
the  Tranfa&ions  of  that  Society. 

“SIR, 

HE  very  numerous  experi¬ 
ments  I  have  repeatedly 
made,  more  particularly  this  fum- 
mer,  on  turnep-feed,  to  prevent 
being  deftroyed  by  the  fly,  enables 
me  to  fend  you  my  firft  account  and 
recipe,  for  the  moft  effe&ual  pre- 
fervation  <5f  that  excellent  vege¬ 
table. 

My  turneps  have  already  been 
infpefted  by  many  gentlemen  in 
this  neighbourhood  :  flhould  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  your  fociety  live  near  this 
place,  he  may  examine  my  nume¬ 
rous  experiments,  which,  if  your 
fociety  will  deem  worthy  their  pe- 
rufal,  will  fend  you  an  account  of 
the  whole,  with  the  particulars  of 
my  obfervations  on  each. 

As  I  have  been  credibly  inform¬ 
ed,  that  turneps  have  this  feafon 
been  fowed  three  times  on  the  fame 
ground,  as  the  feafon  is  lo  far  ad¬ 


vanced,  l  think  no  time  fhould  be 
loft  in  ferving  the  community. 

Your  anfwer  by  return  of  poft, 
will  be  efteemed  a  favour  conferred 
on 

Sir, 

Your  moll  obedient 

humble  fervaret, 

Mr.  More.  George  Winter, 

Charlton,  near  Briftol, 

July  7,  1786. 

P.  S.  Steep  turnep- feed,  twenty- 
four  hours  or  more^  in  (efficient 
quantity  of  train  oil.  Take  a  fine 
fieve,  or  linen  bag,  drain  the  oil 
from  the  feed,  which  mix  with  a 
quantity  of  good  earth  finely  fifted, 
immediately  drill  or  fow.  Where 
the  plants  begin  to  appear  ore  the 
furface,  let  the  ground  be  lowed 
with  foot,  from  eight  to  fixteere 
bufhels  per  acre. 

N.  B.  Linfeed,  or  other  good  ve¬ 
getable  oil,  is  equally  as  efficaci¬ 
ous,  and  by  draining  the  otf,  a 
fmall  quantify  will  be  effe&uaf  for 
a  large  quantity  of  feed — -the  re¬ 
mainder  will  feive  for  common  ufe, 
fuch  as  for  harnels,  &c. 

This  mode  is  equally  beneficial 
for  every  kind  of  grain,  or  feed 
fown  in  the  garden.  Time  will 
not  permit  me  at  prefent  to  ftale 
my  philofophical  reafons  on  the 
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“  Experiments  on  early  Dutch  tur- 
nep-feed,  fowed  on  beds  in-  my 
kitchen  garden,  in  drills  twelve 
inches  diftant,  one  inch  and  a  half 
deep,  on  the  i  ith  of  May,  1786. 
Thefe  beds  had  been  manured 
with  rotten  dung,  in  1785— Af¬ 
ter  planted  with  cabbages. 

Remarks  made  the  26th  of  June. 
Stake 

N®  1  Seed  without  any  prepara¬ 
tion — N®  4,  or  4th 
belt. 

2  Ditto  mixed  with  foot,  3d. 

3  with  barton  draining, 

4th. 

4  out  of  dunghill,  2nd, 

.5  Stale  human  urine, 

very  few  plants  ap¬ 
peared. 

6  Lime  and  barton  drain¬ 

ing,  none  vegetate. 

7  Soot  and  water,  2nd. 

8  Soot  and  barton  drain¬ 

ing,  2nd. 

9  Elder  leaf  juice,  3d. 

10  Seed  mixed  with  elder  and 

barton  draining,  2nd. 

1 1  Ditto  and  foot  lowed  over 

the  covered  drills,  3d. 
j  2  Ditto  and  lime  fowed  over 
ditto,  3d. 

13  Ditto  mixed  with  flaked 

lime,  very  few  plants 
appeared. 

14  Seed  fowed,  fcattered  foot 

over,  then  covered, 

.3d 

1 3  Ditto  ditto,  flaked  lime  over 
ditto,  very  few  plants 
appeared, 

16  Elder  bufh  drawn  over  when 
the  plants  appeared, 
4th. 


deeped  in  train  oil, 
flourifhed  extremely, 
1  ft 

18  Ditto  in  linfeed  oil,  rather 
inferior. 

The  linfeed  oil  was  taken  out  of 
a  bottle  that  had  contained  oil  of 
turpentine  for  painters  ufe. 

N.  B  All  the  feeds  were  fteeped 
fix  hours  in  the  different  compofl- 
tions. 


Experiments  on  turneps  (green 
Norfolk)  drilled  one  inch  and  a 
half  deep,  at  one  foot  diftance  in 
the  rpws,  on  beds  eight  feet  three 
inches  long,  and  two  feet  wide — 
Weight  of  feed,  half  a  drachm  to 
each  bed,  mixed  and  fteeped  with 
fundry  articles  as  under,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  afeertain  the  moll  ef¬ 
fectual  remedy  for  preventing 
the  fly  :  drilled  on  unmanured 
ground,  the  20th  of  June,  1786. 
Marked  with  (takes. 

N*  1  Seed  mixed  with  half  an 
ounce  of  dry  foot, 
then  mixed  with  a 
pint  of  fitted  mould, 
and  drilled. 

2  Soaper’s  allies,  ditto. 

3  Wood  allies,  ditto. 

4  Pounded  gunpowder 

5  Brimftone. 

6  Slaked  lime. 

7  Seed  fteeped  fix  hours  m. 

loot,  and  a  quarter 

of  an  ounce  of  train 
oil,  mixed  with  a  pint 
of  fitted  mould, 

8  Seed  fteeped  in  foapers 

allies,  and  ditto. 

q  W ood  afhes. 
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N°  17  Seed 
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Stake 

N°  10 

Gunpowder  pounded. 

1 1 

Brimftone. 

1  2 

Slaked  lime. 

13  Seed 

fteeped  fix  hours  in 

foot,  and  a  quarter  of 
an  ounce  of  linfeed 
oil,  mixed  with  a 
pint  of  fitted  mould. 
14.  Soaper’s  afhes, and  ditto. 

1  5  Wood  afhes. 

16  Gunpowder  pt  u  ided. 

17  Brimftone. 

1  8  Slaked  lime 

19  Seed  mixed  with  brimftone, 

and  faltpetre  pound¬ 
ed,  mixed  with  a  pint 
of  lifted  mould. 

20  Seed  fteeped  fix  hours  with 

ditto,  and  a  quarter 
of  an  ounce  of  lin¬ 
feed  oil,  ditto. 

21  Seed  fteeped  fix  hours  with 

ditto,  ditto  train  oil 
ditto. 

22  Seed  fteeped  fix  hours  with 

brimftone,  and  bar¬ 
ton  draining,  mixed 
with  mould. 

23  Ditto  with  linfeed  oil. 

24  Ditto  with  train  oil. 

25  Seed  drilled  in,  and  covered, 

after  fowed  foot  over 
the  beds. 

26  Soaper’s  afhes. 

27  Wood  afhes. 

28  Slaked  lime. 

29  Seed  fteeped  fix  hours  in  lin¬ 

feed  oil,  mixed  with 
mould,  and  covered, 
then  fowed  foot  over 
the  beds. 

30  Ditto  in  train  oil,  ditto, 

ditto. 

July  17,  1786  Particularly  ex- 
aurned  all  the  beds.  — None  had  en¬ 
tirely  ecaped  the  fly — The  lea  ft 


injury  was  done  to  N°  30,  29,  24, 
and  23,  which  grew  lo  luxuriant, 
as  to  produce  rough  leaves  feveral 
days  prior  to  the  1110ft  flounfhing 
of  any  other  number,  and  enabled 
them  the  fooner  and  better  to  with- 
ftand  the  fly’s  attack  —The  linfeed 
oil  was  the  fame  as  that  ufed  in 
the  fiift  experiment- — Its  effects  were 
inferior  to  train  oil,  which  I  niuft 
impute  to  the  drying  properties  of 
the  tu;  pentine.— The  leaves  of  the 
feeds  fteeped  in  oil  were  of  a  much 
darker  green,  and  appealed  twice 
as  thick  in  bulk  and  luxuriancy, 
and  the  plants  were  a  confiderable 
deal  larger  than  any  of  the  other 
numbers — In  point  of  luxuriancy, 
&c.  they  ftand  as  under. 

N*  33,  29:  tft  beft.  Longeft  be¬ 
fore,  and  leaft  touched  with  the  fly, 
which  in  fome  degree  impute  to 
the  fool’s  being  fcattered  over  the 
beds. 

24,  23 — 2nd  beft. 

3,  5,  it,  17,  22,25,26,27 — 4th 
beft. 

7,  13,  1  2—  5th  beft. 

All  the  others  far  inferior  to  even 
No  5/’ 


Some  Account  of  the  Racine  de  Di- 
fette,  or  Root  of  Scarcity,  of  its 
Utility ,  and  the  Mode  of  treating 
it  ;  from  a  Letter  of  Thomas 
Boothby  Parkyns,  Efq.  addreffei 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  ubo've-mtn- 
tioned  Society. — From  the  fame 
W  ork.  > 

“  SIR, 

I  HAVE  this  inftant  received  Sir 
Richard  Jebb’s  letter  concern¬ 
ing  the  Racine  de  Difette,  and  fend 
in  confequence  a  parcel  of  the  feed, 
which  the  (ociety  will  honour  nve 
by  accepting.  1  am  obliged  ta> 

fend 
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So 

fend  it  to  the  warehoufe  immedi¬ 
ately,  as  the  diligence  by  which  it 
is  to  go,  fets  off  to  Paris  in  a  few 
hours— -I  have  therefore  no  time  to 
tranflate,  or  tranfcribe,  the  full  di- 
redtions  given  by  the  perfon  who 
introduced  it  firft  into  this  country 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  Racine  de 
Difette  ;  nor  to  defcribe  its  various 
and  profitable  ufes.  I  fliall  content 
myfeif,  as  no  time  ought  to  be  loft, 
and  that  I  may  not  let  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  flip,  being  now  full  late  to 
fow  the  feed,  to  fay  that  the  feed 
fliould  be  town  in  the  garden,  or 
very  good  ground,  in  rows,  or  broad- 
caft,  and  as  foon  as  the  plants  are 
of  the  fize  of  a  goofe-quill,  to  be 
tranfplanted  in  rows  of  eighteen 
inches  diftance,  and  eighteen  inches 
apart,  one  plant  from  the  other : 
care  mull  be  taken  in  the  fowing, 
to  fow  very  thin,  and  to  cover  the 
feed,  which  lays  in  the-  ground 
about  a  month,  an  inch  only. — In 
tranfplanting,  the  root  is  not  to  be 
fhortened,  but  the  leaves  cut  at  the 
top ;  the  plant  is  then  to  be  plant¬ 
ed  with  a  fetting-ftick,  fo  that  the 
upper  part  of  the  root  flrall  appear 
about  half  an  inch  out  of  the  ground  ; 
this  laft  precaution  is  very  necefTary 
to  be  attended  to.  Thefe  plants 
will  ftrike  root  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  a  man  a  little  accuftomed  to 
planting,  will  plant  with  eafe  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred,  or  two 
thoufand  a  day.  In  the  feed-bed, 
the  plants,  like  all  others,  mull  be 
kept  clear  of  weeds  ;  when  they  are 
planted  out,  after  once  hoeing, 
they  will  take  care  of  themfelves, 
and  fuffocate  every  kind  of  weed 
near  them. 

The  belt  time  to  fow  the  feed  is 
from  the  beginning  of  March  to 
the  middle  of  April  j  the  cultivator, 
however,  advifes  to  continue  Cowing 


every  month  until  the  beginning 
of  July,  to  have  a  fucceflion  of 
plants.  The  feed  will  get  to  Eng¬ 
land  fix  weeks  or  two  months  too 
late  ;  of  courfe,  the  leaves  will  not 
produce  fo  much  green  forage,  nor 
will  the  roots  be  fo  large  by  five  or 
fix  pounds  weight  as  if  they  had 
been  fown  at  the  proper  fealon. 

1  dial l  only  add  for  the  prefcnt, 
that  both  leaves  and  roots  are  moft 
excellent  both  for  man  and  beaft. 
This  plant  is  not  liable,  like  the 
turnep,  to  be  deftroyed  by  infedts, 
for  no  inledt  touches  it,  nor  is  it 
affedted  by  exceffive  drought,  or  the 
changes  of  feafons.  Homed  cattle, 
horfes,  pigs,  and  poultry,  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fond  of  it,  when  cut 
fmall.  The  leaves  may  be  gather¬ 
ed  every  twelve  or  fifteen  days ; 
they  are  from  thirty  to  forty  inches 
long,  by  twenty-two  to  twenty-five 
inches  broad.  This  exfoliation, 
which  is  properly  explained  by  the 
cultivator,  affifts  the  encreafe  of  the 
root,  inflead  of  deftroying  It,  as  it 
does  that  of  the  beet-root,  which  it 
refembles  very  much,  both  in  the 
feed  and  leaves.  This  plant  is  ex¬ 
cellent  for  milch  cows,  when  given 
to  them  in  proper  proportions,  as  it 
adds  much  to  the  quality  as  well 
as  quantity  of  their  milk  ;  but  care 
mull  be  taken  to  proportion  the 
leaves  with  other  green  food,  other- 
wife  it  would  abate  the  milk,  and 
fatten  them  too  much,  st  is  of  lo 
exceeding  a  fattening  quality. 

I  have  taken  fteps  for  my  receiv¬ 
ing  in  England  any  quantity  of 
the  feed  1  may  want,  a  precaution 
very  necefTary,  becaufe  this  plant, 
like  the  cabbage,  mull  be  planted 
in  the  fpring,  for  feed  ;  fo  that  the 
plants  of  this  year  1786,  will  not 
produce  feed  time  enough  for  the 
year  1787 


I  intend 


USEFUL  PROJECTS.  Si 


l  intend  being  in  England  the 
firft  or  lecond  week  in  Augud,  and 
/ball  be  happy  to  communicate  the 
full  diieftions  for  the  cultiration  of 
*his  excellent  plant,  that  will  be 
full  time  enough  for  every  purpnfe 
the  focrety  can  wild  in  the  further 
cultme  of  the  Racine  de  Difette. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient 
humble  iervant, 

Mr.  More.  T.  B.  Parktns, 

Metz,  May  13,  178$. 

P.  S.  I  intend  lending  another 
parcel  of  this  feed  the  fir  ft  oppor¬ 
tunity,  for  fear  this  may  rnifcarry. 
Sir  R.  Jebb  will  prelent  the  feed 
to  the  lociefy. 


A  Method  of  deft  raying  Ants,  Spiders, 
and  other  infedts,  in  Hot-houfes 
and  Finer ys  ;  from  a  Letter  of  Mr. 
Ail  way  to  the  Secretary  oj  the  So¬ 
ciety. —  From  the  fame. 

An  eafy  method  of  dedroying 
the  red  fpider,  and  other  nox¬ 
ious  infeSls,  in  bot-houfes  and  pi- 
nerys,  has  long  been  confidered  as 
a  very  deferable  objeft  both  to  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  gardeners,  and  various 
modes  of  fumigating  luch  places 
have  been  propofed,  and  premiums 
paid  by  the  iociety  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  particularly  to  Mr.  Green, 
cf  her  Majedy’s  fiower- garden  at 
Kew,  for  his  invention  of  a  kind  of 
bellows,  contrived  by  him,  and  novr » 
much  in  requed,  and  commonly 
fold  in  the  fhops,  by  which  the 
fumes  of  burning  tobacco,  put  into 
a  cavity  made  in  the  nozzle  of  the 
bellows,  are  blown  into  the  places 
infe&ed. — The  following  letter  from 
Mr.  Ailway  contains  a  method  to 
Vol.  XXIX. 


obtain  the  fame  end— but  it  is  hard-* 
ly  neceflary  to  add,  when  the  na¬ 
ture  and  properties  of  white  fubli- 
mate  are  conddered,  that  the  wafh- 
ins  the  frames  and1  walls  mud  be 
done  with  great  care  and  caution. 

Sir, 

As  the  fociety  have  diffidently 
eXpreded  their  defire  of  finding  a 
method  of  dedroying  the  red  fpider, 
by  having  propofed  a  premium  for 
that  purpofe,  I  fend  them  an  ac¬ 
count  of  an  attempt  to  anfwer  that 
end  ;  made  in  the  hot-houfe  of 
Thomas  Ciutterbuck,  jun.  of  Wat- 
fort,  Herts,  Efq. 

Lad  fummer,  this  houfe  being 
rrvuch  infcfted  with  the  red  fpider, 

I  prepared  pieces  of  match,  about 
fix  inches  long,  the  pieces  were 
naoidened  on  the  outfide  with  a 
t injure  of  affafetida,  in  fpirits  of 
wine,  and  then  rolled  in  a  powder, 
equal  parts  of  brimdone  and  Scotch 
fnnff ;  the  gardener  was  directed  to 
light  the  pieces,  and  by  means  of 
wires,  or  other  contrivances,  place 
them  as  near  the  ground  as  he 
could,  and  behind  the  frames,  &c. 
at  night,  and  then  ffiut  up  the  houfe 
clofe.  The  event  was,  many  were 
dedroyed  or  difappeared,  and  very 
little  inconvenience  was  differed 
from  them  the  red  of  the  year. 

Some  time  lad  winter,  I  dire&ed 
the  walls  of  the  houfe,  frames,  &c. 
to  be  well  wafhed  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  :  take  fublimate  four  ounces, 
and  diffolve  it  in  two  gallons  of 
water.  This  hot  houfe  was  like- 
wife  greatly  infeded  with  ants,  not 
much  lels  troublefome  than  the  fpi¬ 
der  ;  neither  fpider  nor  ants  have 
been  feen  in  this  houfe  all  this 
dimmer.  If  this  method  proves  ef¬ 
fectual,  on  farther  trial,  the  focie- 

G  ty’s 
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iy’s  wifhes  will  be  gratified,  I  hope, 
to  the  utmoft,  as  the  remedy  is 
cheap  and  eafily  applied. 

This  wafh  may  be  ufed  on  old 
garden  walls,  and  to  the  roots  of 
trees  infefted  with  ants,  if  made 
weaker  ;  the  experiments  I  have 
made,  prove  that  it  will  deftroy  the 
tender  leaves  of  fome  plants,  though 
not  the  roots  ;  one  pint  and  a  half, 
poured  four  months  ago  on  a  ftand- 
ard  currant-tree,  as  near  the  ftem 
as  I  could,  has  not  effedled  either 
the  leaves  or  tree  itfelf,  as  far  as  I 
can  perceive  at  this  time.  That 
this  wafh  will  be  effectual  in  the 
deftru&ion  of  all  infelts  of  a  tender 
cuticle,  and  the  ova  of  mod  others, 
I  am  myfelf  perfectly  convinced, 
and  alfo  that  it  will  effectually  de¬ 
ftroy  the  fpider ;  I  recommend  to 
every  gentleman  inclined  to  make 
the  trial,  to  take  care  that  it  be 
applied  with  diligence  into  every 
crevice  of  the  walls,  frames,  &c. 
with  a  painter's  brufh, 

1  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 
Mr.  More.  John  Ailway. 


Curious  Difcovery  of  the  ancient  Gre¬ 
cian  Method  of  painting  on  Wax, 
by  Mifs  Greenland.-— From  the 
fame  Work. 

THE  well-known  difadvantages 
that  paintings  in  oil  lie  un¬ 
der,  have  rendered  the  difeovery  of 
fome  other  vehicle  an  object  of  at¬ 
tentive  enquiry  among  the  learned  ; 
and  differtations  have  been  written 
on  the  fubjeCt,  by  various  authors, 
as  Count  Caylus,  Muntz,  &c.  &c. 

Wax  has  been  univerlally  con- 
fidered  as  the  mod  likely  lubdaace 
to  fupply  the  place  of  the  oil,  and 


mod  of  the  writers  have  recom¬ 
mended  the  uniting  it,  with  alka¬ 
line  falts,  into  a  kind  of  foap  for 
that  purpofe ;  the  impropriety  of 
fuch  a  meafure  is  evident  to  any 
one,  in  the  lead  acquainted  with  the 
properties  of  thofe  ialts. 

The  method  made  ufe  of  by  Mils 
Greenland  provides  againd  all  thofe 
inconveniences,  and  the  brilliancy 
of  the  colours  in  the  picture  painted 
by  her,  and  exhibited  to  the  fociety., 
fully  juftifies  the  opinion,  that  the 
art  of  painting  in  wax,  as  deferibed 
in  the  following  letter  and  account, 
highly  merited  the  reward  of  a  gold 
pallet,  voted  to  Mils  Greenland  on 
this  occafion. 

Sir, 

I  was  extremely  fortunate,  when 
at  Florence  the  dimmer  before  lad* 
in  the  acquaintance  of  an  Amateur 
of  painting,  who  procured  me  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  fome  paintings 
in  the  ancient  Grecian  ftyle,  exe¬ 
cuted  by  Signora  Parenti,  a  profef- 
for  at  that  place,  who  received  her 
inftru&ions  from  a  Jefuit  at  Pavia, 
the  perfon  who  made  the  fartheft 
difeoveries  in  that  art.  My  friend, 
knowing  I  was  fond  of  painting, 
very  politely  informed  me  what  were 
the  materials  the  paintrefs  ufed,  but 
could  not  tell  me  the  proportions  of 
the  compofition  ;  however,  from 
my  anxiety  to  fucceed  in  fuch  an 
acquifiuon,  I  made  various  experi¬ 
ments,  and  at  laft  obtained  fuch  u 
fufficient  knowledge  of  the  quanti¬ 
ties  of  the  different  ingredients,  as 
to  begin  and  finifh  a  picture,  which 
I  fliall  be  happy  to  lay  before  the 
fociety  for  their  iafpe&ion. 

As  I  muft  ever  confider  myfelf 
greatly  indebted  to  the  fociety,  for 
the  many  honours  received  from 

them  ; 
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them  ;  (hould  you  approve  of  the 
difcovery  being  mentioned  to  the 
fociety,  and  they  think  it  worthy 
their  attention,  i  fhaii  be  extremely 
happy  in  giving  them  a  particular 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  I 
accompliftied  my  undertaking, 
i  am,  Sir, 

Your  much  obliged 
and  obedient  humble  lervanr, 
Emma  Jane  Greenland. 
Nov.  14,  178  6. 

Mr.  More. 

Take  an  ounce  of  white  wax, 
and  the  fame  weight  ot  gum  mat- 
tick  in  lachrymal,  that  is,  as  it 
comes  from  the  tree,  which  muft 
be  reduced  to  a  coarfe  powder.  Put 
the  wax  in  a  glazed  earthen  veil'd, 
over  a  verv  flow  fire,  and  when  it 
is  quite  diiTolved,  ftrew  in  the  roaf- 
tick,  a  little  at  a  tirnfc,  ftirring  the 
wax  continually,  until  the  whole 
quantity  of  gum  is  perfeftly  melted 
and  incorporated;  then  throw  the 
pafle  into  cold  water,  and  when  it 
is  hard,  take  it  out  of  the  water, 
wipe  it  dry,  and  beat  it  in  one  of 
Mr.  Wedgwood’s  mortars,  obferv- 
ing  to  pound  it  at  firit  in  a  linen 
cloth  to  abiorb  lome  drops  of  water 
that  will  remain  in  the  pafle,  and 
would  prevent  the  pofiibility  of  re¬ 
ducing  it  to  a  powder,  which  muft 
be  fo  line  as  to  pafi  through  a  thick 
gauze.  It  fhould  be  pounded  in  a 
cold  place  and  but  a  little  while  at 
a  time,  as,  after  long  beating,  the 
iri&ion  will  in  a  degree  loften  the 
wax  and  gum,  and  inftead  oi  their 
becoming  a  powder  they  will  return 
to  a  pafle. 

Make  fome  ftrong  gum  arabick 
water,  and  when  you  paint,  take  a 
little  of  the  powder,  fotne  colour, 
and  mix  them  together  with  the 
gum-water.  Light  colours  require 


R  O  J  E  C  T  S.  83 

but  a  fmall  quantity  of  the  powder, 
but  more  of  it  muft  be  put  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  body  and  darknels  of 
the  colours;  and  to  black,  there 
fhould  be  almoft  as  much  of  the 
powder  as  colour. 

Having  mixed  the  colours,  and 
no  more  than  can  be  ufed  before 
they  grow  dry,  paint  with  water, 
as  is  pra&ifed  in  painting  with 
water-colours,  a  ground  on  the  wood 
being  firft  painted  of  fome  proper 
colour  prepared  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  is  deferibed  for  the  picture  ; 
walnut-tree  and  oak  are  the  forts 
of  wood  commonly  made  ufe  of  in 
Italy  for  this  purpofe.  The  paint¬ 
ing  fhould  be  very  highly  finifhed, 
otherwife,  when  varnifhed,  the  tints 
will  not  appear  united. 

When  the  painting  is  quite  dry, 
with  rather  a  hard  biufh,  pafllng  it 
one  way,  varnifh  it  with  white  wax, 
which  is  put  into  an  earthen  vefTel, 
and  kept  melted  over  a  very  flow 
lire  till  the  picture  is  varnifhed, 
taking  great  care  the  wax  does  not " 
boil.  Afterwards  hold  the  pi&ure 
before  a  fire,  near  enough  to  melt 
the  wax,  but  not  make  it  run  ;  and 
when  the  varnifh  is  entirely  cold 
and  hard,  rub  it  gently  with  a  linen 
cloth.  Should  the  varnifh  bliftcr, 
warm  the  picture  again  very  flowly, 
and  the  bubbles  will  fubfide. 

When  the  piffure  is  dirty,  it  need 
only  be  wafhed  with  cold  water. 


Ex  trad  of  a  Letter  from  Bernard 
Romans,  of  Penlacola,  dated  Au- 
guft  20,  1773,  on  an  improved 
Sea  Compafs. — From  Tranfac- 
tions  of  the  American  Philofophical 
Society . 

TH  E  common  mariners  com¬ 
pafs  has  always  appeared  to 
G  z  accurate 
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accurate  obfervers  as  an  imperfed 
inftruraent,  but  in  nothing  has  it 
proved  to  be  more  defective  than 
in  its  ufe  in  ftorms  ;  the  heavieft 
brafs  compares  now  in  ufe  are  by 
no  means  to  be  relied  on  in  a  hol¬ 
low  or  high  Tea.  This  is  owing  to 
the  box  hanging  in  two  brafs  rings, 
confining  it  to  only  two  motions, 
both  vertical,  and  at  right  angles 
with  each  other,  by  which  confine¬ 
ment  of  the  box  upon  any  fuccuf- 
fion,  more  efpecially  ludden  ones, 
the  card  is  always  put  into  too 
much  agitation,  and  before  it  can 
well  recover  itfelf,  another  jerk 
again  prevents  its  pointing  to  the 
pole,  nor  is  it  an  extraordinary 
thing  to  fee  the  card  uniliipped  by 
the  violence  of  the  ftiip’s  pitching. 

Alt  thefe  inconveniences  are  re¬ 
medied  to  the  full  by  giving  the 
box  a  vertical  motion  at  every  de¬ 
gree  and  minute  of  the  circle,  and 
to  compound  thefe  motions  with  a 
horizontal  one,  of  the  box,  as  well 
as  of  the  card.  By  this  unconfined 
difpofition  of  the  box  the  effeQs  of 
the  jerks  on  the  card  are  avoided, 
and  it  will  always  very  fteadily 
point  to  the  pole.  Experience  has 
taught  me,  that  the  card  not  only 
is  not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  af¬ 
fected  by  the  hollow  fea,  but  even 
in  all  the  violent  fhocks  and  whirl¬ 
ings  the  box  can  receive,  the  card 
lies  as  ftill  as  if  in  a  room,  unaf- 
feCteoi  by  the  leaft  motion. 

Lately  a  compafs  was  invented 
and  made  in  Holland,  which  has  all 
thefe  motions.  It  is  of  the  fiz-e  of 
the  common  brafs  compaffes  ;  the 
bottom  of  the  brafs  box,  inftead  of 
being  like  a  bowl,  muft  be  raifed 
into  a  hollow  cone,  like  the  bottom 
of  a  common  glafs  bottle  ;  the  ver¬ 
tex  of  the  cone  muft  be  raifed  fo 
high  as  to  leave  but  one  inch  be¬ 


tween  the  card  and  the  glafs ;  the 
box  muft  be  of  the  ordinary  depth, 
and  a  quantity  of  lead  muft  be 
poured  in  the  bottom  of  the  box 
round  the  bafe  of  the  cone,  this 
fecures  it  on  the  ftyle  whereon  it 
traverfes. 

This  ftyle  is  firmly  fixed  in  the 
centre  of  a  fquare  wooden  box,  like 
the  common  compafs,  except  that 
it  requires  a  thicker  bottom.  The 
ftyle  muft  be  of  brafs  about  fix 
inches  long,  round  and  of  the  thick- 
nefs  of  one-third  of  an  inch,  its 
head  blunt,  like  the  head  of  & 
fewing  thimble,  but  of  a  good  po- 
lifh  ;  the  ftyle  muft  ftand  perpen¬ 
dicular,  the  inner  vertex  of  the 
cone  muft  alfo  be  well  polifbed  5 
the  vertical  part  of  the  cone  ought 
to  be  thick  enough  to  admit  of  a 
well  poliftied  cavity  fuftxcient  to  ad¬ 
mit  a  fhort  ftyle  proceeding  from 
the  centre  of  the  card  whereon  it 
traverfes.  The  compafs  I  faw  was 
io  conftru&ed  j  but  I  fee  no  reafbn 
why  the  ftyle  might  not  proceed 
from  the  centre  of  the  vertex  of  the 
cone,  and  fo  be  received  by  the 
card  the  common  way.  The  needle 
muft  be  a  magnetic  bar  blunt  at 
each  end  ;  the  glafs  and  cover  are 
put  on  in  the  common  way. 

A  compafs  of  this  kind  was  given 
by  the  captain  of  a  Dutch  man  of 
war  to  Captain  Burnaby  of  the  Ze¬ 
phyr  floop;  this  gentleman  gave  k 
to  me  to  examine,  and  was  very 
profufe  in  his  encomiums  thereon, 
faying  that  in  a  very  hard  gale, 
which  lafted  fome  days,  there  was 
not  a  compafs  but  it  of  any  fervice 
at  all.  Indeed  to  me  it  appears  to 
deferve  all  the  praife  he  gave  it. 
My  ftay  is  fo  flhort  here,  as  not  to 
allow  me  time  to  have  one  made ; 
but  I  intend  to  have  one  made  for 
my  own  me,  and  ihall  offer  it  to 

the 
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the  fociety  for  infpeCtion.  I  hope 
that  this  ufeful  inftrument  may  be¬ 
come  universal,  as  navigation  cer¬ 
tainly  will  be  rendered  more  fafe 
through  its  means  ;  and  I  iliall  think 
myfelf  highly  honoured,  if  through 
the  channel  of  this  fociety  it  be¬ 
comes  public. 


Letter  concerning  Smoky  Chimneys, 
to  bis  Excellency  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin,  Efq.  LL.  D.  Preftdent  of  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania,  and  of  the 
American  Philofophical  Society  t 
&c.——From  the  fame  Work. 

Philadelphia,  January  12,  17 86. 

S  I  R, 

TH  E  fubjeCt  of  fmoky  chim¬ 
neys,  of  which  I  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  converfing  with  you  at  your 
own  houie  laft  evening,  is  of  fo 
much  importance  to  every  indivi¬ 
dual,  as  well  as  to  every  private 
family,  that  too  much  light  cannot 
be  thrown  upon  it. 

A  fmoky  houfe  and  a  fcolding  wife, 

Are  (faid  to  be)  two  of  the  greatefl  ills 
in  life. 

And  however  difficult  it  may  be  to 
remedy  one  of  thofe  ills,  yet  any 
advances  we  may  be  able  to  make 
towards  removing  the  inconveni¬ 
ences  arifing  from  the  other,  can¬ 
not  fail  to  be  favourably  received 
by  the  public.  As  they  are  fhortly 
to  be  favoured  with  your  fenriments 
on  that  fubjeCt,  poflibly  the  follow¬ 
ing  obfervations,  which  were  in  faCt 
occafioned  by  neceflity,  and  are  the 
refult  of  my  own  experience,  may 
not  be  altogether  undeferving  of 
notice. 

When  I  left  London  and  went  to 
live  in  Devonfhire,  in  the  latter  end 


of  the  year  1777,  it  happened  to  be 
my  lot  to  dwell  in  an  old  manfion 
which  had  been  recently  modern- 
ifed,  and  had  undergone  a  thorough 
repair.  But  as  in  moft  of  the  old 
houfes  in  England  the  chimneys, 
which  were  perhaps  originally  built 
for  the  purpole  of  burning  wood, 
though  they  had  been  contracted  in 
front,  fince  coal  fires  came  into 
general  ufe,  to  the  modern  fize,  yet 
they  were  ftill  above,  out  of  fight, 
extravagantly  large.  This  method 
of  building  chimneys  may  perhaps 
have  anlwered  well  enough  while  it 
was  the  cuttom  to  fit  with  the  doors 
and  windows  open  ;  but  when  the 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  people 
began  to  be  more  polifhed  and  re¬ 
fined,  when  building  and  architec¬ 
ture  were  improved,  and  they  be¬ 
gan  to  conceive  the  idea  of  making 
their  chambers  clofe,  warm,  and 
comfortable,  -ihele  chimneys  were 
found  to  fmoke  abominably,  for 
want  of  a  fufficient  fupply  of  air. 
This  was  exaCtly  the  cafe  with  the 
houfe  in  which  I  firft  lived,  near 
Exeter,  and  I  was  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  trying  every  expedient  I 
could  think  of  to  make  it  habit¬ 
able. 

The  firft  thing  I  tried,  was  that 
method  of  contracting  the  chimneys 
by  means  of  earthen  pots,  much  in 
u(e  in  England,  which  aie  made  on 
purpofe,  and  which  are  put  upon 
the  tops  of  them  j  but  this  method 
by  no  means  anfwered.  1  then 
thought  of  contracting  them  below, 
but  as  the  method  of  contracting 
them  in  front  to  the  fize  of  a  (mail 
coal  fire  grate  has  an  unfightly  ap¬ 
pearance,  as  it  makes  a  difagree- 
able  blowing  like  a  furnace,  and  as 
it  is  the  occalion  of  confuming  a 
great  deal  of  unneceffary  fuel,  the 
heat  of  which  is  immediately  hur- 
G  3  rietl 
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ried  up  the  chimney,  I  rejeCted  this 
method,  and  determined  to  contract 
them  above,  a  little  out  of  fight. 
For  this  purpofe,  I  threw  an  arch 
acrofs,  and  alfo  drew  them  in  at  the 
(id  es.  This  had  fome  effeCt,  but  as 
this  contraction  was  made  rather 
fuddenly,  and  the  fmoke,  by  (tak¬ 
ing  againft  the  corners  that  were 
thereby  occafioned,  was  apt  to  re¬ 
coil,  by  which  means  fome  part  of 
it  was  thrown  out  into  the  loom  ;  I 
determined  to  make  the  contraction 
more  gradually,  and  therefore  run 
it  up  at  the  back,  where  the  depth 
of  the  chimney  would  admit  of  it, 
and  alfo  fhelving  or  (loping  in  a 
conical  kind  of  direction  at  the 
tides,  as  high  as  a  man,  (landing 
upright,  could  conveniently  reach, 
and  by  this  means  brought  the 
cavity  within  the  fpace  oi  about 
twelve  by  fourteen  or  (ixteen  inches, 
which  I  found  fufficient  ly  large  to 
admit  a  boy  to  go  up  and  down  to 
fweep  the  chimneys.  This  method 
I  (cund  to  fucceed  perfectly  well,  as 
to  curing  the  chimneys  of  fmoking, 
and  it  had  this  good  efFeCt  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  rooms  conliderabiy  warmer  ; 
and  as  this  experiment  fucceeded  fo 
well,  fince  the  only  ufe  of  a  chim¬ 
ney  is  to  convey  away  the  fmoke,  I 
determined  to  carry  it  (till  farther,  in 
order  to  afeertain  with  precifion  how 
much  (pace  is  absolutely  neceftary 
for  that  purpofe,  becaufe  all  the  reft 
that  is  (hut  up  mult  be  fo  much 
gained  in  warmth.  Accordingly  I 
laid  a  piece  of  (late  acrofs  the  re¬ 
maining  aperture,  removable  at 
pleafure,  fo  as  to  contraCl  the  fpace 
above  two  thirds,  leaving  about 
three  inches  by  twelve  remaining 
open  ;  but  this  fpace,  except  when 
the  fire  burnt  remarkably  clear, 
was  fcarcely  fufficient  to  carry  away 
the  fmoke.  I  therefore  enlarged  it 


to  half  the  fpace,  that  is,  to  about 
fix  by  feven  or  eight  inches,  which 
1  found  fully  fufficient  to  carry  away 
the  fmoke  trom  the  iargeft  fires. 

When  1  removed  into  the  Bed¬ 
ford  Circus  in  Exeter,  though  the 
houfe  was  modern,  and  a  [molt  per¬ 
fectly  new,  yet  the  chimneys  were 
large  ;  in  coniequence  of  which  ai- 
1110ft  every  room  of  it  fmoked.  My 
predeceftbr,  who  was  the  firft  inha¬ 
bitant,  had  been  at  great  expence 
in  patent  (loves,  &c.  but  without 
efFeCt ;  but  by  adopting  the  method 
I  have  juft  now  deferibed,  1  not 
only  cured  every  chimney  of  fmok¬ 
ing,  but  my  houfe  was  remarked 
for  being  one  of  the  warmed  and 
mod  comfortable  to  live  in  of  any 
in  that  large  and  opulent  city. 

The  houfe  I  now  live  in,  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  1  am  told,  has  always 
had  the  character  of  being  both 
cold  and  fmoky  ;  and  i  was  con¬ 
vinced,  as  loon  as  I  faw  the  rooms 
and  examined  the  chimneys,  that 
it  defer ved  that  character  ;  for  tho’ 
the  rooms  were  clofe,  the  chimneys 
were  large  :  and  we  (hall  ever  find, 
that  if  our  chimneys  are  large,  our 
rooms  will  be  cold  even  though  they 
(liould  be  tolerably  clofe  and  tight; 
becaufe  the  conftant  rufhing  in  of  the 
cold  air  at  the  cracks  and  crevices, 
and  alfo  at  every  opening  of  the 
door,  will  be  fufficient  to  chill  the 
air,  as  faft  as  it  is  heated,  or  to 
force  the  heated  air  up  the  chim¬ 
ney  ;  but  by  contracting  the  chim¬ 
neys  I  have  cured  it  ot  both  thefe 
defeCls.  There  was  one  remarkable 
circumftance  attending  the  contrac¬ 
tion  of  the  chimney  in  the  front 
parlour,  which  deferves  to  be  at¬ 
tended  to  ;  which  was,  that  before 
I  applied  the  caft-iron  plate,  which 
I  made  ufe  of  inftead  of  (late,  to 
diminidi  the  fpace  requifite  for  a 

chimney- 
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chimney-fweeper’s  boy  to  go  up  and 
down,  the  fusion  or  draught  of  air 
was  fo  great,  that  it  was  with  diffi¬ 
culty  I  could  fhut  the  door  of  the 
room,  infomuch  that  I  at  firft  thought 
it  was  owing  to  a  tightrrefs  of  the 
hinges,  which  I  imagined  mud  be 
remedied,  but  upon  applying  the 
iron  plate,  by  which  the  lpace  was 
diminiihed  one  half,  the  door  fhut  to 
with  the  greated  eafe.  This  ex- 
traoidinary  preflure  of  the  air  upon 
the  door  of  the  room,  or  fu£tion  of 
the  chimney,  I  take  to  be  owing  in 
fome  meafure  to  the  unufual  height 
of  the  houfe. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  this 
fa£t  feems  clearly  afcertained,  viz. 
That  the  flue  or  fize  of  the  chim¬ 
ney  ought  always  to  be  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  tightnefs  and  clofe- 
nefs  of  the  room  ;  fome  air  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  neceflary  to  be  admitted 
into  the  room  in  order  to  carry  up 
the  fmoke,  otherwife,  as  you  juftly 
obferved,  we  might  as  well  expedt 
fmoke  to  arife  out  of  an  exhaufted 
receiver ;  but  if  the  flue  is  very 
large,  and  the  loom  is  tight,  either 
the  fmoke  will  not  afcend,  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  which  will  be,  that  the 
air  of  your  room  will  be  fo  fre¬ 
quently  and  fo  conftantly  changed, 
that  as  faft  as  it  is  heated  it  will  be 
hurried  away,  with  the  fmoke,  up 
the  chimney,  and  of  courfe  your 
room  will  be  conftantly  cold. 

One  great  advantage  attending 
this  method  of  curing  fmoky  chim¬ 
neys  is,  that,  in  the  firft  place,  it 
makes  no  awkward  or  unfightly  ap¬ 
pearance,  nothing  being  to  be  fcen 
but  what  is  ufual  to  chimneys  in 
common  ;  and  in  the  fecond  place, 
that  it  is  attended  with  very  little 
expence,  a  few  bricks  and  mortar, 
with  a  plate  or  covering  to  the 
aperture,  and  a  little  labour,  being 
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all  that  is  requifite.  But  in  this 
new  country,  wheje  crops  of  houfes 
may  be  expected  to  rife  almoft  as 
quick  as  fields  of  corn,  when  the 
pi  inciples  upon  which  chimneys  are 
eredted  ought  to  be  thoroughly  un- 
derftood,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  not 
only  this  expence,  fmall  as  it  is,  but 
that  all  the  other  inconver.iencies 
we  have  been  lpeaking  of,  will  be 
avoided,  by  conftrudling  the  flues 
of  the  chimneys  lufficiently  fmall. 

From  your  humble  fervant, 
Thomas  Ruston. 


A  Letter  from  the  Reverend  Jeremy 
Belknap,  on  the  preferring  0/Parf- 
nips  by  drying. —From  the  fame 
Work. 

Dover,  New-Hampfhire, 
March  5,  1784. 

SIR, 

MONO  the  numbers  of  efcu- 
lent  roots,  the  parfnip  has 
two  Angular  good  qualities.  One 
is,  that  it  will  endure  the  fevered 
froft,  and  may  be  taken  out  of  the 
ground  in  the  fpring,  as  frefh  and 
ivyeet  as  in  autumn ;  the  other  is, 
that  it  may  be  preferved  by  drying, 
to  any  defiled  length  of  time. 

The  firfl:  of  thefe  advantages  has 
been  known  tor  many  years  pad  ; 
the  people  in  the  mod  northerly 
parts  of  New-Eugland,  where  win¬ 
ter  reigns  with  great  feverity,  and 
the  ground  is  often  frozen  to  the 
depth  of  two  or  three  feet  for  four 
months,  leave  their  parfnips  in  the 
ground  till  it  thaws  in  the  fpring. 
and  think  them  much  better  p;e- 
ferved  than  in  cellars. 

Thfe  other  advantage  never  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  till  this  winter,  when 
one  of  my  neighbours  put  into  niv 
hands  a  fubftance  which  had  the 
G  4  appearance 
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appearance  of  a  piece  of  buck’s 
horn.  This  was  part  of  a  parlnip 
which  had  been  drawn  out  of  the 
ground  lad  April,  and  had  lain 
neglected  in  a  dry  clofet  for  ten 
months.  It  was  fo  hard  as  to  re¬ 
quire  confiderable  ftrengtli  to  force 
a  knife  through  it  crofs-wife  ;  but 
being  foaked  in  warm  water,  for 
about  an  hour,  became  tender,  and 
was  as  fweet  to  the  tafte  as  if  it 
had  been  frefh  drawn  from  the 
ground. 

As  many  ufeful  difcoveries  owe 
their  origin  to  accident,  this  may 
fugged  a  method  of  preferving  fo 
pleafant  and  wholefome  a  vegetable 
for  the  ufe  of  leamen  in  long  voy¬ 
ages,  to  prevent  the  fcurvy  and  other 
diforders  incident  to  a  fea- faring 
life,  which  is  often  rendered  tedious 
and  diftrefilng  for  want  of  vegetable 
tood  ;  f.nce  I  am  perfuaded  that 
parfnips  dried  to  fuch  a  degree,  fas 
above  related,  and  packed  in  tight 
cafks,  may  be  tranfported  round  the 
globe,  without  any  lofs  of  their  fla¬ 
vour  or  diminution  of  their  nutri¬ 
tive  quality. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 
Jeremy  Belknap. 


Letter  to  Mr.  Nairn e,  of  London, 
from  Dr.  Franklin,  propofing  a 
jlo’voly  Jenfible  Hygrometer/or  cer¬ 
ium  Purpofes.—From  the  fame. 

Pafly,  near  Paris,  Nov.  13th,  1780. 

SIR, 

HE  qualities  hitherto  fought 
in  a  hygrometer,  or  inftru- 
ment  to  difcover  the  degrees  of 
moifture  and  drynefs  in  the  air, 
feem  to  have  been  an  aptitude  to 
receive  humidity  readily  from  a 


moift  air,  and  to  part  with  it  m 
readily  to  a  dry  air.  Different  fub- 
fiances  have  been  found  to  poffefs 
more  or  lefs  of  this  quality ;  but 
when  we  fhall  have  found  the  fub- 
ftance  that  has  it  in  the  great  eft 
perfection,  there  will  ilill  remain 
lome  uncertainty  in  the  conciufions 
to  be  drawn  from  the  degree  fhewn 
by  the  indrument,  arifing  from  the 
aCtual  date  of  the  indrument  itfelf 
as  to  heat  and  cold.  Thus,  if  two 
bottles  or  veffeis  of  glafs  or  metal 
being  filled,  the  one  with  cold  and 
the  other  with  hot  water, are  brought 
into  a  room,  the  moidure  of  the  air 
in  the  room  will  attach  itfelf  in 
quantities  to  the  furface  of  the  cold 
Veffel,  while  if  you  actually  wet  the 
furface  of  the  hoc  veflel,  the  moif¬ 
ture  will  immediately  quit  it,  and 
be  abforbed  by  the  fame  air.  And 
thus  in  a  fudden  change  '  of  the  air 
from  cold  to  warm,  the  indrument 
remaining  longer  cold,  may  con- 
denfe  and  abiorb  more  moidure, 
and  mark  the  air  as  having  become 
more  humid  than  it  is  in  reality, 
and  the  contrary  in  a  change  from 
warm  to  cold. 

But  if  fuch  a  fuddenly  changing 
indrument  could  be  freed  from  thele 
imperfections,  yet  when  the  defign 
is  to  difcover  the  different  degrees 
of  humidity  in  the  air  of  different 
countries.  I  apprehend  the  quick 
fenfibility  of  the  indrument  to  be 
rather  a  difa'd vantage  ;  fince,  to 
draw  the  defired  conclufion  from  it, 
a  coridant  and  frequent  obfervation 
day  and  night  in  each  country  will 
be  neceffary  for  a  year  or  years, 
and  the  mean  of  each  different  fet 
of  obfervations  is  to  be  found  and 
determined.  After  all  which,  lome 
unceitainty  will  remain  relpeCting 
the  different  degrees  of  exactitude 
with  which  different  perfons  may 

have 
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have  made  and  taken  notes  of  their 
obfervations. 

For  thele  reafons,  I  apprehend, 
that  a  fubftance  which,  though  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  diftended  by  moif- 
ture  and  contracted  by  diinefs,  is 
fo  (low  in  receiving  and  parting 
with  its  humidity,  that  the  frequent 
changes  in  the  atmofphcre  have  not 
time  to  affeCt  it  fenfibly,  and  which 
therefore  fbould  gradually  take  near¬ 
ly  the  medium  ot  all  thofe  changes 
and  preferve  it  conftanily,  would  be 
the  mod  proper  fubflance  of  which 
to  make  fuch  an  hygrometer. 

Such  an  inftrument,  you,  my  dear 
fir,  though  without  intending  it, 
have  made  for  me,  and  1,  without 
defiring  or  expecting  it,  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  you.  It  is  therefore 
with  propriety  that  I  addrefs  to 
you  the  following  account  of  it  ; 
and  the  more,  as  you  have  both  a 
head  to  contrive  and  a  hand  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  means  of  perfecting  it. 
And  I  do  this  with  greater  pleafure, 
as  it  affords  me  the  opportunity  of 
renewing  that  ancient  correspon¬ 
dence  and  acquaintance  with  you, 
which  to  me  was  always  fo  pleating 
and  fo  inftruCtive. 

You  may  poftibly  remember,  that 
in  or  about  the  year  1758,  you 
made  for  me  a  fet  of  artificial  mag¬ 
nets,  fix  in  number,  each  five  and 
a  half  inches  long,  half  an  inch 
broad,  and  one  eighth  of  an  inch 
thick.  Thefe,  with  two  pieces  of 
foft  iron,  which  together  equalled 
one  of  the  magnets,  were  inclofcd 
in  a  little  box  of  mahogany  wood, 
the  grain  of  which  ran  with,  and 
not  acrofs,  the  length  of  the  box  ; 
and  the  box  was  clofcd  by  a  little 
fliutter  of  the  fame  wood,  the  grain 
of  which  ran  acrofs  the  box  ;  and 
the  ends  of  this  fhutting  piece  were 
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bevelled  fo  as  to  fit  and  Hide  in  a 
kind  of  dovetail  groove  when  the 
box  was  to  be  fliut  or  opened. 

I  had  been  of  opinion  that  good 
mahogany  wood  was  not  affeCted  by 
moifture  fo  as  to  change  its  dimen- 
fions,  and  that  it  was  always  to  be 
found  as  the  tools  of  the  workman 
left  it.  Indeed  the  difference  at 
different  times  in  the  fame  coun¬ 
try  is  fo  final  1  as  to  be  fcarcely  in 
a  common  way  oblei  vable.  Hence 
the  box,  which  was  made  fo  as  to 
allow  iufficient  room  for  the  mag¬ 
nets  to  Aide  out  and  in  freely,  and, 
when  in,  afforded  them  fo  much 
play,  that  by  flvaking  the  box  one 
could  make  them  Alike  the  oppo- 
fite  fides  alternately,  continued  in 
the  fame  Hate  all  the  time  I  re¬ 
mained  in  England,  which  was  four 
years,  without  any  apparent  altera¬ 
tion.  I  left  England  in  Auguft 
1762,  and  arrived  ai  Philadelphia 
in  October  the  fame  year.  in  a 
few  weeks  after  my  arrival,  being 
defirous  ot  firewing  your  magnets 
to  a  philofophical  friend,  I  found 
them  fo  tight  in  the  box,  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  I  got  them  out  ; 
and  conffantly  during  the  two  years 
i  remained  there,  viz.  till  Novem¬ 
ber  1764,  this  difficulty  of  getting 
them  out  and  in  continued.  The 
little  Hi  utter  too,  as  wood  does  not 
ihrink  lengthways  of  the  grain,  was 
found  too  long  to  enter  its  grooves, 
and  not  been  ufed,  was  mifiaid  and 
loft ;  and  I  afterwards  had  another 
made  and  fitted. 

In  December  1764  I  returned  to 
England,  and  after  fomc  time  t 
obferved  that  my  box  was  become 
full  big  enough  for  my  magnets, 
and  too  wide  for  my  new  fhutter  ; 
which  was  fo  much  too  fhort  for  its 
grooves,  that  it  was  apt  to  fall  out ; 

and 
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and  to  make  it  keep  in,  I  lengthened 
it  by  adding  to  each  end  a  little 
coat  of  fealing  wax. 

1  continued  in  England  more 
than  ten  years,  and  during  all  that 
time,  after  the  firft  change,  I  per¬ 
ceived  no  alteration.  The  magnets 
had  the  fame  freedom  in  their  box, 
and  the  little  fhutter  continued  with 
the  added  iealing-wax  to  fit  its 
grooves,  till  fome  weeks  after  my 
iecond  return  to  America. 

As  I  could  not  imagine  any  other 
caufe  tor  this  change  of  dimenfions 
in  the  box,  when  in  the  different 
countries,  I  concluded,  firft  gene¬ 
rally,  that  the  air  of  England  was 
moifter  than  that  of  America  ;  and 
this  I  fuppofed  an  effedl  of  its  be¬ 
ing  an  ifiand,  where  every  wind 
that  blew  muft  neceftarily  pafs  over 
fome  tea  before  it  arrived,  and  of 
courfe  lick  up  fome  vapour.  I  af¬ 
terwards  indeed  doubted  whether  it 
might,  be  juft  only  fo  far  as  related 
to  the  city  of  London,  where  1  re- 
hded  ;  becaufe  there  are  many 
caules  of  moifture  in  the  city  air, 
which  do  not  exift  to  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  in  the  country  ;  fuch  as  the 
brewers  and  dyers  boiling  caldrons, 
and  the  great  number  of  pots  and 
tea-kettles  continually  on  the  fire, 
fending  forth  abundance  of  vapour  ; 
and  alfo  the  number  of  animals  who 
by  their  breath  continually  increafe 
it  ;  to  which  may  be  added,  that 
even  the  vaft  quantity  of  fea  coals 
burned  there,  do  in  kindling  dif- 
charge  a  great  deal  of  moifture. 

When  I  was  in  England,  the  laft 
time,  you  alio  made  for  me  a  little 
achromatic  pocket  telefcope  ;  the 
body  was  brafs,  and  it  had  a  round 
cafe  (1  think  of  thin  wood)  covered 
with  iliagrin.  All  the  while  I  re¬ 
mained  in  England,  though  pofil- 


bly  there  might  be  fome  fmall 
changes  in  the  dimenfions  of  this 
cafe,  I  neither  perceived  nor  fuf- 
pedled  any.  There  was  always 
comfortable  room  for  the  telefcope 
to  flip  in  and  out.  But  foon  after 
I  arrived  in  America,  which  was  in 
May  1775,  the  cafe  became  too 
fmall  for  the  inftrument,  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  and  various 
contrivances  that  I  got  it  out,  and 
I  could  never  after  get  it  in  again, 
during  my  ftay  there,  which  was 
eighteen  months.  I  brought  it 
with  me  to  Europe,  but  left  the 
cafe  as  ufelefs,  imagining  that  I 
fliould  find  the  continental  air  of 
France  as  dry  as  that  of  Penfyl- 
vania,  where  my  magnet- box  had 
alfo  returned  a  fecond  time  to  its 
narrownefs,  and  ©inched  the  pieces, 
as  heretofore,  obliged  me  too  to 
ferape  the  fealing-wax  off  the  ends 
of  the  fhutter. 

I  had  not  been  long  in  France, 
before  I  was  furprifed  to  find,  that 
my  box  was  become  as  large  as  it 
had  always  been  in  England,  the 
magnets  entered  and  came  out  with 
the  fame  freedom,  and,  when  in, 
I  could  rattle  them  againft  its  fides  ; 
this  has  continued  to  be  the  cafe 
without  fenfible  variation.  My  ha¬ 
bitation  is  out  of  Paris  diftant  al- 
moft  a  league,  fo  that  the  moift  air 
of  the  city  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
have  much  effefl  upon  the  box.  I 
am  on  a  high  dry  hill  in  a  tree  air,  as 
likely  to  be  diy  as  any  &it  in  France. 
Whence  it  feems  probable  that  the 
air  of  England  in  general  may,  as 
well  as  that  of  London,  be  moifter 
than  the  air  of  America,  fince  that 
of  Fiance  is  fo,  and  in  a  part  fo 
diftant  from  the  fea. 

The  greater  drynefs  of  the  air  in 
America  appears  from  fome  other 
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obfervations.  The  cabinet  work 
formerly  lent  us  from  London, 
which  confifted  in  thin  plates  of 
fine  wood  glued  upon  fir,  never 
would  ftand  with  us,  the  vaneer- 
ing,  as  thofe  places  are  called, 
would  get  looie  and  come  off  ;  both 
woods  ibrinking,  and  their  grains 
often  crofting,  they  were  for  ever 
cracking  and  flying.  And  in  my 
eledhical  experiments  there,  it  was 
remarkable,  that  a  mahogany  table, 
on  which  my  jars  flood  under  the 
prime  conductor  to  be  charged, 
would  often  be  fo  dry,  particularly 
when  the  wind  had  been  fome  time 
at  north-weft,  which  with  us  is  a 
very  drying  wind,  as  to  ifolate  the 
jars,  and  prevent  their  being  charg¬ 
ed  till  I  had  formed  a  communica¬ 
tion  between  their  coatings  and  the 
earth.  I  had  a  like  table  in  Lon¬ 
don,  which  1  ufed  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  all  the  time  I  refided  there  j 
but  it  was  never  fo  dry  as  to  refufe 
conducing  the  eledlricity. 

Now  what  I  would  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  you  is,  that  you 
would  recoiled!,  if  you  can,  the 
fpecies  of  mahogany  of  which  you 
made  my  box,  for  you  know  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  difference  in  woods 
that  go  under  that  name  ;  or,  if  that 
cannot  be,  that  you  would  take  a 
number  of  pieces  of  the  clofeft  and 
fineft  grained  mahogany  that  you 
can  meet  with,  plane  them  to  the 
thinnefs  of  about  a  line,  and  the 
width  of  about  two  inches  acrofs 
the  grain,  and  fix  each  of  the  pieces 
in  fome  inftrument  that  you  can 
contrive,  which  will  permit  them 
to  contract  and  dilate,  and  will 
fliow,  in  fenfible  degrees,  by  a 
moveable  hand  upon  a  marked  fcale, 
the  otherwife  lefs  fenfible  quantities 
of  fuch  contraftion  and  dilatation. 
If  thefe  inftruments  are  all  kept  in 
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the  fame  place  while  making,  and 
are  graduated  together  while  fub- 
je<5!  to  the  fame  degrees  of  moifture 
or  drynefs,  I  apprehend  you  will 
have  fo  many  comparable  hygro¬ 
meters,  which  being  lent  into  dif¬ 
ferent  countries,  and  continued  there 
for  fome  time,  will  find  and  fhow 
there  the  mean  of  the  different  dry- 
nels  and  moifture  of  the  air  of  thofe 
countries,  and  that  with  much  lefs 
trouble  than  by  any  hygrometer 
hitherto  in  ufe. 

With  great  efteem, 

1  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  rnoft  obedient, 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 
B.  Franklin. 


Some  Obfervations  on  ancient  Inks, 
with  the  Propojal  of  a  new  Method 
cf  recovering  the  legibility  of  de¬ 
cayed  writings.  By  Charles  Blag- 
den,  M.  D.  Sec.  R,  S.  and  F.  A.  S. 
— From  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions 
of  the  Royal  Society  of  London. 

IN  a  converfation  iome  time  ago 
with  my  friend  Thomas  Aftle, 
Ltq.  F.  R.  S.  and  A.  S.  relative  to 
the  legibility  of  ancient  MSS.  a 
queftion  arofe,  whether  the  inks  in 
ufe  eight  or  ten  centuries  ago,  and 
which  are  often  found  to  have  pre- 
ferved  their  colour  remarkably  well, 
were  made  of  different  materials 
from  thofe  employed  in  later  times, 
of  which  many  are  already  become 
fo  pale  as  fcarcely  to  be  read.  With 
a  view  to  the  decifion  of  this 
queftion,  Mr.  Aftle  obligingly  fur- 
niflied  me  with  feveral  MSS.  on 
parchment  and  vellum,  from  the 
ninth  to  the  fifteenth  centuries  in- 
clufively  ;  lome  of  which  were  ftill 
very  black,  and  others  of  different 
fliades  of  colour,  from  a  deep  yel- 

lowifli 
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Jowifh  brown  to  a  very  pale  yellow, 
in  Tome  parts  fo  faint  as  to  be 
karcely  vifible.  On  all  of  thefe  I 
made  experiments  with  the  chemi¬ 
cal  re-agents  which  appeared  to  me 
beft  adapted  to  the  purpofe  ;  name¬ 
ly  alkalies  both  Ample  and  phlogifti- 
cated,  the  mineral  acids,  and  infu¬ 
fion  of  galls. 

It  would  be  tedious  and  fuper- 
fluous  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
particular  experiments ;  as  all  of 
them,  one  inftance  only  excepted, 
agreed  in  the  general  refult,  to 
iliew,  that  the  ink  employed  an¬ 
ciently,  as  far  as  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  MSS,  extended,  was  of  the 
fame  nature  as  the  prefent ;  for  the 
letters  turned  of  a  reddiih  or  yel- 
lowiOi  brown  with  alkalies,  became 
pale,  and  were  at  length  obliterat¬ 
ed,  with  the  dilute  mineral  acids, 
and  the  drop  of  acid  liquor  which 
had  extra&ed  a  letter,  changed  to 
a  deep  blue  or  green  On  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  drop  of  phlogifticated  al¬ 
kali  •  moreover,  the  letters  acquired 
a  deeper  tinge  with  the  infufion  of 
galls,  in  fome  cafes  more,  in  others 
lefs.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  one 
of  the  ingredients  was  iron,  which 
there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt  was 
joined  with  the  vitriolic  acid  ;  and 
the  colour  of  the  more  perfect  MSS. 
which  in  fome  was  a  deep  black, 
and  in  others  a  purplifti  black,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  reftitution  of  that 
colour,  in  thofe  which  had  loft  it, 
by  the  infufion  of  galls,  fufftcientJy 
proved  that  another  of  the  ingre¬ 
dients  was  aftringent  matter,  which 
from  hiftory  appears  to  have  been 
that  of  galls.  No  trace  of  a  black 
pigment  of  any  fort  was  difcovered, 
the  drop  of  acid,  which  had  com¬ 
pletely  extracted  a  letter,  appearing 
of  an  uniform  pale  ferrugineous 
colour,  without  an  atom  of  black 


powder,  or  other  extraneous  matter, 
floating  in  it. 

As  to  the  greater  durability  of 
the  more  ancient  inks,  it  feemed, 
from  what  occurred  to  me  in  thefe 
experiments,  to  depend  very  much 
on  a  better  preparation  of  the  ma¬ 
terial  upon  which  the  writing  was 
made,  namely,  the  parchment  or 
vellum  ;  the  blacked:  letters  being 
generally  thofe  which  had  funk  in¬ 
to  it  the  deepeft.  Some  degree  of 
effervefcence  was  commonly  to  be 
perceived  when  the  acids  came  in 
contact  with  the  furface  of  thefe 
old  vellums.  I  was  led,  however, 
to  fulpedft,  that  the  aneienr  inks 
contained  a  rather  lefs  proportion 
of  iron  than  the  more  modern  ;  for 
in  general  the  tinge  of  colour,  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  phlogifticated  alkali 
in  the  acid  laid  upon  them,  feemed 
lefs  deep ;  which,  however,  might 
depend  in  part  upon  the  length  of 
time  they  had  been  kept :  and  per¬ 
haps  more  gum  was  ufed  in  them, 
or  poflibly  they  were  wafhed  over 
with  fome  kind  of  varnifh,  though 
not  fuch  as  gave  any  giols. 

One  of  the  fpecimens  fent  me 
by  Mr.  Aftle  proved  very  different 
from  the  reft.  It  was  faid  to  be  a 
MS.  of  the  fifteenth  century  ;  and 
the  letters  were  thofe  of  a  full  en- 
grofling  hand,  angular,  without  any 
fme  ftrokes,  broad,  and  very  black. 
On  this  none  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  re-agents  produced  any  con- 
fiderable  effect ;  molt  of  them  ra¬ 
ther  feemed  to  make  the  letters 
blacker,  probably  by  cleaning  the 
furface  ;  and  the  acids,  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  rubbed  ftrongly  upon  the 
letters,  did  not  ftrike  any  deeper 
tinge  with  the  phlogifticated  alkali. 
Nothing  had  a  fenftble  efteft  to¬ 
ward  obliterating  thefe  letters,  but 
what  took  off  part  of  the  furface  ot 
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the  vellum  ;  when  fmall  rolls,  as 
of  a  dirty  matter,  were  to  be  per¬ 
ceived.  It  is  therefore  unquestion¬ 
able,  that  no  iron  was  uled  in  this 
ink  ;  and  from  its  refiftance  to  the 
chemical  Solvents,  as  well  as  a  cer¬ 
tain  clotted  appearance  in  the  let¬ 
ters  when  examined  clofely,  and  in 
fome  places  a  flight  degree  of  glofs, 

1  have  iittle  doubt  but  they  were 
formed  with  a  compofition  of  a 
black  footy  or  carbonaceous  powder 
and  oil,  probably  fomething  like 
our  prefent  printers'  ink,  and  am 
not  without  fufpicion  that  they  were 
actually  printed  *. 

Whilft  l  was  confidering  of  the 
experiments  to  be  made,  in  order 
to  afoertain  the  compofition  of  an¬ 
cient  inks,  it  occurred  to  me,  that 
perhaps  one  of  the  beft  methods  of 
reftoring  legibility  to  decayed  writ- 
ing  might  be,  to  join  phlogifticated 
alkali  with  the  remaining  calx  of 
iron  ;  becaufe,  as  the  quantity  of 
precipitate  formed  by  thefc  two 
iubftances  very  much  exceeds  that 
of  the  iron  alone,  the  bulk  of  co¬ 
louring  matter  would  thereby  b'e 
greatly  augmented.  M.  Bergman 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  blue  pre¬ 
cipitate  contains  only  between  a 
fifth  and  a  fixth  part  of  its  weight 
of  iron  ;  asd  though  fubfequent  ex¬ 
periments  f  tend  to  fhew  that,  in 
leme  cafes  at  leaft,  the  proportion 
of  iron  is  much  greater,  yet  upon 
the  whole  it  is  certainly  true,  that 
if  the  iron  left  by  the  ftroke  of  a 
pen  were  joined  to  the  colouring 
matter  of  phlogifticated  alkali,  the 
quantity  of  Pruftian  blue  thence  re- 
fulting  would  be  much  greater  than 
the  quantity  of  black  matter  crigi- 
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nail y  contained  in  the  ink  depofited 
by  the  pen  ;  though  perhaps  the 
body  of  colour  might  not  be  equal¬ 
ly  augmented.  To  bring  this  idea 
to  the  teft,  1  made  a  lew  experi¬ 
ments  as  follows. 

The  phlogifticated  alkali  was 
rubbed  upon  the  bare  writing,  in 
different  quantities ;  but  in  gene¬ 
ra!  with  little  effect.  In  a  few  in- 
ftances,  however,  it  gave  a  bluiiTi 
tinge  to  the  letters,  and  increafed 
their  intenfity,  probably  where 
fomething  of  an  acid  nature  had 
contributed  to  the  diminution  of 
their  colour. 

Refie&ing  that  when  the  phlogif¬ 
ticated  alkali  forms  its  blue  preci¬ 
pitate  with  iron,  the  metal  is  ufu- 
ally  firft  diffolved  in  an  acid,  I  was 
next  induced  to  try  the  effect  of 
adding  a  dilute  mineral  acid  to 
writing,  befides  the  alkali.  This 
anfwered  fully  to  my  expe&ations  ; 
the  letters  changing  very  fpeedily 
to  a  deep  blue  colour,  of  great 
beauty  and  intenfity.  It  feems  of 
little  confequence  as  to  the  ftrength 
of  colour  obtained,  whether  the 
writing  be  fifft  wetted  with  the 
acid,  and  then  the  phlogifticated 
alkali  be  touched  upon  it,  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  procels  be  inverted,  be¬ 
ginning  with  the  alkali  ;  but  on 
another  account,  1  think,  the  lat¬ 
ter  way  preferable.  For  the  prin¬ 
cipal  inconvenience  which  occurs 
in  the  propofed  method  of  reftoring 
MSS.  is,  that  the  colour  frequently 
fpreads,  and  fo  much  blots  the 
parchment,  as  to  detract  greatly 
from  the  legibility  •  now  this  ap¬ 
pears  to  happen  in  a  lefs  degree 
when  the  alkali  is  put  on  firft,  and 


*  A  fubfequent  examination  of  a  larger  portion  of  this  fuppofed  MS,  has  fhewn, 
that  it  is  really  part  of  a  very  ancient  printed  book. 

+  Crell.  Breytrage,  B.  i.  ft,  x.  p.  42,  &c. 

the 
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the  dilute  acid  is  added  upon  it. 
The  method  l  have  hitherto  found 
to  aniwer  beft  has  been,  to  fpread 
the  alkali  thin  with  a  leather  over 
the  traces  of  the  letters,  and  then 
to  touch  it  gently,  as  nearly  upon 
or  over  the  letters  as  can  be  done, 
with  the  diluted  acid,  by  means  of 
a  feather,  or  a  bit  of  ftick  cut  to 
a  blunt  point.  Though  the  alkali 
has  occasioned  no  fenfible  change 

O 

of  colour,  yet  the  moment  that  the 
acid  comes  upon  it,  every  trace  of 
a  letter  turns  at  once  to  a  fine  blue*, 
which  foon  acquires  its  full  intenfity, 
and  is  beyond  companion  ftronger 
than  the  colour  ©f  the  original  trace 
had  been.  If  now  the  corner  of 
a  bit  of  blotting  paper  be  carefully 
and  dexteroufly  applied  near  the 
letters,  lo  as  to  fuck  up  the  luper- 
fSuous  liquor,  the  ftaining  of  the 
parchment  may  be  in  great  meafure 
avoided  ;  for  it  is  this  fuperfluous 
liquor,  which,  abforbing  part  of 
the  colouring  matter  from  the  let¬ 
ters,  becomes  a  dye  to  whatever  it 
touches.  Care  mult  be  taken  not 
to  bring  the  blotting  paper  in  contact 
with  the  letters,  becauie  the  colour¬ 
ing  matter  is  foft  whiKt  wet,  and 
may  ealily  be  riibbed  off. 


The  acid  I  have  chiefly  employed 
has  been  the  marine  ;  but  both  the 
vitriolic  and  nitrous  fucceed  very 
well.  They  fhould  undoubtedly  be 
fo  far  diluted  as  not  to  be  in  danger 
of  corroding  the  parchment,  after 
which  the  degree  of  ftrength'  does 
not  ieem  to  be  a  matter  of  much 
nicety. 

The  method  now  commonly  prac- 
tifed  to  retlore  old  writings,  is  by 
wetting  them  with  an  iniufion  of 
galls  in  white  wine  f.  This  cer¬ 
tainly  has  a  great  effect ;  but  it  is 
fubjedt  in  fome  degree,  to  the  fame 
inconvenience  as  the  phlogifticated 
alkali,  of  ftaining  the  fubftance  on 
which  the  writing  was  made.  Per¬ 
haps  if,  inftead  oi  galls  themfelves, 
the  peculiar  acid  or  other  matter 
which  ftrikes  the  black  with  iron 
were  feparated  from  the  fimple  af- 
triugent  matter,  lor  which  purpofe 
two  different  procefies  are  given  by 
Piepenbring  %  and  by  Scheele  ||, 
this  inconvenience  might  be  avoid¬ 
ed.  It  is  not  improbable,  likewife, 
that  a  phlogifticated  alkali  might 
be  prepaied,  better  iuited  to  this 
objedt  than  the  common  ;  as  by 
rendering  it  as  free  as  poffibie  from 
iron,  diluting  it  to  a  certain  degree. 


#  The  phlogifticated  alkali  (which  is  to  be  confidered  fimply  as  a  name)  ap¬ 
pears  to  confitt  of  a  peculiar  acid,  in  the  piefent  extenfive  acceptation  of  that  term, 
joined  to  the  alkali.  Now  the  theory  of  the  above-mentioned  procefs  I  take  to 
be,  that  the  mineral  acid,  by  its  ftronger  attraction  for  the  alkali,  dillodges  the 
colouring  (Pruffiau)  acid,  which  then  immediately  feizes  on  the  calx  of  iron,  and 
conveits  it  into  Pruflian  blue,  without  moving  it  from  its  place.  But  if  the 
mineral  acid  be  put  upon  the  writing  firft,  the  calx  of  iron  is  partly  diffolved  and 
diffufed  by  that  liquor  before  the  Pruffian  acid  combines  with  it  j  whence  the 
edges  of  the  letters  are  rendered  more  indiftind,  and  the  parchment  is  more  tinged. 
The  fudden  evolution  of  fo  fine  a  colour,  upon  the  mere  traces  of  letters,  affords 
an  amufing  fpeflacle. 

-f  See  a  complicated  procefs  for  the  preparation  of  fuch  a  liquor  in  Caneparitis, 
De  Atramentis,  p.  2,77. 

X  Crell.  Annal.  1786,  B.  i.  p-  51. 

11  Kongl.  Vetenlk  Acad.  Nya  Handlingar,  tom.  vii.  p.  30.  See  alfo  M.  dc 
Morveau’s  account  of  this  fubftance  in  the  Encyclopedic  par  ordre  des  matieres. 


or 
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or  fubftituting  the  volatile  alkali 
for  the  fixed.  Experiment  would 
moll  likely  point  out  many  other 
means  of  improving  the  procefs  de¬ 
ferred  above ;  but  in  its  prefent 
ftate  I  hope  it  may  be  of  fome  ule, 
as  it  not  only  brings  out  a  pro¬ 
digious  body  of  colour'upon  letters 


which  were  before  fo  pale  as  to  be 
almoll  invifible,  but  has  the  further 
advantages  over  the  infufion  of  galls, 
that  it  produces  its  etfefl  immediate¬ 
ly,  and  can  be  confined  to  thofe 
letters  only  for  which  fuch  affiftance 
is  wanted. 
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ANTIQU 


T  I  E  S, 


I 


The  Copie  of  a  notable  Ure  •written 
by  the  Duke  of  *  SufF5  to  his  f  Sonne 
giving  hym  therein  very  good  Coun- 
feil.  * — From  Original  Letter .r,  •writ - 
ten  during  the  Reigns  of  Henry  VI. 
Edward  IV.  and  Richard  III.  by 
•various  Per fons  of  Rank  or  Confe - 
quence. 


lThe  Copy  of  a  notable  Letter ,  •written 
by  the  Duke  of  *  Suffolk  to  his  f  Son, 
giving  him  therein  very  good  Conn - 
J el. — From  Original  Letters,  vorit- 
ten  during  the  Reigns  of  Henry  VI. 
Edward  IV.  and  Richard  III.  by 
various  Per  fans  of  Rank  or  Confe- 
quence. 


MY  dere  and  only  welbeloved  TV  JT Y  Dear  and  only  wellbeloved 
Sone  I  beieebe  cure  Lord  in  XVX  Son,  I  befeech  our  Lord  in 

Beven  ye  maker  of  alle  the  world  Heaven,  the  Maker  of  all  the  World, 

/ 

l  — 

The  following  Pedigree  of  John  de  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  the  Son  of  the 
Writer  of  this  Letter,  is  taken  from  a  letter  of  John  Fallon,  Efqj  to  his  Coufin 
Margaret  Pafton,  dated  Saturday,  and  written  between  1460  and  1466,  s  and  6 
of  E.  IV.  having  for  the  Paper  Mark  a  Bull. 

“  Item,  as  for  the  Pedegre  of  ye  feyd  Dewk,  he  is  Sone  to  Will’m  Pool,  Dewk 
**  of  SufF’,  Sone  to  Mycheli  Pool,  Erl  of  Stiff’,  Sone  to  Michel  Pool,  ye  firli 
“  Erl  of  Suff’  of  the  Poles,  mad  by  Kyng  Ric  feth  (face)  my  Fader  was 
“  born. 

“  And  ye  feyd  furft  Mycheli  was  Sone  to  on  (one)  Will’m  Pool  of  Hull, 
“  whech  was  a  worfchtpfull  man  grow  be  furtwne  of  ye  world,  and  he  was  furlt 
«  a  Murchant  and  aft'  a  Kenygth  and  aft'. he  was  mad  Baneret.” 

*  William  de  la  Pole  Duke  of  Suffolk,  fucceeded  his  Brother  Michael,  flain  at 
the  Battle  of  Agincourt,  in  1415,  as  Earl  of  Suffolk  5  he  was  Pritne  Minifter, 
and  Favourite  of  Henrv  VI.  and  Queen  Margaret  ;  was  created  in  1443,  23  H. 
VI.  Marquis,  and  in  1448,  26  H.  VI.  Duke  of  Suffolk.  He  was  banifhed  by 
the  King,  at  the  infligation  of  the  Commons,  & c.  and  murdered  on  the  Sea,  on 
the  sd  of  May,  1450,  28  H.  VI. 

He  married  Alice,  widow  of  Thomas  de  Montacute,Earl  of  Salifbury,and  Daugh¬ 
ter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Chaucer,  Efq;  of  Ewelme,  in  Oxfordfhire,  and  &rand« 
daughter  of  Geoffery  Chaucer,  the  celebrated  Poet. 

f  John  de  la  Pole  (after  his  Father’s  Murder)  Duke  of  Suffolk,  See .  He  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York,  and  Sifter  of 
Edward  IV.  He  died  in  1491,  7  H.  VII.  and  was  buried  by  his  Father  at  Wing¬ 
field  in  Suffolk. 


to 
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to  bleffe  you  and  to  fende  you  eu’ 
grace  to  love  hym  and  to  drede 
hym  to  y#  which  as  ferre  as  a  Fader 
may  charge  his  child  1  both  charge 
you  and  prei  you  to  fette  alle  your 
fpirites  and  wittes  to  do  and  to 
knowe  his  holy  Lawes  and  Co- 
maundments  by  the  which  ye  {hall 
w‘  his  grete  m’cy  paffe  alle  ye 
grete  tempeftes  and  troubles  of  yJ* 
wrecched  world,  and  y*  alfo  we- 
tyngly  ye  do  no  thyng  for  love  nor 
drede  of  any  erthely  creture  yc 
fhuld  difplefe  hym.  And  yre  as  any 
Freelte  maketh  you  to  falle  be 
fecheth  hys  m’cy  foone  to  calle  you 
to  hym  agen  w*  repentaunce  fatif- 
faccon  and  contricon  of  youre  herte 
never  more  in  will  to  offende  hym. 

Secoundly  next  hym  above  alle 
erthely  thyng  to  be  trewe  Liege 
man  in  hert  in  wille  in  thought  in 
dede  unto  ye  Kyng  oure  alder  moft 
high  and  dredde  Sou’eygne  Lord, 
to  whom  bothe  ye  and  1  been  fo 
moche  bounde  too,  Chargyng  you 
as  Fader  can  and  may  rather  to  die 
yan  to  be  ye  contrarye  or  to  knowe 
any  thyng  yl  were  ayenfte  ye  *  wel¬ 
fare  or  p’fp’ite  of  his  moft  riall 
p’fone  but  y£  as  farre  as  youre  body 
and  lyf  may  ftre&he  ye  lyve  and 
die  to  defende  it.  And  to  lete  his 
Highneffe  have  knowlache  yr  of  in 
alle  ye  hade  ye  can. 

Thirdly  in  ye  fame  wife  I  charge 
you  my  Dere  Sone  alwey  as  ye  be 
bounden  by  ye  com’aundement  of 
God  to  do,  to  love  to  worlhepe 
youre  Lady  and  Moder,  and  alfo 
y:  ye  obey  alwey  hyr  cam’aunde- 
ments  and  to  beleve  hyr  councelles 
and  adviles  in  alle  youre  werks  yc 
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to  blefs  you,  and  to  fend  you  ever 
grace  to  love  him,  and  to  dread 
him,  to  the  which,  as  far  as  a  Fa¬ 
ther  may  charge  his  child,  I  both 
charge  you,  and  pray  you  to  fet  all 
your  fpirits  and  wits  to  do,  and  to 
know  his  Holy  Laws  and  Com¬ 
mandments,  by  the  which  ye  fhall, 
with  his  great  mercy,  pafs  all  the 
great  tempefts  and  troubles  of  this 
wretched  world. 

And  that,  alfo  weetingly,  ye  do 
nothing  for  love  nor  dread  of  any 
earthly  creature  that  fhoulddifpleafe 
him.  And  there  as  [whenever]  any 
Frailty  maketh  you  to  fall,  befeech 
his  mercy  foon  to  call  you  to  him 
again  with  repentance,  fatisfa&ion, 
and  contrition  of  your  heart,  never 
more  in  will  to  offend  him. 

Secondly,  next  him  above  all 
earthly  things,  to  be  true  Liege¬ 
man  in  heart,  in  will,  in  thought, 
in  deed,  under  the  King  our  alder 
moft  [great eft]  high  and  dread  So¬ 
vereign  Lord,  to  whom  both  ye  and 
I  be  lo  much  bound  to  ;  Charging 
you  as  Father  can  and  may,  rather 
to  die  than  to  be  the  contrary,  or  to 
know  any  thing  that  were  againft 
the  *  welfare  or  profperfty  of  his 
moft  Royal  Perfon,  but  that  as  far 
as  your  body  and  life  may  ftretch, 
ye  live  and  die  to  defend  it,  and  to 
let  his  Highnefs  have  knowledge 
thereof  in  all  the  hafte  ye  can. 

Thirdly,  in  the  fame  wife,  I 
charge  you, my  dear  Son, always  asye 
be  bounden  by  the  Commandment 
of  God  to  do,  to  love,  to  worfliip, 
your  Lady  and  Mother  ;  and  alfo 
that  ye  obey  alway  her  command¬ 
ments,  and  to  believe  her  counfels 


*  This  very  particular  advice  to  his  Son,  {hows  hi-s  fears  for  the  King’s  per- 
fonal  lafety  at  this  time, 

Vol.  XXIX.  H  which 
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v/hich  dredeth  not  but  fhall  be  beft 

and  treweft  to  you.  And  yef  any 

other  body  wold  Here  you  to  yc 

contrarie  to  flee  councell  in  any 

wyfe  for  ye  fhall  fynde  it  nought 

and  evyll. 

•  •  *  • 

Forthermore  as  farre  as  Fader 
may  and  can  l  charge  you  in  any 
wyfe  to  flee  yc  copany  and  councel 
of  proude  men,  of  coveitowfe  men 
and  of  fiateryng  men  the  more  ef- 
pecially  and  myghtily  to  withftonde 
hem  and  not  to  drawe  ne  to  medle 
wl  hem  w1  all  youre  myght  and 
power.  And  to  drawe  to  you  and 

to  your  company  good  and  v’tuowfe 

men  and  fuch  as  ben  of  good  con- 

u’facon  and  of  trouthe  and  be  them 

fhal  ye  nev*  be  defeyved  ner  re- 
•  «  •  ♦•  •  •  * 

pente  you  off,  moreover  nev’  follow 

youre  owne  witte  in  no  wyfe,  but 

in  alle  youre  werkes  of  fuche  Folks 

as  I  write  of  above  axeth  youre  ad- 
■  •  •  •  •  « • 

vife  and  counfel  and  doyng  thus 
wl  ye  m’cy  of  God  ye  fhall  do 
right  well  and  lyue  in  right  moche 
worfhip  and  grete  herts  reft  and 

eafe.  And  I  wyll  be  to  you  as 
good  Lord  and  Fader  as  my  hert 
can  thynke.  And  laft  of  alle  as 
hertily  and  as  lovyngly  as  ever 
Fader  blefled  his  child  in  erthe  1 
yeve  you  y®  bleflyng  of  Oure  Lord 
and  of  me,  whiche  of  his  infynite 
m’cy  encrece  you  in  alle  vertu  and 
good  fyvyng.  And  yc  youre  blood 
may  by  his  grace  from  kynrede  to 
kynrede  multeplye  in  this  erthe  to 
hys  f’vife  in  fuche  wyfe  as  after  yc 
departyng  fro  this  wetched  world 
here  ye  and  thei’  may  glorefye 


and  advices  in  all  your  works,  the 
which  dread  not  but  fhall  be  beft 
and  trueft  to  you. 

And  if  any  other  body  would  fleer 
you  to  the  contrary,  to  flee  the 
counfel  in  any  wife,  for  ye  fhall 
find  it  nought  and  evil. 

Furthermore,  as  far  as  Father 
may  and  can,  J  charge  you  in  any 
wife  to  flee  the  Company  and 
Counfel  of  proud  men,  of  covet¬ 
ous  men,  and  of  flattering  men, 
the  more  efpecially  and  mighti¬ 
ly  to  withftand  them,  and  not  to 
draw  nor  to  meddle  with  them, 
with  all  your  might  and  power  $ 
and  to  draw  to  you  and  to  your 
company  good  and  virtuous  men, 
and  fuch  as  be  of  good  converfa- 
tion,  and  of  truth,  and  by  them 
fhall  ye  never  be  deceived  nor  re-' 
pent  you  of. 

Moreover,  never  follow  your  own 
wit  in  no  wife,  but  in  all  your 
works,  of  fuch  Folks  as  I  write  of 
above,  afk  your  advice  and  counfel, 
and  doing  thus,  with  the  mercy  of 
God,  ye  fhall  do  right  well,  and 
live  in  right  much  worfhip,  and 
great  heart’s  reft  and  eafe. 

And  I  will  be  to  you  as  good 
Lord  and  Father  as  my  heart  can 
think. 

And  laft  of  ail,  as  heartily  and 
as  lovingly  as  ever  Father  blefled 
his  child  in  earth,  I  give  you  the 
Blefilng  of  our  Lord  and  of  me, 
which  of  his  infinite  mercy  increafe 
you  in  all  virtue  and  good  living  j 
and  that  your  blood  may  by  his 
grace  from  kindred  to  kindred  mul¬ 
tiply  in  this  earth  to  his  fervice,  in 
fuch  wife  as  after  the  departing 


N.  B.  Thofe  words  with  dots  over  them  are  added,  as  in  the  Copy  they  were 
chafed  and  illegible, 

byre 
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hym  et’naliy  amongs  his  Aungelys 
in  hevyn. 

*  Wreten  of  myn  hand, 
yr-  day  of  iny  dep’tyng  fro  this 
land, 

Your  trewe  and  lovyng  Fader, 

Suffolk. 

II  £  by  8  f. 

Paper  Mark. 

Cap  and  Flower  de  Lys 
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from  this  wretched  world  here,  /e 
and  they,  may  glorify  him  eternally 
amongft  his  Angels  in  heaven. 

*  Writen  of  mine  hand. 

The  day  of  my  departing  fro 
this  Land. 

Your  true  and  loving  Father, 

SUFFOLK, 

April, 

1450,  iZ  H.  VI. 


To  the  ryght  Worchipfull  John  Paf- 
ton  at  Norwich. — From  the  fame 
IVcrk.  Giving  a  particular  Ac - 
count  of  the  Death  of  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk. 

YGHT  worchipfull  Sr.  I  re- 
comaunde  me  to  yow  and  am 
right  Tory  of  that  1  fhalle  fey  and 
have  foo  vvefshe  this  lit  el  bille  with 
forwfulle  terys  that  on  ethes  ye 
fhalle  reede  it. 

As  on  monday  nexte  after  may 
day  ther  come  tydyngs  to  London 
that  on  thorfday  before  the  Duke 
of  Suff’  come  unto  the  J  Cortes  of 
Kent  full  nere  Dower  with  his  ij 


To  the  right  voorfhipfull  John  Paf» 
ton,  at  Norwich  * 


RIGHT  worfliipful  Sir,  I  re* 
commend  me  to  you,  and  am 
right  forry  of  that  I  fliall  fay,  and 
have  fo  wafhed  this  little  bill  with 
forrovvfu!  tears,  that  uneths  [fcarce- 
}y)  ye  fhail  read  it. 

As  on  Monday  next  after  May 
day  ( \th  May)  there  came  Tidings 
to  London,  that  on  Thurfday  be¬ 
fore  ( 30 th  of  April) ,  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk  came  unto  the  J  Coafts  of 


*  The  concluding  ientences  are  in  rhime. 

This  affe&ionate  Letter,  llrongly  inculcating  his  Son’s  Duty  to  God,  his  Sove¬ 
reign,  and  his  Parents,  gives  him  good  and  fatherly  Counfel,  as  to  his  Company, 
his  Converfation,  and  Tranfa&ions  in  life  \  tells  him,  that  in  following  the  ad¬ 
vice  it  contains,  he  will  profper  in  the  world  ;  and  then  folemnly  pronouncing  a 
Biefiing  on  him,  it  concludes  with  a  Prayer  for  him  and  his  Pofterity. 

May  not  this  well-written  Epiftle  alone  entitle  this  Duke  to  a  place  amongft 
the  Noble  Authors  of  England  ? 

This  advice  written  fo  immediately  upon  his  departure,  and  fo  ftiort  a  time 
before  his  murder,  mull  have  made  a  deep  impreflion  on  his  Son’s  mind,  and 
douhtlefs  in  that  age  the  Letter  was.  much  admired,  as  even  at  this  period  of  re¬ 
fined  Literature,  it  may  be  called  a  good  and  affecting  Competition. 

f  This  is  the  Mark  on  the  paper,  upon  which  the  Copy  of  this  Letter  is  writ¬ 
ten,  and  being  of  the  fame  kind  with  that  on  the  paper,  which  contains  the 
account  of  the  Duke’s  muider,  (hows  that  this  copy  was  tranfciibed  about  the 
fame  time,  and  in  fome  meafure  authenticates  the  truth  of  it. 

The  Apograph  is  copied  from  an  Indenture,  dated  19th  of  May,  1436, 
14  H.  Vi.  and  figned  by  the  Duke  when  Earl  of  Suffolk. 

I  Some  of  our  Hiftorians  fay  that  he  put  to  Sea  from  the  Coaft  of  Norfolk. 

H  2  Shepes 
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Shepes  and  a  lice!  Spynnr  the 
qweche  Spynnr  he  fente  with  crteyn 
Lettrs  to  crteyn  of  his  truftid  men 
unto  Caleys  warde  to  knowe  howe 
he  fhuld  be  refceyvyd  and  with  hym 
melte  a  Shippe  callyd  *  Nicolas  of 
the  Towre  with  other  Shippis  wayt- 
yng  on  hym  and  by  hem  that 
were  in  the  Spyner  the  maifter  of 
the  Nicolas  hadde  knowli^h  of  the 
Dukes  comyng  and  whanne  he  ef- 
pyed  the  Dukes  Shepjs  he  fent 
forthe  his  bote  to  were  what  they 
were  and  the  Duke  hym  felfe 
fpakke  to  hem  and  feyd  he  was  be 
the  Kyngs  comaundemet  fent  to 
Caleys  warde,  &c. 

And  they  feyd  he  mull  fpeke 
with  here  mail’  and  foo  he  w*  ij  or 
iij  of  his  men  wente  forth  wyth  hem 
yn  here  bote  to  the  Nicolas  and 
whanne  he  come  the  mail1-  badde 
hym  Welcom  Traitor  as  me  fey 
and  forthr  the  mailir  defyryd  to 
wetc  yf  the  Shepmen  woldde  holde 
with  the  Duke  and  they  fent  word 
they  wold  not  yn  noo  wyfe,  and 
foo  he  was  yn  the  Nicolas  tyl  Satr- 
day  next  folwyng. 

Soom  fay  he  wrotte  moche  thenke 
to  be  delyu’d  to  the  Kynge  but  thet 
is  not  verily  knowe,  he  hadde  hes 
ConfeITor  with  hym,  &c. 

And  fome  fey  he  was  arreyned 
yn  the  Sheppe  on  here  manr  upon 
the  f  appechementes  and  fonde 
gylty,  &c. 

Alio  he  alked  the  name  of  the 
Sheppe  and  whanne  he  knew  it  he 
remembered  %  Stacy  that  leid  if  he 
mygbt  efchape  the  daungr  of  the 


Kent  full  near  Dover  with  his  tw® 
Ships  and  a  little  Spinner ;  the 
which  Spinner  he  fent  with  certain 
Letters,  by  certain  of  his  trailed 
men  unto  Calais  ward,  to  know 
how  he  fhould  be  received  ;  and 
with  him  met  a  Ship  called  *  Ni¬ 
cholas  of  the  Tower  with  other 
Ships  waiting  on  him,  and  by  them 
that  were  in  the  Spinner,  the  Maf- 
ter  of  the  Nicholas  had  knowledge 
of  the  Duke’s  coming. 

W  hen  he  efpied  the  Duke’s  Ships, 
he  fent  forth  his  Boat  to  weet  what 
they  were,  and  the  Duke  himfelf 
fpoke  to  them,  and  faid,  he  was  by 
the  King’s  Commandment  lent  to 
Calais  warde,  &c.  and  they  faid, 
he  mull  fpeak  with  their  Mailer; 
and  fo  he  with  two  or  three  of  his 
men  went  forth  with  them  in  their 
Boat  to  the  Nicholas ;  and  when  he 
came,  the  Mailer  bade  him,  Wel¬ 
come  Traitor,  as  men  fay. 

And  further  the  Mailer  delired 
to  wete  if  the  Shipmen  would  hold 
with  the  Duke,  and  they  fent  word 
they  would  not  in  no  wife  ;  and  fo 
he  was  in  the  Nicholas  till  Satur¬ 
day  (id  May)  next  following. 

Some  fay  he  wrote  much  thing  to 
be  delivered  to  the  King,  but  that 
is  not  verily  known. 

He  had  h  is  Confeffor  with  him, 
&c.  and  fome  fay,  he  was  arraign¬ 
ed  in  the  Ship  on  their  manner 
upon  the  f  Impeachments  and  found 
guilty,  &c. 

Alfo  he  alked  the  name  of  the 
Ship,  and  when  he  knew  it,  he  re¬ 
membered  %  Stacy  that  faid,  if  he 

Towr 


*  This  Ship  belonged  to  Briftol  in  1442,  20  H.  VI.  and  was  a  great  Ship  with 
Fore-Stages,  and  carried  150  men. 

f  Impeachments  by  the  Commons  ;  this  fhows  that  thefe  Ships  were  fent  out 
on  puipofe  to  take  him,  &c. 

J  Prophecies  in  thefe  times  were  generally  believed,  and  being  always  am- 
biguoully  exprefled,  had  a  greater  chance  of  being  fometimes  fulfilled. 

King 


IOI 
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Towr  he  fhuld  be  faffe  and  thanne 
his  herte  faylyd  hym  tor  he  thowght 
he  was  deffeyvyd,  and  yn  the  fyght 
of  ail  his  men  he  was  drawyn  ought 
of  the  grete  Shippe  yn  to  the  Bote 
and  there  was  an  Exe  and  a  ftoke 
and  oon  of  the  lewdeffe  of  the 
Shippe  badde  hym  lay  down  hys 
hedde  and  he  Ihuld  be  fair  ferd 
wyth  and  dye  on  a  fwerd  and  toke 
a  rulty  fwerd  and  fmotte  of  his 
hedde  withyn  *  halfe  a  dofeyn 
ffrokes  and  toke  awey  his  Gown 
of  ruffette  and  his  Dobelette  of 
velvet  mayled,  and  leyde  his  body 
on  the  Sonds  of  Dover  and  fome 
fey  his  hedde  was  fette  oon  a  pole 
by  it  f  and  hes  men  fette  on  the 
londe  be  grette  circottunce  and 
preye  and  the  Shreve  of  Kent  doth 
weche  the  %  body  and  fent  his  Un¬ 
de1,  Shreve  to  the  Juges  to  wete 
what  to  doo,  and  alfo  to  the  Kenge 
whatte  ffialbe  doo. 

Forther  I  wotte  notte  but  this  fer 
is  y*  yf  the  p’s  be  erroneo5  lette  his 
concell  reurfe  it,  &c. 

Alfo  for  a  lie  yor  other  matr*  they 
flepe  and  the  ffreer  alfo,  &c.  Sr 
Thomas  i|  Keriel  is  take  p’lonr  and 
alle  the  legge  harneyfe  and  abowte 
iij  me  Englifhe  men  flayn. 

Matthew  §  Gooth  with  xvc  fiedde 
and  lavyd  hym  felffe  and  hem,  and 


might  efcape  the  danger  of  the 
Tower  he  Ihould  be  fafe,  and  then 
his  heart  failed  him,  for  he  thought 
he  was  deceived. 

And  in  the  fight  of  all  his  men, 
he  was  drawn  out  of  the  great 
Ship  into  the  Boat,  and  there  was 
an  Axe,  and  a  Stock,  and  one  of 
the  lewdeff  [meanejl]  of  the  Ship 
bade  him  lay  down  his  head,  and 
he  fhould  be  fairly  ferd  [ dealt] 
with,  and  die  on  a  Sword  ;  and 
took  a  r u fly  Sword  and  frnote  oft* 
his  head  within  *  half  a  dozen 
itrokes,  and  took  away  his  Gown  of 
RufFet,  and  his  Doublet  of  velvet 
mailed,  and  laid  his  Body  on  the 
Sands  of  Dover  j  and  fome  fay  his 
Head  was  fet  on  a  pole  by  it  ;  f  and 
his  men  fit  on  the  land  by  great 
citcumflance  [q.  by  great  numbers] 
and  pray. 

And  the  Sheriff  of  Kent  doth 
watch  the  J  body,  and  (bath)  fent 
his  Underlheriff  to  the  Judges  to 
weet  what  to  do  ;  and  alfo  to  the 
King  (to  knout)  what  fhall  be 
done. 

Further  l  wot  not,  but  thus  far  is 
it,  if  the  procefs  be  erroneous  let 
his  Counfel  reverie  it,  &c. 

Alfo  for  all  the  other  matters, 
they  deep  and  the  Fryar  alfo,  &c. 
Sir  Thomas  i|  Keriel  is  taken  Pri- 


King  Henry  IV.  from  one  of  thefe  ambiguous  Prophecies,  believed  he  was  to 
die  in  Jerufalem. 

*  A  inoll  cruel  manner  of  putting  him  to  death. 

May  not  this  lentence  be  thus  read'? 

and  his  men  [we re]  fet  on  the  land  be  [ together  with]  great  circum fiance 
[wealth]  and  prey  [booty]. 

J  His  Body  was  taken  from  Dover  Sands,  and  carried  to  the  Collegiate  Church 
of  Wingfield,  in  Suffolk,  where  it  lies  interred  under  an  Altar  Tomb,  in  the 
Chancel,  with  his  Effigies  in  Armour,  painted,  gilt,  & c.  carved  in  wood,  lying  on 
it.  It  is  remarkably  well  executed,  as  is  that  of  Alice  his  wife,  likewife,  which 
lies  at  his  right  hand. 

II  He  was  taken  Prifoner  at  the  battle  of  Fourmigni.  fought  on  the  iftth  of 
April,  1450,  where  he  defended  himfell  with  great  biavery.  He  was  beheaded 
by  Queen  Margaiet’s  older,  after  the  lecond  battle  at  St.  Alban’s,  in  1460. 

H  t 


Peris 
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Peris  Brufy  was  Cheffe  Capteyn 
*4nd  hadde  x  mc  frenfhe  men  and 
more,  &c. 

I  prey  yow  lete  my  maftras  yor 
moder  knowe  theie  tydyngis  and 
God  have  yow  all  yn  his  kepyn. 

I  prey  you  this  bille  may  re~ 
comaunde  me  to  my  MaftrafTes  yor 
Modr  and  Wyfe,  &c. 

James  Grefham  hath  wretyn  to 
John  of  Dam  and  recomaundith 
him,  &c. 

Wretyn  yn  gret  hafte  at  Lond, 
the  v  day  of  May,  &c. 

by  yowr  Wyfe, 

m 

U  by  S 

Payer  Maik. 

Cap  and  Fleur  de  Lys. 


foner  and  all  the  leg  harnefs,  and 
about  3000  Englifhmen  (lain 

Matthew  §  Gooth  [q.  Gough] 
with  (  500  fled,  and  faved  himfelf 
and  them.  And  Peris  Brufy  was 
chief  Captain  and  had  10,000 
Frenchmen  and  more,  &c. 

I  pray  you  let  my  Miftrefs  your 
Mother  know  thefe  tidings,  and 
God  have  you  ail  in  his  keeping. 

I  pray  you  (that)  this  bill  may 
recommend  me  to  my  Miftreffes 
your  Mother  and  wife,  &c. 

James  Grefham  hath  written  to 
John  of  Dam  and  recommendeth 
him,  &c. 

Written  in  great  hafte  at  London 
the  5th  day  of  May,  &c. 

By  your  Wife, 
WILLIAM  LOMNER. 


London, 

Tuefday,  5th  of  May, 

1450,  28  H.  VI. 

§  Query,  if  the  brave  Matthew  Gough,  who  was  afterwards  flain  in  Cade’s 
Rebellion,  fighting  on  the  Citizen’s  Part,  in  July  5450,  at  the  battle  of  the 

bridge. 

The  conclufion  of  this  Letter  puzzled  me  for  a  long  time;  at  firft  I  thought  that 
the  word  Wyfe  might  be  read  Neif  or  Servant,  but  the  W  was  too  much  like  all 
the  others  in  the  fame  Letter  to  warrant  that  reading* 

I  think  it  may  be  thus  explained. 

On  looking  over  this  Collection  of  Letters,  I  found  fome  fubfcribed  W L,  and 
others  Wm  Lomner  in  the  fame  hand. 

But  then  this  difficulty  occurred,  how  could  W  L  or  Will*  Lomner  be  the 
Wife  of  John  Pafton  ? 

On  examining  fome  of  the  Letters  ©f  Margaret  Pafton  to  her  hufband,  and 
which  were  fubfcribed  **  Be  your  Wife  M  P,”  I  found  them  written  in  the  fame 
hand  as  thofe  figned  W  L,  and  Will*  Lomner. 

I  guefs,  therefore,  that,  being  ufed  to  write  fometimes  for  his  miftrefs  to  her 
hufband  John  Pafton,  he  now  in  his  hurry  inftead  of  conlcuding  t(  By  your  Ser- 
“  vant  W  L,”  as  fome  of  his  Letters  do,  he  wrote  by  nmtake  “  By  yowr  Wyfe, 
«  WL.” 

The  family  of  Lomner  had  property  both  at  Mannington  and  Wood  Dalling, 
In  Norfolk  5  at  the  latter  Town  his  Son  William  built  a  cafteflated  Manfion. 
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i  9  my  right  tvorfoupfull  Cofygnc] ohn 
Pafton  of  Norwyche  Squyer. — 
From  the  fame  Work, and  on  the  fame 
Subjeft  ‘with  the  preceding  Letter, 

RIGHT  worfliupfull  Sf.  I  re- 
comaunde  me  unto  yow  in  the 
molt  goodly  wyfe  that  y  can,  and 
forasmuche  as  ye  defiled  of  me  to 
fende  yow  worde  of  dyurs  niatirs 
her’  whiche  beea  opened  in  the 
prliament  openly,  I  fende  yow  of 
theme  fuch  as  I  can. 

Firft  mooftefpi’all  that  for  verray 
trowthe  upon  fat’day  that  laft  was 
the  Duke  of  *  Suffolk  was  taken  in 
the  See,  and  there  he  was  byheded 
and  his  body  w*  the  apprtenaunce 
fette  at  lande  at  Dover,  and  alle  the 
F oiks  that  he  haad  w*  hym  were  fette 
to  lande,  and  had  noon  harme. 

Alfo  the  Kyng  hath  fuwhat  graant- 
ed  to  have  the  refupfion  agayne  in 
fume  but  nat  in  alle,  &c. 

Alfo  yef  ye  purpofe  to  come  hy- 
dre  to  put  up  your  f  bylies,  ye  may 
come  now  in  a  good  tyme,  ffor  now 
eury  man  that  hath  any  they  put 
theyme  now  inne,  and  fo  may  ye 
yif  ye  come,  w1  Godds  Grace  to 
your  pleafur. 

Ferthermore  upon  the  iiijthc  day 
of  this  monthe  the  Erie  of  %  De- 
venefshire  come  hydre  w*  iijc  men  11 
wel  byfeen,  &c. 

And  upon  the  morrow  aft’  my 
Lord  of  §  Warrewyke  wf  iiij*  and 
moo,  &c. 
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Fo  my  right  <worfhipful  Coufin ,  John 
Pafton,  of  Norwich,  Ef quire. 


RIGHT  worfhipful  Sir,  I  re¬ 
commend  me  unto  you  in  the 
moft  goodly  wife  that  I  can  ;  and 
for  as  much  as  ye  defired  of  me  to 
fend  you  word  of  divers  matters 
here,  which  have  been  opened  in 
the  Parliament  openly,  I  fend  you 
of  them  fuch  as  I  can. 

Firft  moft  efpecial,  that  for  very 
truth  upon  Saturday  that  laft  was, 
the  Duke  of  *  Suffolk  was  taken  in 
the  Sea,  and  there  he  was  beheaded, 
and  his  body  with  the  appurtenance 
fet  at  land  at  Dover  ;  and  all  the 
Folks  that  he  had  with  him  were 
fet  to  land,  and  had  none  harm, 
&c. 

Alfo  the  King  hath  fomewhat 
granted  to  have  the  refumytion 
again,  in  fome  but  not  in  all,j&c. 

Alio  if  ye  purpofe  to  come  hi¬ 
ther  to  put  up  your  f  bills,  ye  may 
come  now  in  a  good  time,  for  now 
every  man  that  hath  any,  they  put 
them  in,  and  fo  may  ye  if  ye  come, 
with  God's  Grace  to  your  plea- 
fure. 

Furthermore  upon  the  day  of 
this  Month,  the  Ear!  of  %  Devon- 
fihire  came  hither  with  300  men  il 
well  befeen,  &c.  and  upon  the  mor¬ 
row  after,  my  Lord  of  §  Warwick, 
with  400  and  more,  &c. 


*  This  Account  exaflly  agrees  with  that  in  the  laft  Letter,  as  to  the  murder, 
&c.  of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk. 

•f  Here  follows  fome  advice  relative  to  fome  private  Bills  of  J.  Pafton,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  Parliament. 

X  Thomas  Courtney,  Fail  of  Devonfhire,  was  taken  at  the  battle  of  Towton, 
in  1461,  and  afterwards  beheaded,  by  order  of  Edward  IV.  he  having  revolted 
from  Edward  to  Henry  VI. 

j|  A  fine  body  of  men  well  arrayed  and  accoutred. 

^  Richard  Neville,  Earl  of  Warwick,  was  killed  in  th*  battle  of  Barnet,  in 
1471,  moft  furioufty  fighting  againft  Edward  IV., 
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Aifo  as  hyt  ys  noyfed  here  Ca!ys 
fhal  be  byfeged  wfynne  this  vij 
dayes,  &c. 

God  fave  the  Kyng  and  fende  us 
pees,  Sec. 

Other  tithyngs  be  ther  noon  here, 
but  Alftiyghty  God  have  yow  in  his 
kepyng. 

Writen  at  Leyceftr  the  vj  day  of 
May. 

Your  Cofigne, 

*  Cram. 

!  1  by  5 

Paper  Mark. 

Ctoi's,  &c. 


Some  ObfervQtions  on  the  T'wo  pre- 
cedingLetters  to  the  'uuorfhipj ulj ohn 
Patton,  Efquire ,  at  Norwich. 

THE  Murder  of  William  de  la 
Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  is,  by  our 
Hiftorians,  varioufiy  related  ;  fome 
informing  us,  in  general  terms, 
that  it  was  committed  by  the  con¬ 
trivance  of  the  party  then  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  Queen  ;  others,  that  it 
was  done  by  order  of  the  Party  then 
in  the  Duke  of  York’s  Intereft  ;  and 
others,  that  a  Captain  Nicholas,  of 
a  Ship  belonging  to  the  Tower,  or 
a  Captain  of  a  Ship  called  the  Ni¬ 
cholas,  met  him  on  the  Sea,  and 
there  took  and  murdered  him  ;  but 
whether  in  confequence  of  being 
employed  for  that  purpofe,  or  on 
his  own  authority,  does  not  fuffi- 
cientiy  appear. 

A  Short  Sketch  of  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Parliament,  and  of  the 


•Alfo  as  it  is  noifed  here,  Calais 
fhall  be  befieged  within  this  feven 
days,  See. 

God  fave  the  King,  and  fend  u$ 
peace,  &c. 

Other  tidings  be  there  none  here, 
but  Almighty  God  have  you  in  his 
keeping. 

Written  at  Leicefter,  the  6th  day 
of  May. 

Your  Coufin, 

*  JOHN  CRANE, 

Leicefter, 

Wednefday,  6th  of  May, 

1450,  28  H.  VI. 


r-rr 

Duke  of  Suffolk’s  fituation  previous 
to  his  leaving  the  Kingdom  are 
neceffary  to  the  clearly  underfland- 
ing  of  the  following  account. 

Upon  the  Meeting  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  at  Weftminfter,  in  November 
1449,  the  Commons  prefented  to 
the  Lords  feveral  Articles  of  Im¬ 
peachment  againft  the  Duke  of  Suf¬ 
folk.  The  Queen,  fearing  the  con- 
fequences  of  thefe,  perfuaded  the 
King  to  fend  the  Duke  to  the 
Tower,  hoping  by  this  ftep  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  Commons. 

After  this,  by  her  addrefs,  the 
Parliament  was  adjourned  to  Lei¬ 
cefter,  to  meet  in  April  1450, 
where  the  Duke,  being  releafed 
from  his  imprifonment,  appeared, 
with  the  King  and  Queen,  as  Prime 
Minifler, 

This  Proceeding  extremely  of¬ 
fending  the  Commons,  they  pre¬ 
fented  a  Petition  to  the  King,  pray- 


j . . "  n  ■ . .  j,  .1 , 1 


*  The  Cranes  were  a  good  family,  fiourifliing  at  this  time  in  the  Counties  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  5  and  the  writer  of  this  Letter  belonged  to  the  Court. 

The  Seal  on  this  Letter  is  defaced,  but  it  has  a  neat  braid  of  twine  round  it.  '' 

ing 
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ing  that  all  who  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  delivery  of  Nor¬ 
mandy  to  the  French,  might  be 
punifhed. 

The  Queen’s  Fears  were  now  re¬ 
newed,  and  fhe  prevailed  upon  the 
King  inftantly  to  banifh  the  Duke 
for  five  years,  which  he  did  ;  and 
the  Duke  very  foon  embarked  with 
an  intention  of  going  to  France, 
where  his  Friend  the  Duke  of  So- 
merfet  was  Regent. 

From  the  plain  State  of  this  hif- 
torical  Fa£t,  delivered  down  to  us 
in  thele  Letters,  the  following  ob- 
fervaiions  are  deduced,  firft  pre- 
miling  that,  in  1447,  the  Duke  of 
Suffolk,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Queen  and  her  Miniltry,  had  been 
one  of  the  principal  Agents  in  the 
Murder  of  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  ; 
an  Event  which,  in  all  human  pro¬ 
bability,  was  the  immediate  occa- 
fion  of  the  Duke  of  York’sThoughts 
of  afferting  his  Claim  to  the  Crown, 
a  Claim,  in  which  he  could  have  had 
little  hopes  of  fuccefs  during  the 
life  of  a  Prince,  the  Uncle  of  the 
reigning  King,  and  the  Brother 
and  Son  of  the  two  preceding  So¬ 
vereigns. 

A  Prince  likewife  well  beloved 
by  the  People,  and  endowed  with 
abilities  which  would  have  adorned 
a  Throne. 

The  Duke  of  York  at  this  time 
mold  certainly  had  a  perfonal  hatred 
to  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  as  by  him 
he  had  been  not  long  before  dif- 
miffed  from  the  Regency  of  France, 
and  was  very  lately  fent  into  Ire¬ 
land,  to  quell  a  Rebellion  with  a 
Force  inadequate  to  the  purpofe. 

The  Duke  of  Suffolk’s  undoubt¬ 
ed  attachment  to  the  Houfe  of  Lan- 
cafter,  muft  be,  at  all  times,  a  great 
impediment  to  the  taking  of  many 


neceffary  fteps  by  the  York  Party, 
towards  carrying  this  meditated 
Claim  into  execution  ;  the  having 
him  therefore  put  to  Death,  muft  be 
a  very  defirable  circumftance  to  the 
Duke  of  York  and  his  Friends. 

The  Arrival  of  the  Earls  of  De- 
vordhire  and  Warwick,  at  this  cri¬ 
tical  time  at  Leicefter,  with  fuch 
large  Retinues  of  Men  “  well  bv- 
“  feen/Turniflies  very  fufftcient  rea- 
lons  for  thinking  that  the  Murder 
of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  was  a  pre- 
meditaied  fcheme ;  and  that  thefe 
Noblemen  came,  thus  attended,  to 
prevent  any  proceedingswhich  might 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Queen 
and  her  Party,  on  their  knowledge 
of  this  Event  being  accomplilhea  ; 
for  theie  two  Noblemen  could  not 
arrive  at  Leicefter  in  confequence 
of  the  Murder,  as  it  was  impoffibie 
for  them  to  know  of  it,  to  get  their 
men  together,  and  to  enter  Lei¬ 
cefter,  the  one  on  the  4th,  the  other 
on  the  5th  of  May,  the  account  of 
it  not  arriving  in  London  till  the 
41I1  ;  they  therefore  molt  probably 
came  in  confequence  of  their  pre¬ 
vious  knowledge  of  the  plan  that 
was  laid,  to  wait  the  event  of  ir, 
and  to  a£t  as  circumftances  might 
require. 

The  fentence  of  Banifhmcnt  feems 
to  have  been  alrnoft  inftantaneous  * 
this  method  therefore  of  taking  him 
off,  muft  have  been  as  inftantane- 
oufly  refolved  upon,  by  thofe  of  the 
Party  then  near  the  Court  ;  for 
though  the  People  in  general,  and 
the  Commons,  hated  the  Duke,  it 
no  where  appears,  that  he  was  thus 
taken  off  by  any  generally  concert¬ 
ed  plan  for  that  purpofe,  but  by  a 
Party  and  as  thele  two  Noblemen, 
both  at  that  time  profeffed  Friends 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  arrived  thus 

critically 
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critically  with  fuch  numerous  At¬ 
tendants  fo  well  arrayed  and  ac¬ 
coutred,  it  gives  the  greateft  rea- 
fon  to  fufpeCt  that  it  was  by  their 
Party. 

What  Captain  of  a  Ship  that  had 
met  the  Duke  on  the  Sea,  unlefs  his 
Ship  had  been  fent  out  on  purpofe 
to  take  him,  could  have  known  what 
had  paffed  at  Leicefter,  otherwife 
than  from  the  Duke’s  own  people 
in  the  Spinner,  and  from  that  ac¬ 
count  only  would  have  dared  to  take 
and  murder  him  ? 

This  Force,  too,  the  Nicholas, 
with  the  other  Ships  waiting  on 
him,  was  certainly  much  iuperior 
to  the  Duke’s  two  Ships  and  one 
little  Spinner  ;  otherwile,  how  can 
we  account  for  his  own  Shipmen 
not  holding  with  him;  for  however 
lowly  fallen  in  the  public  efteern,  a 
Nobleman,  of  his  confequence  and 
pofleflions,  mull  have  Hill  had  faith¬ 
ful  Adherents  enough  to  have  de¬ 
fended  him,  and  to  have  accom¬ 
panied  him  to  France,  unlefs  they 
found  that  refinance  in  their  litua- 
tion  to  luch  Iuperior  force  (a  force 
fent  out  on  purpofe  to  take  him) 


could  be  of  no  fervice,  but  would 
mod  probably  have  haftened  his 
fate. 

The  Words  “  God  fave  theKyng, 
“  and  fende  us  pees,”  feem  to  in- 
finuate  a  fufpicion  of  the  King’s 
perfonal  fafety  at  this  time,  and  a 
fear  that  the  difturbances  which 
then  overfpread  the  land,  might  be 
productive  of  civil  wars ;  for  the 
Prayer  for  Peace  being  coupled  with 
that  for  the  King’s  fafety,  plainly 
refers  to  the  difturbances  at  home, 
and  not  to  thofe  in  France. 

From  thefe,  and  all  other  cir- 
cumftances,  therefore,  as  dated  in 
the  two  preceding  Letters,  it  may 
be  juftly  concluded,  that  the  York 
Party  not  only  contrived,  but  per¬ 
petrated  the  Murder  of  this  Noble¬ 
man  :  who  thus  fell  a  terrible  Ex¬ 
ample,  that  Blood  requires  Blood  • 
and  had  it  bpen  the  only,  inftead  of 
the  firft  blood,  fpilt  by  the  Yorkifts, 
happy  had  it  been  for  England,  who 
would  not  then  have  had  to  lament 
thofe  Deluges  of  it,  which  foon  af¬ 
ter  flowed,  in  the  dreadful  Civil 
Cornells  between  the  two  Houfes 
of  York  and  Lancafter. 


‘ The  following  Letter  prefents  to  us  a  certain  and  curious  Account  of  the 
Commons  fl/.Kent,  when  affemhled  at  Blackheath,  under  Cade,  in  1450, 
and  was  written  hy  J.  Payn  *,  who  was  taken  by  them ,  carried  about 
with  them ,  and  threatened  to  have  been  beheaded ,  &c. —  It  truly  Jhews 
to  us  the  Violence  and  Barbarity  of  a  Body  of  Men,  collected  chiefly  from 
the  means  ft  of  the  People ,  combined  together  for  the  pretended  Purpofe  of 
Reformation  ;  but  really  for  the  Deftruftion  of  all  good  Order  and  legal 
Government, — From  the  fame  Work. 

*  J  Payn  had  been  formerly  a  Servant  to  Sir  John  Faftolf,  of  fome  confequence, 
and  was  now  a  Petitioner  for  i’ome  relief,  on  account  qf  his  Ioffes  and  misfortunes, 
while  a  Prifoner,  See.  with  the  Rebels,  from  John  Patton,  ene  of  the  Executois  of 
Sir  John  Fattoll’s  Will. 

To 
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To  my  ryght  bonurabyll  Maijler  John 
Pafton. 

RYGHT  honurabyll  and  my 
ryght  enterly  belovyd  Maif- 
ter  1  recomaunde  me  un  to  yow  wf 
all  maner  of  due  reurence  in  the 
mofte  louly  wyfe  as  me  ought  to 
do  eurmor  defyryng  to  here  of  yor 
worfhipfull  ttate  profp’ite  and  wel- 
far  the  whech  1  befeke  God  of  his 
aboundant  gr’ce  encrece  and  mayn- 
tene  to  his  mofte  plefaunce  and  to 
yor  hartis  defyre. 

Pleafyth  it  yor  gode  and  gracios 
maifterihipp  tendyrly  to  confedir 
the  grcte  Ioffes  and  hurts  y*  yor  por 
peticioner  haeth  and  haeth  jhad 
evyrfeth  the  Comons  of  Kent  come 
to  the  BLakheth  and  yr  is  at  xv  yer 
paffed  wher’as  my  Maift’  Syr  John 
*  Faftolf  knyght  y*  is  yotne  Teftatr 
com’andyt  yoT  befecher  to  take  a 
man  and  ij  of  the  befte  orfte  yr  wer 
in  his  ftabyll  w*  hym  to  ryde  to  the 
Comens  of  Kent  to  gete  the  Arti¬ 
cles  y{  they  come  for  and  fo  I  dyd 
and  alfo  lone  as  I  come  to  the 
Biakheth  the  f  Capteyn  made  the 
Comens  to  take  me  and  for  the 
lavacion  of  my  Mai  ft’s  horfe  I  made 
my  feiiowe  to  ryde  a  wey  w*  the  ij 
horfes  and  I  was  brought  forth  w* 
befor  the  Capteyn  of  Kent  and  the 
Capteyn  demaund*  me  what  was 
my  caufe  of  comyng  thedyr  and  why 
y*  I  made  my  fellowe  to  ftele  a  wey 
w*  he  horfe  and  I  feyd  yc  I  come 
thedyr  to  cher’  wr  my  wyves  bre¬ 
thren  and  other  y*  wer’  my  aiys 
and  Goftippes  of  myn  y:  wer’ 
p’fent  ther’  and  yan  was  yr  oone 
yr  and  feid  to  the  Capteyn  y*  I  was 
one  of  Sr.  John  Faftoltes  men  and 


I07 

To  my  right  honourable  Majler,  John 
Pafton. 

RIGHT  honourable  and  my 
right  entirely  beloved  Mai- 
ter,  I  recommend  me  unto  you, with 
all  manner  of  due  reverence  in  the 
moft  lowly  wife  as  me  ought  to  do, 
evermore  defiring  to  hear  of  your 
worfhipful  ftate, prosperity, and  wel¬ 
fare  ;  the  which  1  beleek  [ befeech ] 
God,  of  his  abundant  grace,  increafe 
and  maintain  to  his  moft  pleafance, 
and  to  your  heart’s  defire. 

Pleafeth  it,  your  good  ai  d  gra¬ 
cious  Mafterftiip,  tenderly  to  con- 
fider  the  great  Ioffes  and  hurts  that 
your  poor  Petitioner  hath,  and  hath 
had,  ever  fince  the  Commons  of 
Kent  came  to  the  Blackheath,  and 
that  is  at  15  years  paffed  ;  where¬ 
as  my  Mailer  Sir  John  *  Faftolf, 
knight,  that  is,  your  Teftator,  com¬ 
manded  your  Befeecher  to  take  a 
man,  and  two  of  the  belt  horfes 
that  were  in  his  ftahle,  with  him  to 
ride  to  the  Commons  of  Kent,  to 
get  the  Articles  that  they  come 
for  ;  and  fo  I  did  ;  and  all  to  foon 
as  1  came  to  the  Blackheath,  the 
f  Captain  made  the  Commons  to 
take  me;  and  for  the  favation  [Jaw¬ 
ing]  of  my  Mafter’s  horfes  I  made 
my  Fellow  to  ride  away  with  the 
two  horfes  ;  and  I  was  brought 
forthwith  before  the  Captain  of 
Kent  ;  and  the  Captain  demanded 
(of)  me,  what  was  my  caufe  of 
coming  hither,  and  why  that  f 
made  my  Fellow  to  fteal  away  with 
the  horfes ;  and  I  faid,  that  1  came 
thither  to  cheer  with  my  wife’s 
brethren,  and  others  that  were  mine 
Allies,  and  Goffips  of  mine,  that 


*  He  died  on  the  6th  of  November,  St.  Leonard’s  Day,  in  14.59,  aged  80  years 
and  upwards. 

f  Jack  Cade,  an  Irifhman  ;  he  called  himfelf  John  Mortimer,  of  the  Houfe  of 
Marche,  he  was  like  wife  ltyl?d  Captain  Mend-all, 

the 
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the  ij  horfe  wer’  Sr.  John  Faftolfes 
and  then  the  Capteyn  lete  cry  tre- 
fon  upon  me  thorought  ought  all 
the  felde  and  brought  me  at  iiij 
p’tes  of  the  feld  wc  a  Harrawd  of 
the  Duke  of  *  Exetfr  before  me  in 
the  Duk  es  Cote  of  Armes  makyng 
iiij  Gyes  at  iiij  p’tes  of  the  feld 
p’claymyng  opynly  by  the  feid  Har¬ 
rawd  yl  1  was  lent  thedyr  for  to 
alpy  yeyre  puiaunce  and  theyre 
Abyllyments  of  werr  fro  the  gret- 
ty ft  TrayV  y*  was  in  Yngelond  or 
in  Fraunce  as  ve  leyd  Capteyn  made 
p'claymacion  at  yl  tyme  fro  ocne 
Sr.  John  Faffolf  knyght  the  whech 
ntynnyfshyd  all  the  Garrifons  of 
NormMndy  and  Manns  and  Mayn 
the  whech  was  the  cauie  of  the  le- 
fyng  of  all  the  Kyng’s  tytyli  and 
ryght  of  an  herytnce  y1  he  had  by 
yonde  lee  and  morovyr  he  feid  y£ 
the  feid  Sr.  John  Faitolf  had  fur- 
nyfshed  his  plafe  with  the  olde  Saw- 
dyors  of  Normundy  and  Abyllymets 
of  werr  to  deftroy  the  Comens  of 
Kent  whan  yl  they  come  to  Southe- 
werk  and  yrfor  he  ieyd  playnly  y£  1 
fhulde  lele  my  hede  and  fo  furthew1 
I  was  taken  and  led  to  the  Cap- 
teyns  Tent  and  j  ax  and  j  blok  was 
brought  forth  to  have  fmeryn  of 
myn  hede  and  yan  iny  Mailt’ p  Pon- 
yngs  yo1  brodyr  wc  other  of  my 
Frendes  come  and  let t yd  ye  Cap¬ 
teyn  and  leyd  pieynly  y1  yr  fliulde 
dye  a  C  or  ij  yl  in  cale  be  yl  I  dyed 
and  fo  v  by  y£  meane  my  lyf  was 


were  prefent  there  ;  and  then  was 
there  one  there,  and  [who']  faid  to 
the  Captain,  that  I  was  one  of  Sir 
John  Faftolf’s  men,  and  the  two 
horfes  were  Sir  John  Faitolf ’s  *  and 
then  the  Captain,  let  cry  Treafon 
upon  me  throughout  all  the  field, 
and  brought  me  at  four  parts  of  the 
field,  with  a  Herald  of  the  Duke  of 
*  Exeter  before  me,  in  the  Duke’s 
Coat  of  Arms,  making  four  Oyez 
at  four  parts  of  the  field  ;  proclaim¬ 
ing  openly  by  the  laid  Herald,  that 
I  was  fent  thither  for  to  efpy  their 
puilTence,  and  their  habiliments  of 
war,  from  the  greateil  Traitor  that 
was  in  England  or  in  France,  as  the 
laid  Captain  made  proclamation  at 
that  time,  from  one  Sir  John  Faf- 
tolf  knight,  the  which  miniihcd 
[, di minified j  all  the  Garrifons  of 
Normandy,  and  Manns,  and  Mayn, 
the  which  was  the  cauie  of  the 
lofing  of  all  the  King’s  title  and 
right  of  an  heri  lance,  that  he  had 
beyond  fea.  And  moreover,  he  faid, 
that  the  faid  Sir  John  Fafioif  had 
furnilhed  his  Place  with  the  old 
Soldiers  of  Normandy  and  habili¬ 
ments  of  war,  to  deftroy  the  Com¬ 
mons  of  Kent,  when  that  they  came 
to  Southwark,  and  therefore  he  faid 
plainly  that  1  Ihould  lofe  my  head  j 
and  fo  forthwith  I  was  taken,  and 
led  to  the  Captain’s  Pent,  and  one 
axe  and  one  block  was  brought,, 
forth  to  have  (mitten  off  mine  head  ; 
and  then  my  Matter  f  Poyn;,  ngs 


*  It  cannot  be  fuppoled  that  the  Duke  of  Exeter,  a  faithful  Lancaftsian,  took 
any  part  in  this  Commotion,  but  it  is  probable  his  Herald  might  be  forced  into  the 
itrvice  of  the  Rebels. 

Henry  Holland,  Duke  of  Exeter,  though  he  married  Anne,  Sifter  of  Edward  IV. 
always  adhered  to  the  Houle  of  Lancafter,  and  after  the  battle  of  Barnet,  in  14.71, 
took  Sanfbuary  at  Weft  minder  j  whence  he  privately  efcaped  abroad  where  he 
lived  in  great  poverty  and  diltrefs.  It  is  faid  that  his  dead  body  was  found  in 
1474,  on  the  lea  Ihore,  on  the  Coaft  of  Kent. 

t  Robert  Poynyngs  married  Elizabeth,  the  Siller  of  j.  Fallon,  and  was  Sword 
Beanr  and  Cat  ver  to  Cade. 

favyd 
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favyd  at  y*  tyrnc  and  yan  I  was 
Iworen  to  the  Capteyn  and  to  the 
Com  ns  v£  I  fliuldc  go  to  Southe- 

J  o 

werlc  and  aray  me  in  the  heft  wyfe 
yl  I  coude  and  come  ageyn  to  hem 
to  helpe  hem  and  fo  I  gote  tharticles 
and  brought  hem  to  my  Mai IV  and 
vc  coil  me  mor’  emongs  yc  Comens 
yl  day  yan  xxvij  S. 

Whereupon  i  coine  to  my  Mai  ft’ 
Faftolf  and  brought  hym  tharticles 
and  enformed  hym  of  all  the  mat’ 
and  counfeyled  hym  to  put  a  wey 
all  his  Abyllyments  of  werr  and  the 
olde  Sawdiors  and  fo  he  dyd  and 
went  hvmfelf  to  the  Tour  and  all 
his  meyny  wl  hym  but  Betts  and  j 
Mathew  Brayn  and  had  not  I  ben 
the  Comens  woide  have  brennyd  his 
plafe  and  all  his  ten’uryes  wher- 
thorough  it  cofte  me  of  my  noune 
p’pr  godes  at  y t  tyme  mor  than  vj 
m’rks  in  mate  and  drynke  and 
nought  w£ftondyng  the  Capteyn  y* 
fame  tyme  iete  take  me  atte  Whyte 
Harte  in  SuthewCrk  and  yr  co- 
mandyt  Lovelafe  to  difpoyle  me 
oute  of  myn  aray  and  fo  he  dyd  and 
yT  he  toke  a  fyn  Gowne  of  Mu  ft’ 
dewyllrs  furryd  w£  fyn  beurs  and  j 
pcyr  of  *  Bregandyrns  kevrt  w'  blew 
fellewet  and  gylt  naile  w£  leghar- 
neyfe,  the  vallew  of  the  gown  and 
the  Bregardyns  viij  li. 

Itm  the  Capteyn  lent  certeyn  of 
his  meyny  to  my  Chamber  in  yor 
rents  and  yr  breke  up  my  Cheft 
and  toke  a  wey  j  Obligacion  of  myn 
y£  was  due  unto  me  of  xxxvj  li.  by 
a  p’ft  of  Poules  and  j  nother  Obli¬ 
gacion  of  j  knyght  of  xh  and  my 
purfe  w£  v  ryngs  of  golde  and  xvij* 
vjd  of  golde  and  fylvr  and  j  barney  fe 
complete  of  the  touche  of  f  Milleyn 
and  j  gowne  of  fyn  perfe  blewe  fur- 


your  brother,  with  other  of  my 
Friends  came,  and  letted  [prevent¬ 
ed]  the  Captain,  and  faid  plainly, 
that  there  fliould  die  an  hundred  or 
two,  that  in  cafe  be  that  I  died  ; 
and  fo  by  that  mean  my  'life  was 
faved  at  that  time. 

And  then  I  was  fworn  to  the  Cap¬ 
tain,  and  to  the  Commons,  that  I 
fliould  go  to  Southwark,  and  array 
me  in  the  belt  wife  that  I  could, 
and  come  again  to  them  to  help 
them  j  and  lo  I  got  the  Articles, 
and  brought  them  to  my  Mafter, 
and  that  coft  me  more  amongft  the 
Commons  that  day  than  27s. 

Whereupon  I  came  to  my  Mafter 
Faftolf,  and  brought  him  the  Arti¬ 
cles,  and  informed  him  of  all  the 
matter,  and  counfeiled  him  to  put 
away  all  his  habiliments  of  war,  and 
the  old  Soldiers,  and  fo  he  did,  and 
went  himfelf  to  the  Tower,  and  all 
his  meny  [ family J  with  him,  but 
Betts  and  one  Matthew  Brayn  ; 
and  had  not  I  been,  the  Commons 
would  have  brenned  [burnt]  his 
Place,  and  all  hisTenuries;  where 
though  it  coft  me  of  my  own  pro¬ 
per  goods  at  that  time  more  than 
fix  marks  [4/.]  in  meat  and  drink, 
and  [yet]  not withftanding  the  Cap¬ 
tain  that  fame  time,  let  take  me  at 
the  White  Hart  in  Southwark,  and 
there  commanded  Lovelace  to  de~ 
fpoil  me  out  of  mine  array,  and  fo 
he  did  ;  and  there  he  took  a  fine 
gown  of  Mufter’  devillers  furred 
with  fine  beavers,  and  one  pair  ot 
*  Brigandines  covered  with  blue 
velvet  and  gilt  nails,  with  leg-har- 
nefs  ;  the  value  of  the  Gown  and 
the  Brigandines  8/. 

Item,  the  Captain  fenr  certain  of 
his  meny  to  my  Chamber  in  your 


*  A  Coat  of  Mail,  confiding  of  many  jointed  and  fc  ale- like  Places,  he. 
L  Milan,  a  City  in  Italy,  famous  for  its  works  in  iron  and  fteel,  he. 
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ryd  w1  Mart’ns  and  ij  Gounes  one 
furryd  w4  bogey  and  j  noder  lyned 
vvl  ffryfe  and  yr  wolde  have  fmetyn 
of  myn  hede  wh'n  y*  they  had  dyf- 
poyled  me  atte  White  Harte  and 
yr  my  Mai  ft’  Ponyngs  and  my 
Frends  favyd  me  and  fo  i  was  put 
up  tyll  at  nyght  y4  the  %  bat’yle  was 
at  London  Brygge  and  yan  atte- 
rjyght  the  Capreyn  put  me  oute  into 
the  batayie  atte  brygge  and  yT  I 
was  won’dyt  and  hurte  nere  hand 
to  deth,  and  yr  I  was  vj  oures  in 
the  batayie  and  myght  nevyr  come 
oute  yrof  and  iiij  tymes  befo’  y* 
tymel  wascaryed  abought  thorough! 
Kent  and  Souiex  and  y 1  they  wolde 
have  l’metyn  of  my  hede  and  in 
Kent  yr  as  my  wyfe  dwellyd  they 
toke  awev  all  oure  godes  mevabyll 
y£  we  had  and  y‘  wolde  have  hongyd 
my  wyie  and  v  ot  my  chyldren  and 
lefte  her  no  mor’  gode  but  her  kyr- 
tyll  and  her  fmook  and  a  none  af- 
tyr  yl  Hurlyng  the  Byf  hop  4  Rofle 
apechyd  me  to  the  Quene  and  fo  I 
was  areftyd  by  the  Quenes  co- 
m’aundent  in  to  the  Marchalfy  and 
y1’  was  in  rygt  grete  dura  lie  and 
fer’  of  myn  lyf  and  was  thretenyd 
to  have  ben  hongyd  drwe  and  qu  r- 
t*yd  and  fo  wolde  have  made  me  to 
have  pechyd  my  Maift’  Faftolf  of 
[i  Trefon  and  by  caufe  yc  1  wolde 
not  yey  had  me  up  to  Weftnf  and 
yr  would  have  lent  me  to  the  Gole 


rents,  and  there  (they)  broke  up 
my  Cheft,  and  took  away  one  Obli¬ 
gation  of  mine  that  was  due  unt« 
me  of  36/.  by  a  Prieft  of  Paul’s, 
and  one  other  Obligation,  of  one 
knight  of  10I.  and  my  purle  with 
five  Rings  of  gold,  and  17*.  6d.  of 
gold  and  fiver  ;  and  one  harneft 
complete  Of  the  touch  of  F  xMilan  , 
and  one  Gown  of  fine  Perfe  blue, 
furred  with  Martens  ;  and  two 
Gowns,  one  furred  with  Bogey, 
[Budge,]  and  one  other  lined  with 
frieze  ;  and  there  would  have  fruit¬ 
ier!  off  mine  head,  when  that  they 
had  defpoiled  me  at  (the)  White 
Hart  ;  and  there  my  Mafter  Poyn- 
yngs,  and  my  Friends  faved  me, 
and  fo  1  was  put  up,  till  at  night 
that  the  %  Battle  was  at  London 
Bridge  •  and  then  at  night  the  Cap¬ 
tain  put  me  out  into  the  battle  at 
the  Bridge,  and  there  I  was  wound¬ 
ed,  and  hurt  near  hand  to  death  $ 
and  there  I  was  fix  hours  in  the 
battle,  and  might  never  come  out 
theieof  ;  and  four  times  before  that 
time,  I  was  carried  about  through¬ 
out  Kent  and  SufTex,  and  there  they 
would  have  fniiuen  off  my  head  • 
and  in  Kent  there  as  [where]  my 
W  ife  dwelled,  they  took  away  all 
our  Goods  moveable  that  we  had  ; 
and  there  would  have  hanged  my 
Wife,  and  five  of  my  Children,  and 
left  her  no  more  goods  but  her  Kir- 


f  The  battle  at  the  Bridge  was  fought,  according  to  our  Hilforians,  on  the  8th 
of  July,  1450  5  but  on  a  paper,  amoogft  this  coliefilion  of  Letters,  marked  with 
tiie  Bull’s  Head  and  Star,  and  on  which  are  recorded  feveral  Events  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI.  is  the  following  Note. 

“  Jak  Cade,  proditor  de  Ivent  fugit  de  la  Blakheth  xxij  die  Junij  Anno 

28  H  VI. — Julfj  menfe  dccanitat’  fun.” 

If  therefore  Cade  fed  from  Blaekheath  on  the  zzd  of  June,  the  battle  at  the 
Bridge  mult  have  been  fought  then,  and  not  in  July. 

John  Lowe,  a  learned  Divine. 

[}  Why  this  attempt  was  made  upon  him  to  accuie  his  Mafter  Sir  John  Faftolf 
of  Trealon  1  cannot  conceive,  unlels  it  was,  becaufe  Sir  John  left  his  Houfe,  &c. 
in  Southwark,  and  retired  to  the  Tower,  in  (lead  of  refilling  and  attacking  tb« 
Rebels. 


houfe 
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houfe  at  Wyndfor’  but  my  wyves 
and  j  Cofeyn  of  myn  noune  yr  wer’ 
yomen  of  ye  Croune  yey  went  to 
the  Kyng  and  gote  grafe  and  j 
Churtyr  of  p’don. 

t  \ 

% 

pet  le  fo’re, 

3,  papn, 

j  j  J-  by  1 6 

Paper  Mark. 

VHS  fnrroundcd  with  a 
radiated  Star  of  i<5  Point?. 


I  I  i 

tie  and  her  Smock  ;  and  anon  after 
that  Hurling  [ Commotion ],  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  §  Rochefter  impeached  me 
to  the  Queen,  and  fo  I  was  arrefted 
by  the  Queen’s  commandment  into 
the  Marilialfea,  and  there  was  in 
right  great  durefs,  and  fear  of  mine 
life,  and  was  threatened  to  have 
been  hanged,  drawn,  and  quarter¬ 
ed  ;  and  io  ( they )  would  have  made 
me  have  impeached  my  Mafter  Faf- 
tolf  of  1!  Treafon,  and  becaufe  that 
I  would  not,  they  had  me  up  to 
Weftminfter,  and  there  would  have 
fent  me  to  the  Gaol  Houfe  at  Wind- 
for,  but  my  Wife’s,  and  one  Cou- 
fin  of  mine  own,  that  were  Yeomen 
of  the  Crown,  they  went  to  the 
King,  and  got  grace  and  one  Char¬ 
ter  of  Pardon. 

Per  le  votre, 

J.  PAYN, 

June  and  July 
1450,  2,8  H.  VI. 
but  written 
1465,  5  E.  IV. 


A  Letter ,  containing  a  mofi  curious  and  authentic  Account  of  the  Marriage 
of  Charles  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  with  Margaret,  Daughter  of 
Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York,  and  Sijier  of  Edward  IV.  and  of 
the  fubfequent  Diverftons  exhibited  at  Bruges  in  Honour  of  itt  written  by 
John  Pafton,  an  Eye-Witnefs,  mho,  with  his  Brother  Sir  John  Pafton, 
Knight ,  attended  in  the  Retinue  of  the  Princefs. — From  Vol.  II.  of  the 
fame  Work . 

To  my  ryght  reu'end and  worcbepfull  To  my  right  reverend  and  worfhipful 
Modyr  Margaret  Pafton  dwellyng  Mother,  Margaret  Pafton, dwelling 
at  Cafter  he  thys  detyu’yd  in  haft .  at  Cafter,  be  this  delivered  in  hafle. 


RYTH  reu’end  and  worchep- 
full  Modyr  I  recom’and  me 
on  to  you  as  humbyily  as  I  can 
thynk  defyryng  mod  hertly  to  her 
of  your  welfare  and  herts  efe  whyche 
I  pray  God  fend  yow  as  haftyly  as 
eny  hert  can  thynk  Pies  yt  yow  to 
wete  y1  at  the  makyng  of  thys  byll 


RIGHT  reverend  and  worftiip- 
ful  Mother,  I  recommend  me 
unto  you  as  humbly  as  I  can  think, 
defiring  moft  heartily  to  hear  of 
your  welfare  and  heart’s  eafe,  which 
I  pray  God  fend  you  as  haltily  as 
any  heart  can  think. 

Pleafe  it  you  to  weet,  that  at  the 

mv 

a 
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my  brodyr  and  I  and  all  our  felaw- 
fhep  wer  in  good  helle  blyftyd  be 
God  As  for  the  gydyng  her  in 
thys  contre  it  is  as  worchepfuli  as 
all  the  world  can  devyfe  it  and 
ther  wer  neuy  englyfhe  men  had 
fo  good  cher  owt  of  Inglong  that 
eu’  I  herd  of. 

As  for  tydyngs  her  but  if  it  be 
of  the  feft  I  can  non  fend  yow  fav- 
yng  yc  my  Lady  f'  Margaret  was 
maryd  on  Sonday  iaft  paft  at  a 
towne  yl  is  callyd  the  Dame  iij 
myle  owt  of  X  Brugys  at  v  of  the 
dok  in  the  mornyg  and  fche  was 
browt  the  fame  day  to  Bruggys  to 
hyrdener  and  ther  fche  was  receyvyd 
as  worchepfuliy  as  all  the  world 
cowd  devyfe  as  wr  prefeftlon  w£ 
Ladys  and  Lordys  bell:  befeyn  of 
eny  pepyll  that  ever  I  fye  or  herd 
of  many  Pagentys  wer  pleyed  in  hyr 
wey  in  Bryggys  to  hyr  wel  comyng 
the  bed  y£  eu’  I  fye  And  the  fame 
Sonday  my  Lord  the  [}  Baftard  took 
upon  hym  to  anfwere  xxiiij  knyts 
and  Gentylmen  w*  in  viij  dayes  at 
joftys  of  pefe  and  when  yl  they  wer 
anfweryd  they  xxiiij  and  hym  felve 
fchold  torney  w£  othyr  xxv  the  next 
day  aftyr  whyche  is  on  monday  next 
comyg  and  they  that  have  j  oft  yd  wr 
hym  into  thys  day  have  ben  as 
rychely  befeyn  and  hymfelve  alfo 
as  clothe  of  gold  and  fylk  and  lyl- 
vyr  and  goldfmyths  werk  myght 
mak  hem  for  of  fyche  ger  and  gold 
and  perle  and  ftanys  they  of  the 
Dwkys  coort  neythyr  Gentylmen 
nor  Gentylwomen  they  want  non 
tor  w£  owt  yl  they  have  it  by  wyfhys 


making  of  this  bill,  my  Brother,, 
and  I,  and  all  our  Feilowfhip,  were 
in  good  heele  [ health j,  blefted  be 
God.  , 

As  for  the  Guiding  here  in  this 
Country,  it  is  as  wor/hipful  as  all 
the  world  can  devife,  and  there  were 
never  Englishmen  had  fo  good 
cheer  out  of  England,  that  ever  I 
heard  of. 

As  for  Tidings  here,  but  if  [ttn- 
lefs\  it  be  of  the  Feaft,  I  can  none 
fend  you  ;  faving,  that  my  Lady 
f  Margaret  was  married  on  Sunday 
lad  paft  at  a  Town  that  is  called 
The  Dame,  three  miles  out  of 
%  Bruges,  at  five  of  the  clock  in  the 
morning;  and  fhe  was  brought  the 
fame  day  to  Bruges  to  her  dinner  ; 
and  there  fhe  was  received  as  wor- 
fliipfully  as  all  the  world  could  de¬ 
ft  re  ;  as  with  proceflion  with  La¬ 
dies,  and  Lords,  beft  befeen  of  any 
people,  that  ever  1  faw  or  heard  of. 
Many  Pageants  were  played  in  her 
way  in  Bruges  to  her  welcoming, 
the  beft  that  ever  1  faw  ;  and  the 
fame  day  my  Lord,  the  j|  Baftard, 
took  upon  him  to  an  1  wer  24 Knights 
and  Gentlemen,  within  8  days  at 
Juftsof  Peace  ;  and  when  that  they 
were  anfweted,  they  24  and  him- 
felf  fhcruid  turney  with  othei  25  the 
next  day  after,  which  is  01  Monday 
next  coming;  and  they  that  have 
jufted  with  him  into  this  day,  have 
been  as  richly  befeen,  and  himfelf 
alfo,  as  cloth  of  G-oid,  antd  S-ilk, 
and  Silver,  and  Goldfmith’s  work, 
might  make  them  ;  for  of  inch 
Gear,  and  Gold,  and  Pearl,  and 


f  Margaret  Plantagenet,  Sifter  of  Edward  IV.  according  to  this  Account,  was 
married  on  Sunday  the  3d  of  July,  1468,  8  E,  IV. 

%  A  City  and  Port  Town  in  Flanders. 

(}  Anthony,  Count  de  la  R.oche,  called  the  Baftard  of  Burgundy,  was  a  natural 
Son  of  Duke  Philip  the  Good,  by  Johanna  of  Prulles,  famous  for  his  wit,  courage, 
and  polite  accomplilkments.  He  was  born  in  1473,  and  died  in  1504. 


ANTI  Q_U  I  T  I  E  S. 


by  my  trowthe  I  herd  neyyr  of  fo 
gret  plente  as  ther  is. 

Thys  day  my  Lord  *  Scalys  juftyd 
w*  a  Lord  of  thys  contre  but  not 
wl  the  Baftard  for  they  mad  pro- 
tnyle  at  London  that  non  of  them 
bothe  fhold  never  dele  w*  othyr  in 
armys  but  the  Baftard  was  on*  of 
the  Lords  y*  browt  the  Lord  Scalys 
in  to  the  feld  and  of  mysfortwne  an 
norfe  ftrake  my  Lord  Baftard  on  the 
lege  and  ha  the  hurt  hym  fo  fore 
that  I  can  thynk  he  fhalbe  of  no 
power  to  acomplyfhe  up  hys  armys 
and  that  is  gret  pete  for  by  ivy 
trowthe  I  trow  God  mad  neu’  a 
mor  worchepfuil  knyt.  And  as  for 
the  Dwkys  coort  as  of  Lords  Ladys 
and  Gentylwomen  Knyts  Sqwyers 
and  Gentylmen  l  hert  neu5  of  non 
lyek  to  it  fave  Kyng  Artourys  cort 
and  by  my  trowthe  1  have  no  wyt 
nor  remebrans  to  wryte  to  yow  half 
the  worchep  that  is  her  but  yc  lakyi h 
as  it  comyth  to  mynd  I  lhall  tell 
yo.w  when  l  come  home  whyche  I 
try  It  to  God  fhal  not  belong  to  for 
we  depart  owt  of  Brygys  homward 
on  twyfday  next  comyng  and  all 
folk  yl  cam  wc  my  Lady  of  Bur- 
goyn  owt  of  Inglond  except  fyche 
as  fhall  abyd  her  ftyll  wl  hyr  whyche 
I  wot  well  flial l  be  but  fewe.  We 
depart  the  loner  for  the  •fDwk  hathe 
word  that  the  X  frenfhe  Kyng  is 


"3 

Stones,  they  of  the  Duke’s  Court, 
neither  Gentlemen  nor  Gentlewo¬ 
men,  they  want  none  $  for  without 
[ unlefs]  that  they  have  it  by  wifhes, 
by  my  truth,  I  heard  never  of  fo 
great  plenty  as  here  is. 

This  day  my  Lord  *  Scales  jufted 
with  a  Lord  of  this  country,  but 
not  with  the  Baftard  ;  for  they  made 
(a)  promife  at  London,  that  none 
of  them  both  fliould  never  deal  with 
other  in  arms  ;  but  the  Baftard  was 
one  of  the  Lords,  that  brought  the 
Lord  Scales  into  the  field  ;  and  of 
misfortune  an  horfe  ftruck  my  Lord 
Baftard  on  the  leg,  and  hath  hurt 
him  fo  fore,  that  I  can  think  he 
fhall  be  of  no  power  to  accomplifli 
up  his  arms  j  and  that  is  great  pity, 
for  by  my  truth  I  trow  [think]  God 
made  never  a  more  worfhipful 
Knight. 

And  as  for  the  Duke’s  Court,  as 
of  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlewomen, 
Knights,  Efquires,  and  Gentlemen, 
1  heard  never  of  none  like  to  it, 
fave  King  Arthur’s  Court.  And  by 
my  truth,  I  have  no  wit  nor  re¬ 
membrance  to  write  to  you,  half 
the  worihip  thauis  here;  but  what 
lacketh,  as  it  comeih  to  mind  I 
fhall  tell  you,  when  I  come  home, 
which  I  truft  to  God  fhall  not  be 
long  tofore.  We  depart  out  of 
Bruges  homeward  on  Tuefday  next 

p’pofyd 


*  Anthony  Widville,  or  Woodville,  Lord  Scales,  &c.  and  afterwards  Earl 
Rivers,  Son  of  Sir  Richard  Widville,  by  Jaqueline  of  Luxemburgh,  Duchefs 
Dowager  of  Bedford,  and  Brother  of  Eliaabeth,  Queen  of  Edward  IV.  was  born 
about  1441,  and  became  the  mod  diftinguifhed  Warrior,  Statefman,  and  molt 
learned  Gentleman,  of  his  tim«.  In  the  7  Edward  IV.  he  challenged  and  van¬ 
quished  the  Baftaid  of  Burgundy  in  a  grand  and  folemn  Juft  in  Smithfield  ;  at 
which  time  the  piomile  mentioned  in  this  Letter  was  made.  This  accomplifhed 
Nobleman  was  beheaded  at  Ppm  fret,  in  June  1483,  by  the  command  of  the  Pro¬ 
testor,  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucefter. 

•f  Chailes  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  was  born  in  1433,  and  was  {lain  in 
battle,  near  Nancy,  in  Lorrain,  in  1477. 

X  Charles  VII.  It  is  worthy  of  Remark  how  cautious  the  Writers  of  theft 
Vol.  XXIX.  I  times 
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p’pofyd  to  male  wer  upon  hym 
haftyly  and  that  he  is  wlin  iiij  or  v 
day  is  jorney  of  Brugys  and  the  Dwk 
rydyth  on  twyfday  next  comyng 
forward  to  met  w*  hym  God  geve 
hym  good  fped-  and  all  hys  for  by 
my  trovvthe  they  are  the  goodlyeft 
felawfhep  the  eu*  I  cam  among  and 
beft  can  behave  them  and  mod  lyek 
Gentylmen. 

Othyr  tydyngs  have  we  non  her 
but  that  the  Dwke  of  ||  Som’let  and 
all  hys  bands  depertyd  welbefeyn 
owt  of  Brugys  a  day  befor  that  my 
Lady  the  Dwches  cam  thedyr  and 
they  fey  her  that  he  is  to  Qwen 
Margaret  y*  was  and  flial  no  mor 
come  her  ayen  nor  be  holpyn  by 
the  Dwk. 

No  mor  but  I  beleche  yow  of 
you1-  blyflyng  as  lowly  as  I  can 
whyche  I  beleche  yow  forget  not  to 
geve  me  eu’  day  onys  And  Modyr 
1  befeche  yow  yl  ye  wolbe  good 
maltras  to  my  lytyll  man  and  to  fe 
y*  he  go  to  lcole  I  fent  my  cofyn 
Dawbeney  v*  by  Callys  man  for  to 
bye  for  hym  fyche  ger  as  he  nedyth 
and  modyr  1  pray  yow  thys  byll 
may  recomend  me  to  my  Sudyrs 
bothe  and  to  ye  Maftyr  my  cofyn 
Dawbeney  Syr  JamysSr  John  Stylie 
and  to  pray  hym  to  be  good  Maftyr 
to  lytyll  §  Jak  and  to  lerne  hym 
well  and  I  pray  yow  yl  thys  byll 


coming,  and  all  Folk  that  came 
with  my  lady  of  Burgoyn  [Burgun¬ 
dy]  out  of  England,  except  fuch  as 
diall  abide  here  dill  with  her,  which 
I  wot  [know]  well  fliall  be  but 
few. 

We  depart  the  fooner,  for  the 
fDuke  hath  word  that  the  X  French 
King  is  purpofed  to  make  war  upon 
him  haftily,  and  that  he  is  within 
four  or  five  days  journey  of  Bruges, 
and  the  Duke  rideth,  on  Tuefday 
next  coming,  forward  to  meet  with 
him  ;  God  give  him  good  fpeed, 
and  all  his  $  for  by  my  truth  they 
are  the  goodlied  Fellowfhip  that 
ever  1  came  amongd,  and  bed  can 
behave  them,  and  mod  like  Gen¬ 
tlemen. 

OtherTidings  have  we  none  here, 
but  that  the  Duke  of  j|  Somerfet, 
and  all  his  Bands  departed  well 
befeen  out  of  Bruges  a  day  before 
that  my  Lady  the  Duchefs  came 
thither,  and  they  fay  here,  that  he 
is  to  Queen  Margaret  that  was, 
and  dial!  no  more  come  here  again, 
nor  be  holpen  by  the  Duke. 

No  more,  but  I  befeech  you  of 
your  blefting  as  lowly  as  I  can, 
which  1  befeech  you  forget  not  to 
give  me  every  day  once  ;  and. 
Mother,  I  befeech  you  that  ye  will 
be  good  midrefs  to  my  little  man, 
and  to  fee  that  he  go  to  fchool. 


times  were  not  to  give  the  title  of  King  of  Fiance  to  the  Ruler  of  that  Kingdom, 
but  to  ftiie  him  the  French  King.  In  this  place,  (and  I  have  obferved  it  in 
others)  the  word  t(  King”  (intending  to  go  on  with,  of  France,  was  written 
without  con  federation,  and  then,  on  obfeiving  it,  immediately  eroded  out,  and 
44  Frenfhe  Kyng”  put  in  its  place. 

{j  Edmund  Beaufort,  Duke  of  Somerfet,  an  Adherent  to  Henry  VI.  and  his 
Queen  Margaret,  commanded  at  the  battle  of  Tewkelbury,  in  14.71  j  which  being 
iolt,  he  fled  to  San&uaiy,  whence  he  was  taken  and  beheaded. 

§  This  Little  John,  whofe  fchool  Education,  J.  Palion  feems  fo  anxious  aboutp- 
mull  have  been  born  before  1464,  arid  moll  probably  died  under  age,  if  he  was  his 
Son,  as  Sir  William  Pafton,  Knight,  who  as  fome  pedigrees  ftate  was  born  in 
1464,  Hands  in  the  Pedigree  as  heir  to  his  Father  5  but  I  rather  think  that  J.  Paf¬ 
ton  had  not  been  married  at  this  time,  and  that  this  41  lytyll  man”  was  not  his 
fort. 
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may  recomand  me  to  all  you'  folkys 
and  my  wellwyllers. 

And  1  pray  God  fend  yow  youf 
herts  defyr. 

Wretyn  at  Bruggys  the  fryday 
next  aftyr  Seynt  *  Thom’s 

Yor.  Sone  and  humbyll  Servnt, 

3.  gallon,  pe  ponger, 

U  by  1 1 

Paper  Mark, 

A  Catherioe  Wfced. 


I  fent  my  Coulin  Dawbeney  5* 
by  Calle’s  man*  for  to  buy  for  hirn 
fuch  gear  as  he  needeth:  and,  Mo¬ 
ther,  I  pray  you  this  bill  may  re- 
commend  me  to  my  Sifters  both, 
and  to  the  Mafter,  my  Coulin  Daw- 
beney,  Sir  James,  Sir  John  Stylle, 
and  to  pray  him  to  be  good  Mafter 
to  little  §  Jack,  and  to  learn  him 
well  ;  and  I  pray  you  that  this  bill 
may  recommend  me  to  all  your 
F'olks,  and  to  my  Well  Wiliers  ; 
and  I  pray  God  fend  you  your 
heart’s  defire. 

Written  at  Bruges  the  Friday 
next  after  Saint  *  Thomas. 

Your  Son  and  humble  Servant, 

J.  PASTON,  the  Younger 

Bruges, 

Friday,  8th  of  July, 

1468,  8  E.  IV. 


Curious  Specimen  of  the  Celebration 
of  Marriages  at  Court  in  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Reign  of  James  the 
Firft,  extraded  from  a  Letter  from 
Sir  Dudley  Carlton  to  Mr.  Win- 
wood. —  From  theCentlemari sMa- 
gazine  for  February  1787. 

London,  January,  1604. 

N  St.  John’s  day  we  had  the 
marriage  of  Sir  Philip  Her¬ 
bert  and  the  Lady  Sufan  performed 
at  Whitehall,  with  all  the  honour 
could  be  done  a  great  favourite. 
The  court  was  great,  and  for  that 
day  put  on  the  beft  bravery.  T  he 
prince  and  duke  of  Holft  led  the 
bride  to  the  church  ;  the  queen  fol¬ 
lowed  her  from  thence.  The  King 
gave  her,  and  fhe,  in  her  treifes  and 


trinkets,  brided  and  bridled  it  fo 
handlomely,  and  indeed  became 
herfelf  fo  well,  that  the  king  faid, 
if  he  were  unmarried  he  would  not 
give  her,  but  keep  her  himfelf. 
The  marriage-dinner  was  kept  in 
the  great  chamber,  where  the  prince 
and  the  duke  of  Holft  and  the  great 
lords  and  ladies  accompanied  the 
bride.  The  ambaflador  of  Venice 
was  the  only  bidden  gueft  of  ftran- 
gers,  and  he  had  place  above  the 
duke  of  Holft,  which  the  duke  took 
not  well.  But  after  dinner  he  was 
as  little  pleafed  himfelf ;  for,  being 
brought  into  the  clofet  to  retire 
himfelf,  he  was  there  fuffered  ta 
walk  out  his  fupper  unthought-of. 
At  night  there  was  a  mafk  in  the 
hall,  which,  for  conceit  and  fafhion, 


*  This  mull  mean  either  the  3d  or  7th  day  of  July,  the  one  being  the  Tran- 
(lation  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apoftle,  tbt  other  of  St.  Thomas  a  Becket.  i  believe 
it  means  the  latter. 

I  * 


was 


n6  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1787. 


was  fuitable  to  the  occafion.  The 
attars  were  the  Earl  of  Pembrook, 
the  Lord  Wilioby,  Sir  Samuel  Hays, 
Sir  Thomas  Germain,  Sir  Robert 
Cary,  Sir  John  Lee,  Sir  Richard 
Predon,  and  Sir  Thomas  Bager. 
There  was  no  fmall  lots  that  night 
of  chains  and  jewels,  and  many 
great  ladies  were  made  diorter  by 
the  fkirts,  and  were  well  enough 
ferved  that  they  could  keep  cut  no 
better.  The  prefents  of  plate,  and 
other  things  given  by  the  noble¬ 
men,  were  valued  at  2500!.  ;  but 
that  which  made  it  a  good  mar¬ 
riage  was  a  gift  of  the  King’s,  of 
500I.  land  for  the  bride’s  joymure. 
They  were  lodged  in  the  council 
chamber,  where  the  King,  in  his 
fhirt  and  night-gown,  gave  them  a 
reveille  matin  before  they  were  up, 
and  fpent  a  good  time  in  or  upon 
the  bed,  chufe  which  you  will  be¬ 
lieve.  No  ceremony  was  omitted 
of  bride  cakes,  points,  garters,  apd 
gloves,  which  have  been  ever  fihce 
the  livery  of  the  court  j  and  at  night 
there  was  fewing  into  the  fheet, 
calling  off  the  bride’s  left  hofe,  with 
many  other  pretty  forceries. 

New  year’s  day  paft  without  any 
folemnity,  and  the  exorbitant  gifts 
that  were  wont  to  be  ufed  at  that 
time  are  fo  far  laid  by,  that  the 
a  ecu  Homed  prefents  of  the  purfe  and 
gold  was  hard  to  be  had  without 
a  Iking. 

The  next  day  the  king  plaid  in 
the  prefence,  and,  as  good  or  ill 
luck  feldorn  comes  alone,  the  bride¬ 
groom,  that  threw  for  the  king, 
had  the  good  fortune  to  win  ioooI. 
which  he  had  for  his  pains.’’ 


On  the  Drefs  and  Ornaments  of  the 
ancient  Mexicans."— From  the  Hif- 


tory  of  Mexico,  tranjlated  from 
the  Italian  of  Saverio  Ciavigero, 
by  Mr.  Cullen. 

“  HP  H  E  Mexicans  were  lefs 
X.  Hngular  in  their  drefs  than 
in  their  food.  Their  ufual  habit 
was  quite  fimple,  confining  folely 
of  the  maxtlatl  and  tilmatli  in  the 
men,  and  of  the  cueitl,  and  the  hue - 
pilli ,  in  the  women.  The  maxtlatl 
was  a  large  belt  or  girdle,  the  two 
ends  of  which  hung  down  before 
and  behind  to  cover  the  parts  of 
fhame.  The  tilmatli  was  a  fquare 
mantle,  about  four  feet  long  ;  the 
two  ends  were  tied  upon  the  bread, 
or  upon  one  fhoulder,  as  appears  in 
our  figures.  The  cueitl ,  or  Mexi¬ 
can  gown,  was  alio  a  piece  of  fquare 
doth,  in  which  the  women  wrapped 
themfelves  from  their  waifts  down 
to  the  middle  of  the  leg.  The  hew* 
puli  was  a  little  under  veil,  or  waifL 
coat,  without  ileeves. 

The  drefs  of  the  poor  people  was 
made  Of  the  thread  of  the  maguei, 
or  mountain  palm,  or  at  bed  the 
cloth  of  coarfe  cotton  ;  but  thofe  of 
better  dation  wore  the  fined  cot¬ 
ton,  embeliifhed  with  various  co¬ 
lours,  and  figures  of  animals,  or 
flowers,  or  wove  with  feathers,  or 
the  fine  hair  of  the  rabbit,  and 
adorned  with  various  little  figures 
of  gold  and  loofe  locks  of  cotton 
hanging  about  the  girdle  or  maxtlatl. 
Idle  men  uled  to  wear  two  or  three 
mantles,  and  the  women  three  or 
four  feds,  and  as  many  gowns, 
putting  the  longed  under  mod,  fo  as 
that  a  pan  of  each  of  them  might 
be  leen.  7  he  lords  wore  in  win¬ 
ter  waidcoats  of  cotton,  intervvoven 
wrirh  foft  feathers,  or  the  hair  of  the 
rabbit.  Women  of  rank  wore,  be- 
fides  the  huepilli,  an  upper  veft, 

fomeihing 
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fomething  like  the  furplice  or  gown 
of  our  ecclefiaftics,  but  larger  and 
with  longer  fleeves. 

Their  fhoes  were  nothing  but  foies 
of  leather,  or  coarfe  cloth  of  the  ma- 
guei,  tied  with  firings,  and  only 
covered  the  under  part  of  the  foot. 
The  kings  and  lords  adorned  the 
firings  with  rich  ribands  of  gold 
and  jewels* 

All  the  Mexicans  wore  their  hair 
long,  and  were  difhonoured  by  be¬ 
ing  fhaved,  or  haying  it  clipped, 
except  the  virgins  confecrated  to 
the  fervice  of  the  temples.  The 
women  wore  it  loofe,  the  men  tied 
in  different  forms,  and  adorned  their 
heads  with  fine  plumes,  both  when 
they  danced  and  when  they  went  to 
war. 


U7 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a 
nation  which  accompanied  fo  much 
fimplicity  of  drefs,  with  fo  much 
vanity  and  luxury  in  other  orna¬ 
ments  of  their  perfons,  Befides 
feathers  and  jewels,  with  which 
they  ufed  to  adorn  their  cloaths, 
they  wore  earrings,  pendants  at 
the  unaer-lip,  and  many  likewife 
at  their  nofes,  necklaces,  bracelets 
for  the  hands  and  arms,  and  alfo 
certain  rings  like  collars  about  their 
legs.  The  ear-rings  and  pendants 
of  the  poor  were  fhells,  pieces  of 
cryflal,  amber,  or  fome  fhining  lit¬ 
tle  flone  ;  but  the  rich  wore  pearls, 
emeralds,  amethytls,  or  other  gems, 
fet  in  gold.” 


Mi  seal- 
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t;  j  i;  ?  ■  * 

Furious  Particulars  relative  to  the 
Religion  of  the  Mexicans. — From 
the  Hifory  of  Mexico,  by  Abbe 
D.  F.  S.  Clavigero,  tranjlated 
from  the  Original  Italian  by  C. 
Cullen,  Efq . 

Fir/l,  concerning  their  different  Re¬ 
ligious  Orders. 

MONGST  the  different  or¬ 
ders  or  congregations  both 
of  men  and  women,  who  dedicated 
themfeives  to  the  worfhip  of  fome 
particular  gods,  that  of*  Quetzal- 
coatl  is  worthy  to  he  mentioned. 
The  life  Jed  in  the  colleges  or  mo- 
naileries  of  either  fex,  which  were 
devoted  to  t  la  is  imaginary  god,  was 
uncommonly  rigid  and  a  u  fie  re.  The 
drefs  of  the  order  was  extremely 
decent  ;  they  bathed  regularly  at 
midnight,  and  watched  until  about 
two  hours  before  day,  finging  hymns 
to  their  god,  and  obferving  many 
rules  of  an  aullere  life.  They  were 
at  liberty  to  go  to  the  mountains 
at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night, 
to  1  pill  their  blood  j  this  was  per¬ 
mitted  them  from  a  refpe6l  to  the 
virtue  which  they  were  all  thought 
to  poflefs.  The  fuperiors  of  the 
monatleries  bore  alfo  the  name  of 
Quetzalcoatl,  and  were  perfons  of 
Inch  high  authority,  that  they  vifit- 
ed  none  but  the  king  when  it  was 
neceflary.  The  members  of  this 
religious  order  were  deltined  to  it 
from  their  infancy.  The  parents  of 


the  child  invited  the  fuperior  to  an 
entertainment,  who  ufually  deputed 
one  of  his  fubjedts.  The  deputy 
brought  the  child  to  him,  upon 
which  he  took  the  boy  in  his  arms, 
and  offered  him  with  a  prayer  to 
Quetzalcoatl,  and  put  a  collar  a- 
bout  his  neck,  which  was  to  be 
worn  until  he  was  feven  years  old. 
When  the  boy  completed  hfs  fecond 
year,  the  fuperior  made  a  fmall  in- 
cifion  in  his  breafl,  which,  like  the 
collar,  was  another  mark  of  his 
deltination.  As  foon  as  the  boy 
attained  his  feventh  year,  he  en¬ 
tered  into  the  monaftery,  having 
firfl  heard  a  long  difcourfe  from  his 
parents,  in  which  they  advertifed 
him  of  the  vow  which  they  had 
made  to  Quetzalcoatl,  and  exhorted 
him  to  fulfil  it,  to  behave  well,  to 
fubmit  himfelf  to  his  prelate,  and 
to  pray  to  the  gods  for  his  parents 
and  the  whole  nation.  This  order 
was  called  Flamacazcajotl ,  and  the 
members  of  it  Elamacazque. 

Another  order,  which  was  called 
\ Telpochtliztli ,  or  the  youths,  on 
account  of  its  being  com po fed  of 
youths  and  boys,  was  confecrated  to 
Tezcatlipoca.  T  his  was  alfo  a  def- 
tination  from  infancy,  attended  with 
ahnoft  the  fame  ceremonies  as  that 
of  Quetzalcoatl ;  however,  they  did 
not  live  together  in  one  communi¬ 
ty,  but  each  individual  had  his  own 
home.  In  every  diftridt  of  the  city 
they  had  a  fuperior,  who  governed 
them,  and  a  houfe  where  they  af- 


*  Quetzalcoatl,  or  Feathered  Serpent,  god  of  the  air. 


fembled 
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fembled  at  fun-fet  to  dance  and  fing 
the  praifes  of  their  god.  Both  fexes 
met  at  this  dance,  but  without  com¬ 
mitting  the  fmalleft  diforder,  owing 
to  the  vigilance  of  the  fuperiors,  and 
the  rigour  with  which  all  mifde- 
meanors  were  punifhed. 

Among  the  Totonacas  was  an  or¬ 
der  of  monks  devoted  to  their  god* 
defs  *  Centeotl.  They  lived  in  great 
retirement  and  aufterity,  and  their 
life,  excepting  their  fuperftition  and 
vanity,  was  perfectly  unimpeacha¬ 
ble.  None  but  men  above  fixty 
years  of  age  who  were  widowers, 
eftranged  from  all  commerce  with 
women,  and  of  virtuous  life,  were 
admitted  into  this  monaftery.  Their 
numbers  were  fixed,  and  when  any 
one  died  another  was  received  in 
his  Head.  Thefe  monks  were  fo 
much  efteemed,  that  they  were  not 
only  confulted  by  the  common  peo¬ 
ple,  but  likewife  by  the  firft  no¬ 
bility  and  the  high-prieft.  They 
liftened  to  confuitations  fitting  up¬ 
on  their  heels,  with  their  eyes  fixed 
upon  the  ground,  and  their  anfwers 
were  received  like  oracles  even  by 
the  kings  of  Mexico.  They  were 
employed  in  making  hiftorical  paint¬ 
ings,  which  they  gave  to  the  high- 
prieft  that  he  might  exhibit  them 
to  the  people.” 

Concerning  the  common  Sacrifice  of 
human  Vidims, 

“  But  the  mod  important  duty 
of  the  priefthood,and  the  chief  cere¬ 
mony  of  the  religion  of  the  Mexi¬ 
cans,  confided  in  the  facrifices  which 
they  made  occafionally  to  obtain 
any  favour  from  Heaven,  or  in  gra¬ 
titude  for  thofe  favours  which  they 

*  The  goddefs  of  the  earth,  and  of 
(he  who  fupports  us. 


had  already  received.  This  is  a 
fubjeCt  which  we  would  willingly 
pafs  over,  if  the  laws  of  hiftory  per¬ 
mitted,  to  prevent  the  difguft  which 
the  defcription  of  fuch  abominable 
a<5ts  of  cruelty  muft  c^ufe  to  our 
readers  ♦  for  although  there  has 
hardly  been  a  nation  which  has  not 
pra&ifed  fimilar  facrifices,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  one  which  has 
carried  them  to  fo  great  an  excels 
as  the  Mexicans  appear  to  have 
done. 

We  are  ignorant  what  fort  of  fa¬ 
crifices  may  have  been  praftifed  by 
the  ancient  Toltecas.  The  Che- 
chemecas  continued  long  without 
ufing  them,  having  at  firft  neither 
idols,  temples,  nor  priefts,  nor  of¬ 
fering  any  thing  to  their  gods,  the 
Sun  and  Moon,  but  herbs,  flowers, 
fruits  and  copal.  Thofe  nations 
never  thought  of  faCrificing  human 
vidims,  until  the  example  of  the 
Mexicans  baniflied  the  firft  impref- 
fions  of  nature  from  their  minds. 
What  they  report  touching  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  fuch  barbarous  facrifices  we 
have  already  explained  ;  namely, 
that  which  appears  in  their  hiftory 
concerning  the  firft  facrifice  of  the 
four  Xochimilcan  prifoners  which 
they  made  when  in  Colhuacan.  It 
is  probable,  that  at  the  time  when 
the  Mexicans  were  infulated  in  the 
lake,  and  particularly  while  they 
remained  fubjed  to  the  dominion  of 
the  Tepanecas,  the  facrifice  of  hu¬ 
man  vidims  muft  have  happened 
very  feldom,  as  they  neither  had 
prifoners,  nor  could  purchafe  (laves 
for  facrifices.  But  when  they  had 
enlarged  their  dominions,  and  mul¬ 
tiplied  their  victories,  facrifices  be¬ 
came  frequent,  and  on  Come  fefti- 
vals  the  vidims  were  numerous. 

corn,  called  Jikewif*  Topacajohua ,  i.  f* 
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The  facrifices  varied  with  refpe£l 
to  the  number,  place,  and  inode, 
according  to  the  circumdances  of 
the  feftival.  In  general  the  vi^ims 
differed  death  by  having  their  breads 
opened  ;  but  others  were  drowned 
in  the  lake,  others  died  of  hunger 
fhut  up  in  caverns  of  the  mountains, 
and  ladly,  fome  fell  in  the  gladia- 
torian  facrifice.  The  cudomary 
place  was  the  temple,  in  the  upper 
area  of  which  (food  the  altar  def¬ 
ined  for  ordinary  facrifices.  The 
altar  of  the  greater  temple  of  Mex¬ 
ico  was  a  green  done,  (probably 
jafper)  convex  above,  and  about 
three  feet  high,  and  as  many  broad, 
and  more  than  five  feet  long.  The 
ufual  miniders  of  the  facrifice  were 
fix  prieds,  the  chief  of  whom  was 
the  Topi/tzin ,  whofe  dignity  was 
pre-eminent  and  hereditary  ;  but 
at  every  facrifice  he  affunted  the 
name  of  that  god  to  whom  it  was 
made.  For  the  performance  of  this 
function,  he  was  clothed  in  a  red 
habit,  limilar  in  make  to  the  fca- 
p.ulary  of  the  moderns,  fringed  with 
cotton  ;  on  his  head  he  wore  a 
crown  of  green  and  yellow  feathers, 
at  his  ears  hung  golden  ear-rings 
and  green  jewels,  (perhaps  eme¬ 
ralds),  and  at  his  under-lip  a  pen¬ 
dant  of  turquoife.  The  other  five 
miniders  were  drelfed  in  white  ha¬ 
bits  of  the  fame  make,  but  em¬ 
broidered  with  black  ;  their  hair 
was  wrapped  up,  their  heads  were 
bound  with  leathern  thongs,  their 
foreheads  armed  with  little  fUields 
of  paper  painted  of  various  colours, 
and  their  bodies  dyed  ail  over 
black.  Thefe  barbarous  miniders 
carried  the  vidliin  entirely  naked 
to  the  upper  area  of  the  temple, 
and  after  haying  pointed  out  to  the 
bydanders  the  idol  to  whom  the  fa¬ 
crifice  was  made,  that  they  might 
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pay  their  adoration  to  it,  extended 
him  upon  the  altar  ;  four  prieds 
held  his  legs  and  arms,  and  another 
kept  his  head  firm  with  a  wooden 
indrument  made  in  form  of  a  coiled 
ferpent,  which  was  put  about  his 
neck  ;  and  on  account  of  the  altar 
being  convex,  the  body  of  the  vic¬ 
tim  lay  arched,  the  bread  and  belly 
being  raifed  up  and  totally  prevented 
from  the  lead  movement.  The  in¬ 
human  Topiltzin  then  approached, 
and  with  a  cutting  knife  made  of 
flint,  dexteroudy  opened  his  bread 
and  tore  out  his  heart,  which,  while 
yet  palpitating,  he  offered  to  the 
fyn,  and  afterwards  threw  it  at  the 
feet  of  the  idol  ;  then  taking  it  up 
again  he  offered  it  to  the  idol  it- 
felf,  and  afterwards  burned  it,  pre^ 
ferving  the  allies  with  the  utmoft; 
veneration.  If  the  idol  was  gigan¬ 
tic  and  hollow,  it  was  ufual  to  in¬ 
troduce  the  heart  of  the  vi&im  into 
its  mouth  with  a  golden  fpoon.  It 
was  cudomary  alio  to  anoint  the 
lips  of  the  idol  and  the  cornices  of 
the  door  of  the  fandfuary  with  the 
vidim’s  blood.  If  he  was  a  pri- 
foner  of  war,  as  foon  as  he  was  fa¬ 
ct  ificed  they  cut  off  his  head  to  pre- 
ferve  the  fkull,  and  threw  the  body 
down  the  dairs  to  the  lower  area, 
where  it  was  taken  up  by  the  officer 
or  foldier  to  whom  the  prifoner  had 
belonged,  and  carried  to  his  houfe 
to  be  boiled  and  drelfed  as  an  en¬ 
tertainment  for  his  friends.  If  he 
was  not  a  priloner  of  war,  but  a 
(lave  purchased  tor  a  facrifice,  the 
proprietor  carried  off  the  carcafe 
from  the  altar  for  the  fame  purpoie. 
They  eat  only  the  legs,  thighs,  and 
arms,  and  burned  the  red,  or  pre- 
ferved  it  for  food  to  the  wild  beads 
or  birds  of  prey  which  were  kept  in 
the  royal  palaces.  The  Otomies, 
after  having  killed  the  victim,  tore 
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the  body  in  pieces,  which  they  fold 
at  market.  The  Zapotecas  facri- 
ficed  men  to  their  gods,  women  to 
their  goddefTes,  And  children  to  lome 
other  diminurive  deities, 

T  his  was  the  mod  common  mode 
of  facrifice,  but  often  attended  with 
fome  circumftances  of  ftill  greater 
cruelty,  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter 
other  kinds  of  facrifices  which  they 
ufed  were  much  lefs  frequent.  At 
the  feftival  of  Teteoinan ,  the  woman 
who  reprefented  this  goddefs  was 
beheaded  on  the  fhoulders  of  an¬ 
other  woman.  At  the  feftival  of 
the  arrival  of  the  gods,  they  put  the 
victims  to  death  by  fire.  At  one  of 
the  feftivals  made  in  honour  of  Tla- 
loc,  they  facrificed  two  children  of 
both  fexes  by  drowning  them  in  a 
certain  place  of  the  lake.  At  an¬ 
other  feftival  of  the  fame  god,  they 
purchaled  three  little  boys  of  fix  or 
leven  years  of  age,  fbut  them  up 
inhumanly  in  a  cavern,  and  left 
them  to  die  of  fear  and  hunger.’’ 

Concerning  theGiadiatorianSacrifice. 

“  The  moft  celebrated  facrifice 
among  the  Mexicans  was  that  called 
by  the  Spaniards  with  much  pro¬ 
priety  the  gladiatorian.  This  was 
a  very  honourable  death,  and  only 
prifoners  who  were  renowned  tor 
their  bravery  were  permitted  to  die 
by  it.  Near  to  the  greater  temple 
of  large  cities,  in  an  open  fpace 
of  ground  fufficient  to  contain  an 
immenfe  crowd  of  people,  was  a 
round  terrace,  eight  feet  high,  up¬ 
on  which  was  placed  a  large  round 


ftone,  refembling  a  mill-ftone  in 
figure,  but  greatly  larger,  and  al- 
moft  three  feet  high,  well  polifhed 
with  figures  cut  upon  it*.  On  this 
ftone,  which  was  called  the  Tema - 
lacatly  the  prifoner  was  placed,  arm¬ 
ed  with  a  ihield  and  a  fhort  fword, 
and  tied  by  one  foot.  A  Mexican  of¬ 
ficer  or  foldier,  better  accoutred  in 
arms,  mounted  to  combat  with  him. 
Every  one  will  be  able  to  imagine 
the  efforts  made  by  the  defperate 
vidtim  to  defend  his  life,  and  alfo 
thofe  of  the  Mexican  to  fave  his 
honour  and  reputation,  before  the 
multitude  of  people  that  affembled 
at  fuch  a  fpedlacle.  If  the  prifoner 
remained  vanquifhed,  immediately 
a  prielt  named  Chalchiuhtepehua , 
carried  him  dead  or  alive  to  the  al¬ 
tar  of  the  common  facrifices,  open¬ 
ed  his  breaft,  and  took  out  his 
heart,  while  the  vidfor  was  ap¬ 
plauded  by  the  aftembly,  and  re¬ 
warded  by  the  king  with  fome  mi¬ 
litary  honour.  But  if  the  prifoner 
conquered  fix  different  combatants* 
who  came  fucceftively  to  fight  with 
him,  agreeable  to  the  account  given 
by  the  conqueror  Cortes,  he  was 
granted  his  life,  his  liberty,  and  all 
that  had  been  taken  from  him,  and 
returned  with  glory  to  his  native- 
country  *.  The  fame  author  re¬ 
lates,  that  in  a  battle  between  the 
Cholulans  and  Huexotzincas,  the 
principal  lord  of  Cholula  grew  fo 
warm  in  the  conteft,  that  ha  vine 

.  O 

inadvertently  removed  to  a  great 
diftance  from  his  own  people  he  was 
made  prifoner  in  fpite  of  his  bravery, 
and  condudled  toHuexotzinco,  where 


*  Several  hiftorians  fay,  that  when  the  firft  combatant  was  overcome  the  prifoner 
became  free  ;  but  we  are  rather  inclined  to  credit  the  conqueror  j  for  it  is  not 
probable,  that  they  would  liberate  a  prifoner  for  fo  fcnall  a  riik  who  might  fiiii 
prove  deUrudtive  to  them,  or  that  they  would  deprive  their  gods  of  a  victim  id 
acceptable  to  thfir  cruelty, 

bein? 
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being  put  upon  the  gladiatorian 
ftone,  he  Conquered  feven  combat¬ 
ants  which  were  oppofed  to  him,  and 
gained  his  liberty  ;  but  the  Huexot- 
zincas  forefeeing,  that  on  account  of 
his  lingular  coura  e  he  would  be¬ 
come  the  caufe  of  manydifafters  to 
them  if  they  granted  him  his  liberty, 
put  him  to  death  contrary  to  uni- 
verlal  cuftom  ;  by  which  a£t  they 
rendered  themfelves  eternally  infa¬ 
mous  among  thole  nations. 

With  refpedt  to  the  number  of  the 
victims  which  were  annually  facri- 
ticed  we  can  affirm  nothing  ;  the 
opinions  of  hiftorians  on  that  head 
being  extremely  different  *.  The 
number  of  twenty  thoufand,  which 
is  conjectured  to  approach  the  near- 
eft  to  truth,  does  not  appear  to  us 
improbable,  if  v/e  include  in  it  all 
the  victims  which  were  facrificed 
throughout  the  whole  empire;  but 
if  that  number  comprehends,  as 
fome  hiftorians  aflert,  the  infants 
only,  or  the  victims  which  were  fa¬ 
crificed  on  the  mountain  Tepeyacac, 
or  in  the  capital,  we  think  it  al¬ 
together  incredible.  It  is  certain, 
that  the  number  of  laciifices  was 
not  limited,  but  always  proportion¬ 


ed  either  to  the  number  of  prifoners 
which  were  made  in  war,  to  the 
neceffities  of  the  ftate,  or  the  nature 
of  the  feftivals,  as  appears  from  the 
dedication  of  the  greater  temple  of 
Mexico,  on  which  oecafion  the  cru¬ 
elty  of  the  Mexicans  exceeded  all 
bounds  of  belief.  It  is  not,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  doubted,  that  the  iacri- 
fices  were  very  numerous ;  the  con- 
quefts  of  the  Mexicans  having  been 
extremely  rapid,  and  as  their  aim 
in  war  was  not  fo  much  to  kill  as 
to  make  prifoners  of  the  enemy  for 
this  purpofe.  If  to  thefe  victims 
we  add  the  (laves  which  were  pur- 
chafed  for  the  lame  end,  and  many 
criminals  who  were  condemned  to 
expiate  their  crimes  by  the  facri- 
fice  of  their  lives,  we  fhall  find  the 
number  greatly  exceed  that  com¬ 
puted  by  Las  Cafas,  who  was  too 
anxious  to  exculpate  the  Americans 
of  ail  the  excefles  of  which  they  were 
accufed  by  the  Spaniards  +.  The 
facrifices  multiplied  in  Divine  yz ars, 
and  ftill  more  in  Secular  years. 

The  Mexicans  were  accu Homed 
at  their  feftivals  to  clothe  the  vic¬ 
tim  in  the  lame  drefs  and  badges 
in  which  they  drefted  that  god  to 


#  Zumarraga,  the  firft  bilhop  of  Mexico,  fays,  in  a  letter  of  the  12th  of  June, 
*531,  addrelkd  to  the  general  chapter  of  his  order,  that  in  that  capital  alone 
twenty  thoufand  human  victims  were  annually  lacrificed,  Some  authors,  quoted 
by  Gomara,  affirm,  that  the  number  of  the  facrificed  amounted  to  fifty  thoufand, 
Acofta  writes,  that  there  was  a  certain  day  of  the  year  on  which  five  thoufand 
were  facrificed  in  different  places  of  the  empire;  and  another  day  on  which  they 
facrificed  twenty  thoufand.  Some  authors  believe,  that  on  the  mountain  Te¬ 
peyacac  alone,  twenty  thoufand  were  facrificed  to  the  goddefs  Tonantzin.  Tor- 
quemada,  in  quoting,  though  unfaithfully,  the  letter  of  Zumarraga,  lays,  that 
there  were  twenty  thoufand  infants  annually  facrificed.  But  on  the  contrary, 
Las  Cafas,  in  his  refutation  of  the  bloody  book,  wsote  by  Dr.  Sepulveda,  reduces 
the  facrifices  to  fo  fmall  a  number,  that  we  are  left  to  believe,  they  amounted  not 
to  fifty,  01  at  molt  not  to  a  hundred.  We  are  firongly  of  opinion,  that  all  thefe 
authors  have  erred  in  the  number,  Las  Cafas  by  diminution,  the  reft  by  exaggera¬ 
tion  of  the  truth. 

-J-  We  cannot  account  whv  Las  Cafas,  who,  in  his  writings,  makes  ufe  of  the 
teitimcny  of  Zumarraga,  and  other  churchmen,  againft  the  conquerors,  fhould 
aftei  wards  fo  openly  contradiSl  them  refpe&ing  the  number  of  the  facrifices, 

whom 
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whom  the  facrifice  was  made  ;  thus 
habited,  the  vidtim  went  round  the 
city  demanding  aims  for  the  tem¬ 
ple,  accompanied  with  a  guard  of 
foldiers.  If  any  one  accidentally 
made  his  efcape,  the  corporal  of  the 
guard  was  fubftituted  in  his  dead  as 
a  punifhment  for  his  careleffnefs. 
They  ufed  alfo  to  feed  and  fatten 
the  victims,  as  they  did  feveral  ani¬ 
mals  for  the  table. 

The  religion  of  the  Mexicans  was 
not  confined  to  thefe  facrifices ;  of¬ 
ferings  were  made  of  various  kinds 
of  animals.  They  facrificed  quails 
and  falcons  to  their  god  Huitzilo- 
pochtli,  .and  hares,  rabbits,  deer, 
and  coyotos  to  their  god  Mixcoatl. 
They  daily  made  an  offering  of 
quails  to  the  fun.  Every  day  as 
the  fun  was  about  to  rile,  feveral 
priefts,  {landing  on  the  upper  area 
of  the  temple,  with  their  faces  to¬ 
wards  the  eaft,  each  with  a  quail  in 
his  hand,  faiuted  that  luminary’s 
appearance  with  mufic,  3nd  made 
an  offering  of  the  quails  after  cut¬ 
ting  off  their  heads.  This  facrifice 
was  fucceeded  by  the  burning  of 
incenfe,  with  a  loud  accompaniment 
of  mufical  inftruments. 

In  acknowledgment  of  the  power 
of  their  gods  they  alfo  made  offer¬ 
ings  of  various  kinds  of  plants, 
flowers,  jewels,  gums,  and  other 
inanimate  fubflances.  To  their  gods 
*Tlaloc  and  fCoatlicue  they  offered 
the  firfl-blown  flowers  ;  and  to  Cen- 
teotl,  the  fir  ft  maize  of  every  year. 
They  made  oblations  of  bread,  va¬ 
rious  paftes,  and  ready-drefled  vic¬ 
tuals  in  fuch  abundance,  as  to  be 
luflicient  to  fupply  all  ihe  miniflers 
of  the  temple.  Every  morning  were 
feen  at  the  foot  of  the  altars  in¬ 
numerable  diflies  and  porringers  of 

#  The  god  of  water. 
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boiling  food,  that  the  fleams  arifing 
from  them  might  reach  the  noftrils 
of  the  idols,  and  nourifh  their  im¬ 
mortal  gods. 

The  molt  frequent  oblation,  how¬ 
ever,  was  that  of  copal.  All  daily 
burned  incenfe  to  their  idols  ;  no 
houfe  was  without  cenfers.  The 
priefts  in  the  temple,  fathers  of 
families  in  their  houles,  and  judges 
in  their  tribunals,  whenever  they 
pronounced  fentence  in  an  impor¬ 
tant  caufe,  whether  civil  or  crimi¬ 
nal,  offered  incenfe  to  the  four  prin¬ 
cipal  winds.  But  incenfe-offering 
among  the  Mexicans,  and  other  na¬ 
tions  of  Anahuac,  was  not  only  an 
a<5t  of  religion  towards  their  gods, 
but  alfo  a  piece  of  civil  courtefy  to 
lords  and  ambafladors. 

The  fuperllition  and  cruelties  of 
the  Mexicans  were  imitated  by  all 
the  nations  which  they  conquered, 
or  that  were  contiguous  to  the  em¬ 
pire,  without  any  difference,  ex¬ 
cept  that  the  number  of  facrifices 
among.it  thofe  nations  was  lefs,  and 
that  particular  circumftances  fome- 
tinies  attended  them.  The  Tlafca- 
lans,  at  one  of  their  feftivals,  fixed 
a  prifoner  to  a  high  crofs,  and  fliot 
arrows  at  him  ;  and  upon  another 
occafion,  they  tied  a  prifoner  to  a 
low  crofs,  and  killed  him  by  the 
baflinado. 

The  facrifices  celebrated  every 
fourth  year  by  the  Quauhtiilans  in 
honour  of  the  god  of  fire,  were  in¬ 
human  and  dreadful.  A  day  before 
the  feftival,  they  planted  fix  very 
lofty  trees  in  the  under  area  of  the 
temple,  facrificed  two  flaves.  drip¬ 
ped  their  fkins  off,  and  took  out 
the  bones  of  their  thighs.  The  next 
day  two  eminent  priefts,  clothed 
themfelves  in  the  bloody  fkins,  took 

f  Goddefs  of  flowers. 
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the  bones  in  their  hands,  and  de¬ 
scended  with  Solemn  fteps  and  dif- 
mal  bowlings,  down  the  ftairs  of  the 
temple.  The  people  who  were  af- 
iembled  in  crowds  below,  called  out 
in  a  loud  voice,  “  Behold  there 
come  our  gods.”  As  foon  as  they 
reached  the  lower  area,  they  began 
a  dance  to  the  found  of  mufical  in- 
llruments,  which  lafted  the  greateft 
part  of  the  day.  In  the  mean-while, 
the  people  fiacrificed  an  incredible 
quantity  of  quails,  the  number  of 
them  being  never  iefs  than  eight 
tboufand.  When  thefe  facrifices 
were  over,  the  pr Jells  carried  fix 
prifoners  to  the  tops  of  the  trees, 
and  after  tying  them  there,  de¬ 
fended  ;  but  they  had  hardly  time 
to  reach  the  ground,  before  the  un¬ 
happy  victims  were  pierced  with  a 
multitude  of  arrows.  The  priefts 
mounted  again  to  cut  down  the  dead 
bodies,  and  let  them  drop  from  the 
height ;  immediately  their  breafts 
were  opened,  and  their  hearts  torn 
out,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  thefe 
people.  The  vidims  as  well  as  the 
quails  were  fhared  among  the  priefts 
and  nobles  of  that  city,  for  the  ban¬ 
quets  whichcrowned  their  barbarous 
and  deteftable  feftival.” 

Concerning  the  Aujierities  and  Fajl- 
ing  of  the  Mexicans. 

**  While  they  were  thus  cruel  to 
others,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  they 
likewise  pradifed  inhumanity  to¬ 
wards  themfelves  Being  accuftom- 
ed  to  bloody  facrifices  of  their  pri¬ 
soner**  they  alfo  failed  not  to  ftied 
abundance  of  their  own  blood,  con¬ 
ceiving  the  ftreams  which  flowed 
from  their  vidims  infufficient  to 


quench  the  diabolical  thirft  of  their 
gods.  It  makes  one  fhudder  to  read 
the  aufterities  which  they  exerc  fed 
upon  themfelves,  either  in  atone¬ 
ment  of  their  tranfgreflions,  or  in 
preparation  for  their  feftivais,  They 
mangled  their  flefli  as  if  it  had  been 
infenfible,  and  let  their  blood  run 
in  fuch  profusion.,  that  it  appeared 
to  be  a  fuperfluous  fluid  of  the  body. 

The  effufion  of  blood  was  fre¬ 
quent  and  daily  with  fome  of  the 
priefts,  to  which  pradice  they  gave 
the  name  of  Tlamacazqui.  They- 
pierced  themfelves  with  the  ftiarpeft 
fpines  of  the  aloe,  and  bored  feve- 
ral  parts  of  their  bodies,  particu¬ 
larly  their  ears,  lips,  tongue,  and 
the  fat  of  their  arms  and  legs. 
Through  the  holes  which  they  made 
with  thefe  fpines,  they  introduced 
pieces  of  cane,  the  firft  of  which 
were  fmall  pieces,  but  every  time 
this  penitential  fuffering  was  re¬ 
peated,  a  thicker  piece  was  ufed. 
The  blood  which  flowed  from  them 
was  carefully  colleded  in  leaves  of 
the  plant  acxojatl  *.  They  fixed 
the  bloody  fpines  in  little  balls  of 
hay,  which  they  expofed  upon  the 
battlements  of  the  walls  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  to  teftify  the  penance  which 
they  did  for  the  people.  Thofe 
who  exercifed  fuch  feverities  upon 
themfelves  within  the  inclofure  of 
the  greater  temple  of  Mexico,  bath¬ 
ed  themfelves  in  a  pond  that  was 
formed  there,  which  from  being  al¬ 
ways  tinged  with  blood  was  called 
Ezapan.  There  was  a  certain  fixed 
number  of  canes  to  be  made  ufe  of 
on  this  occafion,  which  after  being 
once  ufed  were  prefer ved  as  attefta- 
tions  of  their  penitence.  Befides 
thofe  and  other  auftere  practices  of 


*  Acxojatl  is  3  tree  of  feveral  upright  Items,  with  long  leaves,  which  are 
ftrong  and  fymmetrically  difpoled.  They  made  formerly  and  ftill  make  excellent 

bjooms  of  this  plant. 
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which  we  fliall  treat  fhortly,  watch¬ 
ing  and  fading  was  very  frequent 
amongft  the  Mexicans.  A  fedival 
hardly  occurred  for  which  they  did 
not  prepare  themfelves  with  fading 
for  fome  days,  more  or  led,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  profcriptions  of  their  ri¬ 
tual.  From  all  that  is  to  be  in¬ 
ferred  from  their  hidory,  their  fad¬ 
ing  confided  in  abdaining  from 
flefh  and  wine,  and  in  eating  but 
once  a  day;  this  fome  did  at  mid¬ 
day,  others  after  that  time,  and 
fome  taded  nothing  till  evening. 
Fading  was  generally  accompanied 
with  watching  and  the  effufion  of 
blood,  and  then  no  oerfon  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  have  commerce  with  any 
woman,  not  even  with  his  own  wife. 

Some  fads  were  general  and  ob- 
ferved  by  the  whole  people;  name¬ 
ly,  the  fad  of  five  days  belore  the 
fedival  of  Mixcoatl,  which  was  ob- 
ferved  even  bv  children  ;  the  fad 
of  four  days  before  the  fedival  of 
Tezcatlipoca,  and  alfo,  as  we  fuf- 
pedt,  that  which  was  made  previous 
to  the  fedival  of  the  fun*.  During 
this  fad  the  king  retired  into  a 
certain  place  of  the  temple,  where 
he  watched  and  fhed  blood,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  cudom  of  his  nation 
Any  other  fads  bound  only  particu¬ 
lar  individuals,  luch  as  that  which 
was  obfevved  by  the  proprietors  of 
Vi&ims  the  day  before  a  facrifice. 
The  proprietors  of  priloners  which 
were  facrificed  to  the  god  Xipe, 
faded  twenty  days.  The  nobles  as 
well  as  the  king  had  a  houfe  wiihin 
the  precindts  of  the  temple,  con¬ 
taining  numerous  chambers,  where 
they  occafionally  retired  to  do  pe¬ 
nance.  On  one  of  the  fedivals,  all 


1  25 

thofe  perfons  who  exercifed  public 
offices,  after  their  daily  duty  was 
over,  retired  theie  at  evening  for 
this  purpofe.  In  the  third  month 
the  Tlamacazqui,  or  penance-doers 
watched  every  night ;  and  in  the 
fourth  month  they  were  attended 
in  their  duty  by  the  nobility. 

In  Mixteta,  where  there  were 
many  monaderies,  the  fird  born  fnns 
of  lords,  before  they  took  pofieifion 
of  their  eftates,  were  fubjedted  to  a 
rigorous  penance  during  a  whole 
year.  They  condudted  the  heir 
with  a  numerous  attendance  to  a 
monadery,  where  they  dripped  off 
his  garmenrs,  and  clothed  him  in 
rags  daubed  over  with  oils,  or  elaf- 
tic  gum,  rubbed  his  face,  belly,, 
and  back,  with  ftinking  herbs,  and 
delivered  a  fmall  iaunce  of  itzth  to 
him,  that  he  might  draw  his  own 
biood.  They  reitridted  him  to  a 
very  abdemious  diet,  fubjedted  him 
to  the  harded  labours,  and  punifa- 
ed  him  feverely  for  any  failure  ittt 
duty.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  af¬ 
ter  being  wafhed  and  cleanfed  by 
four  girls,  with  fweet-fcented  wa¬ 
ter,  he  was  recondudted  to  his  houfe 
with  great  pomp  and  mufic, 

In  the  principal  temple  of  Teo- 
huacan,  four  prieds  condantly  re- 
fided,  who  were  famous  for  the  auf- 
terity  of  their  lives.  Their  drefs 
was  the  fame  with  that  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people;  their  diet  was  limited 
to  a  lcjaf  of  maize  of  about  two 
ounces  in  weight,  and  a  cup  of 
atolli ,  or  gruel,  made  of  the  fame 
grain.  Every  night  two  of  them 
kept  watch,  employing  their  time 
in  finging  hymns  to  their  gods,  in 
offering  incenfe,  which  they  did 


#  The  faft  which  was  held  in  honour  of  the  fun  was  called  Netonatiubzahuaht 
or  NetonatiubzabualitzJi.  Dr.  Hernandez  fays,  it  was  held  every  two  hundred, 
or  three  hundred  days.  We  fufpeft  that  it  was  kept  on  the  day  I  Qlin,  which 
occurred  every  two  hundred  and  fixty  days. 
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four  tunes  during  the  night,  and 
in  iliedding  their  blood  upon  the 
Hones  of  the  temple.  Their  falling 
was  continual  during  the  four  years 
which  they  petfevered  in  that  life* 
except  upon  days  of  fellival,  one  of 
which  happened  every  month,  when 
they  were  at  iiberty  to  eat  as  much 
as  they  pleafed  ;  but  in  preparation 
for  every  fellival,  they  pradtifed  the 
ufual  auftere  rules,  boring  their  ears 
with  the  fpines  of  the  aloe,  and 
palling  little  pieces  of  cane  through 
the  holes  to  the  number  of  lixiy, 
all  of  which  differed  in  thicknefs 
sn  the  manner  above  mentioned. 
At  the  end  of  four  years,  other 
four  priells  were  introduced  to  lead 
she  fame  kind  of  life  ;  and  if  be¬ 
fore  the  completion  of  that  term 
any  one  of  them  happened  to  die, 
another  was  fubfiituted  in  his  place, 
that  the  number  might  never  be 
incomplete.  Thefe  priells  were  lo 
high  in  refpedt  and  efteem  as  to  be 
held  in  veneration  even  by  the  kings 
of  Mexico:  but  woe  unto  him  who 
violated  his  chafiity  ;  for,  if  after 
a  ilridt  examination  the  crime  was 
proved,  he  was  killed  by  ballinados, 
his  body  was  burned,  and  his  afhes 
icattered  to  the  winds. 

Upon  occafion  of  any  public  ca* 
lamity,  the  Mexican  high-priell  al¬ 
ways  obferved  a  moft  extraordinary 
fait.  For  this  purpofe  he  retired 
to  a  wood,  where  he  conilrudled 
a  hut  for  himfelf,  covered  with 
branches,  which  were  always  frelh 
and  green  ;  as  whenever  the  fir  ft 
became  dry,  new  ones  were  fpread 
in  their  place.  Shut  up  in  this  hut 
he  palTed  nine  or  ten  months  in 
conilant  prayer  and  frequent  effu- 


fions  of  blood,  deprived  of  all  com¬ 
munication  with  men,  and  without 
any  other  food  than  raw  maize  and 
water.  This  fall  was  not  indifpen- 
fable,  nor  did  all  the  high- priells 
obferve  it ;  nor  did  thofe  who  at¬ 
tempted  it  ever  do  it  more  than 
once  in  their  lives  •  and  certainly 
it  is  not  probable,  that  thofe  who 
furvived  fo  rigorous  and  long  am 
abllinence,  were  ever  able  to  re¬ 
peat  it. 


Concerning  the  Rites  obferved  by  the 
Mexicans  upon  the  Birth  of  their 
Children . — From  the  fame  Work. 

“  A  S  foon  as  a  child  was  born, 
Jl  \  the  midwife,  after  cutting 
the  navel*  firing,  and  burying  the 
fecundine,  bathed  it,  faying  thefe 
words  ;  Receive  the  water  ;  for  the 
^s^/<?/TCha!chiuhcueje*.y  thy  mother. 
May  this  bath  cleanfe  the  fpots  which 
thou  beareji  from  the  womb  of  thy 
mother ,  purify  thy  heart ,  and  give  thee 
a  good  and  per  fed  life.  Then  ad- 
drelling  her  prayer  to  that  goddefs, 
ihe  demanded  in  fimilar  words  the 
fame  favour  from  her  ;  and  taking 
up  the  water  again  with  her  right 
hand,  fhe  blew  upon  it,  and  wet 
the  mouth,  head,  and  breaft  of  the 
child  with  it,  and  after  bathing  the 
whole  of  its  body,  fhe  faid  :  May 
the  invifible  God  defcend  upon  this 
water ,  and  cleanfe  thee  of  every  Jin 
and  impurity ,  and  free  thee  from  evil 
fortune:  and  then  turning  to  the 
child,  Ihe  fpoke  to  it  thus:  Lovely 
c  h  ild,  the  gods  f  O  m  e  t  e  u  dt  1  i  a  nd  Orri  e- 
cihuati  have  created  thee  in  the  high- 

o 

efi  place  of  heavenf  in  order  to  fend 


*  Goddefs  of  water,  and  companion  to  Flaloc,  mentioned  in  page  143  ante, 
f  The  former  was  a  god  and  the  latter  a  goddefs,  who  they  pretended  dwelt  in 
a  magnificent  city  in  heaven,  abounding  with  delights,  3nd  there  watched  over  the 
world,  and  gave  to  mortals  their  wilhes  ;  the  tuft  to  men,  the  latter  to  women. 

thee 
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thee  into  the  world ;  but  know  that 
the  life  on  which  thou  art  entering  is 
fad ,  painjufand full  of  uneaftnefsand 
miferies  :  nor  wt/t  thou  be  able  to  eat 
thy  bread  without  labour  :  May  God 
uffijl  thee  in  the  many  adv  erf  ties 
which  await  thee.  This  ceremony 
was  concluded  with  congratulations 
to  the  parents  and  relations  of  the 
child.  If  it  was  the  fon  of  the  king, 
or  of  any  great  lord,  the  chief  of 
his  fubje&s  came  to  congratulate 
the  father,  and  to  wifli  the  higheft 
profperity  to  the  child  *. 

When  the  fir  ft  bathing  was  done, 
the  diviners  were  confulted  con¬ 
cerning  the  fortune  of  the  child, 
for  which  purpofe  they  were  in¬ 
formed  of  the  day  and  hour  of  its 
birth.  They  conhdered  the  nature 
of  the  fign  of  that  day,  and  the 
ruling  fign  of  that  period  of  thirteen 
days  to  which  it  belonged,  and  if 
it  was  born  at  midnight,  two  figns 
concurred,  that  is,  the  fign  of  the 
day  which  was  j u it  concluding,  and 
that  of  the  day  which  was  j u ft  be¬ 
ginning  After  having  made  their 
obfervations,  they  pronounced  the 
good  or  bad  fortune  of  the  child. 
If  it  was  bad,  and  if  the  filth  day 
after  its  birth  day,  on  which  the 
iecond  bathing  was  ufually  perform¬ 
ed,  was  one  of  the  dies  infaujli ,  the 
ceremony  was  poftponed  until  a 
more  favourable  occafion.  To  the 
Iecond  bathing,  which  was  a  more 
folemn  rite,  all  the  relations  and 
friends,  and  fome  young  boys  were 


invited  ;  and  if  the  parents  were  in 
good  circumftances,  they  gave  great 
entertainments,  and*  made  p relents 
of  apparel  to  all  the  guefts.  If  the 
father  of  the  child  was  a  military 
per  fon,  he  prepared  for  this  cere¬ 
mony  a  little  bow,  four  arrows,  and 
a  little  habit,  refembling  in  make 
that  which  the  child,  when  grown 
up,  would  wear.  If  he  was  a  coun¬ 
tryman,  or  an  artift,  he  prepared 
fome  inftruments  belonging  to  his 
art,  proportioned  in  fize  to  the  in¬ 
fancy  of  the  child.  If  the  child  was 
ft  girl,  they  furniflied  a  little  habit, 
1  ui table  to  her  fex,  a  fmail  fpindle, 
and  fome  other  little  inftruments 
for  weaving.  They  lighted  a  great 
number  of  torches,  and  the  midwife 
taking  up  the  child,  carried  it 
through  ail  the  yard  of  the  houfe, 
and  placed  it  upon  a  heap  of  the 
leaves  of  fword-grals,  clofe  by  a 
baion  of  water,  which  was  prepared 
in  the  middle  of  the  yard,  and  then 
undrefting  it,  faid  :  My  child ,  the 
gods  Ometeu&li  and  Omecihuati, 
lords  of  heaveny  have  fent  thee  t& 
this  difmal  and  calamitous  world. 
Receive  this  water  which  is  to  give 
thee  life.  And  after  wetting  its 
mouih,  head,  and  breaft,  with  forms 
(imilar  to  thole  of  the  firft  bathing, 
flie  bathed  its  whole  body,  and  rub¬ 
bing  every  one  of  its  limbs,  faid, 
W here  art  thou  ill  Fortune  f  In  what 
limb  art  thou  hid  f  Go  far  from  this 
child.  Having  fpoke  this,  ihe  railed 
up  the  child  to  offer  it  to  the  gods. 


*  In  Guatemala,  and  other  furrounding  provinces,  the  births  of  male  children 
were  celebrated  with  much  lolernnity  and  fuperliition.  As  foon  as  the  fon  was 
born  a  turkey  W3s  facrificed.  The  bathing  was  performed  in  fome  fountain,  or 
river,  where  they  made  oblations  of  copal,  and  facrifices  of  parrots.  The  nave!- 
firing  was  cut  upon  an  ear  of  maize,  and  with  a  new  knife,  which  was  immedi¬ 
ately  after  caft  into  the  river.  They  fowed  the  feeds  of  that  ear,  and  attended 
to  its  growth  with  the  utmoft  care,  as  if  it  had  been  a  facred  thing.  What  was 
reaped  from  this  feed  was  divided  into  three  parts  ,  one  of  which  was  given  to  the 
diviner  j  of  another  part  they  made  pap  for  the  child,  and  the  reft  was  preferved 
until  the  fame  child  ftiould  be  old  enough  to  be  able  to  fow  it. 
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praying  them  to  adorn  it  with  every 
virtue.  The  firft  prayer  was  offered 
to  the  two  gods  before  named,  the 
fecond  to  the  goddefs  of  water,  the 
third  to  all  the  gods  together,  and 
the  fourth  to  the  fun  and  the  earth 
You  fun,  ffie  fa  id,  father  of  all  things 
that  live  upon  the  earth ,  our  mother , 
receive  this  child ,  and  protect  him  as 
your  ovon  Jon  ;  and  ftnce  he  is  born 
for  voar  (if  his  father  belonged  to 
the  army),  may  he  die  in  itt  de¬ 
fending  the  honour  of  the  gods  ;  fo 
may  he  enjoy  in  heaven  the  delights 
which  are  prepared  for  all  thofe  voho 
facrifice  their  lives  in  fo  good  a 
caufe.  She  then  put  in  his  little 
hands  the  inftruments  of  that  art 
which  he  was  to  exercife,  with  a 
prayer  addreffed  to  the  protecting 
god  of  the  fame.  The  inftruments 
of  the  military  art  were  buried  in 
fome  fields,  where,  in  future,  it  was 
imagined  the  boy  would  fight  in 
battle,  and  the  female  inftruments. 
were  buried  in  the  houfe  itfelf,  un¬ 
der  the  ftone  for  grinding  maize. 
On  th  is  fame  occafion,  if  we  are  to 
credit  Boturini,  they  obferved  the 
ceremony  of  pafting  the  boy  four 
times  through  the  fire. 

Before  they  put  the  inftruments 
of  any  art  into  the  hands  of  the 
child,  the  midwife  rcquefted  the 
young  boys  who  had  been  invited, 
to  give  him  a  name,  which  was 
generally  fuch  a  name  as  had  been 
iuggefted  to  them  by  the  father. 
The  midwife  then  clothed  him,  and 
laid  him  in  the  cozolliy  or  cradle, 
praying  Joalticitl,  the  goddefs  of 
cradles,  to  warm  him  and  guard 
him  in  her  bofiom,  and  JoalteuCtli, 
god  of  the  night,  to  make  him 
beep. 

The  name  which  was  given  to 
boys,  was  generally  taken  from  the 
fign  of  the  day  on  which  they 
were  born  (a  rule  particularly  prac- 


tifed  among  the  Mixtecas),  as  Afe- 
huixochitl ,  or  IV  Flower,  Macuil- 
coatf  or  V  Serpent,  and  OmecaUi , 
or  II  Houfe.  At  other  times  the 
name  was  taken  from  circumftancet 
attending  the  birth  ;  as  for  inftance. 
one  of  the  four  chiefs  who  govern¬ 
ed  the  republic  of  Tlafcala,  at  the 
time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards, 
received  the  name  of  Citlalpopoca9 
booking  ftar  j  becaufe  he  was  bora 
at  the  time  of  a  comet’s  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  heavens.  The  child 
born  on  the  day  of  the  renewal  of 
the  fire,  had  the  name  of  Molpilli1 
if  it  was  a  male  ;  if  a  female  flic 
was  Called  Xiuhnenetl ,  alluding  in 
both  names  to  circumftances  at¬ 
tending  the  feftival.  Men  had  in 
general  the  names  of  animals  ;  wo¬ 
men  thofe  of  flowers ;  in  giving 
which,  it  is  probable,  they  paid  re¬ 
gard  both  to  the  dream  of  the  pa¬ 
rents,  and  the  counfel  of  diviners. 
For  the  mod  part  they  gave  but 
one  name  to  boys  ;  afterwards  it 
was  ufual  for  them  to  acquire  a  fur- 
name  from  their  actions,  as  Mon¬ 
tezuma  I.  on  account  of  his  bravery, 
was  given  the  iurnames  of  llhuaca- 
mina  and  7 lacaeli. 

When  the  religious  ceremony  of 
bathing  was  over,  an  entertain¬ 
ment  was  given,  the  qualiiy  and 
honours  of  which  correfponded  with 
the  rank  of  the  giver.  At  fuch 
lealons  of  rejoicing,  a  little  excefs 
in  drinking  was  permitted,  as 
the  diforderlineis  of  drunken  per- 
fons  extended  not  beyond  private 
houfes.  The  torches  were  kept 
burning  till  they  were  totally  con- 
fumed,  and  particular  care  was 
taken  to  keep  up  the  fire  all  the 
four  days,  which  intervened  be¬ 
tween  the  firft:  and  fecond  ceremony 
of  bathing,  as  they  wTere  perfuaded 
that  an  o million  of  fuch  a  nature 
would  ruin  the  fortune  of  the  child. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  rejoicings  wererepeated  when 
they  weaned  the  child,  which  they 
commonly  did  at  three  years  of 
age 

Concerning  their  Nuptial  Rites, 

“  With  refpedt  to  the  marriages 
of  the  Mexicans,  although  in  them, 
as  well  as  in  all  their  cuftoms,  fu- 
perfticion  had  a  great  fhare,  nothing, 
however,  attended  them  which  was 
repugnant  to  decency  or  honour. 
Any  marriage  between  perfons  re¬ 
lated  in  the  fir  ft  degree  of  confan- 
guinity  or  alliance,  was  ftrictly  for¬ 
bid,  not  only  by  the  laws  of  Mexi¬ 
co,  but  alfo  by  the  laws  of  Michua- 
can,  unlefs'it  was  between  coufins-f. 
The  parents  were  the  perfons  who 
fettled  all  marriages,  and  none  were 
ever  executed  without  their  confent. 
W  lien  a  fon  arrived  at  an  age  ca¬ 
pable  of  bearing  the  charges  of  that 
lfate,  which  in  men  were  from  the 
age  of  twenty  to  twenty-two  years, 
and  in  women  from  fixteen  to  eigh¬ 
teen,  a  luitable  and  proper  wife 
was  fingled  out  for  him  }  but  be¬ 
fore  the  union  was  concluded  on, 
the  diviners  were  confuited,  who, 
after  having  confidered  the  birth¬ 
day  of  the  youth,  and  of  the  young 


girl  intended  for  his  bride,  decided 
on  the  happinefs  or  unhappinefs  of 
the  match.  If  from  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  ligns  attending  their  births, 
they  pronounced  the  alliance  un- 
propitious,  that  young  maid  was 
abandoned,  and  another  fought.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  they  predicted  hap¬ 
pinefs  to  the  couple,  the  young  girl 
was  demanded  of  her  parents  by 
certain  women  among!!  them  call¬ 
ed  Cihuatlanque ,  or  folicitors,  who 
were  the  mod  elderly  and  refpe&a- 
ble  among!!  the  kindred  of  the 
youth.  Thefe  women  went  the  firft 
time  at  midnight  to  the  houfeof  the 
damfel,  carried  a  prefent  to  her  pa¬ 
rents,  and  demanded  her  of  them 
in  an  humble  and  refpe&ful  ftyie* 
The  hrlt  demand  was,  according  to 
the  cutlom  of  that  nation,  infalli¬ 
bly  refufed,  however  advantageous 
and  eligible  the  marriage  might 
appear  to  the  parents,  who  gave 
fome  plaufible  reafons  for  their  re- 
fufal.  After  a  few  days  were  pad, 
thofe  women  returned  to  repeat 
their  demand,  ufing  prayers  and 
arguments  alfo,  in  order  to  obtain 
their  requed,  giving  an  account  of 
the  rank  and  fortune  of  the  youth, 
and  of  what  he  would  make  the 
dowry  of  his  wife,  and  alfo  gaining 


*  In  Guatemala  it  was  ufual  to  make  rejoicings  as  foon  as  the  child  began  to  walk, 
and  for  feven  years  they  continued  to  celebrate  the  anniverfery  of  its  birth. 

f  In  the  ivth  book,  tit.  z.  of  the  third  provincial  council  of  Mexico,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  the  Gentiles  of  that  new  world  married  with  their  fillers  j  but  it  ought 
to  be  underflood,  that  the  zeal  of  thofe  fathers  was  not  confined  in  its  exertions 
to  the  nations  of  the  Mexican  empire,  among  whom  fuch  marriages  were  not 
J  uttered,  but  extended  to  the  barbarous  Chechemecas,  the  Panuchefe,  and  to 
other  nations,  which  were  extremely  uncivilized  in  their  culloms.  There  is  not 
a  doubt,  that  the  council  alluded  to  thofe  barbarians,  who  were  then  (in  15 85), 
in  the  progiefs  of  their  converfion  to  Chriftianity,  and  not  to  the  Mexicans  and 
the  nations  under  fybje&ion  to  them,  who  many  years  before  the  council  were 
already  converted.  Belicjes,  in  the  interval  of  four  years,  between  the  conqueft 
of  the  Spaniards  and  the  promulgation  of  the  gofpel,  many  abufive  pra£tices  had 
been  intioduced  among  thofe  nations  never  before  tolerated  under  their  kings,  as 
the  religious  miflionaries  employed  in  their  converfion  atteft. 
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information  of  that  which  Hie  could 
bring  to  the  match  on  her  part. 
The  parents  replied  to  this  fecond 
requeft,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
confult  their  relations  and  connec¬ 
tions,  and  to  find  out  the  inclina¬ 
tions  of  their  daughter,  before  they 
could  come  to  any  resolution.  Thefe 
female  folicitors  returned  no  more  ; 
as  the  parents  ihemfelves  conveyed, 
by  means  of  other  women  of  their 
kindred,  a  decifive  anfwer  to  the 
party. 

A  favourable  anfwer  being  at  laft 
obtained,  and  a  day  appointed  for 
the  nuptials,  the  parents,  after  ex¬ 
horting  r heir  daughter  to  fidelity 
and  obedience  to  her  huiband,  and 
to  fuch  a  condudl  in  life  as  would 
do  honour  to  her  family,  conduced 
her  with  a  numerous  company  and 
mufic,  to  the  houfe  of  her  father- 
in-law  ;  if  noble,  fhe  was  carried 
in  a  litter.  The  bridegroom,  and 
the  father  and  mother-in-law,  re¬ 
ceived  her  at  the  gate  of  the  houfe, 
with  four  torches  borne  by  four  wo¬ 
men.  At  meeting,  the  bride  and 
bridegroom  reciprocally  offered  in- 
cenfe  to  each  other  ;  then  the  bride¬ 
groom  taking  the  bride  by  the  hand, 
led  her  into  the  hall,  or  chamber 
which  was  prepared  for  the  nup¬ 
tials.  They  both  fate  down  upon 
a  new  and  curioully  wrought  mat, 
which  was  fpread  in  the  middle  of 
the  chamber,  and  clofe  to  the  fire 
which  was  kept  lighted,  Then  a 
priefi  tied  a  point  of  th e  huepilli,  or 
gown  of  the  bride,  with  the  tilmatliy 
q r  mantle  of  the  bridegroom,  and 
in  this  ceremony  the  matrimonial 
contract  chiefly  confided.  The  wife 
now  made  fome  turns  round  the 
fire,  and  then  returning  to  her  mat, 
/lie,  along  with  her  hufband,  offer¬ 
ed  copal  to  their  gods,  and  ex¬ 
changed  prefents  with  each  other. 


The  repad:  followed  next.  The 
married  pair  eat  upon  the  mat, 
giving  mouthfuls  to  each  other  al¬ 
ternately  and  to  the  gueds  in  their 
places.  When  thofe  who  had  been 
invited  were  become  exhilarated 
with  wine,  which  was  freely  drank 
on  fuch  occafions,  they  went  out  to 
dance  in  the  yard  of  the  houfe, 
while  the  married  pair  remained  in 
the  chamber,  from  which,  during 
four  days,  they  never  ftirred,  ex¬ 
cept  to  obey  the  calls  of  nature,  or 
to  go  to  the  oratory  at  midnight  to 
burn  incenfe  to  the  idols,  and  to 
make  oblations  of  eatables.  They 
palTed  thefe  four  days  in  prayer  and 
fading,  drelfed  in  new  habits,  and 
adorned  with  certain  enfigns  of  the 
gods  of  their  devotion,  without  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  any  a£t  of  lefs  decency, 
fearing  that  otherwife  the  pu  nil'll - 
ment  of  Heaven  would  fall  upon 
them.  Their  beds  on  thefe  nights 
were  two  mats  of  rulhes,  covered 
with  fmall  fheets,  with  certain  fea¬ 
thers,  and  a  gem  of  Chalcbibuitl  in 
the  middle  of  them.  At  the  four 
corners  of  the  bed  green  canes  and 
fpines  of  the  aloe  were  laid,  with 
which  they  were  to  draw  blood  from 
their  tongues  and  their  ears  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  their  gods.  The  priefts 
were  the  perfons  who  adjufted  the 
bed  to  fan&ify  the  marriage  ;  but 
we  know  nothing  of  the  myltery  of 
the  canes,  the  feathers,  and  the 
gem.  Until  the  fourth  night  the 
marriage  v/as  not  confummated  ; 
they  believed  it  would  have  proved 
unlucky,  if  they  had  anticipated 
the  period  of  confummation.  The 
morning  after  they  bathed  them- 
felves  and  put  on  new  drefles,  and 
thofe  who  had  been  invited, adorned 
their  heads  with  white,  and  theif 
hands  and  feet  with  red  feathers. 
The  ceremony  was  concluded  by 

making 
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making  prefents  of  dreftfes  to  the 
guefts,  which  were  proportioned  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  married 
pair  ;  and  on  that  fame  day  they 
carried  to  the  temple  the  mats* 
ftieets, cane?,  and  the  eatables  which 
had  been  presented  to  the  idols. 

The  forms  which  we  have  de- 
fcribed,  in  the  marriages  of  the 
Mexicans,  were  not  fo  univerfal 
through  the  empire,  but  that  fome 
provinces  obferved  other  peculiari¬ 
ties.  In  Ichcailan,  whoever  was 
defirous  of  marrying  ptefented  bim- 
felf  to  the  priefts,  by  whom  he  was 
conduced  to  the  tempie, where  they 
cut  off  a  part  of  his  hair  before  the 
idol  which  was  worfhipped  there, 
and  then  pointing  him  out  to  the 
people,  they  began  to  exclaim,  fay¬ 
ing,  this  man  'iviftjes  to  take  a  nvife. 
Then  they  made  him  belcend,  and 
take  the  firft  free  woman  he  met,  as 
the  one  whom  Heaven  deftined  to 
him.  Any  woman  who  did  not  like 
to  have  him  for  a  hufband,  avoided 
corping  near  to  the  temple  at  that 
time,  that  fhe  might  not  fubjedt  her- 
felf  to  the  neceflity  of  marrying 
him  :  this  marriage  was  only  fingu- 
iar  therefore  in  the  mode  of  feeking 
for  a  wife. 

Among  the  Otomies,  it  was  law¬ 
ful  to  ufe  any  free  woman  before 
they  married  her.  When  any  per- 
lon  was  about  to  take  a  wife,  if  on 
the  firft  night  he  found  any  thing 
about  his  wife  which  was  difagree- 
able  to  him,  he  was  permitted  to 
divorce  her  the  next  day  ;  but  if  he 
fihewed  himfelf  all  that  day  content 
with  having  her,  he  could  not  after¬ 
ward^  abandon  her.  The  contract 
being  thus  ratified,  the  pair  retired 
to  do  penance  for  pad  offences  twen¬ 
ty  or  thirty  days,  during  which  pe¬ 
riod  they  abftained  from  molt  of  the 
pleafurea  of  the  fenfes,  drew  bloed 


from  themfelve*,  and  frequently 
bathed. 

Among  the  Miztecas,  befides  the 
ceremony  of  tying  the  married  pair 
together  by  the  end  of  their  gar¬ 
ments,  they  cur  off  a  part  of  their 
hair,  and  the  hufband  carried  his 
wife  for  a  little  time  upon  his  back. 

They  permitted  polygamy  in  the 
Mexican  empire.  The  kings  and 
lords  had  numerous  wives  ;  but  it  is 
probable,  that  they  obferved  all  the 
ceremonies  with  their  principal 
wives  only,  and  that  with  the  reft 
the  effential  rite  of  tying  their  gar¬ 
ments  together  was  fufticient. 

The  Spanifli  theologifts  and  ca¬ 
non  ills,  who  went  to  Adexico  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  conqueft,  being  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  cuftomsof  thole 
people,  railed  doubts  about  their 
marriages  j  but  when  they  had 
learnt  the  language,  and  properly 
examined  that  and  other  points  of 
importance, they  acknowledged  fuch 
marriages  to  be  juft  and  lawful. 
Pope  Paul  III.  and  the  provincial 
council  of  Mexico,  ordered,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  facred  canons,  and 
the  ufage  of  the  church,  that  all 
thole  who  were  willing  to  embrace 
Chrifttanity,  fhould  keep  no  other 
wife  but  the  one  whom  they  had  firft 
married,” 

Concerning  their  Funeral  Rites  and 
Sepulchres. 

44  However  fuperftitious  theMexi- 
cans  were  in  other  matters,  in  the 
rites  which  they  obferved  at  funerals 
they  exceeded  themfelves.  As  foon 
as  any  perfon  died,  certain  matters 
of  funeral  ceremonies  were  called, 
who  were  generally  men  advanced 
in  years.  They  cut  a  number  of 
pieces  of  paper,  with  which  they 
drafted  the  dead  body,  and  took  a 
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glafs  of  water  with  which  they 
fprinkied  the  head,  faying,  that  that 
was  the  water  tiled  in  the  time  of 
their  life.  They  then  dreffed  it  in 
a  habit  fuitable  to  the  rank,  the 
wealth,  and  the  circumftances  at¬ 
tending  the  death  of  the  party.  If 
the  deceafed  had  been  a  warrior, 
they  clothed  him  in  the  habit  of 
Huitzilopochtli ;  if  a  merchant,  in 
that  of  Jacatuetli  ;  if  an  artift,  in 
that  of  the  protecting  god  of  his  art 
or  trade:  one  who  had  been  drown¬ 
ed  was  prelfed  in  the  habit  of  Tla- 
1  c  ;  one  who  had  been  executed  for 
adultery,  in  that  of  Tlazolteotl; 
and  a  drunkard  in  the  habit  of  Tez- 
catzoneatl,  god  of  wine.  In  fhort, 
as  Gomara  has  well  obferved,  they 
wore  more  garments  after  they  were 
deao  than  while  they  were  living. 

With  the  habit  they  gave  the 
dead  a  jug  of  wafer,  which  was  to 
ferve  on  the  journey  to  the  other 
world,  and  alfo  at  fuccefiive  diffe¬ 
rent  times,  different  pieces  of  paper, 
mentioning  the  ufe  of  each.  On 
configning  the  firft  piece  to  the 
dead,  theyfaid  :  By  means  of  this  you 
•Vo ill pafs  without  danger  between  the 
two  mountains  which  fight  againji 
each  other.  With  the  iecond  they 
faid  :  By  means  of  this  you  will  walk 
without  obftrudion  along  the  road 
which  is  defended  by  the  great  ferpent . 
With  the  third  :  By  this  you  will  go 
fecurely  through  the  place twhere  there 
is  the  crocodile  Xochitonal.  The 
fourth  was  a  lafe  paffport  through 
ihe  eight  deferts ;  the  fifth  through 
the  eight  hills  ;  and  the  fixth  was 
given  in  order  to  pafs  without  hurt 
through  the  (harp  wind  ;  for  they 
pretended  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
pafs  a  place  cal  led  Itzebecajan,  where 
a  wind  blew  fo  violently  as  to  tear 
up  rocks,  and  fo  fharp  that  it  cut 
like  a  knife ;  on  which  account  they 


burned  all  the  habits  which  the  de¬ 
ceafed  had  worn  during  life,  their 
arms,  and  fome  houfehoid  goods,  in 
order  that  the  heat  of  this  fire  might 
defend  them  from  the  cold  of  that 
terrible  wind. 

One  of  the  chief  and  moft  ridicu¬ 
lous  ceremonies  at  funerals  was  the 
killing  a  tecbicbi,  a  dcrmeftic  qua¬ 
druped,  which  we  have  already  men¬ 
tioned,  refembling  a  little  dog,  to 
accompany  the  deceafed  in  their 
journey  to  the  other  world.  They 
fixed  a  firing  about  his  neck,  be¬ 
lieving  that  neceffary  to  enable  it  to 
pafs  the  deep  river  of  Chiuhnahua - 
pant  or  New  Waters,  They  buried 
the  techichi,  or  burned  it  along  with 
the  body  of  its  mafier,  according  to 
the  kind  of  death  of  which  he  died. 
While  the  mafters  of  the  ceremonies 
were  lighting  up  the  fire  in  which 
the  body  was  to  be  burned, the  other 
priefts  kept  finging  in  a  melancholy 
ftrain.  After  burning  the  body, 
they  gathered  the  allies  in  an  earthen 
pot,  amongft  which,  according  to 
the  circumfiances  of  the  deceafed, 
they  put  a  gem  of  more  or  lefs  valuer 
which  they  faid  wduld  ferve  him  in 
place  of  a  heart  in  the  other  world. 
They  buried  this  earthen  pot  in  a 
deep  ditch,  and  fourfcore  days  after 
made  oblations  of  bread  and  wine 
over  it. 

Such  were  the  funeral  rites  of  the 
common  people;  but  at  the  death 
of  kings,  and  that  of  lords,  or  per- 
fons  ot  high  rank,  fome  peculiar 
forms  were  obferved  that  are  worthy 
to  be  mentioned.  W  hen  the  king  fell 
fick,  fays  Gomara,  they  put  a  malk 
on  the  idol  of  Huitzilopochtli,  and 
alfo  one  on  the  idol  of  Tezcatlipoca, 
which  they  never  took  off  until  the 
king  was  either  dead  or  recovered  ; 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  idol  of 
Huitzilopochtli  had  always  two 
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rnafks,  not  one.  As  foon  as  a  king 
of  Mexico  happened  to  die,  his 
death  was  publiihed  in  great  form, 
and  all  the  lords  who  redded  at 
court,  and  alfo  thofe  who  were  but  a 
little  diltance  from  it  were  informed 
of  the  event,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  prefent  at  the  funeral.  In 
the  mean  time  they  laid  the  royal 
corpfe  upon  beautiful  curioufly 
wrought  mats,  which  was  attended 
and  watched  by  his  domeftics.  Up- 
on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  after, 
when  the  lords  were  arrived,  who 
brought  with  them  rich  drefles, 
beautiful  feathers,  and  Haves  to  be 
preferited,  to  add  to  the  pomp  of  the 
funeral,  they  clothed  the  corpfe  in 
fifteen,  or  more,  very  fine  habits  of 
cotton  of  various  colours,  orna¬ 
mented  it  with  gold,  filver,  and 
gems,  hung  an  emerald  at  the  un¬ 
der  lip,  which  was  to  ferve  in  place 
of  a  heart,  covered  the  face  with  a 
mafic,  and  over  the  habits  were 
placed  the  enfigns  of  that  god,  in 
whofe  temple  or  area  the  allies  were 
to  be  buried.  T  hey  cut  off  fome  of 
the  hair,  which,  together  with  fome 
more  which  had  been  cut  off  in  the 
infancy  of  the  king,  they  preferved 
in  a  little  box,  in  order  to  perpe¬ 
tuate,  as  they  faid,  the  memory  of 
the  deceafed.  Upon  the  box  they 
laid  an  image  of  the  deceafed,  made 
of  wood,  or  of  ftone.  Then  they 
killed  the  Have  who  was  his  chap¬ 
lain,  who  had  had  the  care  of  his 
oratory,  and  all  that  belonged  to 
the  private  worfiiip  of  his  gods,  in 


*33 

order  that  he  might  ferve  him  in  the 
fame  office  in  the  other  world 
The  funeral  procefilon  came  next, 
accompanied  by  all  the  relations  of  * 
the  deceafed,  the  whole  of  the  nobi¬ 
lity,  and  the  wives  of  the  late  king, 
who  teftified  their  forrow  by  tears 
and  other  demonftrations  of  grief. 
The  nobles  carried  a  great  ilandard 
of  paper,  and  the  royal  arms  and 
enfigns.  The  priefits  continued 
finging,  but  without  any  muficai 
inftrument.  Upon  their  arrival  at 
the  lower  area  of  the  temple,  the 
high-priefts,  together  with  their  fer- 
vants,  came  out  to  meet  the  royal 
corpfe,  which,  without  delay,  they 
placed  upon  the  funeral  pile,  which 
was  prepared  there  for  that  purpofe 
of  odoriferous  refinous  woods,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  large  quantity  of  copal, 
and  other  aromatic  fubftances. 
While  the  royal  corpfe,  and  all  its 
habits,  the  arms  and  enfigns  were 
burning,  they  facrificed  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Hairs  of  the  temple  a 
great  number  of  Haves  of  thofe 
which  belonged  to  the  deceafed, 
and  alfo  of  thofe  which  had  been 
prefented  by  the  lords.  Along  with 
the  Haves,  they  like  wife  facrificed 
fome  of  the  irregularly  formed  men, 
\vhom  the  king  had  collected  in  his 
palaces  for  his  entertainment,  in  or¬ 
der  that  they  might  give  him  the 
fame  pleafure  in  the  other  world  j 
and  for  the  fame  reafon  they  ufed 
alfo  to  facrifice  fome. of  his  wives*. 
The  number  of  the  victims  was  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  grandeur  of  the 


*  Acorta  fays  (lib.  v.  cap.  8.)  that  at  the  funerals  of  lords,  all  the  members  of 
his  family  were  facrificed.  But  this  is  grofsly  falfe,  and  in  itfelf  incredible  ;  for 
had  this  been  the  cafe,  the  nobles  of  Mexico  would  have  foon  been  exterminated. 
There  is  no  record  in  the  Hiftory  of  Mexico,  that  at  the  death  of  the  king  of  Mexico, 
any  of  his  brothers  were  facrificed,  as  this  author  would  intimate.  How  is  it  pot~ 
fible  they  could  pra&ife  luch  cruelty  when  the  new  king  was  ufually  ele&ed  from 
among  the  brothers  of  the  deceafed  ? 
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funeral,  and  amounted  feme  rimes,  as 
feveral  hiftorians  affirm,  to  two  hun¬ 
dred.  Among  the  other  facrifices 
the  techie  hi  was  not  omitted  ;  they 
were  firmly  perfuaded,  that  without 
fuch  a  guide  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  get  through  fome  dangerous  ways 
which  led  to  the  other  world. 

The  day  following  the  afhes  were 
gathered,  and  the  teeth  which  re¬ 
mained  entire ;  they  fought  care¬ 
fully  for  the  emerald  which  had 
been  hung  to  the  under  lip,  and  the 
whole  Were  pu  t  into  the  box  with  the 
hair,  and  they  depoiited  the  box  in 
the  place  deftined  for  his  fepulchre. 
The  four  following  days  they  made 
oblations  of  eatables  over  the  fepul¬ 
chre  ;  on  the  fifth,  they  facrificed 
fome  (laves,  and  alfo  fome  others  on 
the  twentieth,  fortieth,  fixtieth,  and 
eightieth  day  after.  From  that  time 
forward,  they  facrificed  no  more  hu¬ 
man  victims  ;  but  every  year  they 
celebrated  the  day  of  the  funeral 
With  facrifices  of  rabbits,  butter¬ 
flies,  quails,  and  other  birds,  and 
with  oblations  ot  bread,  wine,  copal 
flowers,  and  certain  little  reeds  filled 
With  aromatic  lubftances, which  they 
called  acajetl.  This  anniverfary  was 
held  for  four  years. 

The  bodies  of  the  dead  were  in 
general  burned  ;  they  buried  the 
bodies  entire  of  thole  only  who  had 
been  drowned,  or  had  died  ofdropfy, 
and  Tome  other  difeales^  but  what 
was  the  realbn  of  thefe  exceptions 
we  know  not.  , 

There  was  no  fixed  place  for  bu¬ 
rials.  Many  ordered  their  allies  to 


be  buried  near  to  fome  temple  or 
altar,  fome  in  the  fields,  and  others 
in  thofe  facred  places  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  where  facrifices  ufed  to  be 
made.  The  allies  of  the  kings  and 
lords, were,  for  the  moll  part,  depo- 
fited  in  the  towers  of  the  temple  *, 
efpecially  in  thofe  of  the  greater 
temple.  Clofe  to  Teotihuacan, 
where  there  were  many  temples, 
there  were  alfo  innumerable  fe- 
pulchres.  The  tombs  of  thofe  whofe 
bodies  had  been  buried  entire, 
agreeable  to  the  teftimony  of  the 
anonymous  conqueror  who  law  them, 
were  deep  ditches,  formed  with 
ftone  and  lime,  within  which  they 
placed  the  bodies  in  a  fitting  pofture 
upon  icpalli ,  or  low  feats,  together 
with  the  inftru merits  of  their  art  or 
profeffion,  If  it  was  the  fepulchre 
of  any  military  perfon,  they  laid  a 
fhield  and  fword  by  him  ;  if  of  a- 
woman,  a  fpindle,  a  weaver’s  fliut- 
tle,  and  a  xicalli ,  which  was  a  cer¬ 
tain  naturally  formed  veffel,  of 
which  we  Trail  fay  more  hereafter. 
In  the  tombs  of  the  rich  they  put 
gold  and  jewels,  but  all  were  pro¬ 
vided  with  eatables  for  the  long 
journey  which  they  had  to  make. 
The  Spanilh  conquerors,  knowing 
of  the  gold  which  was  buried  with 
the  Mexican  lords  in  their  tombs, 
dug  up  feveral,  and  found  confider- 
abie  quantities  of  that  precious  me¬ 
tal.  Cortes  fays  in  his  letters,  that 
at  one  entry  which  he  made  into  the 
capital,  when  it  was  befieged  by  his 
army,  his  foldiers  found  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  Cajlellanos  t ,  that  is,  two  hun- 


*  Solis,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Conquefi  of  Mexico,  affirms,  that  the  allies  of  the 
kings  were  depohted  in  Chapoltepec  j  but  this  is  faife,  and  contradi6ls  the  report  of 
the  conqueror  Cortes,  whofe  panegyric  he  wrote,  of  Bernal  Dias,  and  other  eye- 
wkneffis  of  the  contrary. 

■f  The  Spani/h  goldfmiths  divide  the  pouhd  weight  of  gold  into  two  Marchi,  or 
into  fixteen  ounces,  or  a  hundied  Cafiellanos\  confequently,  an  ounce  contains 
Ctjie  llanos. 
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dred  and  forty  ounces  of  gold,  in 
one  fepulchre,  which  was  in  the 
tower  of  a  temple.  The  anony¬ 
mous  conqueror  fays  alfo,  that  he 
was  prefent  at  the  digging  up  of 
another  fepulchre,  from  which  they 
took  about  three  thoufand  Caftel- 
lanos. 

The  caves  of  the  mountains  were 
the  fepulchres  of  the  ancient  Che- 
chemecas ;  but,  as  they  grew  more 
civilized,  they  adopted  in  this  and 
other  rites,  the  cuftoms  of  the  Acol- 
huan  nation,  which  were  nearly 
the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  Mexi¬ 
cans. 

The  Miztecas  retained  in  part 
the  ancient  ufage  of  the  Checheme- 
cas,  but  in  fome  things  they  were 
fingular  in  their  cuftoms.  When 
any  of  their  lords  fell  fick,  they 
offered  prayers,  vows,  and  facrifices 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  If 
it  was  reftored,  they  made  great 
rejoicings.  If  he  died,  they  conti¬ 
nued  to  fpeak  of  him  as  if  he  was 
ftill  alive,  and  conducted  one  of  his 
(laves  to  the  corpfe,  dreffed  him  in 
the  habits  of  his  mafter,  put  a  mafk 
upon  his  face,  and  for  one  whole 
day,  paid  him  ail  the  honours  which 
they  had  ufed  to  render  to  the 
deceafed.  At  midnight,  four  priefts 
carried  the  corpfe  to  be  buried  in  a 
wood,  or  in  fome  cavern, particular¬ 
ly  in  that  one  where  they  believed 
the  gate  of  paradife  was,  and  at 
their  return  they  facrihced  the  (lave, 
and  laid  him,  with  all  the  orna¬ 
ments  of  his  tranfitory  dignity,  in  a 
ditch  ;  but  without  covering  him 
with  earth. 

Every  year  they  held  a  feftivai 
in  honourof  their  laft  lord,  on  which 
they  celebrated  his  birth,  not  his 
death,  for  of  it  they  never  fpoke. 

The  Zapotecas,  their  neighbours, 
embalmed  the  body  of  the  prin¬ 


cipal  lord  of  their  nation.  Even 
from  the  time  of  the  firft  Cheche- 
mecan  kings  aromatic  preparations 
were  in  ufe  among  thofe  nations  to 
preferve  dead  bodies  from  fpeedy 
corruption  ;  but  we  do  not  know 
that  thele  were  very  frequent. 


As  the  prefent  Government  of  Egypt 
is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  Mam- 
louks,  vie  have  ex  traded  the 
following  particular  account  of 
that  body ,  from  Monf.  VolneyV 
Travels  in  Egypt  and  Syria. 

Military  Conflitution  of  the  Mam- 
louks. 

THE  Mamlouks,  on  obtaining 
the  government  of  Egypt, 
adopted  meafures  which  feem  to 
fecure  to  them  the  pofleftion  of  the 
country.  The  moft  efficacious  is  the 
precaution  they  have  taken  to  de¬ 
grade  the  military  corps  of  the  Azabs 
and  Janiffaries  :  thefe  two  bodies, 
which  were  formerly  the  terror  of 
the  Pacha,  are  now  as  infignificant 
as  himfelf.  Of  this  the  corrupt  and 
wretched  government  of  the  Turks 
has  alone  been  the  caufe  ;  for,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  infurre£lion  of  Ibrahim 
Kiaya,the  number  of  Turkiih  troops, 
whichfliouldconiift  of  forty  thoufand 
men,  infantry  and  cavalry,  had  been 
reduced  to  lefs  than  halt  that  num¬ 
ber,  by  the  avarice  of  their  officers, 
who  diverted  the  pay  to  their  own 
ufe.  After  Ibrahim,  AH  Bey  com¬ 
pletely  deftroyed  their  confequence. 
He  firft  difplacedall  the  officers  who 
gave  him  umbrage  ;  left  unfilled  the 
places  that  became  vacant  ;  de¬ 
prived  the  commanders  of  ail  in¬ 
fluence  :  and  fo  degraded  a!i  the 
Turkiih  troops,  that  at  this  day  this 
janiifarie?,  the  Azabs,  and  the  five 
K  4  other 
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other  corps,  are  onlv  a  rabble  of  ar 
tizans  and  vagabonds,  who  guard 
the  gates  of  thofe  who  pay  them, 
and  tremble  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Mamlouks,  as  much  as  the  populace 
of  Cairo.  The  whole  military  force 
of  Egypt  really  confifts  in  the  Mam¬ 
louks.  Some  hundreds  of  thefe  are 
difperfed  throughout  the  country, 
and  in  the  villages,  to  maintain  the 
authority  of  their  corps,  collett  the 
tributes,  and  improve  every  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  extortion  ;  but  the  main 
V)ody  continually  remains  at  Cairo. 
From  the  computation  of  well-in¬ 
formed  perfons,  it  appears,  their 
number  cannot  exceed  eight  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  men,  reckoning 
Beys  and  Cachefs,  common  freed- 
men,  and  Mamlouks,  who  are  ftill 
(laves.  In  this  number  there  are  a 
multitude  of  youth  under  twenty 
and  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

The  moft  powerful  houle  is  that 
of  Ibrahim  Bey,  who  has  about  fix 
hundred  Mamlouks.  Next  to  him 
is  Mourad,  who  has  not  above  four 
hundred,  but  who,  by  his  audacity 
and  prodigality,  forms  a  counrer- 
poife  to  the  inlatiable  avarice  of  his 
rival:  the  reft  of  the  Beys,  to  the 
number  of  eighteen  or  twenty,  have 
each  of  them  from  fifty  to  two 
hundred.  Befides  thefe,  there  is  a 
great  number  of  Mamlouks  who 
may  be  called  individual,  who  being 
fiprung  from  houfes  which  are  ex¬ 
tinct,  attach  themfelves  fometimes 
to  one,  and  fometimes  to  another, 
as  they  find  it  their  intereft,  and  are 
always  ready  to  enter  into  the  fer.vice 
of  the  heft  bidder.  We  mult  reckon 


Jikewife  fome  Serradjes,  a  fort  of 
domeftics  on  horfeback,  who  carry 
the  orders  of  the  Beys  ;  but  the 
whole  together  does  not  exceed  ten 
thoufand  horfe.  No  mention  is  here 
made  of  infantry,  which  is  neither 
known  nor  efteemed  in  Turkey, 
efpecially  in  the  Afiatic  provinces. 
The  prejudices  of  the  ancient  Per- 
fians,  and  of  the  Tartars,  (till  pre¬ 
vail  in  thofe  countries,  where  war, 
confifting  only  in  flight  and  purfuit, 
the  horfeman,  who  is  bed  qualified 
for  both  thefe,  is  reputed  the  only 
foldier  ;  and  as,  among  barbarians, 
the  warrior  is  alone  the  man  of 
diftinflion  ;  to  walk  on  foot  is  held 
to  be  degrading,  and  is,  for  that 
reafon,'  referved  for  the  common 
people.  The  Mamlouks,  therefore, 
permit  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  to 
be  carried  only  by  mules  or  afles  *, 
referving  to  themfelves  tbeexclufive 
privilege  of  riding  on  horfeback  ; 
and  of  this  they  make  fufficient  ufe; 
for  whether  they  are  in  town  or  the 
country,  or  if  they  only  make  a  vifit 
to  the  next  door,  they  are  never  feen 
but  on  horfeback.  Their  drefs,  as 
well  as  the  fupport  of  their  dignity, 
obl’ges  them  to  this.  This  drefs, 
which  does  not  differ  from  that  of 
every  other  perfon  in  eafy  circum- 
ftances  in  Turkey,  deferves  to  be 
defcribed. 

Drejs  of  the  Mamlouks . 

Firft,  they  have  a  wide  iliirt  of 
thin  cotton,  of  a  yeliowiib  colour, 
over  which  they  wear  a  fort  of  gown 
of  Indian  linen,  or  the  light  fluffs 


*  The  Franks  of  all  nations  are  fobje&ed  to  the  fame  humiliating  reftri&ions, 
but,  by  proper  management,  and  liberal  prefents,  this  may  be  got  over  by  flrangers 
of  conlequence,  who  come  only  to  vifit  the  country.  Lord  Algernon  Percy,  now 
Lord  Louvaine,  and  the  Earl  of  Cbarlemont,  obtained  permifiion  to  ride  on  horfeback 
in  1776.— ——bee  Colonel  Capper's  excellent  little  work,  p.  31,  T. 
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of  Damafcus  and  Aleppo.  This 
robe,  called  antari,  defcends  from 
the  neck  to  the  ankles,  and  folds 
over  the  fore-part  of  the  body, 
towards  the  hips,  Where  it  is  faften- 
ed  by  two  firings.  Over  this 
fir fl:  covering  is  a  fecond,  of  the 
fame  form  and  width,  the  ample 
fleeves  of  which  defcend  likewife  to 
the  finger  ends.  This  is  called  a 
cofiati ,  and  is  ufually  made  of  filk 
fluff,  richer  than  the  former.  Both 
thefe  are  faftened  at  the  waift  by 
a  long  belt,  which  divides  the  whole 
drefs  into  two  bundles.  Above 
them  is  a  third,  which  is  called 
djouba ,  which  is  of  cloth  without 
lining,  and  is  made  nearly  in  the 
fame  manner,  only  the  fieeves  are 
cut  at  the  elbow.  In  winter,  nay 
frequently  even  in  fummer,  this 
djouba  is  lined  with  fur,  and  is 
converted  into  a  pelifle.  Laftly, 
over  thefe  three  wrappers,  they  put 
on  an  outer  garment,  called  the 
be  niche.  Th  is  is  the  cloak  or  robe 
of  ceremony,  and  completely  covers 
the  whole  body,  even  the  ends  of 
the  fingers,  which  it  would  be  deem¬ 
ed  highly  indecent  to  fuffer  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  the  great.  The  whole 
habit,  when  the  beniche  is  on,  has 
the  appearance  of  a  long  fack,  from 
out  of  which  is  thrufla  bare  neck, 
and  a  bald  head,  covered  with  a 
turban.  The  turban  of  the  Mam- 
louks,  called  a  Kaouk,  is  of  a  cylin¬ 
drical  fhape,  yellow,  and  turned  up 
on  the  outfide  with  a  roll  of  muflin 
artificially  folded.  On  their  feet, 
they  wear  a  fock  of  yellow  leather, 
which  reaches  up  to  the  heels,  and 
flippers  without  quarters,  always 
liable  to  be  left  on  the  road.  But 
the  moft  Angular  part  of  this  drefs 
is  a  fort  of  pantaloon,  or  trowfers, 
fo  long  as  to  reach  up  to  the  chin, 
and  fo  wide,  that  each  of  the  legs  is 


large  enough  to  contain  the  whole 
body,  and  made  of  that  kind  of 
Venetian  cloth  which  the  French 
call  faille ,  w'hich,  although  as  pliant 
as  the  d'Elbceuf  cloth,  is  thicker 
than  the  burre  of  Rouen  ;  and  that 
they  may  walk  more  at  their  eafe, 
they  faften,  with  a  running  fafli,  all 
the  loole  parts  of  the  drefs  1  have 
been  describing.  Thus  fwaddled, 
we  may  imagine  the  Marnlouks 
are  not  very  adtive  walkers  ;  and 
thofe  who  are  not  acquainted  by 
experience  with  the  prejudices  of 
different  countries,  will  find  it 
fcarcely  poffible  to  believe,  what 
however  is  the  fa£t,  that  they  look 
on  this  drefs  as  exceedingly  com¬ 
modious.  In  vain  may  we  object 
that  it  hinders  them  from  walking, 
and  encumbers  them,  unneceffariiy, 
on  horfeback,  and  that  in  battle  a 
horfeman,  once  difmounted,  is  a  loft 
man.  Theytreply,  It  is  the  cuftom, 
and  every  objection  is  anfwered. 

Horfe  accoutrements  of  the  Marnlouks , 

Let  us  now  examine,  whether 
their  hprfe  accoutrements  are  more 
rational.  Since  the  Europeans 
have  had  the  good  fenfe  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  principles  of  every  art, 
they  have  found  that  the  horfe,  in 
order  to  move  freely  under  his 
rider,  fhould  be  as  little  harneffed 
as  the  folidity  neceffary  would  per¬ 
mit.  This  improvement,  which 
has  taken  place  among  us  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  is  fl il i  very  far 
from  being  adopted  by  the  Marn¬ 
louks,  who  have  fcarely  arrived  at 
the  knowledge  of  the  ninth.  Con¬ 
tinually  the  llaves  of  cuftom,  the 
horfe’s  faddle  among  them  is  a 
clumfy  frame,  loaded  with  wood, 
leather,  and  iron,  on  which  a  truf- 
fequiri  tifes  behind,  eight  inches  in 

height 
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height  above  the  hips  of  the  horfe- 
man.  A  pummel  before  projects 
four  or  five  inches,  fo  as  to  endanger 
his  bread,  fhould  he  ftoop.  Under 
the  faddle,  in  dead  of  a  fluffed  frame, 
they  fpread  three  thick  woollen 
coverings,  and  the  whole  is  fattened 
by  a  furcingle,  which,  inftead  of  a 
buckle,  is  tied  with  leather  thongs, 
in  very  complicated  knots,  and 
liable  to  flip.  They  ufe  no  crupper, 
but  have  a  large  martingale,  which 
throws  them  on  the  fhouiders  of  the 
horfe.  Each  ftirrup  is  a  plate  of 
copper  longer  and  wider  than  the 
foot,  with  circular  edges,  an  inch 
high  in  the  middle,  and  gradually 
declining  towards  each  end  ;  the 
edges  are  fliarp,  and  are  ufed,  in- 
ttead  of  fpurs,  to  make  long  wounds 
in  the  horfe ’s  fides.  The  common 
weight  of  a  pair  of  thefe  ftirrups  is 
between  nine  and  ten  pounds,  and 
frequently  exceeds  twelve  or  thir¬ 
teen.  The  faddle  and  faddle-cloths 
do  not  weigh  lefs  than  fiveand- 
twenty  ;  thus  the  horfe’s  furniture 
v, weighs  above  fix-and-thirty  pounds, 
which  is  fo  much  the  more  ridi¬ 
culous,  as  the  Egyptian  horfes  are 
very  lmall. 

The  bridles  is  equally  ill  con¬ 
trived  ;  it  is  a  kind  of  fnaffle,  but 
without  a  joint,  and  with  a  curb, 
which,  being  only  an  iron  ring, 
binds  the  jaw  fo  as  to  lacerate  the 
ficin,  fo  that  the  bars  are  injured, 
and  the  horfe  abfolutely  has  no 
mouth.  This  neceffarily  refults 
from  the  practice  of  the  Mamlouks, 
who,  inilead  of  managing  the 
mouth,  like  us,  deftroy  it  by  violent 
and  fudden  checks,  which  they 
employ  particularly  in  a  manoeu¬ 
vre  peculiar  to  them.  This  confifls 
in  putting  the  horfe  on  a  full 
gallop,  and  fuddenly  flopping  him, 
when  ar  his  higheft  fpeed.  Check¬ 


ed  thus  by  the  bit,  the  horfe  bends 
in  his  hind  legs,  ftiffens  the  fore,  and 
Aides  along  like  a  horfe  of  wood. 
How  much  this  manoeuvre  mutt  in¬ 
jure  the  legs  and  mouth  may  eafiiy 
be  conceived  ;  but  the  Mamlouks 
think  it  graceful,  and  it  is  adapted 
to  their  mode  of  fighting.  Not- 
withftanding  however  their  iliort 
ftirrups,  and  the  perpetual  motion 
of  their  bodies,  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  they  are  firm  and  vigorous 
horfemen,  and  that  they  have  a  war¬ 
like  appearance,  which  pleafes  the 
eye  even  of  a  ftranger  ;  it  mutt  alfo 
be  allowed,  they  have  iliewn  more 
judgment  in  the  choice  of  their 
arms. 

Arms  of  the  Mamlouks. 

Their  principal  weapon  is  an 
Englifh.  carbine  about  thirty  inches 
long,  and  of  fo  large  a  bore  as  to 
difcharge  ten  or  twelve  balls  at  a 
time,  which,  even  without  (kill, 
cannot  fail  of  great  execution. 
They  befides  carry  at  their  belt 
two  large  piftols,  which  are  fattened 
to  feme  part  of  their  garments  by 
a  filk  firing.  At  the  bow  of  the 
faddle  fometimes  hangs  a  heavy 
mace,  to  knock  down  their  enemy, 
and  on  the  left  thigh  is  fufpended, 
by  a  fhoulder-belt,  a  crooked  fabre, 
of  a  kind  little  known  in  Europe; 
the  length  of  the  blade,  in  a  right 
line,  from  the  hilt  to  the  point,  is 
not  more  than  twenty- four  inches, 
but  meafured  in  the  curve  is  at  leaft 
thirty.  This  form,  which  appears 
whimfical  to  us,  has  not  been  a- 
dopted  without  motives ;  experience 
teaches  us,  that  the  effect  of  a  ftrait 
blade  is  limited  to  the  place  and 
moment  of  its  fall,  as  it  a£ts  merely 
from  preffure  :  a  crooked  blade,  on 
the  contrary,  preferiting  its  edge  in 

retiring. 
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retiring,  Aides  by  the  effort  of  the 
arm,  and  continues  its  a&ion  longer. 
The  baibarians,  who  generally  ap¬ 
ply  themfelves  moft  to  the  deftruc- 
tive  arts,  have  not  fuffered  this  ob- 
fervation  to  efcape  them  ;  and 
hence  the  life  of  fcymetars,  fo  ge¬ 
neral  and  fo  ancient  in  the  Eaftern 
world.  The  Mamlouks  commonly 
procure  theirs  from  Constantinople, 
and  from  Europe  ;  but  the  Beys 
rival  each  other  in  Perfian  blades, 
and  in  fabres  of  the  ancient  Aeel  of 
Damafcus  *■  for  which  they  fre¬ 
quent  pay  as  high  as  forty  or  fifty 
pounds  fterling.  The  qualities  they 
efteem  in  them  are  lightnefs,  the 
equality  and  ring  of  the  temper, 
the  waving  of  the  iron,  and,  above 
all,  the  keennefs  of  the  edge,  which 
it  muft  be  allowed  is  exquifite ;  but 
thefe  blades  have  the  defeat  of  be¬ 
ing  as  brittle  as  glafs. 

Education  and  Exercifes  of  the 
Mamlouks . 

The  art  of  ufing  thefe  arms  con- 
ftitutes  the  education  of  the  Mam- 
iouks,  and  the  whole  occupation  of 
their  lives.  Every  day,  early  in  the 
morning,  the  greater  part  of  them 
rclort  to  a  plain,  without  Cairo,  and 
there,  riding  full  fpeed,  exercile 
themfelves  in  drawing  out  their  car¬ 
bine  expeditioufly  from  the  banda- 
leer,  dilcharging  it  with  good  aim, 
and  then  throwing  it  under  their 
thigh, to  feizea  piftol, which  they  fire 
and  throwovertheirilioulder •  imme¬ 
diately  firing  a  fecond,  and  throwing 
it  in  the  fame  manner,  trufting  to 
the  firing  by  which  they  are  fatten¬ 
ed,  without  lofing  time  to  return 
them  to  their  place.  The  Beys 


who  are  prefent  encourage  them  ; 
and  whoever  breaks  the  earthen 
veffel  which  ferves  by  way  of  butt, 
receives  great  commendations  and 
money,  as  a  recompenfe.  They 
pradtife  alfo  the  management  of  the 
fabre,  and  efpeci-aily  the  coup  de 
reavers  which  cuts  upwards,  and  is 
the  moft  difficult  ro  parry.  Their 
blades  are  fo  keen,  and  they  handle 
them  fo  well,  that  many  of  them 
can  cut  a  clue  of  wet  cotton,  like 
a  piece  of  butter.  They  likewife 
fhoot  with  bows  and  arrows, though 
they  no  longer  ufe  them  in  battle  ; 
but  their  favourite  exercife  is  throw¬ 
ing  the  djerid :  this  word,  which 
properly  means  a  reed,  is  generally 
ufed  to  fignify  any  ftaff  thrown  by 
the  hand,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Roman  pilum.  Inftead  of  a  ftaff, 
the  Mamlouks  make  ufe  of  branches 
of  the  palm-tree,  frefh  ftripped. 
Thefe  branches,  which  have  the 
form  of  the  l'talk  of  an  artichoke, 
are  four  feet  long,  and  weigh  five  or 
fix  pounds.  Armed  with  thefe,  the 
cavaliers  enter  the  lifts,  and,  riding 
full  fpeed,  throw  them  at  each  other 
from  a  confiderable  diftance.  The 
affailant,  as  foon  as  he  has  thrown, 
turns  his  horfe,  and  his  antagonift 
purfues,  and  throws  his  in  his  turn. 
The  horfes,  accuftomed  to  this  ex  ¬ 
ercife,  fecond  their  mafters  fo  well, 
that  they  feem  alfo  to  firare  in  the 
pleafure.  But  this  pleafure  is  at¬ 
tended  with  danger  ;  for  lome  can 
dart  thisweapon  with  fo  much  force, 
as  frequently  to  wound,  and  fome- 
times  mortally.  Ill-fated  was  the 
man  who  could  not  efcape  the 
djerid  of  Ali  Bey  !  Thefe  fports, 
which  to  us  feem  barbarous,  are 
intimately  connected  with  the  poii- 


*  I  fay  ancient,  for  fteel  is  now  no  longer  made  there. 
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ticai  ftate  of  nations.  Not  three 
centuries  ago  they  exifted  among 
ourfelves,  and  their  being  laid  afide 
is  lefs  owing  to  the  accident  of 
Henry  the  Second,  or  to  a  fpirit 
of  philofophy,  than  to  the  ftate 
of  internal  peace  which  has  render¬ 
ed  them  uleiefs.  Among  the  Turks 
and  iViamlouks,  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  retained,  becaufe  the  anar¬ 
chy  in  which  they  live  continues  to 
render  whatever  relates  to  the  art  of 
war  absolutely  neceffary.  Let  us 
now  confide!*  whether  their  progrefs 
in  this  art  be  proportionate  to  their 
practice. 

Military  Jk.il i  of  the  Mamlouks, 

In  Europe,  when  we  hear  of 
troops,  and  of  war,  we  immediately 
figure  to  ourfelves  a  number  of  men 
diflributed  into  companies,  batta¬ 
lions,  and  fquadrons  ;  with  uni¬ 
forms  well  fitted,  and  of  different 
colours,  ranks  and  lines  formed, 
combinations  of  particular  manoeu¬ 
vres,  or  general  evolutions;  and,  in 
a  word,  a  complete  fyftem  of  opera¬ 
tions  founded  on  eftablilhed  princi¬ 
ples.  Thefe  ideas  are  juft,  relative 
to  ourfelves,  but,  when  applied  to 
the  countries  of  which  we  are  treat¬ 
ing,  are  erroneous  indeed.  The 
iViamlouks  know  nothing  of  our 
military  arts;  they  have  neither 
uniforms,  nor  order,  nor  difcipline, 
nor  even  fubordination.  Their 
troops  are  a  mob,  their  march  a 
riot,  their  battles  duels,  and  their 
war  a  fcene  of  robbery  and  plunder, 
which  ordinarily  begins  even  :n  the 
very  city  of  CaiiO;  and  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  there  is  the  leaft  realon 
to  expett  it,  A  cabal  gathers  to¬ 
gether,  the  Beys  mount  on  horle- 
back  the  alarm  Ipreads,  and  their 
adverfaiies  appear:  they  charge 


each  other  in  the  ftieet,  fabre  in 
hand  ;  a  few  murders  decide  the 
quarrel,  and  the  weakeft  or  moft 
timid  is  exiled.  The  people  are 
mere  cyphers  in  thefe  affrays.  Of 
what  importance  is  it  to  them  that 
their  tyrants  cut  each  others  throats? 
But  it  muft  not  be  imagined  that 
they  ftand  by  indifferent  fpedlators, 
that  would  be  too  dangerous  in  the 
midft  of  bullets  and  fcymetars ; 
every  one  makes  his  efcape  from 
the  fcene  of  action  till  tranquillity 
is  reftored.  Sometimes  the  popu¬ 
lace  pillage  the  houfes  of  the  exiled, 
which  the  conquerors  never  at¬ 
tempt  to  prevent.  And  it  will  not 
be  improper  here  to  obferve,  that 
the  phrafes  employed  in  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Gazettes,  fuch  as  “  The  Beys 
<c  have  raifed  re  emit  s,  the  Beys  have 
“  excited  the  people  to  revolt ,  the  Beys 
“  have  favoured  one  party  J  are  ill 
calculated  to  furnifh  accurate  ideas. 
In  the  differences  of  the  Beys,  the 
people  are  never  any  thing  more 
than  merely  paftive  inftruments. 

Sometimes  the  war  is  transferred 
to  the  country,  but  the  art  and  con¬ 
duct  of  the  combatants  is  not  more 
confpicuous.  The  ftrongeft,  or  moft 
daring  party  purfues  the  other.  If 
they  are  equal  in  courage,  they  wait 
for  each  other,  or  appoint  a  rendez¬ 
vous,  where,  without  regarding  the 
advantages  of  lituation,  the  refpec- 
tive  troops  affemble  in  platoons, 
the  boldeft  marching  at  their  head. 
They  advance  towards  their  ene¬ 
mies,  mutual  defiances  pafs,  the 
attack  begins, and  every  one  choofes 
his  man  :  they  fire,  if  they  can,  and 
prefently  fall  on  with  the  fabre:  it 
is  then  the  manageablenefs  of  the 
horfe  and  dexterity  of  the  cavalier 
are  difplayed.  If  the  former  falls, 
the  deftruction  of  the  latter  is  in¬ 
evitable.  In  defeats,  the  valets, 

who 
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who  are  always  p  re  Cent,  remount 
their  inafters  ;  and  if  there  are  no 
witnefles  near,  frequently  knock 
them  on  the  head  to  obtain  the 
fequins  they  never  fail  to  carry. 
The  battle  is  often  decided  by  the 
death  of  two  or  three  of  the  com¬ 
batants.  Of  late  years,  efpecialiy, 
the  Mamlouks  feem  convinced,  that 
as  their  patrons  are  the  perfons  prin¬ 
cipally  interefted,  they  ought  to  en¬ 
counter  the  greateft  dangers,  and 
therefore  prefently  leave  them  the 
enjoyment  of  that  honour.  If  they 
gain  the  advantage,  fo  much  the 
better  for  all  concerned  ;  if  they  are 
overcome,  they  capitulate  with  the 
conqueror,  who  frequently  makes 
his  conditions  beforehand,  There 
is  nothing  to  be  gained  but  by  re* 
maining  quiet  ;  they  are  fure  of 
finding  a  mafter  who  pays,  and  they 
return  to  Cairo  to  life  at  his  ex¬ 
pence  until  feme  new  revolution 
takes  place. 

Difcipline  of  the  Matnleuhs. 

The  interefted  and  inconftsnt 
character  of  this  militia,  is  a  necef- 
iary  confequence  of  its  origin  and 
conftitution.  The  young  peafant, 
fold  in  Mingrelia  or  Georgia,  no 
fooner  arrives  in  Egypt,  than  his 
ideas  undergo  a  total  alteration. 
A  new  and  extraordinary  feene 
opens  before  him,  where  every 
thing  conduces  to  awaken  his  auda¬ 
city  and  ambition  ;  though  now  a 
flave,  he  feems  deftined  to  become 
a  mafter,  and  already  afTumes  the 
fpirit  of  his  future  condition.  He 
calculates  how  far  he  is  neceflfary  to 
his  patron,  and  obliges  him  to  pur- 
chafe  his  fervices  and  his  zeal; 
thefe  he  meafures  by  the  falary  he 
receives,  or  that  which  he  experts  ; 
and  as  in  fuch  ftate  money  is  the 


only  motive,  the  chief  attention  of 
the  mafter  is  to  fatisfy  the  avidity 
of  his  fervants,  in  order  to  fecure 
their  attachment.  Hence  that  pro¬ 
digality  of  the  Beys,  fo  ruinous  to 
Egypt,  which  t hey  pillage  ;  that 
want  of  fubordination  in  the  Mam¬ 
louks,  fo  fatal  to  the  chiefs  whom 
they  defpoil ;  and  thofe  intrigues, 
which  never  ceafe  to  agitate  the 
whole  nation.  No  fooner  is  a  flave 
enfranchifed  than  he  afpires  to  the 
principal  employments  ;  and,  who 
is  to  oppofe  his  pretenfions?  In  thofe 
who  command,  he  difeovers  no  fu- 
periority  of  talents  which  can  im- 
prefs  him  with  refpe£t ;  in  them  he 
only  fees  foldiers  like  himfelf,  ar¬ 
rived  at  power  by  the  decrees  of fate  ; 
and  if  it  pleafe  fate  to  favour  him, 
he  will  attain  it  alfo,  nor  will  he  be 
lefs  able  in  the  art  of  governing, 
which  confi its  only  in  taking  money, 
and  giving  blows  with  the  fabre. 

From  this  fyftem  alfo  has  arifen 
an  unbridled  luxury,  which,  in- 
dulging  the  gratification  of  every 
imaginary  want,  has  opened  an  un¬ 
limited  field  to  the  rapacity  of  the 
great.  This  luxury  is  fo  exceffive, 
that  there  is  not  a  Mamlouk,  whofe 
maintenance  coils  iefs  than  twenty- 
five  hundred  livres  (a  hundred  and 
four  pounds)  annually,  and  many  of 
them  coil  double  that  fum.  At 
every  return  of  the  Ramadan,  they 
muft  have  a  new  fuit,  French  and 
Venetian  cloths,  and  Damafcus  and 
Indian  lluffs.  They  muft  often  like- 
wife  be  provided  with  new  horfes 

and  harnefs.  They  muft  have 

* 

piftols  and  fabres  from  Damafcus, 
gilt  ftirrups,  and  faddles  and  bridles 
plated  with  filver.  The  chiefs,  to 
diftinguifli  them  from  the  vulgar, 
muft  have  trinkets,  precious  ftones. 
Arabian  horfes  of  two  or  three 
hundred  pounds  value,  fhawls  of 

Cafhmire 
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Cailimue,  worth  from  five-aad- 


twenty  to  fifty  pounds  each,  and  a 
variety  of  peliffes,  the  cheapeft  of 
which  cods  above  twenty  pounds*. 
The  women  have  reje&ed  the  an¬ 
cient  cuftom  of  wearing  fequins  on 
the  head  and  bread,  as  not  fuffi- 
tiently  fplendid  and  codly,  and  in 
their  dead  have  fubdituted  dia¬ 
monds,  emeralds,  rubies,  and  the 
fined  pearls  *  and  to  their  fondnefs 
of  fhawls  and  furs,  have  added  a 
pafiion  for  Lion  duds  and  laces. 
When  fuch  luxuries  are  become  the 
necedaries  of  thofe  whofe  authority 
is  without  controul,  and  who  neither 
refpe6t  the  rights  of  property,  nor 
the  life  of  their  inferiors,  it  is  eafy 
to  conceive  what  mud  be  the  con¬ 
dition  of  their  iubjedts  who  are 
obliged  to  furnidi  them  with  what¬ 
ever  their  caprice  may  require. 

Manners  of  the  Mamhuks. 

The  manners  of  the  Mamlouks 
sire  fuch,  that  though  1  Oval!  ftrifitly 
adhere  to  truth,  I  am  aimod  afraid 
1  ilia  it  be  fufp.e6i.ed  of  prejudice  and 
exaggeration.  Born  for  the  mod 
part  in  the  rites  of  the  Greek 
church,  and  circumcifed  the  mo¬ 
ment  they  are  bought,  they  are 
eonfidered  by  the  Turks  themfeives 
as  renegadoes,  void  of  faith  and  of 
religion.  Strangers  to  each  other, 
they  are  not  bound  by  thole  natu¬ 
ral  ties  which  unite  the  red  of 
mankind.  Without  parents,  with¬ 
out  children,  the  pad  has  done  no¬ 
thing  for  them,  and  they  do  nothing 
for  the  future.  Ignorant  and  fu per¬ 
ditions  from  education,  they  be¬ 
come  ferocious  from  the  murders 


they  commit,  perfidious  from  fre¬ 
quent  cabals,  feditious  from  tumults, 
and  bafe,  deceitful,  and  corrupted 
by  every  fpecies  of  debauchery. 
They  arc,  above  all,  addidled  to 
that  abominable  wickednefs  which 
was  at  all  times  the  vice  of  the 
Greeks  and  of  the  Tartars,  and  is 
the  fird  leflon  they  receive  from 
their  maders.  It  is  difficult  to  ac¬ 
count  for  this  tade,  when  we  con- 
fider  that  they  all  have  women, 
unlefs  we  fuppofe  they  feek  in  one 
fex,  that  poignancy  of  refusal  which 
they  do  not  permit  the  other.  It  is 
however  very  certain,  that  there  is 
not  a  fingte  Mamlouk  but  is  pol¬ 
luted  by  this  depravity*  and  the 
contagion  is  fpread  among  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Ca*ro,  and  even  the 
Chriftians  of  Syria  who  re  fide  in 
that  city. 

Government  of  the  Mamhuks. 

Such  are  the  men  who  at  prefent 
govern  and  decide  the  fate  of  E- 
gypt :  a  few  lucky  drokes  of  the 
labre,  a  greater  portion  of  cunning, 
or  audacity,  have  conferred  on  them 
this  pre-eminence  *  but  it  is  not  to 
be  imagined  that  in  changing  for¬ 
tune  thefe  updarts  change  their  cha¬ 
racter  *  they  have  dill  the  mean- 
nefs  of  Haves,  though  advanced  to 
the  rank  of  monarehs.  Sovereignty 
with  them  is  not  the  difficult  art  of 
directing  to  one  common  obje6t  the 
various  pallia  ns  of  a  numerous  fo- 
ciety,  but  only  the  means  of  pof- 
felliug  more  women,  more  toys, 
horles,  and  flaves,»  and  fatisfying 
all  their  caprices.  The  whole  ad- 
minidration,  internal  and  external, 


*  The  European  merchants,  who  have  adopted  this  luxury,  do  not  think  they 
have  a  decent  wardrobe,  unlefi,  its  value  exceeds  twelve  or  fifteen  thoufand  livres 
(five  or  fix  hundred  pounds.) 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


is  conduced  on  this  principle.  It 
confilts  in  managing  the  court  of 
Conftantinople,  fo  as  to  dude  the 
tribute  or  the  menaces  of  the  ful- 
tan  i  and  in  purchafing  a  number 
of  flaves,  multiplying  partifans, 
countermining  plots,  and  deffroy- 
ing  their  tecret  enemies  by  the 
dagger,  or  by  poifon.  Ever  tor¬ 
tured  by  the  anxiety  of  fufpicion, 
the  chiefs  live  like  the  ancient  ty¬ 
rants  of  Syracufe.  Morad  and  Ibra¬ 
him  fleep  continually  in  the  midft 
of  carbines  and  fabres,  nor  have 
they  any  idea  of  police  or  public 
order  *.  Their  only  employment 
is  to  procure  money  ;  and  the  me¬ 
thod  conlidered  as  the  moll  fimple, 
is  to  feize  it  wherever  it  is  to  be 
found,  to  wreft  it  by  violence  from 
its  poffefior,  and  to  impofe  arbitrary 
contributions  every  moment  on  the 
villages  and  on  the  cuttom-houfe, 
which,  in  its  turn,  levies  them 
again  upon  commerce. 


A  particular  Account  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Druzes,  a  People  of 
Syria.  -—From  the  Janie  Work. 

HE  Druzes,  as  well  as  the 
Maronites,  may  be  divided 
into  two  dalles,  the  common  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  people  of  eminence 
and  property,  diftinguifhed  by  the 
title  of  Shaiks  and  Emirs,  or  de- 
fcendants  of  princes.  The  greater 
part  are  cultivators,  either  as  far¬ 
mers  or  proprietors  j  every  man 


us 

lives  on  his  inheritance,  improving 
his  mulberry-trees  and  vineyards  ; 
in  fome  ditlridts  they  grow  tobacco, 
cotton,  and  fome  grain,  but  the 
quantity  of  thele  is  inconfiderable. 
It  appears  that,  at  fi r ft,  all  the  lands 
were,  as  formerly  in  Europe,  in  the 
hands  of  a  Imail  number  of  fami¬ 
lies.  But,  to  render  them  produc¬ 
tive,  the  great  proprietors  were 
forced  to  fell  part  of  them,  and  let 
leafe^,  which  fubdivillon  is  become 
the  chief  fource  of  the  power  of  the 
Hate,  by  multiplying  the  number 
of  perfons  interested  in  the  public 
weal  :  there  ftill  exifts  however, 
fome  traces  of  the  original  inequa¬ 
lity,  which  even  at  this  day  pro¬ 
duces  pernicious  effects.  The  great 
property  poflelTed  by  fame  families, 
gives  them  too  much  influence  in 
all  the  meafures  of  the  nation  ;  and 
their  private  interefts  have  too  great 
weight  in  every  public  tranfa&ion. 
Their  hiflory,  for  fome  years  back, 
affords  fufficient  proofs  of  this ;  fmce 
all  the  civil  or  foreign  wars  in  which 
they  have  been  engaged  have  ori¬ 
ginated  in  the  ambition  and  per- 
ional  views  of  fome  of  the  principal 
families,  l'uch  as  the  Lelbeks,  the 
Djambelats,  thelfmaels  of  Solyma, 
&c.  The  Shaiks  of  thefe  houfes, 
who  alone  poflefs  one  tenth  part  of 
the  country,  procured  creatures  by 
their  money,  and,  dt  laft,  involved 
all  the  Druzes  in  their  diflentions. 
It  muff,  be  owned,  however,  that, 
poflibly,  to  this  confli6t  between 


*  When  I  was  at  Cairo,  fome  Mamlouks  carried  off  the  wife  of  a  Jew,  who 
was  pafling  the  Nile  with  her  hufband.  The  Jew  having  complained  to  Morad, 
that  Bey  repbed  in  his  rough  tone  of  voice  ;  ifeU,  let  the  young  folks  amufe  them- 
fel<ves !  In  the  evening,  the  Mamlouks  acquainted  the  Jew  that  they  would  re- 
ftore  him  his  wife  if  he  would  pay  them  one  hundred  piafters  for  their  trouble  { 
and  to  this  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit.  This  inftance  is  the  more  in  point,  fince 
in  this  country  women  arc  held  more  facred  than  life  itfelf* 

Contending 
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contending  parties  the  whole  nation 
owes  the  good  fortune  of  never  hav¬ 
ing  been  enfUved  by  its  chief. 

This  chief,  called  Hakem ,  or  go¬ 
vernor,  alfo  Emir,  or  Prince,  is  a 
fort  of  a  king  or  general,  who  unites 
In  bis  own  perfon  the  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  powers.  His  dignity  is  fome- 
times  iranfmirted  from  father  to  fon, 
(ome times  trom  one  brother  to  an¬ 
other,  and  the  lucceiiion  is  deter¬ 
mined  rather  by  force  than  any 
certain  laws.  Females  can  in  no 
cafe  pretend  to  this  inheritance. 
They  are  already  excluded  from 
fucceflion  in  civil  affairs,  and,  con- 
fequently,  can  ill'll  lefs  expedf  it  in 
political  :  in  general,  the  Afiatic 
governments  are  too  turbulent,  and 
their  adminiftration  renders  mili¬ 
tary  talents  too  neceffary  to  admit 
of  the  fovereignty  of  women.  A- 
mong  the  D'ruzes,  the  male  line  of 
any  family  being  extinguifhed,  the 
government  devolves  to  him  who  is 
in  poffeffion  of  the  greateft  number 
of  fuffragcs  and  refources.  Byt  the 
firft  ftep  is  to  obtain  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  Turks,  of  whom  he  be¬ 
comes  the  vaffitl  and  tributory.  It 
even  happens,  that,  not  unfrequent- 
iy  to  affert  their  fupremacy,  they 
name  the  Hakem ,  contrary  to  the 
wiihes  of  the  nation,  as  in  the  cafe 
of  limael  Hafbeya,  railed  to  that 
dignity  by  Djezzar  ;  but  this  con- 
flraint  tails  no  longer  than  it  is 
maintained  by  that  violence  which 
gave  it  birth.  The  office  of  the 
governor  is  to  watch  over  the  good 
order  of  the  (late,  and  to  prevent 
the  Emirs,  Shaiks,  and  villages 
irOm  making  war  on  each  other  ; 
in  cafe  of  difobedience,  he  may  em¬ 
ploy  force.  He  is  alfo  at  the  head 
of  the  civil  power,  and  names  the 
Cadis,  only,  always  referving  to 


himfelf  the  power  of  life  and  death. 
He  collects  the  tribute,  from  which 
he  annually  pays  to  the  Pacha  a 
ilated  fum.  This  tribute  varies,  in 
proportion  as  the  nation  renders 
itielf  more  or  lefs  formidable  :  at 
the  beginning  of  this  century,  it 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fixty 
purfes,  (eight  thoufand  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  pounds),  but  Mel- 
hem  forced  the  Turks  to  reduce  it 
to  fixty.  In  1784,  Emir  Youfef 
paid  eighty  and  promifed  ninety. 
This  tribute,  which  is  called  Miri , 
is  impofed  on  the  mulberry-trees, 
vineyards,  cotton,  and  grain.  All 
lown  land  pays  in  proportion  to  its 
extent ;  every  foot  of  mulberries  is 
taxed  at  three  Medins,  or  three 
Sols,  nine  Deniers,  (not  quite  two¬ 
pence).  A  hundred  feet  of  vine¬ 
yard,  pays  a  Piafter,  or  forty  Me¬ 
dins,  and  frefh  meafurements  are 
often  made,  to  preferve  a  juft  pro¬ 
portion.  T  he  Shaiks  and  Emirs 
have  no  exemption  in  this  refpedl, 
and  it  may  be  truly  faid,  they  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  public  ftock  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  fortune.  The  col- 
itdlion  is  made  almoft  without  ex¬ 
pence.  Each  man  pays  his  con¬ 
tingent  at  Dair-el-Kamer,  if  he 
pleafes,  or  to  the  collectors  of  the 
prince,  who  make  a  circuit  round 
the  country,  after  the  crop  of  filks. 
T  he  iurplus  of  this  tribute  is  for 
the  prince,  fo  that  it  is  his  inlereit 
to  reduce  the  demands  of  the  Turks, 
as  it  would  be  likewife  to  augment 
the  import  ;  but  this  mealure  re¬ 
quires  the  landlion  of  the  Shaiks, 
who  have  the  privilege  of  oppofing 
it.  The  if  confent  is  neceffary,  like¬ 
wife,  for  peace  and  war.  In  thele 
cafes,  the  Emir  murt  convoke  gene¬ 
ral  affemblies,  and  lay  before  them 
the  Hate  of  his  affairs.  There,  every 

Shaik, 
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Shaik,  and  every  Peafant,  who  has 
any  reputation  for  courage  or  un¬ 
demanding,  is  entitled  to  give  his 
fuffrage,  fo  that  this  government’ 
may  be  conlidered  as  a  well-propor¬ 
tioned  mixture  of  monarchy,  arifto- 
cracy,  and  democracy.  Every  thing 
depends  on  circumflances ;  if  the 
governor  he  a  man  of  ability,  he  is 
abfolute*  if  weak,  a  cypher.  This 
proceeds  from  the  want  of  fixed 
laws;  a  want  common  to  all  Afia, 
and  the  radical  caufe  of  all  the  dif- 
orders  in  the  governments  of  the 
Afiatic  nations. 

Neither  the  chief,  nor  the  indi¬ 
vidual  Emirs,  maintain  troops  ;  they 
have  only  perlons  attached  to  the 
domeftic  fervice  of  their  houfes, 
and  a  tew  black  fiaves.  When  the 
nation  makes  war,  every  man,  whe¬ 
ther  Shaik  or  Peafant,  able  to  bear 
arms,  is  called  upon  to  march.  He 
takes  with  him  a  little  bag  ot  flour, 
a  mufket,  fome  b u I i e t - ,  a  lrnali 
quantity  of  powder,  made  in  his 
village,  and  repairs  to  the  rendez¬ 
vous  appointed  by  the  governor. 
If  it  be  a  civil  war,  as  fonietimes 
happens,  the  fervants,  the  farmers, 
and  their  friends,  take  up  arms  for 
their  patron,  or  the  chief  of  their 
lamily,  and  repair  to  his  flanoard. 
In  fuch  cafes,  the  parties  ir ri rated, 
frequently  teem  on  the  point  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  la  ft  extremities ;  but 
they  feldom  have  recourfe  to  acts  of 
violence,  or  attempt  the  death  ot 
each  other  ;  mediators  always  in- 
terpofe,  and  the  quarrel  is  appealed 
the  more  readily  as  each  patron  is 
obliged  to  provide  his  followers  with 
provifions  and  ammunition.  This 
lyilem,  which  produces  happy  ef¬ 
fects  in  civil  troubles,  is  attended 
with  great  inconvenience  in  foreign 
wars,  as  lufficiently  appeared  in  that 
of  1784.  Djezzar,  who  knew  that 
Vol.  XXIX. 
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the  whole  army  lived  at  the  expence 
of  the  Emir  Youfef,  aimed  at  no¬ 
thing  but  delay,  and  the  Druzes, 
who  were  not  difpleafed  at  being 
fed  for  doing  nothing,  prolonged 
the  operations ;  but  the  Emir,  wea¬ 
ried  of  paying,  concluded  a  treaty, 
the  terms  of  which  were  not  a  little 
rigorous  for  him,  and  eventually 
tor  the  whole  nation,  fince  nothing 
is  more  certain  than  that  the  in- 
terefls  of  a  prince  and  his  fubiects 
are  always  infeparable. 

The  ceremonies  to  which  I  have 
been  a  witneli  on  thefe  occafions, 
bear  a  ftriking  refemblance  to  the 
cuftoms  of  ancient  times.  When 
the  Emir  and  the  Shaiks  had  deter¬ 
mined  on  war,  at  Dair*el-Kamar, 
criers  in  the  evening  afcended  the 
fummits  of  the  mountains ;  and  there 
began  to  cry  with  a  loud  voice  : 
To  war,  to  war ;  take  your  guns ,  take 
your  piftols:  noble  Shaiks ,  mount  your 
horfes  ;  arm  y  our  f elves  with  the  lance 
and  fabre  ;  rendezvous  to-morrow  at 
Dair  el-Kamar,  Zeal  of  God  !  zeal 
of  combats  !  This  fummons  heard 
from  the  neighbouring  villages,  was 
repeated  there,  and,  as  the  whole 
country  is  nothing  but  a  chain  of 
lofty  mountains  and  deep  valiies, 
the  proclamation  palled  in  a  few 
hours  to  the  frontiers.  Thefe  voices, 
from  the  ftilnefs  of  the  night,  the 
long  relounding  echoes,  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fubjedt,  had  fomething 
awful  and  terrible  in  their  eflfedt. 
Three  days  after,  fifteen  thoufand 
armed  men  rendezvoufed  at  Dair-el- 
Kamar,  and  operations  might  have 
been  immediately  commenced. 

W e  may  eafily  imagine  that  troops 
of  this  kind  no  way  refemble  our 
European  foldiers  ;  they  have  nei¬ 
ther  uniforms,  nor  difcipline,  nor 
order.  They  are  a  crowd  of  pea- 
fants  with  fhort  coats,  naked  legs. 
L  and 
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and  mulkets  in  their  bands ;  differ¬ 
ing  from  the  Turks  and  Mamlouks, 
in  that  they  are  all  foot ;  the  Shaiks 
and  Emirs  alone  having  horfes, 
which  are  of  little  ufe  from  the  rug¬ 
ged  nature  of  the  country.  War 
there  can  only  be  a  war  of  polls. 
The  Druzes  never  rifk  themfelves 
in  the  plain,  and  with  reafon,  for 
they  would  be  unable  to  (land  the 
fliock  of  cavalry,  having  no  bay¬ 
onets  to  their  mulkets.  Their  whole 
art  confills  in  climbing  rocks,  creep¬ 
ing  among  the  bufhes  and  blocks 
of  tione,  from  whence  their  fire  is 
the  more  dangerous ;  as  they  are 
covered,  fire  at  their  eafc,  and  by 
hunting,  and  military  fports,  have 
acquired  the  habit  of  hitting  a  mark 
with  great  dexterity.  They  are  ac- 
cullomed  to  fudden  inroads,  attacks 
by  night,  ambufcades,  and  all  thole 
coups  de  main,  which  require  to  fall 
luddenly  on,  and  come  to  clofe  fight 
with  the  enemy.  Ardent  in  im¬ 
proving  their  fuccefs,  eafily  difpirit- 
ed,  and  prompt  to  relume  their 
courage  j  daring  even  to  temerity, 
and  fometimes  ferocious,  they  pof- 
fefs  above  all,  two  qualities  eifen- 
tial  to  the  excellency  of  any  uoops; 
they  ftridtiy  obey  their  leaders,  and 
are  endowed  with  a  temperance  and 
vigour  of  health,  at  this  day  un¬ 
known  to  moil  civilized  nations. 
In  the  campaign  of  1784,  they 
palTed  three  months  in  the  open  air, 
without  tents,  or  any  other  cover¬ 
ing  than  a  fheep  Ikin  ;  yet  were 
there  not  more  deaths  or  maladies 
than  if  they  had  remained  in  their 
houfes.  Their  provilions  confided, 
as  at  other  times,  of  final l  loaves 
baked  on  the  allies,  or  on  a  brick, 


raw  onions,  cheefe,  olives,  fruits, 
and  a  little  wine.  The  table  of  the 
chiefs  was  almoil  as  frugal,  and  we 
may  affirm,  that  they  fubfifted  a 
hundred  days,  on  what  the  fame 
number  of  Englishmen  or  French¬ 
men  would  not  have  lived  ten. 
They  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
fcience  of  fortification,  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  artillery,  or  encampments, 
nor,  in  a  word,  any  thing  which 
conftitutes  the  art  of  war.  But, 
had  they  among  them  a  few  per- 
fons  verfed  in  military  fcience, 
they  would  readily  acquire  its  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  become  a  formidable 
foldiery.  This  would  be  the  more 
eafily  effected,  as  their  mulberry 
plantations  and  vineyards  do  not 
occupy  them  aii  the  year,  and  they 
could  afford  much  time  for  military 
exerciles  *. 

By  the  lall  elliniates,  it  appears 
the  number  of  men  able  to  bear 
arms  was  forty  thoufand, which  fup- 
pofes  a  total  population  of  a  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  thoufand:  no  ad¬ 
dition  is  to  be  made  to  this  calcu¬ 
lation,  fince  there  are  no  Druzes 
in  the  cities  or  on  the  coail.  As 
th  e  whole  country  contains  only  one 
hundred  and  ten  fquare  leagues, 
there  refults  for  every  league  one 
thoufand  and  ninety  perfons;  which 
is  equal  to  the  population  of  our 
richell  provinces.  To  render  this 
more  remarkable,  it  mull  be  ob~ 
ferved  that  the  foil  is  not  fertile, 
that  a  great  many  eminences  re¬ 
main  uncultivated,  that  they  do  not 
grow  corn  enough  to  fupport  them- 
feives  three  months  in  the  year,  that 
they  have  no  manufactures,  and  that 
all  their  exportations  are  confined 


*  In  this  leifure  time,  when  the  crop  of  fdk  is  over  in  Lebanon,  a  great  many 
peafants,  like  our  inhabitants  of  the  Limoufin,  leave  the  mountain*  to  get  in  the 
ha: yell  in  the  plains. 

to 
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to  lilks  and  cottons,  the  balance  of 
.which  exceeds  very  little  the  im¬ 
portation  of  corn  from  the  Hauran, 
the  oils  of  Paieftine,  and  the  rice 
and  coffee  they  procure  from  Bai- 
rout. — Whence  arifes  then  fuch  a 
number  of  inhabitants  within  fo 
fwali  a  fpace  ?  I  can  discover  no 
other  cauie,  than  rhat  ray  of  liberty 
'which  glimmers  in  this  country. 
Unlike  the  Turks,  every  man  lives 
in  a  perfect  fecurity  of  his  life  and 
property.  The  pealant  is  nor  richer 
than  in  other  countries ;  but  he  is 
tree,  “  he  fears  nor,”  as  I  have  of¬ 
ten  heard  them  fay,  “  that  the  A- 
ga,  the  Kaimmakam,  or  the  Pa- 
**  cha,  fhoiild  ifendf  their  Djendis  *, 
**  to  piliage  his  houfe,  carry  off  his 
“  family,  or  give  him  the  baftina- 
“  do,”  Such  oppreffions  are  un¬ 
known  among  thefe  mountains.  Se¬ 
curity,  therefore,  has  been  the  ori¬ 
ginal  caufe  of  population  from  that 
inherent  delire  which  all  men  have 
to  multiply  themielves  wherever 
they  hnd  an  ealy  fubfiftence.  The 
frugality  of  the  nation,  which  is 
content  with  little,  has  been  a  fe- 
CQndary,  and  not  lefs  powerful  rea- 
lon ;  and  a  third,  is  the  emigration 
of  a  number  of  Chriftian  families, 
who  daily  defert  the  Turkifh  pro¬ 
vinces  to  fettle  in  Mount  Lebanon, 
where  they  are  received  with  open 
arms  by  the  Maronites,  from  fimi- 
Jarity  of  religion,  and  by  the  Druzes 
from  principles  of  toleration,  and  a 
convithion  how  much  it  is  the  in- 
tereft  of  every  country  to  multiply 
the  number  of  its  cultivators,  con- 
lumers  and  allies.  They  all  live 
quietly  together  •  but  1  cannot  help 
adding,  that  the Chrillians  frequent¬ 
ly  difplay  an  indifcreet  and  med¬ 


dling  zeal,  too  well  calculated  to 
difturb  this  tranquillity. 

Thecomparifon, which  the  Druzes 
often  have  an  opportunity  of  mak¬ 
ing,  between  their  fituation  and  that 
of  other  fubjedts  of  the  Turkifh  go¬ 
vernment,  has  given  them  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  opinion  of  their  fupe- 
riority,  which,  by  a  natural  eflfedU 
has  an  influence  on  their  perfonal 
character.  Exempt  from  the  vio¬ 
lence  and  infuhs  of  defpotifm,  they 
confider  themfelves  as  more  perfect 
than  their  neighbours,  becaufe  they 
have  the  good  fortune  not  to  be 
equally  debafed.  Hence  they  ac¬ 
quire  a  character  more  elevated, 
energetic  and  active;  in  fhort,  a 
genuine  republican  fpirit.  They 
are  confidered  throughout  the  Le¬ 
vant  as  reftlefs,  enterprifing,  hardy, 
and  brave  even  to  temerity.  Only 
three  hundred  of  them  have  been 
l«ten  to  enter  Damafcus  in  open  day, 
and  fpread  around  them  terror  anu 
carnage.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
i  hough  their  form  of  government  is 
nearly  fimilar,  the  Maronites  do  not 
poffefs  thefe  qualities  to  the  fame 
degree.  Enquiring  the  reafon,  one 
day,  in  a  company  where  this  ob- 
lervation  was  made,  in  confequence 
of  fame  recent  events,  an  old  Ma- 
ronite,  after  a  moment’s  filence, 
taking  his  pipe  from  his  mouth, 
and  curling  his  beard  round  his 
fingers,  made  anlwer,  “  Perhaps 
“  the  Druzes  would  be  more  afraid 
“  of  death,  did  they  believe  in  a 
“  future  ftate.”  Nor  are  they  great 
preachers  of  that  morality  which 
confifts  in  pardoning  injuries.  No 
people  are  more  nice  than  they 
with  refpedt  to  the  point  of  honour : 
any  offence  of  that  kind,  or  open 


*  Soldiers. 
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infult,  is  inftantly  pimifhed  by  blows 
of  the  kandjuror  the  mufket ;  while 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns, 
it  only  excites  injurious  retorts. 
Th  is  delicacy  has  occafioned  in  their 
manners  and  difcourfe,  a  referve, 
or,  if  you  will,  a  politenefs,  which 
one  is  aftonilhed  to  difcover  among 
peafants.  It  is  carried  even  to  dif- 
fimulation  and  falfehood,  efpecially 
among  the  chiefs,  whofe  greater  in- 
terefb  demand  greater  attentions, 
Circumfpe&ion  is  neceflary  to  all, 
from  the  formidable  confequences 
of  that  retaliation  of  which  1  have 
fpoken.  Thefe  cuftoms  may  appear 
barbarous  to  us  ;  but  they  have  the 
merit  of  fuppiying  the  deficiency  of 
regular  juftice,  which  is  neceflariiy 
tedious  and  uncertain  in  thefe  dif- 
orderly  and  almoft  anarchical  go¬ 
vernments. 

The  Druzes  have  another  point  of 
honour:  that  of  hofpitality.  Who¬ 
ever  prefents  himfelt  at  their  door 
in  the  quality  of  a  fuppliant  or  pal- 
fenger,  is  fare  of  being  entertained 
with  lodging  and  food,  in  the  mo  ft 
generous  and  nnafifedted  manner.  I 
have  often  feen  the  loweft  peafants 
give  the  hit  morfel  of  bread  they 
had  in  their  hcules  to  the  hungry 
traveller  ;  and  when  I  obferved  to 
them  that  they  wanted  prudence, 
their  anfwer  was,  “  God  is  liberal 
“  and  great,  and  all  men  are  bre- 
“  then.”  There  are,  therefore,  no 
inns  in  this  country,  anymore  than 
in  the  reft  of  Turkey,  When  they 
have  once  contraded  with  their 


gueft,  the  facred  engagement  of 
bread  and  fait,  no  fubfequent  event 
can  make  them  violate  it :  various 
inftances  of  this  are  related,  which 
do  honour  to  their  chara&er.  A 
few  years  ago,  an  Aga  of  the  Janif- 
faries,  having  been  engaged  in  a 
rebellion,  fled  from  Damascus,  and 
retired  among  the  Druzes.  The 
Pacha  was  informed  of  this,  and 
demanded  him  of  the  Emir,  threat¬ 
ening  to  make  war  on  him  in  cafe 
of  refufal.  The  Emir  demanded 
him  of  the  Shaik  Talhook,  who  had 
received  him  |  but  the  indignant 
Shaik  replied,  “  When  have  you 
“  known  the  Dtuzes  deliver  up 
“  their  guefts  ?  Tell  the  Emir, 
“  that,  as  iong  as  Talhouk  fhall 
“  preferve  his  beard,  not  a  hair  of 
“  the  head  of  his  fuppliant  fhall 
“  fall  f”  The  Emir  threatened  him 
with  force  ;  Talhouk  armed  his  fa¬ 
mily.  The  Emir,  dreading  a  re¬ 
volt,  adopted  a  method  pradtifed  as 
juridical  in  that  country.  He  de¬ 
clared  to  the  Shaik,  that  he  would 
cut  down  fifty  mulberry-trees  a  day, 
until  he  fihould  give  up  the  Aga. 
He  proceeded  as  far  as  a  thoufand, 
and  Talhouk  ftill  remained  inflexi¬ 
ble.  At  length,  the  other  Shaiks, 
enraged,  took  up  the  quarrel,  and 
the  commotion  was  about  to  become 
general,  when  the  Aga,  reproach¬ 
ing  himfelf  with  being  the  caufe  of 
fo  much  mifchief,  made  his  efcape, 
without  the  knowledge  even  of  Tal¬ 
houk  *. 

The  Druzes  have  alfo  the  pre¬ 
judices 


*  I  have  found  in  an  Arabic  manufcript,  another  anecdote,  which,  though 
foreign  to  my  pieient  fubject,  I  think  too  excellent  to  be  omitted. 

•f  In  the  time  of  the  Califfs,”  fays  the  author,  u  when  Abdalah,  the  jheddsr 
of  bloody  had  murdered  every  defendant  of  Ommiah  within  his  reach,  one  of 
^hat  family,  named  Ibrahim,  the  fon  of  Soliman,  fun  of  Abd-el-Malek,  had  the 
“  good  fortune  to  efcape,  and  reach  Koufa,  which  he  entered  in  difguife.  Koow- 
!i  irg  n©  perfon  in  whom  he  could  confide,  he  fat  down  under  the  portico  of  a 

“  larg® 
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judices  of  the  Bedouins  refpefting 
birth  ;  like  them  they  pay  great 
refpeft  to  the  antiquity  of  families  ; 
but  this  produces  no  eflential  in¬ 
conveniences.  The  nobility  of  the 
Emirs  and  Shaiks  does  not  exempt 
them  from  paying  tribute,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  revenues.  It  con¬ 
fers  on  them  no  prerogatives,  either 
in  the  attainment  of  landed  proper¬ 
ty,  or  public  employments.  In  this 
country,  no  more  than  in  all  Tur¬ 
key,  are  they  acquainted  with  game- 
laws,  or  glebes,  or  feigniorial,  or 
ecclefiafticai  tithes,  franc  fiefs  or 
alienation  fines  j  every  thing  is 
held,  as  I  have  (aid,  in  freehold: 
every  man,  after  paying  his  miri 
and  his  rent,  is  matter  of  his  pro¬ 
perty.  In  fhort,  by  a  particular 
privilege,  the  Druzes  and  iVIaron- 
ites  pay  no  fine  for  their  fucceflion  ; 
nor  does  the  Emir,  like  the  Sultan, 
arrogate  to  himfelf  original  and 
univerfal  property  :  there  exitts, 
neverthelels,  in  the  law  of  inheiit- 


ance,  an  imperfection  which  pro¬ 
duces  difagreeable  effedts.  Fathers 
have,  as  in  the  Roman  law,  the 
power  of  preferring  fuch  of  their 
children  as  they  think  proper  ; 
hence  it  has  happened,  in  feveral 
families  of  the  Shaiks,  that  the 
whole  property  has  centred  in  the 
fame  perfon,  who  has  perverted  it 
to  the  purpofe  of  intriguing  and 
caballing,  while  his  relations  re¬ 
main,  as  they  well  exprefs  it,  princes 
of  olives  and  cbeefe  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
poor  as  pea  (ants. 

In  confequence  of  their  prejudices, 
the  Druzes  do  not  choofe  to  make 
alliances  out  of  their  own  families. 
They  invariably  prefer  their  rela¬ 
tion,  though  poor,  to  a  rich  ftran- 
ger  ;  and  poor  peTants  have  been 
known  to  refufe  their  daughters  to 
merchants  o i  Saide  and  Bairout, 
who  poffetted  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
thouland  piatters.  They  obferve,al- 
fo,  to  a  certain  degree,  the  cultom 
of  the  Hebrews,  which  dire&ed  that 


*  large  houfe.  Soon  after  the  matter  arriving,  followed  by  feveral  fervants, 

‘  alighted  bom  his  horfe,  entered,  and,  feeing  the  ttranger,  afked  him  who  lie 
‘  was.  I  am  an  unfortunate  man,  replies  Ibrahim,  and  requett  from  thee  an 

*  afylum.  God  protect  thee,  find  the  rich  man;  enter,  and  remain  in  peace. 

‘  Ibrahim  lived  feveral  months  in  this  houfe,  without  being  queftioned  by  his 
f  hoft.  But,  attonifhed  to  fee  him  every  day  go  out  on  horfeback,  and  return,  at 

*  the  fame  hour,  he  ventured  one  day  to  enquire  the  realbn — I  have  been  in- 

*  formed,  replied  the  rich  man,  that  a  perfon  named  lbiahim,  the  fon  of  Soli- 
‘  man,  is  concealed  in  this  town  ;  he  hath  flain  my  father,  and  I  am  fearching 

*  for  him  to  retaliate. — Then  I  knew,  faid  Ibrahim,  that  God  had  purpofeiv 

*  conduced  me  to  that  place  ;  I  adored  his  decree,  and,  refigning  mylelf  to 
‘  death,  I  anfwered, — Qod  has  determined  to  avenge  thee,  offended  man  5  thy 
‘  victim  is  at  thy  feet.  The  rich  man,  aftonifhed,  replied, — O!  ftranger  !  I  fee 
‘  thy  misfortunes  have  made  thee  weary  of  life  ;  thou  fetlceii  to  lofe  it,  but  my 
‘  hand  cannot  commit  luch  a  crime. — I  do  not  deceive  thee,  laid  Ibrahim  ;  thy 

*  father  was  fuch  a  one  ;  we  met  each  other  in  fuch  a  place,  and  the  affair  hap- 

*  pened  in  fuch  and  fuch  a  manner.”  A  violent  trembling  then  feized  the  rich 
man;  his  teeth  chattered  as  if  from  intenfe  cold;  his  eyes  alternately  fpaikleti 
with  fury,  and  overflowed  with  tears.  In  this  agitation,  he  remained  a  long  time; 
at  length,  turning  to  Ibrahim — To-morrow,  faid  he,  deftiny  (hall  join  thee  to  my 
father,  and  God  will  have  retaliated.  But  as  for  me,  how  can  l  violate  the 
afylum  of  my  houfe  ?  Wretched  ftranger,  fly  from  my  prefence  !  There,  take 
thele  hundred  fequins  :  begone  quickly,  and  let  me  never  behold  thee  more ! 

L  3  a  brother 
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abrother  fhould  efpoufe  his  brother’* 
widow  ;  but  this  is  not  peculiar  to 
them,  for  they  retain  that  as  well 
as  federal  other  cuftoms  of  that  an¬ 
cient  people,  in  common  with  other 
inhabitants  of  Syria,  and  all  the 
Arab  tribes. 

In  fhort,  the  proper  and  diftinc- 
tive  character  of  the  Druze.s  is,  as 
I  have  raid ,  a  fort  of  republican 
fpirit,  which  gives  them  more  ener¬ 
gy  than  any  other  fubjeds  of  the 
Turkifti  government,  and  an  indif¬ 
ference  for  religion,  which  forms  a 
If r iking  contrail  with  the  zeal  of 
the  Mahometans  and  Chriftians.  In 
other  refpeds,  their  private  life, 
their  cuftoms  and  prejudices,  are 
the  fame  with  other  Orientals. 
They  may  marry  feveral  wives, 
and  repudiate  them  when  they 
chufe  ;  but,  except  by  the  Emir 
and  a  tew  men  ol  eminence,  that 
is  rarely  pradifed.  Occupied  with 
their  rural  labours,  they  experience 
neither  artificial  wants,  not  thole  in¬ 
ordinate  paftions, which  are  produced 
by  the  idlenefs  of  the  inhabitants 
of  cities  and  towns.  The  veil, worn 
by  their  women,  is  ot  it  felt  a  pre¬ 
servative  againil  thole  defires  which 
are  the  occafion  of  lo  many  evils  in 
focietv.  No  man  knows  the  face  of 
any  other  woman  than  his  wife,  his 
mother,  his  filler,  and  filters  in-law. 
Every  man  lives  in  the  bofom  of 
his  own  family,  and  goes  little  a- 
broad.  The  women,  thofeevenof 
the  Shaiks,  make  the  bread,  roaft 
1  fie  coffee,  wafti  the  linen,  cook  the 
victuals,  arid  perform  all  dome  flic 
offices.  The  men  cultivate  their 
lands  and  vineyards,  and  dig  canals 
for  watering  them.  In  the  evening 
they  fometimes  affemble  in  thecourt, 
the  area,  or  hcufe  of  the  chief  of 
the  village  or  family.  There,  heat¬ 
ed  in  a  circle,  with  legs  croffed. 


pipes  in  their  mouths,  and  poni¬ 
ards  at  their  belts,  they  difcourfe  of 
their  various  labours,  the  fcarcity 
or  plenty  of  their  harvells,  peace 
or  war,  the  condud  of  the  Emir,  or 
the  amount  of  the  taxes  ;  they  re¬ 
late  paft  tranfadions,  difcufs  pre- 
fent  interefts,  and  foim  conjedures 
on  the  future.  Their  children,  tired 
with  play,  come  frequently  to  lift- 
en  ;  and  a  ftranger  is  iurprifed  to 
hear  them,  at  ten  or  twelve  years 
old,  recounting,  with  a  ferious  air, 
why  Djezzar  declared  war  againfl 
the  Emir  Youfef,  how  many  purfes 
it  coft  that  prince,  what  augmenta¬ 
tion  there  will  be  of  the  miri,  how 
many  mufkets  theie  were  in  the 
camp,  and  who  had  the  beft  mare. 
This  is  their  only  education.  They 
are  neither  taught  to  read  the 
Pfalms,  as  among  the  Maronites, 
nor  the  Koran,  like  the  Mahome¬ 
tans  ;  hardly  do  the  Shaiks  know 
how  to  write  a  letter.  But  if  their 
mind  bedeftitute  of  ufeful  or  agree¬ 
able  information,  at  leaft,  it  is  not 
pre  occupied  by  falle  and  hurtful 
ideas  ;  and,  without  doubt,  fuch 
natural  ignorance  is  well  worth  all 
our  artificial  folly.  This  advantage 
refuks  from  it,  that  their  under- 
ftandings  being  nearly  on  a  level, 
the  inequality  of  conditions  is  lefs 
perceptible.  For,  in  fad,  we  do 
not  perceive  among  the  Druzes  that 
great  diftance  which,  in  mod  other 
locieties,  degrades  the  inferior, 
without  contributing  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  great.  All,  whether 
Shaiks  or  pealants,  treat  each  other 
with  that  rational  familiarity,  which 
is  equally  remote  from  rudenefs  and 
fervility.  The  grand  Emir  himfelf 
is  not  a  different  man  from  the  reft  : 
he  is  a  good  country  gentleman, 
who  does  not  difdain  admitting  to 
his  table  the  meaneil  farmer.  In  a 

word, 
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word,  their  manners  are  thofe  of 
ancient  times,  and  that  ruftic  life, 
which  marks  the  origin  of  every 
nation  ;  and  prove  the  people,  a- 
mong  whom  they  are  ftill  found, 
are,  as  yet,  only  in  the  infancy  of 
the  fociai  date. 


Remarkable  Speech  of  Logan,  a  Min¬ 
go  Chief y  to  £on/Dunmore,  when 
Governor  of  Virginia. — Extracted 
from  Mr.  Jefferfon’.s  Obfervations 
on  Buff on's  Remarks  on  the  Indians 
of  North  America. 

In  order  to  the  better  underfanding 
of  the  following  Speech ,  Mr.  Jef- 
terfon  introduces  it  by  firjl  fating 
the  following  circumjlances  'which 
gave  Rife  to  it. 

“  TN  the  Ipring  of  the  year  1774, 
JL  a  robbery  and  murder  were 
committed  on  an  inhabitant  of  the 
frontiers  of  that  ftate,  by  two  Indians 
'Of  the  Shawanee  tribe.  The  neigh¬ 
bouring  whites,  according  to  their 
cuftom, undertook  to  punifhthisout- 
rage  in  a  fummary  way.  Col.  Cre- 
fap,  a  man  infamous  for  the  many 
murders  he  had  committed  on  thofe 
much-injured  people,  collected  a 
party,  and  proceeded  down  the 
Kanhaway  in  queft  of  vengeance. 
Unfortunately  a  canoe  of  women  and 
children,  with  one  man  only,  was 
feen  coining  from  the  oppofite  iliore, 
unarmed,  and  unfufpetting  a  hoflile 
attack  from  the  whites.  Crefap  and 
his  party  concealed  thernfelves  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  mo- 
_  ment  the  canoe  reached  the  iliore, 
fingled  out  their  cbjedls,  and,  at  one 
fire,  killed  every  perfon  in  it. — This 
happened  to  be  the  family  of  Lo¬ 
gan,  who  had  long  been  diftinguifh- 
«d  as  a  friend  of  the  whites.  This 


unworthy  return  provoked  his  ven¬ 
geance.  He  accordingly  fignalized 
himfelf  in  the  war  which  enfued.  In 
the  autumn  of  the  fame  year,  a  de- 
cifive  battle  wasfought  at  the  moutk 
of  the  Great  Kanhaway,  between 
the  coile&ed  forces  of  the  Shaty«i- 
nees,  Mingoes,  and  Deiawares,  aTKl 
a  detachment  of  the  Virginia  mili¬ 
tia.  The  Indians  w^ere  defeated, 
and  fued  for  peace.  Logan,  how¬ 
ever,  difdained  to  be  feen  among  the 
fuppliants.  But,  left  the  (incerity 
of  a  treaty  fhould  be  diftrufted,  from 
which  fo  diftinguiftied  a  chief  ab- 
fented  himfelf,  he  fent  by  a  meflen- 
ger  the  following  fpeech,  to  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  Lord  Dunmore  : 

4  I  appeal  to  any  white  man  to 
fay,  if  ever  he  entered  Logan’s  ca¬ 
bin  hungry,  and  he  gave  him  not 
meat  ;  if  ever  he  came  cold  and 
naked,  and  he  cloathed  him  not. 
During  the  courfe  of  the  laft  long 
and  bloody  war,  Logan  remained 
idle  in  his  cabin,  an  advocate  for 
peace.  Such  was  my  love  for  the 
whites,  that  my  countrymen  pointed 
as  they  paffed,  and  faid.  ‘  Logan  is 
the  triend  of  white  men.’  I  had 

'  I 

even  thought  to  have  lived  with  you, 
but  for  the  injuries  of  one  man. 
Col.  Crefap,  the  laft  Ipring,  in  cold 
blood,  and  unprovoked,  murdered 
all  the  relations  of  Logan,  not  (par¬ 
ing  even  my  women  and  children. 
7’here  runs  not  a  drop  of  my  blood 
in  the  veins  of  any  living  creature. 
This  called  on  me  for  revenge.  I 
have  fought  it  :  I  have  killed  many  ; 
i  have  fully  glutted  my  vengeance. — 
For  my  country  I  rejoice  at  the 
beams  of  peace.  But  do  not  har¬ 
bour  a  thought  that  mine  is  the  joy 
ot  fear.  Logan  never  felt  fear.  He 
will  not  turn  on  his  heel  to  fave  his 
life. — Who  is  there  to  mourn  for 
Logan  ?  —  Not  one,’’ 

L  4  The 
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The  Story  of  Angelica. — From  a  phi  - 
lofophical ,  hiforicaly  and  moral 
Ejfay  on  Old  Maids,  by  a  Friend 
to  the  SiJIerhood . 

Angelica  was  the  only 

child  ot  a  worthy  gentle¬ 
man,  who  having  loft  his  wife,  smd 
dying  himfelf  during  the  infancy  of 
his  daughter,  let  t  her,  with  an  eftate 
of  about  a  thouland  a  year,  to  the 
care  of  his  moft  intimate  friend,  a 
man  of  great  integrity  and  benevo¬ 
lence,  with  a  moderate  fortune  and 
a  numerous  family.  Angelica  grew 
up  in  the  moft  affectionate  intimacy 
with  all  the  children  of  her  excellent 
guardian  ;  but  her  favourite  fiiend 
was  his  elded  daughter,  whom  we 
will  call  Faudina.  She  was  born 
in  the  fame  year  with  Angelica, 
and  pofTeffed  the  fame  intelligent 
lweetnefs  of  temper,  with  the  ad- 
uitionai  advantages  of  a  beautiful 
countenance  and  a  majeftic  perfon, 
Angelica  had  never  any  claim  to 
either  of  thefe  peifedions:  her  fla- 
ture  was  rather  below  the  common 
dze,  and  her  features,  though  fof- 
tened  by  modefty,  and  animated  by 
a  lively  under (banciing,  were  neither 
regular  nor  handfome  ;  but,  from 
the  tenor  of  her  life,  it  may  be  qwef- 
tioned,  if  any  female  ever  pofTeffed 
a  more  beautiful  foul.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-three  (he  continued  to  re- 
lid  e  in  the  houfe  of  her  guardian, 
when  a  young  man  of  a  pleafing 
perfon  and  moft  engaging  manners, 
to  whom  we  will  give  the  name  of 
Eun,  en.es,  became  a  very  a  did  uo  us 
vifuor  at  that  houfe.  He  was  a  man 
of  (he  fairett  character,  but  of  a  nar¬ 
row  fortune  ;  and  many  good  peo¬ 
ple^  ho  fuppofed  him  enamoured  oi 
Angelica’s  edate,  began  to  cenlute 
the  guardian  of  that  lady  for  encou¬ 
raging  the  preliminary  iteps  to  io 
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unequal  a  match  ;  they  even  fore¬ 
told,  as  Eumenes  was  particularly^ 
attentive  to  Angelica,  and  often 
alone  with  her,  that  the  young  gen¬ 
tleman  w’ould  foon  fettle  bimlelf  in 
life,  by  eloping  with  the  heirefs. 
Her  guardian,  who  governed  all  his 
houfehoid  by  gentlenefs  and  affec¬ 
tion,  had  too  much  confidence  in  his 
ward  to  apprehend  fuch  an  event  : 
but  he  began  to  think,  that  a  ferious 
and  mutual  padion  was  taking  root 
in  the  bofom  of  each  party  ;  an  opi¬ 
nion  in  wrhich  he  was  confirmed,  by 
obferving,  that  while  his  daughter 
was  engaged  in  a  diftant  vifit  of 
lome  weeks,  Eumenes  continued  to 
frequent  the  houfe  with  his  ufual 
affiduity,  and  feemed  to  court  the 
fociety  of  Angelica.  The  old  gen¬ 
tleman  was,  however,  midaken  in 
one  part  of  his  conjecture  $  for  Eu¬ 
menes  only  fought  the  company  of 
Angelica  as  the  fenfible  and  pleafing 
friend  of  his  abfent  favourite  :  but 
as  he  had  not  yet  confeffed  bis  love, 
the  gentle  Angelica,  like  her  guar¬ 
dian,  mifinterpreted  his  affiduity, 
and  conceived  for  him  the  tendered 
affeCtion  ;  which,  with  her  ufual 
franknefs,  die  determined  to  impart 
to  her  dear  Faudina,  as  foon  as  die 
returned.  From  this  refolution  die 
was  accidentally  diverted  by  a  joy¬ 
ous  confufion,  which  difeovered  it- 
ielr  both  in  the  features  and  beha¬ 
viour  of  Faudina,  who,  on  the  very 
day  of  her  return,  eagerly  put  a  let¬ 
ter  into  the  hand  ot  Angelica,  and 
requeded  her  to  read  it  in  her  cham¬ 
ber,  while  die  dew  to  converfe  in 
private  with  her  father  on  its  im¬ 
portant  contents.  The  letter  was 
from  Eumenes.  It  contained  a  paf- 
fionate  declaration  of  his  attachment 
to  Faudina,  and  a  very  romantic 
plan  to  facilitate  their  fpeedy  mar¬ 
riage.  What  the  feelings  of  Ange¬ 
lica 
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lica  mud  have  been  in  the  perufal  of 
this  letter,  1  fhall  leave  the  lively 
female  imagination  to  luppofe,  and 
only  fay,  that,  having  fubdued  all 
traces  of  her  own  painful  emotion 
before  Fauftina  had  finifhed  her 
conference  with  her  father,  flie  en¬ 
tered  their  apartment.  She  found 
her  friend  in  tears,  and  the  benevo¬ 
lent  old  gentleman  endeavouring  to 
make  his  agitated  daughter  fmile 
again,  by  treating  the  propofal  as  a 
jeft,  and  declaring  that  he  would 
confent  to  the  union  of  two  tender 
romantic  lovers,  as  loon  as  they 
could  marry  without  a  prolpeCt  of 
ftarving;  which,  he  laid,  from  the 
expectations  of  Eumenes,  they  might 
poflibly  accomplifh  in  the  courfe  of 
"twenty  years.  The  generous  An¬ 
gelica  inftantly  became  the  pa- 
tronefs  of  Eumenes  and  Fauftina; 
flie  interceded  for  their  being  im¬ 
mediately  allowed  to  form  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  each  other,  and,  to  obvi¬ 
ate  every  parental  objection  to  the 
match,  fhe  infilled  on  fettling  half 
her  fortune  upon  them,  with  a  pro¬ 
pofal  of  becoming  a  part  ot  their 
family. 

The  guardian  of  Angelica  treat¬ 
ed  her  romantic  idea  with  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  admiration  and  ridicule: 
Eumenes  and  Faultina  regarded  it 
with  the  molt  ferious  gratitude,  but 
at  the  fame  time  rejected  the  too 
generous  offer,  with  a  refolution  fo 
noble  and  fincere,  that  it  increafed 
the  ardent  defire  which  Angelica 
felt,  to  make  her  own  eafy  fortune 
the  foie  inftrument  of  their  general 
happinefs  :  but  all  her  liberal  ef¬ 
forts  for  this  purpofe  were  as  libe¬ 
rally  oppofed,  and  ail  Ihe  could  ob¬ 
tain  was  a  promife  from  her  guar¬ 
dian,  to  allow  the  lovers  to  cherifh 
their  affeCtion  for  each  other,  and 
to  marry  as  foon  as  Eumenes,  who 


had  jult  taken  orders,  fliould  obtain 
preferment  fufficient  to  fupport  a 
wife.  This,  however,  was  an  event 
which  the  worthy  father  of  Fauftina 
had  not  the  happinefs  of  feeing  :  he 
died  in  the  following  year  j  and 
Angelica,  who  had  no  longer  any 
controller  to  apprehend  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  her  fortune,  renewed 
her  former  generous  ptopofal  to  her 
friends.  They  perfevered  in  their 
magnanimous  refufa!  of  her  bounty, 
though  fome  family  circumftances 
made  them  peculiarly  anxious  to 
fettle  together  as  foon  as  poftible, 
on  any  (lender  piovifion.  An  event, 
however,  loon  happened,  which  en¬ 
abled  them  to  marry  without  any 
trefpafs  on  the  rules  of  ceconomical 
dilcretion.  Eumenes  was  unexpect¬ 
edly  prefented  to  one  of  the  raoft 
valuable  livings  in  the  kingdom, 
by  a  nobleman,  who  profe‘ffed  to 
give  it  him  in  confequence  of  a  ju¬ 
venile  and  almoft  forgotten  friend- 
fhip  with  his  decealed  father.  This 
furprifing  ltroke  of  good  fortune 
made  the  lovers  and  their  fympa- 
thetic  friend  completely  happy. 
The  wedding  was  foon  adjulied.' 
Angelica  lettied  herlelf  in  a  plea- 
lant  villa,  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
wealthy  re&or ;  who  was  furround- 
ed  in  a  few  years  with  a  very  pro- 
mifing  family :  fhe  fliared,  and  con¬ 
tributed  not  a  littie  to,  the  happi- 
nels  of  her  friends,  being  frequent¬ 
ly  at  their  houfe  •  and  when  fhe  re¬ 
turned  to  her  own,  being  conftantly 
accompanied  by  one  or  two  of  the 
little  ones.  She  had  a  peculiar  de¬ 
light,  and  was  finguiatly  fkilful  in 
the  cultivation  of  young  minds. 
She  rejected  feveral  offers  of  mar¬ 
riage,  and  her  general  anfwer  was, 
that  flie  would  never  change  her 
flate,  becaufe  flie  already  enjoyed 
the  higheft  pleafure  that  human  life 

can 
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can  beftow,  in  the  iliare  which  her 
friends  allowed  her  to  take  in  the 
education  of  their  lovely  children. 
Eumenes  and  Fauftina  vied  with 
each  other  in  doing  juftice  to  the 
virtues  and  talents  of  this  admira¬ 
ble  woman,  and,  through  many 
years  of  the  moft  familar  and 
friendly  intercourfe  with  her,  they 
continued  to  regard  her  with  in- 
creafing  efteem ;  yet  fhe  had  fome 
fecret  merits,  to  which  they  were 
utter  dangers,  till  death  had  rob¬ 
bed  them  for  ever  of  her  engaging 
fociety. 

About  four  years  ago  the  excel¬ 
lent  Angelica  contracted  an  epide¬ 
mical  fever,  and  departed  to  a  bet¬ 
ter  world,  at'the  age  of  forty-feven. 
She  left  the  bulk  of  her  fortune  to 
be  divii^d  equally  among  the  chil¬ 
dren  or  Fauftina  ;  and  there  was 
found,  in  a  little  cabinet  which 
contained  her  will,  the  following 
extraordinary  letter  to  that  lady: 

“  My  very  dear  friend, 

4<  Having  enjoyed  your  entire  con¬ 
fidence  from  our  infancy,  1  think 
myfelf  bound  to  apologife  to  you, 
tor  having  returned  it,  during  feve- 
ral  years,  with  difguile  and  de!u~ 
lion,  Be  not  ftartled  at  this  fur- 
prifing  intelligence— -but  why  do  I 
fay  ftartled  ?  the  moments  for  fuch 
terror  will  be  paft,  and  you  will  be 
able  to  feel  only  a  melancholy  ten- 
dernefs  towaids  your  beloved  An¬ 
gelica,  when  you  read  this  paper, 
as  it  is  not  to  reach  you  till  the  is 
no  mo;e:  perhaps  it  may  never 
reach  you  ;  yet  i  hope  it  wiii.  1 
pray  to  Heaven  that  you  may  fur- 
vive  me,  and  in  that  comfortable 
expectation  I  fh a  1 1  here  pour  forth 
to  you  my  whole  heart. 

You  may  remember,  that  when  we 
weie  fir  it  enlivened  by  the  acquaint¬ 


ance  of  Eumenes,  I  was  frequently 
rallied  on  his  attention  to  me  :  as 
that  attention  was  fufficient  to  mif- 
lead  the  vanity  of  any  girl,  I  need 
not  blufh  in  confefiing  to  you  its  ef¬ 
fect  upon  me— I  forgot,  in  your  ab- 
fence,  the  fuperiority  of  your  attrac¬ 
tions,  and,  creduloufly  fuppofing 
that  the  affeCtion  of  Eumenes  was 
fettled  on  myfelf,  I  haftily  gave  him 
my  heart.  As  I  never  defigned, 
however,  that  this  foolifh  heart 
fhould  hide  any  of  its  foibles  from 
my  Fauftina,  I  was  preparing  to 
tell  you  the  true  ftate  of  it,  when 
you  imparted  to  me  the  furprifing 
important  letter,  which  declared  the 
wifer  choice  of  Eumenes.  Yes,  my 
dear,  I  fay  fincerely,  the  wifer 
choice,  and  fhali  prove  it  fo.  Re¬ 
member  that  I  am  now  fpeaking  as 
from  the  grave,  and  you  will  not 
fufpeCt  me  of  flattery, — But  to  re¬ 
turn  to  that  heart- fearching  letter. 
I  will  confefs  to  you,  that  1  wept 
bitterly  for  fome  minutes,  as  foon 
as  I  had  firft  perufed  it.  I  felt 
as  foolifti  as  a  child,  who,  hav¬ 
ing  built  for  the  firft  time  a  caftle 
of  cards,  fees  it  fuddenly  over¬ 
thrown  But  my  heart  foon  correct¬ 
ed  the  errors  of  my  vain  imagina¬ 
tion  :  I  began  to  commune  with  my 
own  foul  ;  l  faid  to  myfelf,  why  am 
i  thus  mortified  ?  what  is  my  with  ? 
is  it  not  to  fee  and  to  make  Eu¬ 
menes  happy  ?  and  is  not  this  ftilt 
in  my  power?  not,  indeed,  as  a 
wife,  fince  he  has  judiciouily  cnofen 
a  lovely  girl,  much  more  likely  to 
fucceed  in  that  character  ;  but  (till 
as  the  friend  of  two  excellent  crea¬ 
tures,  foimed  for  each  other,  and 
equally  dear  to  me.  It  was  thus  i 
realoned  with  myfelf.  My  bene¬ 
volence  and  my  pride  were  highly 
flattered  in  this  fetf -debate ;  and  it 
gave  me  fpirit  to  aCt  towards  you 
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both  in  the  manner  you  well  re¬ 
member.  It  hurt  me  much  to  find, 
that  my  darling  propofal  for  your 
ipeedy  union  was  thwarted  fo  long, 
ftiall  I  fay,  by  your  noblenefs  or 
nature,  or  by  your  falle  delicacy  ? 
I  believe  I  called  it  at  the  time  by 
the  latter  name,  being  thoroughly 
pcrfuaded,  that  in  your  condition  I 
would  have  accepted  from  you  the 
offer  which  I  made.  At  length, 
however,  the  time  arrived,  in  which 
I  was  enabled  to  accomplifh,  in  a 
manner  unknown  to  you,  the  dar¬ 
ling  objed  of  my  ambition. 

Allow  me,  my  deareft  friends,  to 
boaft  in  this  paper,  that  1  have  been 
the  invifible  architect  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  which  we  have  now  enjoyed 
together  for  many  years.  It  was 
the  unfeen  hand  of  your  Angelica, 
that  made  you  the  happy  wife  of 
Rumenes,  by  placing  him  in  that 
preferment  to  which  his  virtues 
have  given  him  fo  juft  a  title.  How 
I  was  fortunately  enabled  to  make, 
and  to  conceal,  fo  defirable  a  pur- 
chafe,  you  wjil  perfectly  compre¬ 
hend,  from  the  colledion  of  papers 
which  I  fhali  leave  in  the  cabinet 
with  my  will  and  this  letter.  As 
long  as  the  difcovery  could  wound 
your  honeft  pride,  by  a  load  of  ima¬ 
ginary  obligation,  I  determined  ne¬ 
ver  to  make  it  ;  but,  lo  ftrange  is 
human  ptide  !  we  are  never  hurt  by 
the  idea  of  obligation  to  the  dead  ; 
and  remember,  as  I  faid  once  be¬ 
fore,  that  I  am  now  Ipeaking  from 
the  grave.  By  this  conduct  I  am 
humouring,  at  one  and  the  fame 
time,  both  your  pride  and  my  own  ; 
for  I  will  here  avow,  that  1  ant  very 
ambitious  of  increafing,  after  my 
death,  that  pure  and  perfect  regard 
which  ye  have  both  fhewn,  through 
the  courfe  of  many  focial  years,  to 
your  living  Angelica. — But,  while 


I  am  thus  foliciting  an  increnfe  of 
your  affedion,  let  me  guard  that 
very  efredion  from  one  painful  ex- 
cefs.  I  know  you  both  fo  well,  that 
1  am  alnroft  lure  you  will  exclaim 
together,  on  firft  reading  thefe  pa- 
, pers,  Good  God,  what  a  generous 
creature,  to  make  fuch  a  facrifice 
of  herfeif  for  our  fakes  !  But,  affec¬ 
tionate  as  thele  expreflions  may  be, 
they  will  be  far  from  juft.  Be  af- 
fured,  my  dear  friends — and  I  now 
fpeak  the  language  of  fober  reafon 
I  have  made  no  facrifice  ;  fo  far 
from  it,  1  am  convinced,  from  a 
long  and  ferious  furvey  of  human 
life,  that  the  nioft  felhfti  and  world¬ 
ly  being  could  not  have  purfued 
any  fyftem  more  conducive  to  their 
own  private  interetf  or  advantage 
than  mine  has  been.  Yo^  will  a- 
gree  with  me  in  this  truth,  when  I 
impart  to  you  fome  of  my  own  phi- 
lofophical  remarks.  I  will  begin 
with  one  of  the  molt  important,  and 
it  will  furprife  you  ;  it  is  this — I 
am  thoroughly  convinced,  that  I 
iliould  not  have  been  happy,  had  I 
been,  what  1  once  ardently  hoped 
to  be,  the  wife  of  Eumenes.  Hear 
my  reafon,  and  fubfcribe  to  its  truth. 
Amiable  as  he  is,  he  is  a  little  hafty 
in  his  temper ;  and  this  circum- 
ftance  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
make  us  unhappy  ;  for,  even  fup- 
pofing  I  had  been  able  to  treat  it 
with  the  indulgent  good  fenfe  of 
his  gentle  Fauftina,  yet  all  the  good- 
humour  that  I  could  have  put,  on 
Inch  occahons,  into  my  homely  vi- 
iage,  would  have  had  but  a  flow 
effed  in  fupprefling  thofe  frequent 
Iparks  of  irritation,  which  are  ex- 
tingui flied  in  a  moment  by  one  of 
her  lovely  fmiles.  Take  it,  my 
dear,  as  one  of  my  maxims,  that 
every  man  of  hafty  fpirit  ought  to 
have  a  very  hand  fome  wife  ;  for, 
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although  fenfe  and  good  temper  in 
the  lady  may  be  the  elTential  reme¬ 
dies  for  this  mafculine  foible  ;  yet, 
believe  me,  their  operation  is  quick¬ 
ened  ten-fold  by  the  heart-piercing 
light  of  a  beautiful  countenance.  I 
was  led  to  this  remark  by  a  very 
painful  fcene,  which  once  paffed  be¬ 
tween  Eumenes  and  me  :  he  was 
angry  with  me  for  taking  the  part 
of  his  fon  Charles,  in  a  little  dis¬ 
pute  between  them  ;  arid,  though  f 
argued  the  point  with  him  very 
calmly,  he  faid  fharply,  after  the 
boy  had  quitted  the  room,  that  I 
fhewed,  indeed,  much  fondnefs  to 
the  child,  but  no  true  friendlhip  to 
the  father.  The  expreflion  flung 
me  fo  deeply,  that  1  no  longer  re¬ 
tained  a  petted  command  over  my 
own  temper  j  and,  to  convince  him 
of  the  truth  and  the  extent  of  that 
friend  flh  ip,  which  he  arraigned  lo 
unjudly,  I  fhould  certainly  have  be¬ 
trayed  the  darling  fecret  of  my  life, 
which  I  had  relolved  to  keep  in¬ 
violate  to  the  end  of  my  dsys,  had 
not  the  fudden  appearance  of  my 
deai  Fstudlna  luggeited  to  me  ail 
the  affectionate  regions  for  my  le¬ 
er  recy,  and  thus  re  (to  red  me  to  my- 
fe If.  Her  fmiles  now  fhewed  their 
very  great  fuperiority  over  my  ar¬ 
guments  j  for,  almoit  without  the 
aid  of  words,  but  with  a  fweetnefs 
of  manner  peculiar  to  herielf,  lhe 
reconciled,  in  a  few  minutes,  the 
too  hafty  father,  not  only  to  poor 
Chatles,  but  to  the  more  childifh 
Angelica.  This,  i  believe,  was  the 
only  time  that  I  was  in  danger  of 
1  etrayrrig  a  fecret,  which  1  had,  I 
think,  judicioufly  impofed  upon  my- 
felf  ;  tor  my  dilgutie  on  this  point, 
as  it  equally  comuhed  our  mutual 
pride  and  delicacy  (whether  true 
or  fa  lie  delicacy  no  matter)  has, 
I  conceive,  been  very  favourable  to 


our  general  happinefs  ;  to  my  own 
I  am  fure  it  has.  In  all  thofe  mo¬ 
ments  of  fpleen  or  depreflion,  to 
which,  I  believe,  every  mortal  is 
in  fome  degree  fubjeCt,  nothing  has 
relieved  me  fo  much  as  the  animat¬ 
ing  recollection,  that  I  have  been 
the  unknown  architect  of  my  friends 
felicity.  There  is  fomething  an¬ 
gelic  in  the  idea,  fupremely  flat¬ 
tering  to  the  honed  pride  of  a  feel¬ 
ing  heart.  Yet,  plea  fed  as  I  have 
ever  been  with  the  review  of  my 
own  conduCt, which  the  world  might 
deride  as  romantic,  I  would  by  no 
means  recommend  it  to  another  fe¬ 
male  in  my  fituation  ;  not  from  an 
idea  that  fhe  might  not  be  as  dif- 
interefled  as  niyfelf,  but  led  in  her 
friend  (lie  fhould  not  find  a  Faul- 
tina  ;  for  it  has  not  been  ray  own 
virtue,  but  the  virtues  of  my  lovely 
inimitable  friend,  which  have  given 
the  full  fuccefs  to  my  projed.  Had 
my  Faudiria  and  Eumenes  lived, 
like  many  other  married  folks,  in 
feenes  of  frequent  bickering  or  de¬ 
bate,  1  iTiould  I  doubt  not,  like 
many  other  good  fpinders,  who  are 
witneffes  of  filch  connubial  alterca¬ 
tion,  have  entertained  the  vain  idea 
that  I  could  have  managed  the  tem¬ 
per  of  the  lordly  creature  much  bet¬ 
ter,  and,  ofcourfe,  fhould  have  been 
very  redlefs  that  I  was  not  his  wife : 
but,  to  do  fail  judice  to  the  un¬ 
common  merits  of  my  incompara¬ 
ble  Fauftina,  I  here  mod  foiemnly 
declare  to  her,  1  never,  iince  her 
marriage,  beheld  or  thought  of  her 
and  Eumenes,  without  a  full  per- 
fuafion  that  Heaven  had  made  them 
for  each  other.-— But  it  is  high  time 
to  finifh  this  fingular  confeflion,  in 
which,  perhaps,  I  have  indulged 
niyfelf  too  long.  I  will  only  add 
my  prayers,  that  Heaven  may  con¬ 
tinue  health  and  human  happinefs 

to 
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to  my  two  friends,  beyond  the  pe¬ 
riod  affigned  to  my  mortal  exig¬ 
ence;  and  that,  whenever  I  may 
ceafe  to  enjoy  their  friendfhip  on 
earth,  they  will  tenderly  forget  all 
the  foibles,  and  mutually  cherifh 
the  memory,  of 

their  affe&ionate 

Angelica.” 

This  generous  Old  Maid  dis¬ 
played  alfo  in  her  will,  which  fhe 
compofed  herfelf,  many  touching 
marks  of  her  affe&ionaie  Spirit. — 
The  houfe  in  which  fhe  refided,  fhe 
left  as  a  little  legacy  to  Fauftina, 
and  requefted  her  friends  to  remove 
into  it  upon  her  deceafe,  that  Fauf¬ 
tina  might  not  be  expoied  to  a  more 
painful  removal,  if  fhe  Should  hap¬ 
pen  to  Survive  her  hufband.  As 
fhe  knew  that  a  compliance  with 
this  requeft  would  lead  her  friends 
into  lome  deprelfive  fenfations,  ihe 
contrived  to  furniih  them  with  an 
engaging  though  melancholy  occu¬ 
pation,  by  requefting  them  to  build 
a  kind  of  monument  to  heileit,  un¬ 
der  the  form  of  a  little  temple  to 
Friendship,  on  a  favourite  1  pot  in 
the  garden. 

Nothing,  perhaps,  can  equal  the 
uncommon  generofity  of  Angelica, 
but  the  tender  and  unaffe&ed  lor- 
row  with  which  her  iofs  has  been 
lamented.  'Fhe  molt  trivial  of  her 
requefts  have  been  religioufly  ob¬ 
served,  and  the  whole  family  of 
Eumenes  feem  to  think  no  plealure 
equal  to  that  of  doing  juftice  to  her 
merit,  and  proclaiming  their  un¬ 
exampled  obligations  to  their  de¬ 
parted  friend.” 


Ttuo  Letters  from  Sarah  Duchefs  of 
Marlborough,  copied  literally  from 
the  original  MS .  and  directed  as 


follows  “  for  Dr.  Clarke,  att 
“  bis  hous  near  Shames’  Church.” 

I 

Saterday 

GIVE  you  my  thanks  for  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  your  leter  to  me,  and  am 
glad  1  ded  not  hear  of  the  poor  Bi- 
ill  op  of  Bangors  illnefs  tell  the  dan¬ 
ger  is  over.  I  have  never  feen  L* 

O  ^ 

sun:  fence  l  came  out  ot  lown, 
hut  I  expert  him  here  to  day  at 
dinner,  I  wifli  1  may  have  any  thing 
to  fay  from  him  that  iswrorth  trou¬ 
bling  either  of  you  with,  but  you 
will  be  gon  before  my  leter  can 
come  to  you,  and  therefore  I  will 
w  rite  to  the  Bifhop, 
the  lurgeonka/Fureme  that  theyfeeno 
danger  in  theDuke  ofMarlborough’s 
Shoulder,  however  they  will  not  yet 
confent  that  hee  /hall  goe  to  Wood- 
flock,  I  fufpedl  that  caution  may 
proceed  from  their  knowing  that 
one  of  them  muft  bee  always  with 
us  when  we  are  at  Such  a  diftance 
from  London,  and  therefore  they 
will  defer  our  going  as  long  as  they 
can  to  attend  their  other  bufinefs,  l 
do  and  have  told  them  that  I  will 
buy  them  at  their  own  rates,  and  1 
have  known  but  very  few  minifters 
or  faverits  that  were  not  to  bee 
bought,  which  muft  be  done  in  this 
cafe,  for  when  they  Shall  come  and 
tell  me  that  his  Shoulder  may  be 
drefted  by  any  body,  1  can’t  Sleep 
fifty  mile  from  London,  if  one  of 
the  beft  Surgeons  does  not  lye  in  the 
hous,  by  this  account  I  am  apt  to 
think  at  your  return  upon  the  22d 
of  Auguft  you  will  find  us  here,  but 
where  ever  I  Shall  happen  to  bee  you 
are  Sure  of  being  always  Wellcome 
to  your  moft  faithfull 

humble  Servant  and  friend 

S.  Marlborough. 

my  humble  fervifs 
to  Mrs  Clark 


having 
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having  this  apert  unity  of  writing 
to  you  by  the  Surgeon  which  will 
come  to  you  before  you  leave 
London,  1  have  a  mind  to  tell  you 
that  my  Lord  Sunderland  was  here 
as  I  expedted,  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
difcourfe  with  him  upon  the  B.  of 
Bangor  and  your  affaires,  tis  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  write  all  the  par¬ 
ticulars,  but  hee  profeffes  all  the 
value  and  efsteem  imaginable  for 
you  both,  he  affures  me  that  the  B. 
of  Bangor  is  to  be  B.  of  Bath  and 
Wells  when  it  falls,  but  he  only 
fix’s  him  there  becaufe  it  is  the  moll 
probable  to  bee  vacant  firft,  but  if 
any  other  fhould  fall  before  that, 
except  fome  of  the  very  great  ones 
hee  will  bee  for  the  B.  of  Bangors 
having  it, what  he  continues  to  think 
of  for  you  is  a  very  good  thing  which 
Dodtor  Younger  has  at  St.  Paul’s, 
which  is  confident  with  what  you 
have, and  when  I  fpoakeof  what  you 
wilhed  foryour  brother  heeexpreffed 
as  much  pleafure  in  doing  that  for 
him,  as  you  could  have  in  it  your- 
felf,  and  faid  hee  knew  him  and 
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ownd  that  he  was  a  very  good  man 
and  had  a  grete  deal  of  merrit,  hee 
added  that  he  defign  to  get  a  thou- 
land  pound  in  the  winter  of  the 
King  for  the  B.  of  Bangor  to  help 
him  tell  fomthing  happend  that 
was  better  than  what  he  has,  hee 
appeared  to  me  to  bee  very  defirous 
of  ferving  yotl  both  in  any  thing 
that  fhould  happen  to  bee  in  his 
power,  and  I  do  reaiiy  believe  that 
hee  thinks  himfelf  that  men  of  your 
abillitys,  would  be  of  fo  much  ufe 
to  him,  that  he  fincerely  wifh's  that 
you  would  help  him  to  eafe  fom 
things  which  makes  it  more  difficult 
to  compafs  what  l  defire  then  per¬ 
haps  you  will  beieive,  tho  I  hope 
you  will  never  doubt  of  my  being 
with  all  the  truth  imaginable  your 
moll  faithful  friend  and  humble  fer- 
.vant 

S:  Marlborough. 

Sunday  the  26  of  July 
windior  lodge 

I  hope  you  will  give  the  B.  of  Ban¬ 
gor  an  account  of  the  fubftance  of 
this  leier. 
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O  D  E  for  the  NEW  YEAR,  1787. 

By  T.  Wart  on,  Efq .  Peet  Laureate 

I. 

IN  rough  magnificence  array’d, 

When  ancient  Chivalry  difplay’d 
'The  pomp  of  her  heroic  games; 

And  crefted  chiefs,  and  tiffued  dames, 

Affembled,  at  the  clarion’s  call, 

In  fome  pro^d  caflle’s  high-arch’d  hall, 

To  grace  romantic  glory’s. genial  rites  : 

Affociate  of  the  gorgeous  feftival. 

The  Minftrel  ftruck  his  kindred  firing. 

And  told  of  many  a  fieel-clad  king. 

Who  to  the  turney  train’d  his  hardy  knights  ; 

Or  bore  the  radiant  redcrofs  fhield 
Mid  the  bold  peers  of  Salem’s  field  ; 

Who  travers’d  pagan  climes  to  quell 
The  wifard  foe’s  terrific  fpell  ; 

In  rude  affrays  untaught  to  fear 
The  Saracen’s  gigantic  fpear — 

Tlie  lifiening  champions  felt  the  fabling  rhime 
With  fairy  trappings  fraught,  and  fhook  their  plumes  fublime, 

II. 

Such  were  the  themes  of  regal  praife 
Dear  to  the  Bard  of  elder  days ; 

The  fongs,  to  favage  virtue  dear. 

That  won  of  yore  the  public  ear  ? 

Ere  Polity,  fedate  and  fage, 

Had  quench’d  the  fires  of  feudal  rage, 

Had  ftemm’d  the  torrent  of  eternal  ftrife, 

And  charm’d  to  re  ft  an  unrelenting  age.*— > 

No  more,  in  formidable  (late, 

The  Caftle  fliut  its  thundering  gate  ; 

New  colours  fuit  the  fcenes  of  foften’d  life  ; 
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No  more,  beftriding  barbed  deeds. 

Adventurous  Valour  idly  bleeds  : 

And  now  the  Bard  in  alter’d  tones, 

A  theme  of  worthier  triumph  owns ; 

By  facial  imagery  beguil’d, 

He  moulds  his  harp  to  manners  mild  ; 

Nor  longer  weaves  the  wreath  of  war  alone, 

Nor  hails  the  hoftile  forms  that  grac’d  the  Gothic  Throne. 

in. 

And  now  he  tunes  his  plaufive  lay 
To  Kings,  who  plant  the  civic  bay  $ 

Who  chufe  the  patriot  fovereigri’s  part* 

Diffufi ng  commerce,  peace,  and  art ; 

Who  fpread  the  virtuous  patron  wide, 

And  triumph  in  a  nation’s  pride  : 

Who  feek  coy  Science  in  her  cloider’d  nook, 

Where  Thames,  yet  rural,  rolls  an  artlefs  tide  ; 

Who  love  to  view  the  vale  divine, 

Where  revel  Nature  and  the  Nine, 

And  cluttering  towers  the  tufted  grove  o’er  look  « 

To  Kings,  who  rule  a  filial  land, 

Who  claim  a  People’s  vows  and  pray’rs, 

Should  Treafon  arm  the  weakelt  hand  ! 

To  Thefe,  his  heart- felt  praife  he  bears, 

And  with  new  rapture  hades  to  greet 
Th  is  ieftal  morn,  that  longs  to  meet, 

With  luckieft  aufpices,  the  laughing  fpring; 

And  opes  her  glad  career,  with  bleflings  on  her  wing] 


ODE  fifl  bis  MAJESTY’*  Birth-Bay ,  June  4,  1787 
By  T.  Wart  on,  Efq.  Poet -Laureate 


“'HE  nobleft  Bards  of  Albion’s  choir 
Have  ftruck  of  old  this  fedal  lyre. 

Ere  Science,  draggling  oft  in  vain, 

Had  dar’d  to  break  her  Gothic  chain, 
Victorious  Edward  gave  the  vernal  bough 
Of  Britain’s  bay  to  bloom  on  Chaucer’s  brow  : 
Fir’d  with  the  gift,  he  chang’d  to  founds  lublime 
His  Norman  mindrelly’s  difcordant  chime  ; 

In  tones  majettic  hence  he  told 
The  banquet  of  Cambufcan  bold  ; 

And  oft  he  fung  (howe’er  the  rhyme 
Has  moulder’d  to  the  touch  of  time) 


His 
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His  martial  mailer’s  knightly  board. 

And  Arthur’s  ancient  rites  redor’d  ; 

The  prince  in  fable  fteel  that  fternly  frown’d. 

And  Gallia’s  captive  king,  and  Crefly’s  wreath  renown’du 

II. 

Won  from  the  Ihepherd’s  Ample  meed. 

The  wbifpers  wild  of  Mulla’s  reed. 

Sage  Spenfer  wak’d  his  lofty  lay 
To  grace  Eliza’s  golden  fway  : 

O’er  the  proud  theme  new  luftre  to  difFufej, 

He  chofe  the  gorgeous  allegoric  Mufe, 

And  call’d  to  life  old  Uther’s  elfin  tale, 

And  rov’d  through  many  a  necromantic  vale, 

Pourtraying  chiefs  that  knew  to  tame 
The  goblin’s  ire,  the  dragon’s  flame. 

To  pierce  the  dark  enchanted  hall, 

Where  Virtue  fate  in  lonely  thrall. 

From  fabling  fancy’s  inmoft  (lore 
A  rich  romantic  robe  he  bore  $ 

A  veil  with  vifionary  trappings  hung, 

And  o’er  his  virgin-queen  the  fairy  texture  flung. 

Hi. 

At  length  the  matchlefs  Dryden  came, 

To  light  the  Mufes’  clearer  flame ; 

To  lofty  numbers  grace  to  lend, 

And  drength  with  melody  to  blend ; 

To  triumph  in  the  bold  career  of  fong, 

And  roll  th’  unwearied  energy  along. 

Does  the  mean  incenfe  of  promifcuous  praife, 

Does  fervile  fear,  difgrace  his  regal  bays? 

I  fpurn  his  panegyric  firings, 

His  partial  homage,  tun’d  to  kings  f 
Be  mine,  to  catch  his  manlier  chord, 

That  paints  th’  impafllon’d  Perfian  lord. 

By  glory  fir’d,  to  pity  fu’d, 

Rouz’d  to  revenge,  by  love  fubdu’d  ; 

And  dill,  with  tranfport  new,  the  drains  to  trace 
That  chant  the  Theban  pair,  and  Tancred’s  deadly  vafe, 

IV. 

Had  thefe  bled  Bards  been  call’d,  to  pay 
The  vows  of  this  aufpicious  day. 

Each  had  confefs’d  a  fairer  throne, 

A  mightier  fovereign,  than  his  own! 

Chaucer  had  bade  his  hero  monarch  yield 
The  fame  of  Agincourt’s  triumphal  field 


Vo l,  XXIX, 
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To  peaceful  prowefs,  and  the  conqueft’s  calm, 

That  braid  the  fceptre  with  the  patriot’s  palm  ~ 

His  chaplets  of  fantaftic  bloom. 

His  colourings,  warm  from  Fiction’s  loom, 

Spenfer  had  call:  in  fcorn  away, 

And  deck’d  with  truth  alone  the  lay  $ 

All  real  here — the  Bard  had  feen 
The  glories  of  his  pictur’d  Queen  ! 

The  tuneful  Dryden  had  not  flatter’d  here. 

His  lyre  had  blamelefs  been,  his  tribute  all  fincere! 


ODE  on  a  Lady  going  abroad. — From  <vol.  $d  of  The  Lounger, 

c 


l 

FAR,  far  from  me  my  Delia  goes. 

And  all  my  pray’rs,  my  tears,  are  vain  j 
Nor  fhall  I  know  one  hour’s  repole, 

Till  Delia  blefs  thefe  eyes  again. 


Companion  of  the  wretched,  come, 

Fair  Hope  !  and  dwell  with  me  a  while  * 
Thy  heavenly  preience  gilds  the  gloom. 
While  happier  fcenes  in  profpedl  fmile. 


Oh  !  who  can  tell  what  Time  may  do  ? 

How  all  my  forrows  yet  may  end  ? 

Can  fhe  rejedt  a  love  fo  true  ? 

Can  Delia  e’er  forfake  her  friend  ? 

Unkind  and  rude  the  thorn  is  feen, 

No  fign  of  future  fweetnefs  lliows  ; 

But  time  calls  forth  its  lovely  green. 

And  fpreads  the  blulhes  of  the  rofe. 

Then  come,  fair  Hope,  and  whifper  peace. 
And  keep  the  happy  fcenes  in  view, 
When  all  thefe  cares  and  fears  fliall  ceafe. 
And  Delia  blefs  a  love  fo  true. 


II. 

Hope,  fweet  deceiver,  fliil  believ’d. 

In  mercy  fent  to  footh  our  care: 
Oh!  tell  me,  am  I  now  deceiv’d. 

And  wilt  thou  leave  me  to  defpsir  ? 


Then  hear,  ye  Powers,  my  earned  pra y’rs 
This  pang  unutterable  fave ; 

Let  me  not  live  to  know  defpair? 

But  give  me  quiet  in  the  grave  ! 


Why 
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Why  fhould  I  live  to  hate  the  light. 

Be  with  myfelf  at  conftant  (Irife, 

And  drag  about  in  nature’s  fpite, 

An  ufelefs,  joylefs  load  of  life  ? 

But  far  from  her  all  ills  remove, 

Your  favourite  care  let  Delia  be, 

Long  blefi:  in  friendlhip,  bleft  in  love, 

And  may  fhe  never  think  on  me. 

III. 

But  if,  to  prove  my  love  fincere, 

The  fates  a  while  this  trial  doom  ; 

Then  aid  me,  Hope,  my  woes  to  bear. 

Nor  leave  me  till  my  Delia  come  ; 

Till  Delia  come,  no  more  to  part. 

And  all  thefe  cares  and  fears  remove, 

Oh,  come !  relieve  this  widow’d  heart. 

Oh,  quickly  come  !  my  pride,  my  love ! 

My  Delia  come!  whofe  looks  beguile, 

Whofe  fmile  can  charm  my  cares  away 

Oh!  come  with  that  enchanting  fmile, 

And  brighten  up  life’s  wintry  day; 

Oh,  come  !  and  make  me  full  amends 
For  all  my  cares,  my  fears,  my  pain  ; 

Delia,  reftore  me  to  my  friends, 

Reftore  me  to  myfelf  again. 


On  the  late  Improvements  at  Nuneham,  the  Seat  of  the  Earl  of  Harcou&i 

By  the  late  W.  Whitehead,  Efq. 

1 

DAME  Nature,  the  Goddefs,  one  very  bright  day, 

In  {trolling  thro’  Nuneham,  met  Brown  in  her  way  * 

And  blefs  me,  fhe  faid,  with  an  infolent  fneer, 

I  wonder  that  fellow  will  dare  to  come  here. 

What  more  than  1  did  has  your  impudence  piann’d  ? 

The  lawn,  wood,  and  water,  are  all  of  my  hand  s 
In  my  very  belt  manner,  with  Themis’s  fcales, 

I  lifted  the  hills,  and  I  fcoop’d  out  the  vales  ; 

With  Sylvan’s  own  umbrage  I  grac’d  ev’ry  brow, 

And  pour’d  the  rich  Thames  thro’  the  meadows  below. 

I  grant  it,  he  cry’d  ;  to  your  fov’reign  command 
I  bow,  as  I  ought. — Gentle  Lady,  your  hand  : 

M  t  "I  he 
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The  weather’s  inviting,  fo  let  us  move  on  ; 

You  know  what  you  did,  and  now  fee  what  I’ve  done. 

I  with  gratitude  own  you  have  reafon  to  plead 

That  to  thefe  happy  fcenes  you  were  bounteous  indeed  ; 

My  lovely  materials  were  many  and  great  I 
(For  fometirnes,  you  know,  I’m  oblig’d  to  create) 

But  fay  in  return,  my  adorable  dame, 

To  all  you  fee  here  can  you  lay  a  juft  claim  ? 

Were  there  no  (lighter  parts,  which  you  finish’d  in  hafte, 

'  Or  left,  like  a  friend,  to  give  fcope  to  my  tafte  ? 

Who  drew  o’er  the  furface,  did  you,  or  did  J, 

The  fmooth- flowing  out-line,  that  fleals  from  the  eye*, 

The  foft  undulations,  both  diftant  and  near. 

That  heave  from  the  lawns,  and  yet  fcarcely  appear  ? 

(So  bends  the  ripe  harveft  the  breezes  beneath. 

As  if  earth  was  in  (lumber  and  gently  took  breath) 

Who  thinn’d,  and  who  group’d,  and  who  fcatter’d  thofe  trees. 
Who  bade  the  Hopes  fall  with  that  delicate  eafe, 

Who  call  them  in  (hade,  and  who  plac’d  them  in  light, 

Who  bade  them  divide,  and  who  bade  them  unite  ? 

The  ridges  are  melted,  the  boundaries  gone: 

Obferve  all  thefe  changes,  and  candidly  own 
I  have  cloath’d  you  when  naked,  and,  when  o’erdreft, 

I  have  flrip’d  you  again  to  your  boddice  and  veft  j 
Conceal’d  ev’ry  blemilh,  each  beauty  difplay’d, 

As  Reynolds  would  picture  fome  exquifite  maid. 

Each  fpirited  feature  would  happily  place, 

And  fhed  o’er  the  whole  inexpreflible  grace. 

One  queftion  remains.  Up  the  green  of  yon  fteep 
Who  threw  the  bold  walk  with  that  elegant  fweep? 

—There  is  little  to  fee,  till  the  fummit  we  gain:  — 

Nay,  never  draw  back,  you  may  climb  without  pain, 

And,  I  hope,  will  perceive  how  each  cbjedt  is  caught, 

And  is  loft,  in  exactly  the  point  where  it  ought. 

That  ground  of  your  moulding  is  certainly  fine, 

But  the  fwell  of  that  knoll,  and  thofe  openings,  are  mine. 

The  profpett,  wherever  beheld,  mult  be  good. 

But  has  ten  times  its  charms  when  you  burft  from  this  wood, 

A  wood  of  my  planting.  The  goddefs  cried,  Hold  ! 

’Tis  grown  very  hqt,  and  ?iis  grown  very  cold. 

#  The  two  laft  words  in  this  couplet  have  identical  rather  than  correfponding 
founds,  and  therefore  only  appear  to  rhyme.  This  defeat,  however,  may  eafily  be 
removed  by  tranfpofmg  the  two  verfes  apd  reading  them  thus  : 

That  fweet  flowing  outline,  that  fteals  from  the  view. 

Who  drew  o’er  the  furface,  did  I,  or  did  you  ?  M° 


She 


POETRY.  1 6  c 

She  fann’d,  and  fhe  fhudder’d,  fhe  cough’d,  and  fhe  fneez’d, 
Inclin’d  to  be  angry,  inclin’d  to  be  pleas’d  ; 

Half  imil’d,  and  half  pouted — then  turn’d  from  the  view, 

And  dropp’d  him  a  curt’fie,  and  blufhing  withdrew. 

Yet  foon  recollecting  her  thoughts,  as  fhe  pafs’d, 

44  I  may  have  my  revenge  on  this  fellow  at  lad; : 

“  For  a  lucky  conjecture  comes  into  my  head, 

“  That,  whate’er  he  has  done,  and  whate’er  he  has  faid, 

44  The  world’s  little  malice  will  balk  his  defign  : 

44  Each  fault  they’ll  call  his,  and  each  excellence  mine 


V erfes  on  the  Duchefs  of  Rutland;  fuppoftd  to  le  ‘written  by  Sir 

H.  Langrish. 

AS  poor  Anacreon  bleeding  lies, 

F rom  the  firft  glance  of  Stella’s  eyes. 

Too  weak  to  fly,  too  proud  to  yield. 

Or  leave  an  undifputed  field  ; 

He  rallies,  reds  upon  his  arms. 

And  reconnoitres  all  her  charms. 

Vainly  he  fancies  that  by  peeping. 

Through  all  the  beauties  in  her  keeping* 

He  may  in  fuch  a  (tore  collect 
The  healing  balm  of  one  defeCt ; 

One  feeble  part,  one  faulty  fpot, 

That  Nature’s  forming  hand  forgot, 

Or  left,  in  mercy,  a  defence 
Againd  her  wide  omnipotence, 

Which  fpares  philofopher  nor  fage. 

Nor  tender  youth,  nor  cautious  age. 

He  view’d  her  fiature ,  tow’ring  high  * 

The  liquid  luftre  of  her  eye  ; — 

The  various  wonders  of  her  mouthy 
DifFufing  lweetnels,  like  the  South  ; 

Where  everlafting  raptures  grow, 

Where  violets  breathe  and  rofes  glow  ; 

Where  pearls  in  fplendid  order  meet, 

And  tune  the  lapfe  of  accents  fweet ; 

As  pebbles  fhed  their  filver  beam, 

Brighten,  and  harmonize  the  dream. 

#  Alth*'  the  perfonification  of  Nature  has  been  common  to  feveral  Poets, 
when  they  meant  to  compliment  an  artirt  that  rivalled  her,  yet  the  idea  of  making 
her  behave  herielf  like  that  mod  unnatural  of  all  created  Beings,  a  mordern  fine 
UaDY,  raud  be  allowed  to  be  a  thought  both  very  bold  and  truly  original ;  and 
the  Poet  ha«>  I  think,  executed  it  with  much  genuin*  humour.  M. 

M  3  He 
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He  view’d  her  whole  array  of  charms, 

The  waving  plumes,  and  polifh’d  arms ; 

He  look’d  through  every  rank  and  file, 

Through  every  grace,  and  every  fmile  ; 

But  faw  no  fingle  fjpot  neglected ; — 

The  front  fecure,  the  rear  prote&ed, 

The  centre  form’d  with  double  care, 

For  the  fup  re  me  command  was  there  : 

There  hid,  myfterious  from  the  day, 

The  confecrated  banners  lay  : 

No  advantageous  pafs  was  loft, 

No  heauty  fleeping  on  its  poft; 

But  all  was  order,  all  wras  force : 

A  look  was  victory  of  courfe. 

On  objects  from  the  fight  precluded 
He  by  analogy  concluded  ; 

By  faith  in  what  had  been  reveal’d, 

He  judg’d  of  all  that  lay  conceal’d  ; 

That  heav’n,  to  which  our  fancies  ftray 
Through  fleecy  cloud,  and  milky  way  - 
But  he  could  (peculate,  or  fpy 
Nothing,  to  change  his  deftiny. 

At  length  an  incident  arofe, 

That  flatter’d  him  with  leffer  woes. 

The  bold  intrufion  of  a  fly 
Had  clos’d  the  luftre  of  one  eye. 

And  gave  him  hopes  that,  thus  bereft 
Of  half  her  fplendour,  what  was  left 
He  could  refill,  or  could  evade. 

Or  could  retire  behind  the  fhade. 

But  whilfl;  he  triumphs  in  thefe  fancies* 

A  new  auxiliary  advances. 

The  fno~My  arm's  fubiime  difplay 
Was  rais’d  to  chafe  that  cloud  away. 

Which  feem’d  the  lightning  to  abate. 

And  yet  awhile  fufpend  his  fate. 

But,  ah!  how  frail  is  hope  !  how  vain  I 
The  vanquifh’d  luftre  came  again, 

And  living  ivory  fupply'd 

That  fplendour  which  her  eye  deny’d. 

So  Alpine  fnowy  cliffs  arife, 

Pervade  the  clouds,  and  touch  the  fkies  ; 

Scatter  around  the  filver  ray, 

And  give  new  brightnefs  to  the  day. 

Thus  difappointed  in  his  dream 
Of  imperfection  in  her  frame, 

He  meditates  yet  to  explore 
One  defperate  expedient  more. 


“  Where 
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fi  Where  fliall  I  go  a  fault  to  find  ? 

Have  I  no  refuge  in  her  mind  ? 

**  Can’t  I  one  healing  error  trace. 

To  cure  the  mifchiefs  of  her  face  ? 

“  One  tax,  one  countervailing  duty, 

“  To  balance  her  account  of  beauty  ? 

**  One  faving  foible,  balmy  fault, 

One  impropriety  of  thought, 

**  To  lend  its  medicinal  aid, 

“  And  cure  the  wounds  her  eyes  have  made  ? 
“  Prefumptuous  hope  ! — I  view’d  once  more 
44  The  blaze  that  dazzled  me  before. 

And  faw !  thoie  very  eyes  impart 
44  A  foul,  that  fharpen’d  every  dart  ; 

“  With  every  rich  endowment  fraught, 

**  The  tender  care,  the  generous  thought, 

“  The  fenfe  of  each  exahed  duty, 

“  That  mingled  worth  with  every  beauty : 

“  And  a  prevailing  willi  imprefs’d 
“  To  make  all  happy,  and  one  blefs’d. 

“  Her  foul  through  every  feature  fpoke—= 

“  There  was  a  virtue  in  each  look  : 

44  The  whole  was  gentlenefs  and  love — 

41  Her  arrows  feather’d  from  the  dove  ; 

44  And  every  glance  that  charm’d  the  fight 
44  VI as  as  benevolent  as  bright. 

44  Finding  no  poffible  retreat, 

,  44  I  yield  contented  to  my  fate— 

“  I  unrelu&ant  drag  the  chain, 

44  And  in  the  pajfion  lofe  the  pain — ° 

For  her  fweet  bondage  is  fo  light, 

“  And  all  her  fetters  are  fo  bright, 

44  That  vain  and  vanquifh’d,  I  muft  own 
44  1  cannot  wifh  to  lay  them  down, 

“  Nor  idly  ftruggle  to  be  free, 

44  Nor  change  my  lot  for  liberty.” 

4 The  Three  Vernons  *. 

By  the  Hon.  Horace  Walpole. 

HENRIETTA’S  f  ferious  charms 

Awe  the  bread  her  beauty  warms  : 

See  fihe  biuihes!  Love  prefurnes  ;  0 

See  flie  frowns !  he  drops  his  plumes. 

*  Daughters  of  Richard  Vernon,  Efq> 
f  Now  Countefs  of  Warwick, 
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Dancing  lighter  o’er  the  ocean 
Was  not  CytherecC s  motion; 

Speaking,  Art  repines  to  fee 
The  triumph  of  fimplicity. 

Lips  that  fmile  a  thoufand  meanings, 

Humid  with  Hyblean  gleanings  ; 

Eyes  that  glitter^into  wit, 

Wanton  mirth  with  fancy  fmit  ; 

Arch  naivete  that  wanders 
In  each  dimpling  cheek’s  meanders ; 

Shedding  rofes,  fhifting  graces, 

In  a  face  that ’s  twenty  faces, 

Sweet  affemblage,  all  combine 
In  pretty  playful  Caroline. 

Sober  as  the  matron’s  air, 

Humble  as  the  cloifter’d  fair, 

Patient  till  new  Springs  difclofe 
The  bud  of  promis’d  beauty’s  rofe* 

Waving  flattery’s  perfum’d  breatb, 

Enfures  it  young  Elizabeth. 

Lovely  Three;  whofe  future  reign, 

Shall  fing  fome  younger,  fweeter  fwain ; 

For  me,  fuffice  in  Amp  thill  groves, 

Cradle  of  Graces  and  of  Loves, 

I  firfl  announc’d,  in  artlefs  page. 

The  glories  of  a  rifing  age  ; 

And  promis’d,  where  my  Anna  fhone, 

Three  Ojforys  as  bright  as  one. 

1 

PROLOGUE  to  the  Tragedy  of  JULIA. 
Written  by  Edmond  Malone,  Efq, 

Spoken  by  Mr.  Kemble. 

FROM  Thefpis’  days  to  this  enlighten’d  hour, 

The  ftage  has  fliewn  the  dire  abufe  of  power  * 
What  mighty  mifchief  from  ambition  fprings! 

The  fate  of  heroes,  and  the  fall  of  kings. 

But  thefe  high  themes,  howe’er  adorn’d  by  art. 

Have  feldom  gain’d  the  pafles  of  the  heart  : 

Calm  we  behold  the  pompous  mimic  woe. 

Unmov’d  by  forrows  we  can  never  know. 

Far  other  feelings  in  the  foul  arife, 

When  private  griefs  arreft  our  ears  and  eyes  : 

When  the  falfe  friend,  and  blamelefs  fuffering  wife, 
Refled  the  image  of  domeftic  life  : 


And 
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And  (till  more  wide  the  fympathy,  more  keen. 

When  to  each  breaft  refponfive  is  the  fcene  ; 

And  the  fine  cords  that  every  heart  entwine. 

Dilated,  vibrate  with  the  glowing  line. - 

Such  is  the  theme  that  now  demands  your  ear. 

And  claims  the  filent  plaudit  of  a  tear. 

One  tyrant  paftion  all  mankind  muft  prove  ; 

The  balm  or  poifon  of  our  lives — is  Love. 

Love’s  fovereign  fway  extends  o’er  every  clime, 

Nor  owns  a  limit  or  of  fpace  or  time. 

For  love,  the  generous  fair-one  hath  fuftain’d 
More  poignant  ills  than  ever  poet  feign’d. 

For  love,  the  maid  partakes  her  lover’s  tomb. 

Or  pines  long  life  out,  in  fad  foothlefs  gloom. 

Ne’er  fhall  oblivion  fihroud  the  Grecian  wife 
Who  gave  her  own,  to  fave  a  hufband’s  life. 

With  her  contending,  fee  our  Edward’s  bride. 
Imbibing  poifon  from  his  mangled  fide. 

Nor  iefs,  though  proud  of  intellectual  lway. 

Does  haughty  man  the  tyrant  power  obey  : 

From  youth  to  age  by  love’s  wild  tempeft  toft. 

For  love,  even  mighty  kingdoms  has  he  loft* 

Vain — wealth,  and  fame,  and  fortune’s  foftering  care  f 
If  no  fond  breaft  the  fplendid  bleffings  ihare; 

And,  each  day’s  buttling  pageantry  once  paft, 
cIhere%  only  there,  his  blits  is  found  at  laft. 

For  woes  fictitious  oft  your  tears  have  flow’d ; 
Your  cheek  for  wrongs  imaginary  glow’d  : 

To-night  our  Poet  means  not  to  aftail 
Your  throbbing  bofoms  with  a  fancy’d  tale. 

Scarce  fixty  funs  their  annual  courfe  have  roll’d, 
Since  all  was  real  that  our  fcenes  unfold. 

To  touch  your  breafts  with  no  unplealing  pain, 

The  Mufe’s  magic  bids  it  live  again  : 

Bids  mingled  characters,  as  once  in  life, 

Refume  their  functions,  and  renew  their  ftrife  j 
While  pride,  revenge,  and  jealoufy’s  wild  rage, 
Roufe  all  the  genius  of  th’  impaflion’d  tlage. 

0 

*  — Spefiant  fubeuntem  fata  mariti , 


Aiceftem. 


Juv. 


•f*  “  Thou  art  a  tlave,  whom  fortune’s  tender  arm 
**  With  favour  never  clafp’d.’1’ 

Timon  of  Athens. 
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EPILOGUE. 
Written  by  John  Courtenay,  Efqr 
And  Jpoken  by  Mrs.  Siddons. 

“'HOUGH  tender  flghs  breath  in  the  tragic 


£  What  lover  now  complains— but  on  the  flags  i 
Jvfo  fuitor  now  attempts  his  rival’s  life, 

But  lets  him  take  that  cordial  balm — a  wife  ; 

And  yet,  to  prove  his  pure  and  conftant  flame. 

Still  loves  his  mi  ft  refs  in  the  wedded  dame; 

Still  courts  his  friend,  and  frill  devoutly  bows 
At  the  fair  fhrine  where  firft  he  breath’d  his  vows. 
For  love,  fhe  knows  fome  gratitude  is  due, 

Searches  her  heart,  and  finds  there’s  room  for  two; 
And  often  fees,  her  coy  reluctance  o’er, 

Good  caufe  to  prize  her  caro  fpofa  more. 

Thus  modifri  wives,  with  lentimental  fpirit, 

JVlay  go  aftray,  to  prove  their  huiband’s  merit, 

Or  ope  the  door,  in  this  commodious  age. 

Without  death’s  aid,  t’  efcape  the  wedlock’s  cage. 
Abjuring  rules,  that  loon  will  feem  romance. 

Love’s  gayer  fyftem  we  import  from  France  ; 
Refcind  politely  our  old  Englifh  duty. 

And  take  oft'  all  reftiaints  from  wine  and  beauty  ; 
While  lighter  manners  cheer  our  native  gloom. 

As  Spanilli  wool  refines  the  Bricifh  loom. 

Had  fafhion’s  law  of  old  fuch  influence  fried. 

The  raptur’d  Claudio  ne’er  had  timelefs  bled  : 

H  is  blifs  with  joy  Mentevole  had  feen, 

And  Julia’s  favourite  Cicifbe  had  been. 

The  afliduous  lover,  and  the  hufband  bland, 

Like  Brentford  kings,  had  frill  walk’d  hand  in  hand  ; 
Together  frill  had  frione  at  Park  and  play, 

Qu  affing  the  fragrance  of  the  fame  bouquet. 

Our  varlet  Poet,  with  licentious  ipeech, 

Thus  far  our  injus’d  fex  has  dar’d  impeach. 

T  he  Female  character  thus  rudely  flurr’d, 

’Tis  fit,  at  laft,  that  I  friould  have  a  word, 

Firft  then,  without  rejoinder  or  ditpiue, 

This  virtuous  circle  might  each  charge  refute. 

That  ’tis  a  nuptial  age ,  I  fure  may  lay, 

With  their  own  wives  when  hulbands  run  away.— 
But  truce  with  jeft-  Howe’er  the  wits  may  rail. 
The  caufe  of  truth  and  virtue  muft  prevail. 
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Of  former  times  whatever  may  be  told. 

We’re 'juft  as  good  as  e’er  they  were  of  old. 
Connubial  love  here  long  has  fix’d  his  throne, 

And  blifs  is  ours  to  foreign  climes  unknown. 

If  now  and  then  a  tripping  fair  is  found, 

On  Scandal’s  wings  the  buzzing  tale  flies  round : 
While  blamelefs  thoufandst  in  lequefter’d  life 
Adorn  each  ftate,  of  parent,  friend,  and  wife  ; 
From  private  cares  ne’er  wifh  abroad  to  roam, 
And  blefs,  each  day,  the  funfhine  of  their  home  ; 
Unnotic’d  keep  their  noifelefs  happy  courfe, 

Nor  dream  of  fecond  wedlock  or  divorce. 

I  fee  the  verdidt’s  ours ;  you  fmile  applaufe ; 
So,  with  your  leave,  again  I’ll  plead  your  caufe: 
New  triumphs  nightly  o’er  this  railer  gain, 

And  to  the  laft  our  female  rights  maintain. 


Addrefs  to  the  Deil. — From  Poems  chiefly  in  the  Scottijh  Dialed. 

By  Robert  Burks, 

O  Prince  /  O  Chief  of  many  throned  Powers, 

P hat  led  th ’  embattl'd  Seraphim  to  war- —  MlLTON. 

OThou  !  whatever  title  fuit  thee, 

Auld  Hornie,  Satan,  Nick  or  Clootie, 

Wha  in  yon  cavern  grim  an’  footie,. 

Clos’d  under  hatches, 

Spairges  about  the  brunftane  cootie  % 

To  fcauld  poor  wretches. 

Hear  me,  auld  Hangie ,  for  a  wee. 

An*  let  poor  damned  bodies  be  ; 

I’m  fure  fma’  pleafure  it  can  gie, 

Ev’n  to  a  deil. 

To  fkelp  an*  fcaud  poor  dogs  like  me. 

An’  hear  us  lqueel ! 

Great  is  thy  pow’r,  an’  great  thy  fame  ; 

Far  kend  an’  noted  is  thy  name  ; 

An’  tho’  yon  lowin  heugh’s  thy  hame, 

Thou  travels  far  ; 

An’  faith  !  thou’s  neither  lag  nor  lame, 

Nor  blate  b  nor  fcaur  c„ 

Whyles,  ranging  like  a  roarin  lion, 

For  prey,  a’  holes  and  corners  tryin ; 

*  Wooden  kitchen  difh,  b  balhful.  c  apt  to  be  feared. 

Whyles, 
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Whyles,  on  the  ftrong-wing’d  Tempeft  flyin, 

a  Tirlin  the  kirks  ; 

Whyles,  in  the  human  bofom  pryin, 

Unfeen  thou  lurks. 

I’ve  heard  my  reverend  Grauttie  fay, 

In  lanely  glens  ye  like  to  ftray ; 

Or  where  auld,  ruin’d  caftles,  gray. 

Nod  to  the  moon, 

Ye  fright  the  nightly  wand’rer’s  way, 

Wi’  h  eldritch  croon  c„ 

When  twilight  did  my  Graunie  fummon, 

To  fay  her  pray’rs,  douce*  honeft  woman! 

Aft  yont  the  dyke  fhe’s  heard  you  bummin, 

Wi’ d  eerie  drone  ; 

Or,  ruftlin,  thro’  the  c  boortries  cormn, 

Wi’  heavy  groan. 

Ae  dreary,  windy,  winter  night. 

The  ftars  iliot  down  wi’  Iklentin  light, 

Wi’  you,  myfel,  I  gat  a  fright, 

Ayont  the  lough  ; 

Ye,  like  a  ralli-bufs,  flood  in  fight, 

Wi’  waving  fugh. 

The  cudgel  in  my  nieve  did  fhake, 

Each  briftl’d  hair  (food  like  a  ftake, 

When  wi’  an  eldritch,  f  floor  qu?ick,  quaick, 

Amang  the  fprings, 

Awa  ye  fquatter’d  like  a  drake. 

On  whiftling  wings. 

Let  g  warlocks  grim,  an’  wither’d  bags, 

Tell  how  wi’  you  on  ragweed  nags, 

They  fkim  the  muirs  an’  dizzy  crags, 

Wi’  wicked  fpeed  ; 

And  in  kirk-yards  renew  their  leagues, 

Owe  h  howkit  dead. 

Thence,  countra  wives,  wi’  toil  an’  pain. 

May  plunge  an’  plunge  the  kirn  in  vain  ; 

For,  O  !  the  yellow  treafure’s  taen 

By  witching  lki!l  ; 

An’  ^awtit’  ^twal-pint  Hawkie’s  gaen 

As 1  yell’s  the  Bill 

a  Uncovering.  b  frightful.  c  a  hollow  continued  moan.  d  frighted.  *  the 
ihrub  elder.  *  ftrong  and  hoarfe,  e  wizards.  h  digged.  '  carelfed.  *  twelve-- 
pint.  1  barren,  that  gives  no  milk.  al  bull. 

Thence, 
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Thence,  myftic  knots  mak  great  abufe, 

On  young  Guidmen,  fond,  keen,  an’  croufe*; 

When  the  beft  wark*!ume  i’  the  houfe, 

By  b  cantrip  wit. 

Is  inftant  made  no  worth  a  loufe. 

Juft  at  the  bit. 

When  thowes  diftolve  the  fnawy  hoord, 

An’  float  the  jinglin  icy-boord. 

Then,  Q  Water-kelpies  haunt  the  foord. 

By  your  direction, 

An’  nighted  Travelers  are  allur’d 

To  their  deftrudtion. 

An’  aft  your  mofs-traverfing  Spunkies 
Decoy  the  wight  that  late  an’  drunk  is: 

The  bleezin,  curft,  mifchievous  monkies 

Delude  hrs  eyes, 

Till  in  fome  miry  flough  he  funk  is. 

Ne’er  mair  to  rife. 

When  Mafons  myftic  word  an’  grip* 

In  ftorms  an’  tempefts  raife  you  up. 

Some  cock  or  cat  your  rage  maun  flop, 

Or,  ft  range  to  tell ! 

The  yqungeft  Brother  ye  wad  whip 

AfF  ftraught  to  h-11. 

Lang  fyne,  in  Eden’s  bonie  yard, 

When  youthfu’  lovers  firft  were  pair’d. 

An’  all  the  Soul  of  Love  they  fhar’d. 

The  raptur’d  hour, 

Sweet  on  the  fragrant,  flow’ry  fwaird, 

In  fhady  bow’r : 

Then  you,  ye  auld,  d  fnick-drawing  dogf 
Ye  cam  to  Paradife  incog. 

An’  play’d  on  man  a  curled  brogue  *, 

(Black  be  your  fa’ !) 

An’  gied  the  infant  warld  a  fliog, 

’Maift  ruin’d  a’. 

D’ye  mind  that  day,  when  in  a  bizz  f, 

Wi*  reekit  duds  and  reeftit  gizz  h. 

Ye  did  prefent  your  fmootie  phiz, 

’Mang  better  folk. 

An’  1  (klented  on  the  man  of  Uzz 

Your  fpitelu’  joke  ? 

*  Cheerful.  *  having  a  charm.  *  water-fpirits.  t rick-con tri trine.  e  trick. 

*  buftle,  e  rags.  h  withered  periwig.  >  ran  obliquely. 
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An’  how  ye  gat  him  i’  your  thrall. 

An’  brak  him  out  o’  houfe  an’  hal’. 

While  fcabs  an’  botches  did  him  gall, 

Wi*  bitter  claw, 

An’  lows’d  his  ill-tongu’d,  wicked  Scawl, 

Was  ward  ava? 

But  a’  your  doings  to  rehearfe. 

Your  wily  ihares  an’  fechtin  fierce. 

Sin’  that  day  Michael  *  did  you  pierce, 

Down  to  this  time, 

Wad  ding  a’ Lallan  tongue,  or  Erfe, 

In  profe  or  rhyme. 

An’  now,  auld  Cloots ,  I  ken  ye’re  th inkin, 

A  certain  Bardie’s  rantin,  drinkin, 

'Some  luckiefs  hour  will  fend  him  lirrkin31. 

To  your  black  pit ; 

But  faith  !  he’ll  turn  a  corner  jinkin 

An’  cheat  you  yet. 

But,  fare  you  weel,  auld  Nickie-hen  t 
O  wad  ye  tak  a  thought  an’  men’! 

Ye  *  aiblins  might— I  dinna  ken- — 

Still  hae  a  flake—* 

I’m  wae  to  think  upo’  yon  den, 

Ev’n  for  your  fake  ! 

A  Dedication  to  G****  H***#***,  Efq. — From  the  fame „ 

EXCEPT  na,  Sir,  in  this*  narration, 

A  6  fleechin,  ®  fleth’rin  Dedication, 

To  roofe  you  up,  an*  caJ  you  guid, 

An’  fprung  o’  great  an’  noble  bluid  ; 

Becaufe  ye’re  firnam’d  like  His  Grace , 

Perhaps  related  to  the  race  ; 

Then  when  Pm  tir’d— and  fae  are  ye,  / 

Wi’  monie  a  fulfome,  finfu’  lie, 

Set  up  a  face,  how  I  ftopt  fhort. 

For  fear  your  modefty  be  hurt. 

This  may  do — maun  do,  Sir,  wi’  them  wha 
Maun  pleaie  the  Great  F oik  for  a  wamefou  f , 

For  me  !  fae  laigh  I  need  na  bow. 

For,  Lord  be  thankit,  1  can  plough  • 

And  when  I  downa  yoke  a  naig, 

Then,  Lord  be  thankir,  I  can  beg  ; 

Sae  I  fihal I  lay,  an’  that’s  nae  flatt’r/n, 

It’s  juft  fic  Poet  an’  fic  Patron . 

*  Vide  Milton,  Book  VI. 

*  Tripping.  b  dodging.  c  perhaps.  d  fupplicating.  e  flattering.  f  belly  fully 
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The  Poet,  foine  guid  Angei  help  him, 

Or  elfe,  I  fear,  fome  ill  ane  Ikelp  him  ! 

He  may  do  weel  for  a’  he's  done  yet. 

But  only — he's  no  juft  begun  yet. 

The  Pairon,  (Sir,  ye  maun  forgie  me, 

I  winna  lie,  come  what  wdll  o’  me) 

On  ev’ry  hand  it  will  allow’d  be, 

He’s  juft — nae  better  than  he  lliou’d  be. 

I  readily  and  freely  grant, 

He  downa  fee  a  poor  man  want ; 

What’s  no  his  ain,  he  winna  tak  it  ; 

What  ance  he  fays,  he  winna  break  it  ; 

Ought  he  can  lend  he’ll  no  refus’t, 

Till  aft  his  guidnefs  is  abus’d  ; 

And  rafcals  whyles  that  do  him  wrang, 

Ev’n  that,  he  does  na  mind  it  lang: 

As  Maifter,  Landlord,  Hufband,  Father, 

He  does  na  fail  his  part  in  either. 

But  then,  nae  thanks  to  him  for  a’  that; 

Nae  godly  fymptom  ye  can  ca’  that  ; 

It’s  naething  but  a  milder  feature 
Of  our  poor,  fmfu’,  corrupt  Nature: 

Ye’ll  get  the  beft  o’  moral  works, 

’Mang  black  Gentoos,  and  Pagan  Turks, 

Or  hunters  wild  on  Pcnotaxi, 

Wha  never  heard  of  Orth-d-xy. 

That  he’s  the  poor  man’s  friend  in  need. 

The  Gentleman  in  word  and  deed, 

It’s  no  thro’  terror  of  D— inn-t— n; 

It’s  juft  a  carnal  inclination. 

Morality,  thou  deadly  bane. 

Thy  tens  o’  thoufands  thou  haft  flam! 

Vain  is  his  hope,  whafe  itay  an’  fruit  is 
In  moral  Mercy,  Truth,  an’  Juftice! 

No— ftretch  a  point  to  catch  a  pla-ck  ; 

Abufe  a  Brother  to  his  back  ; 

Steal  thro’  the  a  t vinnoch  fra  a  wh-re, 

But  point  the  Rake  that  taks  the  door ; 

Be  to  the  Poor  like  ome  whunftane; 

And  haud  their  nofes  to  the  grunftane ; 

Ply  ev’ry  art  o’  legal  thieving  : 

No  matter — flick  to  found  believing. 

Learn  three-mile  pray’rs,  an’  half-mile  graces, 

Wi’  weel-lpread  iooves  an’  lang,  wry  faces; 

Grfint  up  a  foiemn,  lengthen’d  groan. 

And  damn  a’  Parties  but  your  own  ; 

I’ll  warrant  then,  ye’re  nae  Deceiver, 

A  fteady,  fturdy,  ftaunch  Believer. 

*  Window, 
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O  ye  wha  leave  the  fprings  o’  C-lv-n , 

For  zgumlie  dubs  b  of  your  ain  delvin ! 

Ye  Tons  of  Herefy  and  Error, 

Ye’ll  fome  day  fqueel  in  quaking  terror! 

When  vengeance  draws  the  fword  in  wrath, 

And  in  the  fire  throws  the  ilieath  ; 

When  Ruin,  with  his  fweeping  beforn , 

Juft  frets  till  Heav’n  cornmiflion  gies  him; 

While  o’er  the  Harp  pale  Mis’ry  moans, 

And  ftrikes  the  ever-deep’ning  tones. 

Still  louder  ftirieks,  and  heavier  groans  1 
Your  pardon,  Sir,  for  this  digreftlon, 

I  maift  forgat  my  Dedication  ; 

Rut  when  Divinity  comes  crofs  me, 

My  readers  ftill  are  fure  to  lofe  me. 

So,  Sir,  you  fee  ’twas  nae  daft  vapour, 

Rut  I  maturely  thought  it  proper, 

When  a’  my  works  1  did  review. 

To  dedicate  them,  Sir,  to  You  ; 

Becaufe  (ye  need  not  tak  it  ill) 

I  thought  them  fomething  like  yourfel. 

Then  patronize  them  wi’  your  favor, 

And  your  Petitioner  ftiall  ever—— 

I  had  amaift  fiaid,  ever  prayt 
But  that’s  a  word  I  need  na  fay: 

For  prayin  I  hae  little  Ikill  o’t ; 

I’m  bairh  e  dead-fweer,  an’  wretched  ill  o’t  $ 

But  Ffe  repeat  each  poor  man’s  pray’r , 

That  kens  or  hears  about  you,  Sir— 
i  May  ne’er  Misfortune’s  d  gowling  bark, 

*  Howl  thro’  the  dwelling  o’  the  Clerk  / 

4  May  ne’er  his  gen’rous  honeft  heart, 

4  For  that  fame  gen’rous  fpirit  fmart  \ 

4  May  K******’s  far-honour’d  name 
4  Lang  beet  his  hymeneal  flame, 

-  Till  H*******’s,  at  leaft  a  diz’n, 

*  Are  frae  their  nuptial  labors  rifen  : 
i  Five  bonie  Lafles  round  their  table, 

*  And  fev’n  braw  Fellows,  ftout  an’  able 

*  To  ferve  their  King  an’  Country  weel, 

*  By  word,  or  pen,  or  pointed  fteel  1 
”  May  Health  and  Peace,  with  mutual  rays, 

*  Shine  on  the  ev’ning  o’  his  days  ; 

*  Till  his  wee,  curlie  John’s  ier-oe, 

*  When  ebbing  life  nae  mair  ftiall  flow, 

*  The  laft,  fad,  mournful  rites  bellow!’ 

1  will  not  wind  a  lang  conclufion, 

With  complimentary  effufion : 

*  Muddy,  b  fmall  ponds.  c  very  averfe.  *  howling. 
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But  whilft  you!  willies  and  endeavours 
Are  bleft  with  Fortune’s  fmiles  and  favours,  / 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  zeal  moft  fervent. 

Your  much  indebted,  humble  fervant. 

But  if  (which  Pow’rs  above  prevent!) 

That  iron- hearted  Carl,  Want , 

Attended,  in  his  grim  advances, 

By  fad  miftakes,  and  black  mifchances. 

While  hopes,  and  joys,  and  pleafures  fly  him, 

Make  you  as  poor  a  dog  as  I  am, 

Your  humble  fervant  then  no  more  ; 

For  who  would  humbly  ferve  the  Poor? 

But,  by  a  poor  man’s  hopes  in  Heav’n  ! 

While  recollection’s  pow’r  is  giv’n, 

If,  in  the  vale  of  humble  life, 

The  victim  fad  of  Fortune’s  ftrife, 

I,  thro’  the  tender-gufhing  tear. 

Should  recognife  my  Majler  dear. 

If  friendlefs,  low,  we  meet  together, 

Then,  Sir,  your  hand — my  Friend  and  Brother . 

SONG. 

From  Poems  on  various  SubjeflSy  by  Ann  Yearsley, 

WHAT  ails  my  heart  when  thou  art  nigh? 

W  hy  heaves  the  tender  riling  f  gh  ? 

Ah,  Delia,  is  it  love  ? 

My  breath  in  fhorten’d  pauies  fly; 

I  tremble,  languish,  burn,  and  die  ; 

Do  ft  thou  thofe  tremors  prove? 

I 

Does  thy  fond  bofom  beat  for  me  ? 

Doft  thou  my  form  in  abfence  fee. 

Still  wifhing  to  be  near? 

Does  melting  languor  fill  thy  breaft  ? 

That  lomething,  which  was  ne’er  exprefs’d. 

Ah!  tell  me — if  you  dare. 

But  tho’  my  foul,  foft,  fond,  and  kind, 

Could  in  thy  arms  a  refuge  find, 

Secur’d  trom  ev’ry  woe  $ 

Yet,  ftriCt  to  honour’s  loudeft  ltrains, 

A  laft  adieu  alone  remains, 

’Tis  all  the  Fates  beftow. 

Then  blame  me  not,  if  doom’d  to  prove 
The  endlefs  pangs  of  hopelefs  love, 
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And  live  by  thee  unbleft: 

My  joylefs  hours  fly  faft  away  ; 

Let  them  fly  on,  I  chide  their  flay, 

For  fure  *tis  Heav’n  to  reft. 

ODE,  tr (inflated  from  the  Perfian  of  the  Poet  Hafex. 

By  Sir  Willi  am  Jones. 

SWEET  maid,  if  thou  would’ft  charm  my  fight* 

And  bid  thefe  arms  thy  neck  enfold, 

That  rofy  cheek,  that  lily  hand, 

Would  give  thy  poet  more  delight, 

Than  all  Becara’s  vaunted  gold, 

„  Than  all  the  gems  of  Samarcand. 

Boy,  let  yon  liquid  ruby  flow. 

And  bid  thy  penfive  heart  be  glad. 

Whate’er  the  frowning  zealots  fay, 

Tell  them  their  Eden  cannot  fbew 
A  ftream  fo  clear  as  Rcenabad, 

A  bower  fo  fweet  as  Mofeliay. 

Oh  !  when  thefe  fair  perfidious  maids, 

Whofe  eyes  our  fecret  haunts  infeft. 

Their  dear  deftruftive  charms  difplay  * 

Each  glance  my  tender  breaft  invades. 

And  robs  my  wounded  foul  of  reft, 

As  Tartars  feize  their  deftin’d  prey. 

In  vain  with  love  our  bofoms  glow : 

Can  all  our  tears,  can  all  our  fighs. 

New  tuftre  to  thofe  charms  impart  r 
Can  cheeks  where  living  roles  blow. 

Where  Nature  fpreads  her  richeft  dyes. 

Require  the  borrow’d  glofs  of  art  ? 

Speak  not  of  fate* — ah  [—change  the  theme. 

And  talk  of  odours,  ,  talk  of  wine, 

,  Talk  of  the  flowers  that  round  us  bloom, 

?Tis  all  a  cloud,  *iis  all  a  dream  ! 

To  love  and  joy  thy  thoughts  confine, 

Nor  hope  to  pierce  the  facred  gloom. 

Beauty  has  fuch  refiftlefs  power, 

That  even  the  chafte  Egyptian  dame 
Sigh’d  for  the  blooming  Hebrew  boy ; 

For  her  how  fatal  was  the  hour. 

When  to  the  banks  of  Nilus  came 
A  youth  fo  lovely  and  fo  coy  l 

But 
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But  ah!  fweet  maid,  my  counfel  hear, 

(Youth  fhould  attend  when  thofeadvife 
Whom  long  experience  renders  fage) 
While  mufic  charms  the  ravifh’d  ear. 

While  fpatkling  cups  delight  our  eyes, 

Be  gay,  and  (corn  the  frowns  of  age. 

What  cruel  anfwer  have  I  heard  ! 

And  yet,  by  Heav’n,  I  love  thee  (fill : 

Can  ought  be  cruel  from  thy  lip? 

Yet  fay,  how  fell  that  bitter  word 

From  lips  which  ftreams  of  fweetnefs  fill, 
Which  nought  but  drops  of  honey  lip  ? 

Go  boldly  forth,  my  Ample  lay, 

Whofe  accents  flow  with  artlefs  eafe. 

Like  Orient  pearls  at  random  ftrung  : 

Thy  nores  are  fweet,  the  damfels  fay  ; 

But,  oh!  far  fweeter,  if  they  pleafe 

The  nymph  for  whom  thefe  notes  are  fung, 


Softly,  an  Ode  from  the  fame. 

By  the  late  Captain  Thomas  Ford. 

DISGUIS’D,  laft  night,  I  rufh’d  from  home. 

To  feek  the  palace  of  my  foul : 

I  reach’d  by  filent  fteps  the  dome, 

And  to  her  chamber  foftly  ftole. 

On  a  gay  various  couch  reclin'd. 

In  fweet  repofe  I  faw  the  maid  • 

My  breaft,  like  afpins  to  the  wind. 

To  love’s  alarum  foftly  play’d. 

Two  fingers,  then,  to  half  expanfe, 

I  trembling  op’d — with  fear  opprefs’d, 

With  thefe  I  pull’d  her  veil  afkance, 

Then  fojtly  drew  her  to  my  breaft. 

44  Who  art  thou,  wretch!”  my  angel  cry’d  ; 

Whifp’ring,  l  laid — “Thy  flave: — thy  fwain? 
44  But  hufh,  my  love! — forbear  to  chide  : 

44  Speak  foftly ,  left  fome  hear  the  drain. ” 

Trembling  with  love,  with  hope,  and  fear, 

At  length  her  ruby  lips  I  prefs’d  : 

Sweet  kiffes  oft — mellifluous — dear  — 

Softly  l  fnatch’d— -was  foftly  biefs’d. 
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t(  O  let  me,”  now  inflam’d  I  faid, 

“  My  idol  clafp  within  thefe  arms 
st  Remove  the  light”— deep  figh’d  the  maid— 

“  Come  foftly ,  come — prevent  alarms.” 

Nowf  by  her  fide  with  blifs  1  glow’d, — 

Swift  flew  the  night  in  amorous  play  : 

At  length  the  morning’s  herald  crow’d  ; — 

When  foftly  thence  I  bent  my  way. 

EPIGRAM  on  this  Queflion  : 

H  Which  is  the  more  eligible  for  a  W ifet  a  Widow  or  an  Old  Maid 

From  the  Ejfay  on  Old  Maids. 


YE,  who  to  wed  the  fweeteft  wife  would  try, 
Obferve  how  men  a  fweet  Cremona  buy ! 
New  violins  they  feek  not  from  the  trade, 

But  one,  on  which  fome  good  mufrcian  play’d  : 
Strings  never  try’d  forne  harflinefs  will  produce  $ 
The  fiddle’s  harmony  improves  by  ufe. 


IMPROMPTU  on  the  preceding  Epigram. 

ONE  rule  will  Wives  and  Fiddles  fit. 

Is  falfely  faid,  I  fear,  by  witf 
To  fad  experience  blind  : 

For  woman’s  an  iEolian  harp, 

Whofe  every  note,  or  flat  or  fliarp, 
Depends  upon  the  wind. 


A  Reply  to  the  Two  Epigrammatijis . 

FIDDLES  and  harps  no  more  compare 
(Improper  fymbols!)  to  the  fair, 
However  they  attract ! 

Ye  wits !  for  woman  let  me  fee, 

If  mufic  will  not  yield  to  me, 

Juflly  to  grace 
The  female  race. 

An  image  more  exadt  J 

Woman,  I  fay,  or  dame  or  lafs, 

Is  an  Harmonica  of  glafs^ 


Ccleftial 
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Celeftial  and  complete  : 

If  new,  or  by  fome  trials  known. 

It  matters  not, 

A  fingle  jot ; 

When  rightly  touch’d,  its  every  tone 
Is  ravifliingly  fweet. 

Written  at  Nice ,  Auguft  1743. 

By  the  Right  Hon .  Henry  Fox,  late  Lord  Holland, 

0|  Where  are  all  the  winds?  O!  who  will  feize 
*  And  bear  me  gafping  to  fome  northern  breeze  ? 

Or  weftward  10  yon  Fyrenaeans  go, 

Lay  me  where  lies  the  yet  unmelted  fnow. 

O  1  my  foul’s  panting  wifli  in  mid-day  dreams! 

O  !  native  foil !  O  !  verdure,  woods,  and  ftreams, 
Where  are  ye  ?  And  thou  !  lovely  Redlynch!  where 
Thy  grafly  profpeCts,  and  thy  vernal  air? 

O  !  fend  thy  fpacious  waters  to  my  aid, 

Lend  me  thy  lofty  elm’s  protecting  fhade  ; 

Henceforth  within  thy  limits  let  me  live. 

O!  England!  injur’d  climate !  I  forgive 
Thy  fpleen- inflicting  mifts,  thy  gloomy  days, 

I’ll  think  thy  clouds  but  intercept  fuch  rays 
As  now  rage  here,  before  whofe  hoftile  blaze 
The  waters  ilirink,  withers  herb,  fruit,  and  grain, 

And  the  blood  throbs  in  the  diftemper’d  vein. 

So  fhall  I  pleas’d  behold  thy  low’ring  fkies, 

Contented  fee  thy  thickeft  fogs  ariie, 

For  e’en  to  thy  November’s  arms,  to  fhun 
This  painful  heat,  with  tranfport  would  I  run. 


*  A  TENEMENT  to  be  let . 

OYEZ  !  This  is,  that  all  may  learn, 

Whom  it  may  happen  to  concern, 

To  any  lady,  not  a  wife. 

Upon  a  leale,  to  laft  for  life, 

By  auCtion  will  be  let  this  day, 

And  enter’d  on  fome  time  in  May, 

A  vacant  heart  ;  not  ornamented 
On  plans  by  Chefterfield  invented, 

*  Thefe  verfes,  with  many  fimilar  advertifemtnts  in  prof;,  were  fpoken  at  a 
private  mafqucradc,  in  the  character  of  a  Town-cryw. 

N  3  A  plain, 
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A  plain,  old-faftiion’d  habitation, 

Subftantial  without  decoration, 

Large,  and  with  room  for  friends  to  fpare  j 
Well-fituate,  and  in  good  repair. 

Alfo  the  furniture  ;  as  fighs, 

Hopes,  fears,  oaths,  pray’rs,  and  fome  few— lies  $ 

Odes,  fonnets,  elegies,  and  fongs. 

With  all  that  to  th’  above  belongs. 

AlJo% — what  fome  might  have  been  glad 
Tho5  in  a  fep’rate  lot  to  have  had,— 

A  good  rich  foil  of  hopeful  nature, 

Six  meafur’d  acres  (feet)  of  ftature.\ 

Likewife  another  lot— an  heap 
Of  tatter'd  modefty,  quite  cheap. 

This  with  the  reft  would  have  been  fold  ; 

But  that  by  feveral  we  were  told, 

If  put  up  with  the  heart,  the  price. 

Of  that  it  much  might  prejudice. 

Note  well ;  th’  eftate,  if  manag’d  ably, 

May  be  improv’d  confiderably. 

Love  is  our  money,  to  be  paid 
Whenever  entry  iliall  be  made  j 
And  therefore  have  we  fix’d  the  day 
For  entering,  in  the  month  of  May. 

But  if  the  buyer  of  the  above' 

Can  on  the  fpot  pay  ready  love, 

Hereby  the  owner  makes  profeffion. 

She  inftantly  fliall  have  pofleflion, 

The  higheft  bidder  be  the  buyer. 

You  may  know  further  of  the  cryer. 

•RONDEAU. 

YOURS,  Jenny,  yours  in  every  thought. 

At  length  this  fickle  heart  is  caught: 

This  heart  that  broke  kind  Kitty’s  chain  ; 

Tho*  ftudious  to  prevent  my  pain. 

What  you  deny,  flie  gave  unfought. 

And,  if  to  my  embrace  were  brought 
She,  for  whom  Greece  and  Ilion  fought, 

Ev’n  her  for  you  would  I  difdain, 

Yours,  Jenny,  yours  l 

*  This  is  the  only  legitimate  Rondeau,  in  the  language.  It  was  written  at 
the  requeft  of  a  friend  to  exemplify  the  fyftetn  of  rhymes,  the  divifion  of  ftanzas, 
and  the  laws  of  the  return,  according  to  the  pra&ice  of  Voiture,  and  the  other 
French  writers,  who  have  moftly  excelled  in  this  laborious  kind  of  trifling. 

Then 
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Then  meet  my  pafflon,  as  you  ought ; 

Nor  aim  in  vain  coquetry  taught. 

By  coy  caprice  to  fix  your  reign, 

If  I  whole  months  muft  fue,  to  gain 
What  can  in  every  ftreet  be  bought ; 

Yours,  Jenny,  yours  J 

A  SIMILE. 

YOU  fay,  Sir,  once  a  wit  allow’d 
A  lady  to  be  like  a  cloud  ; 

Then  take  a  Simile  as  foon 
Between  a  Woman  and  the  Moon  ; 

For  let  mankind  fay  what  they  will. 

The  fex  are  heav’nly  bodies  (till. 

Grant  me  (to  mimic  mortal  life) 

The  Sun  and  Moon  are  man  and  wife, 

Whate’er  kind  Sol  affords  to  lend  her. 

Madam  difplays  in  midnight  fplendor  $ 

For  while  to  reft  he  lays  him  down. 

She’s  up  and  ftar’d  at  thro’  the  town  ; 

From  him  her  beauties  clofe  confining. 

And  only  in  his  ablence  fhining.  . 

Or  elfe  llie  looks  like  fullen  tapers ; 

Or  elfe  is  fairly  in  the  vapours  ; 

Or  owns  at  once  a  wife’s  ambition. 

And  fully  glares  in  oppofition.— 

Say,  is  not  this  a  modifh  pair, 

Where  each  for  other  feels  no  care. 

Whole  days  in  feparate  coaches  driving, 

Whole  nights  to  keep  afunder  driving  ; 

Both  in  the  dumps  in  gloomy  weather, 

And  lying  once  a  month  together  ? 

In  one  foie  point  unlike  the  cafe  is, 

On  her  own  head  the  horn  flie  places. 

IMPROMPTU, 

By  Bi/hop  AtTerbury,  on  a  Challenge  to  the  Bijbop  to  eftflate  fomething 
in  praife  of  a  Goo) e-  Quill ;  from  the  Words ,  “  Defpife  not  the  Worth  of 
“  tbofe  Things  that  are  fmall 

The  words  of  the  wife  man  thus  preach'd  to  us  all \ 

“  Defpife  not  the  worth  of  thofe  things  that  are  fmall 

THE  quill  of  the  Goofe  is  a  very  flight  thing. 

Yet  it  feathers  the  arrow  that  flies  from  the  firing  • 
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Makes  the  bird  it  belongs  to  rife  high  in  its  flight, 

And  the  jack  it  has  oil’d  againft  dinner  go  right. 

It  brightens  the  floor  when  turn’d  to  a  broom. 

And  bruflies  down  cobwebs  at  the  top  of  the  room ; 

Its  plumage  by  age  into  figures  is  wrought, 

Its  loft  as  the  hand,  and  as  quick  as  the  thought. 

It  warms  in  a  muff,  and  cools  in  a  fcreen ; 

It  is  good  to  be  felt,  it  is  good  to  be  feen. 

When  wantonly  waving,  it  makes  a  fine  fliow 
On  the  creft  of  the  warrior,  or  hat  of  the  beau. 

The  quill  of  the  goofe  (I  fliall  never  have  done, 

If  thro’  all  its  perfections  and  praifes  I  run) 

Makes  the  harpfichord  vocal,  which  elfe  would  be  mute. 
And  enlivens  the  found,  the  fweet  found  of  the  flute; 
Records  what  is  written  in  verfe  or  in  profe, 

By  Ratnfay ,  by  Cambray ,  by  Boyle ,  or  Defpreaux. 
Therefore  well  did  the  wife  man  thus  preach  to  us  all—* 

“  Defpife  not  the  worth  of  thofe  things  that  are  fmall.” 


IMPROMPTU. 

By  a  Gentleman  of  the  Temple,  on  the  Sight  of  one  of  the  Croydon  Belles 
in  the  Court  at  Kingfton,  during  the  Affixes, 

WHILST  petty  offences  and  felonies  fmart. 

Is  there  no  jurifdiCtion  for  Healing  the  heart  ? 

You,  my  fair  one,  may  cry  “  Laws  and  Court  I  defy  you 
Concluding  no  Peers  can  be  fummon’d  to  try  you. 

But  think  not,  fair  Sherey ,  this  plea  will  enfure  you, 

Since  the  Graces  and  Mufes  will  juft  make  a  jury. 

SONG.,' 

By  Captain  Morris, 

V  f  i " 

THO’  Bacchus  may  boaft  of  his  care-killing  bowl, 

And  Folly  in  thought-drowning  revels  delight  ; 

Such  worftiip,  alas!  hath  no  charms  for  the  foul. 

When  fofter  devotions  the  fenfes  invite. 

To  the  arrows  of  Fate,  or  the  canker  of  Care, 

His  potions  oblivious  a  balm  may  beftow : 

But,  to  Fancy  that  feeds  on  the  charms  of  the  fair. 

The  death  of  Reflection’s  the  birth  of  all  Woe. 
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What  foul  that’s  poffefs’d  of  a  dream  fo  divine, 

With  riot  would  bid  the  fweet  vifion  begone  ? 

For  the  tear  that  bedews  Senfibility’s  fluine, 

Is  a  drop  of  more  worth  than  all  Bacchus’s  tun. 

The  tender  excefs  that  enamours  the  heart, 

To  few  is  imparted,  to  millions  deny’d  ; 

’Tis  the  brain  of  the  victim  that  tempers  the  dart, 

And  Fools  jed  at  that  for  which  fages  have  dy’d  : 

Each  change  and  excefs  hath  through  life  been  my  doom. 

And  well  can  I  fpeak  of  its  joy  and  its  ftrife  ; 

The  bottle  affords  us  a  glympfe  through  the  gloom, 

But  love’s  the  true  funfhine  that  gladdens  our  life. 

Come  then,  rofy  Venus,  and  fpread  o’er  my  fight 
The  magic  illufions  that  raviili  the  foul  ! 

Awake  in  my  bread  the  foft  dream  of  delight. 

And  drop  from  thy  myrtle  one  leaf  in  my  bowl. 

Then  deep  will  I  drink  of  the  neftar  divine, 

Nor  e’er,  jolly  God,  from  thy  banquet  remove, 

But  each  tube  of  my  heart  ever  third  for  the  vine 

That’s  mellow’d  by  Friendfiiip,  and  fweeten’d  by  Love. 
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Mary  Queen  of  Scots  vindicated.  By 
John  Whitaker,  B.  D.  Author  of 
the  Hiftory  of  Manchefter,  and 
Redor  0/Ruan-Langhorne,  Corn¬ 
wall.  In  three  volumes,  8vo* 

TO  vindicate  the  character  of 
injured  innocence,  and  by 
detecting  the  arts  of  fuccefsful  op- 
preffion,  to  redore  it  to  that  fair 
fame,  of  which  it  ought  never  to 
have  been  deprived,  has  been  al¬ 
ways  confidered  as  one  of  the  nobleft 
privileges  of  the  pen  of  hidcry. 
This  privilege  the  author  of  the 
work  before  us  feems  to  have  ex¬ 
erted  in  its  full  extent ;  and  it  is 
only  to  be  lamented,  that  he  has  fo 
often  allowed  the  warmth  of  his 
zeal  to  hurry  his  ftyle  fo  much  be¬ 
yond  the  decent  bounds  of  cool  and 
deliberate  inveftigation.  In  a  work 
of  this  nature,  where,  as  he  himfelf 
allows,  the  force  of  the  whole  mud 
arife  from  an  accumulation  of  parts, 
and  where,  of  courfe,  our  whole 
conviction  depends  upon  every  link 
of  the  chain’s  being  preferved  en¬ 
tire,  it  is  unwife  at  lead  to  didraCt 
our  attention  by  an  intemperate 
warmth  of  expredion,  and  to  be 
condantiy  appealing  to  our  feel¬ 
ings,  when  we  know  he  ought  to  be 
convincing  our  underftandings.  And 
this  is  the  more  to  be  lamented  in 
the  prefent  indance,  becaufe,  added 
to  a  condderable  degree  of  dili¬ 


gence  in  his  refearches,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  our  author  pofTefTes  alfo 
a  great  Ihare  of  found  and  critical 
penetration.  He  has  made  many 
difcoveries  refpeCting  the  famous 
letters,  fonnets,  and  contracts, which 
had  hitherto  efcaped  the  vigilance 
of  thofe  who  have  gone  before  him 
in  this  inquiry  ;  and  he  has  at  the 
fame  time,  with  a  great  deal  of  can¬ 
dour,  given  up  many  of  thofe  points 
which  the  former  advocates  of  the 
queen  of  Scots  have  infided  on,  but 
which  do  not  appear  to  him  to  be 
proved  to  his  entire  fatisfaCtion. 

To  thofe  who  have  not  hitherto 
paid  much  attention  to  this  point  of 
hidory,  it  may  not  be  unintereding 
to  know,  that  it  was  not  till  the 
year  1754  that  there  was  any  thing 
like  a  doubt  exiding  of  the  com¬ 
plete  guilt  of  this  amiable  and  un¬ 
fortunate  queen,  with  refpeCt  to  al- 
mod  every  crime  of  which  her  ene¬ 
mies  had  accufed  her.  All  the  arts, 
as  well  as  all  the  authority  of  go¬ 
vernment,  having  been  exerted, 
both  before  and  after  her  death,  to 
overwhelm  her  unprotected  reputa¬ 
tion,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  the  public  opinion  refpeCting 
her  became  fixed,  and  that  die  was 
foon  abandoned  even  by  the  few 
advocates  fhe  had  to  difgrace  and 
infamy. 

It  is  much  to  the  credit  of  the 
prefent  age,  that  at  the  time  above 

mentioned 
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mentioned  a  revolution  began  to 
take  place  in  the  hiftory  of  the  evi¬ 
dences  by  which  her  reputation  had 
been  deftroyed.  and  her  life  cruelly 
facriijced.  “  Mr.  Goodali,  (as  the 
“  author  informs  us  in  his  preface) 
“  keeper  of  the  advocate’s  library 
“  at  Edinburgh,  ftepped  forward 
“  with  a  courage  that  teemed  to 
“  border  upon  rafhnefs,  to  prove 
41  them  mere  forgeries,  and  to  dif- 
abufe  the  deceived  public.  He 
“  was  a  man  very  conversant  with 
records  t  he  was  therefore  in  the 
41  habit  of  referring  affertions  to 
“  authorities.  He  was  alfo  atftu- 
44  ated  by  a  fpirit  of  party,  as  a 
“  party  had  then  been  formed  in 
44  the  nation  concerning  the  point. 
44  Something  more  vigorous  than 
44  the  abftradted  love  of  truth  is  ge- 
44  neraliy  requifite  to  every  arduous 
44  undertaking.  But  whatever  were 
4<  his  motives,  his  enterprize  was 
44  honourable,  and  h:s  execution 
44  powerful.  He  entered  into  the  ex- 
%t  amination  of  the  papers  with  con- 
44  fiderable  fpirit.  He  went  through 
44  it  with  confiderable  addrefs.  He 
41  even  proved  the  letters  to  be  for- 
44  geries  in  fo  clear  a  manner,  that 
44  one  is  aftoniftied  it  had  never 
“  been  done  before.  This  (hows, 
*4  indeed,  the  little  attention  which 
44  had  been  paid  to  the  fubjeft,  in 
44  care  to  lubftantiate,  or  in  zeal 
44  to  deflroy  the  fundamental  credit 
44  of  the  whole.  And  that  forms  one 
44  of  thofe  grand  difeoveries,  which 
44  muft  necefTarily  be  very  rare  in 
44  the  hiftory  of  any  nation,  and 
44  therefore  reflect  a  peculiar  ho- 
44  nour  upon  the  individual  who 
44  makes  them. —  Yet  fuch  was  the 
“  fadlious  credulity  then  generally 
44  prevailing  in  the  ifland,  that  this 
44  work,  one  of  the  moft  original 
“  and  convincing  which  ever  were 
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44  publiftied,  made  its  way  very 
44  (lowly  among  uQ.  Even  fome  of 
44  our  firft-rate  writers  prefumed  to 
44  fet  themfelves  againft  it.  Or. 

44  Robertfon,  a  difeipie  of  the  old 
44  fchool  of  (lander,  wrote  a  formal 
44  differtation  in  oppofition  to  it. 

44  Even  Mr.  Hume,  who  in  hiftory 
4‘  had  learned  to  think  more  li  be  - 
44  rally  than  the  doftor,  in  fome  in- 
4‘  cidental  notes  to  his  Hiftory  of 
44  England,  ftiii  pro fe (Ted  and  de- 
fended  his  adherence  to  the  an- 
44  cient  error.  And  the  nation  ftood 
44  fufpended  between  the  authority 
“  of  great  names,  and  the  prejudi- 
44  ces  of  the  million,  upon  one  fide  ; 
44  and  a  new  name,  new  arguments 
*4  and  demonftration  on  the  other. 
44  Then  Mr.  Tytler  arofe.  He  ge- 
44  ner&Ily  took  the  (ame  ground 
44  which  Mr.  Goodali  had  taken  be- 
44  fore  him.  He  generally  made  ufe 
44  of  his  weapons.  He  brightened 
4‘  up  fome.  He  ftrengthened  others. 
44  With  both,  and  with  his  own,  he 
44  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  field. 
44  Dr.  Robertfon  quitted  it  dirdQly. 
44  Mr.  Hume  rallied,  after  a  long 
<4  interval  of  eleven  or  twelve  years. 
44  He  rallied  with  a  Teeming  ftro- 
44  citv  of  fpirit,  and  with  areal  im~ 
44  beciliiy  of  exertion.  He,  who 
44  never  replied  to  an  adverfary  be- 
41  fore,  now  replied  to  Mr.  Tytier, 
44  in  a  note  to  a  new  edition  of  his 
“  hiftory.  He  laid  himfelf  out  there 
44  in  reproaches  againft  Mr  Tytler, 
44  and  in  vindications  o(  himfelf. 
“  But  he  touched  upon  the  caufe  of 
44  Mary,  in  a  fingle  point  only  : 
44  and  his  efforts  of  proving  in  all 
44  were  (light  in  their  aim,  and  fee- 
44  ble  in  their  operaiicn.  Mr.  Tyt- 
44  ler,  however,  very  properly  ad- 
44  vanced  upon  him  again  in  a  poft- 
44  feript  to  a  new  edition  of  his  own 
««  work  ;  and  Mr.  Hume  retired 

“  finally 
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•*  finally  with  Dr.  Robertfon.  Mr. 

Tytler  defervedly  gained  great 
“  honour  by  the  conteft.  His  work 
“  is  candid,  argumentative,  acute, 
“  and  ingenious.  Only  his  fuccefs 
“  fee  ms  to  have  injured  his  matter’s 
44  reputation.  The  glory  was  in 
**  no  final!  meafure  Mr.  Goodafl’s 
44  own;  yet  fuch  is  the  capriciouf- 
“  nefs  of  fame  conferred  by  men, 

44  that  the  laurels  are  ftill  fhading 
“  the  brow  of  Mr.  Tytler,  while 
44  the  original  proprietor  is  aimed 
44  forgotten.  It  is  a  juftice  due  to 
44  the  memories  of  illudrious  maf- 
44  ters,  not  to  let  their  names  be 
44  loft  in  the  fucceeding  fplendour 
4*  of  their  fcholars,  when  a  large 
44  fliare  of  that  fplendour  is  derived 
44  from  the  readers  themfelves. 

44  In  this  date  of  the  controverfv 
44  the  nation  continued  for  many 
44  years.  The  new  truths  were  gra- 
44  dually  gaining  ground.  None 
44  oppofed  them:  numbers  embraced 
<4  them  ;  and  at  lad,  in  rhe  natural 
£*  progrefs  of  conviction,  Dr  Stuart 
44  appeared  about  four  years  ago, 

44  with  a  regular  hiftory  of  Mary’s 
44  reign,  modelled  upon  the  authors 
44  ty  of  records,  and  therefore  vindi- 
“  catingthe  charader  of  the  Queen. 

44  Heeven  challenged  Dr  Robertfon, 

44  as  tire  preceding  hidorian  of  her 
44  reign,  to  leave  the  retreat  which 
44  he  had  kept  fo  long,  to  come  for- 
44  ward  from  his  covert  at  lad,  and 
44  either  judify  or  tetrad:  his  flan- 
*4  ders  againd  her.  This  was  fair, 

44  bold,  and  manly,  it  was  in  the 
44  true  fpirit  of  hidorical  gaiiantry, 

**  advancing  to  the  refeue  of  an  op- 
4‘  prefTed  Queen.  But  the  dodor 
44  was  too  prudent  to  accept  the 
44  challenge.  He  had  gained  his 
44  fird  honours  in  hidorical  compo- 
44  fition  from  that  very  hidory  ; 

44  thefe  indeed  had  withered  on  his 
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44  head  ;  but  he  might  lofe  them 
44  entirely,  in  attempting  to  freflicn 
44  them.  The  nation  was  no  longer 
44  in  that  high  date  of  fadion,  in 
44  which  it  ftood  when  he  publifhed 
44  fird.  And  to  reuad  what  he 
44  had  laid,  could  not  be  expeded 
44  from  that  meafure  of  generofity 
44  which  ordinarily  falls  to  the  fhare 
44  of  man. 

44  It  was  the  perufal  of  Dr. 

44  Stuart’s  fpirited  and  judicious 
44  hidory,  in  the  iecond  edition  of 
14  it,  that  put  me  upon  examining 
44  the  evidences  on  which  the 
44  whole  is  founded.  1  had  for- 
44  merly  read  the  controverfy,  j u it 
44  as  thoufandsmult  neceffarily  have 
44  read  it,  with  a  tranfient  attention 
44  to  the  cited  records,  and  with  a 
“  full  convidion  on  the  fide  of 
14  Mary.  But  I  now  refoived  to 
44  go  deeper.  T'he  refult  was,  that 
44  f  quickly  i aw  fome  particulars 
44  concerning  the  letters,  fonnets, 

44  and  comrads,  as  I  thought,  - 
44  which  had  not  yec  been  opened 
44  with  lufficient  clearnefs,  which 
44  had  not  yet  been  prefTed  with 
44  lufficient  vigour,  or  had  been 
44  totally  overlooked  hit  herto.  Thefe 
44  would  lerve,  1  faw,  to  visdicate 
44  more  tutiy  the  charader  of  a 
44  Queen,  to  whom  the  nation  owes 
44  fo  much  in  reparation,  for  two 
44  centuries  of  unremitted  obloquy. 

44  And  thefe  have  been  fo  fuccef- 
44  lively  continued  from  point  to 
44  point  fince,  that  they  have  at 
44  iaft,  I  find,  embraced  the  whole 
44  hidory  and  evidence  of  the 
44  writings,  within  their  ample 
44  circle. 

44  Yet  in  juftice  to  my  own  can- 
44  dour,  I  ought  to  acknowledge, 

44  that,  in  doing  this,  1  have  found 
44  myfeif  compelled  at  times  to  a- 
44  void  the  ground  which  the  pre- 

44  ceding 
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44  ceding  champions  for  Mary  have 
«*  generally  occupied.  From  a 
“  prudential  regard  for  myfelf,  I 
“  have  been  careful  noi  to  take  any 
“  that  was  untenable.  From  a 
“  more  dignified  refptdf  for  fads, 

“  1  have  been  upon  my  guard, 

44  againft  that  generofity  ot  com- 
“  pafiion,  for  a  highly  injured 
“  woman,  which  is  fo  apt  to  (leal 
44  over  the  fpirits,  and  to  impole 
“  upon  the  judgment  of  an  honelt 
“  man.  And  while  I  profefs  my- 
44  felf  a  warm  friend  to  Mary,  I 
“  wifh  to  be  confidered  as  a  much 
44  warmer  one  to  the  truth  of  hif- 
“  tory  in  writing,  and  to  the  ex- 
44  ercife  of  integrity  in  life.” 

Animated  by  thefe  fentiments,  of 
the  truth  of  which  nothing  but  the 
'  vehement  and  unjuftifiable  warmth 
of  h  is  ftyle  could  make  his  readers 
doubt  for  a  moment,  our  author 
enters  immediately  into  his  fubjed, 
and  invefligates,  in  the  firfi  volume, 
ail  thofe  very  important  faiCts ,  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  letters,  contrads,  and 
fonnets,  44  which  (as  he  fays  him* 
44  felf)  carry  their  own  power  of 
44  convidion  with  them,  fpeak  with 
44  energy  to  every  mind,  and  go 
44  with  an  irrefiftible  decifivenefs 
“  to  the  very  heart  and  centre  of 
“  the  caufe.” 

It  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  our 
readers  a  better  idea  of  what  thefe 
fads  are,  and  of  the  confequences 
he  has  drawn  from  them,  than  by 
reporting,  in  the  author’s  own 
words,  a  kind  of  luminary  abftrad. 
of  the  evidence,  which  he  has  given 
us  by  way  of  conclufion  to  this  firft 
volume.  We  fhall  be  forry  to  be 
convinced  (but  convinced  we  can¬ 
not  fail  to  be)  that  fo  many  cha- 
raders,  to  which  we  have  been  ufed 
to  look  up  with  refped  and  ad¬ 
miration,  upon  a  nearer  infpedioa 
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fink  very  low  indeed  in  our  efteem  ; 
and  that  many  of  thofe,  whom  we 
have  been  long  accuftomed  to  c on- 
fid  er  as  able  and  upright  ftatefmen, 
were,  upon  many  occafions,  much 
lefs  than  honeft  men  Such,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  hard  condition  upon 
which  we  mu  ft  receive  the  tiuths 
now  offered  to  us  ;  and  we  n.uft  be 
content  to  accept  them  (as  we  often 
do  many  other  good  things,  with 
certain  caufes  of  regret)  accompa¬ 
nied  with  all  the  unpleafing  reflec¬ 
tions  they  cannot  fail  to  excite  in 
the  mind  of  every  reader. 

“  I  began  (lays  our  author) 
44  with  the  condud  of  Elizabeth 
“  and  Murray,  as  ading  in  con- 
44  federacy  together.  This  was  fo 
“  well  known  in  fome  of  its  parts, 
44  and  ftood  forth  to  the  eye  fo 
44  prominent  in  all,  that  it  arrefted 
44  my  attention  firft,  and  was  there- 
“  fore  the  beft  calculated  to  faften 
4‘  firft  on  my  reader’s.  In  the  de- 
44  tail  of  this  condud,  regularly  as 
44  1  hive  authenticated  it,  not 
44  merely  by  reference  to  the  prov- 
44  ing  paffages,  but  by  an  adual 
41  produdion  of  the  paftages  them- 
“  lelves ;  we  have  leen  Murray  and 
44  Elizabeth  behaving  in  a  molt 
“  diihonourable  manner.  Eliza- 
“  beth  particularly  appears  in  a 
44  light,  that  muft  fhock  her  nu- 
44  merous  admirers  greatly.  Yet, 
“  fiat  jujlitia,  ruat  caelum.  The 
“  low  adulations  of  her  own  age, 
“  and  the  confentin’g  flatteries  of 
44  lucceeding  times,  have  united  to 
“  throw  a  blaze  of  giory  around 
44  the  head  of  this  political  faint, 
44  to  which  flae  has  as  little  claim 
44  as  many  of  the  religious  faints  in 
44  the  calendar  of  Rome  to  theirs. 
44  I  admire  her  abilities,  but  I  de~ 
44  fpife  her  principles.  1  admire 
“  her  fagacity  of  underftanding. 
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44  her  comprehenfiveoefs  of  policy, 

**  and  her  vigour  of  refohition. 

**  But  i  deteft  her  habits  of  fwear- 
94  ing,  her  habits  of  hypocrify,  her 
**  rancorous  jealoufy,  and  her  mur- 
**  derous  malignity.  Elizabeth  in- 
“  deed  appears  in  her  word  light, 
st  while  fhe  is  feen  in  her  tranfac- 
**  lions  with  Mary.  On  this  word; 

**  part  of  her  hiftory  have  I  been 
®*  obliged  to  dwell.  Nor  fhould  I 
94  have  done  juftice  to  an  injured 
44  Queen,  ii  i  had  not  dated  this 
**  part  of  the  hi  dory,  in  its  full 
44  glare  of  enormity,  before  the 
**■  eye.  'The  generality  of  man- 
44  kind  are  undignified  enough  in 
44  their  own  fpirit  to  pay  their  re* 

“  fpe£t  to  underftanding  at  the  ex- 
94  pence  of  morality  ;  to  ennoble 
99  perfons  who  are  only  great  from 
<s  their  powers,  their  fituations,  and 
49  their  fuccefs  ;  and  to  fink  from 

view  the  profligacy  with  which 

44  thefe  powers  were  exerted,  thefe 

45  fituations  were  improved,  and 
99  this  fuccefs  was  infured.  But  let 
99  not  fuch  as  alpire  to  lead  the 
44  opinions  of  the  public,  be  con- 
44  tentsto  pradtife  the  vice  of  the 
44  vulgar.  The  interefts  of  virtue 
*•  fhould  be  the  objedt  of  every 
94  writer;  and  one  Angle  grain  of 
“  virtue,  it  fhould  be  for  ever  con- 
44  fidered,  is  worth  more  in  the 
44  eftimate  of  reafon  and  of  God, 

*{  than  all  the  mafs  of  intellect, 

44  that  is  diffuled  through  the  uni- 
44  verfe. 

44  But  having,  with  the  juft  fe- 
“  verity  of  truth,  J  truft,  laid  open 
“  the  behaviour  of  Elizabeth  and 
44  Murray  during  the  conferences 
M  in  England  ;  1  then  proceeded  to 
44  fhow  the  grounds  and  caufes  of 
44  ail  this,  in  the  wretched  ftate  of 
44  the  forgeries  themfelves.  I  have 
44  Blown  the  letters  peculiarly,  that 
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“  main  fubftance  of  all  the  forg^- 
“  rie%  to  have  been  changed  and 
44  altered  in  a  moft  wonderful  man* 
4<  ner.  Throgmorton,  who  had  re- 
44  ceived  an  account  of  the  firft 
“  letters  from  the  very  formers  of 
“  them,  could  not  poflibly  have  re* 
st  cognized  them  again  in  the  laft. 
“  Like  the  fhip  of  Athens,  or  the 
44  dockings  of  Sir  John  Cutler, 
44  they  had  fcarcely  one  particle  of 
49  their  original  materials  left  be- 
94  hind.  Yet,  like  thofe  (lockings 
94  and  that  fhip,  they  pretended  to 
44  be  ftill  the  fame  :  and  what  was 
44  infinitely  more,  they  pretended 
44  to  be  the  undarned,  the  unre- 
44  paired  fame  from  the  very  be- 
49  ginning. 

44  The  letters  of  Throgmorton's 
44  days  I  have  fhown  to  be  merely 
94  ideal  at  the  time,  though  they 
99  were  realized  afterwards.  But 
94  a  new  fet  was  foon  formed  upon 
44  a  new  principle.  Even  this  was 
44  fuperfeded  afterwards.  A  new 
ec  principle  again  took  pofteffion  of 
44  the  mind  ;  and  a  new  fet  again 
44  appeared  upon  the  ftage.  The 
44  murcEr  was  the  objefft  of  the 
“  firft ;  the  adultery  had  no  fliare 
49  in  it.  The  adultery  and  the 
**  murder  became  joint  objects  of 
4‘  the  fecortd .  The  murder  was  ftill 
4‘  principal,  but  the  adultery  fhowed 
44  itfelf  of  nearly  equal  magnitude 
4t  with  it.  And  at  lull,  in  the  third, 
94  the  adultery  became  principal, 
44  and  the  murder  was  only  hinted 
44  at, 

44  Both  the  fecond  and  the  third 
44  I  have  alfo  Ihown  to  have  under- 
44  gone  many  alterations  of  another 
44  nature.  They  appeared  fub- 
94  fcribed  by  Mary  on  the  4th  of 
44  December  1567.  They  appeared 
44  not  fubfcribed  on  the  15th — 29th 
44  of  the  fame  month.  They  were 

44  fuperfcribed 
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l<  fuperfcribed  to  Bothwell  origi- 
nally ;  yet  they  appeared  not 
««  fuperfcribed  afterwards.  They 
“  were  all  dated  both  in  time  and 
“  place,  before  and  during  their 
“  appearance  at  York,  but  not 
“  after  it.  They  were  alfo  ten  in 
“  number  with  the  parliament  of 
“  Scotland;  fix  at  York;  five  at 
**  Weftminlter  on  the  8th  of  De* 

“  cember,  eight  afterwards,  ten  on 
“  the  7th  December,  and  actually 
u  eighteen  in  the  months  of  Decern- 
•*  ber  and  January  1589,  and  on 
**  the  22d  January  *571- 

**  Nor  is  this  all.  1  he  evidence 
«*  againft;  Mary  was  merely  the 
«  letters  at  fi r ft.  For  nearly  fif- 
teen  months  from  the  a  (Ter  ted 
<‘,feizure  of  Mary’s  cafket,  it  had 
«  difclofed  nothing  but  letters 
•  <  againft  her.  But,  being  pro- 
**  perly  put  to  the  torture,  it  gave 
*«  up  twelve  fonnets,  and  two  con- 
trafts  of  marriage,  to  impeach 
«<  her  reputation.  And  then  theie 
««  pretended  to  have  been  equally 
«  found  with  the  letters,  at  firft. 

“  But  what  is  mod  aftonifti- 
••  ing,  amidft  all  thefe  fucceftive 
“  fcenes  of  aftonifnment,  is  the 
**  change  of  the  language  in  the 
“  letters.  They  appeared  as  Scotch, 
*(  before  the  council  and  the  par- 
**  liament  of  Scotland,  in  Decem- 
••  ber  1567.  Yet  Murray  averted 
«  them  to  be  in  French,  by  a.  mef- 
«  fage  to  Elizabeth  in  June  fol- 
««  lowing.  But  they  dill  appeared 
(*  in  Scotch  to  the  commifiioners 
**  at  York,  in  the  enfuing  month 
“  of  Oftober.  And  after  all,  they 
“  re  appeared  in  French,  to  the 
“  very  fame  commiftioners,  only  a 
“  few  weeks  afterward  at  Wdt- 
««  minfter.  What  is  even  more 
*•  furprifing,  they  appeared  fome 
*'  of  them  in  French  and  fome  in 
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“  Scotch;  they  publifhed  eight  in 
“  French,  they  publilhed  eight 
“  alfo  in  Scotch,  and  both  pre- 
“  tending  equally  to  be  Mary's 
“  writing. 

**  All  thefe  variations  fufficiently 
“  vindicated  the  conduft  of  Eiiza- 
*«  beth  and  of  Murray,  for  the  po- 
“  licy,  tho’  not  for  the  probity  of 
*«  it;  in  the  tricks  and  ftratagems, 

*«  in  the  frauds  and  evafjons,  which 
**  we  have  feen  this  couple  of  po- 
“  litical  jugglers  exhibiting  before. 

“  They  both  knew  of  the  forgery. 
**  They  both  knew  of  thofe  (hiking 
««  fignatures  of  it.  They  both  knew 
il  particularly  of  the  changes  and 
“  re-changes  in  the  language  of 
“  the  letters.  And  their  know- 
i(  ledge  will  combine  with  their 
“  conduct,  I  fear,  to  fpeak  in  a 
“  bolder  language  againft  them 
“  both,  than  any  which  I  have 
“  ufed. 

“  But  whatever  is  the  fate  of 
**  thefe,  the  innocence  of  Mary 
“  muft  now  be  admitted  by  all,  f 

think.  The  witneffes  againft  her 
**  have  been  tried  in  the  examina- 
“  tion  of  the  letters,  lonnets,  and 
“  contracts,  One  (Ingle  variation 
“  in  their  teftiinony,  muft  have  been 
“  fatal  to  the  whole;  but  1  have 
“  found  many. 

“  Each  of  thefe,  in  my  opinion, 
“  forms  a  ftrong  and  lively  ray  of 
“  light  to  difclofe  the  forgery  to 
“  every  eye.  1  lie  laft  of  them,  1 
“  think,  forms  a  ray  exceedingly 
“  lively  and  ftrong.  And  all  toge- 
“  ther  they  unite  into  fuch  a  power- 
“  ful  blaze,  I  apprehend,  as  lays 
“  open  the  whole  torgery  from  end 
“  to  end  ;  as  enables  the  moll 
“  weak-eyed  to  fee,  and  compels 
“  the  mod  incredulous  to  be- 
“  lieve.” 

Having  in  the  firft  volume  thus 

gone 
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gone  through  the  external  evidence, 
the  author  proceeds  in  the  fecond  to 
the  examination  of  the  internal 
evidence  in  proof  of  the  forgery  of 
the  letters ,  contracts,  and fonnets, and 
gives  us  an  exadt  copy  of  each,  in 
the  refpedtive  languages  in  which 
they  were  originally  publifhed.  The 
letters  alone,  in  Scotch,  Latin,  and 
French,  with  the  different  notes 
and  criticifms  upon  them,  take  up 
the  whole  of  the  fecond  volume. 
To  attempt  to  follow  our  author 
through  this  minute  and  critical  in¬ 
vestigation,  would  lead  us  far  be¬ 
yond  the  bounds  prefcribed  to  us 
on  tbele  occafions,  and  we  muft 
therefore  content  ourfelves  with  re¬ 
marking  in  general,  that  thefe  ob- 
fervations  coinciding  fo  well  as  they 
evidently  do  with  fo  many  of  the 
circumftantial  proofs  adduced  in 
the  firft  volume,  tend  exceedingly 
to  explain  and  develope  the  forgery, 
and  to  give  an  additional  liability  to 
what  indeed  feems  able,  if  it  were 
neceffary,  to  fupport  itfelf,  with¬ 
out  this  new  acceffion  of  ftrength. 
44  It  has  been,”  fays  our  author, 
**  a  tirefome  employ  to  read,  tranf- 
44  cribe,  and  comment  upon  fuch  a 
44  mafs  of  impertinence  and  dul- 
44  nefs and  it  requires  alfo, 
we  mull  confefs,  not  a  fmall  fliare 
of  patience,  and  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  zeal  in  the  caufe,  to  follow 
our  author  with  any  kind  of  exadt- 
nefs  through  the  whole  of  44  this 
44  tirefome  employment.”  This 
however,  we  believe,  will  in  great 
mealure  be  made  up  to  the  atten¬ 
tive  reader,  by  the  many  new  lights 
it  throws  on  fome  of  the  mofl  im¬ 
portant  circumtlances  of  thefe  times; 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  en¬ 
quiry  has  been  profecuted,  certainly 
reflects  very  great  honour  on  Mr. 


Whitaker’s  induflry  and  penetra- 
tion. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  third 
volume,  the  fonnets  are  brought  be¬ 
fore  us  ;  and  as  the  letters  were  the 
production  of  Lethington,  fo  it  ap¬ 
pears  almofl  equally  certain  that 
the  fonnets  owe  their  exiftence  to 
the  famous  Buchanan.  That  they 
were  originally  written  in  French, 
there  feems  to  be  no  doubt  ;  and 
fince  they  are  evidently  proved  not 
to  have  been  Mary’s,  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  there  was  any  one 
man  among  the  ufurpers  qualified 
for  poetical  compofition,  and  capa¬ 
ble  of  undertaking  it  in  the  French 
language,  the  honour  and  the  dif- 
grace  attending  thefe  fonnets,  mud 
equally  belong  to  him  alone.  It 
may  not  be  uninrerefting  to  fome 
of  our  readers  to  form  their  own 
judgment  of  thefe  compofitions,  by 
an  examination  of  a  few  of  the 
firfl  ftanzas  of  the  firfl  fonnet,  which 
we  fhall  lay  before  them  in  French 
and  in  Englifh,  and  which  we  have 
taken  as  they  occurred  to  us,  with¬ 
out  any  particular  reafon  for  the 
feleClion. 

I. 

44  O  Dieux,  ayez  de  moy  compafflon, 

44  Et  m’enfeignez  quelle  preuve  certaine 
“  Jc  pais  donner,  qui  ne  luy  lemble  vaine, 
“  Oe  raon  amour  et  ferme  affection. 

44  Las!  n’ell-il  pas  ja  en  pofTeffion 
“  Du  corps,  du  cceur,  qui  ne  refufe  peine, 
“  Ny  dcfhooneur  en  la  vie  mcertaine, 

44  Offence  dc  parens,  ni  p:re  affliction  ? 

“  Pour  luy  tous  mes  amis  j’cftime  moins 
“  que  rien, 

44  Et  dc  mes  enncmis  je  vcux  efperer  bien. 

44  J’ay  hazarde  pour  luy  et  nom  et  con- 
44  lcience  ; 

44  Je  veux  pour  luy  su  monde  renonce'r, 

44  Je  veux  mourir  pour  !e  taire  avancer; 

“  Que  refte  plus  pour  prouver  ma  con- 
44  fiance  } 


II.  44  Eatre 
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V 


IL 

<l  Entre  fes  mains,  ct  en  fon  plein  pouvoir, 
*4  Jt*  mets  mon  fils,  mon  honneur,  et  ma  vie, 
“  Mon  p * i p,  me  iubjets;  mon  ame  affub- 
44  jrttie 

44  Est  toute  a  luy,  et  n’ay  autre  vouloir 

“  Pour  mon  objct,  que  fans  le  decevoir 
44  Suivre  je  veux,  malgie  toute  l’envie 
44  Qu’iflir  en  peut.  Car  je  n’ay  autre  cnvie, 
44  Que  de  ma  foy  luy  faire  appercevoir. 

44  Que  pour  tempefte,  ou  bonaffc,  qu’il 
44  face, 

44  Jamais  ne  vent  changer  demeureou  place. 

“  Bref,  ]e  feray  de  ma  foy  telle  preuve, 
44  Ouhlcognoiftra,  fans  fautc,ma  conftance; 
44  Non  par  mrs  plcurs,  ou  feinte  obeiifance, 
44  Comme  autres  font,  mais  par  diverfe 
<4  elpreuve,  See.  Sec.  See. 


I. 

“  O^Goddis,  have  of  me  compaffion, 

“  And  fchaw  quhat  certaine  prufe 
4‘  1  may  give,  quhilk  fall  not  feme  to  him 
44  vane, 

44  Of  my  lufe  and  fervent  atfe&ion. 

“  Heiasl  is  he  not  alreddy  in  pofTefTioun 
44  Of  my  body,  or  hart,  that  refufis  nt  pane, 
“  Nor  dilEonour  in  the  lyfe  uncertsne, 

44  Offence  of  freindis,  nor  worfc  afflitfioun? 

44  For  him  I  efteme  ail  my  freindis  lels 
44  than  nathing. 

And  I  will  have  gude  hope  of  myne  ene- 
“  mies. 

“  I  have  nut  in  hafard  for  him  balth  fame 
“  and  conlcience  : 

44  I  will  fo.r  his  faik  renounce  the  warid, 

44  [  will  die  to  fet  him  fordwart  : 

44  Qwhapremanis  to  gif  prufe  of  my  con- 
44  (tancie  ?” 

II. 

“  In  hi.s  handis,  and  in  his  full  power, 

4<  I  put  my  lone,  my  honour,  and  my  lyfe, 
44  My  countrie,  my  lubjettis,  my  fault,  all 
44  fubdewit 

44  To  him,  and  hes  nane  uther  will 

44  For  tny  f  ope,  quhiik  without  difiait 
44  1  will  follow,  in  fpite  or'  all  invy 
“  That  may  enfew  ;  for  I  have  na  uther 
44  defy  re 

44  Bot  to  mak  him  perfaif  my  faithfulnes. 

44  For  fforme  of  [or]  fair  wedder  that  may 
44  cum, 

44  Never  will  it  change  dwelling  or  place. 

Vol.  XXIX. 
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44  Schortly,  I  fall  give  of  my  treuth  fic 

44  pi  ufr, 

44  That  he  fall  krfuw  my  conllancie  without 
44  fitfcioun, 

44  Not  be  my  weiping,  fenzeit  obedience, 

44  As  uther  have  done,  bot  be  uther  expe- 
44  rience,  See.  Sec.  Sec.” 

The  contracts  are  next  examined 
with  the  fame  care,  and  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  letters  and  fpnnets 
have  been  deferibed  to  be ;  and 
the  author's  obfervation  refulting 
from  the  whole  is,  44  that  as  we 
“  have  feen  the  letters  contradiCt- 
“  ing  each  other,  and  the  fonnets 
44  contradicting  the  letters,  we  now 
44  fee  the  letters  contradicted  alfo 
44  by  the  contracts.  The  three 
*4  grand  elements  of  the  forgery 
44  are  thus  in  a  perpetual  (late  of 
44  hoftility  between  themfelves,  each 
4t  laying  open  the  falfehood  of  the 
44  other,  and  all  uniting  to  prove 
44  the  forgery  of  all.” 

The  difcuffion  of  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  point  ;  viz  the  murder  of  lord 
I)arnley,clofes  this  interetting  work. 
Of  this  lingular  incident  (as  we  are 
told)  the  public  44  has  never  had 
44  any  thing  but  a  confufed  and  in- 
44  diftinCt  idea.”  And  our  author 
undertakes  to  give  it  a  clear  one, 
44  becaufe  the  undertaking  will  ter- 
44  minate,”  he  fays,  44  in  a  flill 
44  fuller,  a  {till  Wronger,  and  a  (till 
44  more  pointed  vindication  of 
44  Queen  Mary.” 

Buchanan’s  confeffions  concern¬ 
ing  the  murder,  publifhed  at  the 
end  of  his  Detection,  &c.  come  firft 
under  confideration,  and  feem  in¬ 
deed  clearly  to  be  all  fpurious.  A- 
mong  many  other  things,  a  palpable 
contradiction  in  the  evidence  of  one 
William  Powrie  is  too  ffcriking  to  be 
paiTed  over.  On  the  23d  of  June 
this  man  fv/ears  that  he  and  Patrick 
Wilfon  rook  44  ane  carriage  of  twa 

Q  “  maillot 
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®‘  maills  and  ane  tronk,  and  ye 
44  uthir  an  iedderin  mail,  quilks 
44  wer  lyand  in  the  faid  nethir  hall,” 
(the  lower  room  of  Bothwell’s  lodg¬ 
ings  at  Holyrood  houfe)  44  quilks 
44  the  deponar  and  the  faid  Pat  put 
44  on  and  chargit  upon  twa  hofes 
(t  of  my  lordis)  the  ane  being  his  /own 
“  (own)  borfe ” — and '  yet  on  the 
3d  of  July  re-fwears — “  yat  the 
“  carage  of  the  tronk  and  mail, 
11  contenit  in  his  former  depoft* 
tioun*  were  carried  by  him  and 
44  Pat  Wilfone,”  not  upon  two 
horfes  of  my  lord’s,  and  one  of  them 
his  own,  but  “  upon  one  gray  horfs 
44  yat  pertained  to  Herman ,  page  to 
S(  my  lord ,  at  twa  fundry  times” — 
4<  But  Powrie  confirmed  his  ac- 
44  count  of  the  23d  June  by  this 
44  remembered  incident,  that  on 
“  their  return  back  out  of  the  yard 
44  at  Black  Friars  to  the  gate,  the 
11  twa  horfes  (which  they  had  left 
44  there,  while  they  carried  in  the 
44  powder)  war  away ,  and  they 
44  were  obliged  to  go  back  to  Holy- 
44  rood  houfe  without  them.  And 
“  he  corroborated  his  account  of 
44  July  3d  by  another  incident  of  a 
44  contrary  nature,  and  yet  equally 
44  remembered  ■  which  was,  44 yat  at 
“  the  last  horfe  cartage  he  hare  up 
14  ane  toome  (empty)  pulder  barrel 
“  to  the  fame  place  yai  carriet  the 
44  pulder ,  and  yat  he  wifi  not  how 
44  nor  he  quhome ,  the  jame  came  in 
44  the  erU  Bothwel  s  fudging  in  the 
44  Ah  by.”  Such  grofs  contradic- 

44  tions  are  there  in  this  one  man’s 
44  depofitions.  But  there  are  hill 
44  more.  In  the  former,  when  he 
44  came  to  the  gate  of  the  Black 
44  Friars,  he  and  Wilfon  were  met 
44  4  4  by  the  erle  Bothwell,  accompa- 
44  nit  with  Robert  Ormeftoun  and 
44  Paris,  called  French  Paris,  and 


44  utheris  twa  quhiiks  had  cloafees 
44  about  yair  faces,”-— In  the  latter* 
44  quhan  the  deponar  and  Pat  Wii- 
44  fon  come  to  the  Frier  zet  (gate) 
44  with  the  laft  convoy,  and  laid 
44  the  fame  down,  Robert  Ormef- 
44  toun  came  forth  and  faid,  &c.~ 
44  And  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
44  deponar  and  Pat  Wilfon  laid 
44  down  the  laft  cariage  at  the  faid 
44  Frier  gait,  the  E.  Bothwell, 
44  came  unto  yame  utwith  (without) 
44  the  Frier  zet,  accumpanyit  with 
44  three  more  quhiiks  had  yare 
44  cloaks  and  mulis  upon  yair  feet,, 
44  And  to  notice  only  one  more 
44  contradiction,  the  firft  part  of 
44  the  frjl  depofidon  afferted  him 
44  and  Wilfon  to  have  taken  twa 
44  mails  and  ane  tronk  in  one  load, 
44  and  44  an  leidderin  mail  ”  in 
44  another  ;  but  in  the  fucceeding 
44  parts  the  twa  mails  are  for- 
44  gotten,  the  Jaids  twa  charges  be- 
44  ing  fihrunk  into  the  faid  mail l 
44  and  tronk  ;  and  yet  though  the 
44  fecond  depofidon  continues  at 
44  firft  to  fpeak  of  the  tronk  and 
44  mail  it  foon  changes  its  tone, 
44  and  makes  up  for  what  it  has 
44  taken  away,  by  adding  ane  toome 
44  pulder  barrel  to  the  whole.  With 
44  fuch  a  negligent  induftry  have 
44  thefe  confeffions  been  put  to- 
44  gether,  that  one  man,  (peaking 
44  at  the  diftance  of  only  ten  days  ; 
44  fpeaking  of  a  general  and  a  very 
44  memorable  fa£t,  which  happened 
44  only  four  or  five  months  before  ; 
44  and  fpeaking  of  circumftances, 
44  which  he  mull  have  remembered 
44  as  well  as  he  remembered  his  own 
44  prefence  at  the  whole,  violently 
44  and  repeatedly  gives  himfelf  the 
44  lye.” 

We  could  not  avoid  mentioning 
at  full  length  thofe  particulars,  be¬ 
cause, 
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caufe,  with  feme  others  nearly  as 
tlrong,  they  entirely  overthrow  the 
falfe  accounts  hitherto  given  us  of 
the  murder.  The  next  thing  done 
is  to  proceed  to  the  true  account, 
and  from  the  circumftances  of  this 
affair,  as  dated  to  us  by  the  billiop 
ot  Rofs,  and  from  the  agreement 
between  his  teftimony  and  that  of 
Camden,  a  cotemporary  author, 
employed  under  the  patronage  and 
intruded  with  the  papers  of  Cecil 
himlelf,  we  can  have  very  little 
room  to  doubt  of  the  murder’s  hav¬ 
ing  been  originally  planned  by 
Murray  and  Morton,  whole  fecret 
views  in  this  matter  are  thus  dif- 
cioled  to  us  by  Camden; — “  Thele 
“  two  above  all  things  thought  it 
“  bed  utterly  to  alienate  the  queen’s 
“  mind  from  the  king,  their  love 
“  being  not  yet  well  ienewed  ;  and 
“  to  draw  Rothwell  into  their  fo- 
“  ciety,  who  was  lately  reconciled 
**  to  Murray,  and  was  in  great 
favour  wdth  the  Queen,  putting 
**  him  in  hope  oj  divorce  from  his 
“  wife  and  marriage  with  the  ^fueen 
“  as  foon  as  jhe  was  a  widow .  To 
“  the  performance  hereof,  and  to 
“  defend  him  againd  all  men,  they 
“  bound  themfelves  under  their 
“  bands  and  feals  ;  fuppofing  that 
“  if  the  matter  fucceeded,  they 
“  could  with  one  and  the  fame 
“  labour,  make  away  the  kingy 
**  weaken  the  ‘Queen’s  reputation  a- 
“  mong  the  nobility  and  commons , 
4<  tread  down  Bothwell ,  and  draw 
4‘  unto  themfelves  the  whole  manag- 
“  ing  of  the  Jtate  .” 

And  mod  completely  indeed  did 
they  fucceed  in  their  attempts, 
though  the  leader  will  undoubtedly 
be  amazed,  on  the  review  of  this 
evidence,  to  find  that  fuch  teftimo- 
nies  have  not  long  fince  fettled  the 
reputation  of  Mary  upon  a  folid 
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bafis,  and  rendered  any  farther  at¬ 
tempts  to  vindicate  her  unnecelfary. 
— “But  theBifhop’s  defence,”  fays 
our  author,  “  was  carefully  fup- 
“  preffed  by  the  tyranny  of  the 
“  malculine  queen.  The  writing 
“  fubferibed  by  the  peers  of  Scot- 
“  landt  was  locked  up  in  the  regil- 
(t  ter  of  Mary,  and  among  the 
“  papers  in  the  Cotton  library. 

“  And  as  Camden’s  hiftory  of 
“  Elizabeth  came  not  out  till  near 
“  half  a  century  had  paffed  over  the 
“  tranfadions,  and  till  the  Banders 
“  again  ft  Mary  had  made  a  deep 
“  imprefllon  upon  the  yielding  faith 
“  of  the  nation,  fo  it  lay  long  fe- 
“  queftered  from  the  generality  of 
“  readers,  by  being  confined  to  its 
“  original  Latin.” 

In  this  manner  it  is  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  in  fome  degree,  why 
the  memory  of  this  unfortunate 
queen  has  been  fo  long  lligma tiled 
with  the  enoimous  crimes  of  which 
flie  has  hitherto  been  fuppofed 
guilty,  and  from  which  her  prefent 
zealous  advocate  feems  indeed  mod 
fully  to  have  exculpated  her.  The 
fonnets ,  contracts,  and  letters  he  has 
proved  in  a  very  fatisfadory  manner 
to  have  been  the  works  of  her  ene¬ 
mies  ;  and  from  the  writings  of  her 
enemies  themfelves  he  has  deteded 
their  views  in  the  forgery.  The 
murder  of  Darnley,  of  which  flie 
has  been  fo  long  fuppofed  an  ac¬ 
complice,  is  here  plainly  difeovered 
to  have  been  both  planned  and  exe¬ 
cuted  by  her  moll  inveterate  fots, 
fome  of  whom  afterwards,  in  the 
mod  awful  moments  of  their  lives, 
acquitted  her  in  the  mod  folemn 
manner  of  having  had  any  fhare  in 
it.  And,  to  conclude  this  account 
in  the  authoi’s  own  words — “  Thefe 
“  conteilions,  made  (molt  of  them) 
“  fo  openly  to  the  attending  multi- 
O  z  **  tudes. 
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tudes,  reported  (all  of  them)  To 
openly  to  us  at  and  near  the 
moment,  authenticated  by  fuch 
formal  and  dignified  alterations, 
and  afcending  upwards  through 
fuch  a  fcale  of  witnefles,  to  fuch 
a  couple  of  leaders,  carry  a 
wonderful  weight  with  them, 
They  were  made  by  men  who 
were  all  but  one,  aCtors  in  the 
deed  of  murder.  They  were 
made  by  men,  who  were  attached 
to  Bothwell  particularly.  They 
were  made  by  men,  who  were  aii 
but  one,  alfociates  in  the  villainy 
with  Murray,  Morton,  and  Both¬ 
well.  They  were  made  even  by 
Bothwell  himfelf.  And  they 
were  even  made  by  Morton  him- 
felf.  They  were  made  by  all, 
when  they  were  awfully  (landing 
on  the  very  fliore  and  beach  of 
time,  when  they  were  awfully 
throwing  their  eyes  acrofs  the 
narrow  ocean  of  death  before 
them,  and  when  they  were  peni- 
tentially  preparing  for  their  re¬ 
ceptions  in  the  regions  of  eternity 
beyond.  They  thus  form  an 
energy  of  evidence,  even  fupe- 
riour,  I  think,  if  pofiible  to  all 
the  confirmative  teftimonies  of 
hiftory  before.  They  certainly 
fpeak  to  the  underitanding,  in 
conjunction  with  thefe,  in  a 
voice  of  power,  and  with  a  tone 
of  thunder.  And  the  innocence 
of  Mary,  and  the  guilt  of 
Murray,  Morton,  and  Bothwell, 
now  (land  upon  a  bafts  as  firm  as 
the  pillars  of  the  earth,  and  now 
appear  to  the  eye  as  confpicuous 
as  the  arch  of  heaven,” 


Travels  through  Egypt  and  Syria,  in 
the  years  1783,  1784,  and  X  7S 5  ; 
by  M.  C.  F.  Volney. 

EVERY  circumftance,  however 
minute,  concerning  Egypt  and 
Syria,  is  unqueftionably,  from  the 
memory  of  their  ancient  fpleudour 
and  independence,  an  objeCt  of  ra¬ 
tional  curiofity.  We  need  not  there¬ 
fore  hefitate  to  recommend  a  work 
which,  like  the  prelent,  abounds 
with  fuch  a  variety  of  new  and  in- 
terefting  matter  relating  to  thole 
countries,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner 
to  the  attention  of  the  reader.  Be- 
fides  many  ingenious  and  philofo- 
phicai  observations  on  the  climate 
and  natural  productions,  and  an  in- 
terefting  account  of  the  cultoms, 
manners,  laws,  genius,  and  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  people  ;  it  contains  a 
fund  of  valuable  information  about 
the  ftate  of  their  revenues,  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  military  eftablifhment, 
and  the  general  fyftem  of  Turkifli 
policy  in  the  government  of  the 
provinces  dependant  on  the  Otto¬ 
man  empire.  It  appears  to  be  the 
principal  objeCt  of  the  author  to  lay 
befbre  his  readers  an  accurate 
and  faithful  account  of  the  prefen t 
natural  and  political  ftate  ot  thele 
countries.  With  that  view  he  has 
confined  his  refearches  chiefly  to 
thofe  points  ;  and  refers  his  readers 
on  the  fubjeCt  of  antiquity,  which 
he  confiders  in  a  great  meafure  as 
exhaulted,  to  Norden,  Pocock,  Nie¬ 
buhr,  Savary,  and  other  travellers. 
There  is  indeed  a  full  and  minute 
account  of  the  ruins  of  Palmyra  and 
the  temple  of  the  fun  at  Balbec, 
in  that  part  of  the  work  relating  to 
Syria.  But  he  has  allotted  no  more 
than  one  fhort  chapter  to  the  co¬ 
pious  fubjeCt  of  the  pyramids,  and 
to  the  general  defeription  of  all  the 

other 


ACCOUNT 

other  remains  of  antiquity  which 
abound  in  every  part  of  Egypt. —  fn 
the  plan  and  execution  of  the  work, 
Monf.  Volney  has  differed  from  the 
generality  of  writers  of  travels. 
He  has  rejected  the  ufual  form  of 
an  itinerary  as  too  prolix,  and  has 
clafled  all  his  obfervations  under  fe- 
parate  chapters,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  fubjedt.  He  has  like- 
wife  ftudioufly  avoided  the  imper¬ 
tinence  of  perfonal  anecdotes,  and 
protefles  to  have  repreffed  with  care 
every  difpofition  to  exaggeration 
and  embellifhment.  It  appears  that 
he  was  anticipated  in  his  account  of 
Egypt,  by  Monf.  Savary,  from  whom 
he  differs  in  many  effential  points. 
The  general  afpedf  of  the  country, 
which  Monf.  Savary  has  defcribed 
as  fo  pidfurefque  and  beautiful,  will 
prefent  in  the  account  given  by  our 
author,  a  very  different  idea  to  the 
imagination  of  the  reader:  “  If,’’  fays 
Monf  Volney,  “  he  figures  to  him- 
“  felf  a  flat  plain,  interledfed  by 
“  canals,  under  water  during  three 
“  months,  marfhy  and  rank  with 
“  vegetation  for  three  others,  and 
“  duffy  and  parched  the  remainder 
“  of  the  year  ;  if  he  imagines  a 
“  number  of  wretched  mud-walled 
**.  and  brick  villages,  naked  and 
“  funburnt  peafants,  buffaloes,  ca- 
“  mels,  fycamore  and  dale  trees 
“  thinly  fcattered,  lakes,  cultivated 
“  fields,  and  vacant  grounds  of 
“  confiderable  extent  ;  and  adds 
“  befides  a  fun  darting  his  rays 
“  from  an  azure  fky,  alinoft  inva- 
“  riably  free  from  clouds,  and 
“  winds  conflantly  blowing,  though 
“  not  always  with  the  fame  force,  he 
<c  will  form  a  tolerably  juft  idea  of 
“  the  natural  appearance  of  this 
“  country.  I  cannot  be  reconciled,” 
he  continues,  “  to  the  peftiferous 
“  fouthern  blaft,  the  north  eaft 
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“  winds  which  conflantly  occafion 
u  head  aches,  nor  thofe  fwarms  of 
“  lcorpions,  gnats,  and  efpecially 
“  flies,  which  are  fo  numerous, 
“  that  it  is  impoflible  to  eat  with- 
“  out  running  the  rifk  of  fwallow- 
“  ing  them.  Befides,  no  country 
“  prefents  fuch  a  famenefs  of  af- 
“  pedt,  A  boundlefs  n  iked  plain, 
“  an  horizon  every  where  flat  and 
'*  uniform,  date  trees  with  (lender 
“  and  bare  ttunks,  or  mud- walled 
“  huts  on  the  cauleways,  are  all  it 
“  offers  to  the  eye,  which  no  where 
“  beholds  that  richnefs  of  land- 
“  fcape,  that  variety  of  objedfs,  or 
“  diverfity  of  fcenery  which  true 
“  tafte  finds  fo  delightful.  'T'he 
“  face  of  nature  there  prefents  no- 
thing  but  fat  herds,  fertile  fields, 
“  a  muddy  river,  a  fea  of  frefh 
“  water,  and  villages  which  rifing 
“  out  of  it  refemble  iflands.  Should 
“  the  eye  reach  the  horizon,  we 
“  are  terrified  at  finding  nothing 
“  but  favage  defarts.  The  con- 
“  craft:  of  this  melancholy  fcene  fo 
“  near,  has  given  to  the  cultivated 
fields  of  Egypt  all  their  charms.” 
The  fecond  and  third  chapters  con¬ 
tain  a  long  difcufllon  of  Monf.  Sa- 
vary’s  opinion  reipedling  the  en¬ 
largement  and  the  tile  of  the  Delta. 
Our  author  contends  that  the  pro- 
grefs  in  the  enlargement  of  the 
Delta  could  not  have  been  fo  rapid 
as  Moni.  Savary  had  imagined. 
In  the  courfe  of  his  argument,  in 
which  he  difplays'  very  acute  rea- 
foning  and  confiderable  learning, 
he  defers  a  falfe  quotation  from 
Sfiabo,  with  which  Monf.  Savary 
had  fuppoiteJ  his  fyllem  ;  and  like- 
wile  gives  the  true  explanation  of  a 
paflage  in  Homer,  which  the  other 
had  miftaken.  He  then  concludes 
by  obferving,  “  that  it  would  ii ill 
“  remain  to  be  explained,  why  the 
O  3  “  fliore, 
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“  fhore,  which  is  fnppofed  to  have 
**  gained  eleven  leagues  from  the 
<e  time  of  Menelaus  to  Alexander, 

“  fhould  not  have  gained  more 
“  than  half  a  league  during  the 
“  much  longer  period  from  the 
time  of  Alexander  to  the  prefent 
“  day.”  The  miftake  of  Monf. 
Savary  as  to  the  rife  of  the  Delta, 
was  occafioned  by  his  not  adverting 
to  the  circumftanceof  the  alterations 
that  have  been  made  in  the  Nitome- 
ter.  It  was  not  the  Nile,  Monf. 
Volney  afferts,  but  the  column  and 
meafurei  that  have  varied. — We 
mull  now  refer  our  readers  to  feve- 
ral  extracts  from  this  work,  which 
he  will  find  in  different  parts  of 
this  volume  ;  to  the  hiftory  of  Ali 
Bey,  page  i  5  (Characters)  ;  to  an 
account  of  the  winds  in  Egypt,  and 
their  phenomena,  page  56  (Natu¬ 
ral  Hiftory)  ;  and  to  the  account  of 
the  Mamlouks,  page  137  (Mifcel- 
laneous  Effays). — We  come  now  to 
the  account  of  the  inhabitants. 
Egypt  affords  the  lingular  fpeCtacle 
of  four  diftinCt  races  of  men,  com¬ 
pletely  feparated  from  each  other 
by  religious  and  political  preju¬ 
dices,  and  continuing  to  prelerve 
their  original  characters  perfectly 
diftinCt  and  unblended,  though  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  fame  climate,  in  the 
fame  country,  and  under  the  fame 
government.  This  part  of  the 
work  is  particularly  curious  and  in- 
terefting.  The  firft,  and  molt  ge¬ 
nerally  difperfed  of  the  four  races, 
is  that  of  the  Arabs  *  of  theie  there 
are  three  clujjes ;  firft,  the  pofterity 
of  the  ancient  conquerors  of  the 
country  who  fettled  principally  in 
the  Delta,  and  are  found  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  clafsof  Fella ks,  or  hufbandmen 
and  artifans  :  the  fecond  is  that  of 
the  Africans  or  Occidentals,  who 
are  defcended  from  the  Arabian 


conquerors  of  Mauritania,  and  aU 
“ived  in  Egypt  at  different  times* 
and  under  different  chiefs;  like  the 
former  they  exercifed  trades  and  agri¬ 
culture,  they  are  moft  numerous  in 
the  Said,  where  they  have  villages 
and  even  diftinCt  fovereigns  of  their 
own:  the  third  clafs  is  that  of  the 
Bedouins,  or  inhabitants  of  the  de¬ 
farts.  Pacific  in  their  camp,  they 
are  every  where  elfe  in  an  habitual 
ftate  of  war  ;  the  hufbandmen,  whom 
they  pillage,  hate  them  ;  the  tra¬ 
vellers,  whom  they  plunder,  fpeak 
ill  of  them;  and  the  Turks,  who 
dread  them,  endeavour  to  divide 
and  corrupt  them.  It  is  calculated 
that  the  different  tribes  of  them 
might  form  a  body  of  30,000  horie- 
men  ;  but  they  are  fo  dilperfed  and 
difunited,  that  they  are  only  con- 
fidered  as  robbers  and  vagabonds.— 
The  fecond  race  of  inhabitants,  are 
the  Copts.  They  are  difperfed  ali 
over  the  country,  though  greater 
numbers  are  found  in  the  Said.  They 
are  the  defcendants  of  the  people 
who  were  conquered  by  the  Arabs, 
that  is,  a  mixture  of  Egyptians, 
Perfians,  and  above  all  Greeks, 
who  under  the  Ptolemies  and  Con- 
ftantines  were  fo  long  in  poffeffion 
of  Egypt.  They  are  ail  Chriftians. 
Mont,  Volney  conceives  the  Arabic 
word  Kobti  a  Copt,  to  be  an  abbre¬ 
viation  of  theGreek  word  Ai-  goupti- 
os.  Under  the  name  of  writers ,  the 
Copts  are  at  Cairo  the  intendants, 
fecretaries,  and  collectors  of  govern¬ 
ment.  Theie  writers ,  del  piled  by 
the  Turks,  whom  they  ferve,  and 
hated  by  the  peafants,  whom  they 
oppre fs,  form  a  kind  of  feparate 
clafs,  the  head  of  which  is  the  wri¬ 
ter  of  the  principal  Bey.— The  third 
race  are  the  Turks,  who  are  mafters 
of  the  country,  or  at  ieaft  poftefs 
that  title.  They  are  not  fettled 

much 
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flnuch  among  the  villages.  Indivi¬ 
duals  of  that  race  are  rarely  met 
with,  except  at  Cairo,  where  they 
exercile  the  arts,  and  occupy  the 
Teligious  and  military  employments. 
Formerly  they  were  alfo  advanced 
to  pofts  under  government,  but 
within  the  laft  thirty  years  a  tacit 
revolution  has  taken  place,  which, 
without  taking  from  them  the  title, 
has  depiived  them  of  the  reality  of 
power.  This  revolution  has  been 
efFeFted  by  the  fourth  and  la  ft  race, 
the  Mamlouks. — The  individuals 
ot  this  race,  all  born  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Caucafus,  are  diftinguifhed 
from  the  other  inhabitants  by  the 
flaxen  colour  of  their  hair,  which 
is  entirely  different  from  that  of  the 
natives  of  Egypt.  The  reader 
will  find  a  full  account  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  race  of  men  in  this  vo¬ 
lume,  page  137  (Miscellaneous  Ef- 
fays).  During  five  hundred  and 
fifty  years  that  there  have  been 
Mamlouks  in  Egypt,  not  one  has 
left  fubfifting  iffue ;  there  does  not 
exift  one  fingle  family  of  them  in 
the  fecond  generation  ;  all  their 
children  peri fh  in  the  firft:  or  fe¬ 
cond  defcent,  Almoft  the  fame 
thing  happens  to  the  Turks;  and  it 
is  obferved,  that  they  can  only  fe- 
cure  the  continuance  of  their  fami¬ 
lies,  by  marrying  women  who  are 
natives,  which  the  Mamlouks  have 
always  difdained,  “  Let  the  natura- 
“  lilt,”  exclaimsMonf.Volney,  “  ex- 
“  plain  why  men  well  formed,  and 
“  married  to  healthy  women,  are 
“  unable  to  naturalize  on  the  banks 
“  of  the  Nile,  a  race  born  at  the 
“  foot  of  Mount  Caucafus!  and  let 
“  it  be  remembered  at  the  fame 
**  time,  that  the  plants  of  Europe 
“  in  that  country  are  equally  un- 
“  able  to  continue  their  fpecies !” 
The  important  queftion  refpe&ing 
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the  practicability  of  forming  a  junc¬ 
tion  between  the  Mediterranean  and 
the  Red  Sea,  by  means  of  a  canal 
cut  through  the  ifthmus  of  Suez, 
which  has  been  fo  frequently  dif- 
cuffed,  could  not  efcape  the  notice 
of  fo  fagacious  a  traveller  as  Monf. 
Volney.  The  utter  impracticabi¬ 
lity  of  the  fcheme  is  clearly  (hewn 
by  the  following  remark,  formed 
on  his  aCtual  obfervation  of  the  na¬ 
ture  and  fituation  of  the  correipond- 
iag  coafts,  “  which  are  of  a  low 
“  and  fandy  foil,  where  the  waters 
“  form  Ihoals  and  morales,  fo  that 
“  veffels  cannot  approach  within  a 
“  confiderable  distance.  It  will 
“  therefore  be  found  fcarcely  pof- 
“  fible  to  dig  a  permanent  canal 
“amid  thefe  fhifting  fands ;  not 
“  to  mention  that  the  lliore  is  def- 
■“  titute  of  harbours,  which  niuft 
**  be  entirely  the  work  of  art.  The 
“  country  befides  has  not  a  drop 
“  of  frefh  water  ;  and  to  fupply  the 
“  inhabitants,  it  niuft  be  brought 
4‘  as  far  as  from  the  Nile.” — Monf. 
Volney  fuppofes  the  number  of  in¬ 
habitants  in  Egypt  to  be  2,300,000. 

We  come  now  to  the  account  of 
Syria,  which  takes  up  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  firft  and  the  whole  of  the 
fecond  volume.  It  is  by  far  the 
beft  and  inoft  accurate  account  of 
that  country,  which  has  appeared  in 
any  modern  publication.  [For  the 
natural  hiftory  of  Syria  we  muft  re¬ 
fer  to  page  60  of  this  volume.]  T  he 
reader  will  form  a  tolerably  correCt 
notion  of  the  general  appearance  of 
this  country  and  of  the  climate  from 
the  following  extracts.  “  Syria 
“  may  be  confidered  as  a  country 
“  compofed  of  three  long  (trips  of 
“  land  of  different  qualities  :  one 
“  of  jth«m,  extending  along  the  Me- 
“  dit.erranean,  is  a  warm,  humid 
fi  valley,  the  healthinefs  of  which 

O  4  “is 


200  .ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1787. 


**  is  doubtful,  but  which  is  extreme- 
“  1  y  fertile  ;  the  other,  which  is 
“  the  frontier  to  this,  is  a  mountai- 
<e  nous  and  rugged  foil,  enjoying  a 
**  more  lalubrious  temperature  ;  the 
“  third,  which  lies  beyond  the 
“  mountains  to  the  eaft,  combines 
“  the  drynefs  of  the  latter  with  the 
“  ivarmth  of  the  former.  By  a 
<£  happy  combination  of  the  pro- 
“  perties  of  climate  and  foil,  this 
“  province  unites  in  a  final  1  corn- 
“  pafs  the  advantages  and  produc- 
i(  lions  of  different  zones,  infomuch 
**  that  nature  feems  to  have  defigned 
**  it  for  one  of  the  molt  agreeable 
<c  habitations  of  this  continent.  Sy- 
“  ria  unites  different  climates  under 
“  the  fame  fkv  :  and  colleds  within 

J  ' 

“  a  narrow  compafs  pleafure  and 
“  productions  which  nature  has  elfe- 
**  where  difperfed  at  great  di fiances 
<i  of  times  and  places.  With  us,  for 
il  inftance,  feafons  are  feparated  by 
“  months  j  there  we  may  fay  they 
u  are  only  feparated  by  hours.  If 
in  Said  or  Tripoli  we  are  incom- 
4<  moded  by  the  heats  of  July,  in 
“  fix  hours  we  are  in  the  neigh* 
*f  bouring  mountains  in  the  tempe- 
“  rature  of  March  ;  or,  on  the  other 
“  hand,  if  chilled  by  the  froits  of 
“  December,  at  Beiharrai,  a  day’s 
gi  journey  brings  us  back  to  the 
“  coaft,  amid  the  flowers  of  May. 
“  -—The  Arabian  poets  have  there- 
“  fore  faid  that  the  Sannin  bears 
“  Winter  on  his  head,  Spring  on 
<c  his  fhoulders,  and  Autumn  on  his 
€i  bofom,  while  Summer  lies  fleep- 
“  ing  at  his  feet.” — The  limits  of 
our  prefent  undertaking  will  not 
allow  us  to  enter  fo  fully  into  the 
hiftory  of  the  inhabitants  of  Syria, 
as  the  fubjeCt  deferves.*— -Monk  Vol- 
ney  divides  the  different  races  of 
men  into  two  grand  divifions  ;  the 
fedemary  inhabitants  or  the  culti¬ 


vators,  and  the  wandering  or  paf- 
toral  tribes.  The  former  he  luhdi- 
vides  into  three  principal  claffes  ; 
fir  ft,  the  polferityof  the  people  con¬ 
quered  by  the  Arabs,  that  is,  the 
Greeks  of  the  lower  empire  ;  fe- 
condly,  the  pofferity  of  the  Arabian 
conquerors;  and  thirdly,  the  pre¬ 
fent  ruling  people,  the  Ottoman 
l  urks. — The  pailoral  tribes  he  di¬ 
vides  into  three  claffes,  the  Turko¬ 
mans,  the  Curds,  and  the  Bedouin 
Arabs.  It  is  remarkable  that  Sy¬ 
ria  has  not  refuted,  like  Egypt,  to 
adopt  the  foreign  races,  but  that  they 
are  all  equally  naturalized  to  the 
country.  Of  thefe  different  races, 
the  Druzes.defcendants  of  theArabi- 
an  conquerors, will  molt  excite  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  reader.  Though  com¬ 
pletely  infulated  by  delpotilm,  they 
have  maintained  arnidlt  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Lebanon  (their  country)  a 
fpecies  of  freedom  and  independ- 
ance  unknown  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  neighbouring  plains.  The  con- 
feioufnefs  of  this  Juperiority  in  their 
Condition,  has  given  an  energy  to 
their  character,  which  diftinguifhes 
them  from  the  other  people  of  Syria 
in  an  eminent  degree.  They  are 
confidered  throughout  the  Levant 
as  rettlefs,  emerprifing,  hardy,  and 
brave  even  to  temerity.  Only  three 
hundred  of  them  have  been  ieen  to 
enter  Damalcus  in  open  day,  and 
fpread  around  them  terror  and  car¬ 
nage.  No  perfons  are  more  nice 
than  t hey  in  the  point  of  honour; 
any  offence  of  that  kind,  or  open 
inltilt,  is  intianrly  punilhed  by  blows 
of  the  kandjar  or  the  mufquet,  while 
among  tire  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
it  only  excites  abulive  retorts.  It 
is  worthy  oblervation  that  the  Dru- 
Zes  and  other  inhabitants  of  Leba¬ 
non  are  the  only  fubjeds  of  the  em¬ 
pire  who  poffefs  a  real  property. 
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They  are  for  that  reafon  fo  attached 
to  their  eftates,  that  it  is  rare  to  hear 
of  an  alienation  of  lands  among 
them.  **  Their  peafants  fear  not 
**  that  the  Aga,  the  Kaimacham,  or 
“  the  Pacha,  fhould  fend  his  Djen- 
“  d is  to  pillage  their  hotifes,  carry 
41  off  their  families,  or  give  them 
“  the  baftinado.”  Such  oppreflions 
are  unknown  in  the  mountains.  It 
is  this  lecurity  which  has  been  the 
original  caufe  of  the  population  of 
their  country,  and  which  has  given 
to  the  mountains  of  Lebanon, ,by 
nature  fterile,  all  their  fertility. 
The  government  of  this  fingular 
people  is  a  well  proportioned  mix¬ 
ture  of  monarchy,  arittocracy,  and 
democracy. — The  fituation  of  the 
other  fubjedts  of  the  empire  is 
truly  deplorable.  Monf.  Volney 
compares  the  empire  to  a  planta¬ 
tion  in  one  of  our  Sugar  ljlandsy 
“  where  a  muhitudeot  flaves  labour 
“  to  fupply  the  luxury  of  one  great 
“  proprietor,  under  the  infpedtion 
“  of  a  few’  fervants,  who  take  good 
“  care  of  themfelves.  There  is  no 
“  difference,  except  that  the  domi- 
“  nions  of  the  Sultan  being  too  vaft 
“  for  a  fingle  adminiftration,  he  is 
**  obliged  to  divide  them  into  fmal- 
“  ler  plantations  and  feparate  go- 
“  vermnents,  adminiftered  in  the 
“  fame  mode  as  the  united  empire. 
“  Such  are  the  provinces  under  the 
“  Pachas.  Thefe  provinces,  again, 
“  being  too  extenfive,  the  Pachas 
“  have  had  recourle  to  farther  fub- 
“  divifion,  and  hence  that  leries  of 
“  fubal terns  that  (tep  by  ftep  de- 
“  fcends  to  the  lowelt  employment. 

In  this  gradation  of  aut  hority,  the 
“  object  in  view  being  invariably 
44  the  fame,  the  means  employed 
44  never  change  their  nature.  Thus 
4‘  power,  being  abfoiute  and  arbi- 
trary  in  the  monarch,  is  tranfimt- 
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**  ted  abfoiute  and  arbitrary  to  all 
“  his  (ubdelegates.  It  is  certain,  to 
“  ule  the  exprertion  of  the  Turks, 
“  that  the  fabre  of  the  Sultan  de- 
“  fcends  not  on  the  duff  but  this  fa- 
41  bre  he  entrufts  to  the  hands  of  his 
“  Vizir, who  delivers  it  to  the  Pacha, 
44  from  whom  it  partes  to  theMotfel- 
“  lain,  to  the  Aga,  and  even  to  the 
“  loweft  Delibafhe ;  fo  that  it  is,  in 
“  fadt,  within  the  reach  of  the  vileft 
4‘  retainer  to  office,  and  itsdeltruc- 
“  live  edge  defcends  even  on  the 
44  meanell  heads.” — The  total  popu¬ 
lation  of  Syria  Monf.  Volney  efti- 
mates  at  2,305,000  fouls.  The  re¬ 
venues  he  calculates  at  ,28  1,250 
sterling  ;  not  including  the  profits 
of  the  lub- farms,  fuch  as  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  Druzes,  the  Maronites, 
the  Anfarians,  &c.  & c.  The  mi¬ 
litary  eftablirtiment  is  by  no  means 
proportionable  to  what  in  Europe 
we  fhould  expedt  from  fuch  a  reve¬ 
nue.  All  the  troops  of  the  Pachas 
united  cannot  amount  to  more  than 
5,700  men,  both  cavalry  and  in¬ 
fantry.  T  he  detail  refpedting  the 
divifion  of  Syria  into  Pachalics  is 
particularly  curious  and  interefting; 
the  limits  of  our  prefent  plan  will 
not  however  allow  us  to  enter  into 
it.— We  mud  now  conclude  with 
the  author’s  opinion  refpedting  the 
political  ftrength  of  thefe  countries. 
— “  Syria  and  Egypt,  compared 
“  with  refpedt  to  the  facility  with 
“  which  they  may  be  attacked  or 
“  defended,  differ  a  1  mo  It  in  every 
“  point,  Egypt  is  protected  from  a 
foreign  enemy  on  the  land  fide 
“  by  her  defans,  and  on  that  of  the 
“  fea  by  her  dangerous  coaft.  Sy- 
44  ria,  on  the  contrary,  is  open  on 
“  the  fide  of  the  continent  by  the 
“  Diatbekar,  -and.  expoled  alfo  on 
“  that  of  the  Mediterranean  by  a 
“  coaft  every  where  acceffible.  It  is 
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,s<!  eafy  to  male  a  defceni  in  Syria,. 
**  but  very  difficult  to  land  in  E- 
**  gypt  :  Egypt  once  invaded  is 
conquered  ;  Syria  may  refill  r 
**  Egypt  when  conquered  is  ex~ 
*'*■  tremefy  difficult  to  keep,  and  ea- 
s<  Ely  Soft  ;  Syria  is  fo  eaEly  de- 
**  fended,  it  is  inipoffible  it  fhoold 
®l  be  Soft.  .Lefs  (kill  is  neceffary  to 


44  other.  The  reafon  is,  that  E~ 
4*  gypt  being  a  country  of  plains, 
“  the  invader  there  makes  a  rapid 
44  progrefs  |  every  movement  brings 
“  on  a  battle,  and  every  battle  is 
“  deciEve  j  Syria,  on  the  contrary, 
44  being  a  mountainous  country, 
44  war  there  muft  be  a  war  of  polls, 
44  and  every  lofs  may  be  repair- 
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H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  of  EUROPE. 

CHAP.  I. 

Mediation  of  France  and  Pruffia  in  the  affairs  of  Holland..  Reafons  for 
doubting  the  fuccefs  of  that  mediation  confrmcd  by  the  e-vent.  Negociations 
carried  on  at  Nimeguen  and  the  Hague.  Conditions  laid  down  by  the 
States  of  Holland  as  the  bafis  of  an  accommodation  with  the  Stadtholder. 
Caufes  which  rendered  thefe  propoftions  inadmffible.  M.  de  Rayneval 
fnddenly  breahs  off  the  negociation  and  returns  to  Paris.  Count  de  Goer  too 
receives  a  letter  of  recal ,  and  returns  to  Berlin.  Violent  animrfity  and 
mutual  recrimination  of  the  contending  parties  on  the  failure  of  the  negocia¬ 
tion.  The  new  form  of  government,  efabljfhed  in  the  city  of  Utrecht ,  con- 
fidered  as  a  model  op'  perfection  by  the  democratical  party  in  other  places. 
Difficult  fituation  and  temporizing  conduct  of  the  States  op'  Holland,  with 
refpeCt  to  the  prevalent  democratic  fpirit.  Sudden  and  unaccountable 
changes  in  the  political  conduct  and  principles  of  the  party  in  oppoftion  to 
the  Stadtholder  difplayed  in  various  places.  States  of  Friejland  firjl 
waver,  and  then,  from  being  among  the  foremojl  in  oppofilion,  appear  de¬ 
cidedly  in  favour  of  the  Prince.  M.  de  Rendoip  changes  fides  in  Amfer- 
dam,  and  carries  over  a  majority  of  the  fenate  along  with  him.  Imme¬ 
diate  confequences  of  this  change ;  great  alarm  fpread  by  it  among  the  re¬ 
publican  party .  Means  purfued  by  the  leaders  to  remedy  the  dejection  op' 

Amferdam.  Procure  addreffes  from  feveral  towns,  with  a  view  cf  gain¬ 
ing  thereby  a  decided  majority  of  votes  in  the  affembly  of  provincial fates. 
Failing  in  this  attempt,  they  propofe  in  the  affembly  a  refolution  to  fufpend 
the  Prince  of  Orange  from  his  remaining  high  offees  of  Stadtholder  and  ad¬ 
miral-general.  Foiled  likewife  in  this,  they  endeavour  to  increafe  the 
number  op'  votes  in  the  provincial  affembly,  by  affording  a  right  of  repre- 
fentation  to  feveral  new  towns  ;  in  which  they  are  alfo  defeated.  Ffimate 
of  the  comparative  Jlrength  and  numbers  of  the  contending  parties.  Retro- 
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fpeff  of  the  meafures  purfued  by  Holland ,  for  fupporfmg  the  city  of  XJtrechi 
m  its  contumacious  Oppojition  to  the  fates  of  the  province .  Unexpected  re¬ 

volution  in  the  cffembly  of  the  fates  of  Holland ,  who,  following  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  Amferdam ,  adopt  meafures  evidently  favourable  to  the  Stadt- 
iioldeds  inter fs.  General  con  [ter  nation  and  critical  jit  nation  of  the  re¬ 

publican  party.  Defeated  in  all  their  late  attempts  ;  with  now  a  great 
majority  of  the  provinces ,  and  a  greater  of  the  people  decidedly  againf 
them.  Bold  anil  hazardous  meafures  become  ads  of  prudence.  Obliged  to 
throw  themf elves  upon  the  democratic al  party  for  fupport ,  and  to  call  in  the 
armed  burghers  to  new  model  and  fettle  the  fate  and  confitution.  Hhefe 
fur  round  the  fenate-houfes  of  Amferdam  and  Rotterdam ,  purge  them  of  ihofe 
members  who  were  adverfe  to  their  defgns ,  place  all  power  in  the  hands 
&f  their  own  party ,  and  efabffh  a  determined  majority  in  the  fates  of 
Holland .  Hhefe  prepare  to  ajff  Utrecht  by  force  of  arms  againf  the  Pro¬ 

vincial  States.  Stales  general ,  who  had  hitherto  preferred  a  fries  neutra¬ 
lity  y  now  take  a  decided  part  in  oppofng  the  defgn  oj  Holland  to  fupport 
Utrecht  by  force  oj  arms.  Council  of  fate  ijfue  an  order  ffiffly  for- 
lidding  the  cficers  in  the  Jirvice  of  Holland ,  from  marching  their  troops  into 
the  territories  of  any  other  province.  Pohibition ,  confrmed  by  the  States 
General.  Reply  from  the  fates  of  Holland.  Firjl  blood  drawn  in  a  Jhir- 
mijh  at  Jutphaas,  a  village  near  Utrecht.  States  of  Holland  order  troops 
to  the  fuccour  oj'  Utrecht.  Propofe  a  tef  to  their  ofzcers.  A  great  ma¬ 
jority  refufe  the  tejl ;  are  ftifpended  and  new  ones  appointed.  Sif pended 
officers  taken  into  the  protection  of  the  States  general ,  and  their  pay  con¬ 
tinued.  Manfefo  publijfhed  by  the  Stadt  holder ,  amounting  nearly  to  a  de¬ 
claration  of  war  againf  the  ruling  party  in  the  province  of  Holland. 
Riots  at  Amferdam.  States  general  ijfue  an  order  to  general  Van  Peyffel, 
to  break  up  the  cordon  or  line  of  troops  formed  on  the  frontiers  of  Holland. 
Counter  orders  from  the  Jrntes  of  Holland.  Colonel  Balneavis  carries  of" 
the  regiment  which  he  lately  commanded  himfelf,  with  a  battalion  of  ano¬ 
ther,  from  the  fortrefs  of  Gudewater  to  the  Stallholder.  Hhis  example 
mufes  a  general  revolt  in  the  troops  oj'  Holland.  £  I 
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Arref  of  the  princefs  of  Orange  near  Schoonhoven.  Obfervations  on  the  con- 
duff  and  principles  on  which  the  ruling  party  in  Holland  acted  in  that  mea- 
fure  ,  with  an  account  of  the  circumfances  attending  it.  Confequences  of 
that  event,  which  change  the  whole  face  oj'  public  affairs  in  the  republic , 
and  intermingle  foreign  inter fs  and  eonneffions  with  their  domefic  contefs . 
Princefs  returns  to  Nimeguen.  Strong  memorial  from  the  king  of  Prujfia , 
Remanding  immediate  and  ample  fatisj'affwn ,  with  due  pun  foment  to  the  au¬ 
thors  oj'  the  outrage  offered  to  the  princefs.  Anfwer  from  the  States  oj'  Hol¬ 
land  deemed  by  the  king  unfitisfaffory  and  evafve .  Anfwer  from  the  States  . 

General ,  in  which  they  dif approve  the  conduit  and  objlinacy  of  the  States  of 
Holland,  and  leave  them  to  abide  the  Confequences,  highly  acceptable  to  the 
king.  Court  oj'  Perfidies  condemn  the  conduit  of  Holland ,  and  jufif y  the 
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king  in  his  demand  of  fatisfaS'ton.  Second  memorial  from  the  court  of  Ber¬ 
lin ,  flrongly  exprejfive  of  the  king's  furprisce  and  indignation  at  the  anfwer 
and  conduct  of  the  States  of  Holland.  M.  de  Thulemeyer  pnfenis  a  paper 
containing  the  form  and  terms  of  the  fatisf action  which  the  king  infjis  on- 
States  of  Holland ',  if  lead  oj  compliance ,  order  every  thing  to  be  in  feadmefs 
for  inundating  the  country  in  cafe  oj  invafion.  Preparations  ferr  war  on 
the  fide  of  Prujfia.  Stadtholder  takes  the  towns  of  Wick- Duet jlede,  and 
Harderwycke.  Province  oj  Zealand  declares  for  him .  Ineffective  attempts 
on  his  camp  by  the  Rhingrave  oj  Salm.  Scandalous  invetlive  againjl  the 
prince  of  Orange ,  in  the  form  of  a  petition  to  the  States  of  Holland.  Licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  rabble  ;  deplorable  fituation  and  depopulation  of  the  country  ; 
States  endeavour  in  vain  to  prevent  emigration.  Proclamation  ifjued  by  ike 
States  General,  prohibiting  the  influx  of  French  officers  and  foldiers  daily  ar¬ 
riving.  Remonjlrate  with  the  court  of  Verfailles  on  that  fubjed.  Duke  of 
Brunfwick,  at  the  head  of  a  P ruffian  army ,  enters  the  territories  of  the  re¬ 
public.  Fakes  G or cum.  Attempt  made  by  the  commifjion  of  defence  to  in¬ 
undate  the  country  fails  of  effed .  Shameful flight  of  the  garrfon  and  armed 
burghers  from  Utrecht ,  without  waiting  the  fight  of  an  enemy.  Univerfal 
panic.  The  P  ruffian forces ,  in  a  few  days ,  overrun  andfubdue  the  great efl.  part 
of  South  Holland ;  mofl  of  the  cities  and  fortrcjfes  falling  into  their  hands 
without  refflance.  Duke  of  Brunfwick  and  general  Kalkreuih  approach 
the  Jlrong  pojls  of  Amjlelveen  and  Ouderkerp ,  within  a  few  miles  of  Am¬ 
jlerdam.  Revolution  at  the  Hague.  States  of  Holland  refeind  all  their 
former  refolutions  againjl  the  fadt holder,  and  in  vite  him  to  return  and  take 
poffejfion  of  the  government.  Prince  of  Orange ,  and  afterwards  the  prince fs, 
arrive  at  the  Hague.  Short  truce ,  to  give  time  for  a  deputation  from  Am - 
flerdam  to  propofe  terms  of  accommodation .  Terms  deemed  inadmiffible . 
Strong  defences ,  and  inaccejfible  fiuation  of  Amjlerdam ,  feemed  to  render  It 
impregnable.  Truce  being  expired,  duke  of  Brunfwick  gives  orders  for  a 
general  attack  on  all  the  enemy's  outpofls  at  jive  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Ad¬ 
mirable  difpof  lions  made  by  the  duke.  Important  pcjl  of  Half  IVegen  taken , 
which  opens  the  way  to  Amjlerdam  on  the  wejlern  jide.  Anjieheen  taken 
after  a  long  and  brave  rejijlance .  The  approaches  to  the  city  being  now  fe- 
cured,  the  Prujfian  troops  are  called  off  from  the  other  attacks.  Admirable 
temper ,  and  great  moderation,  difplayed  by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  under 
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